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This booklet is not intended to supply ready-made answers, but hopefully will encourage a fresh look at the Scriptures, and so help readers to reach convictions in fellowship with their Lord. I write as an old man, from long experience of the Lord’s grace, and human folly - including my own. Hopefully these Scriptures and my observations may be useful in alerting younger minds to the fact that some common assumptions ignore Bible Facts. But I pass on the warning from 1 Ki 13:11-31, that the advice given by old servants of God may lead to death rather than life if allowed to over-ride God’s word. 

As Heb 13:7-9 teaches it is good to honour older Believers who have brought God’s Word to us, but God does not require us to copy every detail of their doctrine and practices. There would be no reformation or revival if every generation had done that. We are to learn from the visible results of their lives, to trust God and obey Him as they did, and in an ever-changing world fix our eyes on the unchanging Lord of Glory, Heb 12:2. As we look to Him for Wisdom, Jas 1:5, we have the right to expect Him to give us an understanding of Leadership as God sees it. 

And as we, by His Grace, His Word, and His Spirit, put ourselves into His hands for His service, it will make it possible for Him to raise up Leaders among us fit and enabled to shepherd the Church of God which the Lord Jesus purchased with His blood, Acts 20:28..
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INTRODUCTION

(Some personal impressions gained from God’s Word and from Experience.)

Future Leadership Needs to be Provided For

In God's will, His servants serve their own generation only, Acts 13:36; Heb 7:23. The passing on of leadership should be a natural development. As in a relay race a smooth baton change requires both runners to be moving in the same direction at the same pace at point of transfer. But to continue alongside after the change, insisting that the new runner follow the details of our running style doesn't help. Aging executives mark a Business in decline. Aging "Oversights" ensure that an Assembly continues to go through the motions of "Obedience to NT principles," that have become traditions. But that hinders the work of the Holy Spirit, and freshness of life can't spring up from God’s Word to maintain the existence and witness of that Assembly to meet the needs of a changing world scene. And leadership is rarely inherited by physical sons.

Interdenominational Bible Colleges Can’t Provide It

An Assembly young person going to an Interdenominational Bible College staffed by the Godly and God-gifted should gain an understanding of God's Word, its ministry, its application to personal, devotional, and practical Christian living, and to possible service for God. As that Bible College program is organised to major on the "Core" of Evangelical beliefs and practices common to all denominations, they leave fired-up and confident in what has been shared with excited and exciting fellow-students. But as such Colleges frown on any evaluation of "Controversial" subjects may have remained at the "Sunday School" level of understanding of "NT Church distinctives," and come home seeing them as being unimportant. So might be willing to continue among "Assemblies" if a paid position is available, tolerating their “distinctives," as a handicap - The equivalent of what an Evangelical Anglican fellow-student has to put up with in becoming an "Anglican Priest" required to Christen infants and proclaim that as a result they are a child of God, and to recite the formulas of "Christian Burial," over the patently godless, because the position provided (I quote one of them) is a "Good boat to fish from" with the Gospel. 

Assembly Bible Colleges can be a Blessing – But it’s not Automatic

100 years ago the Encyclopedia Brittanica article on "Plymouth Brethren" said that in spite of the movement's rapid growth it was doomed to fade out with the death of the original founders (who had the benefit of theological training) because the "Brethren" had failed to provide theological training for future leadership. This ignores the fact that being trained to an intellectual mastery of Bible doctrines and ideas tends to produce pride in one’s knowledge that destroys heart-love for the Bible’s Author, and the desire for obedient fellowship with Him. Competence in Theology = Human ideas about God, crowds out reading God’s Word to find out what God says about Himself, about us, and about what we need to do about that.

Theological colleges in fact have often blighted and crippled churches by corrupting future clergy with Faith-destroying criticism of the Bible and Biblical Faith. Even the Baptist Church in England was so influenced that Spurgeon withdrew from it because of the "Downgrading" of its view of the person and work of Christ. He founded his own Training College for Pastors, enrolling not University graduates, but men of moderate education who truly valued God's word AS IT STOOD, and were content to be competent in handling it. "The many are less corruptible than the few," runs an old proverb. Among the "Brethren" the many God-dependent, Bible-dependent local elders, often of little scholastic gift, were used by God to maintain and teach the Gospel witness, in a world where established churches as a whole moved on to intellectual rationalistic theology and philosophy, under highly trained in this world's wisdom, leadership.

Personal Experience of Depending on the Lord & His Word is Essential

Six months overseas service as a non-combatant in the armed forces cut me off from Assembly life. It blessed me with contact with agnostic chaplains - driving me to study God's Word to check my understanding of the Gospel. That gave me the chance to learn that the enemy's challenge can knock away only the scaffolding and let the real building stand out more clearly. It blessed me with non-denominational Bible study fellowship that prompted the thought that perhaps “The Brethren” existed as a separate unit on the basis of interpretations of a few obscure verses of Scripture. But my “Open Brethren” background had committed me to searching the Scriptures and doing what God said in it. This required me to read through from Genesis noting all references to God's dealing with His People collectively. Again I found that the scaffolding of outward FORMS of worship and witness being knocked away made the FACT of God's desire for His people to meet in direct dependence on Him without a human head or organisation stand out clearly in His Word. What I found for myself from the Lord by reading Judges 8:23; 1 Sam 8; 2 Ki 22 and 23; 2 Chr 30, and Neh 8 has stayed with me ever since. I urge you to read them for yourself.

The Lord Provides Leadership – But We Must Play Our Part

Those who have grasped the truths of Romans chapters 1-11, been moved to make the commitment of Rom 12:1, and are prepared to work it out as indicated in the rest of that Epistle, will become Godly, and available for leadership if the Lord so directs. Elders who will lead and feed the flock need to be raised up, Acts 20:27-28; 1 Pet 5:2-3, and recognised, (pointed out with the hand, OR hands laid on them in fellowship) Acts 14:23; 1 Th 5:12-13. Young men need to aim at qualifying for such a role by seeking by God's Grace to live as set out in 1 Tim 3:1-16; Titus 1:6-9, and we all need to be much in prayer that God by His Spirit will raise up such among us, and for them as they work. 

Modern Misunderstandings of a Key Leadership Role - Shepherding

Biblically, men who exercise Leadership for God among His people are called to shepherd them. If they do so in fellowship with their Lord they will operate as shepherds did in Bible lands. In Ps 23 and Jn 10 we get a picture of the constant, caring close association the shepherd had with his flock. The explosion of new knowledge and technology in the last 50 years, has completely transformed life in the Western world. Today people are so impressed with this and with the world’s idea that everyone has the “right” to enjoy themselves that many church leaders assume that they are fulfilling their “Shepherd” role if they organise their church gatherings into being so entertaining that crowds come to enjoy themselves. (Years ago C.S Lewis remarked that they forget that the Lord said “Feed my sheep” and act as if He had said “Entertain my goats!”) This makes life easy for the “Shepherd” as he can ignore the realities of how his “sheep” are living, and imagine that filling the building is success for God. As the “sheep” choose to attend where the program pleases them most, they can continue to live comfortably at a distance from God, their self-centred commitment to living to please themselves, undisturbed.

Serious-minded Conservatives deplore such laxity and are determined to maintain the high standards of doctrine and daily life traditional in their churches. But their attitude can be that of a modern sheep farmer who depends on fences to keep the sheep from straying.. They control the flock by making strong “fence statements” like “This doctrine is right – that is wrong. This action or behaviour is Godly - that one is worldly. Stay within the fences and you will enjoy God’s blessings now, and for ever.” This directs attention away from the spiritual reality of Life in Christ, and concentrates it on details of belief and behaviour. This makes the shepherds’ life easy, as having stated rules dogmatically for an hour or so a week they retire into the comfort of their homes, relying on the fences. That wins few converts to Christ from the world as it offers nothing to meet the needs of sinners. And there is so little in it of the joy of the Lord, and the challenge of serving Him to meet the needs of the world that those growing up under this system drift off. But the blight of reducing the Gospel and abundant life in Christ, Jn 10:10, to a mere keeping of a set of rules not only makes “shepherding” easy, it may mean that as the flock dwindles Shepherds ease their consciences by blaming the degenerate times for the unfed sheep breaking out of the fences. And deplore the listless way the conformist sheep carry out the correct routines so that their children get no glimpse of what a joyful adventure fellowship with the Lord Jesus is meant to be. The Lord looked on the multitude with compassion, seeing them as sheep needing shepherding – and was prepared to spend so much time sharing their lives sympathetically that both friend and foe saw Him as a friend of sinners. When He as Chief Shepherd appears we under-shepherds will have to confess with shame that at times we viewed them with irritation or fear, and were reluctant to disturb our own comfort by getting close to them, and had so little success in demonstrating to them the Joy of the Lord, and building them into fellowship with Him. 

Leadership Roles  Among God’s People

(As set out in the Bible)

This Booklet is concerned with God-ordained Leadership in the Church so I’ve tried to include all He has said to us on the subject in the NT. References are given for every use of the key words involved because each of us should deal with God Himself about what He has commanded - we are answerable to Him alone, Rom 14:5-15. Leadership in the OT functioned under the now discarded basis of obedience to external Law, Heb 8:13, rather than the new covenant of life in the Spirit, Rom 8:1-16; 2 Cor 3:2-18; Gal 3:22-26; 6:14-16. But the NT situation grew out of, and was built on, the old, so the OT was written to teach us, Rom 15:4. It does that all the more effectively as the OT records events involving the invisible spiritual realities expressed in their physical “shadows,” Heb 8:5; 10:1, visible to human sight. So I have made use of them.

God’s plan for Leadership in OT times was hindered by Israel’s refusal to deal with God except through a mediator, and from a safe distance, Ex 20:19. 1 Sam 8 records their rejection of God’s invisible rule through agents of His choosing and demanded kings like other nations. (The similar apostasy of the Visible Church is set out in Booklet 1 of this series.) In Deu 29:2--4 Moses lamented that under the Old Covenant Israel was blind to spiritual realities even when seeing physical miracles. But under the New Covenant of the indwelling Spirit the OT revelation is open to every Believer, Jer 31:33-34; 2 Cor 3:2-15; Jn 16:13-14; 1 Jn 2:20, as well as the new revelations concerning the Church, Eph 3:1-12. These truths are to be proclaimed boldly and openly to all, Eph 6:19-20. As a result Martin Luther, and many like him, have faced what Scripture taught, and rejected Church custom that doesn’t conform to it. Verses in which God sets out His will for Church Leadership include Mt 23:8-12; Jn 21:15-22; Acts 6:3-6; 14:23; 20:28-32; Rom 12:1-12; 1Cor 1:12-17; 3:1-17; 1 Tim 3:1-16; 5:17-22; Titus 1:5-9; Heb 13:7-8; 17:21; 1 Pet 5:1-7. 

ISRAEL was God’s OT People. As promised in Gen 12:1-3 they were descended from Abraham. Under Moses they were brought out of Egypt and into a Covenant relationship with God that bound them to keep His Law Commandments. Under Joshua they were installed in the “Promised to Abraham” land of Israel. And in spite of their constant sin and failure Israel was the channel through which God sent His Son to be the Messiah who would fulfil all the OT promises. That He was rejected and crucified by Israel was the dark background against which God provided, Acts 2:23, the sacrifice which is the basis for God’s forgiveness and cleansing for repentant sinners, and granting to them eternal life fellowship with God. (And later, Kingdom to Israel, Acts 1:6-7. And ultimately Judgment that will wipe out sin and rebellion from the universe, 1 Cor 15:24-25.) 

The CHURCH 
 is at present God’s People. As promised in Mt 16:19 this is built of those who confess Him as being the Saviour Son of God. As promised in Jer 31:31-34 the Church operates on the basis of Grace, not Law, and is formed of individuals each of whom know God personally. The visible granting of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2 formed the Church by visibly baptizing the Lord’s followers into His Church-body. Later that day those who responded to Peter’s preaching of the Gospel (And every Believer since then, 1 Cor 12:13) were invisibly baptized by the Spirit and added to the Church, Acts 2:41. And were also identified visibly with Christ and His Church by being baptized in water.

Leadership in the total, invisible Church belongs to Christ alone. He is its invisible Head, Col 1:18, who directs what every member of His body is to do, 1 Cor 12:4-27. He is its Priest, and every member has direct access to Him, Heb 4:14-16. He is the Shepherd- Poimen, and all members of His invisible church are His sheep, Jn 10: 2, 11, 12, 14, 16; Heb 13:20; 1 Pet 2:25. And He is the Overseer– Episkopos of the souls of all members of His invisible church, 1 Pet 2:25. Christ is also the Chief Shepherd- Archipoimen, who directs and rewards the human under shepherds, 1 Pet 5:4. "

The visible Local Church and its visible Leadership. Phil 1:1 states the Church is made up of Saints in Christ Jesus - They have turned to Him as their Saviour and Lord and the Holy Spirit has come into them, sanctified them,-made them saints – sanctified them - set them apart from the world to belong to Him, and to live as His special people, Jn 17:19; Acts 20:32; 26:18; Rom 15:26; 1 Cor 1:2; 6:1; 1 Tim 4:5; 2 Tim 2:21; Heb 2:11; 10:10, 14; Jude 1. With the BISHOPS/overseers- Episkopos- Overseers who direct and supervise the life and the work of the fellowship. Epi- Over. Skope-- To Look or Watch. So someone with a caring, supervising role. They are also called the Elders- Presbuteros, 
 because they are Christians who have matured in their knowledge of the Lord and His Word so they can teach the congregation, 1 Tim 5:17, and their life is a good example of them and to them, 1 Pet 5:3. Growing maturity in Christ involves a growing love for Christ and His will, and love for His people, so in fellowship with the Lord they develop the skills needed - as in the natural sphere, love develops the skills of parenting. There were to be several elders in each church congregation, Acts 14:23; 20:17; Phil 1:1; Titus 1:5."

Deacons- Diakonos- Church workers. In a sense every child of God, every member of Christ’s body, the Church, has work to do that God has given them, 1 Cor 12:11-23 and God builds the Church through the labours of every member, Eph 4:15-16. But God the Holy Spirit has equipped some members with special gifts, and this is recognised by giving them public responsibility for certain work, and so as church servants are called Deacons. Responsibilities which are called “Deacons work”- Diakonia include providing food and financial help, Acts 6:1-2; 11:29; Rom 16:31; 2 Cor 8:4; 9:1, 12, 13, Bible teaching, Acts 6:4; being a missionary assistant, Acts 12:25; Evangelising, Acts 20:24; 21:19; 2 Cor 5:18; 2 Tim 2:5, General work on behalf of God’s people, including Paul’s work as an Apostle, Rom 11:14; 12:12; 1 Cor 12:5; 16:15; 2 Cor 11:8; Eph 4:11; 1 Tim 1:12; 2 Tim 4:11; Rev 2:19. (Diakonia is used of the Spirit’s work on our behalf, 2 Cor 3:8, 9.) 

1 Tim 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9 sets out God’s Will re Leadership – It sets a Goal

(In Mt 23:8-13 the Lord ruled out any idea of clergy and laity for His Church so the standards He sets for those called to Leadership are those which He calls every Christian to aim at, and He has equipped us all to live that way. But mature Christ-likeness doesn’t happen instantly and it involves patient effort. Those who are seen to be church workers, and those who are Leaders, represent the church as a whole, so need to be visibly Christ-like.

When I was about 22, and sure I knew what ought to be done, a friend and I were discussing with a Bible Teacher, the Elders we knew and had pointed out some of the ways in which they were failing. We were young, intelligent and full of bright ideas – they seemed old, stodgy and rather unwilling to do what we suggested. And none lived up fully to the specifications Paul gave to Timothy and Titus. He smiled and said “There may be some truth in your criticisms as no Elders are perfect, but Paul gave us those lists, not to provide us with stones to throw at the Elders we have. They’re there to show us the standards we must aim at so that when the need arises we can be the kind of Elders God wants. How well we’ve done that, is what the Lord will discuss with us when we meet Him!”
It’s easy for critics to say things like “Elder A's son has dropped out of church life. Elder B is provocative and bossy. Elder C is too wishy-washy. Elder D is too successful in business to be really honest,“ etc. Critics often found fault with Jesus who was sinless. Because they are human Elders etc are imperfect. God doesn’t demand perfection before we can serve Him, but He requires His servants to be committed to continued growth in the Lord and the Christian life. Maturity is required of them, not perfection. That involves conscious human weakness that has made mistakes, learnt hard lessons, and will yet make and learn more, and so is able to stand with others in their problems because they have learned the sufficiency of God’s grace, and the need for prompt repentance. 

God’s other purpose – To Indicate Suitability 

(It would seem from Acts 14:23, that as part of His gifts as an Apostle Paul had the God-given ability to know, in a congregation less than 1 year old, which men God had chosen and equipped for Eldership. It seems that that ability had not been granted to non-Apostles such as Timothy and Titus, as Paul passed on to them – and to us – the indications by which those God had chosen for Leadership were to be recognised.) 

1 Tim 3:15. says that chapter was written by Paul to Timothy to teach how people ought to BEHAVE/conduct themselves Anastrepho- One's character and way of life, as in 2 Cor 1:12; Eph 2:3; Heb 13:18. in God’s household- Oikos- House or household, as in 3:4, 5. The importance of the church is emphasised by its being the church of the Living God the pillar- A strong, beautiful, and important part of public buildings, as it supported the roof and gave attractive form to the building. Both the local Church, and its Leaders, Gal 2:9, should visibly dignify, and commend the God’s work. and GROUND/foundation- Hedraioma- A firm support. From Hedra– A seat. Hedraios- Steadfast, firm. of the truth. The local church is based on God’s Gospel truth. It is where God's Truth is enthroned, firmly held, and proclaimed. The character and conduct of its leadership must be appropriate to that. The wonder and Glory of that Truth is summarised in the next verse.

Titus 1:5. FOR THIS CAUSE/The reason I LEFT THEE/you IN CRETE THAT THOU SHOULDEST/you might SET IN ORDER/straighten out- Epidiorthoo- From Orthos- Straight. THE THINGS THAT ARE WANTING/what was left unfinished and ORDAIN/appoint- Kathistemi- Appoint a person to a position, to set in order, or set in place 
. From, Histemi- to stand, cause to stand, to set in place. Elders- Presbuteros. in every city, 
 as I appointed- Diatasso- To arrange thoroughly, set up, as God APPOINTED/directed- Diatasso the Tabernacle and its service, Acts 7:44. 

How People Become Leaders

Scripture shows four Interwoven Strands in this - God, the Individual, Existing Leadership, and Congregational Recognition. 
 (It is much the same with our Salvation which involves God's eternal purposes, the Life-Death-Resurrection of the Lord Jesus, the Bible, The Holy Spirit, Gospel Preaching, the Individual's response of Faith – All interwoven.) That any one Scripture may speak of only one aspect is appropriate. But we must not build on that one Scripture and ignore the others that are relevant, 2 Pet 1:20-21. It’s natural for our human natures to want to have only one “right way” for doing everything that can be summed up in a dogmatic slogan, and fought for. And to use that single “right way” as a mould into which every individual and local situation must be forced. God, who made the Sabbath for man's benefit, Mk 2:27, rather than made Man so that he could be forced into a Sabbath-keeping rigid mould, isn’t interested in such uniformity. Paul specifically pointed out/appointed elders, Acts 14:23. Delegated the task to Titus, Titus 1:5, and in the large, headstrong, church at Corinth he mildly urged them to accept the leadership of some men, who had ADDICTED/devoted themselves to caring for God's flock, 1 Cor 16:15-18. 

In His Loving Wisdom the Lord has provided a wide range of statements, incidental hints, etc, opening our eyes to possibilities, stirring our hearts to join Him in His loving care and leadership. This provides guidance that is flexible enough to encourage leadership to grow naturally out of the situations that exist wherever the Gospel is preached, and the Holy Spirit does His saving work, whether in the jungles of the Amazon, New York, or Beijing. "Grow Naturally," of course only in the sense that the development and exercise of Leadership is God's eternal loving purpose to which He bends His infinite Wisdom, and Power. And that produces in individual Believers, and whole Congregations, petitioning prayer, that seeks His will, and responds in obedient fellowship as it is made known. The Lord raised up the Judges, in answer to the prayers of the people, Judges 3:9, but not without the exercise of heart of the individual Judge.

God Raises Up Leaders

That certain people should be Leaders is a matter of God's provision and choice, and without Him, nothing good, or spiritual is done, Jn 15:5. The Lord personally called the 12 Apostles, and later called Paul. In Acts 20:28 Paul said to the Elders from the church at Ephesus they were to TAKE HEED UNTO/watch over yourselves (All God’s servants must be constantly seriously concerned about their own walk with God, as He uses only “clean vessels” 2 Tim 2:21. and to all the flock (equal concern for all, no partiality, 1 Tim 5:1; Jas 2:1-9; 3:17.) OVER/of which the Holy GHOST/Spirit has made you- Tithemi - To put, place. Tithemi is used of placing things in Mt 5:15; Mk 10:16, etc. It’s used of our Lord’, Mt 12:18; Acts 13:47; Heb 1:2; 1 Pet 2:6. It’s used of His ORDAINING/appointing His disciples to bear fruit, Jn 15:16, His appointing some in the Church to be Apostles, prophets, teachers, etc, 1 Cor 12:28. Cp 1 Tim 1:12, 2:7; 2 Tim 1:11.

Under God, Individual Believers are Exercised/Concerned

Being ambitious for office, desiring the status, power over others, and perks is sinful folly. But spontaneous involvement and exercise that sees a need for Leadership, and being ambitious to help and lead people is God-honouring. Especially when it goes with loyalty to existing leadership. 
 God will put such people, who do well their present responsibilities, into the position where they can lead effectively. That is the way the Lord works, Prov 22:29; Mt 24:43-45; Mt 25:20-30; Lk 16:10-11. The Lord doesn’t refuse volunteers, but requires them to count the cost, Mt 8:19-20.

1 Cor 16:15 The HOUSE/household of Stephanas (his slaves, or possibly sons). have ADDICTED/devoted– Tasso- To arrange, appoint, establish, etc. The only other places Tasso is used are Mt 28:16; Lk 7:8; Acts 13:48; 15:2; 22:10; 28:23; Rom 13:1. themselves to the MINISTRY/service- Diakonia of the saints, so Paul urged the Corinthian Believers to submit- Hupotasso to such people – Accept them as leaders and obey them.

1 Tim 3:1 If A MAN/anyone DESIRE/sets his heart on- Oregomai- To reach or stretch out after. So making a strenuous effort, not just a casual wish. Oregomai- is used of determination to become rich in 1 Tim 6:10, and of a life-moulding desire for a better country in Heb 11:16. THE OFFICE OF A BISHOP/on being an Overseer- Episkope- Overseeing. Supervising and controlling the church fellowship and their work, and taking responsibility for what they do. he DESIRETH/desires- Epithumeo- To set the heart upon, long for, covet, desire strongly. If the thing desired is good, the desire is also good - it’s used for both good and bad in Gal 5:17. As the thing he is reaching out after - the work of caring for the people of God - is good, so his desire is good and God approves it.

In 1 Pet 5:1-3 Peter the Apostle makes clear that being an Elder needs to be a matter of personal choice, by urging them to shepherd the flock AMONG/under YOU/your care TAKING THE OVERSIGHT/serving as Overseers- Episkopeo- Exercising watchful, guiding care over them NOT BY CONSTRAINT/because you must- Anagkastos. From Anankazo to put pressure on, compel, as in Lk 14:23. (Only God has the right to put pressure on people to care for the flock, because it is His flock, and He alone can give a man the heart for them that enables the work to be done well.) BUT WILLINGLY/ because you are willing as God wants you to be- Hekousios– Deliberately. (The word is used elsewhere only in Heb 10:26.

Existing Leadership has Responsibilities.

Moses trained Joshua, and Joshua made himself available as helper, Ex 33:11; Num 11:28; Num 14:6, etc. God provided Elijah with a helper, Elisha, to train as his successor, and Elisha made himself available for training, 1 K 19:16, 19-21. Existing Leadership always has a responsibility to pray earnestly to God to raise up Leaders, and to be alert to see in the congregation signs that He is doing so. They need to train those prospective Leaders by sharing with them what God says about Leadership, and their heart's concern for God’s provision to meet the needs of the flock, and giving them an increasing share of responsibility in it as the younger person's exercise deepens, and their skills develop, 3:10. 

Acts 6:1-6 God’s work was being hindered because the Leaders (the Apostles) were overworked. They, under God, solved the problem by stating the kind of people God would want to be leaders, and giving the congregation the responsibility of sorting out who were suitable. That gave the whole company the chance to develop an appreciation of what God wanted His people to be. God gave them wisdom, they chose Stephen, a man full of faith, etc, WHOM THEY SET BEFORE/they presented these men to the Apostles who prayed (The Head of the Church must have the final decision) THEY laid- Epitithemi- Epi- Upon. Tithemi- To put, place. their hands on them- God, those appointed, the existing leadership, and the congregation had all been involved.. God’s Word pictures His church as a congregation who are committed to fellowship in the Head, the Word, and the Gospel Commission, and in which young Christians are expected to pull their weight. Above all else an Assembly needs to provide example, instruction, and encouragement for converts to know, love, and serve our Lord, by caring for those younger in the faith, those in need, etc. And to do so from the moment of conversion, before their excitement and adaptability cools. Today it’s easier to hire workers and build an Assembly membership of 400, of whom 250 generally attend once a week, and 300 of whom are invisible at any other activity – But that isn’t what the NT calls a “church.”

In Acts 14:23 Paul and Barnabas.. ORDAINED/Appointed- Cheirotoneo- Cheir- Hand. Teino– To stretch out. Laid hands on the head or shoulder, or pointed to them. elders in EVERY/each Church and with prayer and fasting COMMENDED/committed them to the Lord. The only other place where Cheirotoneo is used is 2 Cor 8:19 of those chosen by Churches to accompany Paul with the gift to Jerusalem. Paul provided for the future provision of Elders-Overseers and Deacons by writing to Timothy and Titus describing the kind of people who God wished to exercise leadership among His people."

Congregational Initiative, Recognition, Endorsement & Appreciation

In Num 11:16 the men who were to be publicly declared to be Elders were already recognised by the congregation as doing the work of Elders. Presumably Paul did the same, and he passed on to Timothy and Titus the standards by which to judge suitability. "Who are the Elders of your Assembly?" a young man was asked. "The men I'd have confidence to ask help from," was the excellent reply. Such wouldn't necessarily coincide exactly with the "Official Eldership Panel." When their decisions are questioned Elders can be resentful and defend themselves by saying that God had appointed them and they must not be criticised. That is a natural human reaction, but the reaction of those most clearly appointed by God – the Apostles – was a Holy-Spirit led one. They expressed confidence in the spiritual discernment God gives to His people, and encouraged them to develop it. 

