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As I’ve been able to print brief extracts only you will need to work from your own Bible – but after all that lends itself most easily to listening to the Lord. Also, as usual, BRETHREN/brothers, etc is KJV/Niv.  /// marks passages that were judged insufficiently relevant to be included in an Analysis.
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The Essential Nature of Sickness, Health & Healing

In the world of professing Christendom we face conflicting attitudes on this. They range from the sceptical rationalism of Liberals who sneer at the miraculous, the spiritual, and perhaps even the moral, to the optimistic proclamation by popular “Faith Healers” that because God loves His children, and is all powerful, He will provide them with health, wealth and happiness on demand.

When we set out to speak of God and His will on ANY subject we should do Him the courtesy of FIRST listening to all that HE has to say on the subject before we form or express our opinions on it. I’ve explored God’s Word and set out all the references I could find so that you can explore them with me to hear what God says to you in them. I’m sure that you will be blessed in doing that, as I have been, though I’m also sure you won’t hear Him say exactly the same things that I have heard. After all in the Lord’s will He has given us different natures and experiences, and done so for His own purposes and ultimate glory.

If I started this study with the intention of turning to the Bible to find answers to the questions that arise about this subject – as in a sense I did – I have in grace been rewarded with something better. God’s Word has something of Himself in it, and as we endeavour to study it honestly it opens to our view something of His Glory and the Loving Wisdom of His purposes. I trust that all who make use of these studies will also realise that His purposes are great, good, and glorious beyond any human understanding. And that our questions will seem rather trivial and presumptuous.

INTRODUCTION to the Old Testament

(Understanding the OT  Revelation)

We Western people are by nature and culture, SELF-CENTRED people. It’s instinctive for us to think in terms of PERSONAL sickness and discomfort. And personal restoration to health and bodily comfort when we read such statements as I am the Lord who heals you. Careful study of the OT usage soon makes it clear that in it the Lord is recorded as intervening more often on behalf of the NATION OF ISRAEL than the individual. (45 incidents are recorded as dealing with National Israel or other nations, as against 38 incidents dealing with individuals. See Appendix I.)

And often the Lord’s intervention in healing followed His direct intervention in righteous Judgment designed to discipline them and bring them to national or individual repentance. Their present  comfort and enjoyment of life was not viewed as important. God’s central concern was the long term one – restoration to fellowship with Himself, and their eternal good that would be the outcome of His eternal purpose. This general purpose is stated clearly in Job 5:17-18. It’s seen in His dealing with Miriam, Num 12, and constantly displayed in His disciplinary–healing actions in dealing with Israel in the wilderness, and in the land.

In other cases, while the people may never have been in fellowship with God, His action displays His person and power, while drawing or driving them into fellowship with His purposes – as with the plagues on Egypt in Ex 7-10. This subject may be surveyed in Scriptures such as Gen 12:17; 20:1-18; Ex 4:6. 

There is often no clear distinction between spiritual, physical, social, and economic sickness and healing – God’s judgment stroke on Jehoram in 2 Chr 21:14 included battle defeat, looting of goods, and personal sickness. The Scriptures are reporting on the state of the WHOLE person – in modern terms they had a “holistic approach to health and medicine.” This is expressed in the important word Shalom – which Jews to this day use as both greeting and farewell.

Shalom- Peace, wholeness, welfare, health as in Gen 43:28; 22 Sam 20:9, etc. When a man’s spirit, soul, heart, mind and body are in fellowship with God, and God’s will and purposes, he experiences Shalom. He feels comfortable - at home - with God, and with himself, and rightly so. In the OT the basis of this blessedness is symbolised in the Shelem- Peace Offering, the Sin Offering and Burnt Offering that met the need to have a clear conscience before God. **1

A KEY OT word for Healing  &  its various Meanings

(As an introductory example of the flexibility of the Hebrew language.)

Rapha– To mend by stitching, to cure, heal, physician, make whole. Rapha occurs 68 times in the OT. It’s used for:

PHYSICAL Sickness & Health – National or Large Groups

National Israel being restored to Health by God reversing His previous Judgment action when the nation repents, Deu 32:39; 1 Sam 6:3; Isa 19:22; 30:26; 57:18,19 (note 14-17) ; Jer 3:22; 30:13, 17; 33:6; Hos 14:4.

The Lord striking a nation in Judgment for which there is no healing, (apart from sovereign mercy if God so chooses) Deu 28:27, 35; Jer 19:11; 51:8, 9; Lam 2:13; Hos 5:12-13. 6:1; 7:1.

PHYSICAL Sickness & Health - Individuals or Small Groups

Restoration to Health by God’s action reversing His previous act of Judgment, Gen 20:17; Num 12:13; Job 5:18; Ps 107:17-20.

Restoration to health by Divine intervention after normal sickness etc, 2 Ki 20:5, 8; 

Normal Restoration to health after normal sickness etc – no mention of intervention by God, Lev 13:18, 37; 14:3, 38.

Normal restoration to health after injury or battle wounds. Ex 21:19; 2 Ki 8:29; 9:15/2 Chr 22:6.

Material THINGS Restored to Function

Restored by God after He had destroyed them in Judgment, 2 Ki 2:21, 22; 2 Ki 20:5, 8; 2 Chr 7:13-14; Ps 60:1-4.

Restored by human intervention, Lev 14:48; 1 Ki 18:30.

Restoration to RELIGI0US - SPIRITUAL Health

God “Healed” people whose hearts were right, in the sense of making them ritually “clean,” 2 Chr 30:18-20. 

Repentance would enable God to restore national Israel to spiritual health - material prosperity, peace of mind, etc Isa 6:10

EMOTIONAL Health & PEACE of Mind

God heals mental/ emotional/ spiritual distress of soul, Ps 6:1-2; 30:2; 41:4, (sickness and spiteful criticism is also in the background); Ps 103:3 (Physical blessings are included in the background); Ps 147:3 (As part of national restoration.); Jer 15:18; Jer 17:14.

Rapha is used of Doctors, healers, Gen 50:2; 2 Chr 16:12; Job 13:4; Jer 8:22. 

Finally, before I ask you to join in the exploration of what the Bible says about healing etc we need to clear our minds by facing this question:

Footnote **1 In the NT God’s people have Peace through the blood of Christ’s Cross, Col 1:20; Jn 20:19-21; Eph 2:13-15. The nature of this Peace is set out in Jn 14:27; 16:37; Rom 8:14-18; Jude 24, etc.

Which is more important  -   FORGIVENESS of SINS?     or HEALING of BODIES?

If you stopped people in the street and asked them that question I believe most people would say HEALING. It's healing meetings that draw crowds, even if no-one is healed - not Gospel Meetings. But that's not how God sees it. In God's Word He mentions sickness, disease etc about 80 times, and sin, wickedness, evil etc about 1800 times. From that it seems that sin is at least 20 times more important than sickness.

Healing is mentioned in the Bible about 100 times, and forgiveness of sin about 300 times. That would make it seem only about 3 times as important, but in the OT healing is used for any bad situation being made better. So often it was the SINFULNESS of people that is said to have been healed. If you want to explore this, read Isa 6:10; 53:5; Jer 8:1-22; 14:1-22; 30:1-24; 33:1-26; Hos 5:1-15, etc. What David means by healing can be explored in Ps 6:1-10; 30:1-12; Ps 41:4; Ps 107:17-20. 

If you add the figures for Sin etc and forgiveness-cleansing together they are found to occur at least 10 times as often as the figures for sickness and healing – 2137x as against 199x by my rough count. 

Miraculous Healing – Notable OT Cases

(How many INDIVIDUALS did God heal miraculously in the OT? In addition to these 5 are minor events such as 1 Ki 13:4-6.)

1. Gen 20:17-18- God healed Abimelech, wife and slave girls so they could have children again after the Lord had shut their wombs. As often, the FIRST time a subject is mentioned in the Bible God makes an aspect of truth clear.

The 1st LESSON. From the BIBLE point of view HEALING = Restoration of function. It's not a matter of whether people feel miserable or not. **2 In the Bible headaches,  (except for the one that preceded a boy’s death, 2 Ki 4:19) toothache, backache, etc don't seem to be even mentioned! When the discomfort of pregnancy morning sickness started for one of these women, she could say "Good, this means I'm healed!" 

I found the idea that healing is restoration of function a great help when I was sick for a time with mental depression. It taught me that if I felt rotten when I woke up in the morning that wasn't too important - I asked God's help. God healed me as I got up, went to school, and functioned as a school Principal. and in fact I FELT BETTER AS I WORKED!

2. Num 12:1-15 Miriam criticised her brother Moses for marrying an African woman. God punished her by giving her Leprosy. Moses prayed for her and God healed her a week later. 

2nd LESSON. It isn't healthy to criticise the private lives of God's servants? and Don't criticise your in-laws! Or, Don't find fault with your brother's wife?

3. 2 Ki 5:9-11 Naaman was cured of Leprosy and Gehazi bought the leprosy.

3rd LESSON. From Naaman - don't expect God's servant to wave his hand and say "Be healed." Healing may involve our learning to do what God tells us to do. 

From Gehazi - don't try to get anything for yourself out of someone being healed. - Money, Praise, Popularity, etc.

Footnote **2 Archaeological examination of skeletal remains, latrine remains etc shows that arthritis, dental decay, disease bacteria, intestinal worms etc were common. But Scripture doesn’t bother to record them, or back ache, toothache, dysentery malaria, measles, etc. This suggests that our modern pre-occupation with pain and pain-relief – our tendency to demand that God, if He loves us, will remove our pains, and prolong our lives - is unspiritual, neurotic, and in fact may be counter-productive.

4. 2 Ki 20:1-7  Hezekiah was ill, and was told he was dying. He prayed and God gave him 15 more years to live. God was his doctor, and He prescribed a fig poultice for his boil and it cured him.

4th LESSON When we're sick we should always turn to God and ask Him to heal us. Usually He will heal us through our going to a Doctor, and our doing what the Doctor says.

5. Job 2:1-10 God allowed Satan to rob Job of his family, wealth and health, to prove that God's people aren't His for what they can get out of it. Job accepted that God had the right to give him good things, and take them away again. The right to let good things happen to him - or bad things. 

We have to trust God that what He allows will end up for the best, Job sums this up in Job 19:25-27 I know my Redeemer lives... I will see Him one day… Job 23:10 God knows all about me - when the test is over I'll be gold- all the dross burned away by suffering.

5th LESSON God may allow His children to suffer terribly, and for a long time - perhaps all their life. But if they trust and obey Him, it will all work out for God's glory, & their eternal joy. (If people blame US for our sufferings, pray for them - God gave Job twice as much in this life as Satan had taken from him - but only after he had prayed for his criticising friends! Job 42:10. God's answer to our prayers for healing may be NO. as it was for David, 2 Sam 12:15-16. Abijah's son was taken in mercy, 1 Ki 14:1-13.) 

It’s neither God-honouring, nor reasonable for Bible students to accept as facts statements made by any man. Hopefully you will want to test everything I’ve written as the Jews of Berea did, Acts 17:10-12. What follows is set out to help you do this.

Health, Sickness & Healing in the OT

(Grouped around key passages & setting out Hebrew words)
Method used for the Study

All the words which in KJV referred to sickness, health etc have been checked back to the Hebrew originals in Strong’s and Young’s concordances. The Hebrew words are given in the simpler form used by Young, with which I’m more familiar – eg Choli, Kaab and Shalom, not as in Strong, Choliy, Ka’ab, Shalowm. But Strong’s reference numbers are given for those who use his concordance.

Checking every use of those words enabled other Hebrew words and incidents to be hunted down. After many hours of work I think all relevant ones have been found and included. While it’s natural for me at my age to work from KJV I realise it needs to be checked – eg there’s no Hebrew word to justify the use of the word Disease in Job 30:18. So, I have checked all items with American Jewish Version 1916, NIV, NKJV, TEV/GN and RSV in order to confirm the probable meaning. (I found little variation of content or interpretation.) 

I’ve tried to be honest in my analysis, and to use the facts I’ve found to determine my understanding of what Scripture tells us of God’s attitude and purposes. But we have to contend with our own fallen natures, inherited temperament and experience of life. Each person starts looking for facts with an inclination to find that what he naturally feels is true, is God’s truth. Constantly praying such prayers as Ps 19:12-14, is a safeguard against personal bias. 

But for any reader to have confidence in the findings I have set out, he must look to the Lord, look to His Word, and depend on the Spirit of God FOR HIMSELF. With this in mind I have set out ALL the relevant Scriptures to make such a search possible, and rewarding. If you do this, whether you come to the same convictions as I have matters little. If this material helps you to build up convictions based on God’s Word, the many hours I’ve spent in researching and setting it out will not have been wasted.

It is reasonable to assume that the frequency with which the various types of suffering and healing/restoration are recorded in the Scriptures **3 gives an indication of their relative importance in the sight of God, and in His purposes for mankind. In order to get the over-all picture we have to make the attempt to classify ALL the items/events, under a few general headings. The headings I have used are given below. **4

Classification & Coding based on answering two questions:-

1. Is the event part of NORMAL Life, or is it a DIRECT INTERVENTION by the Lord?

2. Is the event Positive or Negative. **5

~Norm- (Normal life, negative) This is used to indicate negative events, sickness, grief, etc which appear to be part of normal life as nothing is said about the Lord specifically causing them.

~Norm+ (Normal life, positive) indicates positive events, the healing of sickness, removal of grief, etc. The normal use of any word determines the meaning of that word. Therefore I have set first the examples of the word being used in normal situations.
#LAN- (The Lord’s Action National, negative) is followed by a list of events which are part of God’s Judgment or disciplinary dealing with the Nation of Israel, or other Nations, or with large groups of people.

#LAN+ (The Lord’s Action National, positive) Indicates positive intervention by the Lord to heal or restore National Israel, or to prevent harm coming to them. In the OT the relationship between national Israel and God is treated as being most important. So examples of such interventions are set out before the examples of God dealing with individual Israelites. **6

#LAI- (Lord’s Action Individual, negative) introduces a list of God’s negative dealings with individuals or small groups, in Judgment or discipline.

#LAI+ (Lord’s Action Individual, positive) is used for the Lord’s intervention to reverse Judgment, restore health, etc.

#LAN-+ * #LAI-+ indicate negative intervention by the Lord, followed by positive intervention restoring the situation. These are counted as both positive and negative. 

The details of this analysis of INCIDENTS and the analysis of HEBREW WORDS used, are given in Appendix I. The general findings have already been indicated, but it seemed to me worthwhile to restate them in a brief summary, along with the figures from which they are derived. The % figures for the incidents are stated first, followed by the figures for the number of times Hebrew Words were used, - they’re given in Italics.

Footnote **3 In using this material for the Analysis if the same incident is referred to in two or more places - Eg Kings & Chronicles it has been counted as 2.

Footnote **4 I’ve tried to code each usage under the most important aspect of the evil or suffering but often a number of other aspects are involved. Accuracy in classification of every item is impossible, but I believe that a general impression can be gained.

Footnote **5 A statement that God would “smite” Israel is counted as negative and marked with a minus sign Although it’s positive in relation to Israel (for Israel’s benefit) God striking an enemy is also marked as a negative action. But when it promises that God will NOT do a negative action, that is counted as a positive.

Footnote **6 In the NT God’s dealings with INDIVIDUALS is the key to everything – Whoever believes.. If any man.. etc But in the OT God’s dealings with the nation is central, so these are listed last.

SUMMARY of Findings

1. Negative references – sickness, disability, etc, are more frequent than positive ones – healing etc. ~Norm- 8% // 39%  #LAN-  27% // 34%  #LAI- 17% // 11.5%  as against  ~Norm+ 7% // 1.5%  #LAN+ 22% // 8%  LAI+ 19% // 6%. This is natural as we tend to ignore good health, and notice sickness. And sickness etc may end in death so sickness happens more often than healing does. (This sets out the %age of total incidents // %age of total number of times the Hebrew words involved are used.)

2. The Lord’s interventions in the matter of sickness and healing etc are reported more often (85% // 59% ) than those that don’t mention the Lord, (15% // 41% ).

3. The Lord is recorded as intervening in the life of the nation of Israel more often (49% // 42% of incidents) than in the life of individuals (36% // 17%).

Classification & Coding that is used to show the FORM  of the evil suffered or removed/healed.

*Bat= Defeat in battle.                                         *Cor= Correction & Discipline.

*De = Death.                                                        *Disab= Disability.

*Gr= Grief, emotional distress.                            *Inj= Bodily injury, wound.

*M= Material/property destruction.                       *Lep= Leprosy.

*Op= Oppression, enslavement.                          *Pl= Plague.

*Rep= Repentance, humbling                              *Sic= Sickness, physical.

*Sp= Spiritual sickness.                                        *We= Weakness, faintness.

SUMMARY of Findings

Plague, sickness, disability and weakness amounted to 31% // 29%. Grief 18% // 23%. Material loss and oppression 20% // 13%. Battle defeat, injury and death 12% // 18%. Correction, repentance and spiritual loss and gain 16% // 14%.
SPECIFIC  INCIDENTS

Abraham’s  Pharaoh  &  Isaac’s  Abimelech

#LAI-+ *Pl Gen 12:17 God plagued- Naga Pharaoh and his house with great plagues– Nega. We’re not told what the plagues were.

#LAI-+ *Disab Gen 20:3, 6, 17-18 You are as good as dead… therefore I suffered thee not to touch- Naga her... God healed- Rapha Abimelech, his wife and slave girls so they could have children again, for the Lord had shut up their wombs... The healing is restoration to normal physical functioning – being able to have children.

Moses’  Pharaoh

#LAN-+ *M Ex 8:2 I will strike- Nagaph All your country with frogs. I would judge that the spoiling of food, and the extra work made for servants would have been more important than the emotional distress caused. 

#LAN-+ *Sic Ex 9:8-10 ..ashes.. Moses SPRINKLED/tossed it into the air.. be a festering boil- Shechin  Ababuhoth – the only time this word is used.

#LAN- *Pl *M Ex 9:14 I will send  all my plagues- Maggephah upon your heart- Leb = you personally your servants and people.

#LAN- *De Ex 11:1. I will bring one plague- Nega more upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt.. he will let you go. This “Plague” was the death of the firstborn. 

#LAN- *De Ex 12:12 13 I will.. strike- Nakah all the firstborn. When I see the blood.. the plague- Negeph-.An infliction (Other Direct interventions by the Lord in Judgment, Ex 30:12; Num 8:19; 16:46,47; Josh 22:17; Ps 89:23.)

Miriam

#LAI-+ *Lep Num 12:1-10 Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman he had married.. The anger of the Lord was kindled against them.. Miriam became leprous- Tsara. 12:13-15 Moses cried unto the Lord… heal- Rapha’ her now, O God I beseech Thee. Her leprosy and exclusion from the camp lasted 1 week.

David  &  Bathsheba’s  First  Son

#LAI- *De 2 Sam 12:15, 16, 18 The Lord struck- Nagaph, the child that Uriah’s wife had born to David, and it was very SICK- Anash- Weak. David pleaded with God for the child and fasted..  A week later the child died.

Jeroboam  of  Israel

#LAI-+ *Disab 1 Ki 13:4, 6 the hand which he stretched out towards the man shrivelled up…the king said to the man of God.. pray for me.. and the King’s hand was restored- Shub- To turn back, return to starting point, recover. 

#LAI- *De 1 Ki 14:1, 2-13. Abijah son of Jeroboam became ill- Chalah .. the child will die.. His death was an act of mercy saving him from the judgment that would fall on Jeroboam’s descendants.

Asa  of  Judah

~Norm- *Disab *Sic 1 Ki 15:23 Asa.. in his old age was diseased- Chalah in his feet. 2 Chr 16:12 repeats this and adds in his disease- Choli he failed to seek the Lord and relied on physicians- Rapha’- His feet may have been painful, but I have judged that his inability to walk freely would have been more important to him. Asa had pleased the Lord in the early days of his reign, but turned from the Lord later. As an old man his problem may have been normal, and it doesn’t say the Lord would have healed him, but failure to seek the Lord’s help is always sinful unbelief in either the Lord’s loving care, or His power.

Lads  Raised  by  Elijah  &  Elisha

#LAI+ *De 1 Ki 17:17, 22 the son.. fell sick- Chalah and his sickness- Choli was sore- Chazaq- strong, sore, violent. (Elijah) cried unto the Lord… the soul- Nephesh- soul, breath, of the child came into him again and he REVIVED/lived- Chayah.

#LAI+ *De 2 Ki 8:5 (Elisha) restored a dead body to life- Chayah. As described in 2 Ki 4:32-36. God had granted this child as a miracle, and now restored him to life. Contact with the bones of Elisha restored a man to life in 2 Ki 13:21.

Naaman

#LAI+ *Lep 2 Ki 5:6, 14 I have sent Naaman my servant to you so that you may RECOVER/cure- Asaph him of his leprosy- Tsaraath ... Go wash.. So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times… his flesh CAME AGAIN/was restored- Shub and became clean- Taher like that of a LITTLE CHILD/young boy.

#LAI-  *Lep 2 Ki 5:26-27 Elisha said.. Naaman’s leprosy- Tsaraath will CLEAVE/cling to you and to your SEED/descendants forever.. Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and he was A LEPER/leprous- Tsara as white as snow.

Jehoram  of  Judah

#LAN- #LAI- *Bat *M *Sic *De 2 Chr 21:14-15 (God acted in Judgment on Jehoram for his apostasy and murder of his relatives.) Behold with a GREAT PLAGUE/heavy blow- Maggephah will the Lord SMITE/strike- Nagaph your people .. children, wives, and goods. And you yourself will have GREAT SICKNESS/be very ill- Choli BY/with a lingering disease- Machaleh until your bowels fall out by reason of the SICKNESS/disease- Choli. (2 Chr 21:16-17 Jerusalem was looted) 21:18-19 the Lord smote- Nagaph him in his bowels with an incurable- En Marpe disease- Choli.. at the end of 2 years his bowels fell out by reason of his SICKNESS/disease- Choli so he died OF SORE/in great- Ra- Evil, bad, DISEASES/pain Tachalu. 

Jehoram/Joram  of  Israel

~Norm- *Inj 2 Ki 8:29; 9:15; 2 Chr 22:6 King Joram went back TO BE HEALED/recover- Rapha from his wounds- Nakkah in Jezreel..  Ahaziah.. of Judah went to see Joram because he WAS SICK/had been wounded- Chalah.

Joash 

#LAN- #LAI- *Bat *De 2 Chr 24:25 (24:24 Because of his apostasy, and his murder of Jehoiada’s sons, the Lord over-ruled so that a small army of the Syrians defeated Joash.) they left him IN GREAT DISEASES/severely wounded- Rab Machlu. This is the only time Machlu is used, but it is from Chalah, to be sick, wounded, sorry, etc. A defeated and severely injured king was a handicap. His servants killed him. 

Uzziah 

#LAI- *Lep 2 Chr 26:19-21  (26:16-18 In proud defiance of God’s Law King Uzziah went into the Temple and offered incense as if he was a priest) While he was WROTH WITH/raging at the priests.. before the incense altar in the Lord’s temple leprosy- Tsaareth ROSE UP/broke out in his forehead…because the Lord had afflicted him- Naga King Uzziah WAS A LEPER/had leprosy- Tsara until he died. He lived... A LEPER/leprous- Tsara and CUT OFF/excluded from the temple of the Lord.

Hezekiah 

~Norm- #LAI+ *Sic 2 Ki 20:1-7, 12; Isa 38:1-6, 9, 21; 39:1 Hezekiah was SICK/ill- Chalah UNTO/to the point death… Isaiah said “This is what the Lord says, set your house in order, because you will die.” Hezekiah prayed... the word of the Lord came “Go back and tell Hezekiah I have heard your prayer and seen your tears, behold I will heal- Rapha you.. on the third day you will go up to the Lord’s house.. I will add 15 years to your life and deliver this city... from the King of Assyria. And Isaiah said “TAKE A LUMP/Prepare a poultice of figs...” laid it on the boil- Shechin and he recovered- Chayah- Had life, lived. king of Babylon sent.. a letter and a present.. heard Hezekiah had been sick- Chalah. (?LAI- Isa 38:9-20 records Hezekiah’s thoughts and prayers which show that he believed that both the sickness and the healing were God’s actions, and increased his appreciation of fellowship with God.)

God our Healer – The Promise to Moses

The Lord promised to heal His people - I am the Lord who heals you. That's plain, but what does it mean? We must always read the WHOLE paragraph. As you do so you will find that the Promise to Israel is that they will be spared Judgment Plagues and Diseases IF they’re Obedient. **7 Exodus is about the Lord taking Israel as His people and redeeming them from Egypt. They have just been taken safely through the Red Sea that drowned the Egyptian army. And when they had  found only bitter water to drink God showed them a TREE/piece of wood to throw in to make it drinkable.

Ex 15:25 There the Lord made a STATUTE/decree- Choq AN ORDINANCE/law- Mishpat for them… PROVED/tested- Nasa them- They had passed the test by obeying Him, and it was a demonstration lesson of the blessings flowing from obedience. God would now teach them what they needed to know so that they could pass the tests of life. What they needed to do so that He would be able to answer their prayers. His teaching-promise  starts with an IF. 

#LAN+ *Pl *Sic *M Ex 15:26 IF you DILIGENTLY HEARKEN/listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God- How can we do that today? Read your Bible carefully, asking God to help you understand what He's saying. Go to Bible Studies and preaching, and check what you hear against the Bible. do what is right in His eyes- As you learn from God's word the Bible, DO what you learn! Those who build on the rock by doing what the Lord Jesus taught are safe when the storm comes, Mt 7:24-27. If you don't DO what you learn  your house will crash. 

GIVE EAR TO/if you pay attention to his commands- Mitsveh, and keep all his STATUTES/decrees- Choq I will PUT NONE/not bring on you any of these diseases- Machaleh I brought on the Egyptians, What diseases did God bring on the Egyptians? We read about frogs, flies, lice, boils, hailstorms, locust plagues, darkness, and death - but we can extend it to what we think of as diseases. If Israel would listen to God, and do what pleases Him by obeying His commandments He will never need to bring on them punishment Judgments like the 10 plagues he had brought on the defiant Egyptians to make them obey His command.

for I am the Lord who heals- Rapha you. The Lord says Hewill do this IF you do what He says in His Word. The Lord had no desire to punish anyone, but wished to bless Israel by intervening to change their circumstances for good - as he had just done by “healing” the bitter water/restoring it to its correct function. The promise is in the singular – I take it that it applies to Israel as a unit as Egypt had been dealt with as a unit, and Israel as a unit was affected by the bitter water being made sweet. But it is individuals who obey to make up national obedience, and individuals who are spared judgment blows, and receive healing, as part of the national punishment or blessing.

#LAN+ *Sic *Disab Ex 23:25-26 SERVE/Worship- Abad the Lord your God, and HE WILL BLESS/his blessing will be on your BREAD/food and water. I will take away sickness- Machaleh from THE MIDST/among you. None will CAST THEIR YOUNG/ miscarry or be barren in your land. THE NUMBER OF YOUR DAYS I will FULFIL/give you a full life span. Their enjoyment of these blessings would grow out of their fellowship with the Lord. Failure to Love God, and to love one’s neighbour, robs God of the pleasure of blessing His people. 

#LAN- *Sic *Pl Lev 26:13-16, 21, 25 I HAVE BROKEN/broke- Shabar the BANDS/bars of your yoke… but if you will not HEARKEN/listen to me... BREAK/violate my covenant, I will APPOINT OVER/bring upon you sudden terror, CONSUMPTION/ wasting diseases- Shackepheth and BURNING AGUE/fever- Quaddachath ... and if you WALK CONTRARY/remain hostile toward me... I will BRING SEVEN TIMES MORE/multiply your PLAGUES/afflictions- Makkah upon you ACCORDING TO/as your sins deserve… I will send THE PESTILENCE/a plague- Deber among you.

#LAN+ *Pl *M *Sic Deu 7:11, 15. They must keep the Lord’s COMMANDMENTS/ commands- Mitsvah, STATUTES/ decrees- Choq JUDGMENTS/laws- Mishpat. 7:12 If they do the Lord will keep His side of the covenant and the mercy which He swore unto their fathers. 7:13-14 As a result the Lord would bless them in the promised land with fertility, personal and farming, more than any other nation.) The Lord will TAKE AWAY/keep you free- Sur- To take away, as with the Ark’s covering, Gen 8:13, and the frogs, Ex 8:8. OR to turn aside as Moses did in Ex 3:3. from ALL SICKNESS/every disease- Choli. Obedience to God’s Laws would enable Him to keep sickness from them. 

Footnote **7 In a sense their healing will be the natural result of obedience. The Lord made His decrees in righteous love, with a view to preserving them in spiritual, moral, emotional, social and economic health.

   PUT NONE/He will not inflict on you the EVIL/horrible diseases- Ra Madveh you knew- Yada LXX has Ginosko- known by experience – they had personally seen the  Plagues God laid on Egypt, Deu 29:2, etc. in Egypt. This is unlikely to refer to the ordinary sickness of life. (The only other use of Madveh is in Deu 28:60.) 

#LAN- *Pl Deu 7:15. He will LAY THEM UPON/inflict them on all who hate you. (7:16 but they must destroy those people and not share worship or life with them. This would guard against spiritual infection, and physical infection from the sexually promiscuous Baal worshippers.)

#LAN- *M *Pl *Sic Deu 28:21-22 (28:1-15. Obedience would bring blessings, disobedience bring curses and destruction on them) The Lord will MAKE CLEAVE UNTO YOU/plague you with PESTILENCE/diseases- Deber ... The Lord will SMITE/strike- Nakah you with CONSUMPTION/wasting disease- Shachepheth the fever- Qaddachath, inflammation- Dalleqeth, and with AN EXTREME BURNING/scorching heat- Charchur and with the sword- Chereb / drought- Choreb (alternative readings) and with BLASTING/blight- Shedephah and mildew- Yeraqon- Paleness. (Deu 28:23-26 The Lord would send drought and defeat.) 

#LAN- *Sic  Deu 28:27 The Lord will SMITE/strike- Nakah you with the BOTCH/boils- Shechin of Egypt  and with EMERODS/tumours- Ophel and with the SCAB/festering sores- Garab. (Used only here and in Lev 21:20; 22:22.) and with the itch- Cheres- Sun-caused itch? (translated SUN Judg 8:13;14:18; Job 9:7, only other times used.) from which you cannot be HEALED/cured- Rapha. 

#LAN- *Gr *Sic Deu 28:35 (28:28-34 (Disasters will destroy the minds of the survivors.)The Lord shall SMITE/afflict- Nakah your knees and legs with A SORE BOTCH/painful boils- Shechin that cannot be healed- Rapha. From the SOLES/sole of your foot to the top of your head. Cp Isa 1:6. (28:36-57 Failure to honour the Lord by obeying His Law would lead to exile from the land or terrible oppression within it.)

