An attempt 

        at

                     LISTENING TO THE LORD

                                    in

His LAST MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH

REVELATION  Part II.

Chapters 4 - 22.

These notes make no claim to provide the ANSWERS to our questions about the future. Rather, they are aimed at encouraging Believers, to search God's Word afresh to hear what the Lord has to say to us about the future that will help us live to His Glory right now. Please give full weight to the word "ATTEMPT," with which this booklet begins. There's something incongruous about attempting to preach or write it out- cutting it up into little pieces to fit on hearers' plates in acceptable portions that they won't choke on. We hear what Revelation says best on our knees alone, preferably aided by remembering some occasion of standing in a large congregation, thundering out HIS praises in self-forgetfulness. 

E Read

Explanation of signs:

BOOK/Scroll is KJV/niv.  LXX= the Septuagint Greek version of OT. [RT]= Received Text, [Nes]= Nestle's Text, where they differ. EGR= Ideas supplied by my son, Grant.

Ch. 4-5  HEAVEN OPENED TO OUR VIEW. GOD worshipped as 

CREATOR.  The SLAIN LAMB worshipped as REDEEMER and JUDGE.

Ch. 6-20. THE SLAIN LAMB REDEEMS/ EXECUTES JUDGMENT 

in the WORLD SCENE.

Ch. 21-22 THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM/ GLORIFIED CHURCH. 

And the final challenge of the Grace of God.

INTRODUCTION - The introduction to Part 1 is relevant to these studies.

REVISION.

Chapter 1- JOHN'S VISION OF THE RISEN CHRIST.

Glorious and Holy- white as snow, glowing molten bronze.

Powerful and incisive- two-edged sword.

Ever present ready to act- In their midst/ holding them in His hand.

Ch. 2-3- SAMPLE CHURCHES REVEALED, judged in their LAMP-STAND role.

The HOLY ONE demands holiness.

The ONE WHO DIED FOR US- expects us to die for Him.

The ONE WHO WAS RAISED- promises resurrection life.

The FAITHFUL ONE- enables faithfulness, and rewards it.

The VICTORIOUS ONE- challenges us to overcome, and share rewards.

He WHO LOVED US enough to die for us- calls us back to our first love.

FINALLY 3:19-22 He wants to share with us, Life, and in some sense, His Throne. The wonder of that throne is now revealed to us.

Chapters    FOUR  &  FIVE

THE THRONE ROOM OF HEAVEN **1

(The words are simple and direct, in English as in Greek. There is  a clear break between chapters 3 and 4. So, whether or not chapters 2 and 3 have any sequential time aspect, the matters now dealt with are concerned not with CHURCH responsibilities, but with what comes after they have been completed - the final outworking of sin/rebellion, and God's full and final dealing with it. The process has begun, of course, so there are flashbacks to show the logic of what happens, and the past from which it develops. But the emphasis is on its final form, from Heaven's point of view.))

4:1. OPENED/Standing open- Anoigo- Used frequently in this book which opens to our view and understanding much not previously revealed.

FIRST VOICE/The voice I had first heard. TRUMPET- as 1:10. TALKING/ Speaking- Laleo- Forming words. SAID- Lego- The message given. COME UP- John is called up to Heaven as Moses was called up to Mt Sinai. (John's being in Heaven before the judgments unfold may be a hint of the church being in heaven at that time.) SHOW- Deiknuo- To show, exhibit. THINGS WHICH MUST- Dei- To be necessary, inevitable, ought to happen and will happen. What MUST happen because the situation is what it is, and God is what He is. God is GOD, and can be relied on to deal with the situation in this world by acting consistently with His Holy, Righteous, All Powerful, All Wise, Love. 

BE/Take place HEREAFTER/After this- Literally after these things. The Lord had revealed Himself to John ON EARTH and given him His messages to the Seven Churches about their life and testimony on earth. Through them He speaks to all churches, of all lands and times about their life and witness on earth. He now takes John to Heaven and shows something of it, and God's future interventions

4:2. IMMEDIATELY/At once I WAS IN THE SPIRIT- as 1:10. We are shown first of all, the ONE who by His Nature is responsible for the actions which unfold later in the book. BEHOLD/There before me A THRONE SET IN HEAVEN- Thronos- A Throne occurs 43x in Rev, but only 18x in rest of NT.

ONE SAT ON THE THRONE/Someone sitting on it. The Book of Revelation emphasizes this one aspect of the Being and Functioning of God the Father- that He is the "THRONE-SITTER." THE central, final, eternal authority, unchallenged/ unchallengeable, with no need to act.

ACTION is the Son's Role - and the carrying out of the actions is largely in the hands of angel agents. The THRONE-SITTER's role is to receive the worship of the Hosts of Creation and of the Redeemed, and be unchanged, unresponsive to it - it is simply appropriate that it should be given and received.

THE BEING OF GOD IS BEYOND HUMAN UNDERSTANDING

We read in Ex 24:9-10, that Moses and the elders of Israel, "Saw the God of Israel" with something like a Sapphire pavement, clear as the sky itself under His feet. It is natural, (and childish) for us to be disappointed that God is not DESCRIBED to us there, or here, but only something of His Surroundings.

Quite simply, our human minds are stretched to their limits to BEGIN to understand even a little of those surroundings. It is because they ARE Peripheral that they are at least partly within reach of our comprehension. God Himself lives in Light unapproachable- and is beyond the SEEING/ Understanding of any man, 1 Tim 6:16.

It is easy for us to concentrate our attention on what we understand- thrones, elders and crowns, because they are less important/less different, CREATED things, not the Creator - and to ignore the central mystery. We must not be pre-occupied with them, but use them to point us to, and teach us something of, the Glory of the One who is not described because He is beyond description.

GOD'S ACTIVITY IS BEYOND HUMAN UNDERSTANDING

As we read this description of God on His Throne we may at first be disappointed at His SEEMING inactivity. It may help us to understand this seeming inactivity of the THRONE SITTER if we remember that the efficient, executive control room on earth, is not the one marked by frantic, noisy activity. That He sits at ease on the Throne, speaks of the absolute and unimaginably exalted Being and Sovereignty of God, and also that He may seem to us inactive, because His Being and Functioning is beyond all human understanding- To an onlooker the HEAD/BRAIN in the human body also SEEMS inactive, and not as important as hands, feet, eyes, and mouth whose functions and functioning are obvious.

Footnote **1 God has manifested Himself in Jesus Christ- God in a form that we CAN understand- BUT THE ULTIMATE NATURE OF GOD REMAINS BEYOND OUR UNDERSTANDING! For a start He is INFINITE, and we are FINITE. He exists in at least one dimension-Eternity- that is incomprehensible to us. We may understand a little of His problem in revealing Himself to us in terms that we can understand if we imagine our trying to reveal ourselves to someone living in a two-dimensional world- a dimension less than ours. If we revealed ourselves to him by placing the fingertips of our hand in front of him on his "Flatland" - like a sheet of paper - all that would register would be the surface of the five fingertips- and he might build up his "theology" of us as being five separate beings!  EGR.

EARLIER REVELATIONS OF GOD

The visions of EZEKIEL 1, and 10 closely parallel this vision - the LXX uses the same Greek words there as we find here. The distinctive feature of Ezekiel's vision is the WHEELS, and IRRESISTIBLE LIGHTNING RAPIDITY OF MOVEMENT as it deals with God in action on earth.

In ISAIAH 6 the Living Creatures are called Seraphim- Burning Ones, Not Cherubim as in Ezek 10, and the COALS are off the altar, and cleanse Isaiah's lips, whereas in Ezek 10 they come from among the wheels, and are cast as a judgment on the city.

4:3. HE THAT SAT/The One who sat there WAS LIKE- Homoios- In some ways something like. This word is used in the parables and in Revelation, when something known in the visible, natural world, is taken up to help us understand some feature of the invisible and spiritual world. It gives us a SYMBOL, not a statement. Something to be considered reverently, producing devotional impact, but shattered and defiled if used for controversial argument.

JASPER AND SARDINE/Carnelian- Translucent stones of various colours, fiery red/ yellow/ browns, etc. They polished well, and were highly valued in ancient times. Earthly Jewels REFLECT light beautifully. The Glory of God's Being is described in terms of Jewels RADIATING light.

RAINBOW- Symbolising radiating Glory. Also a reminder of His abiding covenant not to exercise Judgment indiscriminately, Gen 9:8-17. EMERALD- A clear green colour contrasting with, and accentuating, the colours of His appearance. The whole scene symbolises what is infinitely precious, pure, calm. A glory relying on essential character, not activity, or the ornamentation/ ostentatious luxury displayed in earthly throne rooms. The Glory of God is WHO AND WHAT HE IS. What He does is merely the outshining of what He IS. (The clear, blue sky pavement of Ex 24 was a reminder of the heavenly Character of God and His throne not needed here in heaven.)

4:4. ROUND ABOUT/Surrounding THE THRONE, TWENTY FOUR SEATS/Thrones- Seats of power and authority. Cast down the mighty from their SEATS/ THRONES, Lk 1:52. The same word is used of the central throne of God, and these lesser thrones which centre on God's throne and exist in relation to it, and stand in some sense between it and all of Creation - only the four living Creatures being closer to God.

ELDERS- Elderly, experienced, respected leaders. Used in LXX Num 11:16, Deut 27:1 of the Heads/Leaders of Israel's Tribes/ Families. Of the Sanhedrim members , Mt 16:21; 26:47. And of the spiritually mature, experienced, and demonstrably stable-in-faith-and-lifestyle members of a Christian church responsible to lead and guide it. "Elder" is never used of Angelic beings, only of humans who gain that status as they gain maturity from experience. These may represent the 12 Tribes of Israel, + the 12 Apostles, as in 21:12-14? And/ or God's people sharing His throne as promised in 3:21?

SITTING- Presumably because they share the rest/ security of the SITTING ONE. Soon we will see them falling on their faces before Him in joyful, humble worship. In this world it is impossible to be seated, AND prostrated at the same time. But even here on earth our attitude and spirit if seated at the command of one of whom we "stood in awe," would be quite different from when sitting in the presence of someone we despised. Enthroned and Crowned/Prostrate, casting their crowns, symbolise attitudes and relationships which are, or seem to be, equally true SIMULTANEOUSLY ALL THE TIME, in Heaven. CLOTHED/ Dressed IN GARMENTS- Himation- The outer robe worn in NT times.

HEADS- Kephale. As the HEAD with its capacity for observation, reflection, creative thinking, volition, moral judgment, and communication, is the distinctive Godlike glory of man, it is appropriate for it to wear the mark of man's triumph, in Christ. CROWNS- Stephanos- A crown awarded for success at Olympic games etc. or as a mark of public appreciation and honour. Crowns "awarded" NOT theirs by inherent right. A RULER'S CROWN is Diadema. The 24 receive thrones around the throne, BUT not KING'S CROWNS.

GOLD- It seems that the special qualities of Gold- Weight, incorruptibility, durability, striking appearance, relative rarity etc were appreciated and valued then as now. See also 1:12.

4:5. OUT OF/From THE THRONE PROCEEDED/Came forth LIGHTNINGS/Flashes of lightning- Astrape- Lightning, bright shining, Lk 11:36. The verb Astrapo is used of the garments of the two men/ angels at the Tomb, Lk 24:4, and the light in which the Lord appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus, Acts 9:3. FLASHES OF LIGHT- could symbolize the out-shinings of His Glory OR the illuminative effect of His Truth. THUNDERINGS/Peals of thunder- Indications of terrifying tremendous power- expressing His Omnipotence. VOICES/Rumblings- Phone- Voices, sounds. Perhaps not understood words.

SEVEN LAMPS- Lampas- A torch, often rushes soaked in oil or fat. Not the smaller lamp- Luchnos. The greater blaze of a torch, and the fact that it was not easily blown out, made it more suitable for outdoor use. Lampas is used of the LAMPS of the wise and foolish virgins of Mt 25, the TORCHES of those coming to arrest Jesus John 18:3, and the LIGHTS in the upper room of Acts 20:8.