Acts 6:3 BRETHREN/brothers LOOK OUT/choose- Episkeptomai- To Inspect, to visit -look up, etc, as in Mt 25:36, 43; Lk 1:68, 78; 7:16; Acts 7:23; 15:14, 36; Heb 2:6; Jas 1:27. Here it means to look carefully and choose.  seven men- Leadership comes from among the congregation. Leaders are also brothers, Mt 23:8-12. Cp Deu 17:14-15. OF HONEST REPORT/who are known- Matureo- Witnessed to, i.e. of known character full of the Holy GHOST/Spirit- Known to be living in obedient fellowship with the Holy Spirit, as in Rom 8:1-16. and wisdom- Sophia- Insight into the true nature of things. Good sense, enlightened by the Spirit with “Wisdom from above, Jas 3:17-18. WHOM WE MAY APPOINT OVER THIS/we will turn over to them BUSINESS/responsibility. The existing leadership, the Apostles, were all Aramaic-0speaking Jews, and so were most of the congregation. But if it is to lead and rule acceptably leadership needs to include those with whom all of the congregation can identify. Grace triumphed in that the Congregation nominated men whose names associate them with the cultural minority from which the complaint had come. Let's do it that way, in Africa or NZ. "

1 Th 5:12-13 Paul urged the members of the young church at Thessalonica to KNOW/respect- Eido- To see and understand, know with the mind, recognise. Who LABOUR/work hard among you, who are over- Proistemi.. Pro– Before. Histemi- To stand. So to stand before the congregation directing, teaching and being an example to the. Congregation. Check this meaning by looking up the other places where Proistemi is used which are Rom 12:8; 1 Tim 3:4-5, 12; 5:17; Titus 3:8, 14. you in the Lord AND/who admonish you. ESTEEM/hold them – Hegeomai- To lead, rule be chief, etc as in Mt 2:6; Lk 22:26, etc, or to lead before the mind, count, think, etc, as in 2 Cor 9:5; Heb 10:29, etc HIGHLY/in the highest regard in love because of their work. 

Retirement of Elders-Overseers

The public work of God’s OT servants the Levites commenced at 30 years and ceased at 50, Num 4:3, 23, 30, 35, 39, 43, 47. 8:25-26. This is the only Biblical parallel known to me. The Elder who, of those known to me, most closely conformed to the Biblical pattern refused to attend "Oversight/Business meetings" after he retired from secular work at 65, saying. "I've seen too many old men destroy in their last 10 years what they had spent 40 years building." When told we couldn't do without him he replied "Well I must have been wasting my time as an Elder” His absence left us free to develop responsibility relying not on him, but the Lord, and individually we still talked and prayed things over with him as need arose. A brother with experience in visiting Assemblies in many countries said that the distinguishing feature of dying Assemblies was an Oversight averaging 70 yrs old. In flourishing Assemblies the average age was about 40. I was going to the Business meeting for 10 years before I was mature enough to take much responsibility. At 60 I found I was losing my sense of proportion, and becoming too easily upset emotionally to be much use. But as old Christians, we can still care for and encourage young Christians long after we are too old to be helpful as a decision-making Elder-Overseer. 

Biblical Leadership is Related to & Responsible for a Local Church

But at times they may be involved in discussing with other Leaders matters of Doctrine and Practice The Apostle Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem to discuss a question with the Leaders there. This confirmed the Gospel, and strengthened fellowship between Gentile and Jewish Believers, and encouraged the growth of God’s work, Acts 15. 1-16:4. Cp Gal 2:1-10. Later Paul’s concern to avoid division moved him to come with representatives of Gentile churches bringing a welfare gift. The Jerusalem church received them and their gift as “clean” acknowledging them as brothers in Christ, and at their request Paul took part in Temple ritual to demonstrate that he wasn’t “Anti-Moses,” Acts 21:1-26; Rom 15:25-31. Co-operation between congregations to meet the needs of poorer churches, handled by local leaders, had already been demonstrated, as recorded in Acts 11:29-30.

Oversight by Elders is WORK - not an “Office”

I’ve read that to King James “Presbyterianism agreed with the Devil.” Tyndale had translated Episkopos as Overseer, but James insisted that the Catholic title of Bishop be used in the English translation, as a church ruled by Bishops and a nation ruled by a King would support each other. As a result The OFFICE of a BISHOP 1 Tim 3:1 KJV suggests the man was aiming at a position of wealth and power in the church - a wicked ambition. In fact Bishops in the Church of England live in a "Palace" and sat in the House of Lords. Their salary 150 years ago was 8 times that of the top University Scientist, and 200 times the wages of a working man. When the evangelical Anglican C.M.S was formed they sent Lutherans as missionaries, as until Gladstone appointed Bishops Moule and Ryle no English Bishop would authorise the sending of an Anglican as a missionary. Revival in Ireland was blocked by the Bishop’s ruling that no one could be admitted to church fellowship until they took the oath of allegiance to the British Sovereign.

What God’s Word says is If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer he desires a GOOD/noble- Kalos- Intrinsically good, attractive, beautiful, etc. THING/task- Ergon - A work, deed, task. Ergon is used of work which glorified God, Mt 5:16; of the work the Lord Jesus was doing, Mt 11:2; the anointing of Jesus, Mt 26:10, and of the work the Lord gives to each of us to do in His absence, Mk 13:34, etc. The nature of the work is “good” and “noble” because of the Nature of Him who makes men Elders-Overseers, and because of the value He places on the people under their care – They are the church of God which he has PURCHASED/bought with His own blood, Acts 20:28. The Overseer is as it says in Titus 1:7 the STEWARD OF GOD/entrusted with God's work- Oikonomia- The Law or arrangement of a house. Oikos- House, household. Nomos- Law, rule. An Overseer is responsible to manage the local Church to ensure that everything functions as it should according to God's rules for His "Family and Household."

Acts 20:28. they are to  TAKE HEED THEREFORE UNTO/Keep watch over yourselves- Cp 1 Tim 4:16. The Elder's first responsibility is to pay careful attention and forethought to his own life so that he can continue to function in fellowship with the Lord as an example and help to others. It will not honour God if he neglects his own spiritual life of fellowshipping with God in Prayer and His Word, or his family, business, or health. and to all the flock- Poimnion- Little or dear flock- Affectionate diminutive of Poimne- Flock. Cp Lk 12:32. This describes a local church, in which they know every member. 
 The process would involve their own heart's exercise and desire, and the encouragement of others, but the central thought is that it is a solemn Holy responsibility committed to them by the Holy Spirit. Paul had reminded them of the nature and cost of Leadership in verses 13-27, as an earnest challenge to the Elders to follow his example. He then challenges them with the need to be constantly alert to the possibility of disaster. 

20:29-30 After MY DEPARTING/I leave GRIEVOUS/savage wolves will come in.. not spare the flock- They may fake the appearance of sheep, Mt 7:15, but their only interest in the flock is in exploiting them for their own advantage. They may be state persecutors, cult leaders, etc. ALSO OF YOUR OWN SELVES/number- Genuine Believers, especially Christian Leaders. men will arise  SPEAKING PERVERSE THINGS/and distort the truth Cp 2 Pet 3:16. in order to draw away disciples after them- They have been used of God as a blessing to men, but instead of concentrating on pointing followers to depend on the Lord and His Word they develop distinctive interpretations. And say things like "I'm the leader who really understands the truth, and has the Spirit's power. Trust ME, follow ME, stand with ME against other Leaders, and you will be happy, blessed." The sheep who follow them are theirs to shear, and their pride and their refusal to allow balancing teaching will move them ever further into folly. Cp Rom 16:17-18. 

In Acts 20:31-35 Paul reminds them of his example of sacrificial care of the “Flock” and commends them to God, who he had demonstrated to be faithful. And to the Gospel Word of God’s grace, which Paul had preached, and lived by, so that he had demonstrated to them that it was sufficient to build them up to carry out the work God had given them, and guarantee future blessedness for them. Cp 2 Pet 1 2-11.The Apostle Peter describes the work of Elders as being Shepherds who work under the Chief Shepherd. 1 Pet 5:1. The Elders- Presbuteros among you I EXHORT/appeal to . WHO AM ALSO AN ELDER/as a fellow-elder- Sumpresbuteros. As an Apostle Peter had been, under God, one of the God-appointed men on whose witness to Christ, the Lord had built His church, Mt 16:18; Acts 2:1-47; 8:5-17; 1 Cor 3:10-11; Eph 2:20. Peter describes his present work as being an Elder caring for and directing the continuing growth of God’s people and of the Church of which they were members. This work requires Christ-like humility, Jn 13: 1-17. Peter demonstrates this spirit of humility by addressing elders in this way, rather than standing aloof and giving orders as an Apostle. This is similar to Paul's attitude in Acts 20:28. In the next verse he describes their work.

1 Pet 5:2 FEED/be shepherds of- Poimaino - To shepherd a flock. That God gave Shepherd care to Israel is stated in Gen 49:24; Num 27:17; Ps 80:1; Isa 40:11; 63:11; Jer 31:10; Ezek 34:2-31; 37:24; Zech 10:2-3; 13:7, and in Ps 23 David expressed his confident joy in the Lord’s shepherd care. In Mt 2:6. Poimaino is used of the shepherd care of the Ruler who was to be born at Bethlehem. It’s used in Jn 21:16 of Peter FEED/take care of my sheep and in Acts 20:28. In Jude 12 it’s used of selfish Shepherds who feed only themselves. In Rev 2:7; 12:5; 19:6, it’s used of the Lord as the man child who will rule- Poimaino the nations with a rod of iron. More cheerfully Rev 7:17 assures us that the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be His people’s Shepherd. Poimen- a Shepherd, is used of spiritual shepherds in Mt 9:36; Mk 6:34; Jn 10:2, 11, 12, 14, 16; Eph 4:11; Heb 13:20; 1 Pet 2:25. One aspect of shepherd care is a willingness to help when people are physically or spiritually weak, Jas 5:14. Cp 2 Cor 1:3-7; 1 Th 5:14-15. 

5:3 being ENSAMPLES/examples- Tupos - Model for imitation or warning. 
As a reminder that Elders must beware of thinking in terms of their position and power Peter warns  NEITHER AS BEING LORDS/not lording it over- Katakurieuo- Kata- Intensive. Kurieuo  To have Lordship. GOD'S HERITAGE/those entrusted to you. Jesus is Lord- Kurios, and the Universe will acknowledge that, Phil 2:11. In Mt 20:24-28 He said the PRINCES/rulers of the Gentiles EXERCISE DOMINION/lord it over Katakurieuo- them But leaders among His followers must follow His example of humble service. Cp Mk 10:42-45. In Acts 19:16 
 Katakurieuo- is used of the man overpowering Paul’s imitators. And in Rev 17:14; 19:16. of the triumphant Lamb of God.. In grace the Lord shares with Elders us the privilege and responsibilities of being workers together with Him in caring for His flock. But we must never forget that the flock which we lead is HIS inheritance, given Him by the Father, Jn 6:39-40; Eph 1:18, and we must beware of acting as if the local Church was our property, to use as we choose, to further our aims, and bring glory to us. This would be an insult to God, but a worse insult may be that of being reluctant to exercise leadership, 5:2, as that would be despising His people.

How Leaders are kept On Course

By personal alertness- Acts 20:31. THEREFORE WATCH/So be on your guard- Gregoreuo- To watch, keep awake, be alert on guard, as the Lord urged the Disciples at the end of the Last Supper, Mt 26:40-41 Keeping in mind good examples and sound Bible teaching-.Remember- Mnemoneuo- To call to mind, remember actively, keep in mind. That for three years I CEASED NOT TO WARN/never stopped warning- Noutheteo- To put in mind. Nous- Mind, Tithemi- To put. Putting into their minds God’s truth, alerting people to things that are wrong or right by giving them instruction with regard to them. EVERY ONE/each of you  with tears.

By realising and relying on God’s faithful, constant concern for them and His Flock. 20:32. Now brothers I COMMEND/commit you- Paratithemi- Place you alongside or with, God and to the word- 1 Tim 3:1. of his grace- Charis-. The unmerited, generous, wise response of God to our need that is proclaimed in the Gospel. which is ABLE/can- Dunamai- To be able, to have the power to. build you up- It is God's Word that is able to build us up in Christ. Paul's prayer challenges them to spend time with God in His Word so that it builds them up, and keeps them from going astray, and leading others astray. 
 and give you an inheritance among all /those who are sanctified- Hagiazo- Made fit for fellowship with God and set apart for Himself.

By keeping our eyes on the Lord and His Coming again. (Cp Mt 24:45-51; Lk 12:42-44; Heb 12:2.) 1 Pet 5:4. When the Chief Shepherd- Archipoimen- Arche- Chief, first, original and founding pattern Shepherd. The Lord who is Shepherd of all His sheep, including their human shepherds, Ps 23, Jn 10, etc. SHALL APPEAR/appears you will receive the crown- Stephanos- From Stepho- a Circle. A crown of leaves etc awarded to a winning athlete, 1 Cor 9:25, or as a public honour following a victory or distinguished action, or worn by bridegroom and bride symbolising the honour and joy of their wedding. Then, their fellowship with the Lord in the shepherd care of His sheep - a suffering with Him often, as well as a rejoicing - will be a visible honour and joy. Unlike a wreath of leaves, which, like all earthly experiences is temporary, that crowning wreath will be of Glory- 1 Pet 5:1. that will never fade AWAY. Our Lord wore a Stephanos- of thorns, Mt 27:29. There will be crowns for His faithful servants, 2 Tim 4:8; Jas 1:12; Rev 2:10; 3:11; 4:4. 

By their looking to their Lord’s example, Phil 2:1-16 and avoiding pride. 5:5-6. LIKEWISE/in the same way- The way the Elders-Shepherds serve the Chief Shepherd, in obedient fellowship with Him, sets the pattern which the younger Believers are to follow as they serve under the Elders, and obediently fellowship with them in Christ, and under His Lordship. 
 YOUNGER/Young men SUBMIT/be submissive- Hupotasso- 1 Tim 3:4. Hupo- Under, Tasso- To Arrange. Originally it meant to form up in ranks as an army under its commander. It applies equally well to any situation requiring individuals to take their place and fulfil a role - Orchestra, sports team, etc. When each member of an orchestra “submits” to the seating plan and takes their correct place, and submits to the score, and submits to the Conductor's baton, and submerges their individuality, interpretations, skills, inclinations to that of the whole orchestra, beautiful music is created. Competitive individualism can’t produce that! The Bible is the "score" for our music, our Conductor is invisible, and the seating plan largely so, but the Church Leadership, and Church organisation should represent them visibly, as far as possible. When the orders are given we're to take our places in the ranks, and move ahead with God's people.

Submit yourselves- The Bible doesn’t command Leaders to force followers to obey them. The Lord honours Elders and young Believers, (And, Husband/Wives, Parents/Children, Masters/ Servants, Eph 5:21-6:9.) by speaking to each directly about the way they should live within their roles. to THE ELDER/ those who are older- 1 Tim 5:17. all of you ((be subject- Hupotasso is implied but not repeated in the older Greek texts) to one another and BE CLOTHED/clothe yourselves with humility- Tapeinophrosune- Tapeinos - Low-lying, unobtrusive. (As mountains will be - Tapeinoo, Lk 3:5) Phren- Mind. So humbleness, as opposed to aggressive self-assertiveness that demands that it gets its own way in everything. Christ-like humility doesn't require us to shuffle around apologetically, switch our minds and imaginations off, and do what we're told. It means seeing the Lord as being as great and glorious as He is, and His Church and His purposes for it being great and glorious too. And as a result not forcing our ideas on it, or claiming imagined "rights" because of what we've done for it. (To do that is like carving our name on the king’s palace.) It means our valuing ourselves as objects of His loving purposes, and fulfilling them enthusiastically, but also valuing others, and encouraging them to fulfil God's purpose for them too. Every verse of Phil 2:1-16 is relevant, including the bit about grumbling! It’s true that we are called to die to self, but that is because The Son of God loved me, and gave Himself for me, and dying to self is the only way we can live in the joy of that love, Jn 15:9-12..The Apost1e demonstrated this humility in calling himself their “fellow Elder.” 1 Pet 5:1. [Follow Tapeinophrosune through Acts 20:10; Eph 4:2; Phil 2:3; Col 2:18, 23; 3:12.] 

FOR/because God RESISTETH/opposes- Antitassomai- Anti- Against. Tasso- To Arrange. So to arrange or set oneself in battle against, oppose, etc, as in Acts 18:6; Rom 13:2. The proud- Leaders are important, but apparently less important to the body than the parts that work unseen, 1 Cor 12:21. If leaders get proud and don’t act like their Lord, Phil 2:1-16, they are on a collision course with Him. God can’t adjust His perfect purposes and ways to our petty ones, and must oppose and frustrate whatever is done in pride. but gives grace to the humble- Tapeinos- lowly, humble. It's those who acknowledge their need and ask for God's help that receive it. The proud self-sufficient miss out. Cp Pharisee and Publican, Lk 18:9-13. Humble yourself therefore under the mighty hand of God- Still speaking to the Elders, and including their "Flock." That He may EXALT/lift you up in due time- Kairos- A set or proper time, season, such as Spring, harvest time. God sends fruit, etc at the right time. God doesn’t promise to lift us up, make us a success etc at the time we ourselves choose – He acts when it’s the best possible time for all concerned. (Also, the present time is the season for witnessing etc in fellowship with the self-humbling rejected Christ, our Saviour and Lord. It’s our time for humble suffering and service. The time when all His servants will be exalted is when we join Him in Glory, to reign with Him. )

Finally Leaders and all God’s children are kept on course by prayer for themselves and others. 5:7. Cast all your CARE/anxiety upon Him for He CARETH/cares for you- No Leader rightfully carries any rightful burden alone. If we try to, it will crush us and we will suffer "burn out" – We will be a smouldering wick (it burns itself) rather than a shining light (An instrument by which the supplied oil burns, while itself is not consumed.) 

Heb 13:18 Pray for us- All Leaders need our prayers at least as much as we need theirs. Our lack of prayer for them may be to blame for the failures we’re tempted to criticise them for Mutual prayers bring Leader and Follower into fellowship with each other in their Lord who pours His blessings through that link. God is free to answer our prayers when We have a GOOD/clear- Kalos- Beautiful and good, attractive and fitted to its purpose. conscience (1 Tim 3:9. in ALL THINGS/every way willing to live HONESTLY/ honourably- Kalos– An Overseer’s work is Good- Kalos, 1 Tim 3:1. A willingness to live an honest-good-beautiful = Christ-like life, is essential for anyone who desires to be a Leader. It will keep us from “Double-mindedness” that robs prayer of effectiveness, Jas 1:5-8. None of us will be perfect, but those who are willing to be – and don’t put the brakes on when God tries to speed up the process - will be increasingly enabled to live to God's Glory, Isa 35:8; Jn 7:17; 2 Cor 8:12; Eph 4:1-3; Col 1:9-14; 1 Jn 2:20. 

James 4:7-8 After explaining that quarrelling and division among Christians is caused by leaders (and others) following their natural desires and the wisdom of this world. To avoid this and do God’s work we must  Submit– Hupotasso- to God. Resist– Antihistemi- To stand against. the devil and he will flee from you- When we submit ourselves to God we’re like an army drawn up in its ranks, wearing its equipment, each soldier is protected by every other soldier - The enemy will keep his distance. 
 DRAW NIGH/Come near to God and he will DRAW NIGH/come near to you- Not just pray asking God’s help, but shifting our position, attitude, desires, words and actions so they are near to God’s ones, in tune with His revealed will. Doing this puts us out of the Devil’s reach. Only when we deliberately seek to draw near to God will we have sufficient light to know what His will is, and sufficient love for Him to desire to do it, and sufficient love for our neighbour or our enemy to treat him as we should, Jn 3:19-21; Phil 2:12-13. Our Lord has demonstrated that humble obedience to Scripture (not merely knowing it and quoting it) puts the Devil at a distance. Mt 4:10-11. Cp Eph 6:11-19; 1 Pet 5:8-9.

CLEANSE/Wash your hands you sinners– Our hands are what we work with, so this refers to the way we do the things. God can’t help us to do His work unless our hands are clean from selfish desires, and in fellowship with His Spirit, Gal 5:16-24. That requires us to be walking in the light, have confessed sinful works, forsaken them and been cleansed Jn 1:3-9. We may go through the motions of working with God, but if our “hands” are defiled with selfish ambition, assertiveness, anger, quarrelling, partisanship, and lack of love, what we’re doing is an empty sham, 1 Cor 13:1-3. Purify your hearts you double-minded- Dipsuchos- as in Jas 1:8. Unless our motives and goals are in line with God’s purposes He can’t work with us, or answer our prayers. Only when we are willing to turn to God in repentance can God deal with the problems we face, 4:9-11 BE AFFLICTED/Grieve and mourn and WEEP/wail etc. And true repentance requires us to deal with God about our own motives and actions and stop blaming others for the problem and SPEAK NOT EVIL/do not slander– Don’t say bad things about others or disparage them. 

The Respect and Support Due to Elders-Overseers

Their labours are often exhausting, but they must not be thankless or unsupported. 1 Tim 5:17. Elders- Presbuteros. Who RULE/direct the affairs of- Proistemi- To stand before, lead, direct, as in 1 Tim 3:4. the church well- Kalos- Beautiful and good, attractive and fitted to its purpose. Their labours have made the church more what God wants it to be, encouraged growth in its members, and made God’s Gospel convincing and attractive to outsiders. BE COUNTED/are worthy- Axioo- To think or count worthy, to deserve.. Axioo is used in Lk 7:7; Acts 15:38; 2 Th 1:11; Heb 3:3; 10:29, etc. of double honour- Time- Value, money paid, esteem, honour. Time is used mostly of the honour due to a parent, ruler, etc or to God as in Jn 4:44; Acts 28:10; Rom 13:7; 1 Tim 1:17, etc. It’s used also for a price paid or money received as in Mt 27:6; Acts 4:34 etc. Honouring hard-working Elders may sometimes involve giving them material support to free them for the work they are doing already. But it’s certainly true that they are doubly worthy of respect, obedience, prayer support, and thanks. especially THEY/those who LABOUR/work- Kopiao- To work hard and be weary, exhausted.. It’s a present participle, so it means those elders who at the cost of weariness are working hard in THE WORD/preaching- Logos Studying and proclaiming God’s Word. and DOCTRINE/teaching- Didaskkalia- Instruction, doctrine, and the teaching of it. From Didasko- To teach, give instruction. As in 1 Cor 9:1-14 this is supported by quoting Deu 25:4; Lk 10:7. 

The Lord Jesus was a target for much criticism, and in fellowship with Him Elders may have to make unpopular decisions, so must be protected from unjust criticism. 5:19 against and elder RECEIVE/do not entertain- Paradechomai- To receive or admit, with approval, welcome. an accusation- Kategoria- A criminal charge, accusation. Kategoria is used in Lk 6:7 of men looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, and in Jn 18:29; Titus 1:6. The related word Kategoros- An accuser, is used in Jn 8:10; Acts 23:30, 35; 24:8; 25:16, 18; Rev 12:10. BUT BEFORE/unless it is brought by two or three witnesses- Gossip, and unsupported accusations against anyone is against God's will, Deu 17:6; 19:15; Lev 19:16; Prov 16:28; 20:19; 26:20; Mt 18:16. But protection against it is especially important for Leaders because they occupy a public position, and they cannot function well unless they are protected from underhand accusations. We tend to be jealous of those recognised as Leaders, when we're not. When Leaders or Preachers require of us something that goes against our natural desires, we tend to defend our self-will by criticising them, and so hardening our conscience against the Lord, Heb 3:7-8. We need to discourage each other from doing this. Since I learned to respond to serious gossip by offering to go with the accuser to interview the accused with them, my offer has not yet been taken up.

But if an accusation is proved public action must be taken 5:20. THEM THAT/those who sin REBUKE/are to be rebuked- Elencho/Elegcho- To convict, reprove, rebuke or expose. Its used in Lk 3:19; Jn 3:20; 8:46; 16:8, etc.. BEFORE ALL/publicly- Enopion- In the sight of. En- In. Ops- The eye. As Paul rebuked Peter, Gal 2:11-16. Because leaders occupy a public position, it's essential that if they are known to have sinned, the matter must be dealt with publicly - no cover up. 
 It doesn't refer to raking up past sins that were dealt with, repented of, and forsaken. It's a present participle, so "They that ARE SINNING," and persisting in it, rebuke. so that others MAY FEAR/may take warning.. 

To get full benefit from the work of our Elders we need to have the right attitude towards them and what they are doing. We must Heb 13:7-8. Remember- Mnemonneuo To remember, keep remembering, keep in mind. Cp Acts 20:31. THEM WHICH HAVE THE RULE OVER YOU/your leaders- Hegeomai- To lead, preside, rule. who HAVE SPOKEN/ spoke the word of God- Titus 1:9. WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW/and imitate their faith- We are Believers, God's children, because these people spoke God's Word to us, believed it, obeyed it, lived it before us - and humanly speaking we followed them in that CONSIDERING/consider- Anatheoreo- To look at carefully. Ana- Intensive Theoreo- To view with interest and purpose, carefully observing details.

THE END OF/outcome- Ekbasis- From Ek- Out. Baino- To go. What results from it. Its “fruit,” Mt 7:15-20. their CONVERSATION/way of life- Anastrophe- Behaviour, conduct. The way of life which was the outcome of the Word of God they believed and preached. It isn't a matter of slavishly following every ruling they made, and the details of their life-style, and continuing to do so until we die. We're to hold fast the unchanging Word of God which they passed on to us, and proclaim it. We're to take careful notice of the way their whole life flowed out from that Word of God, and the principles they followed. And to live as they did, applying God's Word in the changing circumstances of our lives, and the witness, work, and worship of the Assembly. Depending directly on the unchanging Lord, and the unchanging revelation of His will in the Bible, and the Spirit of God, as they did. Like them we’re to live, Heb 12:1-3, with our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today and forever. The unchanging One, who will meet our every need, as He met theirs - some of the needs we face are ones they couldn't imagine!

13:17. Obey- Peitho- To convince by argument, trust, believe, have confidence in, allow oneself to be persuaded. Not slavish, mechanical obedience, but a willingness to be taught, and persuaded to act accordingly. THEM THAT.. RULE/your leaders- 13:7 and submit to their authority- The reason for this is they keep WATCH FOR- Agrupneo- To be sleeplessly watchful. Agreuo- To Chase. Hupnos- Sleep. Being a Leader of God's people may drive sleep from us. In fellowship with the Lord, we share a part in their sufferings, triumphs and follies. Parents lose sleep in caring for children and so do God’s servants. Note what Paul says in 2 Cor 11:27-29; Gal 4:19; 1 Th 2:7-12. Parental care and shepherding God’s flock can’t be limited, to "Office hours." And is useless without love, Rom 5:5; 1 Cor 13:1-3. YOUR SOULS/you- Psuche- Soul, life, inner being, the invisible natural life, personality, feelings, will, desire, and the eternal spiritual equivalent that grows out of it. as THEY/men who must give an account- Apodidomi Logos - Apo- Back. Didomi- To give. Logos- Word. Literally, to give back words. Leadership is a stewardship for which leaders must give account to the Lord at His Judgment Seat – as will those under their care- 2 Cor 5:9-11. Cp Mt 12:36; Rom 14:12. But as those under their care belong to the Lord Himself, and are always a matter of His interest and care, Christian Leaders are to be putting into words spoken to God = prayer, all their concerns. 

