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INTRODUCTION

These notes are aimed at encouraging Believers to take a renewed interest in the Lord's LAST MESSAGE to the members of His body. The when, where, how, and what of the "Kingdom which He will restore to Israel," Acts 1:7 are not directly our concern. Being Lamp stands, witnesses unto Him, is. So, what is said about Israel, and the Gentile nations, is largely ignored, I've tried to write in such a way as to not offend needlessly "Jew, Gentile," or any of the varied strands that make up the professing "Church of God," 1 Cor 10:32.

WRITER- John, so well known that no other identification was needed. The tradition that it was John the Apostle goes back to Justin Martyr 2nd century. Any differences in vocabulary and style between the Gospel and Revelation are appropriate to their different purposes. Both take up a limited number of incidents and show how they display the Lord's Glory. DATE- Probably in the reign of Domitian, AD. 81-96. The Apostle John would have been a very old man. Jerusalem, the Temple, and the Jewish Nation had been destroyed. God was continuing His work through the Churches, which were suffering severe persecution. Revelation was recognised as Holy Scripture by the Western Churches by 150 AD., but later in the East because used by the Montanists to support their unorthodox theories.

ITS NATURE AND PURPOSE. 

WHAT IT IS- A message from the Lord Jesus in Glory, given in instalments, written as a permanent record, by a man willing to die for the truth and importance of what he wrote. ("Testifies" 1:2 in Greek NT is "Martyr.") And sent to seven different churches, for them all to read, and beyond them to every one willing to listen to what the Spirit of God is saying in it, 2:11. 

It is "The REVELATION, of JESUS CHRIST," DRAWING THE CURTAIN BACK FROM THE UNSEEN, and in Ch 1-3 showing us:

WHO the Lord is, and WHAT He is doing, and HOW He operates. WHO and WHAT we are as individuals and churches, & WHAT WE'RE HERE FOR. 

WHO and WHAT opposes us, and WHAT they can and can't do. 

The DECISIONS we can make. 

The CONSEQUENCES of what we decide to do, or, not do. 

Ch. 4-5 Open heaven to our view, and show the central role of the Slain Lamb. 

(Ch. 6-20 Unveil the Lord in relation to the Nations at their final triumph of unity and organization, and their final Judgment. 

Finally HEAVEN is unveiled, and seen to be entirely a matter of relationship with the Lord, and all that He is- a state utterly intolerable to anyone who had in this life preferred not to know Him.

The bliss of personal fulfilment / being appreciated / having all one's desires met, that represents "Heaven" to natural humanity is there, but enjoyed ONLY BECAUSE the unveiling of the LORD,  in His reality, banishes all selfish desires for such lesser goals, apart from HIM. 

METHOD- APOCALYPTIC. The "Apocalyptic" method uses symbols to reveal truths which can't be expressed in simple statements. It is in the Old 

Testament books of Ezekiel, Daniel, Zecharaiah, etc which provide both the style, and much of the material taken up in this book. Some of Jewish Apocryphal books also use the same material and style, but without any authoritative message. And books such as "Pilgrim's Progress," follow the same pattern. 

Apocalyptic Literature grows out of a time of persecution of God's people and visible frustration of His purposes. It stimulates faith in God by showing Him to be at work beneath the surface of current events. It reveals the true nature of what is happening as being a conflict between God, and Satan, that will work out to God's glory when He steps in, as He must, to destroy evil, reward good, and bring in His Kingdom, by miraculous intervention.

Because of its style, Apocalyptic Scripture cannot be used to ORIGINATE doctrines, but it may confirm or illustrate doctrines taught elsewhere. But that very style stirs emotions, and dedication to right living. It encourages endurance of adverse circumstances and confidence in ultimate victory, and so produces OVERCOMERS. The Letters to Churches are particularly practical in evaluating where we are at, and what we need to do. 

Apocalyptic writing is "Beyond Mathematics- and largely BEYOND REASONINGS." You either see what it is saying, or you don't. The forms and images used, are inevitably inadequate, and may seem merely confusing and contradictory to our small minds. You will gain almost nothing by argument- merely display your childish bad manners by quarrelling with your neighbour before the THRONE. Which quarrelling, of course, proves that you are not in fact / spirit there at all!

The TIMELESS, imprecise, pictorial style of Revelation, leaves it free to speak to Believers in a wide variety of situations. It captures their attention, and concentrates their thoughts on the LORD in relation to what happens in the world. Yet, being dependent on individual, spiritual interpretation, was not actionable at law as treason. This allowed it to be circulated with minimum opposition. [Our Fables, Nursery Rhymes, etc And recently in China, plays about scheming women destroying the state discrediting Mao's widow, have also worked in such an indirect way. Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, with characters drawn from his personal experience of life, is a more direct parallel.] 

BUT any such outsmarting the authorities, or lessening persecution of His people, is not God's main purpose in using this style of revelation. And making things difficult for the reader to understand, or providing scope for a select few to use their imagination to produce ingenious interpretations that would help them sell books and found sects and cults is obviously NOT His purpose. God used this method because it was the BEST, or possibly the ONLY way to reveal the truths He wished to convey to us. 

In infinite wisdom, holiness, and love, God stoops to meet our need, and sift us, by using Parables and Apocalyptic writing. He draws near to us in them, arousing our curiosity, stirring our attention, and creating in us an awareness that we don't know all the answers, and don't yet appreciate / enjoy all there is. This is an invitation to postpone final decisions while we spend time with Him and give the Lord the chance to tell us more. If we set our hearts and minds on discovering what the Lord is saying, they open windows so that the invisible, and otherwise unimaginable, links up rationally, or visually, with things known / knowable to us in the world which registers on our senses. The measure in which we understand His message, is less important than the measure in which we come to a clear and closer knowledge of Him, and assurance that HE KNOWS WHAT HE IS DOING, EVEN IF HIS BEST POSSIBLE ATTEMPT AT EXPLAINING IT ALL TO US LEAVES US STILL BEWILDERED.

The effect of a DIRECT revelation of the Lord is made clear in 1:17. None of us could LIVE and BE WHAT GOD WANTS US TO BE in these bodies in this world, in that state. John got "Revelation" in "doses" that he could take. Paul needed a "thorn in the flesh" to cope with life after a brief visit to glory, 2 Cor 12:1-10. You may feel spiritually like a small boy tramping on a hot day when he comes to a lake "I'm so thirsty I wish I could drink it all at one gulp!" but that kind of prayer God is too kind to grant. And IF we could see our spiritual enemies as they really are we could only grovel in terror maybe. SO we must not complain about The Lord choosing to reveal Himself filtered through words, that spell out symbols, that faintly outline... HE KNEW WHAT HE WAS DOING. 

SYMBOLS & THEIR FUNCTION. 

Statements STATE truth. Symbols PICTURE truth. SYMBOLS ARE NOT STATEMENTS, except in the sense that they make a SYMBOLIC STATEMENT about the thing they symbolise. The Greek word Homoios= "Something like," is used mostly in the Parables "the Kingdom of Heaven IS LIKE..." and here in Revelation. It reminds us that God is taking up things from the world of our everyday life and knowledge that are in SOME way or ways LIKE the things God wants us to see and know. He is using them as SYMBOLS to represent invisible, spiritual, eternal truths, and forces. 

So, SYMBOLS link something concrete, physical, observable, with something intellectual, moral, or spiritual, and therefore not in itself visible, to convey some ideas / insights about the latter.     Even our modern Western culture retains some symbols in relation to royalty, marriage, popular awards, etc.

Because SYMBOLS are not statements we must remember that:

1. Contrasting symbols such as CITY, and BRIDE, in Rev 21, are equally true, and balance each other by their very differences. It is folly to treat them as statements which need to be reconciled.

2. The use of Homoios= "In some ways like," reminds us that in many ways symbol and reality are also unlike. Nothing VISIBLE / COMPREHENSIBLE to us, can adequately convey spiritual, eternal realities. The Reality goes far beyond the symbol in many ways. BUT equally some aspects of the symbol do not correspond to the reality. Symbols must be interpreted cautiously, but if used rightly, reveal treasures otherwise unknowable.

3. The external form which illustrates, emphasises and recalls truth is no guarantee of inner reality. Following purification ritual is not purity. Sheep's clothing or rent garments do not guarantee harmlessness or broken-heartedness. Calling Christ LORD, does not always indicate discipleship, Lk 6:46-49.

Anyone who has struggled to get a three dimensional scene on to a flat sheet of paper, AND to convey the reality of the feeling that scene evoked in them as they viewed it, can begin to understand the impossibility of God making simple plain statements that will tell us Who and What He is, What He is doing etc. HE chose what is good for us to know, and the symbols that best reveal it. It is foolish to attempt to read the Symbols as plain statements. It is idiocy to imagine that the symbol is the reality. Even in the PHYSICAL world Einstein's E = mc2  is not a plain statement to me. It attempts to say something ABOUT the Universe. It certainly must not be mistaken for the Universe itself! 

Revelation needn't be a closed book to any of us. Every believer can understand all the truth he needs, without human help if need be, 1 Jn 2:20. The Holy Spirit was given us so that He could take of the things of Christ and reveal HIM, and THEM to us, Jn 16:12-15. He removes the "Veil" so that we can see Christ in the Scriptures and be transformed, 2 Cor 3:16-18. Each of us WILL know the truth of God and its right application to our lives IF WE REALLY WANT TO, John 7:17.

Do we want to hear what God wants to say to us? Want to have fellowship with Him in doing what He is telling us to do? 

THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN FOR OUR BLESSING, 1:3, It doesn't begin "Blessed is he who becomes an expert in, ingeniously speculates about," etc. All Scripture is GOD BREATHED with the purpose of fitting us all for every good work that God intends us to do, 2 Tim 3:16-17. If we will read it, listen to what it says, and take it to heart, IT WILL BLESS US BY DOING THAT.

At some stages it may be essential for His people to use this Revelation to interpret what is happening around them, so as to see and take up the role God wills for them. 

But for most of God's People, most of the time, our great need is to have the tinted glasses / blinkers taken off our eyes so that the world around us no longer blinds or deceives us. To do this, it reveals Our Lord in relation to the visible world, so that we may KNOW HIM better, and be drawn into fellowship with Him and His purposes. Something of this process of "Seeing the invisible," and the consequences, are described in 2 Cor. 3 & 4. As we unveil our faces to the Lord who here reveals Himself to us, the Holy Spirit transforms us into His likeness, as we face Him, 2 Cor 3:16-18. This brings: 

(a) PEACE OF MIND- The world, flesh, and devil only SEEM magnificent, and triumphant- God IS in control. 

(b) HUMILITY- Reading or hearing ONE exposition of this book, given by someone confident he knows everything about it, is fascinating, and we may feel PROUD to share the superior knowledge of someone who's got it right! 

When we have read a few more, including one where the French Revolution, and Napoleon fill the stage, the bubble is pricked- I hope Gorbachev realises what a mess he's making of the confident predictions of some expositors of the "End of the world scenario!"

Expositors who speak with God-like authority and confidence, prove by their very attitude that they have kept at a safe distance from God in their studies. Their sensational claims may win them a large following, but at best God is able to do a shallow work only, through their ministry. Only readers with a sense of humour will be enjoying their books forty years later. 

If studying this book makes us ARROGANT, in beliefs / preaching. Or DIVISIVE, abusive and quarrelsome with God's children who do not agree with us, we are distorting God's Word to our own destruction, 2 Pet 3:16. Human pride / assertiveness, wither in its light. 

Unless we then become blindly loyal to one expositor, OR write this part of the Bible off as irrelevant, we are forced to acknowledge that God and His purposes are VITAL, VAST, and COMPLEX beyond all knowledge. Studying it honestly will cut us down to size. It will leave us no hope that we can become EXPERTS in His Kingdom, but no doubt that we should SEEK IT AND ITS RIGHTEOUSNESS FIRST. 

We will then value what God says more, and men's interpretations less. Most of what they have to say is mere static to be ignored, while we concentrate our attention on the final message of God's word- The certainty of the ultimate TRIUMPH OF THE SLAIN LAMB, and the challenge to take up and use His Grace, to His Glory. 

Many "Theological Frameworks," offer to help us understand this book: PRETERISTS- apply what it says to the First Century situation. HISTORICISTS- see it worked out in the history of the World & Church. FUTURISTS- see it as foretelling what will happen as God and Satan bring this world to its climax. IDEALISTS- see it as setting out timeless truths. 

ALL of these have their value, but like all human theological concepts and terms cramp, cripple, and divide, as much as they help if we take them too seriously. The book of Revelation brings people into the presence of God and His purposes, and empowers them to know and do His will. It has done that for real Christians in all ages, in spite of the "help" theological frameworks gave them. 

Any FRAME OF REFERENCE or EXPOSITIONAL THEORY WE TRY TO FIT IT INTO automatically affects what we see in this book. Our expectations dull our eyes to some things which it clearly says, and sharpen them to see things which almost certainly aren't there. But in spite of this, ALL WHO HAVE LOOKED TO THIS BOOK IN THEIR NEED, GOD HAS BLESSED AS THEY DID SO. Without necessarily agreeing with their views / practices we can echo Heb 13:7-8 "Consider the outcome of their way of life. Imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the unchanging One."

TO THE EARLY READERS, during two hundred years of conflict with Imperial Rome when confession that "Caesar is LORD," or "Jesus is LORD," decided whether you lost your possessions, freedom, and possibly your life, this book was present HISTORY, and also PROPHECY of what might happen at any moment when God intervened. This steadied them, enthused them, kept them on track, helped them to be Overcomers, by life or death as a result. 

SOME of them, no doubt, thought they were "overcomers," but were disgraceful failures because they faced the enemy, in a spirit similar to the enemy's. See Rom 12:21. 

TO THE PROTESTANTS OF THE REFORMATION, as conflict with Ecclesiastical Rome sharpened, and threatened to wipe out them and their Bible-Based "The Just shall live by Faith," Gospel, it was again present HISTORY, and also PROPHECY of what might happen in the immediate future. They had no doubt that the bloodthirsty enemy "Mystery Babylon" was Ecclesiastical Rome- as the first readers had no doubt it was Imperial Rome, and again the message of this book steadied them, enthused them, kept them on track, helped them to be Overcomers by life or death, as a result. 

Some of them no doubt were failures in God's sight because they fought Ecclesiastical Rome, in the same self righteous spirit it had. 

THE DISPENSATIONALIST EVANGELICALS OF THE 19TH CENTURY, again saw this book as present HISTORY- the "Church of Philadelphia" stage, faced with an open door for the Gospel. The popular theology of the day, saw the Kingdom of God about to be set up on earth through the POLITICAL action of Christians in Christianising the social, economic and educational life at home, and the spread of this desirable state worldwide through Christian Missionary Imperialism linked with the Colonial Imperialism of "Christian" states. 

Resisting this popular view, they concentrated on getting God's Word out, and individuals converted. They learned from this book that human institutions could not be converted, and apparent success at doing so, would be Laodicean lukewarmness to the Lord. 

Again, the message of the book steadied them, enthused them, kept them on track, helped them to be Overcomers. To be content to see themselves as weak, faced with an open door for a spiritual work directly dependent on the Lord, rather than jump on the bandwagon of bringing the world around under the authority of / fit for the rule of "King Jesus" by social and political action. No doubt some prided themselves in fulfilling the role of Philadelphia, and needed the rebuke of the good brother who said "When a church calls itself Philadelphia, it proves that it is Laodicea!" 

TODAY? We can see that the OPPONENTS of the above three groups were not ENTIRELY wrong. The peace and order of life under Imperial Rome did depend on everyone, IN SOME SENSE saying "Caesar is Lord." Ecclesiastical Rome was right in saying that the Reformation shattered the visible Unity of the Church, and weakened its power to control the world. The failure of Dispensationalists to throw their weight behind the Prohibition movement or the Civil Rights campaign in U.S.A. did weaken those efforts. 

Those CHRISTIANS who used this book rightly were never entirely right. But they were right in viewing the PAST, PRESENT, and FUTURE, in the light of the message of this REVEALING OF JESUS CHRIST, and the preaching of personal Salvation through Christ Crucified, alone. We will be blessed if we do the same.

WHAT DIFFERENCE IT MAKES IF WE USE IT. 

One CAN enjoy an activity without understanding how it works / what's involved in it, its rules, its strategies- 6 year olds play "football" that way. But such cheerful opportunism should be outgrown after a while! It's important to KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON. To choose to READ, LISTEN, TAKE TO HEART, what this book says about our role in family, church, and the world around and so take up the challenge to REPENT and BE AN OVERCOMER. For this it shows us: 

(a) THE RELEVANCE AND ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF THE LORD HIMSELF, to every one of us, in every situation, in every work. It is because ALL power in Heaven and earth is His, that He sends us out to do His will, and assures us He is always with us, Mt 28:18-20. This is just as well, because without Him we can do nothing at all that is worth doing, John 15:5. In fact what is not done in His love is just empty show and noise, 1 Cor 13:1-7. 

(b) THE INEVITABILITY OF THE OUTCOME OF EVERY CHOICE WE MAKE. This book is about what MUST take place, 1:1; 4:1; 10:11; 11:5; 13:10; 17:10; 20:3; 22:6. What Revelation records is the inevitable working out of what MUST PREDICTABLY HAPPEN, because God is Who and What He is, and the Universe is what He made it. Sovereign Grace transforms those who accept it, enabling God to deal with their past, and enabling them to start to sow for a new harvest. But it remains true that no-one fools God, or beats His system. What we sow we reap, if we sow to the Flesh, or sow to the Spirit, the crop is guaranteed in due course, Gal 5:16- 6:10. 

(c) THE IMMEDIACY OF THE INVISIBLE LORD, THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, AND THE RELATIONSHIPS WITH HIM THAT ARE CALLED HEAVEN AND HELL. 

WHAT MUST HAPPEN, is potentially only a moment away. 

We can live rightly only if we make our moment by moment decisions in the Light of that fact- think, say, do what we would do if the Lord was right there by us. Because He IS right here with us, and could at any moment be visibly so, and, for us, time, with its freedom to think, say and do as His disciples and ambassadors in this world, would be frozen at that point. 

Paul looked forward to the Judgment seat of Christ, BECAUSE HE LIVED CONTINUALLY IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS LORD WITH HIS EYE ON HIM, 2 Cor 5:6-10. And he passed on his watchword "Maranatha= THE LORD IS NEAR," as something that would stop Sisters in Christ sniping at each other verbally, Brothers in Christ throwing their weight around to look big, and stop all our whining and worrying, setting us free to REJOICE IN THE LORD, and concentrate our attention on positive aspects of life, in the presence of God, Phil 4:1- 9. 

(d) THE UNLIMITED SCOPE FOR THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER WHEREVER HE IS WHATEVER HIS CIRCUMSTANCES. In the most corrupt community and church, He CAN walk with the Lord in spotless white. And, in a church that makes the Lord feel like vomiting, there opens to the individual Believer willing to obey, the invitation to share the THRONE of his LORD, 3:21. 

THE ONE ESSENTIAL FOR AN ETERNAL TRIUMPH IN YOUR LIFE AND MINE IS? Something for us to OVERCOME that makes us realise we need the Lord's help to overcome it.]] 

Chapter ONE. 

1:1-20  The LORD Reveals Himself to John

1:1 THE REVELATION- Apokalupsis- To uncover, unveil. OF- equally FROM and ABOUT Jesus Christ His work. JESUS CHRIST- Who He is and what He is doing, showing His relevance, and sufficiency for all we come up against. This book draws the curtain back to show us more of the Lord, what is going on in Heaven, the Church, and World, and how it will all work out. It is not REVELATIONS- Mere startling information, but the Lord Jesus Christ revealing Himself, and His purposes from Glory. As always He REVEALS HIMSELF to us, so we may KNOW HIM better, be drawn into fellowship with Him, and so be transformed into His likeness, 2 Cor 3:18. Using it to demonstrate our intellectual ingenuity, or to feed the credulous love of "Wonders," is perverse. 