SEVEN SPIRITS **2 OF GOD BEFORE- Enopion- Before the EYES- Ops, facing/ In relation to, the THRONE- The Heavenly reality symbolised by the  seven-branched candlestick before the Holy of Holies. The Holy Spirit's role at present is to REVEAL Christ to us, Jn 16:15. God the Son reveals the Father, making Him visible/ accessible to mankind. God the Holy Spirit reveals the Son, the Revealer, making Him visible/ accessible/ real to each soul. 
 That what is revealed here doesn't fit neatly into the Doctrine of the TRINITY, reminds us that all such theological doctrines are human constructions, based on a few verses. Those verses must be borne in mind, when considering any other Scripture, but the Doctrine based on them must not be imposed on them. We must allow Each Scripture to speak for itself, confessing freely that what may seem contradictory to us may be equally true, as the Being of God, and the Nature of His Works are vast and complex beyond all human understanding. Any human attempt to reconcile contrasting truths such as the Humanity and Deity of Christ, Election/ Freewill, automatically produces Heresy. Any human zeal to defend the Truth of God that goes beyond the words of Scripture soon displays Satanic blindness, bitterness, conscious self righteousness, and rivalry that shows that the Campaigner is not in the presence of God.

4:6. BEFORE THRONE- As in 4:5. What looked like A SEA- Characteristics of the sea are used to symbolise different things - the uncontrollable restlessness of humanity, Rev 13:1, the fact that it separates/ divides people, probably in Rev 21:1, or as here the broad expanse of stable, transparent, beautiful, and incorruptible material. OF GLASS- Window glass did not exist then, but glass, often coloured by impurities in the ingredients, was used for beads, vases, and other ornamental containers. The SEA was viewed as separating countries, and there may be a thought of the throne being set apart here, but there is nothing restless, or impure, Isa 57:20, about THIS sea. LIKE/As clear as CRYSTAL- Krustallos- Crystal, rock quartz? from Kruo= Ice, so anything ice-like in appearance.

IN THE MIDST/Centre- As in Ezekiel. Separate in identity, but inseparable in location, as the Flame of the burning bush. ROUND ABOUT/Around THE THRONE, FOUR BEASTS/Living creatures. FULL OF/Covered with- Gemo- To be full, as a heavily loaded ship. 7x in Rev. 4x elsewhere in NT. FULLNESS is a mark of Heaven. EYES- Total awareness of all that happens around them is indicated.

BEFORE/In front- None of the uses of the word elsewhere in NT suggests anything ON the front part of a person or thing, but always separate from them but in front of them- do these eyes SURROUND the Living creatures, independently of them? BEHIND/In back- Again used only of things separate from whatever they are behind, except of the reverse side of the scroll in 5:1. Eyes in front and behind may suggest awareness of the future/ what is ahead, and the past/ what is behind? Appropriate to a timeless state? (The urge to make some comment on everything may be comparable to Peter's urge to say something at the Transfiguration!)

Footnote **2 Reasons for believing that this symbolises the Holy Spirit: 1. If not, THE HOLY SPIRIT is not mentioned as being in Heaven. 2. 1:4-5 gives greetings from Father, Son, and 7 Spirits. 3. The image comes originally from Zech 4:2-11, 7 lamps on single lamp stand, fed by single bowl of oil- explained by Not by might, or power but by my Spirit says the Lord. 4. The Living Creatures and Elders, worship. The Seven Spirits are, with the Throne-Sitter, and the Lamb, worshipped. 5. The Spirit can be symbolised by SEVEN lamps, because symbols are like that. Equally in Zech 4:10; Rev 5:6, the Spirit is represented as 7 eyes by which God sees all that happens everywhere on earth. Elsewhere in this book the SON is symbolised by the slain lamb, the light of city, a baby, a conqueror on a horse.. 6. SEVEN symbolises perfection and completeness. FLAMES indicate the distinguishing characteristic of God the Holy Spirit - intangible, powerful, illuminating, purifying.

 The LIVING CREATURES, puzzling to us, but instantly recognisable to John and Jews familiar with Ezekiel. The Heathen world also would expect such "Super Beasts," to be guarding the Throne, as pictured in Assyrian palaces, etc. Such Creatures, impressive and terrifying in themselves, served to separate the enthroned One from the ordinary world, concentrate attention on His "Otherness," and display something of His power and authority. Apparently they appreciate Him for what He is in Himself whereas the elders may have to learn of Him through Creation. 

God revealed Himself in ways which people of those times could understand, and the heathen as well as Jews had stories about such creatures. Part of the message may be "Whatever creatures you've heard of, real or imaginary, physical or spiritual, they're only servants of God, although some (Principalities and Powers, Eph 6:12) may be staging temporarily successful rebellion."

Modern man's capacity for wonder has been seriously eroded by S.F. films, Rock concerts, etc which stimulate senses almost to their limits. Modern man may have seen in technicolour almost everything he can imagine. These revelations were made to people who had never heard an amplified voice, seen a controlled light in darkness, a moving image, a brilliant cut jewel, or anything but a bird flying - and heard only rumours of the splendour of Imperial Rome. IF the book of "Revelation" seems quaint, and somewhat bizarre to us, perhaps, we can be sure that WE WILL BE JUST AS OVERWHELMED WITH THE REALITY OF HEAVEN WHEN IT COMES, as John was then.  EGR

4:7. FIRST- in importance, or order? BEAST/Living creature LIKE- Homoios. In some way like. LION- Majestic, aggressive, top predator. Self-motivated power, independent of the will of others, not edible, or trainable for work.

SECOND BEAST/Living creature CALF/Ox- Moschos- May mean anything young, offspring of plant, animal, or man, tender, delicate. Used elsewhere in NT only of the fatted calf, Lk 15:23-30, sacrificial calves, Heb 9:12, 19. So representative of the living, juvenile, non-aggressive herbivore. LXX always for calf, bullock, heifer. If as seems unlikely, a BULL is meant- Majesty and defensive power, that can at times be used for productive purposes - eg plowing.

THIRD BEAST/Living Creature HAD A FACE AS A MAN- Only the FACE manlike? The human face apart from its flexibility of expression is unique in featuring a mouth capable of expressing complex feelings and rational thoughts - The Majesty of the power of mind and heart, and its expression/ communication to other minds and hearts. FOURTH BEAST/Living Creature EAGLE- The Majesty of swift power that goes where it wills, there being no obstructions in its sphere.

As Kings of their kind- Carnivore, Herbivore, Man, Bird, they sum up the variety of Living things, and symbolise the relationship of Created Life to the Creator, and perhaps in some sense mediate/ represent to us what God is and how He acts in ruling.

An odd thought- The 4 BEASTS, Ezek 1:5-14; 10:20-21, are described as EACH having the four faces. Perhaps being stationary here one face only of each was visible from John's viewpoint, and each was presenting the same face to the throne - the Man face? OR the purpose of the revelation may determine its nature- Ezekiel's being in motion may have needed a face in each direction so as to always travel face-forward. FOUR is seen as an appropriate number to SURROUND the throne - four groups of tents surrounded the Tabernacle, Num 2.

4:8. FOUR BEASTS/Living creatures HAVING EACH SIX WINGS- Wings can symbolise speed of flight, Rev. 12:14; 9:9; protection, Under her wings, Mt 23:37; Lk 13:34, protection from exposure, Isa 6:2, and possibly in the case of the Cherubim in Ex 25:20, and Ezek Ch. 1 & 10. The same thought is in Ruth Under whose WINGS you have come to trust and Spread your SKIRT Hebrew - WINGS) over me. (Were WINGS not a distinguishing feature of the Eagle? Or something different is symbolised by wings in this setting? Readiness for instant response is one feature of hovering flight, but these Living Creatures were not going anywhere? Veiling themselves as in Isa 6:2 may be the only thing symbolised.)

FULL OF/Covered with EYES WITHIN/all round- NIV presumably justifies "all round" from 1:6. Other translations are "Under the wings," etc. WE can't imagine eyes within any creature, but it may be intended to suggest total self-awareness. I believe it's more likely/ appropriate that WITHIN= Facing inward towards the throne - suggests total awareness of God, and His throne rule/ will. The Greek word for WITHIN is used regularly of the contrast between the external uncleanness which greatly concerned the Pharisees, and the uncleanness WITHIN mankind which concerned the Lord, Mt 23:25-28; Mk 7:21, 23. etc.

REST NOT/Never stop- LXX uses for Sabbath rest. DAY OR NIGHT- Means simply that it's their unending/ ceaseless action. That in a different sense there is no NIGHT there, 21:25; 22:5, and presumably no DAY in Hell, in spite of 20:10, is irrelevant. Any and all symbols/ likenesses that reveal something of Heaven and Hell, are likely to hold elements that don't make sense together.

SAYING- Lego conveying a Logos- message. HOLY! HOLY! HOLY!- THE awareness of these created beings was of the essential nature of God Himself- THE fact in all the Universe, THE FACT in all its facts. Unceasing proclamation produces a response of unceasing worship and praise. The threefold repetition as in Isaiah 6:3 does not make the expression "The THRICE HOLY God," adequate. Only the fourfold, united, endless proclamation of the holiness of God, is adequate to indicate the Infinite Holiness of His Being.

LORD- Kurios- Used in Mt 3:3 etc to translate Jehovah/ Yaweh of the OT, and generally in LXX for both Jehovah/ LORD, and Adonai/ Lord. GOD- Theos- God. Used in NT and LXX for Elohim, and El.

ALMIGHTY- Pantokrator- Almighty. Pas= all, Krateo= to hold, have strength. Linked with Kra= to perfect, complete. So, Strength/ power manifested in bringing any task to completion and perfection. As Pantokrator, God is the One who leaves nothing imperfect or incomplete. LXX uses for Shaddai, Gen 17:1 I am the ALMIGHTY God, walk before me and be perfect, etc. and also for LORD OF HOSTS/ Tsaba, as in Jer 5:14 etc. WHICH WAS, and IS, and IS TO COME- As in 1:8.

4:9-10. WHEN/Whenever THOSE BEASTS/Living creatures GIVE GLORY- Glorify, by proclaiming His rightful Glory. HONOUR- Honour Him by proclaiming the worthiness that is His. THANKS- Eucharistia- To give thanks, express appreciation. Expressing appreciation of Who and what He is. HIM THAT SAT/Who sits ON THE THRONE WHO LIVETH/ Lives FOR EVER AND EVER.
TWENTY FOUR ELDERS FALL DOWN BEFORE- Enopion- Before the eyes of. HIM THAT SAT/Who sits ON THE THRONE AND WORSHIP- Proskuneo- To Kiss towards (Pros- towards Kuneo- to kiss.) The normal word for worship in Greek. The LXX uses it for the Hebrew Shachath- to BOW DOWN in worship or submission. Ancient portrayals of worship include some kneeling on one knee and blowing/ waving a kiss towards the Deity, (Job denies doing this to the Sun or Moon, Job 31:26-7) as well as the more common prostration.

The literal meanings of the two words have an interesting difference. Schachath, could be used for mere servile cringing before a Pharaoh or Nebuchadnezzar etc OR the threatening Deities they represented. That GOD was worthy of LOVE, and was to be loved was taught in the OT. But the NT revelation of God as a FATHER to be loved and worshipped is better represented with the Greek Word, which indicated admiration, and affection, as well as awe.

CAST/Lay- Ballo- To throw, or hurl. Suggests an enthusiastic self-abandonment. There was no reluctance to part with the mark of their triumph, nor any consideration of it as valuable in itself, or valued as a personal possession, except as a potential tribute to the utterly Worthy One. He was the source of their being as Creator, and so all they had achieved was an outworking in fellowship with Him, of what He had created. As noted earlier, the proclamation of the Holiness of God, the enjoyment of the dignity of crowned enthronement, and this joyous abandonment of worship, all symbolise an attitude and a relationship that continues simultaneously, without ceasing.