So that their work will be a joy not WITH GRIEF/a burden- Stenazo.- To sigh, groan, grumble etc. Stenazo is used in Mk 7:34; Rom 8:23; 2 Cor 5:2, 4; Jas 5:9. for that would be UNPROFITABLE/no advantage FOR/to you- Alusiteles- Not making good the expense involved. The Leaders work on our account (It's a faint echo of the Lord's own work for us) so we should reward them with joy, a joy shared by their Master in Heaven. How sad if our rebellious attitude, or indifference, means that the work the Leaders do for us, is a waste of time, effort, concern, and prayer, because if so that reflects what the Lord gets back from us for all He has done for us. Unprofitable for us and a disgrace to our Lord – “Oh Lord in your mercy save us from being that!”

Is Leadership a Gift?

To be an Elder, Overseer, Deacon etc isn’t a spiritual endowment in the sense that some in the early Church found themselves suddenly able to prophesy, heal the sick, speak or translate foreign languages, etc. Leadership in a local church requires a variety of people with different abilities working together under the Head of the Church and at His direction. One ability in the list of spiritual-Spirit-endowed gifts in 1 Cor 12 is directly relevant GOVERNMENTS/administration- Kubernesis The guiding of the local assembly/ church is like the work of a Kubernetes- Shipmaster or steersman who controls a ship so that it goes where it should go. Every member is baptised in the Spirit and lives by Him, 12:13, and each has some gift. Among the Elders some would need to be gifted in wisdom, knowledge, faith, teaching and helping, 12:8-9, 28, and I’ve had the blessing of sharing oversight with such people. All Christians need an understanding of God’s Gospel as set out in Rom 1-11, and on that basis need to obey Rom 12. As we place ourselves in God’s hands as a living sacrifice we are able to recognise and use the gifts He has given us rightly, and to His glory. These working gifts include RULE/Leadership- Proistemi as in 1 Th 5:12; 1 Tim 3:4. When Leaders, teachers etc are tempted to feel more important than others we need to remember that leadership is 8th in the Rom 12 list and 1 Cor 12:22-25 assures us that it’s the gifts which function unseen that are the really essential ones. Any thought of Leaders being a different class of people from their congregations, and not answerable to the same Bible commands, is ruled out by the Lord’s words in Mt 23:8-13

Essential Qualifications - Spiritual

Leaders may get help in their work by attending Bible College courses, seminars or reading books if their teachers are Godly. And if we already have a heart-love for the Lord and His people, 1 Cor 13:1-3, and a Rom 12:1-2 commitment to use what we learn in obedient, dependent fellowship with the Lord. It’s much easier to look at an apparently successful church through the eyes of human, worldly wisdom and analyse the skills involved – ignoring the power of God’s Word and God’s Spirit at work in it, and to structure a course based on developing those skills. And attract students by promising them that gaining a pass mark will guarantee them a good paid job as Pastor, and rapid success in that work. God in His Word never promises that we can mass-produce Godly, competent Leaders. He does say that to be a true Elder-Overseer requires 1 Tim 3:9. HOLDING/they should keep hold of THE MYSTERY/deep truths- Musterion - Truths that can’t be discovered by reasoning, but must be revealed. Especially those revealed in Christ, Heb 1:1-3. Musterion is used in Eph 3:1-21 particularly of the truths about the Church being formed of individual Jews and Gentiles responding to God’s Gospel being preached, receiving Christ, being born of the Spirit, and baptised by the Spirit into Christ’s body the Church, Jn 1:12-13; 3:2-16; 1 Cor 12:13. of the Faith- As in Jude 3. God's will revealed in His Word, for us to study, trust, obey, and be blessed and a blessing as a result. 

It’s not just a matter of knowing the facts, or having a certificate guaranteeing one has passed exams on them - the truths of the Gospel must be held IN/with A PURE/clear conscience- The singleness of heart and mind that is loyal to the Lord, with no axe to grind, or personal reservations that makes God’s wisdom available to us, Jas 1:5-8, 25. Cp Jas 3:13. The more the Christian worker understands Scripture the better, but it’s more important that he should maintain a clear conscience by living out what he has learnt. When we see individuals or groups blessed and used by God in spite of what we see as ignorance and compromised associations the reason may well be their obedient faith, and delight in doing the little that they have learned of God. If they really are being blessed of God, we will see them grow up into fuller knowledge of truth, and greater separation from folly and evil, as their conscience is enlightened. 

This essential Gospel Faith is summed up as 3:16. the mystery of godliness .GOD/He WAS MANIFEST/appeared in THE FLESH/a body, Jn 1:1, 14, 18; Heb 1:1-2, JUSTIFIED/ vindicated- Dikaioo- Declared and demonstrated to be Righteous. IN/by the Spirit Rom 1:3-4, was seen by angels- Angelos- God's messengers, angelic or human. Probably the human witnesses to His resurrection, Acts 1:3. preached UNTO/among the GENTILES/ nations- A world-wide Gospel proclamation had begun. believed on in the world- As a result of that Gospel preaching in spite of the world's hostility. RECEIVED/was taken up INTO/in glory. 
The Leader is to keep his eyes on the Lord, conscious of His presence and so be free from the fear of people, Prov 29:25; Col 3:23-24. 5:21. I charge THEE/you- Diamarturomi- To bear solemn witness to. BEFORE/in the sight of God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels- The Angelic Hosts take an interest in us, and will be associated with the Lord when He comes in Glory. This heightens the challenge to us to live to His Glory, Lk 12:8-9; 15:10; Heb 12:22; 1 Pet 1:12, etc. OBSERVE/keep- Phulasso- To guard, watch over, carefully obey. From Phulax- A Guard, Acts 5:23; 12:6. these THINGS/ instructions WITHOUT PREFERRING ONE BEFORE ANOTHER/partiality- Prokrima- Pre-judgment, prejudice. DOING/do NOTHING BY PARTIALITY/out of favouritism- Prosklisis- A leaning towards. Pros- Towards. Klino- To lean. A very solemn charge. We must do and say, all we do and say, as in the presence of the Lord - Because that is the fact of our existence, and functioning.

The use that’s to be made of this God-revealed Truth that is dear to the Leader’s heart is given in Titus 1:9. HOLDING FAST/He must hold firmly- Antechomai-To hold firmly, hold close to oneself, hug. Anti- Against. Echo- To have. Antechomai- is used in Mt 6:24; Lk 16:13; 1 Th 5:14. the FAITHFUL/trustworthy WORD/message as HE/it has been taught so that he MAY BE ABLE/can- Dunatos- Powerful, strong, capable, able to do things. by sound- Hugiaino- Healthy, health-giving – “Hygienic.” DOCTRINE- Didaskalia- Teaching, instruction, 1 Tim 5:17. TO EXHORT/so that he can encourage- Parakaleo- Para- Alongside. Kaleo- To Call. So to come alongside to exhort, strengthen, help, encourage, comfort etc the person in whatever need they have. (The Holy Spirit is our Parakletos- Comforter, Guide and Strengthener, Jn 14:16, etc.) So encourage others by sound advice. and to CONVINCE/refute- 1 Tim 5:20. THE GAINSAYERS/those who oppose it- Antilego- To Speak or argue against, contradict. Anti- against, Lego- to speak. 

Essential Qualifications – Personal Temperament & Character

(We could all profitably read this every morning, preferably before breakfast, as it is largely in the home that these attitudes and skills are learned.)

1 Tim 3:2 the BISHOP/overseer must be.. VIGILANT/temperate- Nephaleos- From Nepho-- Free from the influence of alcohol. Figuratively- not irresponsible, and perhaps not erratic, carried away by temporary enthusiasms. Nepho is used of being sober, self-controlled in 1 Th 5:7, 8; 2 Tim 4:5; 1 Pet 1:13; 4:7; 5:8. Nephaleos is used in 1 Tim 3:11; Titus 2:2. SOBER/self controlled- Sophron- Of sound mind. Sozo- To Save. Phren- Mind. Self controlled, sensible, moderate in opinions and passions. Not boringly solemn, but having a “saved mind,” his outlook, thinking and planning transformed by the Saviour, and having a saving, healthy effect on others. Sophron is used again in Titus 1:8; 2:2, 5. OF GOOD BEHAVIOUR/respectable- Kosmios- Orderly, well-arranged, decent, modest (Used elsewhere only in 1 Tim 2:9.).From Kosmos- Order, arrangement, etc. Kosmos is usually used negatively of the godless world system. This verse is speaking of a man whose life and behaviour is an orderly, consistent, and attractive whole that adorns- Kosmeo the doctrine of Christ, Titus 2:10, so is an attractive representative of the Church. 

I Tim 3:8 Deacons- Diakonos MUST BE GRAVE/are to be men worthy of respect- Semnos-Serious, noble-minded, earning respect. Seriousness of purpose and God-honouring self-respect in conduct. Semnos is used in 1 Tim 3:11; Titus 2:2. In Phil 4:8 it’s translated as HONEST/noble. NOT DOUBLE-TONGUED/sincere- Dilogos- Saying one thing to one, another to another.

Titus 1:7-8 Not SELFWILLED/overbearing- Authades- As in 2 Pet 2:10. Auto- Self. Hedomai- Pleasure. So, not self-willed, self-pleasing, arrogant. Our Lord's ruling in Mt 23:1-12; Lk 22:24-27, rejected the leadership style of the Gentiles, and of the Pharisees. That’s not easy for people who, like me, seem to be naturally bossy and get annoyed easily. not SOON ANGRY/quick tempered- Doesn’t hit out angrily (with fists or words) at people who disagree with him. A LOVER OF GOOD MEN/one who loves what is good- Philagathos- Phileo- Friendship love. Agathos- Good and beneficial in its effect. SOBER/self-controlled- 1 Tim 3:2. JUST/Upright- Dikaios- That which is righteous, just, right. All Christians are justified by Grace, this refers to living that way in the sight of God and man. holy- Hosios- Right in relation to God, holy, as opposed to what is unrighteous, or polluted.. Holy people keep clear of things God keeps clear of. TEMPERATE/disciplined- Enkrates/Egkrates- Exercising strong self-control. En- In. Kratos- strength. The self control- Egkrateuomai needed for an athlete to become a winner, 1 Cor 9:25. That seems impossible when one’s mind and emotions are unstable and we tend to think and feel quite differently from day to day – but the next verse gives us the answer, whatever our mind and emotions may run to we are to always hang on to God’s Word – Believe it, pray and do what it says.

Essential Qualifications – Social Responsibility

Their home life must demonstrate God’s will for families, Gen 2:24; 18:17-19; Prov 5:15-21; Mal 2:14-16; Mk 10:6-9; Eph 5:20-6:4. 1 Tim 3:2 The husband of one wife- Aner mia Gune-  The words can also mean “A one woman man.” A loyal husband, faithful to His wife, and fulfilling his responsibilities of love and care for her. This rules out any man likely to have affairs with women other than his wife. Or after conversion wants additional wives. Single men living chaste lives are in a "Good" state, 1 Cor 7:1, so cannot be ruled out, although they should avoid situations that call for an Overseer and his wife to act on behalf of the local church. Where Polygamy is local custom, I judge that although it isn't God's ideal marriage, Mt 19:6 applies - don't put away. And special guidance would be needed- eg a polygamist would need to be obviously doing the work of an Overseer, before recognition of such a man could be considered. See also 1 Tim 3:12; Titus 1:6.

1 Tim 3:11. EVEN SO/in the same way their wives- Gune- Woman or wife. are to be GRAVE/worthy of respect- Semnos. 1 Tim 3:8. not SLANDERERS/malicious talkers- Diabolos- The Devil as in  Tim 3:6. If we gossip and pass on unkind rumours and criticisms we are doing the work of THE accuser, Rev 12:10. Cp Job 1:9-11; 2:4-5.The Devil slanders God to us by suggesting that His demands are unreasonable, and encourages us to do silly and sinful things. If we do them, he then gives them maximum publicity, and slants it to make it seem as bad as possible. Women are generally more interested in people than men are, care more about them, pray more for them, and so are more interested in sharing news of them. Fine. But as a result risk enjoying gossip. We all enjoy having an audience, and "Spicing the story up" will ensure this among us sinners. We must not spread bad news about Christians and Churches - that's the Devil's work as it discourages everyone. We're to concentrate on the GOOD news about our Lord. Titus 2:1-5 says this also adding The AGED/older women.. TEACH/train the younger women  to love-Phileo- Friendship love their husbands and children- There are skills involved in the developing of companionable friendship with husbands and children that older wives have learned over the years which could be very helpful to young wives
 

His household needs to be a sample of God’s will being done, a credit to the Gospel and approved by the local community – the details will vary according to the local culture. 1 Tim 3:4, 12. One that RULETH/manages- Proistemi- Pro- Before. Histemi- To stand. It means to lead, direct, rule over, manage by setting the example, showing why and how things should be done and the household following the good pattern he sets. 
 As it’s a present participle it means he is ruling. Proistemi is used in Rom 12:8; 1 Th 5:12; 1 Tim 3:4, 5, 12; 5:17; Titus 3:8, 14. (As it's talking here of the man’s qualification to rule God's household it refers to his role as responsible head of the house. (The wife is responsible for the management the household "The despot of its running!" Oikodespoteo, 1 Tim 5:14.) He needs to be a good example of the Lord’s loving care, and she to fit in with this, Eph 5:20-33. His own HOUSE/family Oikos- A house, family, household (at that time often included slaves, and perhaps a family business.) well- Kalos- Good, beautiful, attractive. The kind of home it’s a joy and blessing to visit or hear about. Good stewardship of money, property, and possessions, control and care of servants, provision for needs of wife and children, their well-being, long term happiness and fulfilment. Cp 1 Tim 5:9.

His children- Teknon.- Born one’s. Those born to him, and so bonded to him by nature, and a sacred trust for which he is answerable to God. How he handles his own children and his success with them shows whether he is likely to be competent in caring for God’s children. IN SUBJECTION/obey him- Hupotage- Obedience, submission. There's no thought of bullying or intimidating - a Father is forbidden to put down, or discourage his children, but to bring them up in the instruction and training of the Lord, Eph 6:4. Hupotage is from Hupotasso- To take one's appointed place, and fulfil ones appointed role as in an army, orchestra or team - He has his family functioning well and happily as a team. As God has made the husband "Head-responsible-to-God-for-the-welfare-of" his household and family,” his successful fulfilment of the role will be seen in the happily co-operative behaviour of his children in their "cared for" role, while under his care. (The kind of adults they become should reflect this, but will be modified by the attitudes they take up as adults. Eli’s failure disqualified him, Samuel’s didn’t, 1 Sam 2:27-34; 8:1-5.

with ALL GRAVITY/proper respect Semnotes-As in 1 Tim 2:2; Titus 2:7. Semnotes has a similar meaning to Semnos, 1 Tim 3:8. This fits well with the behaviour of adults in responsible positions, but we need to pray for wisdom as to how it applies to a small child with their God-given capacity for, and need of, make-believe, fun, etc, and to a teen-ager's need for responsibility and independence. The Lord approved the behaviour of children in the Temple, Mt 21:15-16. I would find such noisy worship distracting when we gather to break Bread, but a young child happily playing quietly with toys or at times, and because at that age sitting still for an hour is not natural, quietly walking around and being smiled at seems to me to be showing GRAVITY/proper respect. The goal set here (as I see it) is to bring up children to enjoy life, yet take life’s responsibilities seriously with a view to doing something worthwhile in God's good and beautiful world. Not wilful rebels, selfish pleasure seekers, or inert, listless because inhibited by crippling rules or low self-esteem. 

If A MAN/anyone does not know how- Eido- To see, know, pay attention to and gain an understanding of, and so become effective in the role. to RULE/manage his own HOUSE/family how SHALL/can he take care of.- Epimeleomai-To take forethought by care and provision. The only other time the word is used is Lk 18:34, 35 of the care given by the Good Samaritan .the church of God- Ekklesia. The word Epimeleomai is a reminder that the church of God is in no sense a Business organisation, where efficiency, and outward growth is all that matters, Rev 2:2-5. And, only in a limited sense, is it a Kingdom. As our King is has been rejected, trying to force the community to obey His rules is not our job, Acts 1:6-8. It is a Body of Christ under Him as its Head, in which its leaders do nothing on their own responsibility – they discuss everything together and seek His will relying on His promise, Mt 18:18-20. Above all else it's a family of children under God their Father, and their leaders qualify for leadership in it by closely identifying with their Brothers. But as Elder Brothers are capable of, they are concerned with, helping younger members to share increasingly the Father's goals for all His children, and to contribute to a family life of mutual growth and joy, Mt 23:9; Eph 4:16.

Titus 1:6 HAVING FAITHFUL/whose children believe- Pistos- To be trustworthy, faithful- as in 1 Tim 3:1, or believing as in Acts16:1. (When we have faith- Pistis in God, Mk 11:22; Rom 3:22, who is faithful- Pistos Heb 10:23, and in His faithful Pistos word Titus 1:9, by obeying Him we become faithful, Pistos.) not ACCUSED/open to the charge of RIOT/being wild- Asotia-- Reckless wastefulness, “unsavedness.” A- not. Sozo- To Save. Asotia- is used in Eph 5:18; 1 Pet 4:4. or UNRULY/disobedient- Anupotaktos- A- Not. Hupo- Under. Tasso- To arrange. Anupotaktos- is the opposite to Hupotasso, 1 Pet 5:5, 7. While circumstances vary, (Was the father of the prodigal son to blame for the faults of his two sons?) a family of such young folk wouldn’t commend a man as a potential leader of the church, and would be a poor testimony to the Lord and His Church. 

The home of any Christian leader is an important part of his caring work. He needs to be 1 Tim 3:1 GIVEN TO HOSPITALITY/hospitable- Philoxenos-- Fond of strangers and of showing friendship to them. Phileo- Friendship love. Xenos- Foreigners. Those from a different race, or class of people. Our first responsibility is for our own - family, friends, congregation, 1 Tim 5:8, but having God’s love poured into our hearts, Rom 5:5, should make us reach out to all we meet. When people with different ideas and backgrounds come along he makes them feel welcome. He loves them, and receives them in Christ, Rom 14:1-2; 15:7-9. But he isn't indifferent to their doctrinal or life-style shortcomings - He's skilled at teaching them what they don't yet know of God's truths and principles, Titus 1:9. Titus 1:8. A LOVER OF HOSPITALITY/Rather he must be hospitable. Although he is sociable he must socialise responsibly. 1 Tim 3:3 NOT GIVEN TO WINE/ drunkenness. 3:8 not GIVEN TO indulging in  MUCH WINE. Titus 1:7.

1 Tim 3:3 NO STRIKER/not violent- Plektes- A striker, a brawler, fighter. From Plesso- To strike. 
 See also Titus 1:7. not A BRAWLER/quarrelsome- Amachos - A- Not. Mache- Fight. In modern English not a "Macho" type. Amachos is used again in Titus 3:2. but PATIENT/gentle- Epieikes- Fair, moderate, sympathetic, patiently gentle. So, one who ignores insults, threats, bribes, etc doesn't get distressed and angry and so can deal with difficult people moderately and fairly. Being flattered or threatened doesn't disturb his even-handedness. Epieikes- is used elsewhere in Phil 4:5; Titus 3:2; Jas 3:17 (where it is a mark of Heavenly Wisdom) and in 1 Pet 2:18. APT/able to teach- Didaktikos- Skilled in teaching, Not just fond of the role of teacher because of the respect, or power gained. The only other time Didaktikos- is used in 2 Tim 2:24, which stresses need to teach gently and winsomely. Contrast the attitude forbidden in Rom 14:1.

Essential Qualifications – Financial Responsibility

1 Tim 3:3 not COVETOUS/a lover of money- Aphilarguros- Not money-loving, greedy for wealth. A- Not.  Philarguros- The love of money for which the Lord condemned the Pharisees, Lk 16:4. Cp 2 Tim 3:2. Having no desire to use his position for financial advantage. Instead of loving money, for its own sake or for what it can buy, we should be content with what we have, Heb 13:5-6. 
 1 Tim 3:8 not GREEDY OF FILTHY LUCRE/pursuing dishonest gain- Aischrkerdes. Titus 1:7 not GIVEN TO/pursuing FILTHY/dishonest- Aischros- Shameful, filthy. LUCRE/gain- Aischrkerdes- Aischros- Plus Kerdos- Gain. 1 Pet 5:2 not FOR FILTHY LUCRE/greedy for money- Aischrokerdo. When people are eager to be rich they will become involved in corrupt actions, so their wealth is “filthy”- it has defiled their life and witness. 

Essential Qualifications - Experience

3:6. He must not be A NOVICE/recent convert .LEST BEING LIFTED UP WITH PRIDE/or he may become conceited- Tuphoo- To wrap up in smoke, so, puffed up with conceit, inflated with pride. Tuphoo is used only in Mt 12:20, of the SMOKING FLAX/smouldering wick, and of being conceited, in 1 Tim 6:4; 2 Tim 3:4. The being lifted up comes before, and makes possible the Satan-style fall. He fall INTO/under the CONDEMNATION/same judgment- Krima- A sentence pronounced as a result of an investigation, a verdict. OF/as the devil- Diabolos- The Devil, Accuser. If a gifted recent convert is pushed into a leadership role, there is a danger of him using his privileged high position to exalt himself rather than serve and glorify God the Giver. Just as it seems from Isa 14:14 Satan did. The fact that the man has obvious leadership potential and is eager for a position of leadership, and may leave our church for another that offers it to him, is no excuse. In fact it points to the danger of pride and presumption being greater. 

1 Tim 3:10. LET THESE ALSO/they must first be PROVED/tested- Dokimazo- To test, examine, prove. approve. Testing done with the hope that what is tested will pass the test.. Originally Dokimazo- was used of metals as in LXX Prov 8:10; 17:3. Potential leaders are tested by existing leaders sharing thoughts, prayers, and work with them, and giving them increasing responsibility as they mature spiritually and become capable of it. In their great sphere of service Moses did this with Joshua, and Paul with Timothy.

THEN LET THEM USE THE OFFICE OF A DEACON/serve as deacons- Diakoneo- To be a servant, serve, wait upon, minister to. It’s sad that King James forced the misleading phrase on his translators. BEING FOUND BLAMELESS/if there is nothing against them- Anenkletos (Anegkletos)- Beyond reproach, irreproachable. A- Not. Enkaleo- To call in, be called to answer an accusation. Not merely investigated and acquitted, but to have no grounds for accusation. Anenkletos is used in Titus 1:6, 7. and of our perfection in Christ in 1 Cor 1:8; Col 1:22. 3:13. Those who have served well PURCHASE TO THEMSELVES/gain- Peripoieomai- To gain, get for oneself - By the necessary action, at the necessary cost. The only other time the word is used of Christ purchasing us with His own blood, Acts 20:28. A GOOD DEGREE/excellent standing- Bathmos- A step, a stage in a career. Taking responsibility in the Church of God is work. Tough, frustrating and sacrificial work often, hard to stick at, but it's good for us- We become like the one we're working for! And great BOLDNESS/assurance- Parrhesia- Freedom of speech, boldness, confidence, cheerful courage, the absence of fear, uncertainty or ambiguity. Parrhesia is used in Mk 8:32; Jn 7:26; Acts 4:29, 31. 2 Cor 3:12, etc. Those who serve the Lord acceptably in His sight, His people’s sight, and earn respect from outsiders become confident and rightly so. A clear conscience and assurance of God's help given and received is part of that. in THE/their faith  WHICH IS in Christ Jesus.

2 Tim 5:22 LAY HANDS ON- Epitithemi Cheir- The words are used of the Lord laying hands on sick people, Mt 9:18, etc. the Apostles laying hands on the Samaritans for them to receive the Holy Spirit, Acts 8:17. OR, as here, as a public recognition of workers, Acts 6:6; 13:3. NO MAN/Do not be SUDDENLY/hasty- Tacheos -Quickly, suddenly, soon. Check the meaning of Tacheos in  Lk 14:21; Jn 11:31; 1 Cor 4:19; Gal 1:6; 2 Th 2:2, etc. in the laying on of hands- Even if it seems obvious that the Lord has raised up someone for a public role, public acknowledgment of that should be delayed while confirmation is sought in prayer, and proving in preparatory roles. It is wise also to ask of previous experience to be confirmed by reliable people. NEITHER BE PARTAKER OF/do not share in the sins of others- Hasty public appointment doesn't allow time for past sins to become known, or serious doctrinal, moral, or personal flaws to become obvious, 1 Tim 5:24. Eg A couple may arrive from overseas, and because of his obvious gift the man be advertised publicly as a preacher – and then his actual wife may arrive, or a warrant for his arrest for a serious crime in his previous country. In such cases those who sponsored the appointment of a leader if he leads astray, or past scandals come up, share the responsibility for the distress to God's People, and the disgrace to the Lord because it is associated with a publicly recognised servant of God. Keep yourself pure- God keeps us with His power, Jude 24, and that is our security. Our part is to know the Lord’s will and to do it, Jn 15:10, and so keep ourselves pure – and in this particular case be alert to keep oneself from being linked with scandal.

Essential Qualifications - Reputation

1 Tim 3:2 A BISHOP/the overseer- Episkopos- One of the men who worked at overseeing the life and work of the congregation of which  they were Elders must be- Dei- A logical necessity. Because the Lord’s church is what it is the overseers must be these in order to keep it in a right relation to the Lord its Head, Saviour and Bridegroom, and to the world around, 2 Cor 11:2-3; Eph 5:25-27. BLAMELESS/above reproach- Anepileptos- Blameless, not liable to any accusation or charge as also in 1 Tim 5:7; 6:14. Literally "That cannot be laid hold of." – His life gives the world around no excuse for speaking evil of him. A different word is used in Titus 1:6, 7 BLAMELESS- Anegkletos– Unreprovable, not needing rebuke, giving no grounds for accusation or scandal. An Elder (or Deacon, 1 Tim 3:10), and his family, needs to be free from scandal, because he is God’s steward – People won’t see the Lord until Judgment Day, but they certainly expect the people He has left in charge of His affairs to live better lives than other people do. 

1 Tim 3:7. MOREOVER he must have a good REPORT/reputation OF THEM WHICH ARE WITHOUT/with outsiders- Some may ask "What do THEY know about spiritual things?" They may know a lot - in fact may have refused to become Christians because they counted the cost, and weren't willing to follow Christ, Mt 16:24. Often they are good judges of how a Christian should live, and eager to find faults in professing Christians to excuse their own rejection of the Gospel. And, in any case they are the ones who we are commanded to be a witness to. Fitness for leadership of the people of God is shown by those who in secular employment earn praise from their colleagues/rivals/employers, etc as being reliable and good workers or to work for, do business with, etc. Or, the teacher who is trusted and appreciated by pupils and parents, etc. The only faults Non-Christians should be able to find with us are as in Dan 6:5; 1 Pet 4:4. We need to obey 1 Pet 2:13-25, 3:13-17, and praise the Lord. We're living epistles that people read, 2 Cor 3:2. Whether they reject the Lord we serve and speak of, or accept Him, our lives must witness to His Glory, or his name will be blasphemed and disgraced. See 2 Sam 12:14. (I was delighted when my school caretaker enthused to me about how well his son had been treated by an Assembly used-car salesman, when the car had problems.)