WHICH GOD GAVE TO HIM TO SHOW HIS SERVANTS- Doulos- Bond-servants, slaves - voluntarily so in our case. THAT WHICH/what MUST- Dei- Indicates what OUGHT to happen, certainly MUST Happen, inevitably and predictably, because of who He is, what He has done, and the response men have made to Him. 

SHORTLY/Soon- Lit. With speed. COME TO PASS/take place- When it happens it will be instantaneous, and it is God's NEXT intervention. God in Christ has done all He can for mankind. In GRACE He patiently holds out the offer of Salvation. This demands that each person respond and give his final, eternal answer NOW, at this moment, 2 Cor 6:2; 2 Pet 3:9. This isn't a STATEMENT about the calendar or the clock, but SYMBOLISING the immediacy of the invisible Lord, the Spiritual world, and the relationships with Him that we call Heaven, and Hell. They are not DISTANT. At any moment you or I may be in His immediate presence. At any moment The Lord in Glory may burst upon our senses. 

Meanwhile He is only a step away. Listen to Him! Trust Him! Enjoy Him! Serve Him! Everything shared with Him now, is shared with Him forever! Respond "We want to see Jesus, to reach out and touch Him."

SIGNIFIED/made known- Semaino- from Semeion= a Sign. That is, these truths are being revealed in the form of SIGNS/ SYMBOLS which must be interpreted as such, not be misread as STATEMENTS. HIS ANGEL- Angelos- Messenger. Used 70x in Revelation, for the Lord Jesus as God the Messenger, and for Angelic or human messengers. SENT BY HIS/by sending HIS ANGEL- The Lord Jesus?? TO HIS SERVANT- Doulos- Bondservant, slave. Totally the property of and dedicated to the service of his Lord. JOHN.

1:2. WHO BARE RECORD/Testifies- Martureo- Speaks as a WITNESS/ Martyr. John was one of those who responded to Acts 1:8 "You shall be Witnesses/ Martus unto Me." He proclaimed the Gospel of Christ, lived by it, and was ready to die for it. The message they spoke or wrote was for them a life and death matter of certainty. Not "Started the rumour that." "Postulated the theory/ theological proposition." or "Created the charming myth that." These are not daydreams, but truth to live by, and die for. 

OF THE WORD- Logos- The message expressed in words. The Son of God Himself as revealing the Father, Jn 1:1-14, etc. AND THE TESTIMONY- #Marturia- OF JESUS CHRIST- The witness of His LIFE, TEACHING, DEATH, and all that the Holy Spirit has since revealed about Him, Jn 14:6.

ALL THINGS/Everything- Suggests John's transparency not filtering out/ selecting what he passed on. Our witness must be like that. HE SAW- #Eidon- This word for "SEE," emphasises the discerning of what is seen. "Anyone who has SEEN Me (discerned, not merely watched Jesus of Nazareth) has SEEN the Father," Jn 14:9. 

1:3. BLESSED- Blessing is offered to ALL who read with a desire to have fellowship with God. Being in tune with God's purposes means fulfilment, fruitfulness, and glory to God as His will is done. 

READETH/reads- Anaginosko- Ana= again, Ginosko= to know by fellowship and experience. The form of the Greek word reminds us that beyond the mere scanning of words, the reader is expected to have fellowship with what is read, and the Person it concerns. In PUBLIC reading, the Reader represents the Writer of what he reads. 

THEY THAT/those who HEAR- In most ages the HEARERS have far outnumbered the READERS. Even today many who will not read for themselves may benefit from a Scripture quoted to them, applied to their circumstances. THE WORDS- Logos- The message conveyed in the words written here. OF THIS PROPHECY- Propheteia- Pro= forth, Phemi= to speak. In the Bible, the speaking forth of the mind of God. This may include foretelling what will happen in the future, as Micah 5:2 foretold that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem. KEEP- see 2:26. (Lit. READING, HEARING, KEEPING- a continuous process.) 

FOR THE TIME- Kairos- A fixed or definite period, a season. IS AT HAND/Near- Engus- Near, in place or time. After almost 2000 years it is not easy to see the sense of this statement. We don't know that the "delay" has been inevitable, but we do know that each generation needs to counterbalance the pressure of the world by remembering that at any moment the Lord may come. 

Bible critics may sneer learnedly about the ignorance of the writers of the NT, who expected the return of Christ, and the judgment, to happen in their lifetime. It need not embarrass us. The events were, and are NEAR, IN PLACE. And it was only in their lifetime that they could look for their Lord to come - as we in our lifetime can and should! God the Eternal, outside time, yet Omnipresent, is ALWAYS NEAR, "Maranatha!" His comforting, purifying, directing, all-sufficient, enabling presence is instantly, invisibly available at our call. The Shout, the Judgment Seat, the Eternal Joy (and equally the Judgment Intervention in the world and its affairs, and, the Eternal Doom) involve no change in HIM, merely the removal of human choice as to whether they will deal with Him or not.

1:4. JOHN TO THE SEVEN- Symbolising completeness, used 52x in Revelation. Presumably they provided a perfect range of teaching examples. CHURCHES- Ekklesia- Called out companies- Ek= out of, Klesis= a calling. Believers, CALLED OUT from the world, to the Lord Jesus Christ to be His own, His functioning body on earth. IN the province of ASIA- Today part of Turkey.

GRACE- The unmerited, generous, wise response of God to our need. Occurs in this book only here and in 22:21. Over 100x in Paul's letters. The rest of this book is concerned with what people have DONE about God's Grace and what works out from that. AND PEACE- The calmness resulting from experiencing the Grace of God and knowing Him as the God of grace. It enables us to face uncertain opportunities and threatening futures confident in Who and What He is, and that we are in His hands. 

FROM HIM WHICH/who IS, WAS, IS TO COME- Expansion of OT concept of Jehovah, the I AM. The sole, eternal, unchanging God. The infinity of GOD in all directions/ aspects is emphasised in Revelation. AND FROM THE SEVEN SPIRITS- Makes no sense as a STATEMENT about there being seven otherwise unmentioned Spirits. But linked with the seven attributes of God's Spirit in Isa 11:2, it is a powerful SYMBOL of the Fullness, Perfection, and Total Adequacy of the Holy Spirit. BEFORE- Enopion- Before the eyes of. HIS THRONE- Suggests both face to face fellowship with the throne, and a mediatory role between the throne and creation. God in His Being and Rule, reaches out to us and others in flexible, appropriate ways through His Holy Spirit.

1:5. AND FROM JESUS CHRIST/Who is THE FAITHFUL WITNESS- Martus. FIRSTBEGOTTEN/Firstborn FROM THE DEAD- Not a statement about being BORN. His resurrection SYMBOLISED, and ensured, the resurrection of all who believe in Him/ are "In Christ," 1 Cor 15; Col 1:18. THE PRINCE/Ruler OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH. 

UNTO HIM WHO LOVED/Loves- Agapao- to Love, unselfishly- Its meaning is displayed in the love of God for us, the Love demonstrated by Jesus Christ. WASHED- [RT]- Louo- To wash. /Freed- [Nes]- Luo- To set free. To wash IS to FREE from dirt/ sin. LOVES- present continuous. FREED- the once-and-for-all completed sacrificial work of atonement, Heb 10:10. 

FROM OUR SINS- Hamartia- Missing the mark- First used of arrows. The common word for sin in NT. Such "SINNING" by an arrow disappoints/ frustrates the archer. Like Adam and Eve we "Sin" wilfully by failing to love and rejoice in the fellowship of God. The arrow exists to hit the mark, so sin robs it of its purpose in life. By "Sinning" the arrow damages both itself and others. The lost opportunity is final, unless the archer bothers to find the arrow, adjust it, and give it another chance. How gladly we should submit to adjustment/ remaking. 

IN/by HIS OWN BLOOD- The death of the sinless, and acceptable sacrifice on behalf of the sinner, as pictured in the OT, is a constant theme. That action is as final as any death. But, is effective only if the individual sinner will identify himself with the Sacrifice as Christ the Sacrifice has identified Himself with us sinners.

1:6. MADE US KINGS- Basileus [RT] /a Kingdom- Basileia [Nes]. Kingdom is likely to be correct. The later RT reflects the stage when the Professing Church was obsessed with RULING in Christ's Name rather than being ruled by Him. Any Kingship, Gen 1:26; Rom 13:1-4, is a God-given, God-oriented, God-enabled stewardship. When Adam took Satan's short cut in order to gain God-like freedom of action, he unfitted himself for Kingly rule. By rebelling he faced rebellion in nature around him and within himself. He no longer CONSISTENTLY desired the good, and when he did desire it, his rebellious desires frustrated his efforts, Rom 7. Sin cuts man off from God's resources. God called Israel to be a Kingdom of Priests, Ex 19:6. But as the LAW had to depend on human nature it failed, Rom 8:3. TRUTH alone was not enough, but GRACE & TRUTH came by Christ Jesus, and loosed us from the stranglehold of sin, and set us free to REIGN in life, in fellowship with Our Lord, Rom 5:17. We will one day REIGN as in Rev 5:10, but rather than day dream about that now, we are to take up the challenge, each day, to no longer let sin reign in our life, Rom 6:12. Kings have dignity, freedom to act, and the responsibility that goes with it. By His grace we are "a Kingdom of Co-Kings," in fellowship with Christ.

AND PRIESTS- Hierus- One responsible for offering sacrifices to God. UNTO/To serve GOD AND HIS FATHER- In Christ we become subjects who Reign with Him, The King of Righteousness, Priests who intercede, and lead worship with Him, the Great High Priest, who shares with us His Priestly work of intercession, and worship. And, servants who serve with Him. TO HIM BE GLORY- Doxa- The visible and appreciated manifestation of worthiness. 

DOMINION/power- Kratos- Manifested power. FOR EVER AND EVER- Lit. "Unto the ages of the ages." Our minds can't grasp the concept of eternity, so words used of it lack clarity and precision. We attempt to order history by dividing it into various "Ages" such as "The Stone Age," etc. Eternity is here expressed as "the Age that includes all possible Ages." AMEN- When God reveals Himself and His will to us, our will should respond "Amen." God is glorified as we take up the challenge of shared knowledge, Jn 15:15-16. Our will willing itself to be in fellowship with Him, as in 2 Cor 1:20, where the "Amen" by which we glorify God can be simply and delightfully summed up as our saying "Yes please," and "Thank you," to all God's promises to us in Christ.

1:7. BEHOLD/Look HE COMETH/is coming WITH CLOUDS- God manifested Himself in the pillar of fire / cloud in Exodus, and at Sinai. Clouds feature at the transfiguration, Mt 17:5 etc; the Ascension, Acts 1:9; and at different phases of His Coming Again, 1 Th 4:17; Mt 24:30; 26:64. Clouds seem to be symbols of God in mercy accommodating what He reveals of Himself to our human inability to see Him in the stark reality of His Being. We can't view the sun safely, but back-lit or sunset clouds both manifest the presence and glory of the sun in the sky, and shield us from it. So symbolically clouds both CONCEAL His presence and Glory, and MANIFEST it.

AND EVERY EYE- A graphic way of saying everyone- SHALL SEE HIM. THEY ALSO WHICH PIERCED HIM- Ps 22:16; Is 53:5; Zech 12:10; Jn 19:34, 37. Not just those present at Calvary, but Christ-rejectors, in every age, including the sophisticated or compassionate who today feel nothing in common with that murderous mob, yet refuse to receive and obey Him. In a sense all of us sinners pierced Him with our sins, both in the distress we caused Him when sinning, and in His taking our sins and their consequences upon Himself on the cross.

ALL KINDREDS/peoples SHALL WAIL BECAUSE OF HIM. His coming to deliver  His Jewish people, judge the nations, and set up the Kingdom promised to them, Zech 12:9-10; Mt 26:64; 2 Th 1:8. His first Coming fulfilled Gen 12:3, bringing promised BLESSING to all earth's Families. The refusers of that Blessing may well LOSE as much as the receivers GAIN. They damn themselves, Jn 3:18-20, They have been robbed of any excuse for their sin, Jn 3:17-21; 15:22-25. And God can do nothing more for them, Heb 10:26-31. 

EVEN SO/shall it be AMEN- Affirming "THAT IS SO," or "THAT IS RIGHT." Again we are responsible to cast our wills alongside the Revealed will of God, not with joy as in 6, but with the earnest prayer, and life commitment, "LORD HAVE MERCY ON ME THAT I MAY LIVE IN THE AWE OF WHAT IT MEANS TO ACCEPT OR REJECT WHAT YOU HAVE DONE FOR US ALL IN CHRIST, AND CONVEY THIS TO OTHERS."

1:8. I AM ALPHA & OMEGA- The first and last letters of the Greek Alphabet, symbolising the start/ source and finish/ goal of everything, the totality of all that exists. Everything STARTS with Him, and ENDS with Him. THE BEGINNING AND THE ENDING. [RT] Added to explain Alpha and Omega. SAYS THE LORD WHICH/ Who IS, AND WHICH/ Who WAS, AND WHICH/ Who IS TO COME- A reminder of the timelessness of His Being and Character. He is today what He is, always has been, always will be. 
THE ALMIGHTY- Pantokrator- Used in NT outside Rev. only in 2 Cor 6 where it calls us to come out from all defiling things to be "special" to the LORD ALMIGHTY" as His sons and daughters. LXX uses Pantokrator to translate the Lord / God of Hosts, confirming Jesus with the Father as being Jehovah. EVEN SO/So shall it be- Affirming "That is so," or "That is right."

1:9. I JOHN YOUR BROTHER- Adelphos- Member of the same family, brother/ sister. AND COMPANION- Sunkoinonos- Fellow sharer. TRIBULATION/ Suffering- Thlipsis- Pressure, trouble, suffering-common to all human life. Becoming a Christian brings PEACE with God, within, and towards others as we allow the Holy Spirit to do His work, BUT PUTS US INTO HEAD-ON CONFRONTATION WITH THE WORLD, THE FLESH, AND THE DEVIL, which put heavy pressure on us to conform to the "Normal pattern of selfish living," Gal 5:16-6:10; Eph 6:10-20, etc. 

IN THE KINGDOM- The new territory / new rule under which we live, Col 1:13. PATIENCE/Patient endurance- #Hupomone- Hupo= Under, Meno= Remain. Against the pressure, we, in modern terms "hang in there!" Used of PASSIVELY enduring suffering / persecution, 2 Cor 6:4; 2 Tim 3:10. ACTIVELY persisting in doing good, Rom 2:7. Fruit bearing Lk 8:15, race running, Heb 12:1. That's living as a Christian! 

WAS ON THE ISLAND OF PATMOS- Like Siberia in Stalin's Russia people who annoyed the Government were dumped there to work silver mines, apparently. In the FIRST VISION, the Lord comes to John, where He is. In the SECOND (Ch. 4-5) he is taken to where the Lord is, to report for their encouragement. FOR THE WORD OF GOD- For living in obedience to God's Word. AND FOR THE TESTIMONY- #1:2. OF JESUS CHRIST- Our great responsibility, Acts 1:8. he was exiled there for preaching the Word of God and telling what he knew about the lord Jesus Christ.

1:10. I WAS IN THE SPIRIT-Pneuma- His human spirit was in fellowship with God the Holy Spirit, Rom 8:17, so that what he heard and saw was a revelation from God, 2 Pet 1:20-21.

THE LORD'S DAY- Kuriakos- Belonging to the Lord. Only other use LORD'S SUPPER, 1 Cor 11:20. Probably the First Day of the week which the LORD JESUS made His own, by rising from the Dead on it. Some suggest it means that John was in the "Lord's Day" in the sense of His day of Judgment intervention - But what follows is not the "Day of the Lord," OT Judgment. Others suggest it was the LORD / Roman Emperor's day, perhaps his Birthday, so John not at work - But if John had been willing to call the Emperor "Lord" he wouldn't have been exiled.

AND HEARD BEHIND ME A GREAT/loud VOICE LIKE A TRUMPET-

1:11. I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE FIRST AND THE LAST, [RT]. As in 1:8. WHAT THOU SEEST/you see- What is presented to your sight. WRITE- a permanent, unchanging record. 

BOOK/Scroll- Biblion. AND SEND- Pempo- To send. (Not Apostello= Authoritative sending.) The seven separate messages directed each to a specific church, are to be written on the one scroll, to go together for all to read. And a general appeal is  made to any reader, anywhere, at the close of each. So it seems the whole is relevant to all churches everywhere, in all ages. TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES.

1:12-13. I TURNED TO SEE THE VOICE THAT SPOKE/was speaking- Laleo- formed the words. I SAW- #1:2. To see, and recognise, rather than simply glanced at. SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS/lamp stands- See later. 

IN THE MIDST- See Appendix 1. SomeONE LIKE- Homoios= In some way like- A key word in Revelation- 21x. 17x in parables "The kingdom of heaven is LIKE." 9x in rest of NT including "The 2nd commandment is LIKE the 1st, Mt 22:39, and "We shall be LIKE Him," (not like each other,) 1 Jn 3:2. God uses symbols, pictures, parables to help us understand and respond to the invisible, and unimaginable. 

THE/a SON OF MAN- Anthropos- Mankind, Human. The name / role our Lord delighted in. Read Ezekiel 4, and you will see that it means REPRESENTATIVE MAN. An individual who totally identifies himself with his sinful people, takes their place, bears what they must bear etc. Ezekiel acted this in a SYMBOLIC / TEACHING role. The Lord Jesus did this IN REALITY, as SAVIOUR / SUBSTITUTE. In Glory  He does not shrug off this role, but continues to identify Himself with His people here on earth. Acts 9:4 

CLOTHED WITH A GARMENT/Dressed in a robe- Clothes both adorn, and conceal. much of the essential Being / Work of the Lord is concealed from us, for our good. It is insolent, godless presumption to speculate about what He has chosen to not reveal, even if it is dignified by the name of Theology, and valued as a great achievement of the human mind. Deu 29:29, and Acts 1:7-8 are wholesome reading. We have our own business to mind / work to do. 

TO THE FEET- A full-length robe, as worn by a ruler, judge, or man of leisure. In LXX used of High Priest's robe, Ex 28:4: 29:5. Our Lord's role here is that of a JUDGE. GOLDEN GIRDLE/Golden sash- Often used to carry money etc, Mt 10:9, Mk 6:8. May here be associated with the High Priest's Girdle of the Ephod to which the "Breastplate" containing the Urim and Thummim used for revealing God's verdicts were attached, Ex 28:30. Or, as Messiah, "Righteousness shall be His belt, Faithfulness the sash around his waist," Isa 11:5. 

GIRT ABOUT THE PAPS/around His chest- As a Priest, or Ruler. Servants had waist belts- for tucking robes into it when working, Jn 13:4.

1:14. HIS HEAD AND HAIR WHITE- White or bright. Symbolising Aged Wisdom and dignity, or Purity, worthy of respect, Lev 19:32; Prov 16:31. Like the Ancient of Days in Dan 7:9 about to judge the world. Also perhaps symbolising the outshining holiness of His judgments. 

EYES AS A FLAME OF/blazing FIRE- The Holiness of God that consumes all that is not holy. "Our God is a CONSUMING FIRE," so we are to serve Him acceptably with reverent awe, Heb 12:28-29. FIRE penetrates, tests, and purifies. He uses trials and testings to purify and refine us now, 1 Pet 1:6-7. His coming will show the true nature of all our works, 1 Cor 3:12-15. May we look to Him  continually, and be affected as Lk 22:61; 2 Cor 5:9-10.

1:15. HIS FEET- His feet are associated with Judgment, Isa 63:3-6. Note Head, face, feet, manifest the radiance of His Being. 