4:11. THOU ART WORTHY O LORD- [RT] /You are worthy our Lord and God- [Nes.] TO RECEIVE- As He IS IN HIMSELF, Eternally, and infinitely the perfection of these things, how can He be said to RECEIVE them, or be WORTHY TO RECEIVE them? Presumably, worthy to receive the ACKNOWLEDGEMENT by His Creatures, that He as Creator POSSESSED IN HIS BEING these qualities, had exercised them in Creation, and that Creation displayed them. To create beings able to perceive His worthiness, is a triumph. Being permitted to WORSHIP/ PROCLAIM His WORTHINESS is an honour to His Creatures, and it ennobles us.

GLORY- The visible manifestation of worthiness. HONOUR- The voiced proclamation of worthiness. POWER- Dunamos- Ability power. Confessing His manifested Ability.

CREATED- Ktizo- To create, used only in NT for God's Creating, in LXX for Bara. In Greek it meant to found a city, colony, etc. ALL THINGS- The totality of the Universe, as in Col 1:16-17.

FOR- Dia- Lit on account of. Ie In ORDER TO bring Him pleasure. PLEASURE- Thelema- What is willed, desired. God's WILL, of course, corresponds perfectly with His Being, with none of the uncertainties, conflicting interests, inadequate understanding, and perverseness that mars what we as fallen creatures desire/ will. ARE AND WERE CREATED/Were created and have their being.

EGR suggested that Three responses to the revelation of God are possible:

1. To want to IMITATE GOD- sit on a throne, be the centre of attention, be obeyed, (Or even worshipped, as Caesars were when this was written.) Kings, Dictators, Businessmen, Teachers, Fathers, Infants and Adolescents etc all attempt something of this. Antichrist will achieve it to a greater degree than any caesar. This was the bait offered to Adam and Eve. We ARE to be "God-like," but the "God-form" we're called to imitate is Jesus the loving servant of all.

2. RUN AWAY- Silly men may set themselves, their actions, and their words against the little they know of God. But when Men become aware of the ONE sitting on the throne, and the Lamb, as in 6:15-17, they flee in terror seeking somewhere to hide. But running away is pointless - Jonah tried it. There is in fact nowhere to hide. "The eyes of the Lord are in EVERY place," Prov 15:3. "ALL things are naked/ open to Him," Heb 4:12-13. All Believers must appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ 2 Cor 5:10. All Unbelievers in 20:11, where all possible shelter is removed.

3. TO FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM- unconscious or in worship, as the Elders do here; Isaiah did in Is 6; and Ezekiel did before the APPEARANCE of the LIKENESS of the Glory of God, Ezek 1:28. Saul did so on the Damascus Road, and John in 1:17. EGR

As it is silly for the Godless to ignore or defy God, it is silly for Christians to imagine they can negotiate with Him about the terms on which they will fellowship, etc. In the Middle Ages Christians tended to view God as the distant "Emperor/ Overlord," to whom one paid outward tribute, but ignored as far as possible.

Until recently the Business world provided many Christians with their preferred model. When working for Him, He is "The Boss," but their private life is regarded as their own affair.

The modern preferred image is that of relating to God/Jesus as "Friends" who co-operate to mutual advantage, and who respect, and make allowances for each other's preferences.

In no sense are we any of these things. We are NOT EQUAL PARTNERS who meet God in prayer, Bible reading etc. and work out a way of getting on together. GOD IS NOT THE BOSS who controls our working hours, but outside that we're entitled to live our private lives as we choose. GOD IS NOT OUR OVERLORD to whom we pay tribute, but have then no further responsibilities. To fall down and confess Him as Lord IS A GOOD BEGINNING. It establishes things on a right basis, HAVE WE REALLY EVER DONE THIS - not necessarily literally - the 24 elders were always sitting, yet always falling down. HAVE WE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT GOD IS ABSOLUTELY ABOVE AND BEYOND... HAS EVERY RIGHT TO RULE. Fighting God, and Running away from Him are OUT, when we realise Who He is, but falling at His feet is only the beginning, we are not to stop there.

We need to STAND UP BOLDLY and be GIVEN/ Receive Strength to SET OUT TO DO HIS WILL. In Heb 4:12-16 the terrifying vision of the all-seeing God is given to urge us to draw near to the THRONE of grace, with confidence. The most amazing thing-with Jesus as our High Priest, with the Holy Spirit in us, we can stand up and boldly approach the throne. And there is more to it - WHY DOES GOD SHOW HIS GLORY TO MEN? He revealed His Glory to:

Moses at the Burning Bush - in order to send him to Pharaoh, Ex 3. And at Sinai- to give him the LAW to pass on, Ex 20.

Isaiah- To commission him "GO, say to this people..." Isa 6:9.

And so with Ezekiel, Ezek 2:1-3, 3-24, the Apostles, Jn 15:16, 27; and Paul, Acts 9:6, 15-16. John, Rev 1:10-19, couldn't GO, but the Spirit enabled him to STAND UP in God's presence, and WRITE.

We GO in order to proclaim God's invitation to COME. This Book ends with the Church/ Bride echoing the Spirit's call to COME! We are not called to a life of mystical contemplation, forever in the throne room. Whatever understanding of God that we may have is to be shared with those who NEED TO KNOW.

Chapter  5

THE SLAIN LAMB WORSHIPPED AS REDEEMER

(In Ch. 4 we saw God sitting on His throne-Indescribable except in terms of jewel-like radiance - central to the life, functioning and worship of all Creation, seemingly inactive. Surrounded by 4 CREATURES, totally aware of/ proclaiming His HOLINESS. And 24 ELDERS created with Kingly dignity, yet treating its symbols as of value only to continually proclaim the Creator's worthiness. This sums up the revelation of Himself in Creation, Rom 1:19-20.

In Ch. 5. We see God going BEYOND Creation - which had been marred by sin and rebellion - revealing Himself and His purposes, in Christ the Lamb of God, in REDEMPTION/ JUDGMENT - they are inseparable. John, in his Gospel has already revealed the wonder of all wonders -That the One Sitting on the throne, in remote, unknowable glory, 1 Tim 6:16, LOVES US, and reached out to us in REDEMPTION, Jn 3:16; 14:23; 16:27.  The Eternal Word was made flesh for us, as the "Lamb of God to take away the sin of the World," Jn 1:14, 17, 29. Now we see that SLAIN LAMB, by virtue of that Redeeming Death, taking up the responsibility of JUDGMENT on those refusing redemption. )

5:1. IN- Epi- upon. Held on the open hand, offering it freely. THE RIGHT HAND- The hand of Holiness and Executive Power. SITTING- Secure in authority, ready to act by decree.

BOOK/Scroll- Biblion- A small scroll or book. From Biblos= pith of papyrus, the paper, and scrolls made from it. (Eng.)- BIBLE.

WRITTEN- So permanent record. Literally HAVING BEEN WRITTEN. ON BOTH SIDES- Filled with writing as God's further purposes are totally complete and final. HE knows the end from the beginning, no unknown situation or factor can arise and cause any need for alteration or addition. So were the Tablets of Stone, Ex 31:18.

SEALED- So final, authorised for action, but kept secure and secret until the person with the right to break the seals chooses to do so, and act on what is written. SEVEN SEALS- Totally and perfectly sealed. Seven seals covered the whole length of a scroll in such a way that no portion could be lifted and any part read, or altered, without breaking the seal. The OUTER surface could be read, but the rest only guessed at.

5:2. STRONG/Mighty- Ischuros, Strong, mighty. Powerful and able to use that power effectively. There comes One MIGHTIER than I, Mt 3:11. No man can enter a STRONG man's house unless... Mt 12:29.

PROCLAIMING- Kerusso- To be a herald, to proclaim. Such a herald states the will of his Master- Good news or bad, accept it or rebel, the facts are not arguable.  We Christians are also given such an unalterable, factual message/ Kerugma to PROCLAIM- Kerusso, faithfully, 2 Tim 4:7. By the grace of God that message is also GOOD NEWS - we are to Evangelise - spread GOOD NEWS and seek to persuade men to accept it.

WHO IS WORTHY?- The challenge is thrown out to the Universe. The word is used in The workman is WORTHY of his keep, Mt 10:10. Bring forth fruits WORTHY of repentance, Lk 3:8. I am no longer WORTHY to be called your son, Lk 15:19.

TO OPEN THE BOOK/Scroll, AND TO LOOSE/break THE SEALS- I.e. To reveal the purposes of God, and carry them out effectively.

5:3-4. AND/But NO MAN/One- Not specifically human. IN HEAVEN, ON EARTH.. WAS ABLE- Dunamis- Ability, power. An emphatic way of saying that no being in existence had of right the ability/ power to set in operation the process of revealing and bringing into action the purposes of God for the world. (It seems that the Son EARNED this right by volunteering to come in Human Form, Heb 10:7, and equipping/ perfecting Himself for this role by what He suffered, Heb 2:10-18.)

NEITHER TO LOOK THEREON/Or even look inside it- Blepo- To see, discern, to perceive, to study and grasp the significance.

I WEPT MUCH/Wept and wept- A loud expression of grief. Presumably not merely at his curiosity not being satisfied, but as God's slave, grieved at the frustration of the purposes of his Master. Nothing in the universe is, or is done without a purpose, Col 1:16, and such a proclamation without a response IS a frustration.

5:5. ELDERS- as in 4:4. WEEP NOT/Do not weep, SEE THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH- The LION of THE LION TRIBE, Gen 49:9. Lions, then, as now, were viewed as majestic, strong, and royal - the most fearless and powerful attacking animal. Elephants are obviously stronger, but don't make their living out of attacking and conquering.

ROOT- The Lord Jesus has a twofold relationship with King David. He was the root - source, from whom David, who typified something of His Victorious, Delivering, Kingliness, sprang. He is also the OFFSPRING of David, Rev 22:16, being in His humanity descended from David through Mary His Mother. As such He fulfils the promises made to David of a descendant who would reign forever as King over God's people, 2 Sam 7:11-16; Is 9:6-7; 11:1.

PREVAILED/Triumphed- Nikao- To overcome, conquer, as in 6:2, etc. Not a routine matter at all. It involved battle, exposure to danger, and victory on the Lord's part - Bethlehem, The Wilderness temptation, Galilee, Gethsemane, the Cross, and the Resurrection - the whole process whereby the Lion of Judah became the triumphantly sacrificial Slain Lamb, as recorded in the Gospels, Heb 2, etc.

5:6. THEN I SAW- Understood and grasped visually. STOOD/Standing- The word suggests formal and appropriate placement. IN THE MIDST/Centre OF THE THRONE- Central to/ at the heart of the throne-seated Sovereign Deity. AND OF/Encircled by THE FOUR BEASTS/Living creatures- Central to the adoration and worship of the varied, unfallen, creation as summed up in the four representative Created Beings. AND IN THE MIDST OF THE ELDERS- Central to the representatives of Redeemed, crowned humanity.

A LAMB- Arnion- Literally a YOUNG lamb. Emphasizing His willed, unresisting meekness in His first coming, surrendering Himself to death for our Salvation. Arnion is used of young converts feed my LAMBS, Jn 21:15. In LXX and NT Amnos is used always for LAMBS offered as sacrifices, eg John 1:29 "Behold the LAMB- Amnos of God who takes away the sin of the world." W E Vine suggests that Arnion is used instead of Amnos as the sacrifice is completed and He is now the triumphant Lamb, having triumphed in weakness. AS IT HAD BEEN SLAIN- LXX uses the word for the killing of the Passover Lamb, and the sacrifices in the Tabernacle or Temple.