LEST/so that he will not FALL INTO REPROACH/disgrace- Oneidismos - A reproach, defamation. Oneidismos is used in Heb 10:33; 11:26; 13:13. We need to evaluate constantly what we’re thinking of saying or doing, so as to avoid, as far as possible, anything any Christian, non-Christians or anti Christians can truthfully voice any criticism of. What they say about us Christians, they are saying about Christ. We have been united with Christ in death, burial and resurrection, Rom 6:1-23; Gal 2:20. As long as we live that way Satan can get no grip on us. But as soon as we give in to our natural desires and claim the right to do what we feel like doing Satan will face us with the right bait to attract us and we will fall into the SNARE OF THE DEVIL/devil’s trap- Figurative of the allurements of evil, riches, etc, Lk 21:35; Rom 11:9; 1 Tim 6:9; 2 Tim 2:26.

Elders

Elder describes what a man IS. He is a mature Christian who has been saved long enough to become stabilised, learning to walk with God in the light of His Word, and being used of God to teach and encourage other Christians. Paul was able to appoint Elders in Lystra etc about 6 months after their conversion, Acts 14:22. That was long enough for it to be clear that they intended to walk with God, and were visibly doing so. Cp 1 Th 5:12-13. They are not just men who have grown old in the fellowship, and expect respect and special favours for themselves and their families because they're founding members. No matter how great our contribution has been we can have no reason for demanding the right to be anything but Christ-0like, Mt 20:25-28; 23:5-12; Mk 10:42-45; Lk 22:25-27; Rom 12:3-21; Phil 2:1-16. Eldership isn’t a gift suddenly and mysteriously bestowed from Heaven. It develops from a mind and heart of love for God and man, and from a will dedicated to the task, Rom 12:1 – by God’s work in us, by His Spirit, Rom 5:5. Elders- Presbuteros of the Church. Are mentioned in Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23; 16:4; 20:17, 18; 1 Tim 5:17-19; Titus 1:5; Jas 5:14; 1 Pet 5:1; 2 Jn 1; 3 Jn 1. (Sometimes Presbuteros means simply an older person, as in Lk 15:25; Jn 8:8; Acts 2:17; 1 Tim 5:1-2; 1 Pet 5:5.)

In view of the assurance given in Rom 15:4 we can expect to gain some helpful lessons from studying the OT Elders of Israel- Those exercising leadership as heads of families, tribes, etc. As they had gained wisdom and experience over a long enough period of time they could represent God’s people Israel, and deal with God on their behalf, Ex 3:16, 18, etc and were responsible for making Israel obey God’s Commands. They Received Passover instructions, Ex 12:21, witnessed to water coming from the rock, Ex 17:5-6. They ate in God's presence (demonstrating fellowship and acceptance) Ex 18:12. Were given a preview of the terms of Covenant, Ex 19:7, and participated in it on Israel’s behalf, Ex 24:1. They laid hands on the bullock sacrificed for the Nation, Lev 4:15. Elders- Presbuteros of the Jews are mentioned in Mt 15:2; 16:21; 21:23; 26:57; Heb 11:2; Some verses refer to the long dead Elders of Israel, but most concern the Elders who joined with the Chief Priests in rejecting the Lord Jesus, and persecuting His church.

Overseers -  “Bishops”

Overseers describes the WORK Elders do - they oversee, rather as a foreman oversees a section of a construction job. They take responsibility before God, under the Head of the Church, for the life and work of the local Church - Its fellowship life, public witness, worship, works - as an interwoven whole. Every individual in the fellowship is their concern, as each member contributes to it, Eph 4:11-16. They, as Shepherds, decide where the flock should pasture, and feed them with God's Word. They lead them in acting as the Lord has commanded, setting an example in life and walk, and defend the flock from error by expounding and obeying the Scriptures which counter it, Acts 20:26-30; 2 Tim 2:24-26; 3:15-17; Titus 19-11. It’s clear from Phil 1:1 that each local congregation should be under the care of several Elders-Overseers, without telling us how many there should be. Jewish Synagogues seem to have provided the pattern for local Churches - James uses the word in Jas 2:2. (The Temple worship foreshadowed the work of Christ, not church organisation..) Synagogues were supposed to have 10 mature men willing to put time into its welfare, to be Synagogue Elders. The Lord said 2 or 3 were the minimum, Mt 18:20.

In the OT God ordained that certain men should have Oversight- Pequddah. Over people - Tabernacle/Temple staff, Num 3:32; 2 Chr 23:18. Army Units, 2 Chr 26:11. Over things - Tabernacle materials, equipment, money donated, etc Num 3:36; 4:16: 2 Chr 24:11. And this was a stewardship privilege for which they were accountable to Him, Num 16:29; Isa 10:3, Jer 8:12, etc. Num 27:16-17. gives a description of the work of one who is to be an overseer- Paqad. May the Lord, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over this community to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the Lord's people will not be like sheep without a shepherd. 

Deacons 

Deacons- Diakonos - A Servant, a worker. All Believers are workers, and in a sense in everything we are, do, or say, we are working for God, or the Devil, Rom 6:8-14, 17-19. But Deacons are workers with specific responsibilities - preaching the Gospel, leading the work among women, or children, or young people, evangelistic outreach, pastoral care, Bible study, Secretary, Treasurer, aid to the poor, visiting the sick, etc - and recognised as being responsible for leading those activities of the Church. 
 They have appropriate gifts and skills, of course, but as with Elders, their character, and attitude towards God, His Word, and people are more important, 1 Cor 13:1-3. Qualifications for running the Food Aid in the Jerusalem Church were "Good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit, commonsense." The Lord's work needs to be done to His Glory. Some involvement of Elders-Overseers is needed in it all and information shared with the whole congregation, as they are all involved –  in prayer, and where appropriate, practical ways, Eph 4:13-16. 

SUMMARY of Some of the Points Made in Scripture

In God’s Church there is no Hierarchy- no “Jacob’s Ladder” between earth and heaven with rungs labelled Laity - Deacons – Arch-deacons – Bishops – Archbishops - Cardinals- Pope. By the Lord’s command we are all “Brothers/Sisters” in Christ functioning in mutual service and submission to each other, Mt 23:7-12; Gal 5:13; 1 Pet 5:5. The Apostles – directly appointed by the Lord as His official; witnesses to his public ministry and resurrection, Acts 1:20-22, and the prophets – those who received direct revelations of God’s truth (Paul was a prophet as well as an Apostle, Eph 3:2-11) had a special standing. This was because their testimony to Christ was the foundation of the Gospel presentation of Christ, Eph 2:20. Christ Himself, as recorded by them in the NT, is the foundation on whom we are all built and build, 1 Cor 3:11. But functioning within the Church, the Apostle Peter sees himself as an Elder, and Shepherd, 1 Pet 5:1, and was happy to function as a Deacon of the Word, but not as Deacon of Food-relief, Acts 6:2-4. (The Apostles and their role has some relevance to Pioneer Missionaries, who have been "authorised-and-sent" by a local Church, in obedience to God's Word, as Barnabas was, Acts 14:14.)

Leaders do not need to have had previous leadership experience in the secular world, or a high level of intelligence, education, wealth, etc. All these, if placed humbly in the hands of God, Rom 12:1, can be useful to an Elder in his Overseeing. But, he has as much to unlearn about leadership style, as a peasant has to learn. Moses, as they say, spent 40 yrs as a Prince learning to "Be Somebody," 40 years as a shepherd learning that he was "Nobody," and finally 40 years experiencing what God could do with "a Somebody who knew he was a Nobody" but willing to be the Lord's servant in ruling on His behalf. Slaves were recorded as Elders-Overseers in the early Church where their masters were ordinary members. After Constantine we have the absurd situation where Ambrose the Governor of the province was made Bishop of Milan BEFORE he had confessed faith in Christ! 

The Lord must be allowed the last word on the subject. He emphasised: the Leader’s relationship to the Father, to Himself, and to each other, Mt 23:1-12. Their privilege as being His type of selfless, sacrificial servants, Lk 22:24-27; Jn 13:1-17; 21:15-17. His Presence with them collectively, and with them wherever they go. Mt 18:20; 28:18-20. And the adequacy of His Word illuminated by the Holy Spirit, Jn 16:15. What is set out in the NT is the only God-authorised form of Church organisation, but it can be adapted to a wide variety of cultural situations. And we must remember that unless we individually are willing to be "NT Christians," our attempts at being “NT Churches” will be a failure.

Leadership & Discipline Among the People of God

(The Lord, in grace and by His Spirit, has made all His people today saints and children of God, and continues to work in us to transform us into His likeness. And in grace He has given each of us the privilege of sharing with Him in this by commanding us to make disciples, baptise and teach people, Mt 28:18-20. He promised to be with us wherever we were and He added in Acts 1:8 that the Holy Spirit would empower us to do that. “Discipling” – getting people to spend time with the Lord, learning who He is, what He has done and is doing, and how they can share life in fellowship with Him, as the Disciples did for three years – is positive. This is the main part of our work as Believers and Leaders. It’s only when that fails that there’s a need for the negative – Discipline. But in this booklet I have given more space to discipline because it seems to me that the positive Discipling has been generally better understood and more commonly written about.)

The Power of Leaders to act in Discipline etc

There is a striking difference between the wording of the commission in Mt 10 and that in Mt 28.

Mt 10:1 (Jesus) called twelve disciples.. gave them POWER/authority– Exousia- Authority power. The right and responsibility to make decisions, give orders and be obeyed. This was necessary because the Lord wasn’t with them and they must act on His behalf. Wrong decisions could be made, Lk 9:49-50, 54-56. The Lord said His servants would be better off when He returned to Heaven and the Holy Spirit came, Jn 16:5-7.

Mt 28:18-20 Jesus.. all POWER/authority– Exousia is given.. me.. Go.. I am with you– Under the new commission these Disciples, and all the Lord’s servants since, have no right or responsibility to make decisions, and they have no need for that Exousia as the Lord Himself is with them always, everywhere they go. He has unlimited Exousia and He will make all the decisions and they are responsible to act in fellowship with Him. 

Acts 1:8. You will receive power- Dunamis- Ability Power, dynamic power. The ability to carry out the Lord’s decisions and orders is provided for us wherever we go, by the indwelling of God’s Spirit in us. Some of God’s servants may ignore this, and speak and act as if they themselves have the authority to make decisions and expect God to act on them. But only when what they say coincides with the Lord’s decision will their verdict be carried out. At other times what they command in the name of their Lord will fail, and He will be discredited in the eyes of the world.

God’s Word used for Discipling by God’s O.T. Agents

1 Ki 8:10-62 Solomon’s Temple Dedication Prayer. God had demonstrated the reality of His presence in the Temple. Solomon as Israel’s Leader made clear to them the glorious privilege God had given them in making them His covenant people and that the purpose of the Temple was to be a reminder and focus of God’s presence. He patiently used God’s Word to bring to their attention many of God’s promises - Some fulfilled that day, some ongoing including the certainty that disobedience would bring punishment, and repentance make restoration possible. In God-given wisdom he said (8:60-62) that the nations were to know the Lord is God through Israel’s heart commitment to obey His Laws. 

2 Chr 30 Hezekiah’s Temple Restoration and Passover Hezekiah had led the people in restoring the Temple and its Bible-based worship, and in rejoicing in the Lord. He offered a sin offering for all Israel 29:24 – not just Judah, Benjamin and Levi, who were under his care. He then revived the keeping of the Passover Feast by his own people, and invited other tribes to join them (They had been cut off from this by Jeroboam 1 Ki 12:26-29.) To keep the Passover was to confess that God had redeemed them from Egypt and that challenged them to commit themselves to His obedience and care. It proved to be impossible to keep the Passover at the right time, or for many to be ritually unclean, but Hezekiah prayed for them and assured them that God would answer their heart’s desire, and not punish them for unavoidable infringements. God gave them great joy, and accepted their adding an extra week to what God had commanded. Legalists would expect the relaxation of rules would encourage a lowering of standards but in fact their spirits were revived, their loyalty strengthened and they attacked idolatry all the way home!

2 Ki 22:1-23:26 Josiah’s Temple Restoration and Passover Although Josiah’s heart was already right with God he benefitted greatly from hearing the Word of God read. It made him realise how far they had all fallen from God’s will. As every leader should do he dealt first with God in personal repentance - asked God’s will and dedicated himself to doing it. He was then able to lead Israel in making a similar commitment. 

Neh  8:1-18 Revival from the public reading of God’s Word. After a great struggle the Temple and the walls of Jerusalem had been restored, but God’s people were drifting from God as we all tend to. God had provided against this by commanding periodic reading of Scripture to all who could understand it, Deu 31:10-13. Ezra did this thoroughly by having the Scriptures read in the original language, and having a number of competent men to translate and explain this in current language so that all could understand it. Conviction of sin and wholesome repentance resulted, but Ezra insisted that they not stop at that. God had written His word to make them happy and give them strength to live for him, so they must rejoice in the Lord and keep His Feast in Joyful fellowship.

N.T. Positive Discipline  -  Discipling.

The critical time is immediately after conversion. If the Gospel has been proclaimed honestly and realistically as offering a life-changing experience to those who trust themselves to Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
 And they have confessed that they are not happy to continue as they are, realised that Christ died to save them from their empty lifestyle, to make them children of God and begin eternal life in fellowship with Him. Learning how to live the new life grows naturally from that. The Gospel offers “abundant life” and those born of the Spirit are endowed to live it. And the example of those living that life joyfully and sacrificially, witnessing to Christ crucified and risen, encourages converts to step out in Faith to begin living that life. Evangelists and others need to spend time with them helping them to see the changes needed and to reorganise the whole round of their lives in line with their new status and equipment – Demonstrating the strength and joy to be found in looking to God in prayer and learning His ways by using His Word as guide. Note Paul’s Mother-Father care of converts and the result, 1 Th 2:6-14. Many of Paul’s epistles are “follow-up after conversion care.” 1 Th 5:8-25 lists on-going care we’re to provide for converts, and assurance that God is faithful guaranteeing the end result - obedient faith. 

It seems normal at first for God, and His agents to treat new “baby Christians” as all babies need to be treated - rejoiced in, fussed over, given undemanding care, fed, cleaned up, picked up and carried. (I remember experiencing several weeks of joyful confidence.) But in God’s will they need to grow up, develop independence – in the sense of direct dependence on their Father in Heaven, who alone can be always with them. And to learn to walk with Him among Believers and in the world - and falls and set backs are common as they learn to walk. 
 At such times they need mature Christians to assure them this is normal experience whenever we start to do what our natural self wishes, and they need to be encouraged to lay hold of Rom 6:14; Gal 2:20; Heb 12:1-14; 1 Jn 1:5-8, etc. Christ’s method of building a church involves all its members, not just the teachers who expound the writings of the Apostles and Prophets, Eph 4:11-32. A Godly elder in the Congo was realistic when he said “We’re all rejoicing and thanking God for these converts, but remember that it is after the baby is born that the sleepless nights come.” 

1 Cor 7:34 says that new converts should remain and fellowship with the Lord and witness to Him where they were when He called them. 
 (Married/not, Jew/Gentile, Slave/free had been mentioned specifically.) Such loyalty may result in our being driven out, but we may win some of them, who will go out with us We see that in Paul’s attending Synagogues. It wasn’t an easy life for him, and it would not have been easy for Cornelius, Sergius Paulus, the Philippian Jailer or Erastus (Rom 16:23) to continue with the Lord in their work, but the Lord wanted them to witness there, and the demonstration of the Gospel would be effective. The Lord has commanded us to witness and to make disciples, baptise them, and continue to teach them all He taught, confident in the Lord’s presence and power, Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8. And like Paul, challenge them to glorify God by saying “amen” to God’s promises, but not insisting that the details of their life and doctrine must conform to ours, 2 Cor 1:19-24. Paul urged converts to follow Him as He followed Christ, but he also adjusted his own lifestyle in whatever ways were needed for their salvation , 1 Cor 9:19-23, and inspired them to let God transform their lives as God Himself desired by pointing them to Christ and His glorious purpose for them, 2 Cor 3:15-18; Eph 3:9-4:3, etc 

NEGATIVE Discipline – which aims at being RESTORATIVE Discipline

(To act in fellowship with God those who discipline others must be “spiritual,” Gal 6:1, living under the discipline of Christ as in Gal 2:20. And to be acceptable to those they try to help, that unseen life must show itself in their visible life so that they are good examples of what they teach. Their attitude and what they say and do must be expressions of God’s love, as they are urging others to join them in enjoying living in that love, 1 Cor 13:1-3; 2 Tim 2:23-26; Heb 12:1-15. When problems occur the natural response by the Leadership is hurt pride, angry rebuke or repudiation and the hurt pride of the offender will respond, and that will harden him in his sin. A Godly leader must first judge himself and ask "Is it I Lord?" And seek to draw close to his Lord, beholding His Glory and submitting his own attitudes and actions to the Lord's scrutiny Ps 19:1-14. It is only as his own natural self, attitudes and actions are safely nailed to the cross so that the Truth of God and the Love of God pouring into and through his heart is unconstrained, Rom 5:8 14:23, that minimum offence and maximum help can be given.)

Recorded examples of God’s disciplinary interventions/actions and the results

Adam & Eve– God didn’t allow them to continue to be independent of Him and live in comfortable circumstances. He challenged them to confess their sin – they admitted it but excused it. He removed from them the possibility of access to the tree of permanent life. He told them the effects of sinful independence – it meant a harsher frustrating life, Rom 8:18-22. He covered their nakedness at the cost of the lives of animal substitutes. And, it seems from Abel offering an acceptable sacrifice, God made ongoing provision for restoration of fellowship after sinning.

Noah–Flood- God’s Spirit had continued to strive with men (presumably in their consciences) Gen 6:3, but His work was frustrated by men’s indifference to sin and its consequences. The Judgment Flood stopped people imagining that they could sin and go unpunished. Yet God gave the rainbow promise of His continuing care and animal sacrifice continued.

Babel- Man’s intention to live triumphantly in unified independence of God was frustrated by God when their individualism became reflected in language discontinuity.

Sodom Gen 18:17-33 God knew all about Sodom, but sinners always blame others for their sins. It’s impossible to blame sin-free angels so God gave them the chance to demonstrate their character to Lot, and us. Many people want to know what God thinks about bad situations, and what He intends to do about them. God doesn’t Gossip, or reveal His will to people who simply wish to gain superior knowledge. But if Leaders are to give Heaven’s decisions that will be permanently binding, they need to know what God’s decision is. God told Abraham what He thought about Sodom, and what He was going to do because He knew he would teach/discipline his family, Gen 18:17-33 on the basis of God’s revealed will. Leaders today can rely on God telling them all they need to know if they have a single-minded desire to know and do God’s will, Jas 1:5-7.

Jacob– Wanted what God wanted to give him, but instead of trusting God he grasped at it with sinful cunning. God disciplined him by making him experience the effect of those tactics, and finally he learned to limp through life trusting God. 

Moses– It was God’s will that Moses should be Israel’s deliverer. In Ex 2:11-14 Moses tried to work a small deliverance in his own strength. That failed - he needed further teaching. He confessed in Ex 6:12, that his lips were “uncircumcised..” To me this suggests that his power of speech had not been surrendered to the Lord, as circumcision committed an Israelite to complete (whole body) obedience to God’s Law, Gal 5:3. Lips not surrendered to God could not produce God-honouring responses. We can teach convincingly only the truths we have allowed God to teach us to love and be willing to obey, Phil 2:12-13. That we all fall short of perfect obedience and enjoyment of any truth is no excuse for failing to teach it with due humility, but no-one can lead beyond where he himself has gone. What Moses said in Ex 32:31-35 showed that he had surrendered Himself to God and His will. He had sacrificially identified himself with God’s people and God’s purposes for them, but realised his inadequacy for the task of leading them - God can use such servants.

Meribah, Num 27:12-14 That Moses spoke angrily on one occasion, Num 20:9-12; disqualified him from leading Israel into the promised land. It’s natural for us to feel that having served the congregation with sacrificial care we’re entitled to an occasional outburst of irritation. Moses was unusually patient, Num 12:3, and his single failure teaches us that the nearer we are to God, and the more worthily we have served Him, the more dangerous it is for us to misrepresent Him by our words and actions. Leaders require constant personal obedience and constant dependence on God to give the grace needed for us to honour Him in the way we speak and act for Him. Cp 1 Pet 5:3-11.

Israel– Were redeemed with great miracles, offered fellowship with God and they promised to do His will and work for Him – at a safe distance, Ex 19:1-8; 20:19. In the Law God gave them rules for that, and sacrifices for when they failed. The daily miracle of food provided, and a succession of judgment punishments for sin, showed them to be slaves to their own desires and even willing to be slaves again in Egypt to satisfy them, Num 11:4-6.

Nadab, Abihu, Korah- God’s violent instant judgement of presumptuous priests, Levites and other leaders demonstrated that those privileged to lead His people must be especially careful to obey and honour Him themselves. Nearness to God never excuses sin.

Joshua- A new generation entered the land by Faith, but only partially occupied and enjoyed it. God disciplined them by judgment on sin and unbelief. At the end of his life Joshua challenged them – by word and example - to commit themselves to God and His purposes uncorrupted by the godless. Leaders still must do that. 

Eli- 1 Sam 2:12-22 As God’s High priest Eli seems to have been well-meaning but weak. His sons were godless and corrupt. Instead of honouring God they used their position selfishly and involved worshippers in sexual sin. Eli protested but failed to stop them and as a result God gave the privilege of priesthood to another branch of Aaron’s descendants.

David– Demonstrated how God’s servants can lead His people to triumph through Faith. And how one serious lapse into satisfying a natural desire in a sinful way wrecks leadership. God’s discipline restored David, but he failed to discipline Amnon when he followed his sinful example. Those forgiven by grace must forgive those who sin against them. But forgiven sinners as leaders must enforce God’s Judgment, or worse happens – Absalom.

David-Absalom- In 2 Sam 14:13-14 David was challenged to be like God who works to restore banished ones to his fellowship, and reminded that opportunity ceased with death. David’s partial response failed - Restoration requires repentance, forgiveness and restoration to full fellowship, 2 Cor 2:4-11; Gal 6:1-10; Jas 5:19-20 1 Jn 1:5-9.

Ezek 34:1-31 God rebukes the “Shepherd” - Leaders – of Israel for using their position to live in self-indulgence, indifferent to the needs of the flock. God would remove them from their privileged position and would shepherd the flock Himself.

In Josh 7:1-26 Achan disobeyed God, and the whole congregation became defeated and powerless until Joshua led them into judgment action. It’s right to plead with God for restoration of power and blessing, but He may require us to put something right first, 1 Cor 1:9-24; 5:1-6:20; Gal 1:3-9; 5:1-4; Phil; 4:1-9 ; Rev 2:4-5, etc. But our first action needs to be asking the Lord to show us if we’re the problem, Mt 26:22. Self-righteous pride takes it for granted that someone else is the “Achan.” The danger of this is made clear by two Disciplinary actions which are reported at length, for our learning. 

Josh 22:1-34 Self Righteous Suspicion of the Motives of Others

(Phineas and the tribes with him knew they were honouring God by obeying His Word. The Transjordan tribes had done something different. Instead of asking them why, they decided that as it was different it must be sinful and demanded that it be corrected. Their attitude could have provoked an equally proud reply and permanent separation. At that time the whole life of God’s people was controlled by the detailed laws of the old Covenant. We’re under the new Covenant of the Spirit Who has written Christ in our hearts, and given us the freedom and responsibility of living as sons to do what we believe is His will 2 Cor 3:3-18; Gal 3:22-29; 5:1-6, 13-14; Heb 8:6-13. And instead of having detailed instructions for everyone to conform to, we are required individually to respond to what God says in His Word, and required to tolerate differences of judgment as to what God’s will is, Rom 14:1-15:6; Phil 2:1-16. But this was recorded for us as it’s still a problem. We know that the form of our congregational worship and witness was established by predecessors who modelled it on what they had read in God’s Word. So we know it is right and God-honouring. So, how do we react when we meet Christians who follow a different pattern? Do we ask them why, and check up with them what the Scriptures say. Or do we automatically accuse them of not following what God has said in His Word? I’ve found the latter easy to do.)

Josh 22:1-10 As commanded by Moses, Joshua thanked the men from the Trans-Jordan Tribes for helping the other tribes, urged them to love God and obey all His commandments, and sent them home with God’s blessing. From now on the Jordan River would divide them physically from the rest of Israel so before crossing the Jordan they heaped up stones to make a large witness altar. Cp Jacob, Gen 31:44-48. It seems they did this without asking God if He wanted them to do it, and without telling others why.

Josh 22:11-12 When the rest of the Israelites heard of this their self-righteous pride made them think the worst of others and made them angry, ready to kill them in defence of God and His purposes. 
 They gathered to go to war against them- But hasty action is never right, Eph 4:26, 31; Jas 1:19-20. We must check the facts - hear both sides of any story before we have any right to act. Prove all things in order to hold fast what is good, 1 Th 5:21. The real sin the incident disclosed was their readiness to believe the worst of each other – “The altar means you’re rebelling against God and us.”/“The altar means we think you might stop us from coming over to obey God.”

Josh 22:13-20 In God’s goodness the angry Israelites decided to talk before killing. It was a good delegation as it had elders from all the tribes west of Jordan and that made united action possible. Cp Prov 11:14; 15:22; 24:6. God wants informed, intelligent, willing obedience by His people, not blind following the dictates of a religious Leader, Mt 18:20; 23:8-12. As the son of God’s representative, Eleazar the High Priest, Phinehas was the obvious man to be leader. He was a Godly man, zealous for God's honour, Num 25:7-12, and a wiling killer for God when one was needed. God wants us to be peacemakers, Mt 5:9; Jas 3:17-18, and humble, 1 Pet 5:5-7, but Phinehas gave them no chance to explain. Instead he accused them of treachery against God like the sin at Baal Peor (his great  triumph) and like Achan bringing God’s anger on all Israel. He offered them the alternative of giving up what God had given them and joining those under his leadership. 
 This was demanding that they give up their obedience to the Lord in claiming the land He had given them. To do so would have reduced the witness to God among the nations.

When differences and disputes occur among God’s people this still happens. Leaders – insisting that they are right and the others wrong -will declare that the solution to the problem is for the other side to give up their beliefs and practices, and come under their leadership. 
 What Phinehas said made a good deal of sense as the OT required detailed uniformity as well as unity. Our Lord requires of us unity without uniformity, Rom 14:1-15:7; Gal 6:14-16; Phil 2:1-16. In spite of this the divisions which wrecked the “Brethren Revival” of direct congregational dependence on the Lord as the only Head of the Church were all forced upon the Believers as being required to preserve the unity of God’s church!