FINE BRASS/bronze- Chalkolibanon- White / shining copper or bronze. Libanon is related to Libanos= Frankincense, and Libanotos= censer. Presumably because the finest metalwork was used for the censer in which incense was offered to God, (and to heathen gods.) Brass/ Bronze can be a symbol of judgment. Used for the altar where sin was dealt with by sacrifice, and the Laver for washing- both positive aspects of Judgment. The Lord is about to judge the churches, and then the nations of the world. AS IF THEY BURNED/glowing IN A FURNACE- The almost terrifying radiance of molten metal in, or pouring from, a furnace. HIS VOICE AS THE SOUND OF MANY/rushing WATERS- The thundering, frightening, majesty of water pouring over a waterfall, or breaking on a rocky coast, as in Ps 93:3-4.

1:16. HE HAD/held IN HIS RIGHT HAND- Dexios- As in Dexterity. The strong, skilled, executive hand. "The RIGHT hand of fellowship," public approval, Gal 2:9. "Exalted at the RIGHT hand of God,"- executive power, honour, Acts 2:33; Mt 26:64. "Your RIGHT hand sustains me, Ps 18:35; 60:5; God's strong, skilled intervention, on behalf of His own. SEVEN STARS- See 1:20. 

AND OUT OF HIS MOUTH WENT/came A SHARP- Oxus- Sharp, swift- "SWIFT to shed blood," Rom 3:15. TWO/double EDGED- Therefore cutting both ways EQUALLY. SWORD- symbol of Divine Judgment, Isa 49:2; Heb 4:12. The Lord has no need to use physical force- the spoken expression of His will is sufficient. "My word shall judge him at the last day," Jn 12:48. We know from Heb 4:12-13 that the Bible is living, active, sharper than any such sword. The Lord's intervention, whether in churches professing to serve Him, or the nations in open rebellion against Him, is impartial- it cuts both ways- destroying all that is not appropriate to His being, and honour. Judgment "must BEGIN at the house of God," 1 Pet 4:17, so He gives His verdict on the churches first, and later the world at large is dealt with. WE can't use the Scripture on others and escape it ourselves. It judges OUR thoughts and attitudes, Heb 4:12. 

The LORD is all of these things right now- The Bible is doing this here and now, making clear God's verdict on EVERYONE by what it says. Those who mourn, 1:7 and try to hide from the LAMB, 6:15-16, will know then, what He tried to tell them here and now IF ONLY THEY WOULD LISTEN, and FACE IT HONESTLY. 

COUNTENANCE/Face- Eidea- Appearance, what one is SEEN/ Eidon as being, AS THE SUN SHINETH IN HIS STRENGTH/ Brilliance- Dunamis- Ability power. The outshining of His Light-giving, Life-giving, Glory, showing everything as it is.

1:17 WHEN I SAW- #1:2. I FELL AT HIS FEET AS DEAD- Totally overwhelmed, no thoughts, desires, plans, resistance. It is easy for us to be IMPRESSED by Christian leaders who are recklessly bold in their dogmatic assertions regarding the Lord, and His will. But their attitude, by its lack of restraining awe, shows that they are not close to the Lord, regarding the things they say. 

AND HE LAID/placed HIS RIGHT HAND- 1:16. UPON/on ME- As LAID hand on sick, Mt 9:18, etc or public recognition of a worker, 1 Tim 5:22, etc. The Lord REVEALS HIMSELF to us, destroying self-confidence, and lays hands on us, in caring sympathy, to have fellowship with Him and serve Him. 

SAYING/and said FEAR NOT/Don't be afraid- Ignorance makes us reckless. When like Moses, Joshua, or Peter, we learn to see ourselves as we are, the Lord as He is, and the magnitude of the task, we hear Him say "FEAR NOT!" and, conscious of His presence, step out and attempt to obey what we know of His will. He doesn't say "Fear not because you are not as weak as you think you are," but FEAR NOT because He is what HE IS! The Lord doesn't say "Fear not it won't hurt. He says it WILL hurt- in the world we will have persecution- but FEAR NOT, He is with us and has overcome the world, Jn 16:33. His strength works best in our conscious weakness, 2 Cor 12:9. 

I AM- Solemn emphatic words echoing Ex 3:14 "God said to Moses I AM WHO I AM. Say to the Israelites I AM has sent you." God wished to be known by Israel as the eternal, self-existing, unchanging, faithful, God. When Jesus said "Before Abraham was, I AM," the Jews understood, and reacted accordingly, Jn 8:58-59. THE FIRST AND THE LAST- Another title of Jehovah in Isa 41:4; 44:6. 

1:18 I AM HE THAT LIVETH/The Living One- "The Living God," Josh 3:10, Ps 42:2, in contrast to the non-living gods of idolaters. 

AND WAS- Ginomai- Became, DEAD. AND BEHOLD- Idou- See! Take Notice! I AM ALIVE FOR EVERMORE/For ever and ever- 1:6. Reminding them that he had died for them, and risen from the dead for them to make their salvation full and effective. HAVE THE KEYS- Symbol of authority, right and responsibility to lock and unlock= to control. Here, over the bodies and souls of men. Used of the King's Steward having the KEY of David, Isa 22:22. 

OF HELL/Hades- The unseen world where the unsaved dead await the Final Judgment when it is emptied into Gehenna, Rev 20:13-15. 

DEATH- The separation of life and body, leaving the body to decay. The state which follows. Symbol of separation of man from God.

1;19. WRITE therefore- In view of the Lord being as revealed. THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST/what you have SEEN- #1:2- Seen and understood. Aorist tense= seen once with permanent consequences. In effect "When you have seen them, write them," whether they concern the present, or the future. 

THE THINGS WHICH ARE/what is now, AND THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE- Mello Ginomai- That are about to happen. HEREAFTER/what will take place later- Meta Tauta- After these things. The future possibilities  outlined to the churches in 2-3, the Nations, and in Heaven.

1:20. THE MYSTERY- Musterion- That which can't be known by instinct, or rational calculation, so known only to the Mustes= initiated. God's secrets once revealed are a STEWARDSHIP, Eph 3:2-7. 

THE SEVEN STARS- Symbols of guidance for navigation- (Not WANDERING STARS/ Planets lead astray those who trust them Jude 13.) SEVEN ANGELS- Angelos- Messengers. The word is used of: 

1. ANGELIC MESSENGERS, as in Mt 1:20-24; 2:13-19, etc. 

2. HUMAN MESSENGERS, Mk 1:2; Lk 7:24. 

3. DEPARTED HUMAN SOULS, Acts 12:15; 23:8. 

4. PAUL's THORN IN THE FLESH, 2 Cor 12:7. 

5. ANGELS WHO WORK ON BEHALF OF THOSE WHO'LL BE SAVED, Heb 1:14.

Nothing in the NT supports the idea that Angelic Beings have responsibilities towards Churches, patterned on Dan 10:20-21. Such ideas can lead to "Worshipping Angels," as in Col 2:18. John is told to WRITE A LETTER to these "ANGELS," so that the Church will get God's Message. His being required to write a letter to an Angelic Being would be weird play-acting. Nothing in Scripture reveals God as doing such things. These encouragements, warnings, and challenges are all addressed to HUMAN BEINGS. Clearly therefore the "ANGELS," are HUMAN MESSENGERS, who have responsibility for messages to or from each church- "Corresponding Brothers / Church Secretaries." They are "Stars," not in their own person, but as representing and acting on behalf of the corporate body of elders who are responsible to guide the churches under their care. Churches sent messengers to Paul with gifts and requests for advice. Perhaps these churches had done so to John, and the messengers would return with the letter. IN RIGHT HAND- under His control, as vs 16.

SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS/Lamp stands ARE THE SEVEN CHURCHES- Lamps were held in the hand separately for filling, cleaning, or carrying. A number of them mounted on a multiple lamp stand / stands, they gave greater light, making a spectacular display appropriate to a palace, temple, or mansion. GOLD lamp stands would be very expensive. The Golden lamp stand looted from the Jerusalem Temple in AD 70 was so valuable that it is pictured prominently on the Triumphal Arch of Titus in Rome. Each Church Fellowship is GOLD - precious to the Lord, and made more precious through the tribulation they suffered, 1 Pet 1:6-8. But beautiful in themselves, easy to keep clean and brightly polished, THEIR ESSENTIAL FUNCTION by which they honoured and pleased their owner was to lift up the LIGHT OF THE WORLD, so that He could draw men unto HIM, Jn 12:32. Make His truth shine upon and so show up the realities of all the circumstances of life around them, Phil 2:15-16. 

Nothing is said of the LAMPS- the Holy Spirit's witness to  Christ through all the members of the Church is the possibility that comes to mind, Acts 1:8. Powerless in ourselves, individually and collectively, we behold and reflect Christ; 2 Cor 3:16 - 4:7. 

INTRODUCTION to CHAPTERS TWO and THREE 

(The nature of the Churches, and their environment.)

"I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH- THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT!" Mt 16:18. This, the Lord's FIRST statement about the Church, will help us to hear what He is saying, and understand what we are opposed by. The "GATES," [where policy was decided, proclaimed, and enforced,] operate through enemies described as:

1. The DEVIL, who invisibly organises the world to frustrate God's purposes, by using aspects of it as bait to tempt our fleshly nature. In his person, abilities, and in what he offers, he is only a second-rate, CHEAP ALTERNATIVE to God. God's provision for us in Christ sets us free from his snares IF we choose to please God.

2. THE FLESH / HUMAN NATURE - our personality formed in independence of God. In all ages and situations it is unresponsive to God, Rom 8:7-8; Col 1:21, and eager to idolise SELF, and so a foothold for Satan. IT IS INESCAPABLE IN THIS LIFE, AS ESSENTIAL TO US AS THE STURDY WILD STOCK IS TO OUR GRAFTED FRUIT TREES AND ROSES. Only as we ignore its demands, put to death every sprout it makes, and walk in the Spirit, will we live as Christians, Grow Christ-like, and be effective witnesses. In these letters the Lord reminds us that being human: 

We can forget or REMEMBER- actively make the effort to call to mind.

We can drift away from the Truths of God's Word, Heb 2:1, or HOLD FAST. 

We can choose, and some will be wrong choices, but we can REPENT. 

We get tired, worn out, discouraged, sleepy, but we can WAKE UP.

3. THE WORLD- is a constant and cunning menace. It CHANGES, every change being designed by Satanic wisdom to counter and frustrate the work of God. But it is as ESSENTIAL AND INESCAPABLE AS THE FLESH. It is the DARKNESS AGAINST WHICH WE ARE TO SHINE, Phil 2;15. The FIRE THAT PURIFIES US, 1 Pet 1:7. The FIELD in which we SOW the fruitful SEED of the Gospel, Lk 8:11-15, and the CHALLENGE that enables us to be CHRIST-LIKE. 

THE ROMAN EMPIRE WAS SATAN'S MASTERPIECE. The greatest, strongest, longest lasting WORLD SYSTEM. For, with all its brutality, it best met human needs, giving ordered Government for nearly a thousand years. Roads, bridges, aqueducts, theatres, etc remain to this day. Many of its features occur in any "World" we may find ourselves in. We need an understanding of that world before we can understand these churches, and what the Lord says to them and to us. 

THE POLITICAL WORLD, determines what you are free to do. 

THE COMMERCIAL WORLD, determines what you can possess. 

THE SOCIAL WORLD, determines how you get on with other people, and what pleasures you can share with them. 

THE RELIGIOUS WORLD, determines what should be done to please the gods worshipped in the community. (And, as such, often controls the other three.)

POLITICALLY- The Roman Empire was held together by loyalty to the Emperor. The benefits of its ordered existence depended on his decrees being accepted as those of the GOD who personified it, and so obeyed without question. The test- Take a pinch of incense, throw it on the altar flame before his statue and say "Caesar is LORD!" Or lose your property, freedom, life. It was a picture of Emperor Hirohito that an Elder in a Manchurian Assembly faced in 1943. If his fingers would not sprinkle incense on the flame before it, THEY WOULD CHOP THEM ALL OFF- HE DIDN'T. THEY DID. He had been a surgeon. HUMAN GOVERNMENT feels threatened by Truth spoken in Love, by people who love and obey the LORD JESUS, FIRST. 

COMMERCIALLY- All buying and selling was controlled by Guilds. They were social and religious organisations as well. Members had trade protection, rights, social welfare benefits. Their business and social meetings were held in Temples, and involved religious ceremonies. There were NO OTHER SUITABLE BUILDINGS- any meeting elsewhere was illegal. The Temple staff paid for their monopoly privilege by collecting taxes and spying for the Government.

SOCIALLY- Temple Feasts were central to Social life. But on any social visit to a home, when you came to the end of a drink, you offered the last drops to the "Gods," by flicking them onto the floor with a routine expression like "Thank you Bacchus, God of wine." Not to do it was to be an antisocial, ill-mannered, atheist. Christians were rated as hating both the Gods, and Mankind- it was easy for Nero to blame them for burning down Rome- it was just the sort of thing people expected them to do! And as Pliny, a kindly and cultured Governor, wrote "Their refusal to deny Christ, even under torture, was so unnaturally stubborn as to deserve death."

RELIGIOUSLY- All peoples were left free to worship their traditional "Gods," just so long as they acknowledged the Emperor as God, and co-operated with the state system. In effect local, national Gods, and their worshippers, survived by submitting to and serving the Empire, and the "Caesar" God-Emperor who personified it. Christians who refused may have died, physically, but their churches lived on. Where, as in Laodicea, churches took the easy alternative- the whole church began to die spiritually and merged back into pagan society. See Rom 13, and 14, 1 Cor 8, and 10, re Temple Feasts etc. Today loyalty to Christ and His Word still costs something, but the rewards are infinite and eternal.

SATAN USED THE ROMAN WORLD to put TERRIBLE PRESSURE on Christians.

1. AS ROARING LION, 1 Pet 5:8, Satan stirred up PERSECUTION against them. INSTITUTIONALISED PERSECUTION was constant. Often anyone denouncing a Christian might be rewarded with a share of their property. At times it became ACTIVE and violent in hunting down Christians. 

Why were the JEWS closely linked with the persecution of CHRISTIANS? Weren't they natural Allies- worshipping the same God? Roman Governors viewed their differences as "Family Squabbles," Acts 25:19. They were "Natural Allies" just as Protestant and Catholic Christians are in Northern Ireland! Our natural self resents most bitterly those whose beliefs and practices are ALMOST the same as ours, especially if they separated from us. Be on guard against that attitude. 

The coming of MESSIAH was the dearest and holiest hope of the Jews. When JESUS came He was more than they looked for- God the Servant, not just the Servant of God. He offered spiritual, eternal blessings, not just physical, national ones, and with a heart for the lost, outcast, and foreigner. See how in Luke 4 admiration changed to attempted murder! To the Jews who rejected Him, He had Blasphemed God, broken the Sabbath, divided the Jewish race- Christian Jews fellowshipped as equals with despised Gentiles. Horrible and hateful! But worst of all they were SUCCESSFUL, Acts 13:42-45. 

ROME was so utterly opposed to the formation of new groups of any kind that when Corinthian Businessmen asked permission to form a Fire Brigade, the Emperor personally forbade it, commenting that it was only an excuse for plotting against the State! Every gathering not in a Temple etc as a part of their normal functioning was treason to the State. How much more so when the people were meeting to honour as LORD, a man who had been crucified by Rome, and when challenged refused to confess "Caesar is LORD." And, when the spread of the Gospel emptied temples, it threatened not only local pride and industry, Acts 19:25-27, Government itself faced the loss of the huge revenue from tax on Temple profits. JEWS could spearhead attacks on the churches by denouncing them to the state as illegal / non-Jew. AND could hope this would drive back to them those members which they had lost to the Church. 

JUDAISM- As a "Permitted National Religion" had some exemption from Emperor worship, etc. IF Christians claimed to be JEWS, and their churches SYNAGOGUES, they could escape most of the pressure IF THE JEWS ACCEPTED THEM AS BEING JEWS. THAT required enforcement of circumcision, food laws, Sabbath, etc and a legalistic system aimed at self-righteousness. AND Christ Crucified would become meaningless to them, Gal 5:2. It was a life and death matter PHYSICALLY, in this world, in the short term, so a great temptation. Spiritually, it was also a matter of life and death. So, Paul battled against Jews who wanted Christianity to be a GROUP WITHIN JUDAISM. Yet as a Christian, he LOVED, avoided giving offence to, and sought always to win to Christ, the very Jews who did all they could to frustrate his work, and kill him, Rom 9:1-4, 1 Cor 9:19-23. 

2. AS ANGEL OF LIGHT, 2 Cor 11:1-15,) Satan seduces Christians to keep their FAITH as "Private between me and God," allowing flexible OUTWARD conformity to a Christ-denying society. To be concerned for our own comfort and survival is natural. Leaders are popular when they give us pious excuses to do what we want to do by suggesting ADJUSTMENTS TO CHURCH & CHRISTIAN LIFE that WOULD ENABLE US TO SURVIVE, and so be "a long term INFLUENCE FOR GOOD in the WORLD." 

Like the Devil they can quote Scripture plausibly, Lk 4:10-11, suggesting we can be loyal to the Lord IN OUR HEART, unseen, where it isn't inconvenient. After all ITS THE HEART GOD LOOKS On, Paul says "An Idol is nothing," and Elisha said it was all-right for Naaman to bow in the house of Rimmon, rather than to lose his position. Or that we can have "Faith" that by being a good example / influence, and offering a "Christmas-tree Christ," not a crucified one, we can justify our joining in everything that makes for a comfortable, self-indulgent life. [BIBLICAL Faith= obedience to THE FAITH= Scripture.] 

Or, that as we should be GOOD CITIZENS, that requires Compromise by outwardly conforming to the Political, Commercial and Social routines. We can then be a successful businessman- who can give generously to the Lord's work, and be a popular figure- so influencing many people. "The higher the lamp stands, the wider the light shines," sounds good but only IF we are setting Jesus as Lord in our hearts, 1 Pet 3:15. There were fine Heathen who avoided the grosser / viler aspects of idolatry. Could not Christians join them in outward observance but inward purity of heart? Such people may say that by such involvement in the world Christians might influence it by being an example of moderation and purity to the others "To the Pure, all things are pure." "It's only when the straight stick is laid alongside the crooked ones, it makes them realise what they are." Ignoring what DOES happen when you place a straight stick into the press that produced the crooked ones! 

The Roman world was prepared to be flexible. It made welcoming gestures. When the Emperor Severus placed statues of Abraham, Christ, Jupiter, and Augustus together in a Chapel, surely Christian "Charity," should respond by acknowledging him and his position! The political, social, and religious rituals were treated as lightly and mechanically by the average citizen- as today an Atheist might automatically say "Goodbye"= GOD be with you! with no belief that God existed, or desire that he would be with the person farewelled. Satan's agents are plausible when they suggest that surely an INTELLIGENT, STRONG Christian could go through the motions of idolatry (today, commercial dishonesty, laughing at immoral jokes etc) without it being sinful.

EATING FOOD SACRIFICED TO IDOLS - COMMITTING SEXUAL IMMORALITY 

Sexual Immorality abuses the God-given sexual side of human nature by perverting it to the enjoyment of sexual pleasure with a variety of partners to whom one may have no commitment and for whose welfare one may take no responsibility. Why is this linked with FOOD OFFERED TO IDOLS? 

I would suggest that: 

1. INHERENTLY- Human appetites for food and sex are strong, essential to life, God-given. Their satisfaction is God-honouring, IF we say "Please & Thank-you," to Him, and follow His rules / intentions, 1 Tim 4:1-5. To ignore / disobey God in relation to them, makes these appetites IDOLS, which enslave us, and alienate us from God. 

2. HISTORICALLY- Temples were large and aesthetically pleasing. The food and entertainment was the best available. BUT the "GODS" in whose honour they were built, and functioned, were HUMAN PASSIONS DEIFIED, and Temple functions stirred up and catered for human passions- If, as history records, the Temple to Diana / Artemis at Ephesus had thousands of Prostitute-Priestesses, that says enough. 

3. SYMBOLICALLY- Both functions express FELLOWSHIP. The mere ingesting of fuel for the body is in itself a poor thing. Enjoyable food shared with family and friends is a statement and celebration of fellowship. The privilege of eating with the Lord, 3:20, and gathering as His family around His Table, rules out "eating at the table of demons," 1 Cor 10:21.