Such "Substitutionary Death," seems strange to modern minds. We prefer to ignore the fact that plants and animals die every day to keep us alive. The idea of an animal dying in place of a person was well understood in Ancient times. eg an inscription from the Carthage Tophet- "Blood for blood, A life for a life, A lamb instead of a child," The jar contains the charred bones of a lamb - not, as usually, an infant.

The Bible makes it clear that as well as fouling up our lives, our SIN cuts us off from God, so that we cannot live in fellowship with Him to His Glory, and our joy. It also brings Judgment.

In the OT this was acknowledged and dealt with by the sacrifice of a Lamb or other animal which died in the place of the offerer. Three consequences of sin were dealt with by such substitutionary death.

a. SIN IS SHAMEFUL- Gen 3. The Shame and nakedness of Adam and Eve consequent on Sin, God covered with skins, of animals killed. Too, our lives should be given wholly to God- to our shame we never manage that, so animals were sacrificed as WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS.

b. SIN SEPARATES US FROM GOD- Sinful man can approach God in attempted fellowship and worship as Abel did - by offering a lamb. Fellowship with God could be enjoyed by offering a PEACE/ FELLOWSHIP OFFERING, and eating the roast flesh as a family in God's presence.

c. SIN BRINGS JUDGMENT, PUNISHMENT- When God's Judgment fell on Egypt, It was the blood of the Passover Lamb splashed around the door of the house that preserved obedient Israelites from sharing that Judgment, Ex 12. The SIN OFFERING described in Leviticus, especially that on the Day of Atonement, is also relevant.

Leviticus 17:11 states plainly that the Life-Blood of animals was to be used for one purpose only- "To make atonement for yourselves."

Of course they were only ANIMALS, not adequate substitutes, AND their sacrifice wasn't VOLUNTARY. The OT word for ATONEMENT is in fact to COVER. Such sacrifices had to be repeated endlessly because they couldn't TAKE SIN AWAY, Heb 10:4. But, like postdated cheques, the sacrifice COVERED the debt until Christ THE LAMB OF GOD died to take away the sin of the world, and so honoured those cheques.

Hence the excitement of John Baptist as he shouted in triumph "LOOK! THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD!" Jn 1:29.

That does not mean that EVERYTHING IS NOW ALL RIGHT FOR EVERYBODY - SUBSTITUTION IS EFFECTIVE ONLY WHEN COUPLED WITH IDENTIFICATION. The Sinner had to lay his hand on the animal's head before it was killed, Lev 1:4. When the Passover Lamb was killed in Egypt, each family had to apply the blood around its door in order to be safe.

So, when the Lamb of God died to take away the sin of the world, only those who identify themselves with His Sacrificial death by coming to Him, AS SINNERS, to claim Him as Saviour, benefit.

Christ's ATONING DEATH ASSURES ETERNAL LIFE to all who IDENTIFY THEMSELVES WITH HIM- believe on Him, receive Him, take Him as Saviour.

EQUALLY IT ASSURES ETERNAL DEATH TO ALL WHO FAIL TO DO SO- The Lord in Jn 15:22-25 says that His words and works left men without any excuse because having seen what God was like, they HATED HIM. Heb 10:26-31 solemnly warns that to know the truth about Christ crucified and to ignore Him, is to trample the Son of God under foot, and treat His atoning blood like dirt. Judgment must follow.

5:6. HORNS- Horned animals meet their attackers or rivals with their horns, their strongest point, the point of impact between their strength and the enemy. So horns symbolise strength and power, aggressive and defensive, as in Dan 7:8; Ps 18:2; Lk 1:69. SEVEN HORNS- PERFECT POWER, But the LION/ LAMB of God isn't a PREDATOR!

SEVEN EYES- Perfection of insight into all things, understanding, And perfection of/ ability to deal with what He saw, marks the Lamb. Omniscience and Omnipotence linked. The Lamb is perfectly aware of all that happens in all the earth - He works in it by the Holy Spirit.

SEVEN SPIRITS- As in 4:5. The perfect, all-sufficient working of God the Holy Spirit involved in the functioning of the Lamb of God. Just as it was by the eternal Spirit that His perfect sacrifice was made, Heb 9:14, so it was by the Spirit He rose from the Dead, and His witness is maintained on earth in His absence, Acts 1:8.

SENT FORTH/Out- Apostello- To act on behalf of the sender. INTO- Eis. ALL THE EARTH- Ge- The physical world, as in GEography. This suggests that God is concerned with the whole world scene, not merely the Inhabited earth- Oikoumene, and the ordered World of human society- Kosmos.

5:7-8. CAME AND TOOK THE BOOK/Scroll- Literally Has come and has taken the scroll. AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE BOOK/It, THE FOUR BEASTS/Living Creatures AND the FOUR AND TWENTY ELDERS FELL DOWN BEFORE THE LAMB. HAVING EVERY ONE OF THEM/Each one had HARPS/a harp- Kithara. English- Guitar. A ten stringed instrument for accompanying singing.

GOLDEN VIALS/Bowls- Phiale- English)- Phial. A container that can be emptied rapidly. FULL- Gemo- Full, heavily laden. Used most commonly for a LOADED ship. ODOURS- Thumiama- Fragrant stuff for burning as incense. from Thuo= To offer as sacrifice. LXX uses it for Qetoreth- Incense. Redeemed sinners provide the prayers/ praises that are as acceptable in Heaven as was the INCENSE offered to God in Tabernacle or Temple. 

PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS- Hagios- Separated ones. In Greek usage, separated/ dedicated to a god. So Christians set apart FROM sin TO God, as 1 Th 1:9-10 Turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, to live in anticipation of the coming of His Son from Heaven." Extracting a little incense from the bulky raw material was painstaking work, leaving a vast bulk of unwanted, useless material. So is extracting prayer/ praise from the raw material of our daily experience. It's part of our job. The material in its raw state gave some indication of its potential, but only by the effort of the person extracting the incense is it brought into a form appropriate for use.

Heaven provides the container and the setting. Saved sinners provide the incense. The modern song words "The only thing there that was made by man, are the scars on the hands of Jesus," aren't quite true- By grace our response of prayer/ praise is there too!

5:9. SUNG/Sang A NEW SONG- The delight and relief of a great deliverance is naturally expressed in SONG. A NEW- Kainos- New and different SONG of Praise to God for a new realisation of His goodness. Ex 15 "The Song of Moses" after the Destruction of Egyptian army in Red Sea. Judges 5 "The Song of Deborah" after the defeat of Sisera. Redemption, a new work of God, receives a new response of worship and praise- without interrupting the proclaiming of His Holiness, 4:8.

In this life, time is linear - things come one after the other in a rigid sequence, so that it's impossible for us to see what is happening as a living whole. It's a little like the single frames in an animated cartoon, or the dissected and displayed life systems of what had been a living creature. Linear time sets us free to use our limited abilities to deal with things one at a time.

There seems no such limitation in Heaven - rather a continuous, not time sequential, complex, multifaceted awareness of the Being of God, and response to it. The attitude/ response to the revealed Glory of God is such that it's symbolised by being seated crowned/ prostrate laying crowns before Him, singing His praises playing an accompaniment, pouring out bowls of incense/ prayers/ praise, serving God as Kings/ Priests, and reigning on earth - ALL SIMULTANEOUSLY.

SAYING- Lego- Conveying this message- logos. THOU ART/You are WORTHY TO TAKE THE BOOK/Scroll, AND TO OPEN THE SEALS THEREOF FOR/because THOU WAST/you were SLAIN- As noted earlier the "WORTHINESS," is concerned with the Son's taking up and carrying out of God's eternal purposes of Grace and Judgment, and putting right everything wrong in the Universe, by means of His Cross, Col 1:20. We see in this chapter the riches of His Glory, triumphing in the objects of His mercy. In Chapters 6-20 the emphasis shifts to His dealing in Judgment with those who until then He had endured with patience- Vessels fitted unto destruction, by their refusal of Grace, Rom 9:21-24.

REDEEMED/Purchased- Agorazo- To frequent the marketplace, buying and selling there. So BOUGHT PUBLICLY, against any possible competition, openly and fairly. He bid the highest possible price - His precious blood, 1 Pet 1:19. Our acceptance of redemption initially commits us to learning to live redeemed lives in an ever-increasing measure. He won and wins against the open competition of the World, the Flesh, and the Devil. The word has no specific reference to the PURPOSE of His buying us-that comes later in the verse - simply the thought that honestly and openly He paid the price/ met the requirements that enabled Him to set us free to belong to God. 

US/People TO GOD- The ONE TRUE GOD revealed in the Word of God. Used in LXX for both Elohim, and Jehovah/ Yaweh. It is easy for us to assume that knowing God, as Believers, we know Who and What God is. This is true in principle, but our whole life would be enriched, enlivened, and blessed by our taking the time to study the attributes/ aspects of God's Being that determine all His dealings with us and others, and to note that in the NT many of these are shown to refer to The Father, the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.

BLOOD- Used here in the double sense of Life blood poured out in DEATH; and SACRIFICIAL/ SUBSTITUTIONARY/ ATONING BLOOD - as noted earlier with reference to the SLAIN LAMB. The REALITY symbolised in the OT is made available in Christ, Who Himself bore our sins In His own body on the cross, 1 Pet 2:24; He the Holy One being Made sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him, 2 Cor 5:21. It becomes effective for all who in terms of John 1:12; 3:16, etc. identify themselves with that sacrificial death.

OUT OF EVERY KINDRED/Tribe, TONGUE/Language PEOPLE AND NATION- The universality of the provision made, and the purpose of God in offering Salvation is made as clear as is possible. Salvation is for everyone, everywhere, everywhen, who will accept it/ Him, and it is the responsibility of every Christian to do all they can to make sure that they are all aware of the offer, Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Rom 10:14-15.

10. AND HAS/You have MADE- Poieo- To do, make. LXX uses for Let us MAKE man in our image, Gen 1:26, and for the making of animals, the placing of the Sun, and Moon in the expanse of heaven, etc. US [RT] /Them [Nes]- Scribes who copied out Manuscripts seem to have been unsure in many places whether to INCLUDE themselves by writing "We/ us/ our," or NOT by writing "They/ them." Generally as here it makes no difference "WE," are the "THEM" that are written about. KINGS- Basileus [RT] a kingdom- Basileia [Nes] Which? The older Manuscripts have KINGDOM- In relation TO GOD we are indeed A KINGDOM, and He is our KING. The position and freedom of action of KINGS in relation to this world is not ours yet. It seems likely that KINGS replaced KINGDOM along with the idea that the CHURCH in this age should rule over the world. Church History shows how easily even the Godly, enlightened, and sacrificial servants fell into the trap of taking the role of RULING KING, Lording it over God's heritage, 1 Pet 5:3, instead of Christ-style SERVANT KINGS, Lk 22:24-27. Sadly, any degree in which "Woman's Lib" has discouraged arbitrary and wilful KINGSHIP in home and church, has been offset by the strengthening of QUEENSHIP in both spheres. Looking at my own conscience I can readily see how naturally scribes would read "KINGDOM," and yet write "KINGS," and go on to act as self-willed, self-serving rulers of their own life or that of others.

AND PRIESTS- In our measure, bridging the gap between men and God, pointing men to Christ as the one offering for sin, interceding for others, offering thanksgiving, praise, and worship, and above all relating to the One and Only Great High Priest, and bringing others into relationship with Him. UNTO/to Serve OUR GOD- So important a statement, so easily taken for granted/ ignored. ALL that is ours in Christ, now and eternally, is essentially IN RELATION TO GOD HIMSELF, yet we so easily view everything from the point of view of man the independent rebel "MY peace of mind, MY comfort, MY sense of fulfilment, MY work for God, MY reward for it. MY relationships with others, and what I get out of them." Such separating of God's Gifts to me, from God's giving of Himself to me in/ with them, frustrates His loving purpose, and perverts blessings into barriers, and potential idols.