Josh 22:21-29 The LORD- Jehovah- The eternal Lord. God- Elohim.- The fulness and repetition of the sacred names gives an oath-like quality to their declaration. He knows and let Israel know- The Eastern tribes showed their innocence by appealing directly to God who knows men's hearts, and inviting His judgment. Cp Paul's appeal in Rom 1:9. They had no desire or intention to set up an altar for sacrifices as an alternative to the Lord’s altar at Shiloh. In fact their altar had been built as a permanent witness to the fact that their descendants belonged to God, Israel, and God’s altar and priesthood. We did it for fear. Fear of possible consequences is normal when we fail to keep our eyes on the Lord, and cease to remember His power, glory and loving care, and so cease to rely on His protecting His own and fulfilling His purposes. Our Lord has called us to live in love for each other and live in faith, Jn 15:7-17; Rom 14:1-15:7; 1 Cor 13:1-7; Eph 4:11-16. Yet instead of living in Faith - confident, trustful obedience to the Lord - I find it easy to view every change around me as threatening myself, my family, the Lord's people, etc. And if I give way to that fear I am crippled in my attempts to encourage all I meet to know the Lord and do His will – and I inflict needless suffering on myself. 

As God's children we need to realise that our being crippled by worrying is an insult to our Father. Instead we must avoid crippling fear by handing ourselves and our problems over to Him. And by choosing to direct our attention and thoughts to the positive aspects of life in this world, Phil 4:4-9. As God's servants we need to hand ourselves and our responsibilities for His work over to Him, and realise that He is well able to keep His promises and accomplish His purposes, Rom 14:4. A low view of self, and a high view of the Lord will save us from many needless fears, suspicions, and divisions Eph 3:17-4:6. 

The historical church divisions, and even those arising from physical separation by distance, or casual variations of doctrinal emphasis, form and routine of worship and witness, etc are likely to provoke suspicion as to the motives and orthodoxy of groups that differ from ourselves. Such suspicion is seldom to our credit - as it wasn't to the credit of those involved in the events of this chapter. Both sides confessed they had thought ill of each other. All Church History, including our own, shows this situation happening again and again, but not often enough is reconciliation achieved.

Josh 22:30-34 Honest explanation given and believed resulted in reconciliation between God’s people, and mutual rejoicing as they praised the Lord together. Cp Rom 15:6.

Judges 19 - 21- Self Righteous Over-reaction to Blatant Sin at Gibeah 

(A mob of men at Gibeah had totally disregarded God’s Laws about sexual behaviour and hospitality. God Himself had punished Sodom in a similar situation. Here it was the responsibility of the Leaders of God’s people to deal with it. The behaviour of all concerned shows how far Israel had fallen from living in fellowship with God. The ruler’s attitude didn’t follow the example given by Moses, Ex 32:30-32. When dealing with serious sinning we have also the example of Daniel who accepted responsibility for being part of the problem, Dan 9:1-19. And the warning that those who deal with the sins of others need to be alert to the danger of themselves sinning as they do so – either by being too sympathetic with the sinner, or too harsh. Only the “spiritual” – those in close fellowship with the Spirit of God can deal with sinners as God does, Gal 6:1-3. )

Judges 19:1-12 Levites were to be God’s servants as witnesses where they lived, and available for duty at the Tabernacle. This man had bought a girl to be a slave-wife, and his attitude to her is seen in. 19:28-29. The girl ran away from an unsatisfactory situation, and as often happens fell into a worse one. Her father used hospitality as an excuse for drunken indulgence. The only thing that marked the Levite as an Israelite was his assumption that it would be safer to spend the night in an Israelite town. 

Judges 19:14-The cruel and disgusting behaviour of the mob was possible only because the elders and responsible men of the city were willing to ignore it, just as they ignored God’s requirement that His people care for travellers and strangers. It was their responsibility to judge the case and punish the offenders –who by Law should have been stoned to death. This would have closed the incident, and righteousness reinforced in the community. But the victims were unimportant, the offenders may have been their sons. They were so wrapped up in their own selfish interests indifferent to the welfare of the victims that no action was taken.. The horrifying events in our news today arise from community tolerance of equally godless, selfish sins. When elders and authorities for their own comfort ignore problems, they should not be surprised if great disasters are the result.

Judges 19:29-20:10 Activists for good causes, or bad ones, know the value of a sensational protest. The Levite’s ugly action was effective in drawing the nation’s attention to the ugly incident. Cp Saul, 1 Sam 11:7, but personal revenge for loss of property seems to have been the Levite’s motive, and unlike Saul’s case God isn’t mentioned here. As with modern scandals there was wide interest in hearing the details, great horror expressed and a decision to call up 10% of the men to attack Gibeah and punish the offenders. That the guilty men must be punished was clearly God’s will, but they made no mention of God’s law, asked no guidance from God, showed no acknowledgment of their own apostasy and made no attempt to get right with God. Instead in their pride and self-righteousness they were eager to go to war and force punishment of the offenders. To attempt to enforce discipline in such an attitude invited disaster. When we feel like rushing into disciplinary action we need to read, Mt 7:1-5; Jn 8:3-12; Gal 6:1-2; Jas 5:19-20, and act accordingly. 

Judges 20:11-16 The Benjamites were as unconcerned about evil in Gibeah as the Corinthian Christians in 1 Cor 5:1-2, and more loyal to each other than to the Lord. It’s natural for the family of an offender to spring to their defence, minimise their sin, and even deceive him or her into believing that any accusation is false. 
 Any past quarrelling between the families of those involved and any tendency of the accuser to exaggerate the guilt of the offender gives them an excuse for this. Israel in boastful confidence said it would enforce judgment with a huge army. The Benjamites response was predictable, Gen 49:27. Only the spiritually-minded, conscious of their own tendency to sin, can safely take up the task of setting others to rights, Gal 6:1.

Unity among God's people is good as long as it is unity in the Lord, and under His Lordship. The men bringing the adulterous woman before the Lord Jesus were also united in demanding justice against her, Jn 8:1-7. Israel had failed to take united action against the Canaanites and settled among them. They had failed to isolate themselves from Canaanite religion and become apostate, 2:1-15; 8:33-34; 10:6. Now that men in Gibeah had acted as Canaanites did, they had united to destroy fellow Israelites. If there had been a Samuel to go and speak to them, voicing the Lord's concern, Benjamin may have agreed to deal with the wicked gang. Instead apostate Israel imagined a huge army would convince them of their sin. But said nothing of the Lord and His Law, and the need for all Israel to keep it. Benjamin was faced with a self-righteous demand from Israel, backed by an army of 400,000. Israel had ignored God's Law. Deu 17:2-13, and condemned them on the testimony of one witness, without giving a chance to state their side of the story. Benjamin should have dealt with the offenders themselves, or handed them over to justice, 
 but the huge army being assembled on their border first, made it easy to take it as an insult. 

Judges 20:17-25 Only after Israel’s leaders had got themselves into a fight did they turn to God for guidance as to which of them should lead the attackers. Often Church leaders handle problems and discipline according to human wisdom – “We’ve 400,00 on our side, and were united in agreeing we’re right. They have only 26,000 so they must give in” makes sense. But when they don’t give in, and casualties are likely they turn to God, and it’s too late for them to try to handle the situation in a different way. 

Judges 20:26-47 The Israelites.. sat weeping before the Lord- Some find lamenting their failures easy, but this time they display more earnestness by cutting off their pleasures as well – Fasting. Twice they had asked God's will, been told to attack and been defeated, losing more that 10% of their number. Why did this happen when they were acting on God’s orders? Presumably God needed to teach them that while enforcing judgment discipline was essential, it will always cause suffering, and a proud, self-righteousness attitude makes it impossible to honour God or be a blessing to His people. They needed to lose self-confidence and needed to learn from the past (ambush, as at Ai, Josh 8.) perhaps. But, more to the point, they had lost confidence in their self-righteousness. They seriously considered whether they were the right people to punish Benjamin. They spent time in self-examination and grieving - as at atonement day, Lev 23:26-32. 
 And realised that the Lord must be honoured by sacrifices and submission to His will if they were to act in Judgment on His behalf. Having God on our side isn’t a Bible option – we must be on His.

THE LORD SAID.. TOMORROW I WILL DELIVER/give THEM INTO your hands. They were now on the Lord’s side and THE LORD SMOTE/defeated BENJAMIN BEFORE ISRAEL The victory was the Lord's doing as the earlier defeats had been. But even when those enforcing discipline are in line with the Lord’s will it’s vital that they remain humbly obedient, and stay dead to their natural human reactions so that they know when to stop, 2 Cor 2:6-11. The Israelites at the moment of triumph failed to do this. 

Judges 20:47-48 In defiance of the Lord Deu 24:16 who had given them victory ISRAEL.. put all the towns to the sword- They had been commanded to wipe out the Canaanites and failed to do so. Men at Gibeah had been corrupted by the Canaanites, and now those disciplining them were also indifferent to God’s Law. When the humiliation and loss of 10% of their soldiers was swallowed up in victory they acted as if they were avenging a personal insult and wiped out men women and children, giving no mercy or chance of repentance. God loves people and is quick to show mercy to any who show signs of wishing to break off their battle with Him, 1 Ki 21:27-29. Israel's apostasy is shown in their reckless unconcern for people that’s similar to that of the gang at Gibeah. This will be shown again in their obtaining wives for the 600 survivors. 

Judges 21:1-25 Limiting the consequences of righteous Judgment-discipline gone mad! Israel had solved the problem of the sin at Gibeah in such a violent way that it left a worse crisis - the prospect of losing a tribe of God's people. Benjamin would have recovered from the loss of the army as Ephraim did after the wiping out of their army, Judges 12:6. 
 In their self-righteous pride they had vowed not to give their daughters as wives to Benjamites. They went through the motions of gathering in God’s presence and mourning and asked .Why has this happened?- As if it was God's fault. They made no confession of their sin in slaughtering the Benjamite women and children, and no wish to ask God to let them break their foolish oath – it hadn’t been approved by God, but as with Herod, Mt 14:9, not keeping their oath would have hurt their sinful pride. They were not repentant, and God gave them no solution, so they solved the problem caused by a wicked, sinful violent action, by adding to it the slaughter of thousands more. 

The people.. sat before God.. weeping bitterly. Belatedly they realise the terrible nature of what they had done - wiping out their generation of Benjamites for the sin of a few of them would wipe out the whole tribe forever. They had intended to honour the Lord but their out-of-control actions were a slander on the Lord's character, a total denial of love for their neighbour, and their responsibility to protect the weak. It was an action worthy of a Heathen god, and the logic of it was worthy of the Pharisees, Mt 23:16-28. The Benjamites rebuilt their towns and settled in them. The Israelites.. went home. In God’s grace Israel’s godless strategy worked and. later Benjamin was used of the Lord to provide both Saul the King, and Paul the Apostle. As with Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Esther, etc this reminds us that while many human actions are a disgrace to the Lord, He in mercy uses them for His glory and the blessing of mankind, as far as He can.

NT - Maintaining Discipline but Avoiding Disaster

Temptation-Proofing Congregations must be our first priority. This requires God’s Word to be expounded constantly to proclaim the Person of Christ, His purposes and work. And those who teach it must be living examples of what the message means in daily human life. We must resist the temptation to preach popular truths only, and declare the whole counsel of God, Acts 20:26-27 We must give everyone assurance that the Bible is reliable and adequate for all needs, 2 Tim 3:15-17, train them in the skills of comparing each scripture with other scriptures, 1 Cor 2:7-16; 2 Pet 1:19-21, of memorising and meditating, and in the habit of turning to the Lord for wisdom as to how it applies to our lives in every problem, Jas 1:5-8. In this way Believers become stable, healthy and strong with a high resistance to disease. Balanced growth is furthered by the use of checklists of Christian living such as Rom 12; Eph 4:17-6:18; Col 3:1-4:6; 1Th 5:10-28. But to avoid giving the impression that life in Christ is a matter of keeping rules and living up to standards, good use can be made of examples of Godly Faith and self-reliant following - Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Samuel, David, Hezekiah, Josiah, Daniel, Peter, John, Paul (including Phil 3 & 4.)

Setting Rules and Standards?

God’s people should live lives appropriate to that exalted status. The natural way for human wisdom to do this is to make increasingly detailed rules about what is right and God-honouring and what is not. The Pharisees did this thoroughly, but it means that people’s attention is concentrated on things which can be controlled by rules, and they neglect the WEIGHTIER/more important matters of the law JUDGMENT/justice, mercy and FAITH/faithfulness. Mt 23:23. They were earnest in this and sincerely shocked when anyone who claimed to belong to God’s people broke their rules for clothing, food, behaviour, etc. They enforced the honouring of God by the people of God far more successfully than anything any modern Leaders can - And they insisted on rejecting Christ and having Him crucified because he failed to “keep God’s Sabbath,” Mk 3:1-6, etc.

Yet in spite of knowing this sincere Christian leaders can fall into the same folly. It's easy to legislate against women not wearing hats and to enforce that because it’s external. But we can’t enforce rules against gossipping, lack of love for each other, lack of personal Bible study and devotional prayer. It's easy to legislate that men always use Thee and Thou in addressing God. But we can’t enforce rules against pride in ministry, rivalry, criticism of others, covetousness in business, and domineering over wife and children in the home. We can’t create humility and Godliness by legislation. The fact that God’s OT people were distinguished by a physical mark, circumcision, and committed to a large degree of visible uniformity of behaviour gave the Pharisees some excuse. We have no such excuse as under the New Covenant, God’s people are distinguished by the indwelling of Christ, by His Spirit, and His being increasingly manifested in their outward life as the Spirit guides, Rom 8:1-30. This is a life of sonship-freedom in Christ, not a slavish keeping of rules. Life to be lived in love for God, and for one another, Gal 2:20; 3:23-28; 4:6-7; 5:1-6, 16-25.

Recognising Uniqueness and direct reliance on the Lord

By God’s grace, all who receive Christ are born of the Spirit into an individual relationship with God as their Father, Jn 1:12; 3:3-16, and Christ as their life, Col 1:27; 3:4. Growth in this is our primary concern. Relationships within God’s family are less important, and Leaders among us function as brothers and sisters, Mt 23:8-12, their task being to encourage younger Christians to develop direct dependence on God and His Word, 2 Cor 1:19-24. It’s essential that mature Christians “come alongside” younger Christians to share with them the help God has given to them, and so encourage direct dependence on Him, 2 Cor 1:2-5, 24. We must help them to depend directly on the Lord for guidance and to develop personal convictions, Jn 14:26; 16:13; Rom 14:5; 1 Jn 2:20-21, and allow fellow-believers to do the same, Rom 14:1-15:6; Phil 2:1-16. God has designed and moulded us each for His purposes, and we can depend on Him Ps 139:12-18, 23-24; Jer 31:33-34. 

None of us can ever understand and express every aspect of God’s Word and will – God’s life in an Assembly/Church shines as it were through a prism and it may be visible in different members in ways as different as the colours red yellow and blue. Yet He is glorified when those different natures gather in His love, accepting one another, Rom 15:6-7. I must not expect your decisions to be the same as mine, 1 Cor 7:7. We may be as different as eye and hand, but with mutual care and mutual submission to the Head, all are a blessing to each other, and are able to fulfil His will, 1 Cor 12:4-26; 13:1-13; Eph  4:15-16.

Gal 6:1-10 Living in Freedom - in the Spirit - & Showing Love to All

 (Paul has warned against the works of the Flesh. He has spoken of the fruit of the Spirit in the Believer's life, with the need for us to die to self. Among the things he says the Spirit will move us to do is restoring an erring brother.)

6:1 BRETHREN/Brothers- Those born into God's family are responsible for each other’s welfare. if A MAN BE OVERTAKEN/someone is caught- Caught off guard by temptation, not someone catching him sinning. The Man has been trapped, fallen into a FAULT/sin- Paraptoma- A fall beside. A false step, a deviation from truth and righteousness. It’s used in Rom 5 for Adam's sin. That reminds us that sin disrupts fellowship with God, and brings misery. We’re to forgive the Paraptoma- trespasses of our brothers, Mt 6:14-15; 18:35; Mk 11:25-26, but as they have a destructive effect on the whole fellowship we all have a responsibility to see wrongs righted. 
 you who are spiritual- The help needed is spiritual. Those in step with the Spirit, 5:25, are the ones God can use, as the fruit of the Spirit, 5:22-23, will shape their words and actions. 
 Cp Acts 6:3; 2 Tim 2:24-26. All believers have the Spirit, Rom 8:1-16; Gal 3:2-5, 14; 4:6, 29; 5:5, 16-18, 22-25; 6:8, so it’s the responsibility of every Christian to be spiritual, and to be ready to serve the Lord in this or in any other way, but it’s the particular responsibility of Elders to be spiritual, watchful of the flock, and ready to restore wanderers. 

should restore- Katartizo- To make fit for use. It’s in the continuous tense, suggesting patient effort to restore the “dislocated” member. It’s used of repairing nets, Mt 4:21; Mk 1:19, setting bones, or getting factions to work together, and it’s used of God’s people being made fit for His fellowship and service, Mt 21:16; Lk 6:40; 1 Cor 1:10; 2 Cor 13:11; 1 Th 3:10; Heb 13:21. It’s not just a matter of undoing damage, he needs to be restored to a right relationship with his Lord, with his fellow-members of the body of Christ, and to his proper functioning in that body. We need him, 1 Cor 12:14-26. Indifferent toleration and proud rebuke are equally out of place among those who live under grace – as we live in that grace it enables us to work for restoration to fellowship and fruitfulness in the Lord. 

SUCH/him IN THE SPIRIT OF MEEKNESS/gently- Praiotes- Gentleness, humility, meekness. Paul doesn’t say “You must make yourself obey Rule No 12 which says..” This gentleness is part of the fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:23, not of obeying a rule. The Lord brings sinners to repentance, receives and restores them, and He uses us in His work, 2 Cor 2:5-11. CONSIDERING/But watch yourself LEST/or you.. tempted- Remember your own potential for sin. In ourselves we’re no better or safer than the one we help. In offering help we may expose ourselves to the desire to do the same kind of thing - some sins are infectious Jude 23. We also expose ourselves to self-righteous pride in our being superior to it. No matter how urgent an operation might be it would be ridiculous for a surgeon not to take time to “scrub up” first, and also to clarify in his mind what the situation was, and what needed to be done. Spiritual matters are also delicate and important, so a careless attitude may be as harmful as a proud self-righteous one, 1 Cor 10:12-13. Those who wish to help others need to pray as in Mt 6:14; 26:41; Mk 14:38; Lk 22:40; Rom 15:1-3. 

6:2 BEAR/carry ONE ANOTHER’S/each other’s burdens– Not just tolerate, put up with each other. We all struggle at times, so should be willing to take a share of the load that another is finding hard to carry, not stand off and criticise, as the uncaring Pharisees did, Mt 23:4. Criticism adds to the burdens of guilt and failure the offender bears and he is likely to be crushed by them. SO/in this way- By helping one another, on the basis of shared life and fellowship in the family of God. you will fulfil the law of Christ- The “Law” of love by which Christ lived and died, provided us with redemption, and reconciled us to God, 2 Cor 5:16-21.  Cp Mt 18:22-35; Lk 17:3-5; Jn 13:34; 15:10-17. 
 

Negative Actions that may need to be taken 

Three disciplinary actions are mentioned in the NT: Public rebuke, Gal 2:14-16; 1 Tim 5:20, based on God's Word, 2 Tim 3:16. Withdrawing personal supportive fellowship with uncooperative or disorderly believers, Mt 18:17; 2 Th 3:6-15; Titus 3:10-11. Those who share the one loaf at the Lord's Table need to be concerned for the welfare of each of the fellow members of the local body of Christ. They need to share their Lord’s distress when any member is at odds with Him or there is any breach between members. And do all we can to restore them to spiritual health. In Mt 18 the Lord promises His presence when the Elders-Overseers meet to make decisions, but this section is preceded by a reminder that the Lord sacrificially seeks lost sheep, and is followed by a long, solemn spelling out the absolute necessity of our forgiving offenders. It’s not surprising therefore that the final discipline - being put out of the Lord's church, into Satan's world – is, in Scripture, reserved for behaviour that scandalises the world, 1 Cor 5:1-5, and, possibly, for serious doctrinal error, 1 Tim 1:20. Those expelled are to be lovingly prayed for until repentance permits restoration of fellowship, 2 Cor 2:6-8. 

(1) Banning from Teaching

Titus 1:10-11 UNRULY/rebellious.. deceivers.. WHOSE MOUTHS/they must be  STOPPED/silenced from teaching things they ought not teach. To the Apostle Paul the Lord revealed the fullness of the Gospel, and Paul spent His life proclaiming this and opposing distortions such as the idea that Gentile converts must keep the Law. Those teaching this error claimed support from James and the Jerusalem church, so Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem and brought back a written statement that confirmed that Paul was preaching the true Gospel. He wrote opposing serious errors such as the denial of the Resurrection of Christ, 1 Cor 15, but never suggested dividing the church over the issue. In 1 Tim 1:19-20 Paul says he had handed two heretics over to Satan, but doesn’t suggest the church should also do that - I take it he meant that he would no longer waste his time reasoning with them. In 2 Cor 11 he said those who opposed him and his Gospel were false Apostles, and their message was satanic, but he didn’t demand their expulsion from the Assembly at Corinth – it was their Assembly’s responsibility to silence them. 

John wrote of antichrists who denied that in Jesus God had come in a human body. He says nothing about expelling them, simply they went out from us, 1 Jn 2:19. Judas didn’t need to be expelled – the Lord spoke the truth to him in love, and he went out, Jn 13:30. As I understand it, the Believers, confident in the power of the Lord among them, proclaimed His truth, in love, (as Stephen did, Acts 6:10) and the enemies of truth were glad to leave. As James says, the devil will flee if we submit ourselves to God, clean up our lives and motives and don’t speak evil of anyone, Jas 4:7-11. Gideon’s father said wisely if Baal was a God, he would be able to defend himself! We should have faith that God will defend His honour, and His Gospel, and defeat its enemies. I can’t find in the NT any justification for expulsion or division over interpretations of Scripture or church order. What is clearly taught is that quarrelling and division comes from the sinful natures of Leaders and Believers following worldly satanic wisdom. This is spiritual adultery, Jas 3:13-4:4. 12 and we must separate ourselves from it, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. It is malice and wickedness, not alternative interpretations, that they must purge out, 1 Cor 5:8. 
 We’re not to give a hearing to preachers who make a living out of preaching divisive doctrines, Rom 16:17-19.

Mt 18:15-35 Maintaining Church Fellowship - Dealing with Difficult Brothers

(Saved sinners still have sinful natures, and so still give offence, need to repent and be forgiven. Disciples need to discipline themselves, 18:8-10, or be disciplined. Those forgiven and born into God's family by Grace, need to show grace in forgiving each other to maintain family fellowship. Before tackling these problems the Lord has brought things into focus by speaking of the Glorious Church He is building, 16:18; Eph 5:27, and of His concern for the least member, 18:12-14. In Mt 5:21-26, the desire to worship God, and the certainty of punishment, is to move the offender to put things right. Here, the one least to blame, the offended one is, like the shepherd, Mt 18:10-14, to seek out the offender and try to win him back into fellowship. The last resort is to involve the whole church, and the Lord assures us of His support and presence in whatever decisions must be made. Finally those who maintain fellowship and pray for the same things are assured of His response. Nothing here supports the idea of a Church hierarchy. It's a local church working as a group of brothers, 18:20; 23:8-12. We're warned against interfering in the affairs of others, 2 Th 3:11; 1 Tim 5:13 1 Pet 4:15. And gossiping speculations about them, Lev 19:16; Prov 20:19; 26:20-22. But none of us should ignore the fact that a brother beats his wife, or cheats in business if circumstances bring that to our attention, Lev 19:17; Gal 6:1; 1 Jn 5:16-17.)

18:15 IF your brother TRESPASS/sins against you- The word is used of a serious offence, not what we find annoying for personal or cultural reasons. Judas uses it in Mt 27:4 of betraying the Lord. We're to turn the other cheek, Mt 5:38-42, and not adopt a critical judgemental attitude, 7:1-15, but that doesn't make offensive behaviour by a brother a matter of indifference. We're to speak the truth in love when wrong has been done, fellowship in the Lord broken, the Spirit grieved, and the united worship and witness put at risk. Religious wars are a sin, but so is indifference to sin, Lev 19:17. Our concern must be with the restoration of broken fellowship, not a rooting out of weeds, Mt 13:24-30. 

TELL/Show him his fault Help him to see his action was wrong by showing him that you have been hurt by it - without humiliating him or exposing his fault to public view. His action was out of fellowship with the Lord and His purposes, and we're to seek his repentance/ and restoration to fellowship, 18:10-14. Reproving a brother is an expression of love, Lev 19:15-18, Cp Prov 3:12; 25:9-10; 27:5-6. When we feel we've been wronged it's natural for us to go to friends for sympathy and the matter becomes gossip. This fans the flames of division and bitterness and hardens the hearts of both parties against each other - a serious sin. Our first concern must be to win him back to forgiveness-friendship-fellowship, not our rights or reputation. Attacking him verbally provokes counter-attack. Punishment is the Lord's concern, Rom 12:17-21. If he HEAR/listens to you- Responds well, 10:14. you have GAINED/won your brother- Won him back to fellowship. The painful barrier has gone and he's no longer wandering on the path towards spiritual ruin. Cp 1 Cor 9:19-22; 1 Pet 3:1, where the same word is used of the conversion of an outsider.

18:16-17 If not take one or two- People both of you like and respect. Not facing him with people eager to support you against him. every WORD/matter established- Deu 19:15. This assures fair play, and should help keep us from a judgmental, self-righteous spirit, 7:1-5. The accuser may be wrong or the accused may listen to explanation by neutral parties, who show him what the Lord requires of us, etc. It will help both sides face the facts. And if the facts must be made known they must first be established. Any accusation must be ignored unless adequate proof given, Num 35:30; 2 Cor 13:1; 1 Tim 5:19.

If he NEGLECT/refuses- Persists in ignoring what you and they say. Tell.. the church- The local church, not a Bishop, Synod, Combined Oversight, etc. The goal is to keep the matter known to as few as possible. Nothing justifies gossip or letting the world know of the disgrace to God and His people, 1 Cor 6:1-8. Any disciplinary action must be carried out in as open a way as possible but young Christians may need to be spared details. 16:16-18 showed us the Glorious nature of Christ, and His purposes for His church. These must be borne in mind as we try to clean up the grubby mess we make of ourselves when we forget who HE is, and what WE are in Him. We will do more for the purity, peace, and power of the church by lifting Christ and His purpose high before the Believers, Jn 1:1-16; 13:1-17:27; Rom 8 and 12; Phil 2, etc than by preaching against any sins or sinners. The church, conscious of its Lord and its Calling is appealing to him to repent and restore fellowship. 