Sexual union is intended to be the ultimate symbolising of fellowship in love- choosing / being chosen, desiring / being desired, commitment to permanent one-ness, mutual joy and satisfaction, ever renewed. In the OT Marriage symbolises God's commitment to Israel. The NT views the Church as the Bride-to-be-of Christ, 2 Cor 11:2. 

The behaviour of human husbands/ wives may in some measure excuse the unfaithfulness of their partners. But HIS love is a total, sacrificial commitment to our welfare. That we Christians should prefer IDOLS- sources of comfort and joy INDEPENDENT OF HIM - Or for selfish reasons go through the outward forms of association with idolatry - Or in our hearts put anything else before loving, pleasing, and enjoying our Lord, is a shame and disgrace. Yet so easily we act as if we didn't know that friendship with the world is enmity to God, spiritual adultery, Jas 4:4, against "The Son of God who loved us, and gave Himself for us," Gal 2:20. 

Only God's GRACE, by His Spirit, enables us to see it that way. No wonder that facing the triumph of GRACE and LOVE over such unworthiness, hymn-writers speak of Jesus as the "Lover of our souls:"

"Plenteous grace with Thee is found, Grace to cover all my sin; 

Let the healing streams abound, Make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art; Freely let me take of Thee; 

Spring Thou up within my heart, Rise TO ALL ETERNITY." 

**NOTE** Easy-going Christianity still refuses to LET THE BIBLE GET IN ITS WAY. Modern Christians face Modern temptations to "Idolatry." Faced with the modern religion, that a REAL MAN drives dangerously / fast / skilfully, some spend the Lord's money on a Radar detector, hoping to defy Rom 13:1-7; 1 Pet 2:13-17, and escape the consequences. Or, the idolatry of self leads us to push aside any other Scripture by saying "I'm God's Child. He loves me. He  wouldn't want me to be unpopular, suffer - or miss out on fun," so I can go to night clubs, join the gambling group, or whatever.

Satan's pious alternatives may seem utterly convincing to those under great pressure, but God takes them "Into the Sanctuary," Ps 73, to face two TEACHING / WARNING EXAMPLES from His Word.

STAGE 1. BALAAM- Num 22-24, and 31. Balaam knew God, but used that knowledge to gain wealth and position in this world. Although he wanted to have the blessedness of God's people, that He may with them die the death of the Righteous, HE WOULD NOT PAY THE PRICE OF LIVING THE LIFE OF THE RIGHTEOUS. Instead he worked to bring them down to his own level, where RELIGION was USEFUL. He died, no doubt wealthy, with God's enemies. 

BALAAM'S COUNSEL. He could not CURSE God's people - no-one can, Num 23:23. God loves His people and has great plans for them. God is Holy, and must punish sin. God never lets anyone COMPEL His people to commit sin, 1 Cor 10:13, but God would not Himself COMPEL them not to sin either. (The GIFT of Freewill, He never takes back, Rom 11:29.) Balaam knew this, (with Satan's help?) and CHOSE to use His knowledge to CORRUPT Israel, and so bring them under the Righteous Judgment of God. His counsel was to give them an attractive chance to sin that they would accept. Like modern Church scandals it is an unpleasant tale - Money, Sex, Idolatry, leading to death. 

An unpleasant incident, to spiritually-minded readers, and to the chastened survivors. BUT it didn't LOOK that way when the temptation was presented. Not boring lectures on Canaanite Theology. Not disgusting exhibitions of Infants being burnt in Sacrifice to Baal / Asherah. But Girls from the Midianite relatives of Israel, inviting the men to an interesting cultural event - Feasting and Dancing in honour of the God of LOVE. "Make Love not War" can still sound appealing. For Thrills it was in a different class from Worship as God laid it down, and carried no moral obligation. Just BEING there, didn't mean you had to do anything you felt to be wrong... but fornication, and eating food offered to idols was almost inevitable when the time came. 

It was either DEATH to God's religion, and God's purposes for His people, or DEATH to the defectors from it. God opted for the latter. The Midianites, the Israelites who committed spiritual and physical fornication with them, and Balaam whose bright idea it was, all died under God's Judgment. The incident and its judgment was altogether a crude and unpleasant business. Radical surgery. The problems Christians would escape by joining in Temple feasts, would also be replaced by worse problems - Problems with their LORD.

STAGE 2. JEZEBEL- Balaam gave advice to a King, for a fee. Jezebel married King Ahab, and RULED THROUGH HIM. Whereas BALAAM used his association with God as a means to gain wealth, by corrupting God's People. Jezebel had no contact with God, but re-organised religion in Israel, in the name of the King and God, so that Ahab could get what he wanted 1 Ki 21, and be a commercial success. It worked. Ahab and Israel became rich. Archaeologists dig up carved ivory fragments from Ahab's "Ivory palace," and religious containers inscribed to "Baal and Yaweh," and "Jehovah and His wife Asherah." Ahab showed at Carmel that he was not interested in SPIRITUAL matters, and no doubt felt that to choose the Lord would result in economic depression. 

We might wonder about NZ's changed attitudes towards Islam. Introducing halal slaughtering of sheep etc, but unwilling to protest about bitter persecution of Christians. Greed adjusts our principles, but is like the Dead Sea that takes but doesn't give. 

JEZEBEL'S GREED was virulently ANTI-GOD! She deliberately killed the Prophets of God and established Baal worship, 1 Ki 18:4, 21:25-6. True religion was almost wiped out in Israel, if it hadn't been for Elijah, who under God ultimately frustrated her. Her daughter Athaliah almost wiped out the family of David and Christ, but God used a compassionate, quick-witted, quick-footed girl to prevent that, 2 Ki 8:18, 11:1-3. 

Both Balaam and Jezebel PERISHED IN DISGRACE, 2 Ki 9:33-37, 2 Ki 11:16.

THE PATTERN FOLLOWED IN THE LETTERS.

A. The Church is NAMED, so that from Scripture, and History, we can understand something of its Physical / Cultural / Spiritual setting. Each was equally an "Ekklesia / LAMP STAND," but the local situation  affected them / their witness- and it was God's will that it should. (We're tempted to value elements of our culture and impose them on new  churches- Years ago a visitor to the N. W. Frontier of India was amazed to hear the church choir, the Missionary's pride and joy, singing beautifully IN WELSH! World-wide, Gospel Halls still function as in Scotland 100 years ago- No music accompaniment, because Knox taught Scotland to do what Zwingli said- "No church music." We must look directly to our unchanging Lord and His Word, so that what  we do as LIGHTS for Him, makes sense to those to whom we witness.)

God calls us OUT from our community, to Himself, to WITNESS to it, in terms that make sense to it. He does this each generation FROM the new form of that culture, to depend directly on HIM and His Word TO FIND APPROPRIATE WAYS. As an "OLDIE" I don't have to like the changes, but I must be exercised before Him as I face changing needs. ALL churches have problems, BUT IN BEING LOYAL TO THE PERSON OF CHRIST, HIS WORD, AND THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH HE CALLED US TO HIMSELF, WHAT WE DO MUST MAKE SENSE TO THOSE to whom we ARE WITNESSING! In a measure we must stay in tune with their world, or we can't achieve God's purposes.

B. THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THE LIFE OF ALL CHURCHES- more important that their "This world" setting. It is essential that we become increasingly in tune with Him. So here He presents Himself to each, in its distinctive setting, showing His relevance to it. HE IS ALL THAT HE IS- YESTERDAY, TODAY, FOREVER, Heb 13:8. But according to the needs of each church, He begins each letter by emphasising some aspects of His Being and Working from Ch. 1 that will be most appropriate and helpful. As each statement is about Himself in relation to them He begins by introducing Himself "I  AM..

C. The Lord then says WHAT He KNOWS- Oida- Thoroughly sees, has evaluated, understands about them. (NOT GINOSKO- has fellowship with.) In telling them how they are succeeding in WHAT HE MADE and EQUIPPED THEM TO BE- GOLDEN LAMP STANDS OF WITNESS TO HIM, He expresses appreciation of all He can- their activities, attitudes, loyalty to Him/ His Word, and their reactions to false teaching. He shows His awareness of: Their suffering, poverty, and enemies. The gap between their Profession, and Reality. The distressing tension between their setting, and their mission. And above all WHAT THEY MUST DO ABOUT IT. He asks IMPOSSIBILITIES OF NONE- ONCE He asks only "Hold on until I come." But we must beware of our tendency to sit back and be "wicked and slothful servants," Lk 19. A new missionary to a Caribbean island found the 40 year old Assembly reduced to 12 believers, all over 70, meeting weekly only for worship, careful to sit where the roof didn't leak- CONTENT TO WAIT FOR THE LORD TO  COME! There is COMMENDATION to all but SARDIS and LAODICEA. REPROOF to all except SMYRNA and PHILADELPHIA. 

D. Finally, He challenges ANY BELIEVER ANYWHERE WILLING TO LISTEN, and OVERCOME their similar problems, Offering some aspect of HEAVEN as the reward for the Overcomer. Fellowship with the Lord Himself is involved both here, and then. EPHESUS may be Love-less; SMYRNA, Persecuted; PERGAMUM, Over-tolerant; THYATIRA, Compromising; SARDIS, Sleeping; PHILADELPHIA, facing opportunities; LAODICEA, Complacently luke-warm; BUT ALL CONTAIN TRUE BELIEVERS WHO WILL BE ENABLED TO RISE TO THEIR LORD'S CHALLENGE IF THEY CHOOSE TO! 

CHAPTER  TWO

2:1-3:22 The LORD Gives His Verdicts on the Churches
(And challenges them to change and become Overcomers.)

2:1-7 EPHESUS

A. THE CITY SETTING

2:1. TO THE ANGEL- Angelos- One who takes messages. The CHURCH SECRETARY, acting on behalf of the Church/ its Elders/ Overseers. OF THE CHURCH- Ekklesia- A group CALLED OUT by a person, for his purposes. Here the Person is Christ. AT EPHESUS- These seven were all real places. We can stand among their ruins. We can read what was written about them at the time- (e.g. After local protests at his embezzling, Governor X. was sent home from Ephesus to enjoy his loot. The Emperor ordered the next Governor to die for making himself too popular by spending all surplus funds on harbour improvement.)

And the CHURCH was a real church, made up of real people, Ephesian people, like their neighbours, living under the same conditions, with the same way of looking at things, thinking in the same ways instinctively, so able to communicate with them the fact of the new thing in their life- A NEW PERSON to belong to, and a NEW PURPOSE to life- to shine as a light for HIM.

EPHESUS COMES FIRST- Provincial capital, largest city, spiritually privileged. PAUL, for three years preached the whole will of God there. Acts 19, 20:13-38. Their Epistle sums it up. If, as Church History claims, JOHN lived there later on, he was writing to HIS OWN CHURCH FIRST. Our home, and home church IS our FIRST RESPONSIBILITY, Acts 1:8; 1 Tim 5:8. Outside Scripture we have the letter Ignatius "Bishop" of Antioch wrote them on his way to trial and Martyrdom at Rome Ad 107.

B. THE ASPECTS OF THE LORD RELEVANT TO EPHESUS

THESE THINGS SAITH/are the words of HIM WHO HOLDS THE SEVEN STARS IN HIS RIGHT HAND- They, as represented by their messenger, are held securely in the hand of executive power and blessing. WHO WALKS IN THE MIDST OF/among THE CANDLESTICKS/lamp stands- Actively moving, observing, and accessible to them and other churches. See Appendix 1.

C. WHAT HE SEES THEM TO BE - AND NEED TO DO 

2:2. I KNOW- Oida- Complete Understanding. From Eidon= to see. #1:2. He speaks as ONE who SAW what they were, Should and Could be. Saw through, evaluated, and was constantly, totally, aware of them, their circumstances, functioning, progress, needs, and opportunities. 

WORKS/Deeds- What they were DOING. Churches exist to DO- to Shine! LABOUR/ Hard work- Kopos- also means beating. Work so difficult and wearying that it leaves one feeling exhausted, beaten. The Lord shares the burden of it. As "Bond slaves," under orders, we need not add to our burdens, the responsibility as to the outcome. PATIENCE/ Perseverance- #1:9. He says "I know the sort of things you do, how hard you work at them, and how faithfully you persist in spite of opposition." 

CANST NOT BEAR/tolerate- Support as a burden. THEM WHICH ARE EVIL/wicked men- Kakos- Evil in character, useless. TRIED/tested- As directed in 1 Cor 14:29; 1 Th 5:21; 1 Jn 4:1. Ignatius, wrote of their resistance to Heresy "Any speaker who goes beyond the simple truth about Jesus Christ is refused a hearing." THEM WHICH SAY/claim- Phasko [RT]- To affirm. Lego [Nes]- To speak. THEY ARE/to be APOSTLES- The authorised witnesses to the Lord's Life, Death, and Resurrection, Acts 1:21-22; Eph 2:20; Heb 2:3-4. AND FOUND THEM LIARS/false.
2:3-4. BORNE/persevered- 2:2. HAD PATIENCE/endured hardship- #1:9. FOR MY NAME'S SAKE- For HIS sake, what He was NAMED/ Known to be. For His good name/ reputation. Loyally under His Authority. LABOURED- Grown weary toiling. As 2:2. NOT FAINTED/grown weary. 

I HAVE/hold this AGAINST YOU- The LORD's love for them was unchanged, but THOU HAST/you have LEFT/forsaken. The Greek implies a personal choice. It doesn't "just happen," a change of heart/ will/ attitude is involved. It need not have been a conscious, deliberate action, but simply that SOMETHING ELSE BECAME MORE IMPORTANT to them than the Lord, and loving Him - The work they were doing for Him, their self-importance in doing it, or the appreciation of others, took their attention away. This happens easily. IF being a Fundamentalist, a Liberal, a Charismatic, a Non Charismatic, a Creationist, a Brethren, a Baptist, a Feminist, or whatever becomes FIRST in anyone's life- THEY HAVE LEFT THEIR FIRST LOVE. All they do is losing its whole point, 1 Cor 13. 

FIRST- In time or place. LOVE- Agape- Selfless, sacrificial, outgoing, active, persistent love, the pattern of which was established by Jn 3:16. Their heart response to the Lord, the Gospel, each other, the world around- 16x in 1 John. "We love Him because He first loved us," and also LOVE one another, etc. As a business concern for God Ephesus was a church its members could be proud of. But, a Church is not a BUSINESS OPERATION where what is done, and the success achieved, is what matters. Diligent, persistent, intelligently loyal and wisely discriminating- they were all that, but the heart of love was lacking. The Lord might as well remove their lamp stand. Without love, in Church or Home, the spontaneity and joy of working fades. It becomes soul-destroying, oppressive drudgery, or the empty show of 1 Cor 13:2-3. ENERGETIC ENDEAVOUR AND DOCTRINAL ORTHODOXY ARE NO SUBSTITUTE FOR LOVE. Love for Him is the heart of the matter, yet it is inseparable from  LOVE between the saints, and for the Lost. Love for the unseen GOD can manifest itself only in association with the - at times all too visible Brother, 1 John 4:20. How we treat Church LEADERS gives a clue as to how we are treating the LORD. They clung to PAUL so lovingly in Acts 20, yet in a few years deserted him, 2 Tim 1:15. If the Devil can get us disgruntled with our elders/ teachers, the Lord will soon not matter much. The church is a body, and individualistic zeal that does not commit itself to the body as a whole is a cancer.

FORSAKEN YOUR FIRST LOVE has a sad ring to it-"You don't react to me as you did when you fell in love with me." Experience makes married couples a more efficient team, and it IS more efficient to walk past your wife in the house without ever thinking of giving her a hug, BUT! It's good too, when you give thanks for dinner, to add thanks to God for each other as a family. Years ago, J.B.WATSON, in "The Witness," wrote "After conversion our lives are transformed as we do things to please the Lord because we love Him. Yet before long we find we are LOVING/ PLEASED WITH OURSELVES because we are continuing to do those same things!" No matter how clearly the work we are engaged in was given us by the Lord- how intelligently, faithfully, and persistently we continue it- if our eyes are not on HIM, and our hearts going out to HIM/ fellowshipping with HIM in doing it, we need to repent.

2:5. REMEMBER the height FROM WHICH YOU HAVE FALLEN- Make a deliberate effort to keep in mind and live in the light of, as "Do this, REMEMBER Me, Lk 22:19. It's Present tense= "Make a habit of remembering" what life was like when you began. Bunyan wrote "Often call to mind the very beginnings of grace." 
REPENT- Metanoeo- To change one's mind or purpose. Meta= after, Noeo- to perceive, from nous= mind, as the seat of moral reflection. Contrast Pronoeo= To perceive beforehand. In NT the emphasis is on turning from sin to God. Aorist tense, as here, makes it a sharp  challenge- ACT ONCE FOR ALL NOW, and continue to live as changed by that action. A third of the NT occurrences of REPENT are in Revelation. The book is not designed to produce fatalism, but repentance.

AND DO- Do something about it- not just an attitude change. Not the NATURE, or the QUANTITY of their DOing had changed. Its QUALITY, motivation, the spirit with which it was carried out was the problem. As noted earlier the WORK ITSELF so easily becomes a self fuelling obsession, generating pride in our importance, efficiency, and success, or despair at our lack of it, Both become idols that hide the Lord from us. This in turn alienates us from the very people we imagine we are serving- and resentment against their lack of appreciation is a further barrier, becoming resentment against our Master. 

THE FIRST WORKS/the things you did at first- As 2:4. Work can exist without Love, 1 Cor 13, but Love cannot exist without it working. Actions both REVEAL and CHANGE heart attitudes. "LOVE your enemies, pray, do good to them," is psychologically sound. If you want HATE for someone to grow, be nasty to them. If you want LOVE to grow, act as you would if you felt loving, and often those feelings too will grow. We  can't MAKE ourselves love God, but His love IS poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, Rom 5:5, moving us to think of our Lord lovingly, and act lovingly to others. We either display or deaden that love by our response. Perhaps they responded- Ignatius thanked them for their love in sending brothers to have fellowship with him when as a prisoner on his way to martyrdom at Rome, he passed through neighbouring Smyrna. 

OR ELSE I WILL COME (QUICKLY- As 1:1, [RT].) AND REMOVE THY CANDLESTICK/lamp stand OUT OF/from ITS PLACE- The LORD had equipped, placed, and was sustaining them. Neither man nor Devil could DIRECTLY remove them, but the Lord who loved them might have to. A lamp stand that ceased to give light was worse than useless. A church going through all the motions of witness, work and worship, but no longer with His LOVE/ their responsive love moving them as at first, was under immediate threat of removal. 

That it is the only Church under such a threat doesn't seem FAIR to me - Weren't most of them much worse? Many of us may feel that personally and collectively we have much in common with Ephesus. We have felt, as we looked at others who had become "Liberal," "Worldly," etc that we had reason to be PROUD of our Doctrinal loyalty and Faithful service. Maybe they did too. Only the BEST and the WORST churches were threatened with extinction. The best, have good reason for pride, the worst, are dead to shame. Pride forgets its debt to Grace, and so cuts itself off from its Lord. 

If a lamp stand is removed, does THE CHURCH CEASE TO EXIST? Or cease to be usable/ used by God as a collective group, even though in their own eyes, and the world's, apparently unchanged? Neither the Jews, nor others may have noticed when they became Synagogues of Satan. UNLESS REPENT- His loving purpose in speaking the truth to them. 

2:6. HATEST- Hating evil may be a necessary evil, rather than a virtue! THE NICOLAITANS- We are not told WHO they were, WHAT they did/ taught. But, see Appendix 2.