#LAN- *Sic *Pl *M Deu 28:59-61 (28:58 If they would not obey God’s law.) The Lord will MAKE WONDERFUL/send fearful plagues- Makkah on you and your SEED/descendants, GREAT/harsh and LONG CONTINUANCE/prolonged disasters- Makkah and SORE/severe and lingering SICKNESSES/illness- Ra Choli. He will bring upon you all the diseases- Madveh of Egypt that you AFRAID OF/dreaded.. Also every sickness- Choli  and every plague- Makkah  a blow, wound. Not WRITTEN/recorded in this book of the law- That is sicknesses, plagues etc not listed in the recorded plagues on Egypt. The emphasis is on the recorded plagues, plus other diseases and disasters.

#LAN- *M *Sic Deu 29:22-26 STRANGER/foreigners.. when they see the PLAGUES/calamities- Makkah of the land and the SICKNESSES/diseases- Tachalu’ which the Lord hath LAID UPON/afflicted it- Chalah. Cp Deu 32:1-43, etc. 

Solomon’s Prayer- God’s Response

#LAN-+ (#LAI-+) *M *Pl *Sic 1 Ki 8:37/2 Chr 6:28-29  If there be in the land famine.. PESTILENCE/plague- Deber BLASTING/blight- Shedephah mildew- Yeraqon locust, CATERPILLAR/grasshopper, if the enemy besiege cities, whatsoever PLAGUE/disaster- Nega  SICKNESS/disease- Machaleh… the PLAGUE/afflictions- Nega of his own heart..

#LAN+ (LAI+) *M *Pl *Sic 2 Chr 7:12-14 The Lord appeared unto Solomon and said I have heard your prayer… If no rain.. locusts.. I send PESTILENCE/plague- Deber among my people. If my people.. humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways then I will… forgive their sin and will heal- Rapha their land. God would restore the nation and land of His people Israel to spiritual, moral, social and economic blessedness. Individual Israelites would benefit from this, but it isn’t a promise that He would cure someone’s arthritis or cancer, etc.

#LAN+ *M *Bat Jehoshaphat claims this triumphantly in 2 Chr 20:9 (1-30). Jeremiah warns that merely going through the external form of repentance etc was useless, Jer 14:10-12. 

Relevance to Us Today

In the above verses, and also in Deu 32:1-43 etc God again and again made it clear to His people Israel that He would bless their obedient fellowship with Himself. And equally clear that He must make them suffer when they turn from Him to idols – when they sin by allowing other things to come first in their lives. The OT is specifically directed at Israel, as God’s earthly people - and blessings or curses experienced in this present life. But the principles revealed in God’s dealings with Israel have lessons for us today, 1 Cor 10:6, 11. God deals with everyone consistently and fairly in accordance with His own character. He is a Just God, and a Saviour, Isa 45:21, who gives everyone what they deserve. Ex 34:6; Deu 4:40; 6:1-19; 30:20; Ps 37:3-6; Prov 24:12; Mt 16:27; Acts 10:34; Gal 6:4-10; 1 Pet 1:17-25; 3:10-12, etc.

Gal 6:7 Don't be deceived. God can't be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. I knew a young man who celebrated Christmas by going to a party and getting drunk. He crashed the car on the way home. His sister was killed, his own body permanently damaged and his peace of mind destroyed. He sowed to the flesh and reaped destruction!

Being healthy is largely a matter of them/us living the way God as Creator intended them/us  to live. There are obvious benefits from the health laws of Leviticus. If everyone obeyed God's Laws about keeping themselves and their food clean they wouldn't get typhoid, or food poisoning, etc. The Diet Laws seem to have been given largely to teach them to think about separation from defilement of any kind, but pig meat does require more care in handling than mutton or beef, and  the ban on eating animal fat, Lev 7:25, still makes sense. 

Health benefits in obeying the 10 Commandments, Ex 20:1-17:

No 10 Don't covet. Obey that command and the Lord will HEAL you of all nasty feelings of envy, jealousy and greed - wanting things other people have. Advertisers  say "Covet this..." If you listen to them you'll always be miserable because no-one could ever have all those things.

No 9 Don't give false witness- It isn't healthy to tell lies about people - they may bash you up, they won't be your friends, and if you tell lies you never know when you will be caught. "A liar needs an awfully good memory" my father used to say. Lies seem a way out of trouble, but they get you into a pretty sick state.

No 8 Don't steal- Not stealing will keep you from having to worry when you see a policeman. And those who mix with thieves get into all sorts of trouble.

No 7 Don't commit adultery In fact the Bible says, sexual union is something so special, that it's for husbands and wives only. ONE man and ONE woman are to give themselves to each other and to no-one else, and so become more and more special to each other as long as they live. If everybody obeyed God in that the problem of HIV-AIDS, and  other sexually transmitted diseases would cease to be a plague. 

No 6 Don't murder. If you kill people, their friends may kill you. And anyway the worry makes people sick in their mind.

No 5 Honour Parents. They tell us to keep out of bad company, not take drugs, etc. Obeying parents will keep us from becoming drug addicts - they're very sick people, and they often die young or get killed in fights over drugs.

No 4 Remember Sabbath. Rest one day in seven. Only a few people work themselves to death, but a lot of people work themselves sick, and wreck their lives. 

No 1, 2, 3 are the most important commands. Honour God.  When God comes first in our lives, and we live in fellowship with Him the joy of the Lord is our strength, Neh 8:10. We treat our bodies with due respect which is good for our physical health. We live in the Lord’s peace, Jn 14:27, and that leads to a mental, emotional and spiritual life that is wholesome and healthy, Phil 4:4-9. We can live lives that are good and happy, maybe for 80 years here on earth, and then forever in heaven, Jude 24..

If everyone in our country lived like that our prisons would be empty, and our hospitals not half full! 

Israel’s Desperate Spiritual Need & Messiah’s Provision

#LAN+ *Sp *Gr *M Hos 11:3. I taught Ephraim to GO/walk, taking them by the arms, but they KNEW NOT/did not realise it was I who healed- Rapha them. Ephraim/Israel was ignoring the fact that they owed all their blessings to the Lord’s loving care. 

#LAN- *Sp Isa 1:6 From sole.. to head.. no soundness- Methom but wounds- Petsa bruises- Chabburah and PUTRIFYING/open- Tar- Dripping sores- Makkah, they have not been closed- Zur- to press together, neither bound up- Chabash, neither MOLLIFIED/soothed with OINTMENT/oil- Shemen. In contrast to this statement of the spiritual state of Israel in God’s sight is the optimistic view of the False Prophets. Their message produced complacency that prevented repentance and ended in disaster,

///Jer 6:14 They HAVE HEALED/dress- Rapha THE HURT/wound- Sheber of my people SLIGHTLY/as though it were not serious, saying “Peace..” Cp Jer 8:11. Any gain was superficial and temporary, as seen in the rest of Jeremiah’s record. ///

#LAN- *Sp *M Jer 14:17-19 Have you rejected Judah completely... SMITTEN/afflicted- Nakah so that we cannot be healed- Marpe... we looked for peace- Shalom… and for a time of healing- Marpe, and BEHOLD/there is only TROUBLE/terror- Beatha. The optimism was self-serving. Godless complacency suited them, but left the real – spiritual and moral – needs of the sheep unmet, They were false shepherds who failed to heal the sick sheep, Eze 34:4; Zech 11:16. 

#LAN+ *Sp Isa 30:26 .. the light of the sun shall be sevenfold (presumably figurative?).. in the day that the Lord binds up the BREACH/bruises- Sheber of his people, and heals- Rapha the STROKE/wounds- Machats OF HIS PEOPLE/he inflicted.

#LAN-+ *Sp *M Jer 30:12-14, 17 Thy BRUISE/wound Sheber is incurable- Anash… wound/INJURY- Makkah is GRIEVOUS/beyond healing- Chalah. THERE IS NONE TO PLEAD YOUR CAUSE.. BE BOUND UP/no remedy- Mazor; no healing MEDICINES- Tealah  Rephuah... for I have WOUNDED/struck- Nakah WITH THE WOUND OF Makkah OF/as an enemy would, WITH THE CHASTISEMENT/punished- Musar OF A/as the cruel ONE/would, FOR THE MULTITUDE OF THINE/your INIQUITY-sins- Avon WERE INCREASED/are so many. *Sp Jer 30:17 I will restore your health Arukah UNTO THEE... heal- Rapha your wounds- Makkah.
#LAN+ *Sp *Gr *M Jer 33:6 I will bring health- Arukah, and CURE/healing- Marpe, to it; I will CURE/heal- Rapha, THEM/my people and will REVEAL UNTO THEM THE ABUNDANCE OF/let them enjoy abundant peace- Shalom, TRUTH/security- Emeth. 

#LAN+ *Sp *Gr *Sic *M Ezek 34:4, 16 The DISEASED/weak- Chala have ye not strengthened- Chazaq nor healed- Rapha the sick- Chalah, nor bound up  Chabash the BROKEN/injured- Shabar…. I will bind up- Chabash the BROKEN/injured- Shabar and will strengthen- Chazaq THAT WHICH WAS/the SICK/weak- Chalah. (Cp Zech 11:16.) The Lord’s promise of His intervention as the true Shepherd is in contrast to the failure of the False Shepherds. 

#LAN- *Bat *M Hos 5:13 When Ephraim saw his sickness- Choli, and Judah his WOUND/sores- Mazor … he is COULD/not able to HEAL/cure- Rapha you, nor CURE/heal- Gabah To heal. (only time this word is used) your WOUND/sores- Mazor 

#LAN- *Bat *M Nahum 3:19 NO/nothing can HEALING/heal Kehah  (sole use) your BRUISE/wound- Sheber, your WOUND/injury- Makkah is GRIEVOUS/fatal- Chalah. 

#LAN+ *Sic *M *Sp Isa 33:23-24 ..even the lame- Picceach will TAKE THE/carry off PREY/plunder. THE INHABITANT SHALL NOT/No one living in Zion will say “I am SICK/ill”- Chalah. And the INIQUITY/sins- Avon of those who live there will be forgiven.

#LAN+ *Sp *Disab *M *Gr Isa 35:1-10 ..the desert blossom as a ROSE/crocus… they shall see the glory of the Lord... strengthen the WEAK/feeble- Rapheh- Slack or idle hands ... God will come… to save- Yasha you. The eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a HART/deer, and the DUMB/mute SING/shout for joy. Water will BREAK OUT/gush forth in the wilderness.. a highway.. the way of holiness.. the redeemed shall walk.. The ransomed of the Lord will return. They will COME TO/enter Zion with singing, everlasting joy UPON/will crown their heads. OBTAIN Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

#LAN+ *Sp *Gr *M Isa 61:1-6 The Spirit of the LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord is upon me because the Lord has anointed me to preach good TIDINGS/news to the MEEK/poor- Anav. He has sent me to bind up- Chabash the broken hearted- Shabar Leb, to proclaim LIBERTY/freedom to the captives and THE OPENING OF THE PRISON/release from darkness to the BOUND/prisoners. To proclaim the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD/the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn... to APPOINT/provide... Zion... crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of JOY/gladness instead of mourning, a garment of praise instead of a spirit of HEAVINESS/despair... trees of righteousness... STRANGERS/ Aliens will FEED/shepherd your flocks... priests of the Lord... feed on the wealth of the GENTILES/Nations... 

#LAN+ *Sp *M *Sic Eze 47:8-12 (47:1 ..water was coming…  the Temple) This water flows toward the EAST COUNTRY/eastward region… When it empties into the sea the waters shall be HEALED/fresh- Rapha. EVERYTHING THAT LIVETH/Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water… makes the salt water HEALED/fresh- Rapha so where the river flows everything shall live… ALL TREES FOR MEAT/Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river.. every month they will bear because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for MEDICINE/healing- Teruphah. ) 
The Cost to Messiah of Fulfilling these Promises, Isa 53

(I’ve not used this portion as material for analysis. It’s too sacred and central, and it’s too likely that personal convictions would sway my judgment.)

Isa 53:3 a man of sorrows- Makob Oppression, emotional grief, sorrow, and sometimes physical pain, as in Ex 3:7; Ps 32:10, etc. and ACQUAINTED/familiar with- Yada- knowing GRIEF/suffering- Choli- Sickness, disaster, grief, as in Deu 7:15. We are not told whether Jesus experienced the normal sicknesses of childhood or not, but as Isa 53 is talking of His sufferings on our behalf the more general meaning of suffering the hardships of life as in Ecc 6:2 seems probable. Or the grief that God sees and/or feels as in Jer 6:7.

Isa 53:4 Surely he HATH BORNE/took up our GRIEFS/infirmities- Choli and carried our sorrows- Makob, yet we DID ESTEEM/considered Him stricken- Naga To touch– lay hand on for any purpose. In Gen 32:25 God touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh and crippled him. Cp Ps 73:14. 105:15. smitten– Nakah- To strike, literally or figuratively- as in Isa 11:4; Jer 18:10, strike with the tongue or to be given a beating, Isa 50:6; Jer 20:2, or killed, Isa 37:36; Jer 18:21. of God and afflicted- Anah. To depress, oppress, afflict, humble, humble self, etc, as in Gen 15:13; Gen 16:6, 9, Ps 88:7, etc.

Isa 53:5 But he was WOUNDED/pierced- Chalal- To bore, pierce or wound, as the Philistines were wounded by spears etc in 1 Sam 17:52. It also means to begin or make an opening, as Samson began to deliver Israel Judg 13:5. And also to profane/pollute, as in Ex 20:25; Lev 19:8, 12; 20:3; Isa 56:2; or grieved as in Ps 109:22. Our Lord on the Cross was physically pierced by the nails etc, the pollution of our sins was placed upon Him, 2 Cor 5:21, and thus opened the way of Salvation to us. 

for our transgressions- Pesha, BRUISED/pierced- Daka- To crumble, bruise, beat to pieces, crush, destroy, oppress, as in Job 5:4; Ps 94:5; Ps 143:3; Isa 3:15. for our iniquities- Avon the CHASTISEMENT/punishment- Musar- Correction, discipline, chastening, warning, Ps 50:17; Prov 3:11, etc. Our Lord’s perfect Sonship submission to the Father, Jn 8:29, and His accepting on our behalf the punishment due to us, 1 Pet 2:23-25. OF/that brought our peace- Shalom was upon him and by his STRIPES/wounds- Chabburah- A bruise, hurt, or healed wound – scar, as in Ex 21:25. It’s not appropriate for an open wound as it’s from Chabar- To join, couple together. Our Lord’s being wounded for us isn’t an on-going wound – it’s a completed one. we are healed- Rapha (While Choli etc are often translated as sickness/disease the healing here is that of our alienation from God. Any relief of our physical or emotional sufferings are incidental to, and an outworking of, that restoration of fellowship between God and man.)

Isa 53:7-8 He was oppressed- Nagas- To drive an animal or workman, harass, oppress and afflicted- Anah…. for the transgression- Pesha  of my people was he stricken- Nega- A blow. plague, wound, including leprosy. Used of the death of the Firstborn in Egypt, Ex 11:1; Deu 24:8; Ps 89:32.  The association with God’s judgment strokes/plagues on His sinful people, and with leprosy, is interesting.

Is 53:10 yet it PLEASED THE LORD/was the Lord’s will to BRUISE/crush- Daka him, he PUT HIM TO GRIEF/and cause him to suffer—Chalah- To be rubbed, or worn, so to be weak as the result of injury or wounding, 1 Ki 22:34; 2 Ki 1:2, etc. Or to be afflicted, grieved, suffer pain, Prov 13:12; Ecc 5:13, 16; Amos 6:6; Jer 4:31. This fits well with the Lord dying in weakness on the cross bearing the burden of our sin and Judgment. The word Chalah can also mean to entreat God earnestly in prayer as in  Ex 32:11; 1 Ki 13:6; 2 Ki 13:4; Ps 119:58; Dan 9:13, as the Lord did in crying “My God, why have you forsaken me?”
Health & Sickness in the Poetic Books

(Poetry and Song express emotions, and often use words not intended to be taken literally – hearts don’t literally break, or bones burn! These books describe the human experience of the whole person, including fellowship between God and man – sometimes using the same words for God’s feelings, Gen 6:6; Ps 78:40, etc. Physical sickness, pain, and healing are part of this, but God‘s primary concern is to improve our relationship with Him and His eternal purposes.)

#LAI-+ *We *Gr *Sp *Sic? Ps 6:2-4 HAVE MERCY ON/Be merciful to me O Lord for I am WEAK/faint- Umlal/ Amal, O Lord heal me- Rapha for my bones are VEXED/in anguish- Bahal- tremble, etc.. my soul- Nephesh is SORE VEXED/in anguish... O Lord deliver- Chalats my soul, save me- Yasha for THY MERCIES’ SAKE/because of your unfailing love. His dealings with God are mentioned in 6:1 and 6:9. Sickness may have affected his bones, but it may symbolise the weakening of his confidence and convictions. Grief of soul and shaming of enemies dominates the psalm.

#LAI+ *Sic *De Ps 30:1-4 I will EXTOL/exalt you O Lord for you lifted me up out of the depths... O Lord my God I CRIED/called to you and you healed- Rapha me.. you have brought my soul up from the PIT/grave- Sheol-  The world of the dead... Sing to the Lord.. 

#LAI+ *Gr Ps 31:9-10 HAVE MERCY ON/Be merciful to me O Lord for I am in TROUBLE/distress- Tsarar, my eyes are CONSUMED/grow weak- Ashesh- To shrink or fail. with GRIEF/sorrow- Kaas, my soul- Nephesh and BELLY/body- Beten. My life is SPENT/consumed with GRIEF/anguish- Yagon ... my strength fails because of my INIQUITY/afflictions- Avon, and my bones- Etsem  are CONSUMED/grow weak- Ashesh. Taken literally one would think the writer was suffering from shrunken or diseased eyes, stomach, and bones. But 31:11-13 makes it clear that it’s the attitudes and actions of friends and enemies that are having a negative effect on his outlook/eyes, inner being/stomach, and strength of purpose/bones. This is the situation in which the Lord is his Saviour. 

#LAI+ *Gr *Sp Ps 34:1, 17-18 I will BLESS/extol the Lord at all times. David spells out why he rejoices in the mercy of God. It comforts and enables him to live in God’s fellowship and love through all the stresses of life. The righteous cry out and the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles- Tsarah. The Lord is NIGH UNTO/close to the broken hearted- Shabar Leb and saves- Yasha those that are OF A CONTRITE/crushed in spirit- Dakka Ruach.

#LAI- *Sp *Gr *Sic Ps 38:1:11 O Lord do not rebuke me in THY WRATH/your anger.. your arrows- Chets STICK FAST IN/have pierced me… because of your wrath there is no SOUNDNESS/health- Methom in my FLESH/body, my bones have no REST/soundness- Shalom because of my sin- Chattah.. MINE INIQUITIES/my guilt- Avon HAVE GONE OVER MY HEAD/has overwhelmed me... my wounds- Chabburah STINK/fester and are CORRUPT/loathsome- Qahah because of my FOOLISHNESS/sinful folly. ... I go mourning all day. For my LOINS/back... filled with A LOATHSOME DISEASE/ searing pain- Qalah. There is no SOUNDNESS/health- Methom- in my FLESH/body…  I groan in anguish of heart... my friends STAND ALOOF/avoid me because of my wounds- Nega… Those who seek my life LAY SNARES/set traps... speak MISCHIEVOUS THINGS/talk of my ruin, and IMAGINE DECEITS/plot deception. His deepest concern is for his relationship with God to be restored, rather than with his grief and apparently physical sickness. The Psalm closes without assurance of God’s forgiveness and healing.

#LAI+ *We *Op *Sic Ps 41:1-3 Blessed is HE WHO CONSIDERETH/the man who has regard for the POOR/weak... The Lord will DELIVER/delivers him in time of TROUBLE/troubles. The Lord will PRESERVE/protect him... The Lord will STRENGTHEN/sustain him on his BED OF LANGUISHING/sickbed– Devay ...THOU WILT MAKE ALL/restore him from his bed in his SICKNESS/of illness- Choli. The fact that enemies are mentioned suggests that it isn’t protection from physical sickness only, that’s being discussed.

#LAI-+ *Sic *Sp Ps 41:4-10 From speaking in general terms David now speaks of his personal situation,  I said O Lord BE MERCIFUL/have mercy on me and heal- Rapha MY SOUL/me for I have sinned against THEE/you. My enemies SPEAK EVIL/say of me in malice When will he die... All THAT HATE ME/my enemies whisper together against me... saying AN EVIL/vile- Belial disease- Dabar-- Thing CLEAVETH FAST UNTO/has beset him. He SHALL RISE NO MORE/will never get up... Lord BE MERCIFUL/have mercy on me, raise me up that I may REQUITE/repay them. 

#LAI+ *Sp *Gr Ps 42:11 Why are you CAST DOWN/downcast  O my soul? Why so DISQUIETED/disturbed within me? HOPE THOU/Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise Him FOR HE IS THY HEALTH/your Saviour- Yeshuah- Salvation, etc OF MY COUNTENANCE and my God. The KJV translates Yeshuah as salvation in Ps 62:6, but as health, or saving health in Ps 42:11; Ps 43:5; Ps 67:2. The context makes it clear that his great desire is for the experience of fellowship with God in public worship etc - the Lord is his spiritual and emotional health, rather than purely physical health.

~Norm- *Gr Ps 69:20 REPROACH HATH/Scorn has broken- Shabar my heart, and I AM FULL OF/left me HEAVINESS/helpless- Nush-  to be sick, distressed, 

#LAI+ *Gr *Sic Ps 116:1-3 I love the Lord BECAUSE/for.. he heard my SUPPLICATION/ cry for mercy.. The SORROWS/cords- Hebel of death COMPASSED/ entangled me, and the PAINS/anguish- Metsar of HELL/the grave- Sheol … I FOUND/was overcome by trouble- Tsarah and sorrow- Yagon.
#LAN+ *Gr *M Ps 147:2-3 The Lord DOTH BUILD/builds up Jerusalem, gathers the OUTCASTS/exiles of Israel. He heals- Rapha the broken- Shabar hearted, and binds up– Chabash their wounds- Atstsebeth. Cp Ps 34:18, 20; 51:17.

~Norm+ *Sp *M (See 3:9-10) Prov 3:5-8 Trust in the Lord… In all your ways acknowledge Him… BE NOT/ Do not  be wise in your own eyes, fear the Lord and DEPART FROM/shun Evil. this will bring health- Riphuth– a variant of Rapha to THY NAVEL/your body- Shor H8270, and MARROW/refreshment- Shiqqui H8250- as in Hos 2:5. It’s from Shaqah H8248-To give to drink a beverage, moisture – keep them from becoming dry bones! to your bones.

~Norm+ *Sp *Gr Prov 4:22 (the writer’s words, 4:20) are life- Chay to those who find them, and health- Marpe to ALL THEIR/a man’s whole FLESH/body- Basar. You will enjoy a happy life that’s acceptable to God.

~Norm- *Gr Prov 13:12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick- Chalah but WHEN THE DESIRE COMETH/a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. 

~Norm+ *Gr Prov 14:30 A SOUND/at peace- Marpe heart IS THE/gives life- Chay OF/to the FLESH/body- Basar, but envy rots- Raqab H7538 the bones- Etsem.
~Norm+ *Gr  Prov 17:22 A MERRY/cheerful heart DOETH/is good LIKE A medicine- Gehah H1456 (sole use) but a BROKEN/crushed- Nake spirit dries up the bones. While there are physical effects of our emotions, the emphasis is clearly on the joy or grief experienced.

~Norm+ *Cor Prov 20:30 THE BLUENESS OF/Blows- Chabburah A/and WOUND/wounds- Petsa cleanse away evil, and STRIPES/beatings- Makkah purge the INMOST PARTS OF THE BELLY/inmost being.

~Norm-+ *De Ecc 3:3 .. a time to kill- Harag- put to death, slaughter, and a time to heal- Rapha. 

~Norm- *Gr Ecc 5:13, 16 THERE IS/I have seen a SORE/grievous- Chalah evil RICHES/ wealth KEPT/hoarded to the HURT/harm of its owner… This too is a SORE/ grievous- Chalah evil. As a man comes so he departs, and what does he gain?

#LAN- *Gr Lam 1:3, 4, 5 her persecutors have overtaken her BETWEEN THE STRAITS/in the midst of her distress. Metsar- distress as in Ps 116:3; 118:5.  her priests SIGH/groan her maidens ARE AFFLICTED/grieve Yagan... the Lord has AFFLICTED brought her low- Yagan for the multitude of her TRANSGRESSIONS/sins- Pesha.
#LAN- *Gr Lam 1:12, 13 .. see IF THERE BE/is any SORROW/suffering- Makob like unto my SORROW/suffering- Makob WHICH IS DONE UNTO/was inflicted on me WHEREWITH THE LORD HAS AFFLICTED/brought on- Yagan me in the day of His fierce anger... From ABOVE/on high he sent fire.. down into my bones... He made me desolate and faint- Davah H1738 (As after childbirth, Lev 12:2.) all the day. I take it that this is Israel personified lamenting.

#LAN- *Gr Lam 1:18, 22 Behold my sorrow- Makob my VIRGINS/maidens and my young men ARE/have gone into CAPTIVITY/exile… DO UNTO/deal with them AS THOU HAST DONE UNTO/as you have dealt with me FOR/because of my TRANSGRESSIONS/sins- Pesha, for my SIGHS/groans are many, and my heart is faint- Davah. (As in Isa 1:5; Jer 8:18. From Daveh.

#LAN- *M Lam 2:8, 9, 13 The Lord HATH PURPOSED/determined to DESTROY/tear down the wall OF/around the daughter of Zion... therefore he made the rampart and the wall to lament, together they LANGUISHED/wasted away- Amal.. He has broken- Shabar and destroyed- Abad H6 her bars...  daughter of Zion for THY BREACH/your wound- Sheber is GREAT LIKE/as deep as the sea, who can heal- Rapha- THEE/you. (The emphasis is on the destruction of Jerusalem’s defensive walls and gates, and that there was no hope of restoring them.)

#LAI- *Gr *We Lam 3:4, 5  He has made my flesh and my skin grow old, he has broken- Shabar my bones… COMPASSED/surrounded me with GALL/bitterness and TRAVAIL/hardship..

#LAN+ *Gr *Op Lam 3:32, 33, 34  Though he CAUSE/bring grief Yagan, yet will He HAVE/show compassion- Racham H7355 he does not AFFLICT/bring affliction- Anah willingly  nor GRIEVE/bring grief to- Yagan the children of men… To crush- Daka under his feet/underfoot all the prisoners OF/in the EARTH/land.

#LAN- *Sp *We Lam 5:17 FOR/Because of this our heart is faint- Daveh. This word is associated with menstruation, Lev 15:33; 20:18; Isa 30:22. While Daveh may indicate a measure of physical unfitness, the emphasis is likely to be on spiritual unfitness/uncleanness.)

Leprosy Regulations

(Because leprosy was treated as a separate problem – uncleanness - from other sicknesses etc, and the instructions are so repetitive I’ve not included them in the analysis.

Lev 13:2 When a man shall have in the skin of his flesh a RISING/swelling- Se’eth, a SCAB/rash-Cappachath or bright spot- Bohereth.. in.. his flesh the plague- Nega of leprosy- Tsaraath. Nega is  used in this sense in Lev 13:3, 4, 5, 6, 9,12, 13, 17, 20- with boil- Shechin, 22, 25, 27, 29, 30- with SCALL/itch- Netheq 31, 32, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46; 14:54. And in the leper’s cleansing; 14:3, 32 

The plague- Nega is said to be healed- Rapha in Lev 13:18, 37; 14:3, and of a house, Lev 14:48. 

The person is said to be clean- Taher H2891 in 13:6, 13, 17, 23, 28, 34, 37; 14:9, 11, 20, clothing, Lev 13:58, 59, a house Lev 14:48, 53.

Nega in clothing, Lev 13:47, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 

Nega in a house, Lev 14:34, 35, 36, 37, 39, 40, 43, 44, 48, 54. 

The Status of the Kingdom at the OT End

To King Jehoiachin – the last Israelite king with a measure of freedom – Zedekiah seems to have been a helpless puppet, Jer 37:14-38:24.

Ezek 21:26-27 THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD/the Sovereign Lord says REMOVE/Take off the DIADEM/turban, and TAKE OFF/remove the crown. THIS IS NOT THE SAME/It will not be as it was. The lowly will be exalted and the exalted will be brought low. (God was instituting a new order in which He would intervene directly – with startling results. His King would submit humbly to rejection and crucifixion but would return in glory and power. Cp Isa 52:13-15.) I WILL OVERTURN/A ruin- Avvah H5754- To Overturn, overthrow, ruin (The word is used only here.) OVERTURN/ruin, OVERTURN , IT/I will make it a ruin. It SHALL BE NO MORE/will not be restored until he comes WHOSE RIGHT IT IS/to whom it rightfully belongs; to him I will give it.

A measure of independence was obtained by the heroic actions of the Maccabean kings. But they were of the tribe of Levi, not descended from David, and at their best there was nothing like a fulfilment of the promise made in Isa 9.

Isa 9:6-7 For unto us a child is born (the baby at Bethlehem) unto us a son is given (God the Father’s Son.) and the government will be UPON/on his shoulders; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end, He will reign upon the throne of his father David, and UPON/over his kingdom to ORDER AND ESTABLISH/establishing and upholding it with JUDGMENT/justice and with JUSTICE/righteousness from HENCEFORTH/that time on EVEN/and for ever. The zeal of the Lord of HOSTS/Almighty will PERFORM/accomplish this. This Kingdom will be entirely a matter of God’s purposes and effective intervention. It will depend on no mere human’s virtues, strength, or aid. 

The OT ends with the recorded failure of the OLD Covenant and promise of the NEW – Blessing and Vengeance from God, Isa 41:8-20; 61; Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 37:25-26, Mal 4:2, etc. Untold wealth for Israel, peace and plenty, no sickness, die young at 100, and security of farm and family future, etc. In the Gospels we read how John Baptist prepared the way for the coming King and Kingdom in which God would bless His obedient people with physical, social and spiritual health and wealth, Mt 3:1-12, etc.

INTRODUCTION to the New Testament

(Understanding the NT  Revelation)

In the NT there are no warnings of God-inflicted national judgments – no plagues, battle defeats, material losses, etc and no promises of exemption from them, or “healing” of them – except Messiah’s offering of Himself and His Kingdom to Israel, and their rejection of Him, and consequently rejection of the Kingdom, and it being set aside. 

The concern is with INDIVIDUALS, and the only recorded incidents of sickness/disability being a judgment seem to be that of Zacharias – at the Pre-Christ stage, Lk 1:20, Elymas Acts 13:11, and the Corinthians in 1 Cor 11:30 – death came to some of them, and to Ananias and Saphira, Acts 5. (The blindness and healing of Paul, Acts 9:8-18 may have been in this category.) In fact twice we are specifically told that the purpose of the sickness wasn’t judgmental, but that God would be glorified, Jn 9:2, 3; 11:4.