If he NEGLECT/refuses.. let him be UNTO THEE/treat him as - You personally. It says nothing about the rest of the church putting him out of the fellowship. A HEATHEN MAN/pagan.. tax collector- He's still your brother, but he won't let you be brotherly. You have done all you can for him, so keep away from him and get on in the Lord's ways and work. Don't disgrace the family and God by sulking, gossipping or whining, as if your petty quarrel was the most important thing in the church, or it soon will be! 

18:18 I SAY/tell YOU- In 16:19 it's singular, Peter's responsibility. Here it's plural, all of you, as in Jn 20:23. We see it acted on in Acts 15 by the Apostles and Elders, but in the first place it's the local church dealing with a local church problem. Whatever you BIND/ LOOSE.. on earth.. in Heaven. 
 The local church, under the leadership God has raised up, is to teach, apply, and enforce His commands by gathering in obedient submission to the Lord, eager to know and do His will, 1 Cor 5:4; Jas 1:5-7, Having obeyed 18:15-17, they are to look to the Lord - confident that He will enable them to make right decisions. 

18:19-20 If two of you agree.. done- We may be only a feeble handful of saved sinners but Where two or three are GATHERED/come together- The background is that of making a decision about discipline, and praying, but beyond that it applies to witness, worship, teaching, etc Acts 4:31; 10:33; 14:27; 15:6, 30; 1 Cor 5:4. in Eis- Into, my name- Not merely En- In, a static thing, following a Godly routine, but with an active desire towards doing what He has declared His will to be. Gathered as a Christ-centred group under His authority, 28:18-20, There am I in the midst- Jesus speaks of the future when He will be present as their risen, unseen Lord. He guarantees His being with them, whether asked or not - only He, by His Spirit, could have moved them to gather so. It's not just a called-together-to-meet-needs and exercise power thing, but a gathering-into-association-with Him. It isn't gathered against others in being for Christ, Mk 9:38-40; Lk 9:49-50. The Lord adds to the Church, Acts 2:47; is personally present in local churches, aware of their situation, with a loving, but sternly realistic message for them, Rev 1-3.

18:21-22 How many times.. Forgive- Having hurt someone, repented and been forgiven, we should never do anything like it again. But we're not ideal people, and where there are deep-seated mental or emotional problems, offending is difficult to avoid. Each time I'm obliged to go to him and urge his repentance, and as soon as he apologises assure him he's forgiven, 18:15-18. Even if we think he isn't really sorry as he has repeated the offence, Love, 1 Cor 13:1-5, and heart forgiveness, Eph 4:32, frees us from a bitter, unforgiving spirit. The Lord then spoke parables showing that as He had forgiven our huge debt it’s ridiculous and unforgivable for us to refuse to forgive our brothers for the small ways in which they may offend and hurt us. The unity of a loving and forgiving human fellowship is the Lord's will for us, a convincing witness to the world, Jn 17:21-23, and essential if we're to have our prayers answered. While the general unity of the church is helpful, the Lord encourages parents, groups of workers, etc to unite in prayer. God can't answer contradictory prayers. We are to keep working, 1 Cor 15:58, with our minds and wills submitted to each other for the common good and the Glory of God, 1 Cor 10:31; Phil 2:1-16; Col 3:17, looking to Jesus to whom nothing is impossible, Eph 3:20; Heb 12:2-3. 

(2) Public Rebuke - If that’s not heeded - Withdrawal of Personal Fellowship

(Confrontational rebukes (with different outcomes) were given by Samuel to Israel, 1 Sam 12:1-2 and Saul, 1 Sam 15:16-35, by Nathan to David, 2 Sam 12:1-23, and by Paul to Peter, Gal 2:11-21.)

1 Tim 5:20 States a general principle. THEM THAT/Those who sin REBUKE BEFORE ALL/must be rebuked publicly- Before this there must be adequate proof of accusation, (Two or three witnesses, Num 35:30; Deu 17:6; 19:15, and they must take public responsibility for the consequences of their witness, Deu 17:7.) and trying to solve the problem with minimum publicity – as with the brother in Mt 18 - would be needed. 

1 Cor 6:1-11 Lawsuits between Christians are a disgrace. They make Christ and His Gospel look ridiculous. The Gospel offers to turn sinners into children of God but in court “God’s children” are making each other sound as wicked as possible in order to persuade a godless magistrate to force the transfer of some earthly treasure. News of this hypocrisy will do the Devil’s work by giving those whose consciences have been urging them to turn to Christ an excuse to stay as they are, and give the Lord’s enemies a chance to blaspheme 2 Sam 12:14. Instead Paul urges the local church to deal with such situations – Mt 18:15-35 gives the method. As they had property to quarrel over they were likely to be considered leaders. Public wrangling about Doctrine etc also disgraces Christ and earns the world's ridicule. Paul is talking of commercial disputes 
 - such matters as 5:1 weren't judged in their courts. 

2 Th 3:6-8 WE COMMAND YOU BRETHREN/Brothers IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST- Solemn, emphatic words. Paul is consciously representing the Lord as he speaks, and speaking on His authority. How we live while waiting for Christ, 1 Th 1:10, is very important, Mk 13:34. Paul's concern was for their progress "in the Lord." Their laziness is robbing them of fellowship with the Lord, and if the offenders are too unspiritual to care about that the Believers are to make it clear. WITHDRAW YOURSELVES/keep away from- Not exclude them, push them out. The relationship - brother - is unchanged, but such people need to adjust to the realities of Christian life. His action divides him off from the others. That division is to be shown visibly. Brotherly love requires brotherly distancing from their course of action until they realise they must choose between it, and normal fellowship. Withdraw the home hospitality of a spread table and listening ear, to make him realise he is out of step. Cross him off the list for church handouts, but no suggestion of exclusion from the Lord's Table. 

WALKETH/does not live- Peripateo- To walk around, to live, behave. DISORDERLY/is idle- Ataktos- Disorderly, unorganised, idle. A- Not. Tasso- To put in order, arrange. These professed Christians were not fitting into the pattern the Lord had set for His people. Paul had preached how Christians should live, been an example of it, and written of it in his 1st Epistle, especially 1 Th 4:11. They ignored this and were out of step with God's obedient people in not earning their living. Whatever excuses they made laziness and improvidence are sinful, so individual Christians and the church must not waste money on folk not willing to try to find work and support themselves. 
 FOLLOW US/our example- Paul didn't abandon his tent-making because he believed the Lord might come at any moment. Rather, the joy of it strengthened his resolve to fulfil his normal duties, with his eyes on the Lord, 2 Cor 5:7-10. They needed no detailed set of rules - they had seen Paul's pattern of behaviour that modelled Christian living in the will of God. Paul sets out the relevant details.

3:9-12  IF ANY/a man WOULD/will NOT WORK NEITHER SHOULD HE shall not EAT- This is based on Gen 3:19. From the first, Believers, rejoicing in their brotherly fellowship in Christ, naturally shared what they had with other Believers, Acts 2:42-47. A fellowship meal to which believers brought food and drink was often associated with the Lord's Supper. At times this was abused, 1 Cor 11:20-22; 2 Pet 2:13-14: Jude 12-13. Like the Synagogues, the churches ran a "Food Bank" to help the starving poor, Acts 6:1-6. This is a plain command that in doing so the church is to actively discourage anyone from being a drone. (It doesn't refer to excluding them from the Lord's Table where the Bread taken is not to be regarded as food.) they are busybodies- Periergazomai- Peri- Around. Ergon- Work. Busy on the sidelines giving advice, rather than getting on with their own work. 

we command- Paul says, without a trace of impatience or contempt, "If this applies to you, this is what you need to do about it." He didn't take over the lives of converts by laying detailed rules on them, 2 Cor 1:24, but he taught and lived the general principles of Christian living, and made specific applications as here, when they had failed to take the point for themselves. BY/in our Lord Jesus Christ WITH QUIETNESS/to settle down.. WORK/earn and eat their own bread- If it’s impossible to get paid work, find useful unpaid work for the good of men, and the glory of God – be like Dorcas, Acts 9:39. 

3:13-14 BE NOT WEARY/never tire of-WELL DOING/doing what is right- Having to deal with lazy, shiftless people can become such a burden that we have to quit. God through Paul says “Don’t let that happen, stop slaving for loafers.” 
 If.. does not obey our WORD/instruction, note that man- Present tense, a continuous process, don't judge by the impression gained from isolated incidents. Don't rely on hearsay, slander, criticism, or point him out to others. Keep him under observation for yourself, and make sure. Then HAVE NO COMPANY/do not associate with him- Don't go around with him, be known as his friend and supporter in his behaviour. To argue with him increases his feeling of self-importance. To speak harshly to him may foster a sense of martyrdom. Quietly withdrawing leaves him to “stew in his own juice” - and hopefully get sick of it, repent and be restored. The whole congregation is to do this. HE MAY BE/feel ASHAMED- Their not being willing to listen to his gossip or welcome him to meals, will help him to feel ashamed, and change – if he is God’s child, Christian fellowship will be missed. Cp Titus 2:8. (Or if the free food etc was all he wanted, 2 Pet 2:13; Jude 12, he will drift off.) 

3:15 Not as an enemy- To be fought with, but ADMONISH/warn- Noutheteo- To put in mind. Make sure that he gets into his mind that it’s his behaviour that is a barrier to fellowship, and not that we don’t value him as a brother and think he isn’t good enough for us to spend time with. (Parents need to do this by telling naughty children “You’re mine, I love you too much to let you behave in ways that are nasty and stop you from being a joy and help to our family.) Help the problem person to understand where they are in relation to their Lord and their brothers and sisters, where they should be, and how they can move from one to the other. We and they need to Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, Col 3:16. As a brother- He's still within the Assembly, and its circle of care, but the appropriate fellowship is reduced to urging him to get in step with the others by obeying God's Command through Paul. The brotherly attitude is essential if any wounds faithfully inflicted are to be recognised as those of a friend, Prov 27:6. Our kindly desire for his restoration to true fellowship, on God's terms, not his own rebellious ones, is emphasized. We all fail. We should all be concerned to help others who fail. Our attitude as we do this is vital, as it is easy for us to let our personal feelings, likes, dislikes and prejudices become involved. (Because I grew up in a poor, hardworking frugal family I am instinctively prejudiced against those who are rich, lazy or wasteful. I have to constantly guard against this prejudice, and die to it.) If we speak with impatience and annoyance it will arouse hostility. 

Titus 3: 9-11 Avoid foolish QUESTIONS/Controversies.. a HERETIC/divisive person- Hairetikos  from  Haireomai- to choose, Hairesis a choosing, a choice. KJV spells the Greek word in similar English letters. NIV translates it by giving its divisive effect. The Roman Catholics said Luther (and any protestant) was a Heretic because he chose to believe and obey God’s Word rather than the Pope. We could equally call the Pope (and any follower) a Heretic because he chose to believe and obey church tradition when it differed from God’s Word. A heretic is simply one who makes choices- Heresies- Hairesis. But in the Bible it refers to self-willed choosing to believe one’s own opinions and interpretations and refusing to submit to what godly mature Christians accept as God’s truth. Rom 16:17-18..

ADMONITION/warn- Nouthesia- see 2 Th 3:15. REJECT/have nothing to do with– Paraiteomai. KJV translates this word as Excused, Lk 14:8 , Refuse, Acts 25:11; 1 Tim 4:7; 5:11; Heb 12:25, Avoid, 2 Tim 2:23, Entreated, Heb 12:19. I believe this means we shouldn’t waste our time arguing with him, or let him preach. (Incidentally we must act within the law. A physical fight to keep someone from preaching, or taking the bread and wine, or going to court to ask for a court order enforced by police is a disgrace to all concerned, including our Lord. It would be better to quietly disown, and patiently ignore the actions of insane or malicious people – if we have to.

1 Cor 5:1-13  Public Scandal Requires Exclusion from Church Fellowship

1 Cor 5:1-2 A member of the church at Corinth had taken his father’s wife to be his wife. Greek sexual morality was lax, but they didn’t approve of this sin, and the news of it would be spread widely as scandal gossip with which to ridicule the Gospel. Unless the visible morality of the Christian community is obviously higher than that of the world around it, the Gospel loses all credibility. The conduct of every member affects the life and reputation of the whole, and is sowing for a harvest. The whole church is addressed as being responsible for discipline, and in such cases it’s the responsibility of every member to mourn – not indulge in self-righteous gossip. Cp Daniel, Dan 9. Such grief about the disgrace to the Church and the Lord stirs up action and makes correction possible, as in Ezra 10:6. 

That HE/the man who did this- Literally "such a one." It's not a reaction to a person, but to a kind of person. be TAKEN AWAY/put out of your fellowship- If they had the right attitude God would have dealt with the situation, or guided and enabled them to do so. The OT made clear the need to put away anything associated with idolatry and sin. This is inevitable when the AWE-full holiness of God is appreciated. 

5:3-5 From a distance Paul calls them together to act on the matter, and as “chairman”- God's representative - he sets out the action they must take, just as if he was standing there. Their memory of him, his teaching etc would reinforce their sense of needing to act in this way. The Lord is present Mt 18:20 in the person of the Holy Spirit. Paul is speaking in fellowship with Him just as he would have if he had been physically present. Cp 2 Ki 5:26; Col 2:56. Paul had JUDGED/passed judgment on- They have been indifferent, but Paul's deep concern for the Glory of God and their welfare has moved him to act promptly, 2 Cor 2:4. They had no excuse for hesitating – Paul as an Apostle was authorising them to act

In the name of- For His sake, because of His authority, and purpose, his reputation, out of loyalty to Him. our Lord- The One who must be obeyed, to whom we’re responsible. Jesus  Christ - Paul speaking in fellowship with the Lord under his authority as Apostle of the Gentiles commands them to meet and, in the Lord's name, to pass the sentence the Lord requires. It’s a publicly announced gathering for discipline. Cp Acts 15:22-23; 2 Cor 2:6. when GATHERED TOGETHER/assembled- Literally ”being gathered together in the name” as Mt 18:20, where exercising church discipline is the specified purpose. They must gather in God's presence, and with His approval and authorisation take action. This couldn't wait for Paul's physical presence. Power of the Lord Jesus Christ- Dunamis- Repeating His name in full emphasises the Lord’s importance in the situation.

To DELIVER/hand over- Rather like God's delivering rebellious mankind over to the evil consequences of their folly, Rom 1:24, 26, 28. to Satan- 
 The rebel great angel, totally hostile to God and His purposes, God's rebel servant, but still under God's ultimate control. When man joined Satan in rebellion against God, man became subject to sin, suffering and death, Rom 5:12-21. On the Cross Satan was defeated, Col 2:15, and the Lord delivered mankind from the bondage of death, Heb 2:14-15. This implies that Satan normally has no power over the Christian, but deliberate sin and refusal to repent removes the Lord’s protection, and the church should publicly ratify that this is so. for the destruction- Olethros- Ruin, loss of whatever makes life worthwhile. In the NT this is always by supernatural intervention. of the FLESH/sinful nature- Sarx- fallen human nature. A Christian's old, natural self, where sin can still work. It's not the MAN being turned over to Satan for destruction, it's the natural self of that man that insists on sinning. His action condemns him before God. Their action in expelling him should make him realise this, and if he is God’s child destroy his false confidence that he is an acceptable child of God. 

Outside the church is the world, Satan's sphere of authority, 1 Jn 5:19, where God's will is disowned, and resisted. The man's behaviour belongs there, and so does he until he repents and abandons it. He must no longer remain among them and enjoy the protection of their fellowship, worship, teaching, praise, and prayers. Being shut out "Destroys the Flesh" in the sense that it would humiliate his fleshly pride, and so destroy his smug assumption that he is free to act as he is acting. That he should be publicly humiliated was deserved as he had polluted both the Church temple, and the temple of his body, 1 Cor 3:17; 6:19. The church must make it obvious that by his action he has forfeited all right to be with God's people until he repents and removes the disgrace. This will test the reality of his profession. 

Spirit.. saved IN/on the day of the Lord Jesus- The ultimate purpose of all discipline is to make happier the day when each will give account of himself, Rom 14:12; 2 Cor 5:10. Not that Salvation isn't granted until then, but the reality is seen then, and its fullness manifested. God’s verdict on that day gives value to all previous life, 3:12-15; 4:5. As in 1 Cor 11:28-32 the fact that Salvation is his destiny, far from making sin a matter of indifference is the very reason why action must be taken against him. Blessing is the whole purpose of the action, not a possible after-effect. There is Moral benefit from suffering, Ps 119:67. Satan's action is destructive of physical well-being, but God over-rules it with a view to bringing men to repentance and back to God. (The thorn in Paul's Flesh was permitted for God's purposes, 2 Cor 12:7.) Paul doesn't expect the offender to die promptly as he forbids them to associate with such people, 5:11. Cp Gal 6:1; 2 Th 3:14-15. 

If this is the man in 2 Cor 2:3-11; 7:8-11, the church did put him out, and he repented and was restored to fellowship. This is the result of dealing with sin in righteous love. Unlike the washed sow, 2 Pet 2:22 no Christian can continue in sin and be happy. It's good to see the commercially greedy, sexually immoral etc cleansed, forgiven and in the Church, 5:9-13; 6:8-11, but if they then sin within the church it must be publicly dealt with, not covered up, or defended in the name of "Love." Cp Heb 12:5-12. They can't continue in fellowship until sin is confessed, and clearly put behind them. Without such discipline the church is paralysed. The Holy Spirit isn't free to work through it to convict the godless of their need to repent and be converted, when church members commit those very sins! Serious public sin must be dealt with, and drastic public action is needed to remove the public scandal.

We're not given any set of rules to be applied rigidly, unintelligently, and needed discipline is to be approached with deep concern for holiness, with love, and humble caution. (The cost of disciplinary judgment to all concerned is made clear in Judges 20.) Today expulsion is discouraged by the fact that most churches are the kind that people merely drift from - and that an expelled person may be accepted promptly by some other church, isn't to our credit.

5:6-8 The death of Christ as our “Passover Lamb” has redeemed us and granted us “New Life,” 2 Cor 5:14-17; Gal 6:15. The Passover is used as a reminder that those redeemed by the blood of the Lamb are required to purge out the “leaven” of corrupting sin from their company in order to fellowship with their Redeemer in the joy of their new, redeemed life. Yeast isn't dirt that can be washed off. It symbolises attitudes working within the body that blunt the individual and collective conscience, and alienate us from God. It's the nature of Evil to spread. A tolerant attitude toward gross evil, of life (or doctrine, Mk 8:15; 1 Cor 15:1-34; Gal 5:1-9) will soon spread through the group. When gangrene sets in only the amputation of the limb stops it from spreading to the whole body. As members of the church form the close unity of a body, 1 Cor 12:12-27, any member's sin is every member's concern. Not as a matter of gossip, or harsh condemnation, but as in Gal 6:1; Jas 5:19-20; 1 Jn 5:16 it calls us to face reality, and to discipline and be disciplined in a spirit of wise love. Because a little evil will corrupt the whole they must remove it promptly.

5:9-13 Note the list of sinners to be excluded from individual or church fellowship: You are not to KEEPCOMPANY/associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is a FORNICATOR/sexually immoral- COVETOUS/greedy an idolater or a RAILER/ slanderer- Being reckless in what we say can be like being reckless with a gun - murdering with the tongue. A drunkard or EXTORTIONER/swindler. With such AN ONE/a man do not even eat- Do not share meals, or the Lord's Supper. Both are acts of fellowship and approval and doing so condones the sin, and encourages the idea that it doesn't matter. To be known as a Christian, and not to disown sin, implies that Christ approves of, or has no objection to the sin. The Lord ate with publicans and sinners because they were that, and ones like Zacchaeus were transformed. But they weren't professing disciples, living wicked lives. 
 Therefore PUT AWAY/expel.. that wicked- Poneros- Active Evil, bad in itself and having a bad effect on the church and its witness. A public, open, sad, loving action. Paul is referring directly to the man of 5:1-5, but 9-12 shows it has a general application. 

The Wise, Righteous Anger, of the Holy God of Love.)

I have heard that Jonathan Edwards preached very powerful sermons on “Sinners in the hand of an Angry God,” But that theme is distressing to me as it reminds me of a bad tempered Street Preacher who told passers by they were going to hell, and sounded as if he was glad about that. To the world at large today the idea of God being angry with them is likely to make Him seem to them a petty-minded spoilsport who is behaving foolishly. That’s natural as most human anger is sinful folly. God, living among men spoke of our anger as incipient murder, Mt 5:22; that it doesn’t do God’s will, Jas 1:20, and must be cut short, Eph 4:26. Therefore we must be careful when we speak of God’s anger. None of us are or can be, experts in the nature of Deity. Only God can understand God, 1 Cor 2:11. The natural man can’t, as all he can see is the shattered, twisted, partial image of reflected God-likeness in himself and others. Those who do not accept the truth God has chosen to reveal of Himself in the Bible are spiritually blind groping with defiled hands trying to assess the vastness of an Infinity of unimaginable character. It follows that it is natural for each man's "God" to differ, and differ horribly - for each "Creates God in his own Image," Ps 50:21.

Believers are better off. We're Partakers of the Divine Nature, 2 Pet 1:4, and the Holy Spirit reveals God and His purposes to us in the measure we allow Him to tune our minds, hearts and lives into fellowship-knowledge of God, Jn 17:3; 1 Cor 2:11-16. But it is, at best, the knowledge of a child, sufficient only for our present growth. When we become dogmatic, or argumentative, we show the same blind folly as the godless, and cut ourselves off from further knowledge of God until we repent. God has fellowship with, and reveals Himself to, the humble only, who love and act lovingly towards His other children, Isa 57:15; 1 Pet 5:5-6. Children have the right to ask for information and a good parent will tell them only what they can understand or benefit from. That’s how our Heavenly Father treats us.

God has revealed something of His Nature and Being in creation, Rom 1:19-20, more in the OT, and fully and finally in His Son, Heb 1:1-3. But, our actual understanding is limited to the measure in which we have disciplined ourselves to study God’s Word, and the measure in which we have allowed ourselves to be drawn into fellowship with God by His Holy Spirit, and are therefore open to His instruction. He "Guides us into all truth,” Jn 16:13 if we let Him use what He teaches to mould our life, Rom 8:1-16.

Children have the right to ask, but no right to demand knowledge – that’s childish folly. To demand that the parent conform to their standards, and be answerable to their conscience goes beyond folly into sin. It is essential that we actively disown any attempt to use our human standards, ideals, or models to judge what God OUGHT to be. And yet we could know nothing about God if He did not condescend to use the situations and relationships of human life, and the words used to describe them, to bridge the gap between what we can know naturally, and what He wishes us to know. Human Love does reflect God's love in some measure, because the Love of God is its source, and so at their highest and best, Brotherly love, Courtship and Conjugal love, Parental and Filial love, all give faint outlines of aspects of the nature and functioning of God who is LOVE.

But God is not Anger. The source and model of much human anger is not the anger of God The source and model of human anger is generally Satan, who was from the beginning a murderer, Jn 8:44. Human love is creative. Human anger is generally destructive, incipient murder, Mt 5:21-26. Human anger comes from offended pride - and God is not proud, but humbles Himself to wash the feet of His Disciples who are too proud to wash each other’s feet, John 13. Human anger also comes from fears, real or imagined threats, frustrated competitiveness and covetousness, ignorance, disillusionment - All of which are impossible to God. We dare not start with any human anger and attempt to extrapolate from it to the Being and Actions of God. Instead, we must start with what God says about His Being. We can then interpret His revealed Actions in the light of that, evaluate doctrinal statements, and look for helpful illustrations from human experience.

**NOTE** The order in which I have set out the revealed attributes of Deity (The elements or aspects that go to make up God’s Character-Personality-Personhood-Nature-Being) is not intended to suggest any order of importance, because I see no suggestion of such an order in Scripture. We can in some measure understand these attributes of God because they are reflected in some measure in Human nature, words and actions.

God is One - A coherent, Self-consistent Unity, bound together in Mutual Love. All that Each does, He does in full fellowship with the Others, as representing Them, so that it is true to say that They do it also, Gen 1:1; Deu 6:4, etc. Therefore any teaching that suggests that the Father is angry but the Son takes our side and placates the Father by His Death, is false. God- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit- was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, 2 Cor 5:19. While God the Father may be said to have "Laid our sins on Jesus," and certainly "Jesus bore them on the tree," that same action equally involved the Father "Giving His Son" for us. It was "Through the Eternal Spirit" that the Son offered Himself to God as a sacrifice for us, Heb 9:14. And if, figuratively the Father's hand wielded the knife, would anyone suggest that He was aloof, and unsuffering. Meditate on Abraham offering Isaac, and enter into Abraham's feelings. And any suggestion that human sin had offended God's Holiness, and that this angry Holiness demanded, and God's Love gave, adequate satisfaction in the Cross, may be a step towards understanding and explaining the truth. But, we need to remind ourselves promptly that God is ONE, not a collection of independent Attributes demanding their rights. God is all He IS, in everything He does. His infinite holiness is infinitely loving, wise, etc. His infinite Love is infinitely holy, etc.

God's Anger is the anger of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

God is IMMUTABLE- eternally unchanging. The Faithful God, Deu 7:9. "I the Lord change not," Mal 3:6, Heb 13:8. While Scripture records that God "Repents" and as in the case of Jonah and Nineveh does not always carry out His promised Judgments. This indicates that a change in their behaviour requires His Immutable nature to now treat them differently. In fact Jer 26:2-6 records that the promise of judgment is being given deliberately with a view to giving them the chance to change their behaviour so that God would not need to carry out that promise. Therefore any suggestion that God's attitude towards Men changes, has changed, or will change, with the passing of time, or because of anything that they have done, or will do, is false. God was not benevolent to mankind before the Fall/Rebellion, then angry with them until the Cross, and benevolent since then. God is always all He is, in everything He does. God was, is, and always will be Immutably, Holy, Wise, Love, etc in relation to all - Israel and the Nations, the Church and the World, mankind in Heaven, and mankind in Hell. He is "No respecter of persons, and Gives to every man according to his works," Acts 10:34-35. He gives to every man exactly what he deserves, 1 Pet 1:17 – and in Grace often gives much more than that, Mt 20:13-16.

God's Anger is immutable, consistent in all its actions. The fickleness of human actions and attitudes are offensive to His immutability – it is reasonable that He should be angry that we chose not to reflect His image. Before we fall into contradictions and folly, our understanding of this must be corrected by the next Attribute.