WHICH I ALSO HATE- This does NOT mean that God shares our prejudices. Sadly, helped by ANGEL OF LIGHT, SATAN, down through the ages, even Godly Believers have assumed that people, or movements, that ANNOYED THEM, were HATEFUL TO GOD, and called them "Nicolaitans!" We can admire equally the Evangelical Anglican, Lord Shaftesbury, and the founder of the Salvation Army General Booth, for their practical Godliness - even the world at large admires them for the good they did for the poor. But Lord S. declared that Gen B. was ANTICHRIST because he introduced "the tricks of the music hall and circus into the proclamation of the Gospel!" I'm quote an example at a safe distance from us, but we must ask ourselves "Have I never been guilty of sanctifying my own prejudices/ defiling my sanctity in that way? Always been totally free of pious jealousy?

D. CHALLENGE TO INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS TO BE OVERCOMERS, AND A SPECIFIC REWARD PROMISED IN HEAVEN.

2:7. HE THAT HATH/who has AN EAR TO HEAR- Ears exist for hearing, but sometimes what is heard is not welcomed into the mind to change the life. So, "Anyone willing to use their ears to listen," reminds us that hearing God speak requires us to choose to hear Him, and that then God the Holy Spirit will make it possible. The Lord prefaced His  Parables with these words, Mt 13:9 etc and Proclamations with the parallel "I AM.. IF ANY MAN WILL.." Both universal offers. We need to pray continually for grace to HEAR, Deu 29:1-4. The CAPACITY to hear, and the OPPORTUNITY, are solemn privileges that if abused bring judgment- cp. Our Lord "IF I had not come.." "IF you did not claim to see.." Jn 9:41; 15:21-25. The individual is called to follow Christ, whatever others do, Jn 21:22.

LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH/says- God the Holy Spirit, whose work it is to reveal Christ, is speaking to the churches, enabling John to see, understand, write  down, 2 Pet 1:21, what He hears the Lord Jesus Himself SAY. TO THE CHURCHES- Plural, and we share today, with the first recipients of the message, as we do with all other Scriptures, as examples/ teaching models for us, 1 Cor 10:6  equipping us for every work 2 Tim 3:16.

TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH/who overcomes- ALL individual Believers and churches have things to overcome- God allows them to be there so we can learn to be OVERCOMERS. The "First Essential" for blessing, is a threat or Problem sufficiently obvious, that one knows self-sufficiency isn't an option. It is the SICK who ask, and are healed! The Tax collectors and Prostitutes, those conscious of being disqualified, qualify for salvation, not the Pharisees and Priests who feel no need of a Saviour, Lk 7:29-30. Evil and Failure exist in the world, the church, and our personal life, as a challenge to us to reach out and claim the grace of God, and so OVERCOME. Victorious Christian Living, is for those who see their need, and seek victory in Christ. 

I WILL GIVE- We do not EARN rewards. God is "Bursting with Blessings"  which He is eager to give to everyone. The knowledge of His will, the desire to do it, the ability to do so, and the reward/ fellowship with Him that results, are all alike GIFTS OF SOVEREIGN  GRACE. While Scripture speaks of Heaven as a place of blessing to all who receive Christ as Saviour, there is no suggestion that everyone desires, or has the capacity to enjoy, every blessing equally. God does nothing arbitrarily. Sovereign Grace, and "sow and reap," "rendering to all according to their deeds," go hand in hand. 

Here and now the Lord gives us opportunities of fellowship with Him, sharing His thoughts, His heart's exercise, the chance to do with people what he wants done. As we respond we come to KNOW HIM, SEE HIM, BE LIKE HIM. What we take up and enjoy now, will be ours for ever. Ignored we will suffer the loss of those capacities for fellowship and joy forever. He plants IN US the SEED of eternal life. How we live as Christians stunts its growth, or makes it flourish. Whatever has been achieved will burst into the glory of flower and fruit, at his Coming.

The Lord opens up this to EVERY INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER- WHEREVER HE IS,      WHATEVER OTHERS DO. He challenges each to listen to the witness of the Spirit, and overcome the deadening and distracting influences in their churches. WE DARE NOT EXCUSE OURSELVES OR SHELTER BEHIND THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 

TO EAT TREE OF LIFE- Gen 2:9. It is there for all Believers, Rev 22:2. The opportunity to eat its varied fruits, and the appetite, are the result of our learning in this wilderness to feed on Him as plain bread. All who come to Him here and now as "The Bread from Heaven," and believe on Him, will never again have unsatisfied hunger or thirst, John 6:35. The appetite you have for Him now as BREAD may determine your capacity to enjoy Him there as the richness of FRUIT, fresh, and apparently different every month. PARADISE- Used in Greek to describe the parks of Persian Kings and nobles. LXX used for the Garden of Eden, the King's forest, Neh 2:8- unfelled/ undisturbed forest reserves. The repentant robber went there with Christ, Luke 23:43, Paul was caught up there, 2 Cor 12:4, and Heaven is so described here. 

2:8-11     SMYRNA

A. THE CITY SETTING.

2:8. SMYRNA- Myrrh- Bitterness. A Bitter place for Christians to live in as a city closely allied to Rome, and eager to implement Emperor worship. Persecution from Moslem Turks today is even more effective. Of the few hundred converted to Christ alive in Turkey, a dozen believers meet in modern Smyrna/ IZMIR as a NT Church. To give out a Christian tract, or mention Christ to a Moslem means imprisonment- unless someone shoots or poisons one first. SMYRNA CHURCHES ARE COMMON IN MOSLEM LANDS- It is not just money-making authors like Rushdie who are threatened with death - Islam says that ANYONE who insults the Faith by leaving it, ought to be killed. They often are. Not because Moslems are BAD people, but they take their God and Holy Book seriously. PRAY FOR SMYRNA that their Lamp be kept burning.

B. ASPECTS OF THE LORD RELEVANT TO SMYRNA. 

THE FIRST AND LAST- Starting with Him gives them a purpose and goal which He has designed them for. Finishing with Him means that all, including ourselves, will have to account to Him finally as to whether His purpose and goal has also been ours, and of our stewardship in His absence.

WAS DEAD (Lit. Became dead,) AND IS ALIVE/died and came to life again- Being a Christian in Smyrna was a matter of life and death. Their Lord was LORD of Death, and of Life. He went down into Death for  our redemption, triumphed over it and won for us eternal life. So we're not our own, we are His, to live for Him in this life in fellowship with Him until sharing His triumph in Glory. The Lord is reminding them that He stands with them in their agony, and it is not in vain. 

C WHAT HE SEES THEM TO BE, AND NEED TO DO. 

2:9. I KNOW THY WORKS- as 2:2, [RT] TRIBULATION/afflictions- #1:9. POVERTY- Our Lord in grace became POOR for us, 2 Cor 8:9. They as a result of their turning to Christ, became POOR for Him- loyal Christians would not find social or business life easy in Smyrna. BUT/yet THOU ART/you are RICH- "The POOR of this world RICH in faith," Jas 2:5, with eternal riches/ treasure in heaven in obedience to the Lord, Mt 6:19-34. 

AND I know THE BLASPHEMY/slander- Blasphemeo- Abusive language. If against God, Blasphemy. OF THEM THAT/those who SAY THEY ARE JEWS- As 2:2, AND ARE NOT- In the sense that those who crucified their Messiah and harried and persecuted His church had forfeited any claim to be the people of God, Jn 8:31-47. 

BUT ARE THE/a SYNAGOGUE- A building/ congregation of Jews meeting to read OT Scripture, pray, worship, hear preaching. First heard of after Exile. OF SATAN= Enemy. In NT used only of Satan/ the Devil, the powerful rebel angel opposed to God, His people, and all good. Our Lord called  His rejecters "Children of the Devil," John 8:44. Such are blinded by Satan, 2 Cor 4:4. 

The story of the Martyrdom of Polycarp at Smyrna 40 years later says the Jews showed their enmity by gladly breaking the Sabbath to bring wood for the fire to burn him. Over the years, angry Christians have also done terrible things. 

2:10. FEAR NONE OF THOSE THINGS/Do not be afraid of what- i.e. Do not give in to your fears, and give up your witness, although humanly speaking you have every reason to be afraid of what might happen. 

WHICH THOU SHALT/you are about to- Mello- As 1:19. SUFFER- Christ suffered for us, and we suffer with Him. BEHOLD THE DEVIL- Diabolos- An accuser, slanderer. Slandering God to men, and encouraging men to slander God. SHALL- Mello- is about to. CAST SOME OF YOUR INTO PRISON.

THAT YE MAY BE TRIED/to test you- As 2:2. YE SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION/you will suffer persecution- Thlipsis- Pressure, a in 1:9. Ignatius AD 107 wrote to them "I have seen how immovably settled in faith you are, nailed body and soul as it were to the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, and rooted and grounded in love by His Blood." Pliny, governing nearby Bythinia 60 yrs later required those accused of being Christians, to "worship" the Emperor's statue. He boasted that although no real Christian would do this, applying such pressure worked on many people, writing "The temples which were nearly deserted begin now to be frequented, the sacred festivals revived, and there is a demand for sacrificial animals," As taxing temples was a major source of Government revenue, their prosperity was important to a Roman Governor. 

TEN DAYS- Not a mere ten literal days. Perhaps ten periods of persecution. Or symbolising a prolonged severe test, but not of indefinite duration. TEN may symbolise human responsibility and testing. Public support fades for even essential lawful suppression when it is prolonged. Tacitus says Nero ceased his persecution, as public opinion was hardening against him, and so with later Emperors.

TEMPTATION to deny Christ and take the easy way out is also TESTING/ a chance to develop, and demonstrate loyalty. GOD uses it as the latter. He tempts no one with a view to his doing wrong, Jas 1:13. 

BE FAITHFUL- Pistos- Faithful, reliable, loyal. FAITH- Pistis, in THE FAITH given us once and for all in Scripture Jude 3. is the basis of faithfulness. It is not credulity or unthinking fanaticism. Pistis is from Peitho= to persuade. This comes from hearing the Gospel, Rom 10:17. When we reach out the hand of Faith to Christ we find it grasped firmly and forever by the unseen Lord Himself. UNTO/ To the point of DEATH- It might come to that, but in the hands of the one who Himself was Faithful unto death, and now lives for ever 2:8, we can rest secure. Even if you have to die for it.

EVEN UNTO/to the point of DEATH AND I WILL GIVE YOU THE CROWN Stephanos- A crown of public honour earned/awarded, as at Olympic games. OF LIFE- In the face of death, and that faithful life of fellowship with the crucified risen Lord will be YOUR CROWN forever. SMYRNA boasted a "CROWN" of impressive public buildings. 

D. CHALLENGE TO INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS TO BE OVERCOMERS, AND A SPECIFIC REWARD PROMISED IN HEAVEN.

2:11. WHOEVER HEARS...  OVERCOMETH/overcomes. As in 2:7. NOT HURT- Adikeo- To be wronged, treated unjustly. A= not, dike= justice. OF THE SECOND DEATH- Unjust suffering/ death might come to them for being faithful to Christ. None suffer the SECOND DEATH, unjustly. To keep their eyes on the final just judge and judgment would be a source of comfort and strength to those helpless before unjust judges, Mt 10:26-31. 

2:12-17    PERGAMOS 

A. THE CITY SETTING.

2:12 TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH AT PERGAMOS/Pergamum- It was THE OFFICIAL Executive CENTRE OF EMPEROR WORSHIP for the whole province of Asia. The city therefore prided itself as an example of 100% loyalty, and in the privileges from the Emperor that such loyalty earned. So, Satan's THRONE was there.

B. THE ASPECTS OF THE LORD RELEVANT TO PERGAMOS

HE WHICH HATH/who has THE SHARP TWO-EDGED SWORD- They lived in the constant fear of the Roman Emperor, his decrees, and the armed might that backed them up. Under the threat of THAT sword, the Lord reminds them of the Eternal WORDS His mouth had spoken, the Holy Scriptures to which they were answerable. See 1:16.

C. WHAT HE SEES THEM TO BE - AND NEED TO DO

2:13. I KNOW- Oida- as before. (THY WORKS- [RT]. AND) WHERE THOU DWELLEST/you live- Katoikeo- To settle down, be at home. Using Katoikeo, rather than Oikeo suggests that they had CHOSEN to live there, or else like Lot in Sodom, they were more AT HOME there than was desirable. If we make ourselves at home in this world, our Heavenly Citizenship loses its grip on us. When persecution stopped, the church soon began to run the world much as it ran before, but under Popes instead of Emperors, and persecuted Believers in Christ's name. EVEN WHERE SATAN'S SEAT IS/Satan has his throne- 

THOU HOLDEST FAST/you remain true to- Krateo- The strong grip that won't let go until it completes a task. "TAKE HOLD of a sheep, to lift from a pit," Mt 12:11, "The One I kiss ARREST," Mt 26:48. MY NAME- All that He is known to be. AND HAST NOT DENIED/did not renounce- To deny, disown, a person, or statement, by words, or actions inconsistent with him/ it. The negative of the previous statement, and a very real issue when one's property and life were potentially forfeit. See note "Politically" Page 24. 

MY FAITH/your faith in me- Lit. THE FAITH, the Truth about God, Christ and Salvation as recorded in the Bible, Jude 3. ANTIPAS- Tradition says roasted to death when Domitian ruled. They'd faced the reality, passed the test, not just talked about it. MY FAITHFUL MARTYR/witness WHO WAS SLAIN/put to death AMONG YOU/in your city, WHERE SATAN DWELLS- Katoikeo- as before.

2:14. NEVERTHELESS I HAVE AGAINST THEE/you...THOU HAST/You have people THERE- In a sense the church as a whole is responsible for the beliefs, words, and actions of its members. THEM THAT/who HOLD to- Krateo- as before. It wasn't a case of casually picking it up- they had deliberately/ strongly laid hold of the idea, and lived by it. It was CONVENIENT to do so and more important to them than what the Lord says in Scripture. Such compromise enabled them to maintain their social and business position. 

THE DOCTRINE/teaching OF BALAAM- When we met the DOCTRINE of the Gospel and accepted that, it clashed with much of our lifestyle, and something had to give way. When we realise that our DEEDS, 2:6, don't fit the Lord's DOCTRINE we must repent of what we are doing, OR construct plausible DOCTRINES justifying and excusing the DEEDS. A stone throne stood in Loanda, Angola, where the Bishop sat to Christen the lines of slaves being loaded on the boats. As they claimed that this ensured they would be in Heaven, the Portugese "Christians," could excuse the cruelty of slavery. The same hypocritical tendency is natural to us all. We need to pray Ps 139:23-4, often. The SEED of error may look innocent, or at least negligible. It won't stay that way. Corruption comes from those of us who consider we have ideas worth sharing, 1 Cor 8:1-3. 

TO CAST A STUMBLING BLOCK/entice to sin- Skandal- The baited trigger that sets off the trap. Scandals in the professing Christian church, are a stumbling block, that people trip over, and curse the church, God, and Christ as a result. SEX AND MONEY ARE STILL THE NORMAL BAITS USED BY SATAN. Effective because of their wide appeal, not just to the offenders, but also to the Godless who are delighted to sneer. Balaam's action is recorded in Num 25, and 31.

TO EAT THINGS/by eating food SACRIFICED TO IDOLS- Most meat was then. We in NZ have probably eaten meat sacrificed to Allah, but not to idols, when there's been a hitch in shipment to Saudi Arabia and Iran! Biblical rules are (1) Ask no questions about meat bought in market, or served at a friend's house. (2) People must choose between eating at Idol Temples/ the table of Demons, and at The Lord's Table, 1 Cor 10:21-32. COMMIT FORNICATION/sexual immorality.
2:15-16. THE DOCTRINE OF THE NICOLAITANS- See Appendix 2. REPENT- God is never the enemy of people, BUT when Evil Darkness is sent where it belongs, those who cling to it/ refuse the Saviour, go with it, Jn 3:19-20. When God's sword strikes down rebellion, those who refused to repent and continued to stand with the rebels also suffer the consequences. The whole Church must repent. 

OR ELSE/otherwise I WILL COME- Lit. I am coming. QUICKLY/soon- As 1:1. AND WILL FIGHT- The Lord will take decisive action against His enemies. AGAINST THEM- Against those who justify and prop up a sinful lifestyle with sinful doctrines. The Lord will not fight against the Church as a whole, but they would suffer, and rightly so, if they failed to repent and deal with the matter. As for instance the whole "Brethren Movement" suffered in the late 1800's when God shattered them into warring unbrotherly fragments, presumably for their Pride in their position rather than being thankful for the Grace of God. We need to repent promptly and spend time in the Lord's presence. He is ultra violet rays to the germs of all heresies!

D. CHALLENGE TO INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS TO BE OVERCOMERS, AND A SPECIFIC REWARD PROMISED IN HEAVEN.

2:17. AN EAR TO HEAR LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAYS...

TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH/who overcomes WILL I GIVE TO EAT OF THE HIDDEN MANNA- Those who refuse to eat in Idol Temples won't starve! God sustained Israel with Manna for 40 years in a wilderness. The Lord Himself is the BREAD FROM HEAVEN. Those who eat Him, have eternal life, and will never under any circumstances hunger or thirst again, Jn 6:35. A great comfort to those persecuted, impoverished, and perhaps starving for their  faith. Israel ate daily by the Miracle of God's provision. PLUS THE INDIVIDUAL  OBEDIENT EFFORT THAT WENT OUT AND GATHERED IT BEFORE THE SUN'S HEAT DISSOLVED IT. None remained for those who did not make it their first priority. We need to feed spiritually daily, regardless of our appetite at the time. God understands/ provides according to our situation, but it is presumption/ insolence to treat God as being at our beck and call. Heavenly Bread is food for an upward journey, the unclean food of idol feast for a downward. 

HIDDEN- Lit. Having been hidden. Their enemies are unaware of it, and cannot prevent their receiving it. Because it is hidden, effort, and possibly help, is required to find it. Don't expect new converts, or discouraged Christians to feed themselves unaided. Paul gave himself as well as the Gospel to converts 1 Th 2:8. We should not just put Bibles, Tracts, Bible Study courses, etc into the hands of new Believers, or tell them to come to the Gospel Meeting next week. We wouldn't expect a new-born baby to survive such treatment not should we expect it of those just born-again. BUT don't imagine that OUR effort is sufficient to nourish ETERNAL LIFE in any Christian. The only manna that lasted was a jar-full HIDDEN with the Ark of the Covenant/ the blood sprinkled Mercy Seat, in the Holy of Holies, in the Tabernacle of God. We can feed ourselves, and help others to feed on Christ the Hidden Manna, only on God's terms, in fellowship with the crucified Christ.

AND WILL GIVE HIM A WHITE STONE- Psephos- A small, smooth stone used for counting/ Psephizo, and voting "I Cast my VOTE/ Psephos," Acts 26:10. It seems white stones indicated acquittal, support, etc and black stones the opposite. 

A NEW NAME- Apparently, outstanding popular figures were honoured in this way. The Greeks claimed that Aristides was healed by Asklepios in a dream, told to be an orator and given a "New Name," and career as "Aristides the Just." Octavian adopted the new name AUGUSTUS, and launched himself into the role of God Emperor. So a new name could rouse and continue to inspire someone to new action. 

God has given us all the "New Names," Saint, Believer, Brother," etc which should inspire us all to act up to them. But here the individual who sets out to overcome, grows into a new appreciation of, and relationship with, his Lord, that is special to him. Christian converts on some mission-fields adopt at Baptism a new name to signify a new life. Individual loyalty to the LORD results in the overcomer enjoying a new status and relationship, that is special to him and His Lord. 

WRITTEN-Lit, Having been written- There is nothing spur-of-the-moment, about it. All God does is inevitably wise, calculated to do maximum good. NO MAN KNOWS- Oida- Knows, understands, sees the meaning of. A pebble, is easily concealed and much we share with the Lord is also private. It makes no sense to the world at large, and perhaps little to fellow believers. It is "special" between us and Him. I gather Heaven is like that. You and I totally lifted out of ourselves in all the glory and fellowship of perfect united ecstasy in worship, will also eternally share the secret knowledge of Him we have sought and been given on earth. The personal rewards of Heaven are the glorified earthly secret fellowships experienced on earth. 