SHALL REIGN- Basileuo- To reign as Kings. We shall indeed function as Kings, under God, in fellowship with God, and on His behalf in relation to Creation. Ps 8:4-6; Heb 2:6-11, shows this to be God's purpose for Humanity, in Christ. In the same way it is His will that we should function as Priests. BUT by stating FIRST that He has made us a KINGDOM, He avoids any excuse for His servants to think of themselves as the kind of KINGS who have some independent authority and right to do what they like and enforce their will on others. It is solely on the basis of our relationship with God, we are to REIGN AS KINGS- Basileuo with Christ in our personal life now, Rom 5:17, and are challenged to be Overcomers now who will share their Lord's throne then, Rev 3:21.

ON- Epi- Upon, on, over. THE EARTH- Ge- The earth/ world as a whole. This may include our responsibilities towards the whole natural order of Creation stated as God's will for us, Gen 1:26, and the repair of the disastrous effects of man's rebelling, Rom 8:18-23.

 Daydreaming about our future role in this is a waste of time. We have work to do instead, Acts 1:8. By doing THAT work we will be preparing ourselves for any further tasks. God's will is that here and now sin - independent self-will - should no longer rule our lives, but that we should make positive use of Grace, Rom 6:14. It doesn't "JUST HAPPEN" to some lucky people, and it isn't competitive.

God's people are prepared for works of service as they share together what God has given them. Not blown about here or there, but committing themselves to a body in which they speak the truth to each other in love. And so IN ALL THINGS GROW UP TOGETHER INTO CHRIST THE HEAD, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by EVERY supporting ligament - let's not let go of each other, that hurts and cripples - grows and builds itself up in love AS EACH PART DOES ITS WORK, Eph 4:15-16. Let's commit ourselves to that.

5:11-12. AND I BEHELD/Looked AND I HEARD THE VOICE OF MANY ANGELS- Responding to this work of Divine Grace, 1 Pet 1:12; Eph 1:5-6; 3:10. ROUND/Encircled THE THRONE AND THE BEAST/Living creatures, AND THE ELDERS; AND THE NUMBER OF THEM/ Numbering- Arithmos. TEN THOUSAND- Murias- A myriad, or specifically 10,000. So Myriads of Myriads, or 100,000,000. A vast number beyond the possibility of actual human counting.

SAYING/They sang- Lego- expressing the thought/message-Logos, "WORTHY IS THE LAMB THAT/Who WAS SLAIN." TO RECEIVE- See 4:11. To the worthiness displayed in Creation is added that displayed in Redemption. POWER- Dunamis- Ability power. WEALTH/Riches- Gained by that power. WISDOM- Sophia- Wisdom. Insight into the true nature of things. LXX uses for the Hebrew word Chokmah- Wisdom, ability to make right decisions, skill in making appropriate use of materials, Ex 28:3. The fear of the Lord is the Beginning/ Foundation of WISDOM, Prov 1:7. In NT Phronosis- Wisdom, understanding, the right use of Phren- mind covers the practical use of Wisdom.

STRENGTH- Ischus- Ability, strength, power used effectively. HONOUR- What is due to a parent, ruler, honourable person, or to God. GLORY- Doxa- from Dokeo= to seem- Honour/ reputation resulting from what someone is SEEN to have done. The visible and obvious worthiness of the Lord displayed by His gracious, wise, and powerful actions. BLESSING/Praise- Eulogia- Good speaking, praise. The expression of appreciation and praise appropriate to what He has been seen to have done, and to be in Himself, because He chose to so act. LXX uses Eulogia for Berekah- Blessing, linked with the word for knee - Blessings RECEIVED appropriately on our knees, and Praise returned to God for His blessings, also made appropriately on our knees.

The triumphant worthiness of the Lord hasn't always been obvious. His action in making Creatures free to choose to rebel, and their doing so, SEEMED a failure, a defeat by the hostile "Principalities and Powers." His action in remedying that rebellion, by laying aside the EXERCISE of His Deity, and taking up humanity at Bethlehem, and submitting to Death, on the Cross, Phil 2:8, SEEMED to all mankind utter defeat. Yet in the Cross He triumphed over the "Principalities and Powers," Col 2:15, and in the Church, the manifold wisdom of God is made manifest to them, Eph 3:10.

In His life on earth Christ, as Son of Man, demonstrated that it was possible for man to live here as God intended him to, and earned the right to Judge mankind for their failure to do so, Jn 5:22,27.

By His Atoning death He made that life in the IMAGE OF GOD available to all who asked for it, Jn 3:16; 15:9-11, and earned the right to Judge the World in righteousness, Acts 17:31, for refusing the Gift of that life, Heb 10:26-31.

Before He commences that Judgment, the Hosts of Heaven proclaim that in the Cross the Slain Lamb demonstrated in the sight of the Universe the rightness of ALL His actions, and His right to so act. In all that He has done He has shown Himself to possess, and to have acted according to, the characteristics which they list.

WE who have committed ourselves to Christ KNOW the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ in laying aside the riches of His glory and becoming poor for us, and we rejoice in Him. But Christ Crucified is still FOLLY to the sophisticated, and a STUMBLING BLOCK to religious people who want to work their way to heaven, 1 Cor 1:18-25; 2 Cor 8:9..

5:13. EVERY CREATURE- Created thing. The word is used in Rom 1:20, and 8:19, of the whole Creation, which suggests the inanimate world may be included here, rather as in Ps 148. By being what He made them to be they proclaim His Glory. IN HEAVEN, EARTH, UNDER THE EARTH (Hades.)- as usual making it absolutely clear that everything, EACH and ALL respond as appropriate to their nature, proclaiming that the Lamb is worthy. IN/On- Epi- Upon- THE SEA- Those in Ships rather than fish?

ALL THAT ARE IN THEM- Backtracks and includes all Creation again to establish absolute universality of the response. (The EVERY KNEE BOWING, EVERY TONGUE CONFESSING of Phil 2:9-11 may be included.) SAYING- Lego- Conveying the message. BLESSING/Praise, HONOUR, GLORY- As in 5:12. POWER- Kratos- From root Kra= to perfect, complete, so not merely potential power, but that POWER THAT IS MANIFESTED BY THE PERFECTING/ SATISFACTORY COMPLETION of what is undertaken.

UNTO HIM THAT SITTETH/Who sits UPON THE THRONE AND TO THE LAMB- Linked in the same ascription of Praise/ Proclamation of innate worthiness having been demonstrated in action appropriate to its nature. What the Throne-sitter is, the Lamb is, what the Lamb has done the Throne-sitter has done. They are ONE.

FOR EVER AND EVER- Aionas ton aoinon- To the Ages of the Ages. The totality of all possible ages. Cp. "King of Kings."

5:14. SAID- Lego. AMEN- The FOUR representative creatures covering the four directions, and four divisions, carnivores, herbivores, birds, and man. The LIVING CREATURES, closest to God, identify themselves with the response of the whole Universe of Creation, by simply saying- "Me too- Amen!"

Do we do enough of saying AMEN? Silent, or vocalised publicly. We must resist that carnality, that modern individualistic self idolatry, which regards the public statements and prayers of others as being not our concern. Our own public statements and public prayers should have a built in "AMEN FACTOR," rather than a demonstration of superior gift, 1 Cor 14:16.

AND THE FOUR AND TWENTY ELDERS FELL DOWN- As in 1:17; 4:10; 5:8. AND WORSHIPPED- As in 4:10. The assertion of self, self will, and even consideration of self are utterly abandoned and self is forgotten in absolute pre-occupation with the terrifying, overwhelming glorious superiority and worthiness of the One in whose presence the worshippers found themselves. At the same time the One so worshipped is recognised as being Gracious and Loving and so draws from them a response of admiration, heart's love, and rejoicing at the privilege of being able to worship, and assurance that the worship is accepted. LIVETH FOR EVER AND EVER- [RT] Not in [Nes] The more recent Mss of the [RT], are generally fuller, and clearer - whether it was here originally, or not.

SUMMARY & APPLICATION of what we've learned in Chapter 5

A. THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST, is Central to the Eternal Purposes of God- It reveals NEW ASPECTS OF HIS GLORY, and calls forth the worship of everything that He has Created. That you and I find the world an uncomfortable place to live in doesn't refute this. Christ Himself suffered, and so do His people, along with the rest of Creation - CHILDBIRTH ISN'T A COMFORTABLE PROCESS FOR THOSE CONCERNED, and right now the whole of Creation groans in giving birth to us,  God's adult children, Rom 8:22.

B. THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST IS A SERIOUS BUSINESS FOR THE WHOLE UNIVERSE - YOU AND I HAD BETTER TAKE IT SERIOUSLY. THE DESTINY OF EVERY HUMAN BEING IS DETERMINED BY THEIR RESPONSE TO THE SLAIN LAMB. God the Son chose to come into this world of ours as a LAMB - to place Himself at our mercy - and WE CRUCIFIED HIM. BEING CRUCIFIED - Slain as a LAMB - He chose to be The Lamb of God who takes away the world's sin. That changed everything. It's no longer a matter of us facing God as CREATOR, to give account as to how well we've used our lives and our world at some FUTURE Judgment Day. WE'RE JUSTIFIED and HAVE ETERNAL LIFE AND JOY ALREADY HERE AND NOW, or ARE CONDEMNED ALREADY TO THE DARKNESS AND AGONY OF ETERNAL DEATH, BY WHAT WE ARE DOING NOW, WITH CHRIST CRUCIFIED -Turning TO Him, in Faith/ Obedience, or Turning FROM Him in UNBELIEF/ REJECTION now, and forever, Jn 1:10-14; 3:14-21; 15:22-25.)

When the SLAIN LAMB returns ALL WILL FACE HIM. Some rejoicing and exulting in worship, seeing Him as their Redeemer. Others, finding no place to hide from Him, Rev 6:16, see that they decided their own fate when they failed to ask Him to record them in His "Book of Life," Rev 20:11-15.

C. Clearly the destiny of ALL MANKIND IN ALL AGES depends on their relationship to Christ Crucified. How that applies to those who lived before Christ, or those who never hear His Gospel preached is NOT OUR BUSINESS, along with a lot of other time-wasting questions. The Lord has given us His last word on THAT subject in Acts 1:6-9. It is not for you to know- BUT you BE WITNESSES UNTO ME!

Our responsibility to LIVE and SPEAK as Witnesses to the Slain Lamb must be taken seriously. It's what we are here for, 2 Cor 5:16-21.

LET'S DO IT AND BE IT! Like Paul in 1 Cor 2:2, seek grace to count Jesus Christ and Him crucified central in our thinking, living, speaking, AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. - AMEN!

To be part of that innumerable Host in the Glory WILL be grand and glorious beyond all imagination. A young enthusiast abandoning himself to the tinsel "Power and Glory," of his idol performing at a Rock Concert experiences a shallow pretence of the reality that will then be ours. Our worship around the Lord's table, few in number, with only Spiritual responses to the Lord as the Holy Spirit moves our spirit, unsupported by sight, sound, or bodily sensation, must seem boring to a Rock fan. BUT IT HAS A SWEETNESS TO US AND TO OUR LORD THAT'S POSSIBLE ONLY IN THIS WORLD, for the very reason that our worship is alien here. We meet on earth, as an outpost of heaven, and worship seated with Christ in the Heavenlies, Eph 1:3; 2:6, BY FAITH. In Heaven we'll no longer be able to honour our Lord BY FAITH - there's no scope for FAITH there.

What the Lord's Supper proclaims is so wonderful that a Tremendous Cathedral, Gold everywhere, stained glass windows, soaring arches overhead, and thousands of kneeling worshippers might be appropriate, but equally might distract us from the reality of our position.

The oldest known representation of Christian worship- scratched by a sneering worldling, on the wall of a Catacomb in Rome runs "Alexamenos worships his God," with the kneeling Christian kissing his hand in worship to a crucified man with a donkey's head! As followers/ worshippers of the Crucified Christ our place is also one of being mocked/ rejected, but although we are at the mercy of a hostile world, the Father knows and values even the very hairs of our head, and our confessing Christ now, is linked with His confessing us in Glory, Mt 10:28-33.