There is almost no mention of sickness unless something is going to be done about it, and the fact that healing was granted out of compassion is emphasised. 

John Baptist’s Kingdom “Wake Up” Call

(Giving the Nature & Requirements of the Kingdom)

Mt 3:1-15  John Baptist’s message- Repent– many did -  were baptised... confessing their sins. But they were told bluntly that unless their lives demonstrated the reality of their confession and produced fruit pleasing to God there was no chance of being in the Kingdom. They were fruit trees under threat of being turned into firewood. The reason for urgent need for repentance was: the Kingdom of heaven is AT HAND/near- Eggizo G1448. The word means near in place, Lk 19:11; Jn 3:23; 11:54. Also, near in time, Mt 24:32-33; Lk 21:30-31.

This is he- the Fore-runner spoken of by Isaiah, was a person, John. But it’s also clear that the Kingdom was embodied in a Person – the Messiah Jesus, God in human form, Immanuel, Mt 1:23, the eternal Word made flesh, Jn 1:1-3, 14, 18. He was the LORD- Jehovah/Yaweh in Isaiah, Kurios in Matthew and Luke. make HIS PATHS/straight paths for him. The nature of the Kingdom, and admission to the Kingdom are both spoken of in terms of relationship with Him. John didn’t baptise lightly, or on demand – he wasn’t easily fooled by outward show by people who were a brood of vipers, but his baptism in water of those not truly repenting would be an empty symbol. When the Lord came He would baptise the truly repentant with the Holy Spirit Who would empower them to live the Godly Life, Jn 3:1-16; Rom 8:1-4; 1 Cor 12:13. The merely religious would be baptised with fire that would swallow them up. The Lord Himself would separate people into grain and chaff – ie Those in the Kingdom with Him, and those perishing, Jn 3:16, 36.

Do not think... We have Abraham TO/as our Father. – That is being a Jew was only a temporary advantage. It did not qualify anyone for the kingdom – it merely gave them the first chance to enter it by receiving the King. Grace could turn dead stones into living children of Abraham. Cp Jn 8:33-37; Gal 3:29. 

Jesus.. to fulfil all righteousness was baptised by John, in spite of John’s recognising Him as the Messiah, and protesting. The Father spoke from Heaven, and the Spirit of God visibly descended on Jesus confirming the person and mission of Jesus His Son.

Mk 1:4 11; Lk 3:1-22 and Jn 1:6-39 confirmed the above, adding in Lk 3:6 that all mankind would as a result see the salvation of God, in the person of the Saviour. That is in Him they would have the option of salvation presented to them. And in 1:29 John Baptist proclaimed Jesus to be the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and continued to point his disciples to Him. This established the core of the Lord’s band of disciples. Cp Jn 3:28-36; 10:41.

John’s Final Challenge, and the Answer of Jesus

(As a result of his faithful witness John had been sidelined by imprisonment, Jn 14:3-4; Mk 6:17-18. John continued in unjust imprisonment. Messiah was to free prisoners and establish righteous rule – yet Herod continue in power. John was human, and may have come to doubt whether Jesus was going to fulfil all the Messianic promises. Jews were uncertain whether there would be more than one “Messiah,” Jn 1:19-22 He may have wished to be reassured, or, wished his disciples to be reassured. The result is that we have a clear statement, and demonstration of the ways in which Jesus, as Messiah/Christ, presented His credentials to Israel. And of their sinfulness in rejecting Him, Jn 6:2; 7:31; 11:47-48; 12:37; 14:11; 15:22-25; Acts 2:22-23.)

Lk 7:20-22 IN THAT SAME HOUR/At that very time Jesus cured- Therapeuo many who had INFIRMITIES/diseases- Nosos, PLAGUES/sicknesses- Mastix- A whip, something that made people suffer and evil- Poneros spirits and gave sight to many who were blind. So he replied to the messengers, “Go YOUR WAY AND TELL/back and report to John what THINGS you have seen and heard. HOW THAT The blind SEE/receive sight, the lame walk, THE LEPERS/those who have leprosy are CLEANSED/cured- Katharizo To make clean. The most important point about leprosy was that it made the leper ceremonially unclean in the eyes of the Law, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the GOSPEL/good news is preached to- Evaggelizo the poor. And blessed is HE WHOSOEVER/the man who SHALL NOT BE OFFENDED/does not fall away - Skandalizo IN/on account of me.” The blessedness would come to those who – on the basis of the signs HE chose to present - accepted Jesus as the Christ- Christos- Anointed One, the promised Messiah- Mashiach of the OT. Those who insisted that He must be what THEY wanted Messiah to be, would destroy themselves by rejecting God’s chosen “Stone,” Mt 21:42-46; Mk 12:9-12; Lk 20:16-20; Acts 4:10. Mt 11:4-6 gives a similar but briefer account.

Jesus made it clear that John had been a worthy and successful servant of God in his appointed role. And at the same time made it clear that in rejecting John’s witness the Nation of Israel, in the person of their Rulers, had committed themselves also to rejecting their Messiah, Lk 7:24-35. Cp Mt 21:22-27; Mk 11:28-33; Lk 20:2-8; Jn 5:33-36.
Jesus as Messiah the King, proclaims His Kingdom

(In fulfilment of the promises made in the O.T., as the Lord Jesus took up His Mission as Messiah He did so using the identical words which John Baptist had used in commencing his Mission as the Forerunner, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is AT HAND/near. But whereas John pointed his hearers to the Coming One, Mt 3:11; Lk 4:16; Jn 1:25-37; 3:25-36. Jesus called them to Himself. Mt 4:17-19; Mk 1:14-18.)

In the Synagogue at Nazareth the Lord expanded the “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand,” message by stating formally that He Himself was the Messiah who had come to fulfil the OT promises.

Lk 4:18-23 “The Spirit of the Lord is UPON/on me, because he has anointed- Chrio (this made Him Ho Christos- The Anointed one, Christ.) me to preach the GOSPEL/good news- Evaggelizo to the poor. He has sent me to ([RT] KJV HEAL- Iaomai THE BROKEN HEARTED} to PROCLAIM/preach- Kerusso DELIVERANCE/freedom for the CAPTIVES/prisoners, Presumably freeing from Satan’s power. Nothing is said of His freeing any political prisoners. and recovery of sight for the blind, to SET AT LIBERTY/release the BRUISED/oppressed. To PREACH/proclaim the ACCEPTABLE/year of the Lord’s favour.” And he CLOSED THE BOOK/rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the MINISTER/attendant. That he stopped mid-sentence and didn’t read the rest of Isa 61:2 and the day of vengeance of our God is significant. Only at a future coming will Messiah act in righteous judgment, take up God’s Jewish people and transform their lives as set out in Isa 61, and the chapters that follow.

And he sat down– God was honoured by standing while publicly reading His Word. The reader then sat down before giving any comment. And he began TO SAY/by saying to them “This day this scripture is fulfilled in your EARS/hearing.” This is a formal statement that He is the Messiah, and an assurance that He would fulfil all that God had promised them. But, He sounds a warning note – what He as Messiah is able to do will depend on the response of Israel. You will SURELY SAY/quote this proverb to me Physician- Iatros heal THYSELF/yourself! Do here in THY COUNTRY/your hometown what… in Capernaum.” He then points out that, as in the past, blessing would be received by Gentiles with obedient faith in God - the widow had shared the last of her food with Elijah at his command when he promised a permanent food supply. Naaman had (reluctantly) obeyed Elisha. At the same time unbelieving Jews had missed God’s blessing. The Nazareth congregation promptly showed their rejection of God’s terms. Cp Mt 13:54-58.

The Lord made it clear that those who would benefit from His Mission as Messiah would not be the self-righteous, but those whose sinful unworthiness made them realise they needed God’s mercy. Cp Mt 21:28–32; Lk 18:10-14. 

Mt 9:11-13 Why does your MASTER/teacher eat with PUBLICANS/tax-collectors and sinners? … Jesus said “THEY THAT ARE/It is not the WHOLE/healthy- Ischuo Those with effective strength who are coping with life who need a PHYSICIAN/doctor- Iatros but the sick- Kakos- Evil, bad – in this case, those who are in a bad way. Mk 2:17 echoes this and adds I have not come to call the righteous but sinners TO REPENTANCE. Cp Lk 5:31. The kind of people who became His close followers demonstrated the effectiveness of His work by the positive change He made in their lives. Transformed lives are still an effective witness  that He is both a compassionate Saviour and powerful Lord.

Lk 8:1-2 HE WENT THROUGH/Jesus travelled about… PREACHING AND SHOWING/proclaiming- Kerusso the GLAD TIDINGS/good news- Evaggelizo of the kingdom of God. The twelve… women who had been HEALED/cured- Iaomai of evil spirits- Poneros Pneuma and diseases- Astheneia. 

Jesus Demonstrates His Messiahship & Kingdom

(Its Reality and Blessings were demonstrated in His absolute authority and power over diseases and over Satan and his  agents. And, He proclaimed the truths of His Kingdom.)

Mt 4:23-24 Jesus went… Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the GOSPEL/good news- Evaggelion of the kingdom, healing- Therapeuo ALL MANNER OF/every SICKNESS/disease- Nosos and DISEASE/sickness- Malakia… HIS FAME WENT/News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all SICK PEOPLE/who were ill Echo Kakos- Having evil, badness, health-wise with DIVERS/various diseases- Nosos, and TORMENT/those suffering severe pain- Basanos the demon-possessed- Daimonizomai those LUNATIC/having seizures- Seleniazomai, **8 PALSY/the paralysed- Paralutikos and he healed- Therapeuo them. This showed clearly that He was the Messiah. His total mastery of every situation and ability to meet every need of those who came to Him as His people drew crowds to hear the proclamation of the principles of His Kingdom in Mat 5-7. 

Footnote **8 Affected by the moon. The name arose because it has seemed that some forms of mental illness varied in degree at different phases of the moon. What the NT calls demon possession sometimes had symptoms similar to what we call epilepsy, etc. Some suggest people in NT times wrongly called epilepsy demon possession. That appeals to modern pride that likes to sneer at the spiritual and moral truths stated in the Bible. There is no reason why demon possession should not at times show symptoms of diseases known to us. But we must also avoid the folly of claiming that any mental illness today is demon-possession. When a mental illness can be corrected by taking regular doses of medicinal drugs it shows that the illness is caused by chemical imbalance in the system. 

Mt 8:14-15 When Jesus WAS COME/came into Peter’s house he saw HIS WIFE’S MOTHER LAID/Peter’s mother-in-law… SICK OF/With a fever- Puresso  The fever may have been Malaria, as it was common in Galilee. And he touched her hand and the fever- Puretos- left her and she AROSE/got up and MINISTERED UNTO/began to wait on THEM/him. This healing incident is echoed in Mk 1:30-31. Lk 4:38-39 mentions that this happened after HE AROSE OUT OF/Jesus left the (Nazareth) Synagogue- after His proclamation of His mission, and His rejection. And that she was TAKEN WITH/suffering from a GREAT/high- Megas fever- Puretos,…he STOOD/bent over her and rebuked- Epitimao the fever- Puretos and it left her. **9 

Mt 8:16-17 When the EVEN/evening was come- The Sabbath ended at sunset, so they were free to do the work of carrying sick people to Jesus. they brought to Him many who were demon possessed- Daimonizomai.. and with a word He healed- Therapeuo all the sick- Echo Kakos THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED/This was to fulfil what was spoken BY/through the prophet Isaiah HIMSELF/He took up- Lambano our infirmities- Astheneia and BARE/carried our SICKNESSES/diseases- Nosos. (Isa 53:4 has Choli and Makob.) Most of Isaiah 53 is concerned with our Lord’s atoning death for us on the Cross. But 53:1-3 sums up how He was viewed by contemporary Israelites. Mt 8:17 says that Isa 53:4 was fulfilled by the way the Lord Jesus, at great cost to Himself, laboured to meet the needs of the sick and disabled of Galilee. Cp Mk 3:20-21; 5:30; 6:31, and His weariness that could sleep through a storm, Mk 4:36-38.

Lk 5:15-25  great MULTITUDES/crowds came TOGETHER to hear Him and be healed- Therapeuo of their INFIRMITIES/sicknesses- Astheneia. AND HE/But Jesus often withdrew to THE WILDERNESS/lonely places and prayed. ON A CERTAIN/One day as he was teaching Pharisees and DOCTORS/teachers of the law… SITTING BY/were sitting there. And the power- Dunamis of the Lord was present for him to heal- Iaomai them. Some men came carrying a MAN TAKEN WITH THE PALSY/paralytic- Paraluo on a mat... they… lowered him WITH HIS COUCH/on his mat.. INTO THE MIDST BEFORE/right in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith- The Faith of the carriers, but not excluding the faith of the paralysed man. (Mt 9:2-8 adds “Son BE OF GOOD CHEER/take heart,)  he said “MAN/Friend, your sins are forgiven.” His mission was to proclaim that He was the promised Messiah, offer, and demonstrate the Kingdom. But also He had come to save His people from their sins, Mt 1:21. It may be that the paralysis was as we would say Psychosomatic – caused by the man’s sense of guilt. He may have been eager to have his sins forgiven, or the Lord may have known that healing was possible only if they were forgiven. But the Lord used the visible physical healing as a demonstration of His authority and power to forgive sins. And it is followed by the story of His calling a sinful despised tax-collector to be His disciple, and to write this Gospel we're reading from. the SCRIBES/teachers of the Law and Pharisees began TO REASON/thinking… This fellow speaks blasphemy Who can forgive sins but God alone? … that you may know that the son of man has POWER/authority- Exousia on earth to forgive sins..” He said to the SICK OF THE PALSY/paralysed man- Paralutikos, Paraluo :”Get up take your COUCH/mat and go home.” 

Footnote **9 Restoration to function was heavily emphasised in the OT. In the NT there is a greater emphasis on the Lord’s compassion, and concern to relieve suffering. See Mt 9:35-38; 14:14; 20:34; Mk 1:41; 5:19; Lk 7:13. Still sickness and disability limit our ability to serve God and man. The health and abilities God gives us are His choice and responsibility. What we DO with our health and abilities is our responsibility. Restoration to health, by any means, automatically becomes a challenge for us to consider our stewardship responsibilities, Mt 12:45; Jn 5:14. It’s good to see the eager promptness with which this elderly woman took up her – obviously habitual and enjoyed – domestic responsibilities. 

And immediately he ROSE /stood up BEFORE/in front of them… DEPARTED TO HIS OWN HOUSE/went home GLORIFYING/praising God. THEY WERE ALL/Everyone was amazed and they GLORIFIED/gave praise to God. AND/They were filled with FEAR/awe. As this was a miracle that only God could do it should have been clear to them that the Lord Jesus could indeed forgive sins. Cp Mt 9:2-8; Mk 2:1-12.

Mt 8: 1-4 When he came down from the MOUNTAIN/mountainside (After Mt 5-7.) GREAT MULTITUDES/large crowds followed him. A LEPER/man with leprosy – Lepros came and WORSHIPPED/knelt before him and said “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. **10 “I WILL/am willing he said, “Be clean!”- Katharizo Immediately HIS LEPROSY/ he was CLEANSED/cured- Katharizo of his leprosy- Lepra.

Then Jesus said to him. “See that THOU TELL NO ONE/ you don’t tell anyone. **11 But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift THAT Moses commanded, Lev 14:2-32. It was an elaborate ritual, and therefore an effective witness as a testimony to them. Cp Mk 1:39-45, where Mark adds Instead he went out and began to BLAZE ABROAD/talk freely… Jesus could no longer enter THE CITY/a town.. yet the people still came. in Lk 5:12-14  Luke writes of a man FULL OF/covered with leprosy- Lepra. When he saw Jesus, he fell on his FACE/knees to the ground and BESOUGHT/begged him, “Lord, if THOU WILT/you are willing, you can make me clean.”- Katharizo. That man also was touched, healed, instructed – yet disobeyed in the same way.

Mk 7:32-37 There some people brought to him ONE/a man who was deaf- Kophos, and HAD AN IMPEDIMENT IN HIS SPEECH/could hardly talk; and they BESEECH/ begged him to PUT/place his hand ON HIM/upon the man. He took him ASIDE/away from the MULTITUDE/crowd. **12 Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched HIS/the man’s tongue. 

He looked up to heaven- Reminding onlookers that His action was in fellowship with God and His will. HE SIGHED/and with a deep sigh- perhaps suggesting that it cost considerable effort to heal said Ephphatha!” THAT IS/(which means, “Be opened!”} AND STRAIGHTWAY HIS/At this the man’s ears were opened his tongue WAS LOOSED/loosened and he SPAKE PLAIN/began to speak plainly… 

Footnote **10 On the Mount the Lord Jesus had proclaimed the principles of His Kingdom – the life-style of those blessed as they lived in fellowship with God. It was obvious that even the most zealous efforts of any man could not achieve this, Mt 5:28, 48. Man could not reach up to God. God must reach down to man. He now pictures this by, in loving mercy, touching a leper who came to Him in faith. This speaks to us of His Grace in the Gospel. And the fact that the uncleanness of lepers could not defile Him - His holiness made them clean - neatly pictures the truth of 2 Cor 5:21, etc. As the Lord showed His personal interest and involvement in the moulding of Adam and building Eve, Gen 2:7, 22, so in touching those He healed He showed His love and His desire for personal fellowship with them. See also Mt 8:15; 9:29; 14:36; 20:34; Mk 1:41; 6:5; 7:33; 8:23, 25; Lk 4:40; 5:13,13:13; 22:51.

Footnote **11 The Lord showed He wasn’t interested in publicity and popularity. (Cp Mt 9:30; Mk 1:38-45; 3:9-12; Lk 4:40-41; 5:12-14; 17:12-19.) He had come under the Law, Gal 4:4-5, and was working under the Law to fulfil it, Mt 5:17. His witness to His Messiahship was within the Law – the healing of a Leper should have alerted them that God was intervening in the life of Israel, 

Footnote **12 Sometimes before He healed someone the Lord did some preliminary things. When a blind or deaf person was brought by someone they might not fully understand what was happening. This would make it hard for them to have faith in the Lord. As the Lord touched their eyes or ears with loving hands their attention would be focussed on Him, and their hope and trust that He would heal them would be increased. And the fact that it was the Lord who had healed them would be obvious.

People were overcome with amazement. He has done ALL THINGS/everything well,”…. “He makes the deaf- Kophos hear and the DUMB/mute- Alalos speak.” This incident leads into the feeding of the 4000. In Lk 11:14-15 this comment follows -  But some of them said, “THROUGH/By Beelzebub, the CHIEF/prince of demons, he is CASTING/driving out demons.

Mk 8:22 HE COMETH/They came to Bethsaida and THEY/some people BRING/brought a blind man and BESOUGHT/begged Jesus to touch him. He took the blind man by the HAND/hands and led him OUT OF/outside the TOWN/village. **13 When he had spit **14 on the man’s eyes and put his hands UPON/on him he asked HIM IF HE SAW OUGHT/“Do you see anything?” He looked up and said I see MEN/people, they look like trees walking around. It sounds as if he could see things so vaguely that men could be distinguished from trees only by the fact that men moved around. AFTER THAT HE AGAIN/Once more HE/Jesus put his hands on HIS/the man’s eyes AND MADE HIM LOOK UP/Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored and he saw EVERY MAN/everything clearly. We’re not told why the Lord restored the man’s sight in stages. But it does serve as a reminder that in the matter of salvation while in a sense total Salvation is ours at the moment of conversion, our understanding of Salvation is something that grows as we continue to “Trust and Obey” and our experience of salvation grows at the same time.

Healing in the Valley – this is described at length in three Gospels which suggests that it has important lessons. It happens right after the Transfiguration. This reminds us that sometimes some of us – at His choosing – may have the privilege of being taken up into wonderful fellowship with Himself. And be strengthened by seeing and experiencing something of His glory, and being made to realise that our ideas and plans are trivial and irrelevant. We’re now taught that something even more wonderful is much more common. The Lord of Glory, in His inconspicuous humility (in our case, in His invisibility) is always present with us, Mt 28:20, if we are His servants. As we struggle to obey His command, Mt 28:18-19 and do His work, we often experience the humiliation of our inadequacy and failure. And we need to realise afresh how completely we are dependent on Him, and seek to claim His promise and trust His assurance that if what we are attempting to do is His will He will ultimately accomplish it. John wrote of this in Jn 15:1-20. Paul wrote of it in 2 Cor 12:1-10. 

Mt 17:14-16 When they WERE COME/came to the MULTITUDE/crowd.. a man CAME TO HIM/approached Jesus KNEELING/and knelt before him. “Lord- Kurios- Sir, Lord, etc. have mercy on my son” he said “for he is A LUNATIC/has seizures- Seleniaazomai and is SORE VEXED/suffering greatly- Kakos Pascho, he often falls into the fire and into the water. I brought him to your disciples but they could not- Dunamai CURE/heal- Therapeuo him. 

Mk 9:14-18 adds that there were SCRIBES/teachers of the law QUESTIONING/arguing with them.. Jesus asked “What are you arguing with them about?” . Mark also adds that the man also called Jesus MASTER/Teacher- Didaskolos. And that the man said his son was possessed by a DUMB- Alalos spirit that has robbed him of speech.. it throws him to the ground, he... gnashes his teeth and PINES AWAY/becomes rigid.

Footnote **13 By doing this the Lord Jesus separated the man from those who brought him, and the noisy crowd of onlookers. This freed him to concentrate his attention on Jesus, and emphasizes that it is a matter of personal relationship between the healer and the healed, the Saviour and the Saved.

Footnote **14 This is shocking to us as in our culture spitting is always offensive. In their culture spitting was usually offensive, and associated with cursing a hated person. Cp Mt 26:67. But saliva was valued for its healing qualities – animals lick wounds and that speeds the healing of the wound. The Lord’s action would symbolise that something from Himself was touching the man’s eyes, or tongue, and this was associated with the Lord healing them. Cp Jn 9:6..

Lk 9:37-40 adds that the boy was an only child. Luke as a doctor also details the symptoms. a spirit TAKETH/seizes him and he suddenly CRIETH OUT/screams, it TEARETH/ throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It HARDLY DEPARTETH/scarcely ever leaves him and BRUISING/destroying him.

Mt 17:17-18 Jesus ANSWERED/replied “O FAITHLESS/unbelieving- Apistos – Not believing. It suggests guilty unbelief and perverse- Diastrepho- Twisted generation, how long shall I put up with you?– The crowds, the man, the scribes, and the disciples were in a confusion that was caused by refusal to believe. And for all of them there was only one hope, one answer – coming to Jesus... bring HIM HITHER/the boy to me.” And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it DEPARTED/came out of the HIM/boy, and THE CHILD/he was CURED/healed- Therapeuo from that VERY HOUR/moment. 

Mk 9:19-27 confirms Matthew’s account and also adds when the spirit saw Jesus STRAIGHTWAY THE SPIRIT TARE/it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion and he fell to the ground, and WALLOWED/rolled foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he answered.. “If you can do anything HAVE COMPASSION/take pity on us and help us.” The Lord places the “if” where it belongs. He has absolute power. The question is whether the man can receive the healing of the boy by faith that responds to God’s grace, and is blessed. 

“If THOU CANST BELIEVE/you can?” said Jesus ALL THINGS/“Everything is possible to him who believes.” STRAIGHTWAY/Immediately the boys father CRIED OUT/exclaimed “LORD I do believe, help MY UNBELIEF/me overcome my unbelief!” The man committed himself to trusting the Lord Jesus to do the miracle. But he rightly has no confidence in his own degree of faith. Faith is a response to what God has revealed to us. We can’t make ourselves believe more, but we can ask the Lord to enable us to trust and obey, AND HE WILL HELP US. Jesus..  rebuked the FOUL/evil- Akathartos- Unclean spirit, “You deaf- Kophos and DUMB/mute- Alalos spirit,” he said. “I CHARGE/command you, come out of him and never enter again.” **15 The spirit CRIED/shrieked, RENT HIM SORE/convulsed him violently and came out. AND HE WAS AS ONE DEAD/The boy looked like a corpse... Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. 

Lk 9:41-43 repeats much of this but sums up the happy conclusion with Jesus rebuked the UNCLEAN/evil- Akathartos spirit, AND healed- Iaomai the boy and DELIVERED HIM AGAIN/gave him back to his father. And they were all amazed at the MIGHTY POWER/greatness- Megaleiotes of God.

Mt 17:19-21 Then the disciples came to Jesus APART/in private and asked “Why couldn’t we CAST HIM/drive it out?” Jesus said unto them, “Because of YOUR UNBELIEF/you have so little faith- Apistia– Not believing. FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU/tell you the truth, if you have faith as A GRAIN OF/small as a mustard seed, you SHALL/can say to this mountain, REMOVE HENCE TO YONDER/Move from here to there’ and it will REMOVE/move. Nothing will be impossible to you.” This was meant to shock, and make them and us think. It teaches that the smallest amount of faith, Mt 13:31-32, is enough. It’s not the size of our faith that matters, but the size of 

Footnote **15 This is the only record of such a thing being said. But see Mt 12:45; Lk 11:26. In a way it’s like the only time a solemn warning against sinning is given to a healed man, Jn 5:14. Was there something special about this case? How permanent were other exorcisms? 

   our God, and His Almighty power. In our weakness we can lay hold of the strength His grace gives, 2 Cor 12:9. Note that the “Faith” the Lord Jesus is talking about is our asking Him to do what we know IS HIS WILL, and trusting Him to do it. **16

Mk 9:29 (& [RT] KJV Mt 17:21 He replied “This kind can come out only by prayer. [RT] KJV AND FASTING. The words “and fasting” seem to be omitted from all Manuscripts from the first about 500 years. It may have been added after the Church expected earnest Christians to be hermits, monks, etc. But if it records what the Lord actually said, fellowship with Him in prayer, seeking to know His will, and seeking His enabling power is certainly our constant need. In view of what follows the appropriate fasting would be our willingness to starve ourselves from pride and ambition, and learning to accept union with the crucified Christ, Gal 2:20.

Lk 9:44-45 Luke leads straight into that subject. While THEY WONDERED/everyone was marvelling at all THE THINGS WHICH/that Jesus did, he said to his disciples, LET THESE SAYINGS SINK DOWN INTO YOUR EARS/Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you. For the Son of Man SHALL BE DELIVERED/is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.. they did not understand.. they FEARED/were afraid to ask. Mt 17:22-23 and Mk 9:31-32 add They will kill him, and THE THIRD DAY/after three days he will be raised AGAIN/to life. They had failed to grasp the nature of their Lord’s mission, and the end to which it must come. As the Lord had already spoken of this, Mt 16:18-24, their failure to understand would be part of the “Unbelief/ lack of faith” that had made them powerless. 

Lk 9 46 follows with A REASONING/an argument started among the disciples as to which of them SHOULD BE/was the greatest. With each eager to prove he was the greatest it would have been impossible for any of them to “ask in faith,” for the evil spirit to be cast out of the lad. It would have been a case of Satan-inspired ambition and pride in them trying to cast a Satanic-servant demon from the boy. Satan can’t cast out Satan, Mt 12:25-26. Nothing our Flesh-sinful nature is or does, can do God’s work or please Him, Rom 8:8; Gal 5:16, 24, etc. 

Mt 18:1-4 At THE SAME/that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked “Who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” The Lord directed their attention to a young child and warned them that unless they became like that child – who wasn’t concerned about his relative importance compared with others – they wouldn’t even be in the kingdom. See also Mk 9:33-40, where the lesson in humility is followed by their being rebuked for forbidding someone not associated with them, to cast out demons in the name of Jesus. How ridiculous we are when we – having failed to do a work for God as the disciples had, Mk 9:18 - object to someone else doing it.

The interweaving of the following incidents reminds us that meeting the needs of one person doesn’t prevent the Lord from meeting the needs of others. It seemed as if the ruler’s daughter died because the Lord was delayed in reaching her. But a resurrected daughter was at least as much a joy to the parents, and a witness to the Lord, as if He had reached her and healed before she died. Cp Jn 11:15, where if Jesus had set out at once the only gain would have been two less days for Lazarus to be in the tomb. God’s actions, and timing, are perfect when viewed from eternity.

Footnote **16 Satan offers us two wicked alternatives: 1. The shallow confidence that makes us ask in the Lord’s name for Him to do things WE think are His will. Then He is disgraced and we are embarrassed by failure to receive what we had claimed God would do. 2. The shallow confidence that makes us say “I don’t know what God’s will is so I can sit back and laugh at those who claim things by “faith,” and fail. It’s the last that constantly tempts me, and I confess it with shame. You and I have a solemn responsibility to exercise faith, and be fruitful in our prayers and our actions as set out by our Lord in Jn 15:7-12.

Mt 9:18-19 .. a ruler came and WORSHIPPED/knelt before him and said “My daughter IS EVEN NOW DEAD/has just died, but come and LAY/put your hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus rose and followed him. Mk 5:23 has …”My little daughter is dying...” Lk 8:42, has his only daughter, about twelve, was dying. The different wording suggests that the girl was so close to death – unconscious, difficult to detect breathing or a pulse, etc - that there could be uncertainty as whether she was about to die, or had already passed beyond the point of no return. Even with modern equipment it isn’t always easy to define the point of death, and recovery from apparent death may be achieved by cardiac massage, etc.

Mt 9:20-22 AND BEHOLD/just then a woman who had been DISEASED WITH AN ISSUE OF BLOOD/subject to bleeding- Haimorrheo for twelve years came up behind him and touched the HEM OF HIS GARMENT/edge of his cloak. She said to herself, “If I BUT/only touch his GARMENT/cloak, I will be MADE WHOLE/healed”- Sozo- To be saved, physically or spiritually. Faith took many forms – healing was obtained by trusting the Lord to speak a word from a distance, by asking Him to touch someone, or by touching His cloak. Today saving faith still takes many forms, and people are brought to salvation and eternal life in quite different ways and circumstances. The one common factor is God reaching out to people – coming near to them or drawing them to seek Him. And on their part some response of faith and seeking. Jesus turned.. and said .. your faith has MADE YOU WHOLE/healed- Sozo you. And the woman was MADE WHOLE/healed- Sozo from that HOUR/moment.” Further details can be found in the other accounts.

Mk 5:25-34  A woman HAD AN ISSUE OF BLOOD/subject to bleeding- Rhusis Haima for twelve years…. Suffered MANY THINGS/a great deal under the care of many PHYSICIANS/doctors- Iatros and spent all she had, AND WAS NOTHING BETTERED/yet instead of getting better she grew worse.. When she had heard OF/about Jesus, came IN THE PRESS/behind him in the crowd. **17 and touched his GARMENT/cloak. For she said… I shall be MADE WHOLE/healed- Sozo. Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was HEALED OF/freed- Iaomai from THAT PLAGUE/her suffering- Mastix. At once Jesus KNOWING IN HIMSELF/realised that VIRTUE/power- Dunamis had gone from him… turned... said “Who touched my clothes?”… The woman told him... He said to her “Daughter, your faith has MADE YOU WHOLE/healed- Sozo you, go in peace, and be WHOLE OF/freed- Hugies from THAT PLAGUE/your suffering- Mastix. Lk 8:42-48 gives a similar account, adding but no one could- Ischuo heal- Therapeuo her. 