2:18-29      THYATIRA

A. THE CITY SETTING.

2:18. TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA- Lydia's town. Famous for its many guilds, especially clothing trades, and bronze work. Reputedly rather characterless, tolerant, ready to do what was expedient in order to prosper.

B. THE ASPECTS OF THE LORD RELEVANT TO THYATIRA

THESE THINGS SAITH/these are the words of THE SON OF GOD- Emphasising that He was speaking to them as GOD. WHOSE EYES ARE LIKE A FLAME OF/blazing FIRE- Penetrating unyielding gaze that could not be indifferent to evil. Uncomfortable for a Church compromising its witness to gain comfort and prosperity. AND WHOSE FEET ARE LIKE FINE BRASS/burnished bronze- As 1:15. 

C. WHAT HE SEES THEM TO BE - AND NEED TO DO.

2:19. I KNOW THY WORKS/your deeds AND CHARITY/love- As in 2:4. AND SERVICE- Diakonia- The work of a servant in material or spiritual things- Acts 6:2 "SERVE tables," and 6:4 "MINISTRY of the Word." AND FAITH- What they believed, and the strength of that conviction. AND PATIENCE/perseverance- Endurance etc as in 1:9. AND WORKS- Mentioned twice- Because they were a works oriented church? OR, because of a special quality of their works as in next phrase? AND THE LAST TO BE MORE THAN THE FIRST/you are now doing more than you did at first. The Christlike humility of the workers, or the Church's view of the work, or an expanding working, servant attitude.

2:20 FEW- or small, [RT]. They seem many/ large. I HAVE AGAINST THEE- We need to know what comes between us collectively, and God. What in our church He can't have fellowship with. THOU SUFFEREST- Eao [RT]- To let, permit. /you tolerate-  Aphiemi [Nes]- To permit, suffer, forgive- Debts, Mt 6:12 etc. Sins Mt 9:2 etc. Either suggest it wasn't a matter of deliberate choice, rather for peace sake, or to avoid losing valued members. Taking no action against wealthy members who compromised their Christian profession by staying in TRADE GUILDS is a likely situation. 

THAT WOMAN JEZEBEL- Symbol of an Individual, Faction, or Influence that undermined loyalty to the Lord, and introduced compromise with paganism. PROPHETESS- Female prophet. Anna, Luke 2:36, is the only other called this in NT, but Philip's daughters, Acts 21:9 also prophesied. The Scofield Bible noted that "As Jezebel brought Idolatry to Israel, so Romanism weds Christian doctrine to pagan ceremonies." The removal of Images etc and encouragement to Bible Study indicates a substantial return to Biblical Christianity by Catholics. When I was young it was popular to point out that Prophetesses founded the Cults of Theosophy, and Christian Science, and the Divergent sect, Seventh Day Adventism. JEZEBEL- IF A WOMAN, not a man/ group of men acting as Jezebel did, obviously broke God's orders that women should not TEACH/ Didasko, or usurp authority over the men in the church, 1 Tim 2:12. 

TO TEACH/by her teaching- Lit. She teaches. The teaching role of Godly women mentioned in the NT is helping younger women to cope in commonsense ways with the realities of marriage and family life, Titus 2:3-4. Or as a husband and wife team in their home, Acts 18:26. Or to interested friends, Lk 2:38; Acts 8:4. AND SEDUCE/she misleads- Planao- To lead astray as planets do if used as fixed stars for navigation. Church leaders, 1:20, who do not keep their appointed place in the church, and doctrinally, wander from the path of God's will and truth, lead others astray, Jude 1:13. 

MY SERVANTS TO COMMIT FORNICATION/sexual immorality- misuse of God's gift of sex/ sexuality. A serious and damaging sin. AND TO EAT THINGS/food- as in 2:14. 21. 

2:21-22. I GAVE/have given HER TIME TO REPENT ... SHE REPENTED NOT/is unwilling-  A deliberate choice not to repent, not an incidental happening. Ahab did repent, 1 Ki 21:27. Jezebel did not. God limits His patience to what is potentially profitable. 

BEHOLD I WILL CAST HER INTO A BED of suffering- They reclined at an Idol Feast on a couch, and/ or sinned sexually. (A Thyatiran inscription states that the only women at Guild banquets were there for entertainment and immorality.) So "a bed of suffering," symbolises the consequence of their idolatry/ fornication. AND THEM THAT/those who COMMIT ADULTERY WITH HER- Moicheia- Fornication with the additional sinfulness of breaking a marriage vow and commitment. INTO GREAT TRIBULATION/a bed of suffering- Thlipsis- As in 1:9. Stress and distress are inescapable in a fallen world. The Godly suffer as they resist the pressure to conform to sinful ways. The Lord stands with them, giving grace, and ensuring that the distress purifies them into His likeness- to mutual, eternal joy and glory. Sinners suffer as their lifestyle pushes them against God, His light in their conscience, and anything of His Law in the community. The end result of choosing sin is disaster in their lives, families, and community. This book shows that the GREATER man's rebellion against the GREAT God, the GREATER the suffering he brings on himself. 

EXCEPT THEY REPENT OF THEIR DEEDS/her ways- as in 2:6. Judgment according to works is taught in Mt 16:27; Rom 2:6; Rev 18:6; 20:12, 13; 22:12. etc. Many of God's Judgments are predictable, the natural outcome of what people choose to do. We live in a "Moral Universe,"= cause and effect operate. Physical sickness is linked with spiritual sin in 1 Cor 11:29-30, and Jas 5:15. Today AIDS is making people think of the consequences of physical sin. The sheer $$cost to NZ of the breakdown of sexual morality and family life is seen in our heavy burden of national debt. Sadly the HUMAN COST to those involved may be impossible to correct, as so many become so warped they cannot see alternative possibilities or co-operate with attempts to help them.

2:23. I WILL KILL/strike HER CHILDREN dead- Children do suffer premature death through the sinful actions of parents. But here "children" is a SYMBOL referring to those whose beliefs and lives are "Born" out of/ result from "Jezebel's" teaching. People are "children" of God, the devil, Light or Darkness, according to the source, the motivating power of the life/ lifestyle they choose. 

AND THE CHURCHES SHALL KNOW- Ginosko- Personal knowledge gained by experience. It is salutary to see in other churches/ other lives, the consequences of certain courses of action. God sometimes makes His discipline/ judgment so obvious that others can and should learn from it. 

THAT I AM HE THAT SEARCHETH THE REINS AND HEARTS/hearts and minds- REINS- Nephros- Kidneys. Sole use in NT but following OT where the KIDNEYS are viewed as we view heart and mind. 

AND I WILL GIVE EVERY ONE OF YOU- Hekastos- Each, everyone, separately. God's rewards are so given. The church, as a whole, should repent. BUT the individual should be willing to listen, repent, and be rewarded. ACCORDING TO WORKS/deeds- As vs 22. Modified by Sovereign grace that credits righteousness from Christ to the account of those who put their faith in Him. No-one will be able to complain that God has repaid him less than he deserves. Christians, like Paul, know He will be a faithful Steward of all we entrust to Him 2 Tim 1:12.

2:24 BUT UNTO YOU I SAY AND TO THE REST OF- Used in LXX for the Godly Remnant of Israel true to Him. WHICH HAVE NOT THIS DOCTRINE/who do not hold this teaching- They must have heard it, but not made it theirs to live by, or to justify their actions. AND WHICH HAVE NOT KNOWN/learned- Ginosko- To know by experience and fellowship. Whether they knew/ understood- Oida- it or not, they kept in fellowship with the Lord, and out of touch with the Jezebel doctrine, and crowd. 
THE DEPTHS OF SATAN AS THEY SPEAK/Satan's so-called deep secrets- The Gospel is PLAIN, and OPEN, and faithful teachers like Paul, proclaim all its truths publicly as plainly as they can, Acts 20:27. Beware of Special revelations claiming "Deeper" knowledge- it will be Satanic "Angel of light" material. Early Gnostic heretical writings, found recently at Nag Hamada, claim as their source Mary Magdalene as a "Jezebel" type Prophetess who had received "SPIRITUAL SECRETS" higher than anything given to the Apostles- becoming a man in the process! They claim that Peter forfeited leadership to her because he refused her teaching. 

They may have claimed, as other religious syncretists do, that if you go DEEP enough beneath the surface of all religions, you find a common basis, so there was no need to maintain Christian distinctives. This was another Satanic delusion. Gnosticism later taught that to defeat Satan one must enter his stronghold= experience evil deeply. 

I WILL PUT UPON YOU/impose NO OTHER BURDEN- Baros- Fending off the Jezebel doctrine was an essential and exhausting burden- He asked no more. 

2:25. THAT WHICH YOU HAVE, HOLD FAST/hold on to what you have- As vs 13. If progress is impossible, hold fast what we have, Phil 3:16; Heb 2:1. If the tide is running out strongly- Hold fast. When in God's sovereign grace it flows in- be open to new ways to use it in fellowship with Him. UNTIL I COME- Heko- To come and be present. His Coming, 1 Th 4:13-18, is the only solution to some situations. But His general call is "Remember!" "Repent!" "WAKE UP!" It is wicked and slothful to use "I was afraid," as an excuse for inaction, Mt 25:26. His coming is intended as a spur to action- "Occupy till I come," Lk 19:13.

D. CHALLENGE TO INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS TO BE OVERCOMERS, AND A SPECIFIC REWARD PROMISED IN HEAVEN.
2:26 HE THAT OVERCOMER, AND KEEPETH/does- Tereo- As 1:3. Used often in John's Gospel  and Epistles, of KEEPING the Lord's sayings/ commandments. In Acts 12:5 of Peter KEPT in prison. Our KEEPING the unity of the Spirit, Eph 4:3. Tereo seems to emphasize the exercise of ALERTNESS, while  HOLD FAST/ Krateo emphasises the strength that needs to be exerted. 

MY WORKS/will- Keep alert, watch over the Lord's work? Keep TRUSTING  His finished work/ sharing with him in His unfinished work? TO THE END- Telos- An end, whether of time, or purpose. To the end of  his life here? To his personal limits? With a  view to? and until  God's purposes are completed? 

TO HIM WILL I GIVE POWER/authority- Exousia- Lawful authority/ power. The right to act, and the ability and strength to do so, is promised to the nobodies who quietly obey the Lord as best they can. OVER THE NATIONS- To the helpless victims of persecution and injustice at the hands of the authorities- a challenging thought.

2:27 HE SHALL RULE THEM- Poimaino- To act as a shepherd, whose superior wisdom enables him to meet needs, and see that sheep do what is good for them. The good of the flock also being in his own interests. WITH A ROD/ sceptre- Used both of a shepherd's staff, or ruler's sceptre. OF IRON- Symbol of unyielding strength to which all else gives way. The Overcomer's role is that of his   Master in Rev 12:5; 19:15. AS THE VESSELS OF A POTTER/like pottery- The symbol reminds us that: 1. There is a POTTER, who made us for His purposes, and our value lies solely in our fulfilling them. 2. It's insolent, dangerous folly to argue with God about our nature and role, Isa 45:9; 3. Accepting these realities brings blessing, Jer 18:1-10; Rom 9:20-24; 2 Cor 4:6-7. 

SHALL THEY BE BROKEN TO SHIVERS/dash them to pieces- In LXX and [RT] KJV, Lk 4:18, this is used to describe the "Broken-hearted." People are either broken hearted in response to the Gospel, and remade into Christ likeness, OR Delay facing the truth until all it can do is to destroy them. EVEN/just AS I have RECEIVED authority OF THE/from my FATHER- Suffering now/ reigning then, both equally in fellowship with Him, 2 Tim 2:12.

2:28. AND I WILL GIVE HIM- Rev. is full of GIVING- it is said 45x. God is a GIVER. We tend to barter, often greedily, and exploitive. God is honoured by our eagerly receiving and using what He gives in grace, Ps 116. THE MORNING STAR- Used elsewhere in NT only of the LORD, Rev 22:16. As such He appears to call the Church home, 1 Th 4:13-18, before He comes as SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS to rule over the earth, Mal 4:2. The Lord may be saying "I will give myself to him by coming for him in my Morning Star Role." OR "He will act that role for me, witnessing as a Morning Star giving hope to hearers until the Sun  of Righteousness arises in their hearts." 

All Believers will have the transforming, joyful experience of seeing/ being received by Christ in Glory at His Coming. But the degree of Overcoming achieved now may well determine the degree of seeing/ receiving then. We are to make good use of Scripture with this in view, until the Daystar rises in our hearts, 2 Peter 1:19. 

2:29. HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR- Closes each message from now on. This may suggest that in the churches that follow only a minority are likely to be willing to listen and obey.

3:1-6       SARDIS

A. THE CITY SETTING

3:1 TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN SARDIS- The ancient capital of the state of Lydia, Ezek 30:5, where King Croesus ruled. It "Had a NAME," for wealth- "As rich as Croesus," is still a saying. And for being Impregnable- perched above rocky cliffs. But, over-confident, they left the steepest cliffs unguarded when they were besieged by Cyrus, and some of his soldiers climbed up to conquer it. That happened again many years later. An earthquake shattered the city in AD 17. The city was now dying in spite of its proud reputation.

B. THE ASPECTS OF THE LORD RELEVANT TO SARDIS

THESE THINGS SAITH/these are the words of HIM THAT HATH/who holds THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD- The fullness of The Holy Spirit, well able to revive them. AND THE SEVEN STARS- In His strong right hand could do for them what it did for others. 

C. WHAT HE SEES THEM TO BE - AND NEED TO DO

2.I KNOW THY WORKS/your deeds, THAT THOU HAST A NAME/you have a reputation- Onoma- as before. THAT THOU LIVEST/of being alive- You have the reputation, or appearance of being alive. BUT ARE DEAD- Inactive, dead to the Lord! Preaching that ignores human needs, and fails to present Christ as God's provision for them is spiritually deadening. So is preaching that focuses on counselling human grief, loneliness, and how to live a moral life in an immoral society, unless CHRIST IS EXALTED AS LORD AND SAVIOUR, and hearers persuaded to centre their life on Him. Even sermons focussing on Jesus are deadening unless the preacher's experience of Christ is alive and he presents Him faithfully and vividly. Even Churches established by preachers willing to die for the truth, may settle down to become a "Be Good and Do Good," club or more recently a "Come together and enjoy yourself," club. 

AND/but you ARE DEAD- "Decent death" is the normal fate of "State Churches," given a secure place in the world, as paid state servants running education, hospitals etc. A hundred and fifty years ago the Anglican Church of Ireland, proud to be an instrument of the English Government, was so concerned at the success of its Evangelical/ evangelising ministers such as JN. Darby, it stopped the revival by decreeing that all converted Catholics MUST TAKE THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE BRITISH SOVEREIGN BEFORE THEY COULD BECOME MEMBERS. This drove Darby out, and Brethren for the next 100 years were rightly suspicious of political action by Christians, insisting "Our Citizenship is in Heaven," Phil 3:20.

3:2. BE WATCHFUL/wake up- The alertness that would keep a servant ready to unlock the door and greet his Master when he came, or foil burglars, Mt 24:42-43. They were falling asleep on sentry duty, while surrounded by enemies. AND STRENGTHEN- The word is used of Peter who was to STRENGTHEN his brothers, Lk 22:32. And by Paul who wished to ESTABLISH those at Rome, Rom 1:11. Propping up Church tradition and routines God didn't establish, and isn't using, is useless. But Human commitment/ effort is needed for God's work to go on well. If we let things drift, the walls will crash when the attack comes. 

THE THINGS WHICH REMAIN/what remains- As after the earthquake, some buildings could continue to be used if strengthened/ made safe. THAT ARE READY/about TO DIE- To do that required WAKING UP, seeking, finding, and doing God's will, to avoid DEATH. 

I HAVE NOT FOUND THY WORKS PERFECT/complete- Great plans, promises, and beginnings are seen to be empty folly unless we stay awake, and are strengthened by the Lord. BEFORE/in the sight of GOD- Who alone can bring us to maturity and completeness in Christ, which is the vital point, Eph 4:11-16.

3:3. REMEMBER THEREFORE- Actively call to mind. God gives memory- we must use it. HOW THOU HAST RECEIVED- as in 2:17, 27. Our basic responsibility is stewardship. To receive and use all that God has given to us. Only in fellowship with Him can we know what they are, and how to use them. AND HEARD- Akouo- as 1:3 etc. Hearing enables us to Believe and receive, "Faith comes by hearing, Rom 10:17. AND HOLD FAST/obey it- Tereo- Rev 1:3 etc. God's gifts all bear the tag "USE THIS OR LOSE THIS," Mt 25: 28-39. AND REPENT- as 2:5.  Go back to what you heard and believed at first. 

IF THEREFORE THOU SHALT NOT WATCH/do not wake up I WILL COME AS A THIEF- Kleptes- Sneak thief, a threat only to the sleeping or careless. As the enemy soldiers had sneaked in and captured the city. The Lord, in discipline, will allow what they were no longer valuing to be removed. In God's order, what we do not value and hold on to, we will lose, Heb 2:1. THOU SHALT NOT KNOW THE HOUR I WILL COME UPON THEE- Obviously, if they were asleep. They would wake up to find what they had lost, as the foolish Virgins did, Mt 25.

D. CHALLENGE TO INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS TO BE OVERCOMERS, AND A SPECIFIC REWARD PROMISED IN HEAVEN.

3:4. A FEW NAMES/people IN SARDIS- The Godly are a minority in this church. WHICH/who HAVE NOT DEFILED/ soiled THEIR GARMENTS/clothes- Outer garment, symbol of public reputation. God looks on hearts, 1 Sam 16:7, so to be right with God in our hearts must be our first concern. But people can't see our inner life, so the impression they get of us and our God from our words and actions is also important. AND contentment with outward defilement indicates defilement within. Outward compromise defiles consciences, 1 Cor 8:7. Fellowship with God requires inward AND outward cleansing, Ex 19:10; Isa 1:16. Their reputation disgraced their Lord.

THEY SHALL/will WALK- used of the whole round of a life's activities, each a step. WITH ME- The all-important thing is to be living in fellowship, with Him, step by step. We are to "Go places," with Him, not loaf or stagnate. IN WHITE- The one colour that manifests unquestioned cleanness, aims at/ demands absolute purity, so is chosen by those interested in the reality of BEING clean. The empty reputation for LOOKING clean comes easier with the purple/ scarlet/ gold of Rev 17:4. Putting on WHITE avows an intention to keep clear of defilement. WORTHY- Aiming to walk with Him in white qualifies for His enabling.

3:5. HE THAT OVERCOMETH/who overcomes..SHALL BE CLOTHED IN WHITE- At considerable cost and effort they sought to do so on earth, in obedient fellowship with Him. The reward is doing so perfectly, forever with their Lord in glory in fellowship with the altogether WORTHY ONE Rev 4:11. Romans wore a white toga- it symbolised worthiness, gladness as well as victory. Some rewards are COMPENSATORY- Suffer with Christ here, reign with him in Glory, 2 Tim 2:12. Others, as here, are a CONTINUATION, or the natural fruit of what the Believer chose to aim at here. 

AND I WILL NOT/never BLOT OUT/erase- Used of blotting out sin, Acts 3:19, Law's accusations, Col 2:14, and tears, Rev 7:17; 21:4. HIS NAME BOOK OF LIFE- The list of those who PROFESS Faith/ life in Christ. That name/ reputation of being a Christian in this life, will be tested by the Lord's coming. The book of Life is mentioned elsewhere only in  Phil 4:3; Rev 13:8; 17:8; 20:12 & 15; 22:19. NOT BLOTTED OUT- God knows His own. Our ASSURANCE of security depends on our whole-hearted response to the Lord, and our use of His Grace to live an obvious CHRISTian life, 2 Tim 2:19; 2 Pet 1:5-11. 