We are to confess the Lord in Baptism, and apply/explain that stand for Him at home, at school, at work, among friends, 1 Pet 3:13-16. And to confess Him, and the spiritual realities by which we live, by gathering in simplicity as ordinary people, in ordinary surroundings, around His Table- With nothing of this world's glory, nothing to please the Flesh, the Eyes, or the Pride of life, 1 Jn 2:15-17, and no support from them.

As we do so, confessing the invisible Grace and Glory, and anticipating its manifestation, at His coming, we're lifted out of our weakness and unworthiness to rejoice in the WORTHY ONE. Knowing that at any moment what we experience by Faith, may be manifest to beat upon our every sense in overpowering visible Glory, and our redeemed bodies at last respond adequately by thundering out His Praises, in joyful, holy harmony, with all the hosts of the Redeemed.

He is WITH US here and now, in grace, invisibly AND WE WELCOME HIM.

We will be WITH HIM THERE, and He will welcome us, in that GLORY that is beyond our imagination.

We meet as ordinary people doing a routine thing, and we can be bored and half-hearted about it. But if heaven opens at this moment, boredom would not be a problem to anyone. Those of us who are HIS and obeying Him, in whatever weakness, will be enveloped in Joyful GLORY, and any who are still hesitating to OWN HIM as Saviour and Lord, will see the Door of Heaven shut for them, forever. May the Lord Himself have mercy on us all, that we will LIVE IN THE LIGHT OF THAT THRONE OF GLORY, Amen.

Chapters  6 - 20

THE SLAIN LAMB REDEEMS & EXECUTES JUDGMENT in the WORLD SCENE.

Views of/from HEAVEN, with some Relevance to the CHURCH

THE THRONE CHAPTERS, 4-5, are like a CENTRAL PLATEAU. The messages to the CHURCH CHAPTERS, 1-3 lead up to it. Chapters 6-20 show the Slain Lamb reaching down to bring the Rebel world to justice, and establish the eternal future. He is directly involved in ALL of the events recorded, because the CROSS IS THE BASIS OF JUDGMENT AS WELL AS OF REDEMPTION, with its outcomes in Church, and Kingdom.

This Full and Final settlement will be made when the world is RIPE FOR JUDGMENT, as the Amorites were in Joshua's time, Gen 15:16. It is made clear that there's nothing arbitrary, or unpredictable about the judgments that fall. As noted already they MUST HAPPEN. They are the NATURAL REAPING of what man is already sowing.

The sequence of the horses of Rev 6, is a sad summary of "History." Many of the "Judgments" that fall on the earth, as in Ch. 16 may be the "Ecological Disasters" men already fear will result from greedy exploitation of "Nature," that ignores its obligations to God and fellowman - Massive pollution of water supplies, increased solar radiation because of depletion of the "Ozone Layer," etc.

As I understand it, The CHURCH is involved DIRECTLY in few of the events covered. But, all Scripture is written to teach us things of value in our daily living. The World System organised in rebellion against God is shown at its Climax, and God's attitude and actions. This should help us to see beneath the seductive surface of life around, and see our urgent need to be Ambassadors concerned only to rightly represent our homeland and King.

In keeping with this view, notes will briefly point out what I see as directly relevant, or not, and why, with application to daily living. As elaborating prophetic subjects is not my calling, I'd be happy to sell "Emmaus" courses on Revelation, Daniel, or the "End Times," to those interested in what I've passed over.

GRACE is mentioned at the beginning (1:4) and end (22:21) only. In this section Grace is viewed as having accomplished its purpose, and God is not dealing with men in Grace.

Witness on earth seems to be limited to the "Eternal Gospel," "FEAR GOD and WORSHIP HIM," 14:6-7. NON-REPENTANCE, is the typical reaction to God's intervention 9:20; 16:9, 11, 21.

The CHURCH is seen to be IN HEAVEN, and the JEWISH NATION among the NATIONS holds the centre of the stage on earth. As promised in Rom 11, God takes them up to fulfil the promises made to Israel as a NATION, in Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, etc.

My Reasons for assuming this Viewpoint are practical:

1. It GIVES FULL WEIGHT to Scriptures which other viewpoints ignore or brush aside, allowing all Scripture a place to say something relevant, within its general scheme. But any extremist attempts to make a DETAILED prophetical system, become artificial, and improbable.

2. It passes the practical TEST that all other systems fail. 150 years ago it was in open Competition with such rival views as:

A. As European Civilisation conquers the world, and the CHURCH controls its Governments to bring these nations and their colonies under the rule of Christ and Christian principles, Christ's Kingdom of PEACE would be established on earth. (Christ would/ might come personally and physically to take His position at its head.)

B. God's Kingdom on earth would come through A NEW GROUP WHICH REVIVED PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. These groups included:

1. The SDA's who taught that Worshipping on the First Day of the week, was the Mark of the Beast, which damned all doing so to the Lake of Fire. They taught that much of the action of Revelation was in Church History, and that assurance of Salvation was impossible - Members of their group, who kept Sabbath, didn't drink alcohol/ coffee/ tea, etc. FAITHFULLY TO THE END would have A GOOD CHANCE OF SALVATION WHEN CHRIST CAME.

Their detailed, confidently-paraded interpretation of Daniel and Revelation rested on two pillars: 1. Christ would come and set up His Kingdom in 1844. 2. God would never allow Israel to be a nation again. He had totally rejected them. The SDA were the Law-Keeping 144,000, the Israel of God. [By the grace of God the SDA "church" has now in part moved towards a more Biblical position.]

2. MILLENNIAL DAWN/ JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES also took up the position of being under OT law with their FAITHFUL OBEDIENCE qualifying them for the Kingdom when Christ came - as they insisted He would come - in 1914. They have changed only into further heresies.

3. The MORMONS said their "Revived Church of the Latter Day Saints," was the only true church, since NT times. They claimed their own Pentecost, with all the miracles and signs. Only those baptised by a Mormon elder, in person, or by proxy, could be saved.

C. TRADITIONAL CHURCHES, and NEW SECTS/ Cults generally ignored Rom 11, and claimed that the Church, or THEIR "Church," had the right to claim all the blessings in the prophecies of Isaiah etc, but that the curses applied to Israel as a nation permanently rejected. The "CURSES ON ISRAEL," or "BLESSINGS ON THE CHURCH," headings in the Bibles of my youth were simplistic, and less than honest.

D. In contrast to these, "Early Brethren," taught that in all ages, irrespective of denomination or creed, Jn 3:16 assured Salvation to all believers in Christ. These formed the TRUE invisible church, 1 Cor 12:13, of which Christ was the ONLY Head. Such "BELIEVERS," should be gathered "In His Name," alone, without denominational names, hierarchy, etc. Mt 18:20; Mt 23:8-11.

Taking all Scripture seriously, they found in Rom 11 a key to harmonising prophecy which was shared widely, especially by USA Baptists. It was set out simply by a Congregational minister, in his "Scofield Bible." It runs "When the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled/ God had accomplished His purposes through the Church and it has failed Him in unbelief, He would take His own out of the professing church home to heaven. He will then take up the Jewish Nation again and keep all His promises to them which are now held in abeyance.

This would involve:

(a) The return of the Jews to their own land, and Nationhood.

(b) The bulk of the Professing Church falling into unbelief, and uniting under Rome as a world church power, when the true church is taken up to heaven.

(c) Western Europe uniting as a revival of the Roman Empire, for purposes of defence, and as a commercial union. The RC Church power dominating this for a while, but then a directly Satanic, secular power working miracles - ANTICHRIST - taking over.

(d) His persecuting Jews loyal to God, would purify Judaism, which would become the resistance movement to Anti-Christ, recruiting a world-wide people of God - centred on, and defending, the Jews.

(e) Christ would return, in power and glory, in Judgment on the Nations, and rescuing the Godly Jews, Zech 12, 13, 14, etc.

(f) Those who had resisted Anti-Christ, and sheltered the Jews, Christ's brethren, Mt 25:31-46, would form the World-wide Kingdom, ruled from Jerusalem, under Christ- for 1000 years under ideal earthly conditions, 20:1-6; Isa 65:8-25, etc.

Amid all the confusion of events during these last 150 years, the world has been re-ordered, step by step, along these general lines - or at least the early stages have fallen into place. All other views of prophecy have been left increasingly high and dry. Eg The viewpoint that Revelation is concerned with the need for Protestants to fight Roman Catholicism TODAY makes the conflict in Northern Ireland as fulfilling the Lord's Commission, rather than the work of those who encourage R.C.'s to read their Bibles.

There is already a growing movement among the JEWS to read the NT, and acknowledge Jesus as sent of God, risen from the dead, and that as far as Gentiles are concerned "No man comes to the Father" apart from Him- But such Jews claim that JEWS HAVE NEVER LEFT THE FATHER! (I quote from "The Resurrection of Christ," by Pinchas Lapide.) They even say that when Messiah comes, He may be Jesus returning, but they will wait and see. The shock of all true Christians being caught up to Heaven, could well galvanise such people into action for God.

This "Dispensational" viewpoint, and other competing ones, all offer "Glasses," through which to view Scripture and the world around, and are useful only if we take them up consciously aware of their artificiality, and put them down again so that we test that what we see through them is really there, not etched on the lenses. Although the most comprehensive, valid, and useful, way of viewing Prophetic Scriptures it has lost popularity for a number of reasons:

1. Some people preaching it went beyond Scripture and boasted of knowledge no man has - tying it too closely to current events makes it dated, as they pass. Some have even defied Mt 24:36, and  along with other cranks set dates. When this proves false it discredits the whole idea.

2. The sheer weariness that results from standing on tip-toe expecting Christ's coming - instead of being busy "occupying until He came."

4. Human nature rapidly tires of anything. It uses the imperfections and failures evident in the best of systems, of Morality, Education, Biblical Interpretation, etc as an excuse to try something new. Cheerfully "Throwing out the baby with the bath-water," by replacing something 80% true or successful with something perhaps 40% true or successful. All, in the name of "Progress!"

5. The Charismatic Revival wasn't expected, and so those who held a rigid view of it as being incompatible with expectations of universal apostasy, branded it totally of the Devil. It is natural that the less Biblical, and more enthusiastic/ credulous sections of the Charismatic Movement see themselves as forerunners of the KINGDOM, eagerly claiming for themselves health, wealth, long life, and the responsibility to dictate to Governments. Some Christians were like that at Corinth, 1 Cor 4;8.

We might have expected the "Charismatic Revival," if we'd remembered that before Christ's FIRST coming, the popular movements in Israel - Messianic expectations, Pharisee Law emphasis, and Temple Revival, were all USED OF GOD to prepare some people to accept Him and be taken up out of Judaism into the Church. And equally USED OF THE DEVIL to blind the majority into remaining under Judgment.

Fifty years ago Christendom WAS drifting into rationalism, unbelief, and apostasy. A miracle-working, apostate, false church springing up promptly from it when 1 Th 4:16-17 happened, was unlikely.

GOD HAS USED the Charismatic movement to publicise the Gospel, save souls, and stir half-hearted Christians into seeking spiritual blessings.

But the associated, unregenerate "Mixed Multitude," Ex 12:38, is interested only in the "Loaves and Fishes," of promised "this world," gains, Num 11:4; Jn 6:26. These, and those who cater for their credulous pre-occupation with Healing Showmanship etc, form a prepared world-wide movement. When the true Christians from the Charismatic movement, and all other Christian groups are taken up out of it to glory, those unsaved in it, blinded by Satan, could readily form a miracle-working/ experience-oriented/ Bible-ignoring WORLD CHURCH UNDER ROME, and equally accept Anti-Christ's promises of peace and plenty, 1 Th 5:2-3.