God is SOVEREIGN – so God’s Anger is Sovereign - I am the Lord and there is none else, Isa 45:5-8. He is answerable to none. He asserts His right to do what He wishes with his own. Man, the clay in His hands, has no right to demand accountability from God the Potter, Ex 33:19; 1 Sam 2:6-8; Isa 45:9-10; Mt 20:15; Rom 9:21; 1 Tim 2:4, etc. It is insolent folly for us to say "Because God is Immutable, or Holy, or Love, He must do this, cannot do that!" - or "ought not do it." To think like that is to put ourselves in the place of God, and attempt to call Him to account as we would our child or our servant. If God in His Sovereignty goes outside or beyond what we would expect from what we know of His other Attributes, it is solely in the direction of that Grace which rejoices in blessing the undeserving, and withholding punishment from the deserving. He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, Ezek 18:23. He patiently endures the vessels that are by their chosen behaviour qualifying for wrath and destruction, so that He can perfect the vessels chosen  for blessing, Rom 9:21-24. He does all He can to turn men from sin and destruction, even to dying for them on the Cross. He weeps over those who Crucify His Love, Mt 23:37-38, and those who in defiance of His effort to save them march on to Hell, do so by trampling Him under foot, Heb 10:29. We dare not question the Sovereign actions of God, or ignore His Sovereign right to be different from even our best understandings of what He has revealed of Himself. God is GOD. He may, or may not be, in some sense the prisoner of His own Attributes - He says He cannot lie, Heb 6:18, be inconsistent, commit evil or folly, etc. but certainly He is not the prisoner of our understanding of His Attributes. In all our thinking He must be the Sovereign Lord, God.

God's Anger and its actions are those of a Sovereign God. That man in rebellion should pit himself against the Sovereign will of God is offensive, anger provoking to the Sovereignty of God. Perhaps even more offensive is mankind's irresponsible, willed slavery to his own desires, as it’s an  abandonment of the measure of sovereignty that God granted to Adam.

God is LIGHT and in Him is no darkness, 1 Jn 1:5. 
 Light reveals things as they are, it reveals the truth about things. To say that God is Light, says that He is Truth, but I believe that it says more than that, that He is Truth that shines out and delights in making the truth about things known, and delights to manifest itself in beauty that is free from any possible soiling – that delights to liberate, that’s active, and delights itself in making activity possible. But at the least Light reveals the Truth and the truth about anything corresponds to the reality of the thing. God is THE Truth beyond everything that is, the Reality beyond the reality of everything, giving it its value and function. Not only is He its Creator, moment by moment it is only in Him that it is held in being, Col 1:16-17, Heb 1:3.

Any teaching that suggests that Darkness-Evil can be any threat to Light, or that any deceit can exist in God's dealings with men, or can be legitimately used by us in our dealings with others as His children and servants - is false. We’re Children of Light, 1 Th 5:5, and as we walk in the Light as He is in the light we have fellowship with one another and the Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin, 1 Jn 1:7. In this world the Darkness can inflict suffering on our bodies, or in our fleshly nature if we sow to it, but unless we yield to the temptation to hate, retaliate, etc. that darkness can't touch and defile us, and God uses it to make us Christ-like in ways we would not have chosen. Unlike man’s anger God’s Anger has no element of fear, feeling threatened, or of challenged pride in it. None of those have a place in Light’s reaction to darkness. 

God’s Anger is Light that shines out and banishes darkness, unmoved and untouched by it, Jn 1:5. It is mankind's preference for lies, and darkness that angers God's Light and Truth, Jn 3:19; 2 Th 2:10-12; Rev 22:15.

God is RIGHTEOUS- A Just God, and a Saviour, Isa 45:21-22.All His attitudes and actions in Judgment and Salvation, Blessing and Cursing are consistently Righteous, and infinitely and eternally so, in their vastness and in their tiniest detail. This is beyond our comprehension, as we struggle to balance small rights and wrongs against larger ones, short term rights and wrongs against long term ones, wrongs which are better overlooked, and ones which must be dealt with - vaguely aware all the time that what seems a tiny temporary wrong to us as we deal, for instance, with a child, may possibly, be the one thing they will never forget, or the fulcrum on which their eternal destiny might pivot! “The Lord have Mercy on us!” Which He does, Father-like compassionately over-ruling the inevitable blunders of those who "Commit their ways unto the Lord, and so enable Him to direct their paths," Prov 3:6.

Any teaching that any action of God's is less than Righteous is false. He takes into account the temporary repentance of an Ahab, and postpones judgment, 1 Ki 21:27-29. He leaves the Amorites to enjoy His land for hundreds of years until they are ripe for judgment before judgment falls, Gen 15:16, and those of Israel His chosen people who imitate them, share their fate. None escape His Righteous Judgment, by their privileged nearness to or knowledge of Him, or their unprivileged distance and ignorance of Him, 1 Pet 1:17. All are judged by what they have done, in response to the light they had Rom 1:17-20; 2:11-27; etc. His judgment begins at the house of God. He is already disciplining us, 1 Pet 4:17-19. The Lamb of God bore away the sins of the world, and the Blood shed in doing that cleans us from our pre-conversion sin, and continues to clean us from all confessed-disowned sin as God's children, enabling us to walk in fruitful fellowship with God and one another, Jn 13:10; 1 Jn 1:7-9. This results in the rewards received at the Judgment Seat of Christ, 2 Cor 5:9-11; and we are urged to minimise the losses by prompt dealing with mutual offences before we face that day, Mt 5:21-26.

God’s Anger is Righteous and every unrighteous attitude and action in the Universe is offensive to Him, and Hs righteousness requires Him to be angry about it until He has put right every wrong and restored every situation to the absolute balance of Justice that Righteousness requires. God’s Righteousness is angry about every injustice, and He cannot be comfortable about it until Justice is done. But this is patient anger that delays and limits its intervention until it is possible to put all things right righteously, and this is possible only when all things have worked themselves out to their final form. With individuals this is possible at death. With mankind collectively, it’s only when the world finally totally organises itself to be what it chooses to be, and the day comes when God righteously and universally exercises His Anger - The Day of His Wrath, the Day of His Lordship, Acts 3:19-21; Rev 10:1-7; 11:17-18. He who has waited patiently for men to repent, Rom 2:4-5; 2 Pet 3:9; will then act in Righteous Judgement, and do so in perfect Holiness, Wisdom, and Love.

God is HOLY– Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty, The whole earth - invisible to us - is filled with His Glory, Isa 6:1-5. This reminds us that God is Infinitely different from, and superior to, us, and in view of the reaction of Isaiah, this is particularly true of the contrast between our Uncleanness, and the Purity of His Being. (Holiness for us consists in our becoming God-oriented in our hearts, and minds, words and actions. The grace that sets us apart for God, in Christ, and works that transformation outward into practice.) The Holiness of God links naturally in our minds with His being Light. But Light suggests impersonal aloofness from the Darkness of sin. The Holiness of God is the personal quality of His Being which contrasts with and is offended by the Uncleanness of sin, and must deal with it. It is Righteous Holiness that makes full allowance for every weakness, and excusing factor, Wise Holiness that will not act until the benefit will be maximal, and the loss minimal, and Loving Holiness, perhaps best pictured for us in the combination of surgical cleanliness and efficiency and human compassion with which a Doctor or nurse ignores the stench and the offence to their eyes, and gently but firmly cleanses and treats the sores of a leper.

God’s Anger is Holy And, as I understand it, the Anger of God’s Holiness is anger at the rottenness and wilful corruption and corrupting action of sin that enjoys the wanton defiling of the beauty of what God has created – a man devoted to his garden feels something like that towards a grub that has chewed the centre out of a beautiful flower. 

God is  LOVE- 1 Jn 4:8, 16. The hateful, hating cruelty of sin is an agony of offence to the Love of God- who I believe suffers with all the suffering of His Creatures, as well as rejoicing in their joys. He has a special care for the vulnerable, Ex 22:22; Deu 10:18; 24:17, 19, etc, and cruelty to them abounds in this world. 
 I believe that is why God is Angry with the wicked- every day, Ps 7:11 – verses 3-4, 14-16 describe the kinds of wickedness that anger God.

God is OMNIPRESENT- Present everywhere in the Universe, Deu 4:39, Ps 139:7-12, Prov 15:3, Isa 66:1, Acts 17:27. Therefore He is directly aware of all that happens, and so is committed to putting everything right. No sin is done behind God's back. All Creation exists continually in His conscious presence and. by His constant care, Col 1:17, Heb 1:3.

God is OMNIPOTENT- He is All-powerful, Gen 17:1, Job 42:2, Ps 115:3, Isa 43:13, Mt 28:18. Because it is always in His power to enforce justice He must see that Justice is done. Such power as men have has God as its source so it must anger Him to see it used to defy Omnipotence, and deify man's own will and lusts. Equally mankind's weakness of will in failing to do what he admits to be the right Eg Pilate, is an offence against God, whose Omnipotent help for righteous living, mankind is rejecting.

God is OMNISCIENT- God knows the whole truth about everything that exists, and everything that is thought, said, or done, Ps 147:5, John 21:17, Heb 4:13, 1 Jn 3:20. Because He knows all things He knows the exact degree of responsibility of all concerned in every action and so is able to judge righteously, and must do so. Equally man's deliberate ignorance, and chosen follies, are an offence against the wisdom of his Creator, frustrating the wisdom of God, and adding to His anger, Mt 21:24-27, Jn 3:19-21, 9:39-41, Rom 1:18-32; 2 Th 2:10-12. Even God’s children and servants sometimes choose to insult and anger His wisdom, Jas 3:13-16

.If ONE of God's Attributes is pre-eminent, it seems to me that it is His Sovereignty, and that Sovereignty is always exercised in Grace. Please check with me the truths that move me to think this: In the great mystery of Godliness, 1 Tim 3:16, we cannot draw the line in these between what was actually surrendered in essence, and what was surrendered in outward appearance before mankind only, but Scripture says that in some sense:-

1. God's Wisdom surrenders its rights, and deals with this world by means of "The Foolishness of Preaching Christ Crucified,” exposing itself to the sneers of the wise, and the indignation of the religious, 1 Cor 1:21-24. His wisdom will be vindicated, Eph 3:10.

2. God's Omnipresence surrendered its rights at Bethlehem, when the Creator of all localised Himself to the limits of being a Baby.

3. God's Omniscience, in some sense surrendered its rights, so that the Child Jesus could experience our state and "Grow in Wisdom and Knowledge” as we do - sin apart, Lk 2:52.

4. On the Cross God's Omnipotence surrendered its rights, and allowed itself to be displayed to mockery as weakness that "Saved others, but could not save itself," Mt 27:42.

5. The Eternal Ever-living God surrendered His rights by dying on the Cross.

6. God’s Righteousness surrendered its right to execute Justice upon rebel humanity, and volunteered itself as the innocent victim of all injustice so as to be a Saviour as well as a Just God, Rom 3:26.

6. And a deep mystery, God’s Holiness surrendered its rights not only to be seen as Holy, but voluntarily became, and was made, sin, for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him, 2 Cor 5:21. (The sin offering was in a sense “most Holy,” Lev 6:25.)

All this was the sovereign choice of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, so that it seems that the Sovereignty of God, in some sense, triumphed over those other attributes of God, and remained itself unbowed..

But the very Sovereignty of God has surrendered its rights at one point - it will not take back any gift that it has made The Gifts and Calling of God ARE WITHOUT REPENTANCE/ is irrevocable" Rom 11:29. And when weak, foolish, sinful, rebellious, man who has marred in himself his likeness to God, refuses all that God Omnipotent, Omniscient, Holy, Righteous Love has done, and can do for his redemption salvation and blessing, by refusing to bow his head in submission to that Everlasting Mercy of God in Christ Crucified. When they have deliberately gone beyond the point of no return, God permits men to damn themselves forever. And in spite of that some who are the objects of Infinite Grace dare to question God’s action when He has done all that He can do to prevent it. The Lord saves all who are willing to be saved, and with infinite sorrow the Lord allows people to damn themselves, Mt 23:37-38. Blessed be the Name of the Lord!

God has commissioned us to be His Ambassadors and sent us to persuade men to accept blessing and made every provision for our success, even down to indwelling us to empower us for that purpose, Acts 1:8. Only those of us who are doing all we can to witness to the Saviour and warn the sinners and so fulfil His purposes of grace, have any right to talk on the subject, and in doing so, we dare not accept any suggestion that God could do more than He has. As, hopefully, sharing these thoughts has helped to increase our understanding of God and His ways in respect to God's Anger, and Punitive Judgment, and our responsibility to act in fellowship with Him and His purposes, we need to remember one further Attribute.

God is INSCRUTABLE- No one knows the things of God, except the Spirit of God, and what we know depends on His revealing them to us, 1 Cor 2:7-12. In His essential Being, God  Dwells in light unapproachable, whom no man hath seen, or can see, 1 Tim 6:16.

Appendix  Accepting Direction & Learning Direct Dependence on God
The Lord twice encourages us to accept positive direction from leaders. In Mt 10:41 He promises to reward us for deeds of mercy we did because one of His servants said we should do them. In Mt 25:27 He says that the servant who was afraid to step out in faith and trade on his own responsibility should have put his talent into the hands of bankers who would have taken responsibility for its profitable use. As a timid servant of the Lord I’ve often been glad to be directed into doing things in His service that I wouldn’t have dared to attempt. We're glad that the early "Brethren" disowned organised religion where even its "Priests," were cogs in a machine that ground out mechanical "services" unchanged for centuries. Freedom to depend on God directly was liberating and fruitful. Today some Christian Leaders act like dictators, demanding in God's name control over their followers’ detailed beliefs, use of time, money, etc. We may pity such puppet Christians, but worse than action rigidly directed by human religious leaders, is ungodly inaction because we won’t accept direction from our Elders. Or worse still ungodly wrangling that leaves us unable to agree on what to do, or how and when to do it.

To usurp the Lord's authority over His church and His servants is presumptuous folly. It’s also presumptuous folly to assert our right to disagree with and frustrate the work urged by other servants of His, speaking in His Name. In the unstructured nature of our fellowships it is sadly easy for those who enjoy criticising others to do this. Leaders need to take seriously, Phil 1:15-18; 2:1-16; Jas 3:13-4:12; 1 Pet 5:1-9. In my youth there were earnest but bitter Preachers who seemed to concentrate on attacking other Preachers and warning us not to have anything to do with people who disagreed with their own interpretations of prophecy or rules for personal life. Eg Eph 2:2 meant that as radio broadcasts went through the Devil’s territory it was sinful to listen to the radio and worse still to broadcast the Gospel over radio. A Bible Book Depot wouldn’t display Scripture Union Bible Reading cards because “unions” were preparing the way for the rule of Anti-Christ. A Brother came with his family only once to our Assembly because a “Sunday School Anniversary” was announced, and that marked us as being like the “denominations” – We should have called it a “Winter Treat.” These excesses, and the natural tendency of young people to think they know better than older people seem to have made my generation reluctant to control and direct people, no matter how unready, unfit, or unwilling they were to control or direct themselves. It's a major cause of the current problems we face. Part of the responsibility of belonging in the lord’s family is to give brotherly counsel to one another – Lev 19:17 Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy brother-When our Brother has clearly disobeyed God (Not just disagreed with us about what God’s will is) we are responsible to discus with him what God’s will is, in terms of Gal 6:1-10: 2 Tim 2:22-26 rather that to settle down in sinful ways. And to PROVOKE/stir one another on to love and good works, Heb 10:24. Let's be more willing to give and take directions. 

Of course if we give any public or private direction to others, we risk being wrong. "If you do nothing you've done nothing wrong" was the motto of a School Principal I worked under- but if you do nothing, the Lord calls you a wicked and slothful servant! We all need a willingness to profit from direction, disagreement and rebuke. We need to take seriously, but not too seriously the words and examples given us by fellow believers with whom we may easily and instinctively disagree. This requires humility, and a habit of turning to the Lord and His Word for the confirmation or not of what we feel like rejecting.
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Criticisms and Corrections with a view to improvement Welcomed

Booklets in the Listening to the Lord Series: -

Joshua;            Judges;              1 & 2 Samuel;       I & 2 Kings;      Ruth, Habakkuk, Haggai;  

Matthew;        Acts;                  Romans;         1 & 2 Corinthians;              Galatians;       

Philippians;    Colossians;       1 & 2 Thessalonians;     James      2 Peter & Jude;     Revelation.

+ Genesis, (soon – If the Lord wills.)

Booklets in the Looking to the Word Series:-

Abortion Protests/Lessons from Sodom;      Sickness Healing & Health;               Guidance;

The Believer & Evil;         The Law, the Lord & Us;      God's Word in English - KJV etc; 

Pre-Reformation Church History;                A.N. Groves & the Brethren Movement;

Copies of all these are available free from the writer:

Mr E. Read,

Cottage B, Cashmere Court,

72   Rose St,

Christchurch, 8024.                 New Zealand.

Much of this material is available on "the Web" - http://www.vision-nz.co.nz/lbc/.

(They will forward to me any messages sent to me.)

I will be delighted for anyone to make use of any of this material in any way that will honour our Lord & Saviour.

� In our unfenced hill country shepherds move the sheep to pasture suited to the changing seasons, helped by sheepdogs. They work as unobtrusively as possible, making minimum demands of the sheep, and attracting minimum attention to themselves. Only rarely dogs will startle the flock by barking loudly, and only then, when to do so is essential. As a result the flock are held together, and are directed into wholesome pasture, while being free to get on with the business for which they exist - feeding, growing, and reproducing, largely unaware of the shepherd and his dogs. This is like a Christian flock where the shepherds are constantly manifesting and preaching Christ to them so they are continually conscious of Christ the Shepherd and His loving care, undistracted by the actions of His agents. In contrast to this some leaders seem too conscious of the effect on their own comfort or reputation of any undirected action by the sheep. They react to it by making short sharp dashes in their direction barking fiercely to frighten them back into the conformist path. This may give the Leader a feeling of having done something about the problem, reassured him of his own importance, and of the intractable silliness of sheep. But the attention of the sheep is taken away from Christ, Heb 12:2, by the need to keep their eyes on the “Shepherd” to avoid his angry criticism. Concern to do nothing that the “Shepherd” hasn’t ordered makes them too nervous and bewildered to feed, grow, and reproduce confidently as they should. In the long run most will feel that they must leave that flock. The would-be shepherd may comfort himself with the fact that this is better than to have allowed non-conformist behaviour to persist in the flock under his care. 


� The original NT word translated “Church” is Ekklesia - Ek- Out. Klesis- A calling. (It’s from Kaleo- To call.) An Ekklesia is a group of people called out by someone for some purpose. It’s used in Acts 19:41 for the Mob called out by Demetrius. Christ’s Church is the group of people called out to Him by the proclamation of the Gospel, Acts 1:1-47; 1 Cor 1:23-24, etc. Those who respond and receive Christ are born into God’s family by the Spirit of God, Jn 1:12-13; 3:2-16, etc. 


� In Titus 1:4 these  Leaders are called Elders- Presbuteros, and in the next verse, Overseers- Episkopos. Which the KJV translates as “Bishops.” Church custom ignores this and a church system ruled by Elders is called “Presbyterian”. A church system ruled by Bishops is called “Episcopalian.” 


� The specific subject Paul writes about in 1 Tim 3 is that Timothy should assure those who wish to be leaders in the local church that they’re wishing to take up a very worthwhile work. And to spell out for them the high standards God has set for such Leaders. These qualities are essential in order for a leader to function to the Glory of God, the blessing of others, and the fulfilment of himself in what God wants him to be. Before we take up any work for Him the Lord wants us to "Count the Cost," and make a reasoned, permanent commitment. Ps 15:4; Ecc 5:2, 4-5; Mk 4:16-17; Lk 9:62; 14:27-30. The person who wants public leadership of the local church needs to realise what that will require of him. That should discourage those who desire the position for selfish reasons of pride, getting everyone to do what they tell them, etc. Those whose desire for Leadership is a response to the promptings of God’s Spirit in their hearts, and compassion that wishes to meet the needs of His people, will be challenged to commit themselves to be this under God, and depending on Him in obedient faith to make able to be what he has called them to be. 


These specifications are not Law, but grace challenging our wills, with a view to our claiming and experiencing God's enabling. Existing elders would do well to read these verses every week - and young men eager to serve God should read them often, too.


� The way Ordain is commonly used gives the idea that it requires church ritual by important robed Church Officials. That it simply means put in charge, make, etc becomes cleat if you read all the other scriptures in which Kathistemi is used, which are Mt 24:45, 47; 25:21, 23; Lk 12:14; 42, 44; Acts 6:3; 7:10, 27, 35; 17:15; Rom 5:19; Heb 2:7; 5:1; 7:28; 8:3; 2 Pet 1:8. So the description in Titus 1:6-11, of what Elders must be, and their work, is given to enable Titus to decide which Church Members were best fitted to be appointed to Leadership. Titus could read it out to everyone, and discuss it with them point by point until they could understand what God required and why. They could look at themselves and each other so that they could see who qualified or were disqualified. While Paul had made Titus responsible for the final decision what Paul had written would enable them to accept some as elders. It’s likely that it would challenge others who had a heart’s concern for God’s truth and the welfare of the local Christians to seek God’s forgiveness, grace, and help to get their lives sorted out in order to become fit for Eldership. Verses 10-13 suggest that this would be needed.


� In view of the character of the Cretans 1:10-13, we might have expected Paul to supply expatriate leadership, but it's only from among the congregation that God generally ordains Leadership over them. They, not Angels, Heavenly or human, truly understand how in the local culture God can be honoured. I visualise a local Cretan believer excusing his lying drunk in the street as being a dizzy fit, and the blunt comment of a Cretan Elder "Sure, Petras, I've often had that kind of dizzy fit in the past. But now we're God's children pubs are out of bounds" And the blunt comment from a fellow-Cretan would be more effective than a learned rebuke from an Athenian, or a pious one from a Rabbi. When a decision made long ago was criticised in my hearing, a wise and Godly Elder defended it saying "The decision was made by a good Oversight, it represented every point of view that there was in the Assembly." 


� We see these 4 strands in Num 11:16-17. God ordered Moses to bring the men to be proclaimed as Elders into his presence in the Tabernacle. The public “ordination ceremony” would help them to function more effectively, but it didn't MAKE them elders. They were that by God's gift, and their own commitment to care for their people, and the congregation knew them to be Elders by the work they had been doing. They were to stand before God with Moses - Public association with present leadership. God would take of the Spirit which was upon Moses and put it upon them so that they could share with Moses the burden and responsibility of leadership. Apparently this happened invisibly, but when people saw them acting caringly as Moses had acted they would know that they had been endowed as Moses had been. Today this could happen when Elders share concerns with younger men, praying with them that the needs of the flock would be met. I don’t say that is easy, but to see younger men concerned to meet the needs will be rewarding.


� I believe it’s a mistake to wait until we feel good enough. Or to expect God to drop leadership capability from the sky, or to earn it by doing seminars and study courses. When we are young in Christ and in the faith we should set ourselves to doing heartily to the Lord all that we’re given to do, and to commit ourselves to caring for the Lord’s flock, aware of, how greatly He loves them, Acts 20:28. 


In the Assembly with whom I gather, (Of about 70 believers.) when the monthly "Business Meeting" - the only routine meeting of the "Overseers" - is announced, it is usual to add that "Every Brother who has the care of the Assembly at heart is invited to attend." Over the last 45 years a normal attendance would have been about 8% of the congregation. This results in younger men making helpful suggestions for changes, growing up into responsibilities, and developing loyalty to the Lord, and to Leadership in which they played a part. (The unity of the fellowship is already eroded when members begin to say "They say, plan, etc" rather than "We plan to.." Those who attend find it’s often dull routines and sometimes it’s impossible to reach acceptable decisions right away. That’s to be expected as the point of view of every Assembly member needs to be considered, Phil 2:3-5. But I found it a wonderful chance to learn just how to listen to each other and look to the Lord to find a way to go forward together, Rom 15:5-7.


� It is tragic when Leaders try to make sons their successors, as Samuel did, 1 Sam 8:1-3. Or  where leaders have “favourites” – I’ve read that J.N. Darby said of one of his favourite young men (C. Raven who led a major group of Exclusive Brethren astray) “All my “pets” seem to turn out badly! But it's tragic also when young men show leadership potential – perhaps offensively as energetic youth is brash – it results in their being "Put in their place" harshly. In a Farmyard, when Cockerels start making their first weird, harsh attempts to crow, the Rooster tries to hound them out of the yard, and established leaders can be tempted to do the same. The way Gideon answered back to "The Angel of the Lord," would have been taken by some Elders as plain insolence. Leaders must seek grace from the Lord to see the potential for God, and consider saying "Go, in this thy might" when young folk challenge their statements or query the current order - advocate rash actions, or attempt unauthorised activities competing with the established ones. 


� Note that the "Four Strands" were brought together in public proclamation of the Status and Function of the Leaders and  included public prayer, (acknowledging God's part) public proclamation with existing leadership who stood with them, laid hands on them. The individual publicly committing himself to the work by receiving that role. And the public acknowledgment and endorsement by the congregation. Kneeling and having hands laid on my head would be spoiled for me by nearly 2000 yrs of Ecclesiastical Tradition that claimed to transfer God's power and approval mechanically. And I'd be embarrassed by being hugged and kissed on both cheeks, and the audience might share my embarrassment. I've been happy to settle for hearty handshakes, and signed, written commendation for ministry beyond my own Assembly, and felt something of the joy, awe, encouragement and responsibility shared by those whose commissioning is recorded in Scripture. In cultures where it would be helpful to adhere more closely to the FORM of Scripture it would be good to do so, but the SPIRIT and PURPOSE of Scripture is the vital thing. Culture must never be allowed to overrule Scripture, but Scripture is to be expressed in ways that most readily honour God, and make sense within the local culture.


� In a modern democracy where the individual's rights are stressed, and responsibilities largely ignored there is an increasing expectation that the whole congregation should decide what it will be and do. Should the Leadership use "Opinion Polls" and "Secret ballots" to decide spiritual matters, or people campaign to vote into their “Leadership Panel” those who make the most attractive promises? Leadership IS responsible to their congregation, but far more responsible to the Lord and Head of that local Church. If the relatively well-taught, spiritually mature Leadership of the local Church can't agree, how can they look for guidance to the rank and file? However, years ago I knew a small assembly where each year a secret ballot was taken asking "Who do you believe did the WORK of shepherding us this last year?" Those who the sheep recognised as having been shepherding them were then recognised as the Elders for the current year. I believe that they were operating within the range seen in the NT.


In a growing congregation many will be recent converts, and their ideas as to what will help to win their friends to the Lord are valuable. But they will have little knowledge of God's will as revealed in His Word, and unduly influenced by what "works" in the "Youth-Pop" culture of the world around. That the weapons of our warfare are spiritual, not those which make sense to and appeal to our fleshly, natural life and inclinations, 2 Cor 10:4, is easily forgotten by even more mature Christians. It is so easy to convey the impression that what is best for this congregation is what they will most easily enjoy, that will demand the least of them. (As a school Principal I was pleased for children to tell me what they’d like us to do, but didn’t ask them to choose whether our library grant be spent on books or comics!) Experience of the Lord, His Word, witness, work, worship fellowship with His people in the local setting by God's Grace and Spirit produces Elders- Mature, spiritually-minded men, moved by the Love of God and man, Spirit-led - The sort of men described in the Scriptures. 


� No Believer is too old to give wise counsel, and to pray. After a funeral service a brother remarked to me "That group of young people aren't used to being in a Church building, I'll go and chat to them." Being 95 years old, and long past active "Overseership" didn't stop him from following his shepherd heart.