As this letter deals with "Having a NAME to live" it is appropriate to remember that State Churches aimed at christening/ entering on Parish records as CHRISTIAN, the names of all born locally. Many people still rely on that entry as their claim on Heaven. "My Military Missal" authorised by Cardinal Gilroy, P. 89 states "I believe that I am Christian because I have been Christened." This is no more valid than "I believe I am saved because my decision for Christ was written down at.." The Lord purges these rolls to conform to His "Book of Life," Rev 20:11-15. 

BUT I WILL CONFESS/acknowledge- This echoes the Lord's promise in Mt 10:32. The Lord CONFESSED Job "Behold my servant Job.." Thinking of the pride and joy with which we have "CONFESSED"- "That's MY child," or wished we could disown them, helps us understand what's involved. BEFORE- As in 1:4. Used 32x in Revelation - everything is shown as He sees it. MY FATHER- It is a compliment when a friend is pleased to introduce us to his family. What a privilege when the LORD is pleased to introduce us and acknowledge His relationship with us. 

AND BEFORE HIS ANGELS- What could be a more public honour than that, as it is done righteously, as well as in love. What an incentive to be loyal to Him, and confess Him with life and lip here and now. Us cowards need the encouragement of reading such statements often. 

3:7-13      PHILADELPHIA

A. THE CITY SETTING

3:7. TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA- Brotherly love. Named from the loyalty/ devotion of the brother Kings Attalus II and Eumenes II about 130 BC. The city had a "Missionary Role"- bearer of a message/ exponent of a way of life- as an outpost of Greek Culture in an Asiatic setting. Being on a fault-line it had "little Strength." In AD 20 Strabo wrote "Philadelphia is full of earthquakes its very walls daily in one way or another fall apart." The city had learnt to live in conscious weakness after a great earthquake- people had to live ready to run for the open country when a tremor was felt. This living with awareness of their helplessness against earthquakes may have helped the church to be conscious of its "Little strength" spiritually, and helped it to depend on God alone. In appreciation of disaster relief from Tiberius Caesar it called itself Neo-Caesarea for a while- a NEW NAME- the name of their God-Emperor. Cp 3:12.

B. THE ASPECTS OF THE LORD RELEVANT TO PHILADELPHIA

THESE THINGS SAITH HE/are the words of Him THAT IS HOLY- God's essential nature, totally separate from any sin, folly, inadequacy etc. We are to live holy/ separated to Him. 

HE THAT IS TRUE- Alethos- A= not, Lethe= hidden, forgotten. There's no "small print" in His promises, nothing concealed or forgotten that could cause problems later. He IS TRUTH/ reality, Jn 14:26. What His Word reveals is true, a tiny portion only of His Being/ work YET TRUE TO THE WHOLE OF IT. He is the TRUE Light, TRUE Bread, TRUE Vine 15:1; Jn 1:9; 6:35; 15:1. All things are naked and open to Him. What the newest convert knows of the Saviour will never be contradicted, but expanded joyfully, forever. 

HE THAT HATH/who holds THE KEY- As in 1:18. The RIGHT/ ABILITY / RESPONSIBILITY to take action. OF DAVID- In regard to what David the King represents. The promised Kingdom blessedness, righteousness, compassionate wisdom etc of His rule as He shepherds His people on earth, Isa 9:6-7; Ezek 37:24, etc. The SPIRITUAL equivalent we enjoy already.

HE THAT OPENETH AND/what He opens NO MAN/one SHUTTETH/can shut... NO HUMAN Ruler, or unseen Satanic Power, Rom 8:37-39. 

C. WHAT HE SEES THEM TO BE - AND NEED TO DO. 

3:8 I KNOW THY WORKS/your deeds: BEHOLD I HAVE SET/placed BEFORE THEE/you- As 1:4- Both GIVEN of God, and SEEN by man. AN OPEN DOOR- Lit Having been opened- Freedom of access to GOD, and all that was theirs in Christ. Freedom to take the GOOD NEWS of this to those around, who were also free to enter. AND/that NO MAN/one CAN SHUT- 

FOR THOU HAST/you have A LITTLE- Mikros- Little, small. Our ability/ power may SEEM microscopic in relation to the task. Recently I noted that a sturdy young tree had opened a wide crack in a slab of solid rock. Several seedling trees had started in tiny cracks, and there would have been also seeds germinating in cracks too small to see. ALL HAD IN COMMON THE FACTOR OF GOD-GIVEN LIFE. Tiny as they were, they could, and would defeat the dead rock. As we have the very life of the RISEN CHRIST in us, Eph 1:19-20; 3:20, success is INEVITABLE if only we will let that life "Do its thing," in/ with/ through us, 1 Jn 4:4. "Doing our own thing" is FINE! Only if it is the THING for which God created us, Redeemed us, and Indwells us. 

STRENGTH- Dunamis- Ability power. The empowering for WITNESS, work, worship, growth, provided by the Indwelling of God the Holy Spirit. 

AND HAST/yet you have KEPT- As in 1:3. MY WORD- Logos- message= Received the truth we have in His Word, acted on it in daily living, preached it. 

HAST/have NOT DENIED MY NAME- He is JESUS/ SAVIOUR- I "deny His Name," if my  preaching/ life don't demonstrate that He has SAVED me. I deny He is THE CHRIST/ FULFILLER OF ALL OT PROMISES, or that He is LORD unless the pattern of my life/ my speaking proclaims Him to be these to me. Our life must show that He is Light, Love, Vine, etc.

I know what you are doing. I am the One who gave you the OPEN DOOR, and I know that, although aware of your personal inadequacy for such a great work, you have been loyal to Me and alert to what I have asked you to do for me." (A reasonably accurate paraphrase.)  

3:9. BEHOLD I WILL MAKE THEM OF/those who are THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN- As 2:9. 

**NOTE** Within a few years the Jews lost the power to persecute, but sadly "STATE CHURCHES" abandoning the role of being Christ-like, often became SYNAGOGUES OF SATAN in persecuting both Jews, and Bible-obeying Christians. 
MAKE- In the Greek text is followed by Hina= in order that, so means "I will work on them so that they will.." God intervenes in their lives to bring them to the state where they will choose to come and bow, not that they will do so as controlled puppets. We should ignore religious opposition and leave it to the Lord to deal with.

TO COME- Heko- To come and be present, so present themselves. WORSHIP/fall down- Usually used of worshipping God, but used of the servant begging mercy from his master Mt 18:26. BEFORE/at YOUR FEET.

KNOW/acknowledge- Ginosko- Growing, personal experience/ fellowship knowledge. They will know, having learnt by experience, from observing you, that in fact you are my loved ones. THAT I HAVE LOVED- Agapao. Not that you are in yourselves superior, wonderful, etc,

3:10. BECAUSE THOU HAST/since you have KEPT MY WORD/command- as vs 8. OF MY PATIENCE/to endure patiently- as in 1:9, etc. Lit. The word of the endurance of me. The Lord's, the Word's the Church's ENDURANCE? All could be meant but "You have persisted in keeping my word," seems to match the Lord's response that follows. 

I ALSO WILL KEEP- As vs 7. A matched, appropriate response from our righteous Lord. When the Emperor decreed persecution on the church, it was applied very unevenly, according to whether local officials were enthusiastic or not. Under Communism the same has applied recently. They had already experienced something of such TESTING/ Persecution, and the Lord Keeping them IN it. 

FROM- Ek- From, out of. THE HOUR OF TEMPTATION/trial- All human life, since the "Fall/ Rebellion" has featured "TESTING," but it would come to a head in a final confrontation- THE hour of trial, the crunch, the final test, recorded later in Revelation. Philadelphia, representing the faithfully witnessing Church as a whole, had experienced the Lord's keeping IN trial. They will be kept OUT OF that final conflict between Rebel Man and God, Mt 24:21. 

WHICH SHALL COME/that is going to come- Lit. Being about to Come. It was and still is THE NEXT INTERVENTION of God in this world. UPON ALL THE/whole WORLD- Oikoumene- The inhabited earth, the world of men. Not merely a wave of persecution in the Roman Empire. This would set it apart as THE FINAL TEST from which the Christ keeps His Church by taking them home as in 1 Th 4:16-17. 

TO TRY/test- as in 2:2. Temptation, and equally God's intervention, applies pressure on men and so tests them, giving them the chance to show what they really are BENEATH THE OUTWARD SHOW. Christ's first coming did this to Priests, Pharisees, and Outcasts. 

THEM THAT DWELL/those who live- as in 2:19. EARTH-DWELLERS, whose chosen horizon of interest and effort is THIS life, THIS world, ignoring and rejecting God's intervention in it in the person of Christ. 

3:11. BEHOLD I COME QUICKLY/ Am coming soon- As in 2:5. HOLD FAST/on to what you have- As 2:13. THAT NO MAN/no-one TAKE THY/your CROWN- As 2:10. The reward of disciplined use of ability/ gift, as in Olympics. To have it within reach, but fail to persist and achieve it, is a disgrace.

D. CHALLENGE TO INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS TO BE OVERCOMERS, AND A SPECIFIC REWARD PROMISED IN HEAVEN.
3:12 HIM THAT OVERCOMETH/overcomes- As 2:7. Opposition, challenge, difficulty, danger, possibility of failure- all are inevitable in life. "Man is born to trouble," Job 5:7. Trials may "Bring out the best in  us, and make us worthwhile persons," is a this world view. More  truly, they may show us our utter inadequacy so that in our  weakness we call upon/ receive the Grace-given "Strength that is  made perfect in weakness," 2 Cor 12:9, with eternal benefit. 

WILL I MAKE A PILLAR- A column supporting the weight of a building. Pillars were often the main feature of a Temple or other building. James, Peter and John seemed to be PILLARS/ Bear the main weight of responsibility in the church at Jerusalem, Gal 2:9. The church as a whole is the PILLAR/ bears and must accept responsibility for, the Truth of God, 1 Tim 3:15. Here the overcomers will be displayed as both ornamental and useful essentials of the temple  of God. Not just up front ones like Peter etc but also unseen ones who maintain the routines, and above all PRAY. This glorious prospect is the reward of an often burdensome role down here. Uncommitted Christians may GO OUT to other places where there's something "good" on, and COME back IN, at will. PILLARS have to stand firmly based on the foundation - Christ/ His Word recorded by Apostles and Prophets 1 Cor 3:11, Eph. 2:20, holding the weight of the roof above, and so holding the whole building together- taking extra weight when others opt out for a bit! 

IN THE TEMPLE- Naos- LXX The OT Holy of Holies where God dwelt, and the High Priest alone could enter. 

**NOTE** This book is concerned only with the Naos, no Hieron/ outer temple is mentioned. Heaven is where GOD DWELLS, not a sphere where Hierus/ priests operate. Naos is used of body of the Lord, Jn 2:19, the Believer, 1 Cor 6:19, the Church, Eph 2:21, local church 1 Cor 3:16, 17; 2 Cor 6:16. 

OF MY GOD AND HE SHALL NO MORE GO OUT/never again will he leave it- Obviously a PILLAR is of all things stable, a fixture, held in place by what it supports as much as by what it stands on. If pillars in the church opt out it is a tragedy, as the building may collapse. NO MORE/ Never again- When we take up responsibilities, we give up rights and freedoms. Still, taking up a responsibility in a congregation and sticking to it, stabilises us. Fun it may not be, but eternally rewarding to have the LORD'S NAME on us, and also the place it qualifies us for in the eternal CITY OF GOD.

I WILL WRITE UPON HIM THE NAME- At that time it was usual for a crew of Quarry-men, when they finished working a stone, to write their name on it so they took responsibility/ got credit for it. They might also write on it the name of the building and position it was prepared for. Biblically, names reveal character and role. Philadelphia city had taken up and abandoned Caesar's name. Christ had written His Name on His church there, and those in it who yielded to His purposes were being prepared for an assured place of honour, in God's City. His NAME, and the name of their place was on them. There is no possibility of their being mislaid. 

AND THE NAME OF THE CITY OF MY GOD THE NEW- Kainos- New and different in quality. The Lord's NEW NAME= all that He is by virtue of His Redemptive work for mankind-Redeemer/ SLAIN LAMB as in the NEW SONG, Ch. 5.

JERUSALEM- The city of God, God's people. The new society built in Faith on the Lord's Name- the name given / adopted and the consequent life go together. 

WHICH COMETH/which is coming DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN- It has HEAVEN as its source. God the Son came down to redeem us and bless us with Heavenly blessings. The Church as it IS NOW is a Heavenly body being formed on earth, and will be completed in Heaven when risen and living saints are caught away there. It seems that it will return from heaven to rule on earth. 

**NOTE** Historically Philadelphia stood out alone as a Christian city against the Moslem invasion, until the "Christian" Byzantine Empire joined the Moslem Turks to defeat it. Gibbon, in his "Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire" wrote "Among the Greek colonies and churches of Asia, Philadelphia alone is still erect (Functioning as a professed Christian community, although surrounded by Moslems)- a pleasing example that the paths of honour and safety are sometimes the same." Christian church congregations survived there and in Smyrna until removed in 1922 in a deal between Turkey and Greece, arranged by the League of Nations. Their attitude towards SEDUCING EVIL has been suggested as the reason for their longer survival. Ephesus and Smyrna RESISTED evil, Pergamum TOLERATED it. Thyatira ADOPTED it. Sardis was DEAD/ INDIFFERENT to it. Philadelphia REPUDIATED it. Laodicea WAS IT.

WRITE ON HIM MY NAME- As noted earlier, The Evangelical Revival of the 18th-19th century broke out of the State Church, formal mechanical system, with Lay preaching, congregations of Believers only, etc seen in Methodism, Baptist Churches, Brethren Assemblies etc all part of an "Open Door." This door REMAINS OPEN, in the face of pressure to revert to legalism, sectarianism, formalism, human pride, and traditional routines. Charles Kingsley commented on the Anglo Catholic movement- "Hastening to raise up all the forms and ceremonies of institutionalised religion between sinners  desperately needing Salvation, and a Saviour eager to save them." The secret of the successful church. AN OPEN DOOR. A LITTLE STRENGTH, AN UNGRIEVED SPIRIT, ALERTNESS TO GOD'S WORD /AVOIDING DENYING HIS NAME. 

3:13 HE THAT HATH AN EAR...

3:14-22  LAODICEA

A. THE CITY SETTING

3:14. UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH OF THE LAODICEANS/in Laodicea- "THE PEOPLE RULING?" "THE JUDGMENT OF THE PEOPLE?" A very wealthy city- In AD 62, the Jewish community's annual donation to the Jerusalem Temple was 20lbs of gold. Its banks were well known- Cicero mentions cashing bank drafts there IN 51 BC! Tacitus records their proud self-sufficiency- They rebuilt after the AD 60 earthquake without Roman Aid. Its Medical school, and Textile industry - weaving and exporting fine black woollen cloth, were  famous. Its big problem was water- Water from hot medicinal springs was piped six miles to be doubtfully cold enough drinking water at the city end. Pipes STILL remain, half clogged with deposits which settled out of the water as it cooled. With water supply so easily cut, the city never defended itself in any war. It would do any deal that kept it comfortable and wealthy. Such flexible loyalty, and readiness to compromise, was obvious in the church. Archippus, a leader there, needed to be reminded what he was there for, Col 4.17. 

B. THE ASPECTS OF THE LORD RELEVANT TO LAODICEA

THESE THINGS SAITH/are the words of THE AMEN- He is the "God of TRUTH- The AMEN," Isa 65:16, linked with Aman= Faithful. "Amen, Amen/ Verily Verily, introduces solemn statements as in John 3:3. In His promises, God is the AMEN who says "It will be." Our response should be to say "AMEN- let it be so," 2 Cor 1:20. It was easy for Laodiceans faced with God's enmity to sin to say "Amen" to His offer of Salvation. But easy under threat to be "shallow soil," and give up loyalty to Christ, Mt 13:20-21. So solemn warnings are given by "THE AMEN." WITNESS- As 1:2.

FAITHFUL- As 2:10. AND TRUE- As 3:7. WITNESS THE BEGINNING/ruler OF THE CREATION OF GOD- See 1:8, and Col 1:15-17. He had no beginning- He IS THE BEGINNING, and all that follows flows out from HIM, is under His direction and control, and is answerable to Him. This should stir their conscience with memories of Col 1:13-18, passed on to them, Col 4:16. CREATION- Emphasised perhaps as of the Godhead, He alone became part of Creation, Jn 1:14.

C. WHAT HE SEES THEM TO BE - AND NEED TO DO
3:15. I KNOW THY WORKS/your deeds- THAT THOU ART/ you are NEITHER COLD NOR HOT- A compromise adjusted to all the pressures on them, including that of His Word. Inoffensive to world, flesh, and devil, but utterly offensive to the Lord. COLD/ HOT- Nearby Hierapolis had hot medicinal baths. Laodicea provided neither hot-water-healing for the spiritually sick, nor cold-water-refreshment for the spiritually weary. To be usefully "HOT" they must be zealous. 

I WOULD/wish- Ophelon- To wish. From Opheilo= to owe. They OWED it to God to be what He created them for. Their welfare depended on it. There is more hope for a Saul, hotly opposing God, than for a lukewarm Gamaliel, Acts 5:34-39. Even God can't steer a drifting boat!

THOU WERT COLD OR HOT/you were either one or the other-

3:16. BECAUSE THOU ART/you are LUKEWARM.. I WILL- Mello- I am about to. SPEW/spit- Emeo- To Vomit. "Spit" is a gain in politeness, a loss of a truth. LXX uses it to translate the Hebrew word for VOMIT in Isa 19:14. THEE OUT OF MY MOUTH- The MOUTH is the point of exit only, the body as a whole vomits. The Lord vividly states their total rejection from His Body- His Church, of which they professed to be part. Cp "I NEVER knew you," Mt 7:23.

**NOTE** Not as in 2:5 REMOVE CANDLESTICK. To Ephesus the Lord says, "I will not permit you to continue indefinitely witnessing without love." A PRACTICAL decision. Here it is a MORAL decision. "I will not continue any association with you. I utterly reject the comfortable compromise that leaves a church pleased with itself, and not making the world around uncomfortably aware of Calvary." Wm McDonald, in the Emmaus course wrote "It is undeniable that this presents a vivid picture of the church in our land in our age. Luxury-living abounds while men die without the Gospel, or the Bibles and Missionaries that could bring it to them. Christians become more emotionally stirred about sport or politics than about Christ. There is no sense of spiritual need or longing for revival. We give our best efforts to the business world, and only the left overs for God. We provide luxuries for our bodies soon to be dust, while our eternal souls starve. We accumulate treasures on earth, rather than lay them up in Heaven, giving only spare time and money to the Lord." 

Sadly there is much truth in this. Pre-occupation with a "this-world" view, rather than a Biblical one means that often much "Church" activity is directed towards gaining "Rights" for people in this world. The World dictates our tastes, priorities, outlook on life, and lifestyle, because Christians spend more hours feeding on TV than on God's own Word. Those who avoid that, and the complacent Laodicean pride in tolerance that results, must beware of responding with Ephesian pride in our orthodoxy and earnest activities."

3:17. BECAUSE THOU SAYEST/You say I AM RICH, AND INCREASED WITH GOODS/I have acquired wealth- The Lord became poor to make us RICH, 2 Cor 8:9. If we determine to make ourselves rich, we will be snared and pierced by the effort, 1 Tim 6:9. 

AND HAVE NEED OF NOTHING/do not need a thing- As the Pharisee, Lk 18:11. Godliness with contentment is great gain. Contentment with less than God's will is a tragedy. 

AND KNOWEST NOT/do not realise- Oida- To see, understand. Knowing something is wrong is distressing/ embarrassing. How much worse it is for one to be unaware of real wrong. Only those willing to believe the evidence of need, come to Christ, as to a Doctor, Mt 9:11-13.

THAT THOU ART/you are WRETCHED- Paul, complacency shattered, cried "I'm WRETCHED!" This was the necessary prelude to "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!" Rom 7:24. Jas 1:2 is true, though not attractive. 