Outline Notes Chapters 6-20

Chapter 6

6:1-8. The Lamb breaks 4 seals and a voice calls forth a Conqueror, War, Famine, Death, who have authority to kill in 25% of the earth.

6:9-11. This is morally justified by the cry of unavenged Martyrs, Gen 4:10; Mt 23:35. Those who kill the Godly have no right to peace. (Unlike Stephen, Acts 7:60, the attitude of these martyrs isn't "Christian." But Christian Martyrs may be included - the FACT of their martyrdom crying out for justice.)

6:12-14. Terrible natural catastrophes - In a book of Symbols these may well be upheavals in society - Sun darkened, and moon reddened by the smoke of burning cities, is a common symbol. All this is the common stuff of History- which may "Come," as God's response to human action, Judges 3:7-8; Hab 1:5-11, etc. But, THESE ARE WORLD-WIDE, and FINAL.

6:15-17. Mankind realise they are about to face the Creator they've ignored, and the Redeemer they've rejected. This is taken up again in Ch. 20, but other aspects of earthly life/ judgment are first clarified.

Chapter 7

This is an aside. The terror of 6:15-17 is world-wide. But as God protected His people PHYSICALLY from the later plagues in Egypt, so here He preserves them SPIRITUALLY amid these final Judgments. They are spared some physical judgments- but not death. God's action and purpose may not be obvious at the time. The nature of the Church took some years to be understood. The Person of the Messiah is obviously a surprise in Zech 12.

7:1-8. Reasons for believing this passage is not referring to the Church:-

(a) It concerns JUDGMENT being applied, not GRACE being proclaimed.

(b) They are not sealed invisibly by the Spirit as God's children, but visibly on their foreheads as His BOND-SERVANTS. In Ezek 9:4 God sets a mark on the FOREHEAD of those who lament the sin of the city - the rest are to be slaughtered. This leads naturally to Rev 7:3; 9:4, where God seals His own in their FOREHEADS, thus pre-empting the Beast's later marking of men as his property 13:16.

(c) Those sealed are NUMERICALLY limited- about 20% of the number redeemed from Egypt in Exodus - not a universal "Whosoever," offer.

(d) And RACIALLY limited, 12 tribes of Israel, not the Body of Christ in which Jew and Gentile share on equal terms, Eph 2:11-22. The 10 tribes were never "Lost," to God, and Anna belonged to one of them, Lk 2:36. While God KNOWS to which tribe any Jew TECHNICALLY belongs, in this book of symbols, the listing of the 12 tribes here, and their identical numbers is probably a good Jewish way of saying "ALL ISRAEL - Israel as a Nation- shall be saved," Rom 11:26. And a symbol of God's even-handed fairness to all elements in Israel.

7:9. In addition to the limited "Elect Israel," being sealed by God, that action results in an INNUMERABLE multitude from all nations, clothed in WHITE/ made fit for God's presence with PALMS in their hands ready to welcome Messiah/ Israel's returning King, and share the triumph of setting up His Kingdom, as in Rev 20:4.

7:10-17. Here we are not shown the Millennial Kingdom, nor the Great Tribulation seen in the intervening chapters, but the position of these people relative to Heaven, the Throne, and the Lamb. They contribute another/ different "New Song," to the glory of God. It seems to be a confession of loyalty to God and the Lamb, rather than a claiming of what Grace offered. It causes renewed worship.

While this multitude is in many ways like the multitude of Ch. 5, it wasn't the same multitude - This time John needed to ask and be told who they were. They came out of the Great Tribulation, and their robes were washed in the blood of the Lamb - In all ages the only adequate provision for sins.

God's provision for them largely parallels that of Rev 21-22, with a specifically "Messianic" King David touch - The Lamb will be their SHEPHERD. The DISTINCTIVE features fit a JEWISH REMNANT AND THOSE FROM THE NATIONS LOYAL TO THEM, in some ways paralleling the Gospel and the Church, but quite different from ch. 1-3. where no racial group is treated differently from the mass of the redeemed.

Still the similarities remind us that our neat pigeonholing of verses as being ISRAEL EARTHLY PEOPLE/ CHURCH HEAVENLY PEOPLE, while useful, is not total, or totally mastered by us. We are children who are unwise if we boast that we know all our Father's business!

IN HEAVEN, BEFORE THE THRONE, DISTINCTIONS NEEDED IN THIS WORLD MAY DISAPPEAR!

Chapter 8

8:1-2. The aside is finished. Back to the scene in HEAVEN. The 7th - final - Seal is broken, and "the book" is now ready to be opened, read, and acted on. But there is a definite wait - indicating considered, deliberate action. Opening the 7th, final, seal unfolds the Trumpet and Vial actions.

8:3-5. The incense isn't the prayers of the saints, 5:8, but is ADDED TO THEM, AND THE CENSER IS THEN CAST TO EARTH AS A PRELUDE TO JUDGMENT, Ezek 10:2. Maybe under Tribulation persecution and lacking grace/ Holy Spirit's presence the prayers are essentially calls for Judgment.

8:6-13. No doubt there ARE Divine Judgmental interventions throughout the Church Age - those normal in God's Universe, predictable sowing and reaping. Our ASKING for God to intervene in judgment is totally out of character with Christ in His first Coming, and the Christ-likeness to which we're called.

Whereas NOW Sovereign interventions are in Grace, Rom 9:15, THEN they will be in Judgments that follow His taking and opening the Scroll. A systematic series of punitive actions of increasing severity - as in Egypt. And like the Egyptians, these people refuse to repent, and the warning punishments culminate in full and final Judgment.

These Judgments are described as severe PHYSICAL inflictions, but may be symbolic of Social and Spiritual disasters. Rivers flowing from areas where the "Blazing Torch" of an Atomic Bomb had fallen from the sky would be ruined by the radiation they carried. But "sun, moon, stars" may SYMBOLISE Earth's Rulers who govern and guide the nations, Gen 1:14-16, as the anchor points of earthly living.

THIRD PART- suggests that none of these severe judgements are applied worldwide, equally. Presumably they are specifically targetted in response to national attitudes and actions.

Chapter 9

9:1-11. Demonic powers, acting without the involvement of human government, torment rebels only. This suggests the torment is personal/ spiritual.

9:12-21. Destroying Armies - organised demonic action/ demonic inspired action. As with the plagues of Egypt, the effect of judgment hardens the godless in their God-hating. SPIRITUAL sins and judgments precede PHYSICAL ones, in this list, and often in life.

Chapter 10

10:1-7. A Mighty Angel displaying mastery of Earth, and Sea, roars out the no-longer-to-be-delayed execution of God's Judgment - Presumably as set out in the book/SCROLL, 5:2-4.. The echoing seven thunders - the response to what was involved in the judgment, is not for publication.

10:8-11. John eats the Scroll, presumably so as to absorb and proclaim accurately the contents of the following chapters, as Ezek 3:1-4. (There is no need to identify this "ANGEL" with Christ Himself in His role as "Angel of the Lord," as in the OT, and the "Little Book," here is Biblaridion, not Biblios, as in 5:1.)

Chapter 11

11:1-7. Time-span - In Dan 9:27 Antichrist makes a 7 year covenant with the nation of Israel, breaking it to bring terrible persecution for the last 3.5 years. This 3.5 years of "Great Tribulation," is stated here as 42 months, and ALSO AS 1260 days. The YEAR in the ancient world was 360 days. (Jews added an extra month from time to time. Romans had a "fill in" period between years, etc.)

Witnesses- See Zech 4. Power to bring drought - See Elijah, Jas 5:17. Possibly plus Moses, Mt 17:2-3. 

11:8-12. The world rejoices as "The BEAST," triumphs over the WITNESSES, and despairs at their resurrection 3.5 days later. This may be a parallel with the Lord's death and resurrection. The 3.5 years in Dan 9:27, are also spoken of in terms of half a WEEK. 

11:13-14. On EARTH, the CITY- Jerusalem, with the character, to God, of Sodom/ Egypt, 11:8, is shocked by disaster into acknowledging Him.

11:15-19. The Lord's taking up His EXECUTIVE ROLE is announced, and honoured, in heaven. Vs 18 sums this up as involving:

"The nations were angry - Thy Wrath is come"- This is unfolded in Chapter 19.

"The time of the dead that they should be judged," Chapter 20.

"Reward servants/ them that fear Thy Name," Chapters 21 and 22.

"And destroy them that destroy the earth, Chapter 20:10.

DESTROY- Diaphtheiro- To destroy thoroughly by CORRUPTING. 1 Cor 3:17, Those who Phtheiro the Temple of God (own body? Church?) God will Phtheiro. Corrupt actions corrupt any society, and its environment- which is the first instalment of justice/ penalty. The land DEFILED by the filthy behaviour of its Canaanite inhabitants, vomited them out, Lev 18:24-30, If Israel copied them  the same would happen to them.

11:19. Israel forfeited the COVENANT, and its symbol the ARK, disappeared. But GOD hasn't forgotten the Covenant - He'll fulfil it in Sovereign Grace. 

Chapter 12

These EVENTS mapped out, the MAIN ACTORS are now brought before us. Their PAST is shown, building towards their FINAL ROLE.

12:1-2. ISRAEL- crowned with her 12 tribes. Their privileged position culminating in the birth of Christ.

12:3-4. SATAN- His power and opposition. "Third of the stars" 8:12?

12:5. CHRIST- Coming in weakness, caught up to Glory.

12:7-12. As a result, Satan and his angels, lose all power in Heaven/ Spiritual power, Col 2:15. The sphere of their power is limited to REBEL HUMANITY, on earth. He can TEMPT or AFFLICT only the earthly natures/bodies, of God's people, and that only while they live in this world scene, Rom 8:18-25. As always the work of the Slain Lamb gives victory over persecution - Persecution signals destruction of the Persecutor, 12:11; Ph 1:28.

12:6, 13-17. ISRAEL will be/ has been constantly persecuted, AND preserved. Wilderness life for Israel leads to the "Promised Land." The earth - symbol of the settled order of humanity - is a DESERT spiritually to God, but soaks up the floods of Satanic persecution.

Chapter 13

I Stood- [RT]) He Stood- took up his position. The DRAGON, in his violent spite against Israel, stands by the SEA - symbol of the restless confusion of the world - and from it rises:

13:1-10. THE FIRST BEAST- Satan's solution for a world in disarray. He shares the characteristics of all four beasts of Dan 7. After a period of chaos/ nation-against-nation strife, such as currently surrounds Israel, people welcome a Dictator, and his Super-national "World Empire." Yet such "Delivering Dictators," like Hitler, are inherently Anti-God, demanding to be the "Religion," of the Empire, and persecuting non-conformists.

GIVEN- 5, 7- God permits the full flowering of Satanic/ human pride and rebellion, before he deals with it. Cp. Job's experience.

13:11-18. THE SECOND BEAST arising from the EARTH - arising from the elements of the settled order - Religious, Social, and Economic. He adjusts these to the new regime, controlling them as an effective Assistant Dictator. MARK ON THEIR RIGHT HAND- The Beast controls their actions. MARK ON FOREHEAD- Identifying them as the property of the Beast, and that he controls their thinking, Only those pre-empted by sealing (The 144,000, 7:3-4) are neither convinced nor coerced.

Chapter 14

14:1-5. THE LAMB and THE 144,000. Standing on Mt Zion, the centre of the judgment-based Earthly Kingdom promised in Zech 14, etc. NAME ON FOREHEADS- Identifying the One to whom they belong. Also their thinking is guided by His truth. they introduce a NEW- Kainos- New and different SONG," appropriate to their role as FIRSTFRUITS, of the new harvest of God's Judgmental intervention, just as the Church is the FIRSTFRUITS of God's GRACE. Grace, and Judgment both work through the CRUCIFIED, RISEN CHRIST, but there is nothing said of Grace at this stage of the world's history.