Mt 9:23-26 When Jesus CAME INTO/entered the ruler’s house and saw the MINSTRELS/flute players and the PEOPLE MAKING A NOISE/noisy crowd - in their culture, where people could afford it, professionals were hired to lead the mourning as part of the normal expression of grief. He said “GIVE PLACE/Go away. The MAID/girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed HIM TO SCORN/at him. BUT WHEN THE PEOPLE WERE PUT FORTH/After the crowd had been put outside, he went in, and took HER/the girl by the hand, and THE MAID AROSE/she got up. THE FAME/News of this spread...

Footnote **17 Apart from natural embarrassment caused by her sickness, under the OT Law she was “unclean” and anything she touched would automatically become unclean, Lev 15:19-30. She would have reason to expect that her action in touching a “Holy” man would have been resented as defiling. The Lord insisted on her knowing that He knew the whole situation, and was glad she had done what she had done. And He assured her that “Virtue/Power” had gone out of Him to heal her, rather than her uncleanness having been passed on to Him. 

Mk 5:35-43 gives additional information. **18 (quotes from Lk 8:49-56 are in brackets.) While HE YET SPAKE/Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus... “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the MASTER/teacher any more.” ... Jesus told the synagogue ruler, “Don’t be afraid, ONLY/just believe, (and she will be MADE WHOLE/healed”- Sozo)… He SUFFERED NO MAN/did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John…  He went in and said “Why all this wailing and commotion?” (“Stop wailing,” Jesus said.) “THE DAMSEL/She (the child) is not dead but asleep.” And they laughed at him, (knowing that she was dead…) He put them all out… took the DAMSEL/child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the DAMSEL/child was LYING. 

He took THE DAMSEL/her by the hand and said “Talitha CUMI/Koum!” (which means “DAMSEL/Little girl, I say get up!”(My child, get up!) STRAIGHTWAY/Immediately the DAMSEL/girl AROSE/stood up and walked around ( Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up.) At this they were completely astonished/WITH A GREAT ASTONISHMENT. He CHARGED THEM STRAITLY/gave strict orders not to let anyone know… and told them to give her something to eat. It’s not healthy for a child, or any of us to be the centre of sensational attention. The Lord’s orders would bring a sense of normality to the situation. The modern idea of gaining publicity by putting converts etc on show is very different from the Lord’s methods. 

Mt 14:35-36 is another example of people believing that touching the Lord’s clothes would heal them, and having their faith rewarded.  People brought all their DISEASED/sick- Kakos to him and BESOUGHT/begged him to let the sick just touch the HEM/edge of his GARMENT/cloak, **19 and all who touched him were MADE PERFECTLY WHOLE/healed- Diasozo. See also Mk 6:55-56. 

Mt 9:27-30 Two blind men followed him CRYING/calling out “Have mercy on us Son of David!” When he WAS COME INTO THE  HOUSE/indoors… Jesus SAITH/asked them “Do you believe I am able to do this?” **20 “Yes Lord they said/replied.” Then he touched their eyes saying “According to your faith BE IT UNTO YOU/it will be done to you;” and their EYES WERE OPENED/sight was restored.

Mt 20:30-34 Two blind men… CRIED OUT/shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us... Jesus STOOD STILL/stopped and called them “What WILL YOU/do you want- Thelo, as in Mt 23:37. me to do for you?” **21 he asked. “Lord,” they answered, THAT OUR EYES BE OPENED/we want our sight.” Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes and immediately they received their sight and followed him. That is, now they had received their sight they used their restored ability to follow Him, and learn more from Him – spiritual benefits. Cp Lk 8:2-3. 

Footnote **18 Each of the Gospels is set out under God’s direction to give its own distinctive emphasis and message. The variation in wording, and in the sequence of recorded events fulfils this purpose, and marks each as an independent witness.

Footnote **19 There may have been a special significance in touching the HEM/edge. In Num 15:38-39 God had commanded His people to wear a special fringe/hem of blue that would remind them that they belonged to Him, and were committed to obeying His commands. As a Law-obeying Jew. Mt 5:17; Gal 4:4, the Lord Jesus would have been wearing this special hem-fringe.

Footnote **20 Other cases where the Lord questions the faith of the person healed, Mk 5:36; 9:23; Lk 8:50; Jn 11:26, 40.. Cases where He commends their faith, Mt 8:10; 9:2, 22; 15:28; Mk 2:5; 5:34; 10:52; Lk 5:20; 7:9, 50; 8:48; 17:19; 18:42. 

Footnote **21 Cases where Jesus required them to say what they wanted, Mk 10:46-50; Lk 18:35-4 2; Jn 5:3-15.

Mk 10:46-52; Lk 18:35-42 record that Bartimaeus followed Jesus when granted his sight Bartimaeus… Jesus son of David have mercy on me... LORD THAT I MIGHT RECEIVE MY SIGHT/Rabbi I want to see. “Go” said Jesus, your faith has MADE YOU WHOLE/healed- Sozo you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus IN THE WAY/along the road,

Mt 9:35-38 Jesus went… teaching in their synagogues, preaching the GOSPEL/good news of the kingdom and healing- Therapeuo every SICKNESS/disease- Nosos and DISEASE/sickness- Malakia. This echoes Mt 4:23, where it describes the commencement of the Lord’s mission. Here it shows the need which moved Him to involve the Disciples in meeting that need. But when he saw the MULTITUDES/crowds, he WAS MOVED WITH/had compassion- Splagchnizomai– Internal distress on them because they FAINTED/were harassed- Ekluo Unloosed and left without support, SCATTERED ABROAD/helpless- Rhipto- To throw around, hurl, prostrate, like sheep without a shepherd… The harvest is PLENTEOUS/plentiful but the LABOURERS/ workers are few. Pray the Lord of the harvest therefore to send FORTH/out workers.

Jesus Expands the Witness to His Being the Messiah

(By Authorising & Empowering His Disciples)

Mt 10:1 He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them POWER/authority- Exousia to CAST/drive out UNCLEAN/evil- Akarthatos spirits- Pneuma and to heal- Therapeuo ALL MANNER OF SICKNESS/every disease- Nosos and DISEASE/sickness- Malakia.

The SCOPE of the Messianic Mission

(Israel/the Jews as a NATION had been promised the Messiah and His Kingdom. If they wished to share the blessings, the Gentiles and Samaritans must come as individuals, Mt 15:24-28.)

Mt 10:5-6 These twelve Jesus sent FORTH/out- Apostello– Making them Apostles- Apostolos Mt 10:2. and COMMANDED THEM/ with the following instructions. GO NOT IN THE WAY OF/Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any CITY/town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of THE HOUSE OF Israel.” 

The Good News MESSAGE of the Messianic Mission

(The Messiah King had come to Israel. He was within their reach. They could become His subjects – enter His kingdom – join His mission, AND THEY SHOULD do so.)

Mt 10:7 As you go preach- Kerusso- Proclaim as a herald placing on the hearers the responsibility to respond. The Kingdom of heaven is AT HAND/near”- Eggizo- To come near, approach, be within reach. Has been brought near.

The DEMONSTRATION that the Message was True

(Israel – the Jewish people - knowing the OT promises, were expecting their Messiah to come. Many leaders succeeded in convincing some people that they were the Messiah, but were frauds, Acts 5:34-39. The Lord Jesus empowered His disciples to demonstrate the reality of His claim to be Messiah by fulfilling such promises as Isa 35:4-6. Signs - demonstrations that God’s miraculous power was at work, and authenticating His servants - were vitally important for Jews, 1 Cor 1:22. But to fail to respond would have tragic consequences, Acts 3:22-23; Heb 2:1-4.) 

Mt 10:8 Heal- Therapeuo the sick- Astheneo, raise- Egeiro the dead- Nekros- cleanse- Katharizo THE LEPERS/those who have leprosy- Lepros, CAST/drive out- Ekballo demons, freely you have received, freely give. The Lord’s authorising empowering and sending out of the Twelve Disciples, made them the Twelve Apostles. At times they are simply referred to as “The TWELVE,” Mt 26:14, 20, 47; Mk 4:10, etc. That they numbered 12 had a special importance in relation to Israel, Mt 19:28; Lk 22:30.

People’s RESPONSE would bring Blessing or Curse

10:11-15 Whatever CITY/town or TOWN/village you enter INQUIRE/search for WHO IS WORTHY/some worthy person.. as you COME INTO AN HOUSE/enter the home, SALUTE/give it your greeting (The greeting was Shalom- Peace to you) If the HOUSE BE WORTHY/home is deserving, let your peace- Eirene- Peace. (The Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Shalom.) WHOMSOEVER/If anyone will not RECEIVE/welcome you or HEAR/listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave... it will be more TOLERABLE/bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of Judgment than for that CITY/town. The details of this commission are specifically Jewish but the principle is timeless The greatest work any servant of God can do is to bring news of the Lord Jesus to people. And the hearers’ response to the messenger and to that message will be more important than any other factor when it comes to the Day of Judgment.

Mk 3:14-15 adds to the above that  He ORDAINED/appointed- Poieo- Made. twelve that they SHOULD/might be with Him, and that he might send them FORTH/out- Apostello.

Lk 9:1-6, 11 adds that they DEPARTED/set out and went THROUGH THE TOWNS/from village to village preaching the gospel- Evaggelizo **22 and healing- Therapeuo people everywhere….  The PEOPLE/crowd… followed him. He RECEIVED/welcomed them and spoke to them OF/about the kingdom of God , and healed- Iaomai those who were in need of healing- Therapeia. This leads into the feeding of the 5000... 

Lk 10:1, 9 After THESE THINGS/this the Lord appointed SEVENTY/seventy two others and sent them… WHITHER HE HIMSELF WOULD COME/where he was about to go… He added I am sending you FORTH AS/out like lambs among wolves. Do not CARRY/take a purse… And heal- Therapeuo the sick- Asthenes who are THEREIN/ there and SAY UNTO/tell them “The kingdom of God is COME NIGH UNTO/near you.” This is followed by the “Woes” pronounced on Capernaum, etc.

Mk 6:4-7, 12-13 Jesus said to them “Only in his OWN COUNTRY/hometown- Patris... a prophet is without honour.” And he could not do NO MIGHTY WORK/miracles- Dunamis there, SAVE THAT/except lay hands- Epitithemi Cheir on a few sick- Arrhostos people and heal them- Therapeuo. And he MARVELLED BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF/was amazed at their lack of faith. Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. Calling the twelve to him he sent them FORTH/out… gave them POWER/authority- Exousia over UNCLEAN/evil- Akathartos spirits…. They went out and preached that MEN/people should repent. They CAST/drove out many demons and anointed many sick- Arrhostos with oil and healed- Therapeuo them. **23 This is followed by speculation that He is John Baptist, or Elijah risen, etc. 

Footnote **22 The “Gospel” was, as in Mt 11:5; Lk 3:18; 4:18, 43; 7:22; 8:1, the good news that the Kingdom had come within their reach. Euaggelizo- To preach the Gospel/good news is used up until 9:6. Nothing is said at this stage of the Gospel of the grace of God in Christ crucified. Healing and exorcism is a major feature, along with teaching of God's love and of morality as in Mt 5-6-7.

Footnote **23 Except for the failure in Mt 17:16 the Mission of the twelve and the SEVENTY/seventy two seems to have been entirely successful, Lk 10:17. Note that in the verses that follow it the Lord reminds them that their acceptance by/relationship with God is more important than their successful exercise of power. And that they were in themselves as helpless as babies, but by God’s sovereign grace they were being used as part of, or evidence of, the defeat of Satan which the Lord Jesus was achieving. As it wasn’t obvious which was the betrayer, it seems that Judas Iscariot was successful in this miracle working, and there is the solemn warning in Mt 7:22-23.

The General Reaction of the Israelites to Jesus

(The Jewish People were excited to see the Miracles Jesus did, and Jesus was very popular at first, Jn 7:31. But their enthusiasm was shallow and selfish and fickle, Jn 2:23-25; 6:26-66. Yet almost to the end there were crowds who thought He could be the Messiah, Mt 21:9.)

Mk 3:6-12 the Pharisees.. TOOK COUNSEL/began to plot with the Herodians… how they might DESTROY/kill him… A GREAT MULTITUDE/large crowd from Galilee followed him… from Judea… Jerusalem- The heartland of their nation, along with the fringe people from Idumea, across Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon… he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, LEST THEY SHOULD THRONG HIM/to keep the people from crowding him. For he had healed- Therapeuo many, so that those with PLAGUES/diseases- Mastix PRESSED UPON/were pushing forward to touch him. Whenever UNCLEAN/evil- Akathartos spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” But he STRAITLY CHARGED/gave them strict orders THEY SHOULD NOT MAKE HIM KNOWN/not to tell who he was. Lk 6:17-19 repeats this and adds all tried to touch him, because VIRTUE/power- Dunamis was coming from him and HEALED/healing- Iaomai them all. 

Mt 14:14 AND/When Jesus WENT FORTH/landed and saw a GREAT MULTITUDE/large crowd, he WAS MOVED WITH/had compassion on- Splaggchnizomai them and healed- Therapeuo their sick- Arrhostos. This is followed by the feeding of the 5000. Jn 6:14-15 records that after this the crowds who had been fed in such a miraculous way decided that Jesus must be the promised Messiah, and wanted to make Him King.

Mt 15:30-32  Great MULTITUDES/crowds came to him, HAVING WITH THEM/bringing the lame-- Cholos, the blind- Tuphlos, the MAIMED/crippled- Kullos DUMB/mute- Kophos and many others, and CAST THEM DOWN/laid them at JESUS’/his feet; and he healed- Therapeuo them. The MULTITUDE WONDERED/people were amazed when they saw the DUMB/mute speaking the MAIMED/crippled made WHOLE/well- Hugies the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they GLORIFIED/praised the God of Israel. This is followed by the feeding of the 4000 as an extension of the Lord’s compassion on the crowd.

Lk 8:35-36 After the Lord had cast the demons out of “Legion” .. They/The people went out to see what WAS DONE/had happened... they found the man… sitting at the feet of Jesus, CLOTHED/dressed, and in his right mind, and they were afraid. Those WHICH SAW/who had seen it told THEM/the people BY WHAT MEANS/how the demon-possessed man WAS/had been HEALED/cured- Sozo. See also Mt 8:28-34; Mk 5:1-20. Their first reaction to the miracle had been negative, but Mark’s account closes well. 
Mt 19:1-2 Jesus .. DEPARTED/left Galilee and CAME/went into the COASTS/region of Judea to the other side of Jordan. A GREAT MULTITUDE/Large crowds followed him, and he healed- Therapeuo them. The Pharisees then interfered with their question about divorce.

The Reaction of the Religious Leaders to Jesus

The Jewish leadership at the time were divided into three main groups: Mt 3:7; Mk 3:6; 12:13. The Pharisees were seriously religious, eager to please God by obedience to the external details of His Law. By adding to these and ignoring the spirit and purpose of the Law they used it to become admired and privileged professional experts - clever enough to dodge doing anything inconvenient for them. The issues they raised to excuse their rejection of Jesus as their Messiah were:   1. Association with sinners – which He defended as being that of a doctor for their healing/ blessing, Mt 9:12-13, etc. Note the effect on Zacchaeus Lk 19:1-10.

2. Applying the Sabbath Law for the good of humanity, Mk 2:27. 

3. Claiming union with God in person and work, Jn 5:17-30, with the right to heal all diseases, forgive sins, and direct the correct use of the Sabbath, Mt 12:8; Mk 2:28; Lk 6:5, etc, and other Laws, Mt 5:21-48; 15:11-20. As such He was the “Prophet” like Moses, who must be obeyed, Deu 18:15-19. They were shocked that the Lord would heal people on the Sabbath day of rest. The Lord pointed out examples of their hypocrisy, but emphasized that their basic problem was selfishness, self-righteousness, and pride, Mt 23 etc. 

The Sadducees accepted only Genesis to Deuteronomy and denied any life or judgment beyond the present. The High Priests were Sadducees eager to maintain their wealthy privileged position, and bitterly resented the Lord’s accurate assessment of their running of God’s Temple, Mt 21:13. See notes on this in the Matthew Booklet No 4. The Lord’s driving their agents, at the beginning of His ministry, Jn 2:14-22, and at its end, Mt 21:12-16 sharpened this. As did His statement that God’s Temple was His Father’s house, and the children shouting that He was Messiah.

The Herodians, were political leaders, concerned to please the Roman over-lords. All were selfishly concerned to keep hold of their personal possessions and power, Jn 11:47-48. 

Mt 9:32-34 While they WENT/were going out, a DUMB man who was demon-possessed and could not talk- Kophos- Dumb, speechless was brought to Jesus. And when the demon was CAST/driven out, the man who had been DUMB/mute spoke. For other cases where the disability cured is linked with demonic influence see Mt 12:22; Mk 9:17; Lk 11:14. The MULTITUDES MARVELLED/crowd was amazed, and said “IT WAS NEVER SEEN/Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that he CASTS/drives out demons.” Cp Jn 10:21. 

Mk 3:1-6 .. he ENTERED/went into the synagogue, and a man with a WITHERED/ shrivelled- Xeraino hand was there. Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched- Paralereo- Para- Alongside. Tereo- To watch. So to have a hidden motive for the watching. The word is used only here, and in Lk 6:7; 14:1; 20:20; Acts 9:24, and in Gal 4:10 where it means that their careful observance of feast days etc had an ulterior motive. him closely WHETHER HE WOULD/to see if he would heal- Therapeuo him on the Sabbath. They weren’t concerned whether the man was healed or not. They valued the situation as a chance to condemn Jesus. And, He was careful to make the true situation clear. AND HE/Jesus said to the man with the WITHERED/shrivelled hand “Stand FORTH/up in front of everyone. Then Jesus asked them, “IS IT/Which is lawful on the Sabbath, to do good or to do evil, to save life- Sozo Psuche. As Psuche means “soul, the life of our emotions etc it refers to the quality of life. (The Secular world spells the word as Psyche) The Pharisees admitted it was lawful on the Sabbath to save a man from drowning etc. The Lord’s challenge was whether it was lawful to save a man from the loss of the enjoyment of life - the fulness of life which God desires for mankind. or to kill?” But they HELD THEIR PEACE/remained silent. WHEN HE  HAD/He looked around at them in anger, BEING GRIEVED/and deeply distressed at THE HARDNESS OF/their stubborn hearts, said to the man “Stretch out your hand… **24 his hand was completely restored- Apokathistemi Hugies. 

Footnote **24  Other cases where actions were required of those the Lord healed– stand up.. go wash, etc Mt 6:13; 16:18; Mk 7:32-37; 8:22; Lk 5:15-25; 17:17-19. 

The Pharisees... TOOK COUNSEL/began to plot with the Herodians how they might DESTROY/kill him. This incident is recorded in the same form also in Lk 6:7-11. **25 

Mt 12:9-14 has the Pharisees asking Him “Is it lawful.. This suggests some discussion before He asks them “If any of you... sheep falls into a pit on the Sabbath...? How much BETTER/more valuable is a man than a sheep? WHEREFORE/Therefore it is lawful to do WELL/good on the Sabbath.” Lk 11:14-16 records a similar event.

Mt 12:15-24 GREAT MULTITUDES/Many followed him and he healed- Therapeuo  THEM all their sick. AND CHARGED/warning them THAT THEY SHOULD NOT MAKE HIM KNOWN/tell who he was; THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED/This was to fulfil what was spoken BY/through the prophet Isaiah. BEHOLD/Here is my servant- Pais whom I have chosen, MY BELOVED/the one I love, in whom MY SOUL IS WELL PLEASED/I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will SHOW/proclaim JUDGMENT/justice to the GENTILES/nations. He will not STRIVE/quarrel or cry out, NEITHER SHALL ANY MAN/no one will hear his voice in the streets… bruised reed ... SMOKING FLAX/ smouldering wick... till he send FORTH JUDGMENT/leads justice to victory. And in His name SHALL THE GENTILES TRUST/nations put their hope. Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and DUMB/mute- Kophos, and HE/Jesus healed- Therapeuo him, so that he both SPAKE/could talk and SAW/see. And all the people WERE AMAZED/astonished and said “IS NOT/could this be the Son of David?”  As we see from Mt 22:42; Mk 12:36  to call Jesus the Son of David showed that the crowd accepted that by the miracle Jesus demonstrated that He was the Christ – the Messiah. See also Mt 9:27; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9, 15; Mk 10:47-48; Lk 18:38-39. But when the Pharisees heard this they said “It is only by Beelzebub the prince of demons that this fellow CAST/drives out demons.  In Mt 12:25-32; Mk 3:30 and Lk 11:17-23 the Lord Jesus shows that the idea that His miracles were demonic was ridiculous. He also warned that to attribute the work of God’s Spirit to Satan is damnable blasphemy because apart from responding to His – the Spirit’s - work in them no man can be saved. Cp Jn 8:31-59.

Mt 21:13-14 .. but you HAVE MADE/are making it a den of THIEVES/robbers. And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed- Therapeuo them. **26.

Lk 14:1-5 One Sabbath when Jesus went to eat in the house of ONE OF THE CHIEF PHARISEES/a prominent Pharisee, THEY WATCHED HIM/he was being carefully watched- Paratereo-… BEHOLD/There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy- Hudropikos. Obviously placed there as a trap or challenge. Jesus asked the Pharisees and LAWYERS/experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal- Therapeuo on the Sabbath or not?” Jesus took up the challenge, and challenged them for their verdict. 

Footnote **25 The Pharisees insisted on obedience to God’s Law – as they interpreted it. They hated Jesus for RELIGIOUS reasons. The Herodians insisted that to avoid conflict, and for financial gain, obedience to the Romans must come first. They hated Jesus for POLITICAL reasons. Although natural enemies their hatred of Jesus drove them to work together to destroy Him. Cp Mt 22:15-22. Pharisees and Herodians made a perfect trap. If the Lord Jesus said not to pay tribute – the Herodians would report him to the Roman authorities as a rebel. If He said to pay tribute – the Pharisees would proclaim that He was disloyal to God and His law, and a traitor to Israel, happy to see them under Gentile rule. 

Footnote **26 Lev 21:17-21 banned maimed priests from functioning as priests in the tabernacle or temple. The Pharisees could join the Sadducee priests in condemning the Lord’s actions by extending this ban to maimed worshippers. Yet as a result of their coming to the Lord in the Temple they ceased to be maimed, and then had every right to be there, and had an excellent reason to be praising and glorifying God in His house! (Similarly they would have said the Lord was sinning in touching a leper – yet it was God touching that leper and cleansing/ healing him!) 

    But they HELD THEIR PEACE/remained silent. HE TOOK/So taking hold of the man, he healed- Therapeuo him and LET HIM GO/sent him away. HE ANSWERED THEM SAYING WHICH OF YOU/Then he asked them “If one of you had an ASS- Onos/son- Huios or an ox that falls into a PIT/well on the Sabbath day, will you not STRAIGHTWAY/immediately pull him out?”
Lk 13:11-14 a woman who had A SPIRIT- Pneuma OF INFIRMITY/had been crippled- Astheneia by a spirit... and BOWED TOGETHER/bent over- Sugkopto Jesus said.. Woman you are LOOSED/set free- Apoluo from your infirmity- Astheneia. Then he LAID/put his hands on her and she WAS MADE STRAIGHT/straightened up- Anorthoo and GLORIFIED/praised God. The ruler of the synagogue ANSWERED WITH INDIGNATION/was Indignant because Jesus had healed- Therapeuo on the Sabbath the synagogue ruler said to the people “There are six days for work. So come and be healed- Therapeuo  on those days, not on the Sabbath.”

Jn 5:3-15 A great number of IMPOTENT/disabled people Astheneo.. the blind– Tuphlos HALT/lame- Cholos the WITHERED/paralysed- Xeros… ([RT] KJV. AND WAS MADE WHOLE- Hugies OF WHATSOEVER DISEASE- Nosema HE HAD. One man… had AN INFIRMITY/had been an invalid- Astheneia for thirty-eight years.. Jesus said “WILT THOU/Do you want to be MADE WHOLE/get well?- Ginomai Hugies?” “Sir” the IMPOTENT MAN/invalid- Astheneo replied, “I have no MAN/one to help me...“ Then Jesus said to him, “RISE/Get up! TAKE/Pick up your BED/mat and walk.” And immediately the man was MADE WHOLE/cured- Ginomai Hugies... The Jews said to HIM/the man who had been healed- Therapeuo “It is the Sabbath day, IT IS NOT LAWFUL/the law forbids you to carry your BED/mat.” But he replied “The man who MADE ME WHOLE/well- Hugies said to me, “TAKE/Pick up your BED/mat and walk.” The healed man realised that the One who had done so great a miracle must be God’s servant, acting in fellowship with God. Obeying Him must be honouring God. The Pharisees had no compassion on the sick man – in their view the petty details of the law came first. They thought that he should have stayed at the pool until the Sabbath was over, Or if his home was near enough for “Sabbath Day’s Journey,” Acts 1:12. he could have gone home and left his bed-mat behind. They totally ignored the fact that the miracle healing – after 38 years of paralysis – was a demonstration that Jesus was sent of God.

So they asked him “WHAT MAN/Who…?” The man who was healed- Iaomai had no idea.. for Jesus had CONVEYED HIMSELF/slipped away into the crowd.. Afterwards Jesus found him at the temple and said to him “See, you are MADE WHOLE/well- Hugies. SIN NO MORE/Stop sinning LEST A WORSE THING COME/or something worse may happen to you.” The man … told the Jews that it was Jesus WHICH/who had made him WHOLE/well- Hugies. So because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. ( [RT] KJV AND SOUGHT TO SLAY HIM.) **27 

Jn 7:23 If a MAN RECEIVE CIRCUMCISION/child (When 8 days old. Phil 3:5.) can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses SHOULD/may not be broken, why are you angry AT/with me BECAUSE I MADE/for making a man EVERY WHIT WHOLE/healing the whole man- Hugies on the Sabbath.

Footnote **27 The verses that follow made the Jewish leaders all the more determined to murder Him for calling God His Father, making Himself equal with God, in saying He was carrying on His Father’s work, 5:17-18. The rest of the chapter records the Lord’s reasoning with them and that if only they listened to what Moses etc wrote in the Scriptures they would know God the Father, and know that Jesus, as His Son was in fellowship with Him. By not receiving Him as the Christ, they would miss out on eternal life. 

Jn 9:1-38 AS JESUS PASSED BY/As he went along he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him “MASTER/Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” (Some Rabbis argued that it must be possible for unborn babies to sin, as an explanation of birth defects.) Jesus answered, “… this happened so that the WORKS/work of God might be MADE MANIFEST/displayed in HIM/his life.” Knowing God’s love and wisdom enables us to accept that this potential for good/His glory is  the reason for ALL circumstances, Rom 8:28-30. …” I am the light of the world.” Having said this, he SPAT/spit on the ground, See **14 made CLAY/some mud with the SPITTLE/saliva, and ANOINTED/put it on the man’s eyes. “Go” he told him “wash in the pool of Siloam...” So the man went and washed, and came home seeing… 

They brought to the Pharisees HIM/the man who had been blind. Now the day Jesus... opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath… some of the Pharisees said “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked “How can a sinner do such MIRACLES/miraculous signs?” AND THERE WAS A DIVISION AMONG THEM/So they were divided… the blind man said “He is a prophet.”… 

The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind... **28 His parents FEARED/were afraid... for already the Jews had AGREED/decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue… “GIVE PRAISE TO GOD/Give glory to God,” (= Tell the truth in God’s presence – as to Achan in Josh 7:19.) they said “We know THAT this man is a sinner- Harmartolos… We are disciples of Moses! We know THAT God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we KNOW NOT WHENCE/don’t even know where he comes from.”… Jesus heard... said “Do you believe ON/in the Son of GOD/Man”...  “WHO IS HE LORD/Tell me so that I MIGHT/can believe in him.”…  “Lord I believe,” and he worshipped him. 
Jn 12:37-42 BUT THOUGH HE/Even after Jesus had done SO MANY MIRACLES/all these miraculous signs- Semeion BEFORE THEM/in their presence, they BELIEVED NOT/still would not believe ON/in him. THAT THE SAYING/This was to fulfil the word of Isaiah the prophet “Lord, who has believed our REPORT/message… ?” Isa 53:1. THEREFORE/For this reason they could not believe, because Isaiah said… “He has blinded their eyes and HARDENED/deadened their hearts, so they SHOULD NOT/can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, AND BE CONVERTED/nor turn – and I SHOULD/would heal- Iaomai them. Spiritually, Isa 6:9-10. **29 Cp Mt 13:15. Isaiah said this WHEN/because he saw HIS/Jesus’ glory- Isa 6:1-4 and spoke OF/about him. 
Footnote **28 The Pharisees were determined to prove the miracle a fake. And determined to ignore the man’s joy, and the evidence that Jesus was authorised by God to do what He was doing. And equally determined that anyone who accepted the evidence of the miracle should be punished! This leaves no doubt as to the character of these men, and the reasons why they refused to accept Jesus as their Messiah. Cp Jn 7:47-52; 8:37-59; 9:39-41; Rom 11:25.

Footnote **29 People who read Isa 6:9-10/Jn 12:40 superficially in English may get the impression that it’s saying that God prevented the Jews from understanding the message that was preached to them. So the Jews weren’t to blame for rejecting Jesus. In Hebrew the EFFECT of an action is stated as if it was CAUSED by the action. But in Hebrew it’s clear that Israel’s attitude towards God’s message of mercy was so antagonistic that while some would receive it and be blessed, the majority would persist in unbelief, refuse the mercy, and be hardened. It wouldn’t save them. It would only increase their guilt. But Isaiah and God’s other servants such as Jeremiah were to preach the message throughout Israel until the last city was destroyed and the land emptied in exile – so no audience remained. Cp Jn 15:22-25; Rom 10:15-21; and Heb 4:7 which reminds us that when God’s voice comes to us we either listen, obey and enter into the blessing of rest, or ignore it and are hardened in unbelief and loss.

NEVERTHELESS/Yet at the same time many among the CHIEF RULERS/leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they DID/would not confess HIM/their faith LEST/for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; For they loved the praise OF/from men more than the praise OF/from God. In God’s ordaining, the form in which Messiah presented Himself meant that the majority of religious Jews obsessed with legalistic self-righteousness (Rom 10:1-12; 11:7-11.) inevitably rejected Jesus. But there was also an element of culpability – they chose the approval of men, and their personal comfort, against the voice of  God in their conscience. The whole section sums up the “why” of their rejection of their Messiah. It was necessary for Him to die for our sins as the Lamb of God. Nevertheless their hands were guilty, Acts 2:23.