AND MISERABLE/pitiful- He was speaking to them from a heart of mercy. AND POOR AND BLIND- Used of blindness, physical, Jn 9, and spiritual, Mt 23:16-26. AND NAKED- Insufficiently clothed, for warmth, Jas 2:15, modesty, or public appearance, Jn 21:7. Their self-righteousness left them so, spiritually. Paradoxically welcoming our nakedness before the Word of God, and the throne of grace, is the means of clothing us with the glory of Christ likeness, Heb 4:12-16; 2 Cor 3:17-18. 

3:18. I COUNSEL THEE/you- The Lord stoops to speak at the level they can understand. 

TO BUY- Agorazo- Use the marketplace for buying/ selling. They must be willing to "do a deal." The Lord GIVES freely, but many find that price too high! Empty hands are needed- We must give up the illusion of self sufficiency, the illusion we can control our lives well, and PRIDE in these, to make room for the gift. Asking God's help is the price of "buying" it.

OF/from ME- The Lord alone, has what they need- Divine righteousness and power to live a Godly life. GOLD. Their system of values did not coincide with His. They needed to buy from Him what He valued most- Righteousness, Love, Truth. TRIED/refined IN THE FIRE- As 1 Pet 1:7. THAT THOU MAYEST/so you can become RICH- Rich towards God, Luke 12:21.

AND WHITE RAIMENT/clothes- As 3:4. To wear white proclaims a determination to be clean- as Nurses in Hospital wear white. Bridal white claims virginal purity- the bride having kept herself for her husband. 

AND THAT THE SHAME OF/cover your shameful- As "With SHAME take lowest place, Lk 14:9, "Glorying in their SHAME, Phil 3:19, "Despising the SHAME," Heb 12:2. OF THY NAKEDNESS APPEAR- A great shame to exporters of high quality cloth! APPEAR- To be revealed in one's true character.

AND ANOINT THINE EYES/put on- LXX Jer 4:30 used of anointing/ beautifying eyes. EYESALVE/salve- As used in their famous medical school. Their banks, textiles and Eye-salve, could not meet their spiritual needs! THAT THOU MAYEST/so you can SEE-

3:19. AS MANY AS/Those who I LOVE- Not the Agape of Jn 3:16, that saves sinners, but the Phileo of FRIENDSHIP, Jn 15:14-17, that wishes to share thoughts with, be in fellowship with, His disciples. I REBUKE- To make ashamed. The woman's accusers "CONVICTED," Jn 8:9. God the Holy Spirit REPROVES the world of sin, Jn 16:8. 

AND CHASTEN/discipline- To train as a child. The means the loving Father uses to bring His children into adult "Phileo/ fellowship" with Himself, Heb 12:6-10. Also used in "Gently INSTRUCT," 2 Tim 2:25. Love puts long term good ahead of temporary comfort/ joy. Prosperity and  ease that produce pride and indifference is no mark of being rewarded for pleasing God. Thanksgiving, and dedication is.

BE ZEALOUS/earnest THEREFORE- Lit. Be hot. AND REPENT- As 2:5. Break out of the smug complacency possible to those who lower their standards and close their eyes to God's facts. It is God's Kindness that a community which prefers to be comfortably indifferent to sin, will find its increasing nastiness breaking in on their smugness- as today's society. The secular historian Toynbee wrote "Civilisation has grown by the pressure of hard circumstances, grant security and plenty and man slips back." The Lord's reaction to an increasingly sinful and despairing world was patient, sympathetic, persistent, polite, gentle candidness. Darkening skies are just what is needed to make the Christian Gospel shine out far and wide.

3:20. BEHOLD/Here I am STANDING/I stand AT THE DOOR- The Lord takes the initiative, standing as a servant ready to serve, or a friend  eager to restore fellowship, before a smug, self-satisfied Church which should have been centred on Him. This speaks to us all, for in any church/ any Believer's life, situations may occur from which the Lord is shut out. It parallels His seeking LOST individuals, Lk 15, so may be applied to them. 

AND KNOCK- As the neighbour wanting bread, and our persistent prayer requests, Luke 11:5-10. He is standing patiently at the door, continually knocking. IF ANY MAN HEAR/anyone hears MY VOICE- As 1:3. Parallels verse 19 "As many as." Cp Heb 4:7. 

AND OPEN/opens THE DOOR I WILL COME IN TO HIM AND SUP/eat- Deipneo- To take the evening meal. The leisurely main meal of the day, after work is done, Lk 17:8, and used of the last supper, Lk 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25. Beyond fellowship in eating of the same food/ satisfying one's physical hunger together, there is fellowship- satisfying one's human hunger for companionship. Where the Lord is involved, Spiritual hunger is satisfied as well. Our Lord is eager to meet us, at all three levels, and share with us what He has, if we will only open to him and share with him what we have. On our side is a vague emptiness, only partially satisfied by what we receive from Him as our Creator. He is eager to be welcomed into our lives to meet our SPIRITUAL NEED and to begin to transform and meet our lesser needs as well. WITH HIM, AND HE WITH ME- We must never cease to stand in awe before this mutuality. 

IT IS GOD, ALMIGHTY, ALL-WISE, OMNIPOTENT, ETERNAL, INFINITE, UNCHANGING, RIGHTEOUSNESS, HOLINESS, AND LOVE, Who became sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him, 2 Cor 5:21 and so capable of fellowship. He who seeks  our fellowship, takes the towel and basin kneeling at our feet to wash them for our cleanliness, comfort, and make us fit for fellowship, Jn 13. He stands as Advocate to ensure our forgiveness and cleansing from sin on the basis of His atoning death, 1 Jn 1:9-2:1. He places Himself at our service, for the achievement of His purposes in our lives, and in those around us, 2 Cor 1:3-5. 

This leaves no excuse for that false pride, false shame, or mere indifference, that would keep Him waiting, or fail to welcome Him and His offer. Let us set our hearts towards Him, give thanks for His gifts, worship His person, and be transformed into His likeness by enjoying His fellowship to the Glory of His Grace, and wisdom, Eph 3:10. More important than an eagerness to SERVE our Redeemer, is to be willing takers/ users of what He Gives, Ps 116:12-19.

WITH HIM, AND HE WITH ME-

D. CHALLENGE TO INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS TO BE OVERCOMERS, AND A SPECIFIC REWARD PROMISED IN HEAVEN.

3:21. TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH/who overcomes- Possible even at Laodicea. WILL I GRANT/give the right to SIT WITH ME- He stoops to be with us, so we may be with Him, eternally. There is nothing of self that qualifies- His grace alone could do this. ON MY THRONE- The Apostles were promised such a privilege, Mt 19:28, quarrelled over the closest position to the Lord, Mk 10:37-40. 

EVEN/just AS I ALSO OVERCAME- The totality of the Lord's identification of Himself with us, made perfect in all the roles involved in our Salvation Heb 2:10-18; 4:14-16; 5:7-10; etc is beyond our understanding, but calls for our love, worship, and our taking up the role won for us, John 15:7-10; 17:17-18; 2 Cor 6:14- 7:1; etc.

AND AM SET/sat DOWN WITH MY FATHER IN/on HIS THRONE- He came from this to the manger at Bethlehem, to deal with rebellion in the Universe by means of the Cross, Col 1:20. He has now re-assumed this, bringing under its blessed rule the new Kingdom of the redeemed, Rev 1:6. He, in perfect conformity to the nature of the Godhead, having put down all rebellion, will resign the commission delegated to Him by the Father, and take His place with the Father 1 Cor 15:24-28, IN/ on (en) the throne, in His new role as the Slain Lamb, Rev 5. 

**NOTE** The next two chapters show what the Lord is offering. As this is true of LAODICEANS, none of us dare to say "My CIRCUMSTANCES make it impossible for me to honour God by living a victorious Christian life in obedient fellowship with Him." God states all that we need to know in the simplest possible terms, and His Spirit is eager to make it clear and real to us. 

It is an insult to God, and a sign that we know enough to wilfully reject Him and His Word, if we say "Too difficult," AND GO AWAY from Him, Jn 6:60-66, instead of coming to Him for explanations, Mt 15:15. But we must never presume from that brevity and simplicity that we UNDERSTAND and are EXPERTS in the eternal realities of which  Scripture speaks, and that nothing exists beyond what we know. We are in the position of children who know how to WORK the heater, the telephone, and the TV, and must USE them responsibly, but not to give lectures on their nature, or modify their function!

3:22. HE THAT HATH/who has AN EAR TO HEAR- What then is the SPIRIT SAYING TO THE CHURCHES in these letters? He  patiently proclaims the wonderful provision for, and possibilities that open to, ANYONE WILLING TO HEAR. The heights of Glory are open to those who face all problems and challenges as Paul did in conscious WEAKNESS that is matched by GRACE, 2 Cor 12:7-10. As we too ATTEMPT to obey the Lord, all will be to the glory of God. 

Blessed Grace of God! Blessed be the God of Grace! Blessed are those who by grace bring Glory to the God of Grace! AMEN! 

**NOTE** The messages to the individual churches are ended. But the  chapters that follow strongly reinforce to all churches, in all possible situations, the eternal consequences of their response. 

APPENDIX 1 -  The LORD in the Midst

The Lord is IN THE MIDST of those individuals who gather together in/ into- Eis, His Name, Mt 18:20. From vs 13 we know He is in the same position relative to the church congregations. As such He is Perfectly AWARE of all, ACCESSIBLE to all. Among the things this symbolises is the fact that no individual comes between any other individual and the Lord, and no church comes between another church and the Lord. Certainly individuals and churches should minister Christ to others, but basically there is the opportunity, obligation, and need to deal with Christ DIRECTLY ourselves. It is Christ Himself who is central, not our leaders, our organisation, our program, our doctrines. He is the One to whom all look for direction. He is the One whose will must be sought by each, and to  whom we must draw near. The nearer we draw to him, the nearer we will find ourselves to one another. In the Glory, Rev 5:6, we see the Slain Lamb, in the MIDST of the Throne, Living creatures, Elders, and the Hosts of Heaven and the Redeemed. He should be THE FOCUS OF ATTENTION in each church. He Himself moves among them, aware of the realities, speaking in warning and encouragement, and acting in mercy and judgement- trimming wicks, seeing to oil supply. Their one purpose / His one concern, their testimony to HIM, making Him visible, and showing up all else in relation to Him. 

Note the association of John 20:19-23, with our gathering around the Lord's Table as the basis for our mission in the world. 

The Medieval Church concentrated attention on the "High Altar"- the gold, light, incense, robes and ritual of the "Miracle of the Mass." By this it was believed Christ was created from the bread and wine, and offered anew for man's salvation. 

The Reformation placed the "Lectern" prominently, so that attention was focussed on a plainer-garbed Minister who proclaimed Christ and His Gospel from the Bible. 

Early "Brethren," reclaimed the simplicity of the New Testament- ordinary people, in an ordinary building, or under a tree, gathered as a family around an ordinary table with everyday Bread and Wine, BUT HIS PRESENCE CLAIMED. Nothing about the table itself to attract attention except as it spoke of HIM. Attention was focussed on no one individual either, but from among the congregation seated around the table a number of men would rise in turn to lead the Congregation in prayer and in ministering the Word of God. So it was His Table, for His family - His Body, His Blood that spoke peace to them all, and sent them all out to witness. 

APPENDIX 2. -  The NICOLAITANS

There are THREE POSSIBILITIES: 

1. A weak tradition says Nicolas of Acts 6:5, taught "The Flesh is  Nothing," meaning "So deprive it." These followers of his produced the corollary "The Flesh is Nothing- so indulging it doesn't matter." Errors DO come in pairs, mirror images of each other. 

2. Nikao= to conquer, Laos= people/laity. Nicolaitans were those who set themselves up as Clergy/ Priests entitled to rule over congregations as the only ones to preach, teach, administer sacraments etc. The God-given NT church pattern, Phil 1:1, was for the Holy Spirit to raise up from among the SAINTS/ Believers, who were all "Priests," with direct access to God, a number of ELDERS/ Presbuteros in each church who were to be OVERSEERS/ Episkopos, plus WORKERS/ Diakonos GIFTED as Evangelists, Pastors, Helps, etc. 

At the time there seemed to be good reasons for the changes - having ONE leader per church avoids disagreements and delays, a hierarchy could maintain orthodoxy. As well as bad reasons - love of position and power. But, the professing "Church, hardened into a "Clerical Empire," in which a POPE/ PATRIARCH, ruling BISHOPS, ruling PRIESTS, ruling the Laity, who were not even allowed to read their Bibles. E.g. (a) In Pre-reformation England, a nobleman was made to stand barefoot on burning coals for teaching his family and servants to say the "Lord's Prayer," in English. (b) The Evangelical Anglicans who formed the C.M.S. at first sent out Lutheran Missionaries, as no Anglican Bishop would authorise any of his clergy to go. (c) In NZ their Godly Rev Matthews, whose well-taught converts for years topped the graduates of the Anglican Maori Ministers College, not having completed a full "Priests" training could not "Administer Communion." His Kaitaia congregations had it only when the bishop came. (d) An Anglican youth dining with Believers in Christchurch 50 years back when the father read the Bible and prayed with his family was shocked at- "An unordained man, daring to offer unauthorised  worship, in an unsanctified building!" Tradition doesn't support this view- But the makers of Tradition were the "Nicolaitans," if it is correct. If these churches represent stages of church History, why are Nicolaitans mentioned only in the early churches? Perhaps it was a non-issue later.

3. The third suggestion is that NICOLAITANS is simply another name for BALAAMITES. In Hebrew Baal= Husband, Owner, Master, Am= people, is similar to Greek Nikao= to conquer, Laos= People, Laity. They do SEEM to be associated in some way, but why should God confuse us with two names if they were one group? 

Suggestion 1, adds nothing to our understanding. 2 and 3 have problems, which may be solved by merging them. Persecution and Seduction had only a limited power over the bulk of the Church. The poor common people had little to lose, or gain. Great Men create positions of prominence and power. Ambitious men then covet them. The Apostles, and gifted helpers like Apollos, bore the brunt of early persecution. Already in 2 Cor 11 ambitious "Super Apostles" seem to have arisen, with different priorities from Paul, AND so available as mouthpieces for Satan. A "Bishop" in the modern sense was the obvious first target for the State that wished to control the Church, whether in the Roman Empire, or Communist Russia. 

If he had "Conquered the People," to gain position and power, the obvious next step was, as Balaam did, to use it in co-operation with the State, to mutual advantage. So, the Nicolaitan deeds- moves to usurp practical headship of the Church from the Lord, became doctrines- a consistent hierarchical system, Apostolic succession, etc resulting in Balaamism- a Bastard Church-State-World/ World-State-Church system, nominally under God, as in the Dark/ Middle Ages, when purchasing high church  office was a sound investment. 

APPENDIX 3 -  The USE to be made of these Messages:

1. We have noted that these letters were directly relevant to the real Churches addressed, and that each of us is challenged and appealed to, and offered blessing from 1:3 onward. 

2. At any time in Church History there are churches whose setting and state is so similar to ONE of these churches that its letter may seem as if the LORD was looking straight at them as He dictated it. What is said to another may be totally irrelevant. Being imprisoned for mishandling $Millions raised by televangelism is a risk in USA, not in Turkey today, so that churches in one country need to listen with Laodicea, the other, with Smyrna. Our natural Optimism/ Pessimism will lead us to identify ourselves with churches unhelpfully. We need to place ourselves in the Lord's hands as we read, so that God the Holy Spirit will say in the quietness of our hearts "This is for you." 

3. A possible outline of Church History has been associated with the sequence of churches listed here. This has lost popularity in recent years- as all ideas do- by the excesses of enthusiasts, and the fickleness of human nature which, chasing novelty, is always eager to toss out the 70% correct for what will prove to be 40% correct. This is from the EMMAUS Bible Study course "REVELATION:" 

EPHESUS- First century, praised, but losing personal love for Lord.

SMYRNA- 1st to 4th Century, suffering persecution from Roman Emperors. 

PERGAMUM- 4th to 5th Centuries, State religion from Constantine on.

THYATIRA- 6th to 15th Centuries, RC & Orthodox churches ruling nations through superstition/ religion- THE AGE OF FAITH/ THE DARK AGES. 

SARDIS- 16th to 17th Century, Post Reformation church slips back into a rut after promising start. 

PHILADELPHIA- 18th and 19th centuries, Evangelical Revivals, Application of Christianity to abolish slavery, improve working conditions, etc, Bible & Missionary Societies/ translations, world wide evangelism. 

LAODICEA- Liberal/ modernism, tolerant, luke-warm, apostate, ecumenical.

As with  ALL teaching we meet we must ask four questions: 

1. WHAT IN FACT IS TAUGHT? Brushing aside hearsay, and hostile reports, I've found no evidence that anyone ever claimed that the main purpose of the chapters was prophecy, or that Ephesian type situations did not occur in Post Revival situations, etc down until today. The main writers I have read, all taught that as Saints in THYATIRA were to hold fast until the Lord came, that type of church, along with SARDIS, PHILADELPHIA, and LAODICEA types would exist side by side until the Second Coming of Christ. 

2. IS IT BASED ON SCRIPTURE? Presumably the ORDER of the churches is deliberate. With the NUMERICAL progression 1, 2.. there is some evidence of a MORAL/ SPIRITUAL progression:

 (a) In No 1, FIRST LOVE forsaken. 

(b) DEEDS in 1 are supported by DOCTRINES in 2. 

(c) PERSECUTION in prospect in 2, present in 3. 

(d) CORRUPTING minorities in 1, 2, 3, are the majority in 4, 5, and the Lord is outside knocking in 7. 

(e) His COMING is mentioned to the last four churches only. 

3. DOES IT FIT THE FACTS OF HISTORY? This progression has moved readers to look for a similar progression in Church History. Even what is clearly prophecy, is often not recognisable until AFTER it has been fulfilled. So it's not surprising that LATE IN CHURCH HISTORY, the "Early Brethren," and others were impressed that there was a more than chance closeness of fit between these chapters and Church History. There still is, so it is a potentially useful hook on which to hang a reasonable CHURCH History. Of course it is attractive only to those whose beliefs it reinforces. 

4. IS IT OF PRACTICAL USE? Any use of Scripture that does not equip and set us working, 2 Tim 3:16-17, is blasphemous folly! Practical effects of this view: 

(a) They AIMED AT being Philadelphia as all should. As a DIRECT result of depending directly on the Lord, AND His Word, as NT churches about 10,000 "Assemblies," now exist on the mission fields of the world. An INDIRECT result- Hudson Taylor, strongly influenced by "Brethren" Mueller, and Groves, set up the CIM, now OMF, organised so that the "BOARD and Missionaries together exercised faith in/ obedience to the Lord and His Word. This set the pattern for "Faith Missions," with their even larger work. Similarly the great work of interdenominational agencies such CSSM/ SU/ ISCF, owes a great deal to "Brethren," such as the Goodmans in UK, Dr Laird in NZ, etc and the "rediscovery," that non-clergy could enter any doors the Lord "Opened," and function there. 

(b) PRIDE- "WE ARE PHILADELPHIA- not big/ successful, but specially pleasing to God," was a temptation. A "Brother" who shared their interpretation but not their delusions of grandeur- warned "When a church calls itself Philadelphia, it proves it is Laodicea." 

(c) Expecting Laodicea to be the next stage became a self-fulfilling prophecy, producing a defeatist attitude. Waning response to Evangelism could be welcomed as a proof of the nearness of the Lord's Coming, rather than of waning enthusiasm calling for repentance. Planning for future effort could seem almost a form of unbelief! (d) Those who believed any revival was no longer possible, automatically saw the "Charismatic Revival," as being Satanic preparation for the deluding miracles of the "Man of Sin," so clashed head on with that movement. [[That God also could use the movement, as at the Lord's FIRST Coming, He used the Messianic Movement, etc was ignored.]] In any case it is humiliating to see others used to save souls when our well-taught Biblicalism "KNOWS" that to be impossible at this stage. 

E. Read, 1.8.91. Revised 1.3.97.
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