� In the NT the work-responsibility-role-authority of Overseers-Elders is in relation to the local Church of which they are members. They may consult with their counterparts in other local Churches to mutual benefit, but the Lord is in the midst when they meet, and they look to Him for guidance. Apostles had special responsibility to witness to, and provide authoritative rulings, and might do so in fellowship with the local elders - See Acts 15:1-31; 20:13-18.The local Church is a Family, of which God is the Father, a Body of which the Lord is Head, 1 Cor 12. Leaders must see this clearly, and act in constant fellowship with and dependence on the Father, and Head, Mt 23:1-12. Overseers need to understand a lot about God, and People, and God's will for people as set out in the Bible. But it is far more important that they should commit themselves to being like their Lord, and living in the image of God, whatever their circumstances, and whatever they do. There is no set of rules as to what is the correct reaction they should make in different situations. I remember Mr. Clapham describing going with an elder in an Egyptian village to visit a member who had stopped coming to "Meetings." Only the usual polite conversation was made, but during it the elder took the tongs and removed an ember from the fire, and placed it on the hearth, without comment. Soon it had grown black and cold. As they left the Brother said to the Elder "I will be with you on the Lord's Day." That was not how overseeing is done in the Western world, but it was Biblical, and effective in its setting. The essential in all ages, all situations, is love for God's people, 1 Cor 13:1-7, and the Godly Character of God's Servants. Scripture concentrates on these, and the Spirit will use these to guide us into ways appropriate to the culture and the individual situation. And Scripture describes the Godly Character in terms of visible behaviour because being an Elder, or Deacon, is a visible role in the Church. And, visible behaviour is the one thing we are fitted to judge in others, Mt 7:15-20.


� Tupos comes from Tupto- to strike, the link being that a heavy blow is needed to strike an image on a coin. Like begets like. Elders determine the "style" or pattern of the life of the assembly they lead. That’s why it’s important that they become increasingly Christ-like so that they can stamp His image on His Flock, Acts 20:28. (In Greek it is becoming examples of the flock - not acting self-consciously to be a good example when under observation, and relaxing when at home, at work, or on holiday. We should at all times be good examples of what God's people are supposed to be.


� Elders-Overseers- Episkopos don’t run the church as a business concern. They need to take a personal interest in each of the flock, showing shepherd care of them that expresses the Love for them of God the Chief Shepherd. Episkope is the word used for God showing His Love for His people by “visiting” them in the sense of inspecting them and doing something about what He finds, as in Lk 19:44; 1 Pet 2:12. It’s used of their work in, 1 Tim 3:1, and of the work of the Apostles in Acts 1:20.. Episkopeo- is used of taking care to prevent bitterness arising, Heb 12:15, and of the work of overseers in 1 Pet 5:2. The related word Episkeptomai is used specifically of the work of Overseers- in 1 Tim 3:1; Titus 1:7; 1 Pet 5:2. It’s also used of the Lord coming to help His people in Lk 1:68, 78; 7:16; Acts 15:14; Heb 2:6. And of His servants visiting the sick in Mt 23:36, 43; The congregation looking out 7 men to handle welfare, Acts 6:3; Moses visiting his fellow Israelites, Acts 7:23, Paul and Barnabas visiting converts, Acts 15:36, and of caring for widows and orphans, Jas 1:27 


� Years ago I heard a Godly Brother speak on “The Lord has broken your works,” 2 Chr 20:37, lamenting that when he left the Biblical tradition of his Assembly his Bible Class followed him, but on his repentance, none followed him back in. His grace in confessing this sin, Jas 5:14, has been a lifelong blessing to me. 


� When Leaders act like Rehoboam it’s no wonder that young men rebel as Jeroboam did 1 Ki 12:10-16. Rebellion against leadership among God's people is a tragedy. It’s avoided when the existing leaders are obviously devoted to their Lord, intelligently interpret His Word, ignore their own personal preferences, applying it honestly to the realities of the situation in which the Church lives. In my youth I heard old men's sermons against Jeroboam rather than against Rehoboam. Now that I'm old I'm trying to follow the balance of Scripture. It was God, in response to Solomon's defiant pride that raised up Jeroboam.


� But if the soldiers instead of submitting to the commander’s organisation, battle plan etc break ranks and become a disorderly mob quarrelling with each other, grabbing what loot they can, etc, it’s quite easy for the enemy to pick them off individually The Devil, in his “Angel of Light” role, 2 Cor 11:14, will support every action we have taken according to worldly wisdom, and reassure our flesh/human nature that we were acting within our rights - All the fault lies with the opposition, as we were acting on God’s side in loyal defence of His truth. 


� A comment in the Secular USA Press on the Televangelist scandals of the 1980's expressed amazement that those who made their living by preaching against sin made no allowance for the reality of sin, in that apparently the Televangelists had been answerable to nobody. There had been no supervisory or advisory board, and no independent audit of their financial dealings. While God alone is our Master, we cannot trust our own 


assumptions as to His will. We all need human brotherly advice, mutual seeking of His will, and careful mutual monitoring of our understanding of Scripture, planning, and financial dealings. Paul was careful to maintain this, 2 Cor 8:16-21; Gal 2:1-10


� Putting things into words – in discussion or by writing them out - helps people to understand them and take appropriate action. In prayer we put our rather vague concerns, hopes and fears about those we care for into words, in the presence of the Son of God who loved them and gave Himself for them. We receive in His presence impressions, memories of what we've learnt in past situations, relevant Scriptures, and growing convictions as to what we need to do. And the assurance that while without Him we can do nothing, our putting it into His hands sets Him free to do abundantly more than we can ask, think or imagine, Eph 3:20. This takes the load from our shoulders, and frees us from the chains of any imagined need to be infallible, self-sufficient, and proudly self-righteously responsible for everything. That way we are refreshed constantly, and effectively play our part "Abiding in Him" Jn 15; Phil 4:4-9; 1 Pet 5:7.


� . Eg .when Francie and I were about to marry a very dignified old lady with a charming husband said to her “Frances, my dear, you will find that husbands can be most annoying at times. No matter how upset I’ve been I made it a rule to obey the command in Eph 4:26, and made it up with him before bedtime.”


� Proistem suggests a leadership style, not of sitting in authority saying "Go.." but of saying "Come on, this needs doing, let's get working at I," and showing them the way to do it. The attitude a local Church has to the Lord, and His Commission, and its success in it is set by the leadership. My own greatest lack as an Elder was my inability to demonstrate how to win souls and build them into the Assembly.


� Angry words are linked with murder by our Lord, Mt 5:21-22, so we need to beware of striking out at people with words. When Church members criticize the Leaders, and their policies and practices to their neighbours, or when harsh words and mutual criticisms between Leaders are known in the community, the witness to the Lord is hopelessly discredited. Who would join a flock where the shepherds fight!


� In 1 Tim 6:5-19 Paul gives a solemn warning against trying to combine godliness with financial gain, or being keen on financial gain - as doing that will wreck the lives of God’s people. He also echoes our Lord’s words, Mt 6:19-24; Lk 16:9; that we are to use our wealth to lay up treasure in Heaven. 


� It may be true that gifted and successful Christians are especial targets for Satan, though I'm not aware of a Scripture that says so. I don’t think that is what is meant here. But, we certainly must beware of glorying in any apparent success of our own or others. The realisation that God seems to be at work should drive us to our knees in petition for it to become an established reality, and Praise for the One who alone can do such things.


� To do Overseeing work- Paqad, is used of God's oversight of: Sarah - Isaac born, Gen 21:1, of Hannah - Samuel born, 1 Sam 2:21. Paqad. is used of God’s supervisory care over Israel in delivering them from Egypt, Gen 50:24-25; Ex 3:16; 4:31, etc, punishing sin, 20:5; Ex 32:34; 34:7; Lev 18:25; Num 16:29, etc. providing food, Ruth 1:6, and directing Cyrus to rebuild Temple, Ezra 1:2. (Unusual examples of Paqad supervisory care that are worth thought are: Ps 8:4, VISITEST/are mindful- Paqad of him and Ps 31:5 Into your hands I commit- Paqad  my spirit..) Paqad is used of Joseph being put over a household, a prison, and finally over all Egypt, Gen 39:4-5; 40:4; 41:34. 


� Those recognised as being Deacons in regard to an aspect of the Church’s work may also be  Elders-Overseers. That the work of a Deacon- Diakonia isn’t a separate distinct status or level in a hierarchy Peter makes clear in Acts 6:2, 4, where he says the Apostles should be DEACONing- Diakonia the Word, rather than DEACONing- - Diakonia  tables. Being a hand or tongue in the body isn’t a private empire, and the most important workers are not the visibly important ones, 1 Cor 12:13-25. Deacons aren’t just talented people with a desire to be somebody, and do something. They must be committed to being men or women who love God, His Word, and His people, and willing to work for Him in any way.





� Here is a list of all the things over which we as Christians are said to have Exousia-Authority-power over, the right and responsibility to make decisions about: Exousia to become and be known as God's children, Jn 1:12. To keep, or give wealth to the Lord, Acts 5:4. Each other’s bodies in marriage, 1 Cor 7:37. If preaching etc to depend on others for support, or to support ourselves, 1 Cor 9:4, 5, 6, 12; 2 Ths 3:9. and to preach to edify-build up the believers, 2 Cor 10:8; 13:10. To choose what to eat and wear, but uncaring use might injure others, I Cor 8:9. The woman ought to have Exousia (The visible indication of authority- obedience to authority) on her head, 1 Cor 11:10. Those still trusting OT Law, have no Exousia to share with us in our enjoyment of Christ's sacrifice, Heb 13:10. Exousiazo- The exercise of Exousia over others typical of the world around is forbidden us in relation to our fellow believers. Like our Lord we're to think in terms of what we can do to help them, Mt 20:20-28; Mk 10:42-45; Lk 22:25-27. Note Paul accepts the right of Apollos to go his own way, 1 Cor 16:12; and warns us against presuming to judge our fellow believers, on matters where the Lord's will has not been stated clearly, Rom 14:1-13. 


� It is dishonest to offer the Gospel as saying “Repeat these words or Sign this decision card and you’ll be God’s child assured of Heaven no matter how you live.” Or, “You’ll be God’s child and He’ll give you everything you want- health wealth and happiness, etc.” And it’s dishonest for us to proclaim the Gospel that brings them to New Birth, without our committing ourselves to nurturing them in that new life if God grants it. God’s Gospel offers life – Christ living in us - to be received and lived out, not an insurance that will keep us out of hell. And not as a first step on the ladder to heaven built by righteous living.


� Personal experience. Converts encouraged to do “Emmaus” Correspondence Bible Studies often started enthusiastically sending in work for marking every week, and appreciating encouraging personal comments. When that stopped I’d send a note saying I was missing the contact, and asking if they had had a set-back, and cheerfully assuring them that it was a normal Christian experience, but we needed to sort it out with God. Here are examples of set backs/stumbles. A Prisoner recently converted. “My wife sold our house, pocketed the money and disappeared with the children. The Police have notified me that they have found her and I can sue her for the return of my share of the money. But if I did she might have to go to jail, and I’ve decided as a Christian I must give up any claim on my money, as I can’t risk my children having both parents in prison. I’ve sorted that out and here are more lessons to mark.” A 19 year old girl from a poor background. “I quit Bible study because when I was saved the Christians made a fuss of me and were very kind. Now some new girls have been saved they’re making a fuss of them and I feel neglected.” I replied “That’s the normal feeling of children in a family when there’s a new baby. Either you sulk, and act like a baby to get attention – which won’t make anyone happier - or you take an interest in the new baby and welcome it as OUR baby and help look after it.” By God’s grace she did that. G. was a “wild man” converted following a tragedy in his family. He’d never read a book or written a letter, but tackled Correspondence Bible study with the aid of his 10 yr old daughter. His thirst for God’s Word soon had him covering courses competently. This stopped, and in answer to my query he wrote “I’m keen on evangelising sinners like me, but the assembly don’t seem too interested. I asked the elders to put up a rack for tracts inside the entrance so people could get tracts easily. A month later as nothing had happened I made a tract rack and nailed it up there myself. They told me off, and I got angry. Worse still I dug up the other occasions when I got into trouble with them, and when you dig up old things they stink. I didn’t feel like going to the Lord’s Table or studying the Bible until I’d got right with God and with the Elders.


� This is the attitude of a growing “church.” Contrast that attitude with the gloomy smugness of “We preach the Gospel faithfully 7-8 pm each Lord’s Day, but as it’s the “last times” the few who stay behind and ask Christ to be their Saviour don’t seem to be genuine – we give them good advice, good tracts, and a good Bible Study course and pray for them, but after coming back for the Gospel meeting a few times they drop off. That attitude is typical of a dying church having the outward form of evangelising, but denying it’s power by failing to live by the Gospel, and share the Lord’s love for the lost.


� God saves people in all sorts of situations, and they’re to witness there. In 2 Cor 12 we read that Satan as an “angel of light” distorts the Gospel in the minds of some Christian Leaders. That seems to me the likely source of advice to young Christians that is unrealistically optimistic “Aim to achieve the highest possible candlestick for your light to shine from. Have the faith to go all out for God and be a wonderfully successful witness – in the world of sport, politics, entertainment, art, music You’ll be a straight stick laid alongside the crooked ones that will show up their crookedness. But it’s more likely that the situation moulded that crookedness, and will make the straight stick as crooked as the others. Satan, as he did with our Lord, Mt 4:8-10, may offer wonderful success, but it will be gained, if at all, on his terms, Mt 16:26. God warns against hasty promotion, 1 Tim 3:6. The opposite extreme distortion is the unrealistically pessimistic, “You must at once cut yourself off from all your worldly associates and activities or they will drag you down again.” This means living not by faith, but by fear – fear not of God but of the criticisms of fellow Christians, pre-occupied with conforming to the outward forms of a Christian lifestyle, that may have been unchanged for 100 years. By insisting that this, and improbable interpretations of the Bible, must be accepted as part of the Gospel, and condemning Christians who see it differently, doesn’t make a winsome witness. Doing whatever we do heartily as to the Lord and being dead to the unsatisfactory, second-rate things of life, makes sense to God seekers, and it’s what God Himself commands, Col 3:1-35.


� They took this seriously, and so they should. We also should take seriously any news that any of God’s people are moving away from obedience to his Word in any matter. We should instantly make it a matter of prayer. But the pride and self-righteousness of our fleshly human natures are likely to make us too quick to believe the worst of others, and that is sin. Even more sinful is the fact that even among God’s people there will always be those who enjoy hearing of the sins and failures of other Christians, as it feeds their own pride. And there are those who take Satanic pleasure in doing the work of Satan by being “accusers” Rev 12:10. We must rebuke such, and refuse to listen to their gossip, 2 Th 3:11; 1 Tim 5:13. 


� Maintaining the unity of Israel was important, and religious deviations were to be taken seriously and carefully investigated. If apostasy persisted, as a last resort punitive action was commanded to restore united loyalty to God, Deu 13:12-19; Judg 20. But unity preserved by attacking others is uncertain and costly. Cp civil war in USA. It must be avoided if possible, and anything beyond minimal action will be regretted, Judg 20:43-21:23. 


� It's comparable to one denominational group today suggesting that another group give up the distinctives which they have found in Scripture, and their places of witness and sphere of work in the world, in order to conform to the speaker's "superior" one of which they were so proud! In the early church Pharisaic Christians demanded that Paul abandon the commission God had given him to the Gentiles, and did so in vain, Acts 15. Different rules and methods were approved for the different church spheres, Gal 2:3-9. Still there was constant pressure to make the Gentile Believers be counted as unclean until they conformed to the Law. Tension between concern for unity, Jn 17:20-21, and to preserve a people holy before a holy God, 1 Cor 5:1-13; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1 remains. This requires us to hold to essentials of the Faith, Eph 4:1-7; 2 Jn 2:7-11, yet not demand uniformity in living out this Faith, Rom 14; 1 Cor 3:1-23; 8:1-13; 9:19-22.


� We also are tempted to defend those related to us by blood, culture, or common beliefs, against those who wish to discipline them for the good of the church as a 


whole. We can defend this action of ours by pointing out that the would-be judges are themselves sinners, and try to convince ourselves that their type of sins - self-righteousness, legalism etc, are worse than those they are judging. Attempts at discipline exercised in pride and self-righteousness do more harm than good, and so does resistance to discipline that’s motivated by pride and self-righteousness. Church history demonstrates that mutual destruction, division etc will result.


� Scripture is clear that the men of Gibeah were guilty - but read church history, including that of the "Early Brethren" and you will see the damage and division caused by reckless accusations made by otherwise godly men, against godly men. John Wesley defined sin as "Wilful disobedience to a known command of God," so in teaching that Christians should and could live sinless lives he meant that we should live with a clear conscience before God. But some, in condemning him for teaching "sinless perfection," have left the impression that "Be holy as I am holy" is an unrealistic command, and can be ignored. 


� That both sides lost heavily reminds us that God can't let sin go unpunished, even if it's sitting on the Judge's bench. In any clash, because one party is wrong in attitude, doctrine or practice doesn’t mean that there are no faults on the other side. Even if those exercising discipline are correct in doctrine and practice, disciplinary actions can hardly accomplish God's purposes if those enforcing discipline are themselves guilty of spiritual sins such as covetousness, thanklessness, grumbling or proud self-righteousness. 


� In Nature as long as the environment is preserved the wiping out of even 90% of a species is short term only as the abundant food supply enables the survivors to increase again rapidly. So as God's Law reserved the tribal lands of Benjamin the survivors would be able to rebuild the tribe in a few generations. 


� God had declared His concern for the weak and the helpless. Yet they "honoured" Him by callously killing all the relations of 400 young women and handing them over into marriage as if they and their wishes didn't matter. Our disgust at the events of this chapter shouldn't blind us to the equally cruel actions of persecuting Church leaders who also claimed to be acting for the honour of God. 


� At times parents can’t help wishing that a difficult child was more like some other child, but saying “I wish you were like X.. or Y.. hurts the child and makes it harder for him to please us. And it is an insult to God who chose to give that child his distinctive – and difficult – personality, because he wanted to have someone like that to do His work. Few of us would have wanted to be the parents of Jacob, Samson or Joab. Our God-given task is to help each child to become what God designed them to become, That they aren’t easy to live with must drive us to closer fellowship with the Lord in seeking His grace, guidance and strength. That they aren’t what we hoped our children would be must, like all desires of our human natures, be surrendered to His desires. Gal 2:20 is never comfortable, but it is rewarding. So in even thinking our discontent with the person, we risk sinning. All this is also true of the way we as Elders think, speak of or speak to difficult members of our flock.


� The local church needs to deal with errors and offences promptly and effectively as that is essential for their relationship with the Head of the church, and for their witness to the world around. The Lord gives us some directions in Mt 18:15-20. It’s a disgrace to take matters to the secular courts, 1 Cor 6:1-7. And it’s even worse to gossip about it to our friends and neighbours. We dare not act on rumour, 1 Tim 5:19, and if someone such as those in 2 Th 3:11; 1 Tim 5:13, tells us of a real or imagined offence, we should promptly take them with us to ask the one accused to reply to the charge. 


� This isn’t a fixed state. It requires constant obedience and self-judgment. A spiritual man wouldn’t boast of his spirituality, 6:3, it would be seen in his concern for the Lord's honour, and for the restoration of the erring ones. When we see a fellow-believer falling into sin, or discouraged under problems, we’re to bear our brother's burdens. And to ask, not “Am I spiritual?” but, “Is there anything in my life that needs to be put right, Mt 7:2-5, so I may be fit for the Lord to use me 6if He so chooses?” He will cleanse us from anger, self-righteous superiority, or helpless despair, as we look to Him in prayer, and ask for the brother’s restoration, and go to the brother in humble confidence in the Lord's ability to restore him. The person has done wrong by yielding to the desires of his fallen human nature. The natural response of our fallen natures is pride, harsh condemnation, or even “If he can get away with it, I might as well do it myself.” Any such response compounds the disaster to the Lord’s work, and the disgrace to His name. 


� These commands are not to be treated as the Rabbis treated the OT Law - added to, and used to cut off those who kept His law from those who failed to. Christ as the perfect embodiment of God’s will for the life of mankind, Mt 3:17-4:1; Jn 8:28; 15:10; Acts 10:38; Heb 2:8-14. What he taught He Himself lived in the sight of all men, Lk 7:36-50; 22:61; 23:43; Jn 5:14; 8:11; 21:15-17. Christ’s Law is Himself written by the Spirit in men’s hearts, 2 Cor 3:2-18. It is Christ in the Christians, Col 1:27, being formed in the Christians, Gal  4:19, and lived out in their daily lives under the Spirit’s direction. Unlike the O.T. Law which threatens and condemns, it moves us to helpful actions, empowered and enabled by the Spirit.


� In Stalin’s Russia the “The All-Russian Union of Evangelical Christians (= “Brethren Assemblies”) and Baptists” had won a measure of recognition from the Communist authorities. They allowed the heavily persecuted Pentecostal Christians to join in their fellowships on condition that their distinctive beliefs were not to be taught in them. In Assemblies I’ve been in, the fact that individual members believed in the baptism of the babies of believing parents, that there wouldn’t be a millennium. that the earth was flat, etc didn’t create problems as neither publicly nor privately did they teach those doctrines. 


� The church is a family we were born into when we received Christ, Jn 1:12-13; 3:2-16. It's easy to get on with people we seldom see. It's the people we're with all the time, our family, that are hard to get on with. If they don't love us enough to house-train us, and socialise us, we may never be any use to anyone, never be usable. Family love provides an atmosphere in which we can be kept growing straight. Family discipline insists we enjoy being the best we can be - or have no joy! Family loyalty requires us to make up quarrels quickly, keep the circle involved  as small as possible – not tell outsiders to get their support. 


� This statement involves an unusual tense which Marshall’s Interlinear and Young’s Literal translations give as “what you bind (loose) on earth shall be having been bound (loosed) in heaven”= Elders are responsible to make decisions which express the verdict that God has already given Not that a decision made on earth will determine God’s decision. Newberry confirms this. Later we see Peter, James, Paul etc acting authoritatively as Apostles, at the foundation stage. But the authority isn't granted to church officers, if any, but to the local Church as a whole - as a congregation of Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 23:8-12. The Disciplined brother is bound by any restraints the Church applies, and loosed when repentant. As we struggle to make and enforce right decisions, our Lord stands with us, and supports our decisions when they are made according to His will. As we obey the Lord as best we know, He will use what we do in fellowship with Him, to build His triumphant Church. The Lord's presence gives both a restraint on our natural attitudes, and a confidence in the importance of our decisions. See other promises about prayer in 7:7-11; 21:22; Lu 11:5-13; Jn 14:12-13; 15:7; Rom 8:26-27; Jas 1:5-8; 1 Jn 5:14-15, etc. 


� This concerns Civil Law action by Christian against Christian, not Christian against Pagan, but even in the latter case it should surely be a matter of last resort. Legal action is often based on greed or retaliation, both of which are forbidden to Christians, Mt 6:19-21; Rom 12:17-21; Col 3:5. Our actions and attitudes should show that people rather than property are our prime concern. 


� This doesn't contradict Christian kindness. It IS kindness to discourage them from behaviour which grieves the Lord and brings His Name into reproach. Paul's deep concern for the poor is seen in Rom 15:26-28; 2 Cor 8:1-15; 9:1-15; Gal 2:10. Not all Christians are good workers, but we're all commanded to do our work heartily as to the Lord, Col 3:23. Those who didn't work were a burden to the Christian Church, and a threat to the fellowship and mission of the church. They set a bad example, cause friction, damage the witness, and stunt themselves spiritually. If the church as a whole takes obedient action in love for the Lord, and the disturbers, it will grow in spiritual maturity and confidence in Him, and it will help to fulfil the prayer of 3:1. All problems tackled in Faith and Love become blessings. 


� God’s will expressed through Paul is sound, practical, commonsense, and it should not be delayed until quiet action becomes impossible.  In my experience as a school Principal I have seen well-meaning, gentle Christian teachers and parents being unreasonably patient too long and as a result finally exploded in violent action that made them liable to criminal charges. 


� The expression may be based on Job 2:4-10 when Job was handed over to Satan who was allowed to “destroy” Job's bodily comfort, so physical suffering may be involved. Cp 1 Cor 11:30. The guilty man has chosen to put the enjoyment of physical pleasure before obedience to God. It's right that he should suffer physically, and he may do so. Scripture teaches that God over-rules and uses Satan's actions for His own purposes of testing, and the ultimate blessing of man, Job 2:6; Lk 22:31; 2 Cor 12:7. Satan is associated with sickness, and death, Lk 13:16; 2 Cor 12:7; Heb 2:14.


� The devil's parody of holiness is for Christians to shut themselves off from the world, yet slander, be covetous, proud, etc. We're to discipline as a father does with a view to restoration, Heb 12:6. And do so cautiously as not knowing all, and being ourselves prone to sin. 


� As I realise this I am convicted and must confess and repent of my darkness. I have been enjoying this study - that's good - but conscious at times of pleasure in its going well, which is suspect, good only in the measure in which it acknowledges that God is worthy of our best and that God working in us takes us beyond our natural best. But the element of "I am doing rather well- I am being wiser and doing better than some others- This looks like being a creditable effort of Mine." That is "Darkness," that God can have no pleasure in or fellowship with, and make no use of. It is taking credit for that which should move us only to worship and adore. He is the Lord, and none of His Glory can be shared with the darkness of pride, Isa 48:11. "O Lord have mercy on me the sinner, for my heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately, foolishly, heartlessly wicked," Jer 17:9.


� Note In all their afflictions he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence carried them all day long, Isa 63:9. Inasmuch as you have done it unto the least of these you have done it unto me, Mt 25:40, Saul, why are you persecuting me, Acts 9:4. Cp 1 Jn 4:7-8; 2 Cor 5:10. Christ in the weakest and worst of His children is insulted, hurt, despised, by what is said and done to them by Saint or Sinner alike. David rightly confessed that in sinning against Bathsheba and Uriah he had sinned against God, Ps 51:4. How could a God of Love be indifferent to the miseries inflicted on the weak, the poor, the young and helpless, especially when the offender does it for pleasure. The bully, the exploiter of the poor, the seduce, the child molester etc damn themselves to Hell by loving the evil, and refusing to let the Saviour remove the cancer of it, Jn 3:19. In Hell the lust for evil will burn unsatisfied I believe, forever – their worm - the maggot of desire for evil that they chose to harbour does not die, Mk 9:46, and cannot be satisfied for no-one will be at their mercy. The urge to mar the good and the beautiful is part of the fallen nature we all inherit from Adam. One day I watched from my window two well dressed delightful looking small children trotting along past our frontage. The three year old girl paused, stooped to some lovely crocuses in bloom, straightened and trotted on laughing gleefully. I was charmed until on reaching my mailbox, I saw the reason for her delight was that she had shredded the blooms to pieces. Even what some people call “innocent” children can take pleasure in destroying God’s handiwork,
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