Lk 13:31-32 Some Pharisees said to him “GET THEE OUT AND DEPART FROM HENCE/Leave this place... Herod WILL/wants to kill you. He replied “Go tell that fox, I will drive out demons and DO CURES/heal- Iasis people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I SHALL BE PERFECTED/will reach my goal”- Teleioo- Complete my work, fulfil my role, perfect what I have come to do… surely no prophet can PERISH/die outside Jerusalem. His lament over Jerusalem follows.

Jn 11:1-5 A man named Lazarus was sick- Astheneo.… his sisters sent word… “Lord, the one you love is sick.”- Astheneo. Jesus… said “This sickness- Astheneia IS NOT UNTO/will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory.”.. Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when He heard that Lazarus was sick- Astheneo he ABODE/stayed where he was two more days. God’s Love for His own is never in doubt. What His Love will move Him to do may be different from what we hope, but we’re always right in bringing the matter to Him, and relying on Him to do what is best.

Jn 11:11-12, 34-43  Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep- Koimamao but I am going there to wake him up… if he sleeps he will get better- Sozo... Lazarus is dead- Apothnesko, and for your sake I am glad I wasn’t there, TO THE INTENT/so that you MAY/might believe… “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see,” they replied. Jesus wept... Some said “Could not this man who opened the eyes of the blind man have … NOT DIED/kept this man from dying” … “he has been there four days”… “Father I thank you that you have heard me. I know that you always hear me, but I said this BECAUSE/for the benefit of the people WHICH STAND BY/standing here, that they may believe you sent me.”… HE/Jesus called with a loud voice “Lazarus come FORTH/out!” HE THAT WAS DEAD/The dead man came FORTH/out.. **30 Note 11:25-27; 12:1-3; 1 Cor 15:51-58; 1 Th 4:13-18; Jude 20-25; Rev 21-22. The message for all God’s people since then is that if He allows Believers to die, they can be certain He will raise them to life, and to the joy and glory of His presence forever. 

Footnote **29 (Continued) The guilty sinfulness of their rejection of the claims of the Lord Jesus is made clear by the statement that their attitude was one of determination to find excuses for rejecting Him. They deliberately closed their eyes to the love and power of God shown in the Lord’s miracles. And when they found He did not follow the petty rules by which THEY defined obedience to the Law they accused Him of being a sinner, in league with the devil and acting under his power. (To do this is the sin that can’t be forgiven as it cuts people off from the work and witness of the Spirit in their hearts and minds. )

Footnote **30 Lk 7:11-15 records the Lord’s compassion for a widow shown in raising her only son to life again. But this is recorded in detail. It was a decaying, four days-after-burial corpse that was restored to life and walked from the tomb alive. It happened close to Jerusalem where it couldn’t be ignored – it would be known to the millions who would come to the Passover. It was just a week or two before the crucifixion and helped to force the Rulers to take action – acknowledge Jesus as Messiah, or murder Him. Their choice is stated in Jn 11:46-57. And that they planned to murder Lazarus to close his witness, Jn 12:9-11.

Hints that Israel Would Fail & be Replaced

(From the beginning, Lk 4:27, alongside the record of Israel’s increasing rejection of Jesus their Messiah is the record of Gentiles or Samaritans who show faith in Him, and appreciation of His actions. While Israel’s leaders quibbled and criticised, the believing response of Non-Jews pointed to the Jewish nation being set aside, and the largely Gentile Church having its era of blessing. And this being on the basis of individuals dealing with God. Only later would Israel welcome its Messiah and received its Kingdom, Mt 19:18; 23:39; Acts 1:6-8; 3:19-21;  Rom 11.)

Mt 8:5-13 a centurion came to him BESEECHING HIM/asking for help. “Lord” he said “My servant lies at home SICK OF THE PALSY/paralysed- Paralutikos and GRIEVOUSLY/in terrible- Deimos TORMENTED/suffering”- Basanizo. And Jesus said to him “I will COME/go and heal”- Therapeuo him. The centurion ANSWERED/replied “I AM NOT WORTHY/do not deserve... SPEAK THE WORD ONLY/just say the word, and my servant will be healed”- Iaomai. Jesus said… “I have not found SO GREAT FAITH... IN ISRAEL/anyone in Israel with such great faith… This hints at the rejection by Israel and the new order under which dealings with God would be by believing individuals only.

    many will come from the east and the west and will SIT DOWN/take their places at the feast with Abraham... in the kingdom of heaven. But the CHILDREN/subjects of the kingdom will be CAST INTO OUTER DARKNESS/thrown outside into the darkness, where there will be weeping (expressing their sorrow and regret at their loss) and gnashing of teeth.” (expressing their continued angry resentment, and rebellion against God. **31

    Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! It will be done just as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed- Iaomai IN THE SELFSAME/At that very hour.

Lk 7:2-10 A centurion’s servant- Doulos .. was sick- Echo Kakos- To have badness – in this case badness of health, and READY TO/was about to die- Teleutao- Come to the end – of life. His sickness was terminal. he sent some elders of the Jews to Jesus BESEECHING/asking him THAT HE WOULD/to come and heal- Diasozo- To save thoroughly – in this case save from the serious illness his servant... Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends SAYING/to say to him “Lord, don’t trouble... But say IN A/the word, and my servant will be healed”- Iaomai... Jesus said, “I tell you I have not found SO/such great faith NO NOT/even in Israel.”.. returning to the house they found the servant WHOLE/well- Hugiaino THAT HAD BEEN SICK- Astheneo.
Mt 15:22-28 a Canaanite woman/OF CANAAN… “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is GRIEVOUSLY VEXED/suffering terribly of Demon possession” He answered “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel... ”It is not right to take the children’s bread and CAST/toss it to THE/their dogs- Kunarion- Little or pet dogs. “TRUTH/Yes Lord,” she said, “but even the dogs- Kunarion eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” **32 

Footnote **31 In Lk 14:21 the invitation to the Heavenly Feast is refused by religious Jews but is welcomed by outcast Jews & undeserving Gentiles who are called the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame. Earlier in 14:13 we’re urged to invite such people to our feasts as we will then be rewarded in Heaven.

Footnote **32 Dogs were unclean animals under Jewish Law. As Gentiles/Non-Jews failed to keep the food laws Jews considered Gentiles to be unclean. Her acceptance of her “unclean in God’s sight” state, was a stepping stone towards her receiving from Him the blessing which she claimed by faith. This pictures the new order where repentant individuals receive Salvation as God’s gift of Grace to undeserving sinners, Eph 2:1-10.

Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! BE IT UNTO THEE EVEN AS THOU WILT/Your request is granted.” And her daughter was MADE WHOLE/healed- Iaomai from that very hour. Mk 6:55-56 Jesus had landed at Gennesaret **33 one of the Gentile border areas of Galilee of the Gentiles Mt 4:15. They ran… and BEGAN TO CARRY/carried the sick- Kakos… they placed the sick- Astheneo in the STREETS/ marketplaces... and AS MANY AS/all who touched him were MADE WHOLE/healed- Sozo. Note the EVERYWHERE, and the ALL who touched. 

Lk 17:12-19 .. ten men… LEPERS/who had leprosy… stood AFAR OFF/at a distance and said “Jesus Master, have MERCY/pity on us.” ... He said... “Go show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed- Katharizo. And one of them when he saw that he was healed- Iaomai TURNED/came back, GLORIFIED/praising God with a loud voice. He FELL DOWN/threw himself at Jesus’ feet GIVING HIM THANKS/and thanked him – and he was a Samaritan. 

Jesus asked “Were not ten cleansed- Katharizo? Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give GLORY/praise to God except this STRANGER/ foreigner?” And he said to him “Rise and go YOUR WAY, your faith has made you WHOLE/well- Sozo- Saved. This suggests that while the others had their leprosy cured, this man may also have had damaged limbs restored to wholeness – saved from the consequences of leprosy, as well as from the disease. It may also mean that he had been spiritually saved, his changed nature being demonstrated by his praise and thanksgiving.

Jn 4:46-53 There was a NOBLEMAN/royal official whose son lay sick- Astheneo at Capernaum... heard Jesus was come... he went and BESOUGHT/begged him to come and heal- Iaomai his son, who was AT THE POINT OF/close to death- Apothnesko “EXCEPT/Unless you people see miraculous signs…,” Jesus told him, “you will NOT/never believe.”… “Sir, come down ERE/before my child dies.” Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live.” 

The man BELIEVED THE WORD/took Jesus at his word and WENT HIS WAY/departed. And as he was GOING DOWN/still on his way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living- Zoe… The fever- Puretos left him yesterday… AT THE SAME HOUR/exact time Jesus said to him “Your son will live.” So he and all his household believed. Cp Acts 16:31-33.

God accepts Israel’s Rejection of Messiah & Kingdom

(Lk 19:11–27 Jesus told the parable of a nobleman going to a distant country, and leaving his servants to be his stewards BEFORE he received his kingdom. This was to correct their idea/expectation that the kingdom was going to come at the present time. Cp Mt 3:9-10. In fact from the Triumphal Entry onwards the Lord, knowing that God’s time for confrontation/ Israel’s time for decision had come, deliberately ceased to take avoiding action. From then on He spoke and acted in ways that forced them either to repent and accept Him, or get rid of Him. 

Mt 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem… how often WOULD I HAVE/I have longed- Thelo- To desire, wish, will, intend. The word expresses both His choice and His earnest efforts to achieve what He wished for them.  to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings AND YOU WOULD NOT/but you were not willing- Thelo. 

Footnote **33 If, as some think, Gennesaret was East of Lake Galilee in the same general area as the incident in Mk 5:1-20 their response may have been the fruit of the witness of the healed demoniac. Most cities of the Decapolis, Mk 5:20, were East of the Lake.

Their persistent will and choice frustrated His. **34 BEHOLD/Look your hou se is left you desolate. For I SAY UNTO/tell you, you will not see me HENCEFORTH/again until you SHALL say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. **35 The crowds of common people, who heard Him gladly, Mk 12:37, had greeted Him with such words as He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, Mt 21:1-11. In Mt 23 our Lord had proclaimed the sin and condemnation of the Pharisees and other religious leaders of Israel who had organised Israel’s national rejection of her Messiah. Cp Mt 27:20-25.

Lk 22:50-51 .. one of them SMOTE/struck the servant of the high priest, AND CUT/cutting off his right ear. Jesus … touched HIS/the man’s ear and healed him- Iaomai. Right to the end the Lord demonstrated that He had come to bless and heal. 

///Not related to sickness/healing, Mt 26:41 Watch and pray so that you ENTER/will not fall into temptation. The spirit INDEED is willing, but the FLESH/body is weak- Asthenes. This is repeated in Mk 14:38. On other occasions words describing sickness are used in illustrations of spiritual truth - Mt 18 and Mk 9 the hand or foot that causes one to sin should be cut off as it’s  better to enter into life maimed- Cholos, or crippled- Kullos Those facing the Lord when He returns in Judgment, Mt 25:36, 39 are said to have VISITED/looked after Him when He was sick- Astheneo, or not done so. In Mt 26:6; Mk 14:3 a householder is referred to as Simon the Leper.///  
Footnote **34 That the sovereign purposes of God in all their wisdom and power can be frustrated by His creature man, shocks us. It should shock us into a realisation of our responsibility. God has made clear in Rom 11:29 that He never takes back His gifts. The Sovereignty that man holds over his own destiny exists under God’s Sovereignty, and because it is God’s Sovereign choice that man should be free to choose. It seems that this is essential for God’s purpose that we should be ultimately in His Image. How could God make us God-like – Gloriously holy by our own nature and choice – against our will! For mankind in general God keeps His purpose stated in Gen 1:26-27, by His prior ordaining that God the Son should die for us, 1 Pet 1:18-20; Rev 13:8. Cp Rom 8:19-21, 29-31; Eph 1:4. In regard to Israel, Rom 11 makes it clear that the irreversibility of God’s gifts and calling frees Israel to choose to reject her Messiah as she did. But equally it guarantees that ultimately – in a day yet to come – God must keep His promise, Ex 6:6-8, etc. Israel as His people will live in their promised land in holy and joyful fellowship with Himself under “David’s Son, their Messiah,” Isa 9:6-7, etc. Our Lord’s refusal to answer the petty charges brought against Him by the governing body of Israel – the Sanhedrin - forced the High Priest to challenge Him with the real issue of Who and what He was. It was His confessing that He was the Son of God their Divine Messiah that freed them to publicly and decisively reject Him, Mt 26:63-67; Lk 22:66-71; Jn 19:15-16. 

Footnote **35 Our Lord makes TWO clear points:

1. He has offered Himself as their Messiah in accordance with God’s will. They have rejected Him. He will therefore withdraw Himself, and withdraw the offer. They will not see Him again as a possible Messiah. His next public appearance will be a public rejection and crucifixion, Lk 19:14; Jn 19:15.

2. Although God accepts their verdict, and in spite of their rejection, God’s purposes for Israel and promises to them remain. At some time in the future. They – national Israel, under their leaders – will see Him again as a possible Messiah and will greet Him with cries of delighted acceptance. And so national Israel – their unbelief and rebellion put behind them - will be saved, Rom 11:25-32.  After His resurrection it seems that no unbeliever saw him, nor had the chance to welcome Him. The rejection of Christ by Israel continued throughout the book of Acts, and in the years since then. At no time has there been a fulfilment of these words – on no occasion has Israel greeted Jesus Christ with the shout  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” So that must happen some time in the future. 

Romans chapter 11 spells out this situation in plain words that only sinful prejudice can reject. Stage 1 – Israel in unbelief rejects her Messiah and that brings God’s blessings out into the world of the Gentiles/Non Jews, without their keeping the Law. Salvation is offered freely to everyone as a gift of grace, to be received by faith. Stage 2. As Israel in pride lapsed into unbelief, so the professing church will in pride lapse into unbelief. Their failure will open the door of God’s blessing to Israel. Israel’s acceptance of Christ, Then He as God’s triumphant Messiah, will open to the world at large a far greater era of blessing than was opened at Pentecost when Israel rejected Christ, Rom 11:12, 15. The rejection of Israel and the restoration of Israel are stated as history – one past, one future history. Much of Isa 60-66, and Zech 12, 13, 14, talks about that day when He will return in power and glory. The Kingdom will come THEN!

The Modified Commission for the Disciples

(In commissioning His disciples the Lord no longer delegates power as He did in Mt 10:1. Instead He holds all power and is always present with His servants. There is no mention of miracle-working or any non-spiritual aspect of the Kingdom. The Lord’s servants are sent to the whole world, not just to Jews as in Mt 10:5:6. Their work is stated in general terms so that in all ages and in all cultures God’s servants are free to adjust methods to suit the work. )

Mt 28:18-20. The Risen Lord speaks to the eleven disciples, plus perhaps the 500 of 1 Cor 15:6. Along with those in Mk 16 and Acts 1 these are His final commands, to be carried out until He returns. All POWER/authority- Exousia- Authorised power in heaven and in earth Is given UNTO/to me. He is the ultimate source of all the orders we are called to obey, and there is no possibility that He will not be able to empower us to do His will.

Therefore go and TEACH/make disciples- Matheteuo- To make or teach Mathetes- Disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy GHOST/Spirit. God the Holy Spirit is responsible for the new birth of all who believe the Gospel/are born again, Jn 3:5-8, 16. He baptises every one of them into the body of Christ, the Church, and sustains them there, 1 Cor 12:13. No mere human can do any of that. But God’s human servants are to accept  responsibility to live as they should in disciplined obedience to the revealed will of the Lord their Saviour. And to confess their new faith and state in Christ, and their associations with the visible church of God’s people, by being baptised in water. The convert to Christ confesses in baptism that he accepts his position as being dead to the old life, its desires and ways, and being risen with Christ into a new life in Christ. And he faces the never-ending task of coming to know and enjoy – and teach – the fullness of that life, Jn 10:10; Eph 1:15-26; 3:14-21; Col 2:10-14 etc. “teaching them to obey ALL THINGS/everything I have commanded you.  And to make success in that task possible and certain, LO I AM/surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the WORLD/age. **36 With them invisibly until the new age starts with His physical return to earth to reign in triumphant power and glory.

Mk 16:15-18. (This section isn’t in the oldest manuscripts, and in other early ones it’s there in a shorter or longer form. But even if it wasn’t in Mark’s original Gospel in this form we must pay attention to it as an ancient understanding of our Lord’s final orders.) He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the GOSPEL/good news to EVERY CREATURE/all creation.” (as in Mt 28:19) HE THAT BELIEVETH/Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved, but HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT/whoever does not believe will be DAMNED/condemned. (As in Mt 28:19 Believers- those who become disciples – are to be baptised. Unbelievers, whether baptised – as Simon the sorcerer/magician was, Acts 8:13-23 - or not, are under God’s Judgment condemnation.)

And these signs will FOLLOW/accompany them that believe. In my name SHALL they will CAST/drive out demons- as in Acts 5:16; 8:7; 9:12. they will speak WITH/in new tongues- as in Acts 2:4-12 where many people heard messages from God in their own native languages. Presumably it was the same in Samaria, 8:17. In Acts 10:44-47 while Peter was speaking the Holy Spirit FELL/came on all who head the WORD/message … they heard them SPEAK WITH/speaking in tongues and praising God. As their tongues-speaking was identical with that in Acts 2:4-12 Peter rightly recognised that as they had been baptised with the Spirit, he and those with him were responsible to baptise the hearers in water. Acts 11:13-17 confirms this. Acts 19:6 gives a similar experience by Jews, or Jewish proselytes, who had been baptised by John, but had not even heard that 

Footnote **36 That's His orders for us – In contrast to Mt 10:1-8 there is no Kingdom to proclaim - Preach the Gospel & build His church. Not limited to Jews - preach world-wide. No power given us - Christ holds all power, & He is with us. No command to work miracles - simply to teach His Word - He would do the rest. 

    there was a Holy Spirit. Something called a “Gift of Tongues” was both popular at Corinth and a problem that had to be curtailed. If interested in following this matter up, ask for the Commentary on 1 Corinthians listed on the last page of this booklet.

They will take up SERPENTS/snakes- as in Acts 28:3-6. And if they drink any deadly THING/poison, it will not hurt them- There is no record of this happening. And neither of these things should be done on purpose – we’re not commanded to be snake-charmers! they will LAY/place hands on sick- Arrhostos and they will RECOVER/get well- Echo Kalos as in Acts 3:1-4:12; 5:12-16; 9:36-42; 14:8-11; 19:11-12; Acts 28:7-9. Some had Gifts of healing 1 Cor 12:9, 28, 30. 
The writer of Hebrews 2:1-4, looking back on the events in Acts, etc, writes in the PAST tense How shall we escape if we NEGLECT/ignore SO/such a great salvation… at first SPOKEN/announced by the Lord, AND confirmed to us by THEM THAT/those who heard him. God also BEARING WITNESS/testified to it BOTH WITH/by signs- Semeion- Signs that He had sent them and that He was with them, as a warning to take the Gospel message seriously. AND wonders- Teras, and.. DIVERS/various miracles, and gifts of the Holy GHOST/Spirit, distributed according to his OWN will - as in Mt 28:19, all authority is held in the Lord’s hands. He decided when miracles (and what miracles) would be granted to accredit the Messenger and the message they brought. His servants needed to be aware of His will, and claim the miracles by faith. The messengers are long dead. The Message brought by those accredited Apostles and Prophets is contained in the pages of the NT. There is no NEED for the Lord to authenticate it again. There is no PROMISE for us to claim, that He will add further accrediting as His servants proclaim that message. It would be very convenient and helpful (in the face of total ignorance on pioneer mission fields, for instance) if He chose to support present day preaching in some such way – but it’s entirely a matter for His choosing to do so, if ever.

Acts 1:6-9 When they WERE COME/came together they asked him, “Lord, WILT THOU/Are you at this time going to restore AGAIN the kingdom to Israel? And take it out of the hands of Rome. He said to them; “It is not for you to know the times- Chronos- Chronological time, time on the calendar of history. or SEASONS/dates- Kairos- Seasonal times, the distinctive stage in history when God’s intervention will be appropriate. the Father has PUT IN HIS/set by his own POWER/authority- Exousia. The Lord will keep the promises He made in Isa 55-66, Zech 12-14, etc, in His own good time. It’s not our business, or the main subject of our message. We have no right to claim Kingdom rights or blessings until the King returns. We are to witness to Him in the world that still rejects Him, not govern it. Cp the contrast between servants (us) and citizens (the people of the world) who continue to hate Him, Lk 19:12-27.

But you will receive power- Dunamis- Energy, be energised, given power to do the work God has committed into our hands. NOT the authority power- Exousia, as in Mt 10:1; 28:18, to decide what work should be done. When the Holy GHOST/Spirit IS/has come upon you, As in Acts 2, 1 Cor 12:13. And you will be WITNESSES UNTO ME/my witnesses- His spokesmen preached Christ Jesus, crucified, risen, etc, Acts 2:22-40; 3:17-26; 8:5, 35; 9:20; 17:18; Rom 15:19; 1 Cor 1:23-24; 15:12, etc

Jerusalem… Judea… Samaria and to the UTTERMOST PART/ends of the earth. They were to start right where they were at conversion, before being guided by the Lord into any wider sphere. 1 Cor 7:18-24 supports the idea of us remaining with God wherever He had placed us when we were converted, loyally witnessing there unless and until we are driven out by circumstances or His guidance.

This Commission makes no promise that the Lord will heal all who ask. And from this time on no one is recorded as preaching an offer of Healing.  

The Disciples’ Response, in the book of ACTS

A sort of Kingdom Twilight – a transitional fading of Kingdom ideas as the nature of the church was increasing clarified. It had taken time for them to adjust to the truth that Christ the Messiah must Die and Rise again before He would Reign, Mt 16:16-24, etc. Now it took them time to adjust to the fact that under the Gospel they were to preach to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews, and that Law-keeping had now no special importance. Their interest was in Israel’s Kingdom, Acts 1:6-7; 2:22-24, 32-33, 36-39; 21:20-26. (It’s obvious that the non-Jews were, at first, on a distant fringe of Peter’s thinking, Acts 10:1-11:21; 15:1-31; Gal 2:1-21, etc.) At first there was an appeal to the nation and its rulers to repent of their rejection of Jesus the Christ, and look for His God-ordained return from Heaven to set up the Kingdom, and grant them its blessings. But there was a decreasing emphasis on it. The stoning of Stephen seems to mark the final rejection by the Sanhedrin on behalf of the Jewish nation. Paul continued to offer the Gospel to the Jews first as an acknowledgement of their priority in God’s purposes, but there’s a finality in his verdict in Acts 28:23-28.)

Acts 2:21-24 The first Sermon offers Salvation to all mankind, WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL/Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. This is the Gospel of the Grace of God in Christ Jesus as Paul preached in Romans – See Rom 10:1-13. This Gospel is based on the person and work of Christ – Jesus… a man APPROVED/ accredited of God AMONG/to you by miracles… and signs which God did IN THE MIDST OF/among you THROUGH/by him, Jn 10:37-38; 14:10 HIM BEING DELIVERED/This man was handed over to you by God’s DETERMINATE COUNSEL/ set purpose and foreknowledge; As in Rom 5:6; Rev 13:8, BY WICKED HANDS/with the help of wicked men CRUCIFIED AND SLAIN/put him to death by nailing him to the cross. WHOM/But God raised him from the dead. Paul confirms that this is the basis of the Gospel, 1 Cor 1:23; 15:3-4 

Acts 2:36-41 God has made Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ… Repent and be baptised, every one of you – Under the Gospel, salvation is an individual matter, and every one is equally in need of repenting/turning to the Lord, and receiving Him/trusting themselves to His care. The Lord foretold this in Jn 3:1-17. It follows the world’s ignoring His coming and Jews’ rejection of Him, Jn 1:10-14. Cp Paul’s words Acts 17:30-31; 28:21-28. For the REMISSION/forgiveness of sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy GHOST/Spirit. Acts 2:36, 38. These are key blessings received by all Christians. SAVE YOURSELVES/be saved from this UNTOWARD/corrupt generation. Israel had crucified Jesus. They could no longer claim anything from God as Jews. As individuals they must disassociate themselves from the action of their nation and be baptised in the name of the rejected Jesus. THEY THAT/Those who GLADLY RECEIVED/ accepted his WORD/message were baptised in obedience to Mt 28:19, Acts 2:38-41. These then became active joyful members of the Church fellowship.

Forgiveness of sins is offered to the repentant in the name of the rejected, absent King. In this proclamation of spiritual Salvation there is no mention of physical blessings - Healing, etc - while Messiah absent. While this message leads quite naturally to the Gospel proclaimed down to today, some features show Peter had still in mind something of Israel’s hope for the Kingdom. 

Acts 3:2-3, 6-8, 11-16 Now a man LAME/crippled- Cholos from HIS MOTHER’S WOMB/birth was being carried to the temple… to beg from THEM THAT ENTERED THE TEMPLE/those going into the temple courts. When he saw Peter and John about to enter- Christian Jews continued to use the temple property, and take part in the worship held at the temple, at least until Acts 21:20-26. And probably until its destruction in AD 70. Peter said... “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth RISE UP AND walk. Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up- Egeiro and instantly the man’s feet and ANKLE BONES/ankles RECEIVED STRENGTH/became strong- Stereoo AND LEAPING UP/He jumped to his feet and WALKED/began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and LEAPING/jumping, and praising God. … AS THE LAME MAN WHICH WAS HEALED- Iaomai ... the people were astonished and came running... Peter.. said “Why does this surprise you…. The God of Abraham.. has glorified his SON/servant- Pais- Servant or Son. Jesus. You DELIVERED UP/handed him over to be killed, and DENIED/disowned him before Pilate… You killed the PRINCE/author of life, WHOM/but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this… It is Jesus’ name, and the faith that comes through him that has given this PERFECT SOUNDNESS/complete healing- Holokleria. God’s healing is total – is any case of mere improvement recorded? Peter uses this miracle as a witness to them that Jesus is, right now, the Saviour of repentant sinners. And will save them if they turn to Him in repentance, and renounce Israel’s rejection of their Messiah. 

Acts 3:19-26 In response to the excitement generated by the miraculous healing of the lame man, Peter doesn’t say “All sick people could be healed like this,” instead he proclaims Repent… BE CONVERTED/turn to God so that your sins may be BLOTTED/wiped out- the normal offer of the Gospel. But it’s followed by an offer of the Kingdom that fits with the Lord’s words to the Christ-rejecting rulers of Israel in Mt 23:39; 26:64. His brief promise is expanded and explained by Paul in Rom 11. WHEN/that times of refreshing- Anapauxis- Recovery of breath, revival, rest from an undesirable situation - that of Israel’s alienation from God - His promise and purposes. SHALL/may come from the PRESENCE OF THE Lord. AND HE/ SHALL/that he may send JESUS the CHRIST WHICH BEFORE WAS has been PREACHED- Prokerusso To preach before. [RT]. [Nes] has a rather similar word which means “before appointed” Hence NIV appointed. The Lord was both heralded AND appointed in God’s purposes as Messiah, David’s son to rule from Jerusalem over the world in righteousness and peace. God’s blessing to Israel, and through them to the whole world, as in Isaiah 9:6-7 etc. WHOM THE HEAVEN/He must RECEIVE/remain- Dechomai- To receive or accept deliberately. There’s nothing casual or accidental about the Lord being in heaven as Peter was preaching. That was the right thing. The thing ordained by God in His eternal purposes. In heaven until THE TIMES OF/time comes for God to RESTITUTION/restore- Apokatastasis- Apo- Back again. Kathistemi- To set in order. It was used of restoring estates to the rightful owner, and of balancing accounts. ALL THINGS/everything WHICH GOD HAS SPOKEN/as he promised BY THE MOUTH OF/through his holy prophets SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN/long ago. For Moses TRULY said “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your BRETHREN/own people. You SHALL/must HEAR/listen to HIM… or be DESTROYED/cut off from among his people.” This echoes the “Repent.. the Kingdom is near.” of Mk 1:15, etc. Peter makes it clear that he is talking about the fulfilment of ALL the prophecies from Moses to Malachi. But while the Lord is in Heaven the promise of world-wide blessing from Abraham had already begun to be fulfilled in a different – a spiritual - sense than that of the Millennial kingdom. **37 By His Holy Spirit Jesus is already being offered as Saviour in the preaching of the Gospel. Those who share Abraham’s faith, are already receiving the blessing of being Abraham’s seed in a sense no unbelieving Jew is, Jn 8:33-44; Gal 3:28-29.

Footnote **37 Our Lord’s last words to us are that for every Christian today, matters of God restoring the Kingdom to Israel are peripheral, Acts 1:6-9. We must not dare to pretend to understand the what, when, and why of that Kingdom, and quarrel with each other about those details. Nor must we dare to dismiss the many “Kingdom” promises for Israel in the closing chapters of Isaiah, Zechariah etc by spiritualising them out of existence and applying them to the Church. Peter says God will fulfil them ALL. Paul explains how Israel and the Church fit together in Rom 11. John in Rev 20  tells how this world will be a “serpent-less Eden” for 1000 years. We must look to the Lord to fulfil ALL HIS PROMISES, and set our minds to the task that is given to us.

The development of Peter’s understanding of the Gospel he preached is seen in Acts 10-11, and 15. But in this booklet our attention must return to the subject of healing. 

Acts 4:8-22 Peter, filled with the Holy GHOST/Spirit, said to them; “Rulers… If we are being EXAMINED/called to account today for an act of kindness DONE/shown to the IMPOTENT MAN/a cripple- Asthenes, and are asked how he IS MADE WHOLE/was healed- Sozo… it is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you WHOLE/healed- Hugies. This is the stone SET AT NOUGHT/you builders rejected… become THE HEAD OF THE CORNER/capstone... NEITHER IS/Salvation found in ANY OTHER no one else...” When they saw the BOLDNESS/courage of Peter and John … they took KNOWLEDGE/note that THEY/these men had been with Jesus. Jesus they had crucified. But the miracle of healing, and the witness of the Apostles was a continuation of the witness of the Lord Jesus that He was the Messiah and Saviour. And they had still to face the question “What will I do with Jesus?” AND BEHOLDING/But since they could see the man who had been healed- Therapeuo standing there with them, THEY COULD SAY NOTHING AGAINST IT/there was nothing they could say… They ordered them to withdraw… conferred... “What SHALL WE DO/are we going to do with these men.. ALL THEM THAT DWELL/everybody living in Jerusalem knows that they have done an outstanding miracle- Dunamai and we cannot deny it.” The honest response would have been to repent and acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah/Christ. Perhaps their refusal to do this was their final rejection. They.. commanded them not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus… all the people GLORIFIED/were praising God… For the man who was THIS MIRACLE/ miraculously- Semeion- A sign. OF HEALING/healed- Iasis was over forty years old.

In response the Apostles chose to obey God, Acts 4:19-20 – the command of Jesus Acts 1:8, and prayed, Lord, BEHOLD/consider their THREATENINGS/threats and GRANT/enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. BY STRETCHING FORTH/Stretch out your hand to heal- Iasis and perform signs- Semeion and wonders- Teras through the name of your holy CHILD/servant- Pais Jesus. The verse that follows tells how God answered their heart’s desire and prayer. We too need to face facts and ask in faith that we may be empowered to do the Lord’s will. It is only as we are emptied of self that the Holy Spirit can fill us. Cp Eph 5:9-21; 6:10-20; Col 3:1-17. Our being crucified with Christ is essential for Him to be free to work effectively through us, Gal 2:20.

Acts 5:11-17 Ananaias & Sapphira had Miraculously died at Peter’s word. Great fear CAME UPON/seized ALL/the whole church and AS MANY AS/all who heard… BY The HANDS OF THE/Apostles performed many miraculous signs- Semeion  and wonders- Teras among the people… believers were added to the Lord… people brought FORTH the sick- Asthenes into the streets and laid them on beds and COUCHES/mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might OVERSHADOW/fall on them as he passed by. Crowds gathered also from the towns… bringing their sick- Asthenes and those VEXED/tormented- Ochleo- Mobbed, harassed, by UNCLEAN/evil- Akathartos spirits, and all of them were healed- Therapeuo. Then the High priest.. and Sadducees were filled with jealousy. 

Acts 8:5-8 Phillip went to THE/a city OF/in Samaria, and PREACHED/proclaimed- Kerusso the Christ… HEARING/heard Phillip and SEEING/saw the MIRACLES/ miraculous signs- Semeion he did… GAVE HEED/paid great attention… With shrieks UNCLEAN/evil- Akathartos spirits came out of many, and many WITH PALSIES/paralytics- Paraluo, and LAME/cripples- Cholos were healed- Therapeuo, As in Jerusalem among the Jews, here among the Samaritans it would be obvious that this was a continuation of the work which Jesus and His disciples had done before the crucifixion. God saw to it that the continuity - His authorisation of their message – was made clear, Heb 2:1-4. and there was great joy in that city.  

Acts 9:9, 17-18 In Saul’s case it seems that God’s intervention followed the pattern common in the OT – that of Judgment action bringing repentance, followed by restoration to blessing and growth in fellowship with God. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink… Ananias... PUTTING/Placing his hands on Saul, he said “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus… has sent me so that you may RECEIVE THY SIGHT/see again and be filled with the Holy GHOST/Spirit." Immediately something like scales fell from Saul’s’ eyes, and he RECEIVED SIGHT/could see again. He AROSE/got up and was baptised. 

Acts 9:33-35 Peter **38 at Lydda. found a man named Aeneas SICK OF THE PALSY/a paralytic- Paralutikos… bedridden for eight years. “Aeneas,” Peter said to him “Jesus Christ MAKES YOU WHOLE/heals- Iaomai you. Get up- Anistemi  and MAKE/take care of your BED/mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. Cp Mt 9:6; Jn 5:9, but in Acts there is no record of arguments about healing on the Sabbath. The witness to the power of the risen Christ and the truth of the Gospel was effective. 

Acts 9:37-41- Dorcas WAS/became sick- Astheneo and died... Peter PUT/sent them all FORTH/out of the room, Cp Mt 9:24, then KNEELED DOWN/got down on his knees and prayed. Turning to THE BODY/dead woman- Soma- Body. At that point of time the body was a body – not as a person. This may be a useful point to us, if we live in a culture where it is customary to think of the body in a way which suggests the person is still present. he said “Tabitha, ARISE/get up.”– Anistemi. She opened her eyes, and WHEN SHE SAW/seeing Peter she sat up- Anaphero. He took her by the hand and LIFTED HER UP/helped her to her feet… presented her to them alive. Again the result was an effective witness.

It needed a special revelation from the Lord, and a special request from the Gentile Cornelius, to launch Peter and the Jerusalem church into obeying the Lord’s command to witness beyond the Jews. He speaks cautiously and rationally but is amazed that God breaks in before he has completed his message.

Acts 10:36-39 You know the WORD/message God sent to the CHILDREN/people of Israel, PREACHING/telling the PEACE/good news- Evaggelizo  of peace- Eirene-through Jesus Christ- Christos- The Anointed, the Messiah, who is Lord of all.. THE WORD/You know WHICH WAS PUBLISHED/what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism John preached – how God anointed- Chrio- This marked Him the Christos- Anointed One, Messiah, Christ Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy GHOST/Spirit- Mt 3:16-17 and with power- Dunamis- This confirms the statements of the true humanity of the Lord Jesus – that, at least in some sense, as man He lived and did His work, not in His own inherent power, but, as we must, Acts 1:8, in obedience to the Father, the written Word of God, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, - Jn 12:49; 14:10; 15:7-10; 17:14-18; Heb 2:10-11, 17; 9:14; 1 Jn 4:17,  who went about doing good and healing- Iaomai all who were OPPRESSED BY/under the power of- Katadunasteuo- To exercise dominion, oppress  the devil, because God was with him. And we are witnesses..

Footnote **38  If you often feel, as I do, that we may be showing a presumptuous lack of respect by not using the title APOSTLE Peter the usage of Scripture is reassuring. 

Acts 13:11 Paul to Elymas. ”Now BEHOLD the hand of the Lord is UPON/against you. You SHALL BE/are going to be blind, and for a SEASON/time”- Kairos – Appropriate time or season. … Immediately mist and darkness FELL ON/came over him, and he WENT/groped about seeking SOME/someone to lead him by the hand. This convinced Sergius Paulus, who became a Believer. Being struck with disability as a Judgment-punishment is common in the OT but the only other occasion where it’s clearly stated in the NT is in the PRE-Christ stage, in Lk 1:22 Zachariah remained SPEECHLESS/unable to speak- Kophos. 

Acts 14:8- At Lystra there sat a man IMPOTENT/crippled- Adunatos in his feet, BEING A/who was CRIPPLE/lame- Cholos from birth and had never walked. He HEARD PAUL SPEAK/listened to Paul as he was speaking. WHO STEADFASTLY BEHOLDING/Paul looked directly at him, PERCEIVING/and saw that he had faith to be healed- Sozo. SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE/And called out “Stand UPRIGHT/up on your feet!” At that the man LEAPED/jumped up and began to walk. To us this seems an effective witness to the Gospel – but note the counter-swing.

Acts 19:11-12 God WROUGHT SPECIAL MIRACLES/did extraordinary things- Dunamis- Works of power. BY THE HANDS OF/through Paul. So that even handkerchiefs and aprons that FROM HIS BODY/had touched him BROUGHT/were taken to the sick- Astheneo, and their DISEASES/illnesses- Nosos DEPARTED/were cured- Apallasso- To change, release, depart and the evil spirits WENT OUT/left them- Exerchomai.
Acts 20:9-12  records Paul taking up and embracing the dead Eutychus after he had fallen from the third story. Paul assured them that the young man’s life was still in him, and indeed the young man was restored to life.

Acts 28:8-9 His (Publius) father was sick in bed- Katakeimai and suffering from a fever- Puretos and A BLOODY FLUX/dysentery- Dusenteria. Paul ENTERED/went in to see him and PRAYED/after prayer, LAID/placed his hands on him and healed- Iaomai him. When this WAS DONE/happened, OTHERS ALSO WHICH HAD/the rest of the DISEASES/sick- Astheneia  on the island came and were HEALED/cured- Therapeuo. The Jews had in the OT been promised miraculous signs to accredit their Messiah to them, and they felt a particular need for signs, 1 Cor 1:22. But that God granted miraculous healings at Lystra, Ephesus, and Malta shows that God also used miracles to confirm the Gospel of the Grace of God to Gentiles also.

Acts 28:23-28- Paul EXPOUNDED/explained… to them the kingdom of God – Presumably its Past, Present, and Future, PERSUADING THEM CONCERNING/tried to convince them about Jesus, OUT OF/from the Law of Moses, and from the Prophets… Some BELIEVED/were convinced... others would not… they DEPARTED/began to leave after Paul had SPOKEN ONE WORD/made this final statement. “WELL SPOKE/The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said through Isaiah the prophet “Go to this people and say “HEARING YE SHALL NOT HEAR/You will be ever hearing …  LEST/Otherwise they might see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and I would heal- Iasis them… the Salvation of God is sent to the Gentiles- See Jn 12:39-40 and Footnote **29

These verses make a fitting closing note to the last recorded appeal to Jews as being “Special” in the sight of God, or having a special relationship with Him

Spiritual Health is the Concern in Epistles

(This is seen clearly when the Appendix is studied. Note that Asthenes and Astheneo, often used for weakness caused by SICKNESS/DISEASE in the Gospels are now used generally for SPIRITUAL weakness. (Although Rom 4:19 talks of Abraham’s physical weakness- Astheneo. Acts records Peter’s progress in understanding the distinctive nature of the Christian Gospel (Eg Acts 15) we’re called to preach. And the position and responsibilities of God’s Children as serving an absent and rejected Lord with no special privileges or rights in this world. The Apostle Paul saw this, Gal 2:20; Eph 2:6; Phil 3:20-21, in sharp focus as He had been given a special revelation, Eph 3:1-10, etc.)

Rom 5:6 When we were WITHOUT STRENGTH/powerless- Asthenes, Christ died for the ungodly. 

Rom 6:19 I SPEAK AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN/put this in human terms because OF THE /you are INFIRMITY/weak- Astheneia in your FLESH/yourselves- Sarx.

Rom 8:3 what the Law COULD NOT/was powerless to do, in that it was WEAK/ weakened- Astheneo through the flesh.

Rom 8:26 LIKEWISE/In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our INFIRMITIES/ weakness- Astheneia. We KNOW NOT/do not know what we SHOULD/ought to pray for.

Rom 14:1-2  Accept him THAT IS WEAK IN THE FAITH/whose faith is weakA- Astheneo… another man WHO/whose faith is weak- Astheneo, eats only HERBS/vegetables.

Rom 14:21 It is GOOD/better not to eat FLESH/meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother TO STUMBLE/fall OR IS MADE WEAK- Astheneo.

1 Cor 1:24-27 Christ the power- Dunamis of God, and the wisdom of God. For… the weakness- Asthenes of God is strongerI- Ischuros than MEN/man’s strength….  God HATH CHOSEN/chose the foolish things… God HATH CHOSEN/chose the weak- Asthenes things of the world to CONFOUND/shame the strong- Ischuros.

1 Cor 2:3 I WAS WITH/came to you in weakness–Astheneia and fear and with much trembling- After his beating and expulsion from Philippi, escaping from Thessalonica and Berea, and mockery in Athens - so not necessarily sickness.

1 Cor 4:10  We are fools for CHRIST’S SAKE/Christ but you are so wise in Christ. We are weak- Asthenes, but you are strong- Ischuros.

1 Cor 8:7-12 HOWBEIT/But not EVERY MAN/everyone knows this. Some… when they eat such food think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is weak- Asthenes, it is defiled…  TAKE HEED/Be careful… that YOUR LIBERTY/the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak- Astheneo.. For if ANY MAN/anyone with a weak- Asthenes conscience sees you who have this knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, won’t he be emboldened to eat what has been OFFERED/sacrificed to idols. So this weak- Astheneo brother for whom Christ died, PERISH/is destroyed through your knowledge. When you sin against THE BRETHREN/your brothers in this way and wound their weak- Astheneo conscience, you sin against Christ.

1 Cor 9:22 To the weak- Astneneo I became weak- Astheneo, to GAIN/win the weak- Astheneo. I AM MADE/have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.

1 Cor 11:29-31 For anyone… eats and drinks DAMNATION/judgment on himself. FOR THIS CAUSE/That is why many among you are weak- Astheneo and SICKLY/sick- Arrhostos, and a number of you have fallen asleep- Koimao- used of normal sleep, and of God’s people being dead in Mt 27:52, Jn 11:11; Acts 7:60; 13:36; 1 Cor 7:39; 15:6, 18, 20, 51 etc. The indifference of some Corinthian Believers to the Lord, and to each other, that moved them to change the Lord’s Supper into greedy, selfish feasting, 1 Cor 11:17-34, brought them under God’s judgment in the form of physical sickness and death. if we judged ourselves we would not come under judgment.

1 Cor 12:9, 28, 30 To another the gifts of healing- Iama…… then gifts of HEALINGS/ healings- Iama…… Have all the gifts of healing?- Iama. Among the gifts that Paul said might exist at Corinth at the time of his letter was a gift of exercising obedient faith in God’s revealed purpose when God chose to heal someone’s physical illness by a miracle. This chapter makes it clear that any and all the giftedness that God has placed in any church congregation, comes from His hand, according to His choice, and for His purposes. Jealousy, pride, or rivalry between members of any church congregation is ridiculous and mutually destructive.

1 Cor 12:22 Those parts of the body that seem to be FEEBLE/weaker- Asthenes are NECESSARY/indispensable. In our physical body we’re inclined to ignore the essential but hidden members – liver, pancreas, thyroid and pituitary glands etc. In the same way we’re tempted to ignore the members of the Lord’s body, who in the local church, keep it functioning by their prayers, and, as “Helps” are sensitive to the needs of others and give loving help. 

    The Corinthians rated highly the showy gift of “tongues.” We tend to rate highly what we call “Pulpit Ministry,” or decision-making. If we believe what this verse says, the idea that the “Traditional Bible-obeying” church, by excluding women from these,  excluded women from the IMPORTANT ministry would be questioned. 

1 Cor 15:43 (The Christian’s body) It is sown in weakness- Astheneia, it is raised in power- Dunamis. The contrast is between weakness and power, not between weakness and health. While Astheneia is used of sickness and disability in the Gospels, Lk 5:15, 8:2; 13:11, etc it’s the restoration to function that seems to be the main emphasis here, as in OT.

2 Cor 10:10 For some say “His letters are weighty and POWERFUL/forceful- Ischuros, but his BODILY PRESENCE/in person he is WEAK/unimpressive- Astheneo and his SPEECH/speaking CONTEMPTIBLE/amounts to nothing.”

2 Cor 11:20-21 .. If… takes advantage of you, or EXALT HIMSELF/pushes himself forward or SMITE/slaps you in the face… I admit that we HAD BEEN/were too weak- Astheneo for that.

2 Cor 11:29-30 Who is weak- Astheneo, and I AM NOT/do not feel weak- Astheneo? Who is OFFENDED/led into sin , and I do not inwardly burn? If I must GLORY/boast, I will GLORY/boast of the things WHICH CONCERN/that show my INFIRMITIES/ weakness- Astheneia. His humiliating escape from Damascus.

2 Cor 12:5 .. I will not GLORY/boast about myself, except to boast about my INFIRMITIES/weakness- Astheneia.

2 Cor 12:9-10 He said to me my grace is sufficient for you, for my STRENGTH/power- Dunamis is made perfect in weakness- Astheneia. Therefore I will GLORY/boast … about my INFIRMITIES/weakness- Astheneia, THAT/so Christ’s power- Dunamis may rest on me… for Christ’s sake I TAKE PLEASURE/delight in INFIRMITIES/ weaknesses- Astheneia… For when I am weak- Astheneo, then am I strong- Dunatos.
2 Cor 13:3-4, 9 Since you SEEK/are demanding proof that Christ is speaking through me. WHICH TO YOU-WARD/He is not weak- Astheneo in dealing with you. but is MIGHTY IN/powerful among- Dunateo you. FOR THOUGH/to be sure he was crucified THROUGH/in weakness- Astheneia yet He lives in God’s power- Dunamis . Likewise we are weak- Astheneo in Him, yet by God’s power- Dunamis we will live with Him TOWARD/to serve you… For we are glad WHEN/whenever we are weak- Astheneo but you are strong- Dunatos; and THIS ALSO WE WISH/our prayer is for your perfection- Katartisis- Thorough equipment.  

Gal 4:9 now that you HAVE KNOWN/know God – or rather are known by God – how is it that you TURN/are turning back AGAIN to those weak- Asthenes and BEGGARLY/ miserable- Ptochos To crouch as a beggar, impoverished ELEMENTS/ principles- Stoicheion WHEREUNTO YOU DESIRE/Do you wish to be BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE/enslaved by them all over again?
Gal 4:13 As you know it was THROUGH INFIRMITY OF THE FLESH/ because of an illness- Astheneia that I first preached the Gospel to you. Perhaps he had intended to pass through their district to the next big town, but ill-health forced him to stop with them for some time. And my TEMPTATION IN THE FLESH/illness was a trial to you– Peirasmos you did not DESPISE/treat me with contempt NOR REJECTED/or scorn.. KJV applies Peirasmos– Trial, testing. to Paul’s illness. NIV suggests it was Paul’s illness that tested them/ their attitude.

Phil 2:26 (Epaphroditus) he… WAS FULL OF HEAVINESS/is distressed because you heard HE HAD BEEN/was SICK/ill- Astheneo. Indeed he was SICK/ill- Astheneo, and NIGH UNTO DEATH/almost died. But God had mercy on him, and… also on me..

Col 4:14 Our BELOVED/dear friend Luke the PHYSICIAN/doctor- Iatros. Luke was valued for his medical skills, and not merely for his qualities as a person, or as a Christian. Some today would have expected Paul to take with him someone with the gift of miraculous healing, People with the gift of healing existed at the time, but obviously didn’t oust those with secular training. And there is no suggestion that they could heal when they chose to..

1 Th 5:14 W We EXHORT/urge you BRETHREN/brothers, warn THEM THAT/those who are UNRULY/idle… SUPPORT/help the weak- Asthenes be patient TOWARD ALL/ with everyone.

1 Tim 2:15 ..NOTWITHSTANDING SHE/but women will be saved- Sozo IN/through child bearing – if they continue in faith, CHARITY/love and holiness with SOBRIETY/ propriety. **40 
1 Tim 5:23 DRINK NO MORE/Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine FOR/because of your STOMACH’S SAKE/stomach and your OFT INFIRMITIES/ frequent illnesses- Astheneia. Timothy isn’t told to exercise faith and claim healing. He’s urged to add a little wine to each glass of water to wipe out disease bacteria, etc. God can protect us, but it’s normal for us to take the reasonable precautions available to us. **41

Footnote **40 The fall/rebellion resulted in heavy work for Adam/men, and distress in bearing children for Eve/women, Gen 3:16-19. Some suggest that as “The childbearing” of Mary the mother of the Lord has greatly improved the position of women in all societies influenced by the Gospel, it means that. It seems to me to say that the confident trust in God, and the knowledge that He is with her, will steady and comfort the Christian mother-to-be in facing the distress. 

Footnote **41 I’ve read that the Rabbis suggested 1 part of wine to 2 parts of water. This would purify the water and yet avoid any risk of drunkenness. In their first flush of “Faith” a Pentecostal mission to Africa forbade their missionaries from taking Quinine as protection against malaria. Tragic deaths forced them to use it. 

2 Tim 2:3, 9; THEREFORE endure HARDNESS/hardship- Kakopatheo with us AS/like a good soldier of Jesus Christ… WHEREIN/for which I SUFFER TROUBLE/am suffering- Kakopatheo, AS AN EVIL DOER/like a criminal, UNTO BONDS/to the point of being chained, but God’s word is not BOUND/chained.

2 Tim 4:5; BUT WATCH THOU/keep your head- Nepho- Literally to abstain from wine, so to be morally alert in all THINGS/situations endure AFFLICTIONS/hardship- Kakopatheo, do the work of an evangelist. 

2 Tim 4:20 Erastus abode at Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick- Astheneo in Miletus. That no comment was made suggests that this was not an unusual happening.

/// A cluster of verses express concern for sound, or wholesome- Hugiaino  doctrine, words, instruction, teaching, etc. 1 Tim 1:10; 6:3; 2 Tim 1:13; 4:3; Titus 1:9, 13; 2:1-2, 8.///

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest WHICH CANNOT BE TOUCHED/who is unable to sympathise with our INFIRMITIES/weaknesses- Astheneia.. BUT WAS IN ALL POINTS/has been tempted in every way, LIKE/just as we are – yet without sin.

Heb 5:2 (The High Priest) WHO CAN HAVE COMPASSION/He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and OUT OF THE WAY/are going astray, FOR THAT/since He himself is COMPASSED WITH/subject to INFIRMITY/weakness- Astheneia. 
Heb 7:18-20 THERE IS VERILY A DISANNULLING OF THE former COMMANDMENT/ regulation- Entole GOING BEFORE/is set aside FOR THE/because it was WEAKNESS/weak- Asthenes and UNPROFITABLENESS THEREOF/useless- Anopheles for the Law made nothing perfect.. 

Heb 7:28 For the Law appoints as high priests men WHICH HAVE/who are INFIRMITY/weak- Astheneia. But… the Son who IS/has been CONSECRATED/made perfect- Teleioo forever.

Heb 11:34 OUT OF/Those whose weakness- Astheneia WERE MADE/was turned to STRONG/strength- Endunamoo.
Heb 12:12-13 Therefore LIFT UP/strengthen- Anorthoo- Straighten up THE HANDS THAT HANG DOWN/your feeble arms and THE FEEBLE/weak- Paraluo- Relaxed, paralysed knees, And make STRAIGHT/level- Orthos paths for your feet LEST/so that which is lame- Cholos may not BE TURNED OUT OF THE WAY/disabled- Ektrepo- turned away, avoided but rather healed- Iaomai. Follow peace with all.. Using the picture of physical weakness, the readers are urged to make the effort to organise their lives to avoid anything which will hinder their progress in fellowship with the Lord.

Jas 5:13-16 Is any AMONG/one of you AFFLICTED/in trouble?- Kakopatheo He should pray. Is any one MERRY/happy? Let him sing PSALMS/songs of praise. Is any AMONG/one of you sick?- Astheneo- Weak, sick, not functioning well. He should call the elders of the church AND LET THEM/to pray- Proseuchomai over him ANOINTING/and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer- Euche OF/offered in faith will SAVE/make well- Sozo the sick person; the Lord will raise him up- Egeiro. If he has COMMITTED SINS/sinned- Hamartia, THEY/he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your FAULTS/sins- Paraptoma- Transgression, fault, offence to ONE ANOTHER/each other and pray- Euchomai- To wish, or pray ONE for ANOTHER/each other so that you may be healed- Iaomai 

    The EFFECTUAL FERVENT- Energeo prayer- Deesis- A petition, prayer request of a righteous man AVAILETH MUCH/is powerful- Ischuo (NIV puts is effective- Energeo, here.) Note confession is mutual, not to a superior, as is the praying for one another. **42

1 Pet 2:24 WHO HIS OWN SELF/He himself bore our sins- Hamartia in his OWN body on the tree, so that we BEING DEAD/might die to sins and SHOULD live UNTO/for righteousness; by WHOSE his STRIPES/wounds- Molops- Bruise, black eye, whip wound. Quoted from LXX Isa 53:5, and referring to the suffering under God’s judgment rather than to His being scourged. you WERE/have been healed- Iaomai. For you were AS/like sheep going astray.. returned to the Shepherd and BISHOP/Overseer- Episkopos of your souls. 
1 Pet 3:7 HUSBANDS DWELL WITH THEM ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE/Be considerate as you live with your wives, GIVING HONOUR UNTO THE WIFE/and treat them with respect as the weaker- Asthenes VESSEL/partner.

3 Jn 1:2 .I WISH/pray... THAT THOU MAYEST PROSPER/may enjoy good health- Hugiaino. There’s no mention of his body, but bodily health is implied as well as wholesome circumstances.

///There is little relevant to the subject in the  book of Revelation. Rev 13:3-4 records the propaganda gained from the healing of a wounded head of the “Beast”  One of the heads of the beast was/seemed WOUNDED TO DEATH/a fatal wound- Sphazo Thanatos AND/but the DEADLY/fatal wound was healed- Therapeuo. The whole world WONDERED/was astonished and followed the beast. The wounding and healing is probably political, rather than physical or spiritual. Rev 22:2 leaves for the healing- Therapeia of the nations. Cp Ezek  47:12. ///
Messiah’s Kingdom – Promises not yet fulfilled

(The King came unrecognised, Jn 1:11, and demonstrated the blessings Israel would receive if they would receive Him. This was the offer of the Kingdom to Israel, but they were free to reject it. When at Nazareth, Lk 4:18-19, our Lord quoted Isa 61:1-2 He deliberately left out and the day of vengeance of our God. When He returns He will enforce both the blessings and the vengeance of God. In Acts 2 the forgiveness of sins is offered to the repentant in the name of the rejected/absent King. In this proclamation of spiritual Salvation Gentiles were included but there is no mention of physical blessings- Healing, etc while Messiah was absent. Can these promises – the ones quoted below - be fulfilled in the Church or in Heaven?)

Isa 33:24 AND THE INHABITANT/No-one living in Zion will say "I am SICK/ill," THE PEOPLE/those who dwell THEREIN/there will be forgiven THEIR INIQUITY. Certainly heaven will be like that, but the setting is on earth with no relevance to us and heaven. 

Isa 35:5-6 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped… the lame leap like a HART/deer, and the dumb will shout for joy. Much of Isa 35:1-10 was fulfilled briefly by Christ at His first coming. It can loosely picture the blessing and joy of Heaven. But the mention of Judgment-vengeance, 35:4, and the whole setting being one of the physical transformation of the land of Israel, the prophecy as a whole more readily fits an earthly kingdom.

Footnote 42 The wording suggests wishing each other well is the attitude that motivates the mutual confession of offence given and taken. Paraptoma is used in Mt 6:14-15 For if you forgive men their TRESPASSES/when they sin against you- Paraptoma  your heavenly Father will also forgive you. The other places where Paraptoma is used are Mt 18:35; Mk 11:25-26; Rom 4:25; 5:15-20; 11:11-12, 2 Cor 5:19; Gal 6:1; Eph 1:7; 2:1, 5; Col 2:13. 

Isa 54:10 Though the mountains DEPART/be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my KINDNESS/unfailing love for you will not DEPART FROM THEE/be shaken, nor my covenant of peace removed says the Lord who HATH MERCY/will have compassion on you. How can we write “cancelled” or “transferred to the church,” across the promises to national Israel in the face of those words? The whole chapter speaks of the Lord as Israel’s husband, who has righteously abandoned her, but who in His everlasting kindness will have mercy on her, and restore to her all the blessing He had promised. 

Isa 61 As recorded in Lk 4:18-23 the Lord stated that in His coming He fulfilled the portion He read. But He stopped half way through a sentence, omitting and the day of vengeance of our God. Only at a future coming can Messiah act in righteous judgment, and take up God’s Jewish people and transform their lives as set out in 61, and the chapters that follow. **43

Isa 61:4-6 isn’t readily spiritualised They shall BUILD/rebuild the OLD WASTES/ancient ruins… cities STRANGERS/Aliens will STAND AND FEED/shepherd your flocks, THE SONS OF THE ALIEN/foreigners BE YOUR PLOWMEN/will work your fields and YOUR VINEDRESSERS/vineyards. And you BE NAMED/will be called priests of the Lord… ministers of our God. You will EAT/feed on the RICHES/wealth of the GENTILES/nations. Cp Isa 66. It was always God’s purpose that Israel be His special people and witness to the nations of the world. This fits neatly the idea of His returning as in Zech 12-14 to exercise judgment against defiant nations. And to set up an earthly kingdom in which the repentant survivors of Israel function as His agents of spiritual blessing and government, as in Rom 11:12-16. 22-32. **44

Isa 65:18-20 I will create Jerusalem A REJOICING/to be a delight, and HER/its people to be a joy… The VOICE/sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. Certainly that’s true of Heaven, but what about this -- 

   THERE SHALL BE NO MORE/Never again will there be an infant OF/who lives but a few days, NOR/or an old man THAT HATH NOT FILLED/who does not live out his DAYS/years, FOR THE CHILD SHALL DIE AN HUNDRED YEARS OLD/he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth. BUT THE SINNER BEING/he who fails to reach a hundred YEARS OLD will be considered accursed. Can that be found in church history or in heaven? Nor what follows in 65:21-25– house building and fruitful farming secure from loss through failure to keep up mortgage payments, etc. The birth and rearing of children who ALL turn out well. God’s prompt fulfilment of ALL the desires and prayers of their heart. (Presumably they always fulfil the requirement of Ps 37:4). Universal peace. The Rule of Messiah on earth, Isa 9:6-7, and the binding of Satan, Rev 20:6, would make that possible.-

Footnote **43 This “Day of the Lord” is promised in Isa 2:12; 13:6, 9; Jer 46:10, Eze 13:5; 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 21, 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Ob 1:15; Zeph 1:7, 14; Zech 14:1; Mal 4:5. These verses are set in descriptions of local judgment and destruction on Babylon, Israel, etc. the local situation is used to illustrate and point to a future universal judgment. In Acts 2:16-21 the prophecy in Joel is said to have some relevance to God’s intervention in founding His church. But the Lord Jesus made it clear that much fulfilment must wait until He returned, Mt 24:29-51; 25:31-46; 26:63-64, etc.

Footnote **44 The vision of what we Christians tend to think of as Heaven – Revelation 21-22 – speaks of a Heavenly city-Rule-Order ON EARTH. It’s a political and religious centre to which the Kings of the earth bring their treasures, as they come and go through its open gates, Rev 21:24-22 and it draws on the promises of Ezekiel 47. 

As we face the promises God made with regard to the Messiah we must choose between the options taken by two Jewish Rabbis when I asked them if they believed they would be fulfilled.

Rabbi A– “I would say that when man recovers from his folly and universal peace is established that will fulfil all the Messianic prophecies.”

Rabbi B – “Yes, Messiah’s feet must stand upon the Mt of Olives. It is God’s Word, and it must be fulfilled.”

Many sincere, Bible-believing Christians would agree with Rabbi B, and yet try to brush any literal fulfilment of the promises aside by saying that they are - or will be - fulfilled in the church, and in Heaven and Hell – in some spiritual sense. That idea has become increasingly common as – for good reasons and bad reasons - the popularity pendulum among “Evangelicals” has swung from “Dispensationalism” to “Covenant Theology.” God’s Word is the unchanging foundation, life-source and guide of ALL true Christians whatever labels they or others pin on them. God doesn’t belong to or acknowledge any of our sects, nor is He confined within any of our doctrinal schemes.

The fulfilment of the OT promises must come in such a way as fulfils the NT promises given in Mt 19:29; 23:37-39; 26:64; Acts 1:6-7; 3:20-26; Rom 11:12-29; Rev 20:1-6. Many of the promises of Healing will, I believe, reach their FULL fulfilment when Christ returns to reign, Mal 4:2. He will be God’s “Saving Health” Salvation- Yeshuah, Ps 67: 1-4; Isa 52:7-10.

CONCLUSION

(Summary of the Post-Resurrection Healing and Miracles situation. This sets out the circumstances under which God’s children and servants live today.) 

After the Death, Resurrection and Ascension of the Lord Jesus there's no promise that we can claim healing, or other physical benefits from being God’s children. In Acts, God, when He so wished, intervened miraculously on behalf of Christians. He did so to get the Apostles Peter and Paul out of prison, Acts 12:7-10; 16:25-30, and probably in restoring Paul to life in Acts 14:19-20. This gave them extra years in which to serve the Lord – and the same is true of the resurrection of Dorcas, Acts 9:36-42. We’re not told whether or not the raising to life of Eutychus, Acts 20:9-12, was a restoration to service, but it made further work for God possible or him. 

Servants of God whose work was interrupted by sickness seem to have recovered health by normal means, Phil 2:25-28; 2 Tim 4:20. References to Gifts of healing, 1 Cor 12, were written before the record in Acts closed - Paul wrote 2 Corinthians while he was collecting money to take up to Jerusalem as in Acts 21. So in fact we have no information from Scripture about the continued use of such gifts. Later epistles make no mention of them. Certainly elders should always be ready to pray for and counsel those in need, whether or not they follow the James 5 ritual of anointing the sick. Certainly if God so chose He could give one of His servants a gift of healing. But the NT shows that those exercising God-given gifts of healing are not marked by pride, publicity-seeking and popularity. And the healings they proclaim in the Lord’s name never failed, nor were partial and temporary. Proud, confident statements mark the fraudulent miracle-worker, Mt 7:22-23. **45

Footnote **45 I’ve seen a woman dying of T.B./Phthisis raised up to health when a Maori Tohunga/Shaman/ Witch-doctor convinced her that he had healed her. The healing process took six months and grew out of her conviction that she had been healed. This parallels the healing Oral Roberts claimed for himself. Expected things tend to seem to happen. 

Anyone who is familiar with the healing ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ as recorded in the Gospels is inevitably shocked that today flamboyant Healer-Entertainers in mass meetings/ for TV audiences claim to be carrying on His work. At best their work seems to be a mere exploitation of psychological factors, and the association with Christ of which they boast seems to be heading for His disowning, Mt 7:22-23. But we need to keep a sense of proportion. Certainly the doctrine of the preachers isn't Biblical, the claims made are extravagant, and showmanship is the enemy of spiritual life. But it's not for us to deny that in some instances God may have chosen to heal through them - after all, in all His work, He has nothing but flawed and imperfect servants to use when He uses us. And apparently He used all the twelve, including Judas, to work miracles, Mt 10:1.

God is God. He can't be manipulated into action by the exercise of human "Faith," adherence to orthodox doctrine, the repetition of correct formula, the living of the correct lifestyle, or the promise that He will benefit from the post-healing conduct of the one healed. But because He is a God of love who delights in acts of mercy, grace and kindness He will act in love, whenever the action and the outcomes are compatible with His righteousness, holiness and wisdom. And in everyday life He uses Doctors - whether they are Godless or Godly. He uses medicines produced for commercial profit based on research by perhaps atheistic or immoral scientists, and marketed perhaps by unethical methods of business monopoly, etc. 

There is no support for the modern idea that Christians, because they are children of God, have the right to expect God to heal them, etc. Unless Aeneas Acts 9:33-34, was a Christian – it doesn’t say he was – there seems to be no record of any Christian being healed. No one in the Bible was told that if they become believers, or are believers, they would be healed, Healings were granted as a witness by God that the preacher of the Gospel message was speaking God’s truth on His behalf, Mk 16:17-18; Heb 2:3-4. And it’s those who heard of a healing turning to Christ that is the stated effect of the healing, Acts 9:35, 42; 19:11-20. The cheering-up of Believers is mentioned only after the resurrection in Acts 20:12.

The unchanging, and increasingly emphasised promise is that of eternal, spiritual salvation to every Believer, so that we can live in fellowship with Him, Jn 3:16, 36; 10:27-30; Rom 10:1-13, Eph 2:1-10; Titus 2:11-14, 1 Jn 1:5-9. Salvation/redemption for these bodies will be ours when the Lord Jesus returns. Until then we, the Spirit-assured children of God, live in a suffering world, on the same frustrating terms as they do, and witness to them of the spiritual blessings the Saviour provides, Rom 8:22-25. 

So whether we and those we love live in sickness or health, we know that God is over-ruling everything for our eternal good, Rom 8:28-30. Let's be content with what we have, for He has said He will never leave us nor forsake us, Heb 13:5. Mental, emotional and spiritual health are promoted by putting ourselves and circumstances into the Lord’s hands, and directing our hearts and minds to the good things in life that come from God’s hands Phil 4:4-9.

Can sickness be our fault? The IF in Jas 5:15, reminds us that we must consider the possibility of spiritual factors in sickness or suffering of any kind. The statement in 1 Cor 11:27-32 reminds us of the need to examine our lives in the light of God’s word, and not go ahead living carelessly. However we must beware of  the dark fog of self-centred, self-preoccupation and neurotic introspection that so easily blights the life of those of us who tend to depression. Any attempt by Job or his friends to find a logical, moral explanation for his sufferings was wide of the mark. We are unlikely to be better at it than they were. We need to follow the example of King David in Ps 19. We too must expose ourselves honestly to God’s Wholesome Word, and place ourselves in God’s hands. We are then free to go ahead to act wisely in confident faith. We can do this because we know that we can rely on God the Holy Spirit to convict us if there is anything as yet unknown to us or un-confessed that we need to deal with.

As God can heal should we go to the Doctor?- We ask God for food praying Give us this day our daily bread. We trust Him to answer that prayer, and thank Him for the food when we sit down to eat it. But we help Him to answer our prayer, by working for money to buy food, shopping, preparing meals, BY FAITH, Col 3:22-24. **46 It's like that with healing. Asking God to heal us isn't an excuse for not going to the doctor. It was God who gave men the brains to discover cures for diseases. It was Christians who created hospitals and made Doctors available for us - Let's make good use of them. In that way we are part of God’s answer to our prayers for healing by making good use of the Doctors, and Medicines, and Hospitals He has given us. 

Can a Loving God withhold Physical Healing from His Children? God can heal any and every sickness. He is Omniscient - infinitely Wise. He knows everything, and how to do everything. He is Omnipotent - infinitely Powerful. He can do anything. But He does only what is righteous – things that are Good and Right and Fair. Whatever is the best and most loving provision for everyone. We know that it's no use asking God to help us gain any unfair advantage. But asking for God to heal is unlikely to be unrighteous. We know God always acts in love and the healing we ask God for seems to us obviously what a God of Love would be expected to do. But we can never know all the factors and circumstances. 

It would have seemed to us that as Abijah was the best person in his family God would have healed him, and the nation would have benefitted from his rule. But failing to heal him was a loving action, 1 Ki 14:1-13. Hezekiah was told it was God’s choice, God’s will, that he set his house in order, and die. IF that had happened he would have passed into history with an unblemished record as a hero of faith. Hezekiah refused to accept God’s revealed will, and in response to his pleading he was granted a miraculous healing, and an extra 15 years of life, 2 Ki 20:1-11. But, as the chapter goes on to point out, his spiritual life declined, and during those extra years he fathered a son Manasseh - he was 12 when his father died. His reign was so wicked that God said it made the Exile inevitable, 2 Ki 21:1-16; 23:25-28; 24:3; Jer 15:3-4. So we must ask whether the healing of Hezekiah was a God-honouring miracle claimed by faith, or a request granted to his spiritual loss, Ps 106:15.

When today we ask God for healing, and at the same time we add “if it be Your will,” we’re not guilty of unbelief, or lack of faith. As Believers we know God CAN heal, and in asking for healing, we as trusting Children, are responding to His command that we ask and receive, Mt 7:7, etc. We know He loves us all, including the person prayed for, more than we could ever do, Rom 8:32, and is eager to bless us all. But in asking “if it is Your will,” we are as His trusting children, confessing that He knows the needs and the consequences in a way that is impossible for us to fathom. We are placing ourselves and others in the hands of His loving wisdom knowing that He always does whatever is  the best possible thing for everyone. It’s therefore in confident faith that we ask Him to do His will.

Footnote **46 GOD CAN GIVE FOOD BY A MIRACLE as He did for 40 years in the wilderness, but even then God didn't put it in their mouths - and if they were lazy and slept in, it melted and they stayed hungry.

We preach the Gospel, and say God is good, and that All things work together for good to those who love God, Rom 8:29. Sinners hearing us often say what the Devil said about Job – “They only say that because God has given them all the good things. If they were as unlucky and unhappy as I am they wouldn't talk like that.”

When I was a child we were very poor as my father was an alcoholic. A kind Christian couple helped us in many ways. I often wore clothes their boys had outgrown, and we went to their house for Sunday School. But best of all they came week by week and read the Bible to my father, and prayed with him. They kept telling him that now he was a Christian, when he felt tempted to drink alcohol he could beat the temptation by turning constantly to God and praying “Lord Jesus help me.” Because as God says in Prov 18:10, The name of the Lord is a strong tower the righteous run to it, and are safe - from sinning. 

Then the wife had twin baby daughters, and was very ill. Everyone prayed she would get better, but God let her die. That was very sad. God chose to let that godly husband and family suffer the sad loss of wife and mother. He didn't answer their prayers for her healing. I don't know why He let her die. But I do know that if God had not allowed that family to suffer the loss of a wife and mother I might not have been writing this.

You see my father came home from that funeral shocked. He said “Those people really believe what they preach. I've never been to a funeral like it. They said that God loves us and knows what is best, and that somehow their sad loss must be for the best.” Their attitude did much to convince him that the Gospel was true, and God could transform his life. By dying she did more to bless us than she had been able to do for us while she was alive. The husband continued to hold Sunday School in his house for years. Us six children went to it, and in God's Grace all grew up to know the Saviour and to serve Him - and so did the six children who lost their mother.

We're all saved at the cost of the precious blood of Christ, 1 Pet 1:17-23. But I doubt if any of us would have come to saving faith if some of His people hadn't been willing to bring us the Gospel and care for us, at some cost to themselves.

It seems that Suffering and Sickness are a necessary part of God's loving will for us. It seems that God had to make Jacob lame, in order to get him to walk with God, Gen 32:22-31. Certainly Paul was left unhealed, so he could serve God more effectively, and he was glad about that, 2 Cor 12:7-10. So whether we and those we love live in sickness or health Let's be content with what we have, for he has said he will never leave us nor forsake us, Heb 13:5.

God allowed Job to suffer terribly, to demonstrate that God blesses those who trust Him as they suffer. We need to gain the insight Job showed in Job 1:21, 2:10. And learn to echo His words by saying The Lord GIVES and the Lord TAKES the health of the bodies we live in. BUT HE HOLDS US SAFE FOR EVER in His hands. Blessed be the Name of the Lord, Amen. 

Appendix  I  Relevant Hebrew Words & Analysis

(Listed below are the Hebrew Words which are used in relation to Sickness, Health and Healing – Physical, Emotional, Spiritual, Material etc.)

I’ve tried as far as possible to use each item only once. With this in mind I’ve based the analysis on the individual words, and the situations they’re used in, rather than on the incidents and Biblical statements.

Anah H6031 To depress, oppress, afflict, humble, humble self, etc. 93x.

~Norm- *Op (National) Gen 15:13; *Op (Individual) Gen 16:6, 9. *Rep Lev 16:29, 31 *Rep Lev 23:27, 29, 32; *Rep Num 29:7; *Rep Deu 8:2, 3, 16; *Rep Ezra 8:2I.

#LAI- *Gr Ps 88:7.

Anash H605- Frail, feeble, incurable, sick, sad. 12x.

~Norm- *Gr Jer 15:18; *Sp Jer 17:9; *? Jer 38:22. 

#LAN- Weak/incurable under God’s judgment, *M 2 Ki 20:17; *Gr Isa 17:11; *Sp Jer 17:16; *Sp Jer 30:12, 15; *Sp (& judgment); *M Mic 1:9. 

#LAI- *We *De 2 Sam 12:15; *Sic *M Job 34:6 (indirectly) 

Atsab H6087– To carve, worry, pain, anger, grieve. God’s distress *Gr Gen 6:6; *Gr Ps 78:40; *Gr Isa 63:10.

~Norm- *Gr Gen 34:7; *Gr Gen 45:5; *Gr 1 Sam 20:3, 34; *Gr 2 Sam 19:2; *Gr 1 Ki 1:6; *Gr 1 Chr 4:10; *Gr Neh 8:10-11; *? Job 10:8; *Gr Ps 56:5; *Inj Ecc 10:9.

#LAN+ *Gr Isa 54:6.

Atstsebeth- H6094- An idol, pain, sorrow, wound. 5x. 

~Norm- *Gr Job 9:28; *Gr Ps 16:4; *Gr Ps 147:3; *Gr Prov 10:10; *Gr Prov 15:13.

Arukah H724- Making or restoring to soundness or health. 5x. 

~Norm+ Restoring a building *M 2 Chr 24:13.

#LAN+ Reversal of Judgment punishment, *Sp Isa 58:8; *M *Gr Jer 8:22 (Why not?) *Gr *M Jer 30:17; *Sp *Op *M Jer 33:6. *

Chabash H2280 To saddle, wrap firmly, bind up to heal, rule. 33x. 

Irrelevant Gen 22:3; Ex 22:3; Lev 8:13; Num 22:21; Judg 19:10; 2 Sam 16:1; 17:3; 2 Sam 19:26; 1 Ki 2:40; 1 Ki 13:13, 23, 27; 2 Ki 4:24; Job 28:11; Job 34:17; Job 40:13; Ps 3:7; Eze 16:10; Eze 24:17; Eze 27:24; Jonah 2:5.

#LAN- *Sp Isa 1:6 (Israel’s hopeless spiritual state); *Bat *We Eze 30:21; *Sp *M Eze 34:4. 

#LAI-+ God wounds and binds up spiritual wounds, *Cor *Sp *Gr Job 5:18; *Op *Cor Hos 6:1.

#LAI+ God binds up spiritual wounds, *Sp *Rep Ps 147:3; *M Isa 30:26; (note 30:23-24); *Op *Gr Isa 61:1; *Op *M Eze 34:16. 

Chabburah H2250- A bruise, hurt, or healed wound – scar. Not used of an open wound as it’s from Chabar H2266- To join, couple together. 

~Norm- *Inj Gen 4:23; *Inj Ex 21:25; *Sp *Gr *Sic Ps 38:5; *Sp Prov 20:30; *Sp Isa 1:6.

Chalah H2470 Properly to be rubbed, or worn, hence to be weak, sick, diseased, grieved. 78x. Irrelevant Being Love-sick & in some sense therefore worn-down weak! 2 Sam 13:2; Song 2:5; 5:8. To entreat, pray. Perhaps to wear God down with prayer, but more likely to confess weakness and need of help. Ex 32:11; 1 Sam 13:12; 1 Ki 13:6; 2 Ki 13:4; 2 Chr 33:12; Job 11:19; Ps 45:12; Ps 119:58; Prov 19:6 Jer 26:19; Dan 9:13. Zech 7:2; Zech 8:21, 22. Isa 3:22 festal robes  (a worry to look after?) Isa 3:22. Drunk, Hos 7:5. Pretending to be sick, 1 Sam 19:14; 2 Sam 13:5, 6; 
~Norm- *We *De Gen 48:1; *Gr 1 Sam 22:8; (Saul says no courtiers sorry for him.) *Sic 1 Sam 30:13; *Sic 1 Ki 14:1, 5; *Disab 1 Ki 15:23; *Sic *De 1 Ki 17:17; *Inj 1 Ki 22:34; *Inj 2 Ki 1:2; *Sic 2 Ki 8:7; *Inj 2 Ki 8:29;*Sic *De 2 Ki 13:14; *Inj *Disab 2 Chr 16:12; *Inj 2 Chr 18:33; *Sic *De 2 Ki 20:1, 12; *Inj 2 Ki 35:23; *Inj 2 Chr 22:6; *Sic *De 2 Chr 32:24; *Gr Neh 2:2; *Sic Ps 35:13; *Gr Ps 77:10; *Gr Prov 13:12 (heart sick); *Inj Prov 23:35; *Gr Ecc 5:13, 16; *Sic Isa 33:24; *Sic *De Isa 38:1, 9; *Sic Isa 39:1; *Sic Eze 34:4, 16; *We Dan 8:27; *We Amos 6:6. *Sic *We Mal 1:8, 13.

#LAN- Being weak spiritually, apostate as a nation, and so under God’s judgment – needing to repent. *M Deu 29:22; *Gr Isa 17:11; *We Isa 57:10; *Op *Gr Jer 4:31; *Gr Jer 10:19 (Punitive exile.); *Gr *Sp Jer 12:13 (note 12:7); *Bat Jer 14:17; *Cor *Op Jer 30:12 (Note 30:14) *Bat Micah 1:12. *Bat *Cor Micah 6:13. Nineveh under Judgment *Bat Nahum 3:19 (Note 3:3:4-6.) 

#LAI- Being weak as under God’s Judgment. *We Judg 16:7, 11, 17; (Samson.) *We Isa 14:10, (King of Babylon.)

Chalal H2490- To bore or pierce, so to begin (make an opening?) 52x. Samson began to deliver Israel Judg 13:5. To be wounded as the Philistines were in 1 Sam 17:52. To injure in the sense of profaning/ polluting, Ex 20:25; Lev 19:8, 12; Lev 20:3; Isa 56:2. 

~Norm- *Sp Ex 20:25; *Sp Lev 19:8, 12; *Sp Lev 20:3; *Gr Ps 109:22; *Sp Isa 56:2.

#LAI- *Inj *Gr Isa 53:5.

Chalal H2491- Pierced, especially to death by arrows or sword, Num 19:16, etc, so slain 79x, wounded, 10x profane 2x.

#LAN- *Gr Ps 69:26; *Inj. Jer 51:52; *We Lam 2:12; *Inj. Eze 26:15.

Chayah H2421 To live, life, revive, recover, restore, be whole etc.

~Norm- *Sic 2 Ki 8:7-9 (Benhadad… shall I recover- Chayah.)

Chets- H2671- A piercing wound – as from an arrow. 

~Norm- *Gr *Sic *M Job 34:6; *Gr Ps 57:4; *Gr Ps 64:3.

Choli H2483- Sickness, disaster, disease, grief. 24x From H2470 Chalah.

~Norm- *Sic *De 1 Ki 17:17; *Inj 2 Ki 1:2; *Sic 2 Ki 8:8, 9; *Sic *We *De 2 Ki 13:14; *Sic *Disab 2 Chr 16:12; *Sic *Gr Ecc 5:17; *Gr Ecc 6:2; *Sic Isa 38:9; *Gr Isa 53:3, 4; *Sp *Gr Jer 6:7 (they’re a constant grief to the Lord.)

#LAN- For Disobedience, *Pl *Sic Deu 28:59, 61; *Sp *M *Gr Isa 1:5; *M *Op Jer 10:19 (note 10:17-18); *M *Op Hos 5:13 (note 5:9-12).

#LAN+ For Obedience, *Pl *Sic *Disab Deu 7:15 (note 7:14); *Sic Ps 41:3; 

#LAI- *Sic 2 Chr 21:15, 18, 19.

Daka H1792 - To crumble, bruise, beat to pieces, crush, oppress. 18x. 

~Norm- *We Job 4:19; *We Job 5:4; *Gr Job 19:2; *M Job 22:9; *Op Ps 94:5; *Gr Ps 143:3; *Op Prov 22:22; *Op Isa 3:15; *M 19:10; *Sp Jer 44:10.

#LAN- *Pl *Bat Ps 89:10.

#LAI+ *Op Ps 72:4; Sp *Gr Isa 57:15. 

#LAI- *De Job 6:9; *De Job 34:25; *Sp *Gr Isa 53:5, 10; *Op Lam 3:34. 

Deber H1698 Pestilence, plague. 49x From Dabar H1696- Thing. Deber is the JUDGMENT THING that God will do to those who disobey His commands. It seems never to be used of the sickness of individuals. Rather it’s used of an outbreak of bubonic plague, cholera, etc in a community. Often it’s associated specifically with war - sword, famine, plague. Food couldn’t be carried into a besieged city, or excrement and rubbish carried out, The result was famine, and outbreaks of disease would wipe out the weakened inhabitants.

#LAN- *Pl Ex 5:3; *Pl Ex 9:3, 15; *Pl Lev 26:25; *Pl Num 14:12; *Pl Deu 28:21; *Pl 2 Sam 24:13, 15/1 Chr 21:12, 14 (three days); *Pl Ps 78:50; *Pl Jer 14:12; *Pl Jer 21:6, 7, 9; *Pl Jer 24:10; *Pl Jer 27:8, 13; *Pl Jer 28:8; *Pl Jer 29:17, 18; *Pl Jer 32:24, 36; *Pl Jer 34:17; *Pl Jer 38:2; *Pl Jer 42:17, 22; *Pl Jer 44:13; *Pl Eze 5:12; 17; *Pl Eze 6:11, 12; *Pl Eze 7:15; *Pl Eze 12:16; *Pl Eze 14:19, 21; *Pl Eze 28:23; *Pl Eze 33:27; *Pl Eze 38:22; *Pl Amos 4:10; *Pl Hab 3:5. 

#LAN-+ *Pl 1 Ki 8:37/2 Chr 6:28; 7:13; *Pl 2 Chr 20:9 (Solomon’s prayer, and responses. 

#LAN+ *Pl Ps 91:3, 6; *Pl Hos 13:14. 

Dalleqeth H1816- A Fever.

#LAN- *Pl *Sic Deu 28:22. 

Devay H1741 –Sickness, loathing. From Daveh H1739. 

~Norm-- *We? Job 6:7.
Gabah H1455 To remove a bandage because no longer needed, to heal.

~Norm- *Gr *M Hos 5:13.
Garab H1618 Itching, scurvy.

~Norm- *Sic Lev 21:20; *Sic Lev 22:22.
#LAN- *Pl *Sic Deu 28:27.

Kaab H3510 To grieve, have pain and sorrow. 8x.

~Norm- *Inj *We  Gen 34:25; *M 2 Ki 3:19; *Gr Prov 14:13.

#LAN+ *Gr Eze 13:22; *Op *Gr Eze 28:24.

#LAI-+ *Cor *Gr Job 5:18; *Gr Ps 69:29 (note 69:26); 

#LAI- *Gr *Sic Job 14:22; (note 14:20);

Kaas H3708- Vexation, anger, grief and sorrow. Emotional suffering as a result of provocation. 25x. 

Provocation suffered by God, *Gr Deu 32:27 *Gr 1 Ki 15:30; *Gr 1 Ki 21:22; *Gr 1 Ki 23:26; ?Job 5:2; *Gr Eze 20:28.

~Norm- *Gr 1 Sam 1:6, 16; *Gr Ps 6:7; *Gr Prov 12:16; *Gr Prov 17:25; *Gr Prov 21:19; *Gr Prov 27:3; *Gr Ecc 1:18; *Gr Ecc 2:23; *Gr Ecc 5:17; *Gr Ecc 7:3, 9; *Gr Ecc 11:10.

#LAI- *Gr *M *Sic Job 6:2; *Gr *M *Sic  Job 10:17; *Gr *M *Sic Job 17:7; *Gr Ps 85:4. 

#LAI+ *Op *M Ps 10:14; *Gr Ps 31:9 (Note 31:8). 

Keeb H3511 Suffering- physical, mental, emotional and spiritual, grief, pain.

~Norm- *Sp *Gr Ps 39:2; *Gr Jer 15:18.

#LAI- *Gr, Sic *M Job 2:13; *Gr *Sic *M Job 16:6; *Gr *M Isa 17:11; *Gr 65:14.

Kehah H3545- A weakening of illness, healing.

~Norm- *We Nahum 3:19.
Machats H4272- To crush, smash, pierce, smite 14x.

~Norm- *De Judg 5:26; *Bat 2 Sam 22:39/Ps 18:38;

#LAN-+ *Bat *Pl Deu 32:39.

#LAN- *Bat *M Num 24:8, 17; *Inj *De Deu 33:11; *Inj Job 26:12; *Bat Ps  68:21, 23; *Bat Ps 110:5, 6; *Pl *Bat Hab 3:13.

#LAI-+ *Cor Job 5:18. 
Machaleh H4245– Sickness, disease, infirmity. From Chalah H2470. 6x. 

~Norm- *Gr Prov 18:14.

#LAN-+ *Pl *Sic *Gr Ex 15:26; *Pl *Sic *Disab *Bat Ex 23:25, (note 23:26-27); *Sic 1 Ki 8:37; *Sic 2 Chr 6:28 (Both associated with *Pl Nega); 

#LAN- *Sic 2 Chr 21:15.

Maggephah H4046-A stroke, defeat, plague, slaughter. 26x.

~Norm- *Bat 2 Sam 17:9; *Bat 2 Sam 18:7.

#LAN- *Pl Ex 9:14; *Pl Num 16:48, 49, 50 (Negeph in 16:47, 48); *Pl 25:8, 9, 18; *Pl Num 26:1; *Pl Num 31:16. *Bat 1 Sam 4:17; *Pl 1 Sam 6:4; *Pl 2 Sam 24:21, 25/1 Chr 21:17, 22; *Pl Ps 106:29; 30; *Pl Zech 14:12, 15, 18; 

#LAN-/LAI- *Pl *M *Sic 2 Chr 21:14. 

#LAI- *Pl *De Num 14:37; *De Eze 24:16; (wife).

Makkah H4347- To strike severely, wound, kill. From Nakah H5221. 48x. Irrelevant Beaten wheat, 2 Chr 2:10. 

~Norm- *Cor Deu 25:3; *Bat Judg 11:33; *Bat Judge 15:8; *Bat 1 Sam 4:10; *Bat 1 Sam 14:14, 30; *Bat 1 Sam 19:8; *Bat 1 Sam 23:5; *Bat 1 Ki 20:21; *Inj. 1 Ki 22:35; *Inj. 2 Ki 8:29; *Inj. 2 Ki 9:15; *Bat 2 Chr 13:17; *Inj. 2 Chr 22:6; *De Esther 9:5 *Cor Prov 20:30; *Bat Isa 10:26; *Bat Isa 27:7; ? Jer 6:7; *Gr Jer 10:19; *Bat *Gr Jer 14:17; *Gr Jer 15:10; *Inj. Zech 13:6.

#LAN- *Pl *Cor Lev 26:21; *Pl Num 11:33; *Pl Deu 28:59, 61; *Pl *M Deu 29:22; *Bat Josh 10:10, 20; *Pl 1 Sam 4:8; *Pl 1 Sam 6:19; *Bat 2 Chr 28:5; *Cor Isa 1:5-6; *Bat Isa 14:6; *Gr *M Isa 30:26; *M Jer 19:8; *Cor Jer 30:12, 14 (note 30:11); *M Jer 49:17; *M Jer 50:13; *Bat *M Mic 1:9; *Bat *M Nah 3:19.

#LAN+ *Cor Jer 30:17.

#LAI- *Inj Ps 64:7.

Makob H4341- Oppression, emotional grief, physical pain, sorrow. 16x.

~Norm- *Op Ex 3:7; *Gr 2 Chr 6:29; *Gr Ps 32:10; *Gr Ps 38:17; *Gr Ps 69:26; *Gr Ecc 1:18; *Gr Ecc 2:23; *Gr Isa 53:3; 4, *Gr Jer 30:15.

#LAN- *Gr Jer 51:8.

#LAI- *Cor *Sic Job 33:19; *Gr Jer 45:3; *Gr Lam 1:12, 18.
Marpe H4832- Health, medicine, cure, deliverance. From Rapha H7495 

~Norm- *M *Gr Prov 6:15; *De Prov 29:1.

~Norm+ Wisdom, etc promotes Health *Gr *Sp *M Prov 4:22; *Gr *M Prov 12:18; *Gr Prov 13:17; *Gr Prov 14:30; *Gr *M Prov 15:4; *Gr Prov 16:24 (Health to the bones!); *Gr Ecc 10:4; . 

#LAN- *Sp 2 Chr 36:16; *Gr *Sp Jer 8:15 (note 8:14); *Gr *Sp Jer 14:19. 

#LAN+ *Sp *Gr *M Jer 33:6; *Sp *Gr *M Mal 4:2.

#LAI- *Sic 2 Chr 21:18.

Mazor H4205 A Binding up, a remedy.

~Norm- *Sp *Gr *M Jer 30:13; *Gr *M Hos 5:13. 

Metsar H4712- Something tight, distress, pain. 3x.

~Norm- *Gr *Sic  Ps 116:3; *Op Lam 1:3.

LAI+ *Gr Ps 118:5; 

Metsuqah H4691 Narrowness, trouble, distress. 

~Norm- *Gr Job 15:24; *Gr *Sic Ps 25:17.

LAI+ *Gr *M Ps 107:6; *Op Ps 107:13; *Sic, Ps 107:19; *M Ps 107:28; *Gr Zeph 1:15. 

Nagaph H5062 To strike, beat, hurt, plague.. 47x. 

~Norm- *Inj Ex 21:22, 35; *Bat Judg 20:32, 36, 39; *Bat 1 Sam 4:2, 10; *Bat 2 Sam 2:17; *Bat 2 Sam 10:15, 19; *Bat 2 Sam 18:7; *Bat 2 Ki 14:12; *Bat 1 Chr 19:16, 19; *Bat 2 Chr 25:22; *Cor Jer 13:16. 

~Norm+ *Gr Prov 3:23.  

#LAN- *Gr *M Ex 8:2 (frogs); *De Ex 12:23, 27; *Pl? Ex 32:35 (*De 32:28); *Bat *De Lev 26:17; *Bat Num 14:42; *Bat Deu 1:42; *Bat Deu 28:25; *Pl Josh 24:5; *Bat Judg 20:35; *Bat 1 Sam 4:3; *Bat 1 Sam 7:10; *Bat 1 Ki 8:33; *Bat 2 Chr 6:24; *Bat 2 Chr 13:15; *Bat *M 2 Chr 21:14; *Cor Isa 19:22; *Pl *M Zech 14:12, 18.

#LAN+ *Bat Deu 28:7; *Bat 2 Chr 14:12; *Bat 2 Chr 20:22.

#LAI- *Sic 1 Sam 25:38; *De 1 Sam 26:10; *Sic *De 2 Sam 12:15; *De 2 Chr 13:20; *Sic *De 2 Chr 21:18.

#LAI+ *Inj Ps 91:12.

Naga H5060  To touch– lay the hand upon for any purpose. It’s used mostly of touching things that are forbidden, holy, or unclean. 151x.

~Norm- *Inj 1 Chr 16:22/ Ps 105:15; *Inj Ps 32:6; *Gr *Sic Ps 88:3. 

#LAN- *Pl *Sic 1 Sam 6:9. 

#LAI- *Pl Gen 12:17; *Disab Gen 32:25, 32; *Lep 2 Chr 26:20; *M Job 1:11, 19; *Sic Job 2:5; *Gr Job 5:19; *Gr *Sic Job 19:21; *Gr *De Isa 53:4.

Nega H5061 A blow. plague, wound, including leprosy.78x.

~Norm- *Lep Lev 13:2 etc (34x in this chapter); *Lep Lev 14:3 etc (12x in this chapter); *Inj Deu 17:8; *Inj Deu 21:5; *Lep Deu 24:8; *Pl 1 Ki 8:37; *Inj *Gr Prov 6:33.

#LAN- *Pl *De Ex 11:1; *Pl 1 Ki 8:37/2 Chr 6:28; *Inj Ps 91:10. 

#LAI- *Pl Gen 12:17; *Cor 2 Sam 7:14; *Gr *Sp 1 Ki 8:38/2 Chr 6:29; *Sic *Sp  *We *Gr Ps 38:11 (note 38:2, 4); *Gr Ps 39:10; *Cor Ps 89:32; *Gr *De Isa 53:9. 

Nakah-H5221 To strike, literally or figuratively, (as in Jer 18:10) strike in battle, wound or kill. The word is used 497 times. Those relevant to this study include:
#LAN- *De *Sic *M Deu 28:22; *Sic *Gr Deu 28:27, 28, 35; *Sp *Cor *Gr Jer 5:3; *Gr *Cor Jer 14:19; *Pl *De Jer 21:6; *Inj *Cor Jer 30:14.

Nake H5218-Smiiten, afflicted, broken, wounded. 

~Norm- *Gr Prov 15:13; *Gr Prov 17:22; *Gr Prov 18:14.

#LAN- *Gr *Rep Ps 109:16; *Bat *M *Gr Isa 16:7 (note 15:1; 16:14).

Negeph H5063- A striking, affliction, plague, stumbling. 8x. From Nagaph H5602. (Negeph is sometimes used Interchangeably with Maggephah);

#LAN- *Pl Num 16:46, 47; *Pl Josh 22:17.

#LAN+ (3 instances of avoiding) *Pl Ex 12:13; *Pl Ex 30:12; *Pl Num 8:19; 

#LAI+ (Avoiding) *Pl Ps 89:23 (haters of “David”); *Sp Isa 8:14 (stumbling= striking?);

Ophel H6076- A tumour, mound, fort, tower. 10x. 

#LAN- *Sic 1 Sam 5:6, 9, 12; *Sic 1 Sam 6:4, 5. emerods= Haemorrhoids, KJV, or, as associated with rats/mice swollen glands of Bubonic plague.

Patsa H6481- To split, wound. Petsa H6482- A wound. 

~Norm- *Inj Gen 4:23; *Inj Ex 21:25; *Inj 1 Ki 20:37; *Cor Prov 20:30; *Inj Prov 23:29; *Cor Prov 27:6; *Inj Songs 5:7.

#LAN- *Cor Isa 1:8.

#LAI- *Inj *Gr Job 9:17.

Picceach H6455 Lame.

~Norm- *Disab Lev 21:18; *Disab 2 Sam 5:6, 8; *Disab 2 Sam 9:13; *Disab 2 Sam 19:26; *Disab Job 29:15; *Disab Isa 33:23; *Disab Isa 35:6; *Disab Jer 31:8.

Qaddachath H6920 Fever, inflammation.

#LAN- *Pl *Sic Lev 26:16; *Pl *Sic Deu 28:22.

Rapha H7495– To mend by stitching, to cure, heal, physician, make whole 68x. Largely irrelevant Physicians, healers, Gen 50:2; 2 Chr 16:12; Job 13:4; Jer 8:22.

~Norm- *Inj Ex 21:19; *Lep *Sic Lev 13:18, 37; *Lep *Sic Lev 14:3; *M Lev 14:48; *M 1 Ki 18:30; *Inj 2 Ki 8:29; *Inj 2 Ki 9:15/2 Chr 22:6; *? Ecc 3:3. *Gr *M Jer 6:14; *Gr *M Jer 8:11; *We Eze 34:4; *Inj Zech 11:16.

#LAN-+ God’s acting in Judgment and then granting restoration *De *Cor *Sic Deu 32:39; *Pl 1 Sam 6:3; *M *Pl 2 Chr 7:13-14 (If repent); *Cor Isa 19:22; *Cor *Gr *M Isa 30:26; *Sp *M *Cor Isa 57:18, 19; *Gr Jer 17:14 (Jer speaking for Israel?) *Sp *Gr *M Jer 30:17; *Sp *Gr *M Jer 33:6; *Gr *M *Cor *Rep Hos 6:1; *Sp *Rep *M *Gr Hos 14;4.

#LAN- The Lord striking a nation in Judgment, irreversible apart from sovereign mercy. *Pl *Sic Deu 28:27, 35; *M Ps 60:2; *Sp *Cor Isa 6:10; *Gr Jer 15:18 (Israel speaking?) *M *De Jer 19:11; *Bat *M Jer 51:8, 9; *Gr Lam 2:13; *Gr *M Hos 5:13; *Sp *M Hos 7:1.

#LAN+ *Pl *Sic *M  Ex 15:26; *Sp 2 Chr 30:18-20; *Sp *Gr Ps 147:1-6; *Sp Jer 3:22; *M Eze 47:8, 9, 11; *Sp *Gr *M Hos 11:3.

#LAI-+ God’s acting in Judgment and then granting restoration *Disab Gen 20:17; *Lep Num 12:13; *Cor Job 5:18; *Sp *Sic *Cor Ps 107:17-20.

#LAI+ *M 2 Ki 2:21, 22; *Sic 2 Ki 20:5, 8; *Gr *We *Sic? Ps 6:1-2; *Gr *Cor *Sic? Ps 30:2; *Sp *Sic *Gr Ps 41:4 (slander, 41:5); *Gr *Sp (soul sickness); Ps 103:3; *Sp Isa 53:5.

Rephuah* H7499 Medicines, from Rapha H7495.

#LAN- *Cor Jer 30:13 (note 30:11); *Bat Jer 46:11 (note 46:10); *Bat Eze 30:21.

Shabar H7665 - To burst or break, crush, destroy, etc, often figurative. Sheber H7667 Ruin, affliction, breaking, broken. Relevant ones are:

~Norm- *Inj, Lev 21:19; *Inj Lev 24:20; *Inj *De 1 Sam 4:18; *Gr Ps 69:20 (note 69:19); *Gr Prov 15:4.

#LAN- *Gr *M Isa 51:19; *Gr Isa 65:14; *Bat *M Jer 6:1, *Gr Jer 6:14; *Gr Jer 8:11, 21. *Gr Jer 10:19; *Sp *Gr *M Jer 14:17; *Bat *M Jer 19:10, 11; *Sp *Cor *Gr Jer 30:12, 15; *Bat *M *Gr Jer 48:3, 5; *Sp *Gr *Op Amos 6:6; *Bat *M Nah 3:19.

#LAN+ Blessing after Judgment destruction, *Sp *Gr *M Isa 30:26.

#LAI-  *Inj *De 1 Ki 13:26, 28; *Sp *Gr *Op Jer 8:21; *Sp *Gr Jer 23:9; *Inj Zech 11:16.

#LAI+ Blessing on broken-hearted, *Sp *Rep *Gr Ps 34:18, 20; *Sp *Rep *Gr 51:17; *Sp *Rep *Gr Ps 147:3; *Sp *Rep *Gr Isa 61:1.

Shaachepheth H7829 A wasting disease, Consumption.

#LAN- *Pl *Sic Lev 26:16; *Pl *Sic Deu 28:22.

Shechin H7822- to burn, inflammation, ulcer, boil. 13x. 

~Norm- *Sic *Lep Lev 13:18,( 19, 20, 23;) *Sic 2 Ki 20:7/Isa 38:21.

#LAN- *Pl *Sic Ex 9:9, 10, 11; *Pl *Sic Deu 28:27, 35 

#LAI- (via Satan) *Sic Job 2:7.

Tachalu H8463– Disease, sickness 5x. From Chala H2456. Cp Chalah H2470  

#LAN- Judgement on disobedience *M Deu 29:22 (note 29:23-26); *We Jer 14:18; (Famine) *De Jer 16:4.

#LAI- Judgment on disobedience, *Sic 2 Chr 21:19.

#LAI+ *Gr *Sic? Ps 103:3 (Disease of the soul.). 

Tealah H8585 A channel for water/ irrigation,1 Ki 18:2, 34, 38; 2 Ki 18:17; Isa 36:2; 2 Ki 20:20; Job 38:25, 26; Isa 7:3; Eze 31:4. But perhaps because irrigation “heals” the desert it is used to mean healing.

#LAN- No healing of God’s judgment actions, *Sp *Gr Jer 30:13; *Bat *Gr Jer 46:11.

Teruphah H7322- A remedy, medicine.
#LAN+ *Sp Eze 47:12.

Tsara H6879 Leper Tsaraath H6883 Leprosy 

~Norm- *Lep Lev 13:2 & 14 more times in the chapter; *Lep Lev 13:44 45; *M (Lep in clothes etc) Lev 13:47, 49, 51, (52, 53, 59;) *M (Lep in house) Lev 14:34, (44, 55;) *Lep Lev 14:54, 57; *Lep Lev 22:4; *Lep Num 5:2; *Lep Deu 24:8; *Lep 1 Ki 5:1, 3, 6;  *Lep 2 Ki 7:3, 8. 
~Norm+ *Lep Lev 14:2, 3; *Lep Lev 14:32;  

#LAI-+ *Lep Ex 4:6; *Lep Num 12:10-14, 

#LAI- *Lep 2 Sam 3:29; *Lep 1 Ki 5:22, 27; *Lep 2 Ki 15:5/2 Chr 26:19, 20, 21, 23; 

#LAI+ *Lep 2 Ki 5:7, 11; 

Tsarah H6869– distressing pressure of troubles. Tsar H6862 Narrow, restricted, as in Num 22:26. (NT equivalent is Thlipsis as in Rom 5:3; 2 Cor 1:4.)

~Norm- *Gr Gen 42:21; *We Jer 49:24.
#LAI+ *Gr Gen 35:3; *Gr *Sic Ps 18:6; *Gr *Sic Ps 116:3-4; *Gr Isa 63:9. 

Yagan H3013To grieve, afflict, vex & Yagon H3015- Affliction, grief, sorrow 

~Norm- *Gr Gen 42:38; *Gr 44:31; *Gr Est 9:22; *Gr Job 19:2; *Gr Ps 13:2; *Gr Ps 31:10; *Gr *M Ps 107:39; *Gr *Sic Ps 116:3; *Gr Jer 20:18; 

#LAN-+ *Cor Lam 3:33.

#LAN+ *Sp *Gr Isa 35:10; *Sp *Gr Isa 51:11; *Gr *Sp Jer 31:13; *Gr Zeph 3:18 (note 3:17).

#LAN- *Op Isa 51:23; *Gr *Op *We Jer 8:18 (note 8:13); *We *Gr Jer 45:3; *Gr Lam 1:4, 5, 12, 32; *Gr *Op Eze 23:33. 

Appendix 1.         Analysis of OT Findings

INCIDENTS etc                              Specific WORDS
~Norm-                            7x        8%                                 285x   39% 

~Norm+                            6x        7%                                  12x     1.5% 

TOTAL                            13x      15%                                297x   40.5% 

        (#LAN-+           4x                                             22x)

#LAN-                              24x      27%                                 244x   34% 

#LAN+                             19x      22%                                  57x      8% 

TOTAL                             43x      49%                                301x     42% 

         (#LAI-+              8x                                            11x )

#LA1-                                15x      17%                               84x      11.5% 

#LAI+                                17x      19%                               42x        6% 

TOTAL                              32x      36%                              126x       17.5% 

              TOTAL of TOTALS  88x                                           724-x

(Percentages are approximations only)

ASPECTS OF SUFFERING & HEALING

INCIDENTS etc                              Specific WORDS
*Bat – Battle                         5x     4%                                      76x     8% 

*Cor – Correction                1x     1%                                       37x     4% 

*De – Death                        10x     7%                                       38x     4% 

*Disab – Disability               5x     4%                                       17x     2% 

*Gr – Grief/Emotion           24x   18%                                     215x   23% 

*Inj – Injury/Wound              1x     1%                                       52x     5.5% 

*M – Material                       25x   19%                                       90x   10% 

*Lep – Leprosy                     4x     3%                                       37x     4% 

*Op – Oppression                 2x     1%                                       67x     3% 

*Pl – Plague                         10x     7%                                     116x   12.5% 

*Rep – Repentance               0x                                                 19x     3% 

*Sic – Sickness                    23x   17%                                    103x   11% 

*Sp – Spiritual                      20x   15%                                      70x     7.5% 

*We – Weakness                    4x     3%                                      26x      3% 

            TOTAL                       134x                                            922x

Appendix  II  Relevant Greek Words & Analysis

(The analysis is at the close of the Appendix.)

NT Categories

This analyses ALL uses of ALL NT Greek words relevant to the subject, including those passages not printed for lack of room. 

1. *P hysical - Physical sickness-disability-injury- Malchus’ ear.

2. *S piritual infirmity-sickness, and its healing/ restoration to soundness. (*P  *S where both seem likely to be involved.) 

Those marked /// are relevant to the meaning of the WORD used. but irrelevant to the subject of sickness/healing, and so not counted in the Analysis. In my judgment “I was SICK and you visited me is irrelevant – there is no suggestion that their being sick should be changed, it’s our treatment of the sick that’s in question. But the flesh is weak, or a brother with a weak conscience is relevant - at least partly so, because it is a state that can, and should be modified.

It’s impossible to fit in neatly some incidents . The weakness in 2 Cor 11:30 is physical, but not associated with sickness. But also spiritual in that Paul didn’t act in assertive, triumphant power – as the Corinthians would expect a strong, confident servant of God to act. Of course it’s impossible to be 100% accurate, each time I revise I feel that perhaps 5% of the classifications should be changed, so I change them – and usually change them back again next time!

Where a word is used in several verses, or in the same passage in different Gospels, each occurrence of the word is counted.

While I work from KJV/NIV where any uncertainty occurs each verdict is guided by reference  to GN, NKJV & RSV. 

Hopefully some readers will have the time and inclination to check the factual base on which my expressed opinions are made. For them I have placed after each Greek word whether each reference was judged to be concerned with Physical (*P ) or Spiritual (*S) matters. And these findings are summarised under three headings Gospels [ *P  5x *S 1x ]- meaning  5 are judged to refer to Physical, and 1 to Spiritual matters.) Those for Acts are enclosed in large brackets {  } and for the Epistles in common brackets (  ). These running summaries are added up to produce the final summaries. I believe they will be found sufficiently accurate to give useful statistics. 

NEGATIVE words

Alalos G216 Dumb, mute

*P  Mk 7:37; *P  9:17, 25. [ *P  3x   *S 0x ]

Anaperos G376- Crippled.

/// Lk 14:13, 21./// 

Arrhostos G732- Not strong. A- Not Rhonnumi- To be strong.

*P  Mt 14:14; *P  Mk 6:5; *P  6:13; *P  16:18; [ *P  4x  *S 0x ]  {0x} *P  1 Cor 11:30. ( *P  1x  *S 0x ) 

Asthenes G772- Strengthless, feeble, sick.(As OT Non functioning or function impaired.)

/// Mt 25:39, 43, 44;/// *S 26:41; *S Mk14:38; *P  Lk 10:9 [ *P  1x  *S 2x ]  *P  Acts 4:9; *P  5:15, 16, { *P  3x  *S 0x } *S Rom 5:6; /// 1 Cor 1:25, 27; /// 1 Cor 4:10; *S 8:7, 10; /// 12:22; /// Gal 4:9; /// 1 Th 5:14; /// Heb 7:18; /// 1 Pet 3:7. ( *P  0x *S 3x ).

Astheneia G769 Feebleness of body or mind, sickness, infirmity.

*P  Mt 8:17; *P  Lk 5:15; *P  Lk 8:2; *P  Lk 13:11, 12; *P  Jn 5:5; *P  Jn 11:4; [ *P  7x  *S 0x ]*P  Acts 28:9; { *P  1x  *S 0x } *S Rom 6:19; *S Rom 8:26; *S 1 Cor 2:3; *P  *S 1 Cor 15:43; *P  *S 11:30; *P  *S 2 Cor 12:5; 9; 10; *P  *S 13:4 (The Lord surrendered His body Physically to the Cross, but also surrendered Himself Spiritually to it); *P  Gal 4:13; *P  1 Tim 5:23; *P  *S Heb 4:15 (Our Lord accepted our Physical limitations, but also our Spiritual ones); *P  *S Heb 5:2; *P  *S Heb 7:28; *P  *S Heb 11:34. ( *P 12x  *S 13x. )
Astheneo G770- To be feeble, weak, strengthless, sick, etc. Astheneo & Astheneia in the Gospels is largely PHYSICAL, in the Epistles, largely SPIRITUAL. Dunamis is generally the opposite.

*P  Mt 10:8; /// Mt 25:36; *P  Mk 6:56; *P  Lk 4:40; *P  7:10; *P  9:2; *P  Jn 4:46; *P  5:3, 7; *P  6:2; *P  11:1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6; [ *P  15x  *S 0x ] *P  Acts 9:37; *P  19:12; *P  *S 20:35; { *P  3x   *S 1x } *S Rom 4:19; *S 8:3; *S 14:1, 2, 21; *S 1 Cor 8:9, 11, 12; *S 9:22; *P  *S 11:30; *P  2 Cor10:10; *P  *S 11:21; *S 11:29; *P  *S 12:10; *S 13:3, 4, 9; *P  Phil 2:26, 27; *P  2 Tim 4:20; *P  Jas 5:14. ( *P 8x  *S 16x.)  

Cholos G5560- Lame, limping, crippled   

*P  Mt 11:5; *P  15:30, 31; /// 18:8; *P  21:14; /// Mk 9:45; *P  Lk 7:22; /// 14:13, 21; *P  Jn 5:3; [ *P  6x  *S 0x ] *P  Acts 3:2, 11; *P  8:7; *P  14:8; { *P  4x  *S 0x } *S Heb 12:13. (*P 0x  *S 1x. ) 

Dusenteria G1420- Dysentery.

*P  Acts 28:8. { *P  1x  *S 0x } 

Haimorrheo G131 Bleeding, Rhusis G4511 Haima G129 
*P  Mt 9:20; *P  Mk 5:25. [ *P 2x  *S 0x ]

Kakopatheo G2553- To suffer hardship.

*P  *S 2 Tim 2:3, 9; *P  *S 2 Tim 4:5; *P  *S Jas 5:13. ( *P  4x *S 4x )

Kophos G2974- Deaf, dumb/ mute 

*P  Mt 9:32, 33; *P  11:5; *P  12:22; *P  15:30, 31; *P Mk 7:32, 37; *P  9:25; *P  Lk 1:22; *P  7:22; *P  11:44. [ *P  12x  *S 0x ]

Kullos G2948- Rocking about, crooked, crippled.

*P  Mt 15:30, 31; /// 18:8; /// Mk 9:43. [ *P  2x  *S 0x ] 

Lepros G3015- Leprous, a leper

*P  Mt 8:2; *P  10:8; *P  11:5; /// 26:6; *P  Mk 1:40; /// 14:3; *P  Lk 4:27; *P  7:22; *P  17:12. [ *P  7x  *S 0x ] 

Lepra G3014- Leprosy.

*P  Mt 8:3; *P  Mk 1:42; *P  Lk 5:12, 13. [ *P  4x  *S 0x ] 

Malakia G3119- Softness, loss of health.

*P  Mt 4:23; *P  9:35; *P  10:1. [ *P  3x  *S 0x ]

Mastix G3148 A whip, scourging- Acts 22:24; Heb 11:36, also serious disease causing physical suffering.

*P  Mk 3:10; *P  5;29, 34; *P  Lk 7:21. [ *P  4x  *S 0x ]

Nosema G3553- An ailment, disease.

*P  Jn 5:4.  [ *P  1x   *S 0x] 

Nosos G3554 A malady, infirmity, sickness disease.

*P  Mt 4:23, 24; *P  8:17; *P  9:35; *P  10:1; *P  Mk 1:34; *P  3:15; *P  Lk 4:40; *P  6:17; *P  7:21; *P  9:1; [ *P  11x  *S 0x ] *P  Acts 19:12. { *P  1x  *S 0x }

Paraluo G3886- Paralysed.

*P  Lk 5:18, 24; [ *P  2x  *S 0x ] *P  Acts 8:7; *P  9:33; { *P  2x  *S 0x } *S Heb 12:12. ( *P  0x  *S 1x) 

Paralutikos G3885– Paralysed. Literally – dissolved.

*P  Mt 4:24; *P  8:6; *P  9:2, 6; *P  Mk 2:3, 4, 5, 9, 10; *P  Lk 5:24; [ *P  10x  *S 0x ]  *P   Acts 5:33. { *P  1x  *S 0x ) 

Puretos G4446- A fever, from various illness including malaria.

*P  Mt 8:15; *P  Mk 1:31; *P  Lk 4:38, 39; *P  Jn 4:53. [ *P  5x  *S 0x ] *P  Acts 28:8. { *P  1x  *S 0x } 

Tuphlos G5185– Blind, physically or spiritually.

*P  Mt 9:27, 28; *P 11:5; *P  12:22; *S 15:14; *P  15:30, 31; *P  20:30; *P  21:14; *S 23:16, 17, 19, 24, 26; *P  Mk 8:22, 23; *P  10:46, 49, 51; *P  *S Lk 4:18; *S 6:39; *P  7:21, 22; /// 14:13, 21; *P  18:35; *P  Jn 5:3; *P  9:1, 2, 6, 8, 13, 17, 18, 19, 20, 24, 25, 32, *S 9:39, 40, 41; *P  10:21; *P  11:27; [ *P  32x  *S 11x ] *P  Acts 9:9; { *P  1x  *S 0x } *S Rom 2;19; *S 2 Pet 1:9; ( *P  0x  *S 2x )

Totals for NEGATIVE words- Gosps [*P 131x *S 13x]  Acts {*P 18x *S 1x}   Epist (*P  25x *S 40x)

POSITIVE words 

Apallasso G525- To change, release, depart. 

*P  Acts 19:12. { *P  1x  *S 0x }

Diasozo- G1295- To save thoroughly save.

*P  Mt 14:36; *P  Lk 7:3; [ *P  2x  *S 0x ] /// Acts 22:24; /// 27:43; 44; *P 28:2, 4; { *P  2x  *S 0x } *P // 1 Pet 3:20. ( *P 1x  *S 0x )  

Echo Kalos To have good. Used of healing/ recovery from illness.

*P  Mk 16:18.  [ *P  1x  *S 0x ] .

Iama G2386- A means of healing, a healing.

*P  1 Cor 12:9, 28, 30. ( *P  3x  *S 0x )

Iaomai G2390- To heal, cure. 

*P  Mt 8:8, 13; *S 13:15; *P  15:28; *P  Mk 5:29; *S Lk 4:18; *P  5:17; *P  6:17, 19; *P  7:7; *S 8:2; *P  8:47; *P  9:2; *P  9:11; *P  9:42; *P 17:15; *P  22:51; *P Jn 4:47; *P  5:13; *S 12:40; [ *P  16x   *S 4x ] *P  Acts 3:11; *P  9:34; *P  *S 10:38; *P  28:8; { *P  4x  *S 1x } *S Heb 12:13; *P  *S Jas 5:16; *S 1 Pet 2:24. ( *P  1x  *S 3x )

Iasis G2392- A healing. The process of healing as reaching completion.

*P  Lk 13:32; [ *P 1x  *S 0x ] *P  Acts 4:22; *P  4:30; *S 28:27. { *P  2x  *S 1x} 

Iatros- G2395 A Physician. As the Lord uses it to say of sinners that they are sick and need a physician it seems best to count these references in neither classification

Mt 9:12; Mk 2:17; 5:26; Lk 4:23; 5:31; 8:43; Col 4:14. 

Hugiaino G5198 To have sound health in body, doctrine, etc. 

*S Lk 5:31; *P 7:10; *P 15:27; [ *P  2x  *S 1x ] *S 1 Tim 1:10; *S 6:3; *S 2 Tim 1:13; *S 4:3; *S Titus 1:9, 13; *S 2:1, 2; *P  3 Jn 1:2. ( *P  1x  *S 8x )

Hugies G5199- To be sound, in good health in body, or doctrine, etc.

*P  Mt 12:13; *P 15:31; *P Mk 3:5; *P 5:34; *P Lk 6:10; *P Jn 5:4, 6, 9, 11, 14, 15; *P  7:23; [ *P  12x  *S 0x ] *P Acts 4:10; { *P  1x  *S 0x}  *S Titus 2:8. ( *P  0x  *S 1x.)

Katharizo G2511 to be physically made clean (in the sight of the Law) from leprosy or spiritually from sin.

*P  Mt 8:2, 3; *P 10:8; *P 11:5; /// 23:25, 28; *P Mk 1:40, 41, 42; /// Mk 7:19; *P  Lk 4:27; *P  5:12, 13; *P 7:22; ///11:39; *P  17:14, 17; [ *P 12x  *S 0x ] *S Acts 10:15; *S 11:9; *S 15:9; { *P  0x  *S 3x } *S 2 Cor 7:1; *S Eph 5:26; *S Titus 2:14; *S Heb 9:14; *S 9:22, 23; *S Jas 4:8; *S 1 Jn 1:7, 9. ( *P  0x  *S 9x ). 

Sozo G4982- To save, spiritually, or to save from ill-health or death – cure, heal.

*S Mt 1:21; *P 8:25; *P 9:21, 22; *P *S 10:22; *P 14:30; *S 16:25; *S 18:11; *S 19:25; *P *S 24:13, 22; *P  27:40, 42, 49; *P  Mk 3:4; *P 5:23; *P 5:28, 34; *P 6:56; *P *S 8:35; *S 10:26; *P  10:52; *P *S 13:13, 20; *P  15:30, 31; *S 16:16; *P Lk 6:9; *S 7:50; *S 8:12; *P *S 8:36; *P 8:48; *P 8:50; *P *S 9:24; *P 9:56; *S 13:23; *P 17:19; *P *S 17:33; *S 18:26; *P 18:42; *S 19:10; *P 23:35, 37, 39; *S Jn 3:17, 34; *S 10:9; *P 11:12; *P *S 12:27; *S 12:47; [ *P  35x  *S 25x ]  *S Acts 2:21; *S 2:40, 47; *P 4:9; *S 4:12; *S 11:14; *P 14:9; *S 15:1, 11; *S 16:30, 31; *P 27:20, 31; { *P  4x  *S 9x } *S Rom 5:9, 10; *S 8:24; *S 9:27; *S 10:9, 13; *S 11:14, 26; *S 1 Cor 1:18, 21; *S 3:15; *S 5:5 *S 7:16; *S 9:22; *S 10:33; *S 15:2; *S 2 Cor 2:15; *S Eph 2:5, 8; *S 1 Th 2:16; *S 2 Th 2:10; *S 1 Tim 1:19; *S 1 Tim 2:4; *P 1 Tim 2:15; *S 1 Tim 4:16; *S 2 Tim 1:9; *S 2 Tim 4:18; *S Titus 3:5; /// Heb 5:7; *S 7:25; *S Jas 1:21; *S 2:14; *S 4:12; *P 5:15; *S 5:20; *S 1 Pet 3:21; *S 4:18; *P Jude 1:5; *S 1:21. ( *P 3x  *S 35x). 

(Sozo as Physical “Salvation”- Healing makes up 23% of the total in the Gospels, 13% in Acts, 5% in the Epistles. This reflects the emphasis in each section.)

Therapeuo G2323- To serve as a Therapon A servant who provides care, as Moses did, Heb 3:5. In NT its used of healing.

*P Mt 4:23, 24; *P 8:7; *P 8:16; *P 9:35; *P 10:1, 8; *P 12:10; *P 12:15; *P 12:23; *P 14:14; *P 15:30; *P 17:16, 18; *P 19:2; *P 21:14; *P Mk 1:34; *P 3:2; *P 3:10; *P 3:15; *P 6:5; *P 6:13; /// Lk 4:23; *P Lk 4:40; *P 5:15; *P 6:7; *P 6:18; *P 7:21; *P 8:43; *P 9:1, 6; *P 10:9; *P 13:14; *P 14:3, 4; *P Jn 5:10; [ *P 35x  *S 0x ] *P Acts 4:14; *P 5:16; *P 8:7; (17:25 worshipped) *P Acts 28:9; { *P 4x *S 0x ) (Rev 13:3, 12 the Beast’s deadly wound.) 

Therapeia- G2322 Care and attention given to a household, as in Mt 24:25; Lk 12:42, or producing healing as in:

*P  Lk 9:11; [ *P  1x  *S 0x ] 

Totals for POSITIVE words-  Gosps  [ *P 117x *S 30]   Acts {*P 14x *S 14x   Epis ( *P  9x *S 56x). 

TOTALS-  Gospels [*P 248x *S 42x]   {Acts *P  36x *S 32x}     Epist (*P  34x *S 96x). 

  Total references            *Physical Sickness & Healing      *Spiritual Sickness & Healing

Gospels      290x                        248x        85%                               42x      15% 

Acts              68x                          36x        53%                               32x       47% 

Epistles       130x                          34x       26%                                96x       74% 

In the Gospels the emphasis was on the Physical Healing provided for Israel by Christ as demonstrating that He was their Messiah if they would accept Him. In the Epistles the emphasis is on the Spiritual Healing provided for His Heavenly People, the Church.  In Acts we see a transition from one to the other.

E. Read   25.2.2002.  Revised  7.4.2003.

Correction or Criticism with a view to improvement is appreciated.

(Please accept my apologies for my not having checked all references as thoroughly as I usually do. There are so many in this booklet, and with my increasing age it is very time-consuming.)

Booklets in the “Listening to the Lord” Series:-

Joshua.                   Judges.                     1 & 2 Samuel.  

I & 2 Kings.              Ruth,    Habakkuk,    Haggai.

Matthew.                  Romans.                   1 & 2 Corinthians.

Galatians.                 Philippians.               Colossians. 

1 & 2 Thessalonians. 2 Peter & Jude.        Revelation.

Booklets in the “Looking to the Word” Series:-

Abortion Protests/Lessons from Sodom; 

The Believer & Evil.                                   The Law, the Lord & Us;.

God's Word in English - KJV etc.               Guidance. 

Pre-Reformation Church History.               A N Groves & the Brethren Movement;.
Copies of all these are available free from the writer:

Mr E. Read,

F2/55 Middleton Rd, 

Christchurch, 4.

New Zealand.

Much of this material is available on "the Web" - http://www.linwoodbiblechapel.org.nz/studies.html
FAX Messages sent to New Zealand 03 379 9990 will be passed on to me.

Please feel free to use any material from any of these booklets 

in any way to the glory of God.
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