NOT DEFILED WITH WOMEN- Sexual union within marriage isn't defiling, 1 Cor 7:1-5; Heb 13:4. These are "Virgins," in the sense of keeping clear of the "spiritual fornication" of turning from God to alternative religions as in Jer 18:13-15; Ezek 16 and 23. 

NO GUILE/lie.. WITHOUT FAULT/blameless- No doubt it was God's Grace which purchased them, but these people - unlike the multitude in Ch. 5, where no such thing is mentioned - are there because they have established a personal righteousness/ purity. This fits a people unaware of electing grace, driven to stand for God in spite of tremendous pressure, BECAUSE OF THE BLATANTLY SATANIC NATURE OF THAT PRESSURE.

14:6-7. The "Everlasting Gospel," associated with Doom, not Grace, is that God should be Feared and Glorified, as Creator/ Judge. 

14:8. The Fall of Babylon - The religious and secular world organised in defiance of God, Gen 11.

14:9-12. The Eternal Doom of those who worship the BEAST. 

14:13. An encouragement to God's people in all ages, but especially in such a time of bitter persecution.

14:14-20. The REAPERS- Not Christ, as the work is shared - a different reaper for the grapes - but acting under His orders. For the Harvest symbol see Mt 13:36-43, etc.

Chapter 15

HEAVEN AGAIN- AS THE SOURCE OF THE FINAL JUDGMENT. The association of MOSES with the LAMB (10 Plagues on Egypt and Passover Lamb) is appropriate for Israel's deliverance by JUDGMENTAL action that punishes oppressors, and establishes their Kingdom as in Isa 66:22-24, etc. Ex 15 gives the Song of Moses.

WHITE ROBES- undefiled purity, GOLD- incorruptible glory, SONG- united triumphant rejoicing. GOD's Judgment is like that, as He is acting in infinite Holiness, Righteousness, Knowledge, Wisdom, Power, and Love. The imperfection of those elements in all human judgmental actions, gives them shabby, grubby, regrettable aspects.

Chapter 16

15:1-2. SORES- Helkos- LXX uses the word in Ex 9:9-11, Lev 13:18-27. Possibly malignant sores- skin-cancer? Physically echoing moral/ spiritual corruption.

16:3-7. Water turned to blood- Oppressors reaping the harvest of their deeds, as Ex 7:15-25. ?

16:8-10. Intense heat/ Increased solar radiation? and Darkness, as Ex 10:21-29, producing only hardened, defiant blaspheming.

16:12-16. Under Satanic delusion, those who defy God assemble for their final destruction- as Pharaoh did Ex 14.

16:17-21. Destruction falls on Babylon- humanity organised in defiance of God, Gen 11. See Zech 14:12-15; Ezek 38-39, etc.

Chapter 17.  BABYLON - THE HARLOT

17:1-6. ANTI-CHRIST, Satan's enslaving counterfeit/ substitute for Christ, is accepted by rebel, eager-to-be-flattered, deceived, and indulged, humanity, Jn 5:43. This "Babylon," is Satan's  enslaving, corrupting counterfeit/ substitute/ alternative to God's Church/ Bride of Christ- an alternative RELIGIOUS system. (See notes on Chapter 2.)

The BRIDE shares her Lord's rejection. The HARLOT sits UPON the waters - the many nations of restless humanity, RIDES the visibly blasphemous BEAST of Ch. 13:1, in a Spiritual desert. Mankind debases itself by using her for its immoral pleasure. She gains luxurious living by the association.

WINE- Symbol of pleasure. If used until drunkenness, symbol of indulgence unrestrained by conscience or rationality.

JESUS- 17:6, title used because His name on earth in rejection is central to the lives of His persecuted followers. JEWS are already acknowledging that He was God-sent, but not that He was the Christ. The Church acknowledges Him as CHRIST and LORD.

17:7-10. The identity/ history/ doom/ of the Harlot. Rome was founded on SEVEN HILLS. IMPERIAL Babylon/ Rome largely overcame the "Confusion of tongues" Gen 11, with Greek as the common language.

The Jezebel, Ch. 2:20, Harlot, ECCLESIASTICAL Babylon/ Rome overcame the confusion of tongues with Latin as the language of religion and education. Both were "Drunk with the Blood of the saints," but the latter, for a much longer period, persecuting right down to the Parisian priest's St. Bartholomew's Day "Rise Peter Kill!" sermon inspired massacre of Huguenots, in 1572.

In its Abyss/Satanic-inspired-resurrected IMPERIAL, and ECCLESIASTICAL forms, its scope will be world-wide. The World is already largely united by shared News and Entertainment Media. This "Rome" used to exist, and now exists no longer. It will come up out of the Abyss once more before going to final ruin.

17:11. The EIGHTH horn is really one of the 7. (In week days, the 8th day is Resurrection day, the start of a new week.

17:16. IMPERIAL Babylon preceded, and outlasts the Ecclesiastical Babylon.

Chapter 18

ALL churches have been corrupted in some measure by the "Jezebel Compromise," of Rev 2. The Roman Church has been the most powerful and obvious. Babylon/ Rome in both its Imperial and Ecclesiastical forms, became Great/ Long-lasting by adapting itself to meet the desires of fallen mankind. Ecclesiastical Rome made a place in her system for everything from Hindu style self-torturing abstinence as "Holy Men/ Monks," to reckless self-indulgence as the Roman "Saturnalia," which became the "Carnival" to be atoned for by the fasting and penances of "Lent."

Imperial and Ecclesiastical Rome were also COMMERCIAL BABYLON. Imperial Rome ruthlessly exploited the enslaved races, and earth's resources - the wealthy are said to have feasted on nightingale's tongues etc and then vomited so they could eat again. The Roman Church's SPIRITUAL failure was matched by POLITICAL, COMMERCIAL, AND ARTISTIC TRIUMPHS. The Church of St. Peter's in Rome, was so expensive that to raise money to complete it the Pope broke his contract with the German Church Leaders, who had each paid a fortune for their right to sell "Forgiveness of sins," and sent Tetzel to hawk bargain-priced, no-questions-asked "Indulgences," in their territory. His sales pitch "The Moment the coin hits the bottom of the box the soul is released from purgatory." "By selling these indulgences I've saved more souls than Peter and Paul," etc. disgraced the Papacy, and provoked the Reformation.

The Counter-Reformation, Council of Trent, tried to reform/ prop up the old order. The recent Post-war Church Council abandoned its worst excesses, and re-exposed its Church Members to the Word of God by encouraging them to read it. May God's grace triumph in that.

Imperial Rome has had its "Trial Run," and passed into history. Ecclesiastical Rome has only a pale shadow of the power it had before the Reformation. Under the "BEAST," they will both be revived and made even more effective with all the lessons learned down the ages, and the use of modern inventions. These "ROMES" are pictured here in their final triumphant form- crashing to doom.

18:4. Our WORLD isn't so brutal, or shamelessly gluttonous, as the rulers of the Roman Empire. Its Religious Exploiters are not so blatant as the Medieval Church, but in a sense, "The souls of men," 18:13, are part of the cost of our modern Western world's luxurious high standard of living. Its FALL, is lamented by Kings, Merchants, Captains, Artists, and Entertainers. As Christians today we are also called to "Come out from" all Religious, Political, and Commercial exploitation of people, and environment.

To see how easily a REVIVED ROME could take over the world, think of the state of the Western World when the Lord calls His Own home to Glory. Life will come to a standstill as people crowd to churches for re-assurance. This could be given by unsaved, Mt 7:22-24 style, workers of false Charismatic Miracles having them "Slain in the Spirit," sometimes by the trick of finger pressure briefly cutting off the blood supply to the brain. Often as a seemingly routine hypnotic and/or hysterical response. Reassured that God has received them, they would GO BACK TO WORK AND COMMERCIAL LIFE WOULD START AGAIN. The world would be so dependent on their efforts, that in that way the Charismatic Revival ensures Ecclesiastical Rome will be ready to ride the "Beast," and later be destroyed by it when no longer needed.

Chapter 19

19:1-5. Gives Heaven's view of the destruction of the USEFUL-FOR-EARTHLY PURPOSES, Harlot Religious system, that had wallowed in the luxury of this world's goods, and the blood of those loyal to Christ.

19:6-9. And Heaven resounds with triumphal announcement of the wedding of the HOLY-TO-GOD true Church/ Bride of Christ, 2 Cor 11:2, etc. In one sense, the only righteousness that any one can ever have is that which God grants to us freely in Christ, Isa 61:10. But His grace to us is such that He also equips and enables us to contribute to His Glory, 1 Cor 10:31; 2 Th 1:10-12. In material poverty, but spiritual purity she has kept herself for the Lord, and, things she has done to please Him in fellowship with Him by the Holy Spirit, form her wedding Garment.

The BRIDE is part of the Lamb's Triumph. She is preparing her trousseau on earth now, and in Chapter 21 we see her returning to earth to display it. Her position in this world has at some places and times been not very different from that of the tribulation saints.

19:11-21. The Son in the essence of His being is beyond the knowledge of any other. The Slain Lamb enforces His victory. He rules as a shepherd, but with IRON ROD-  Ruthlessly for the good of creation as a whole.

Chapter 20

20:1-3. The earth freed for 1000 years from the Devil's, and presumably all demonic, spiritually deceiving, anti-God influence.

20:4-6. Those killed for not worshipping the Beast raised from the dead and awarded THRONES- Positions of authority, to reign with Christ, in the earthly Kingdom promised to the Jews, based on Jerusalem.

As PRIESTS, presumably their role will be representing Christ to the people, and the people to Christ.

20:7-9. After a thousand years of living an ideal life, under ideal conditions/ government, unconverted man still chooses lies and rebellion, as soon as the chance is offered - and as rebels they are wiped out in fire, 2 Pet 3:9-14. This is clearly a scene ON EARTH, and AFTER the Lord's return in Judgment and Glory, Isa 65:20--25; 66:18-24; Zech 14:1-21; Mt 25:31-46. Those who rebel have only the outward, physical blessings of the Kingdom. Not as the Church, born of the Spirit/ baptised by the Spirit into the body of Christ.

20:10. The Devil is compelled to join the Beast and the False Prophet, permanently, in the lake of Fire.

20:11-15. The Great White Throne. Nothing in the Universe can stand against it, and all the Dead, robbed of any possible hiding place, face God, and the RECORD of the life they have lived/ the wages they have earned, Rom 6:23. Whatever their religious profession, Mt 7:21-23, the fact that their names are not written in the Lamb's Book of Life condemns them as Christ-rejectors. Presumably the other records determine the degree of their punishment, Lk 12:46-48.

Their first death separated them from earthly life, friends/ foes, joys/ sorrows, and from the grace of God they had refused; frustrated all their plans, amid the stench of physical decay. The SECOND DEATH, brings total awareness of God, self, and the horror of eternal:-

(a) Separation from God and good, by His Holiness- symbolised by FIRE, Heb 12:29, Mk 9:48, etc. THE fire, of God's Holy Righteous Judgment that disinfects, isolates, stops sin from spreading and corrupting/ injuring others. It walls off each soul into the solitary, OUTER DARKNESS of his own soul, Jn 3:17-20; Mt 8:12, where they will still gnash their teeth against Eternal Love,

(b) Frustration of all their desires, wholesome or perverted- an agony of unabated, unsatisfied lusts/ thirst, also symbolised by FIRE, Lk 16:23-24. And, Mk 9:48- THEIR maggot, the corrupting, destructive desired sin, specific to them/ chosen by them, to which they gave themselves in life, does not die, but endlessly gnaws at them unsatisfied.

(c) The stench of all the vileness of their treasured sin- for which they refused the bliss of Christ's love, and loving provision - symbolised by SULPHUR, as in Gen 19:23-24.

REVELATION CHAPTERS 21-22

THE BRIDE-CITY-HEAVEN, THOSE IN IT & THE LIFE THEY LIVE

While what is described here is in some sense "On Earth," with elements such as the Nations walking in its light and bringing tributes of Treasure, 21:24, this is the nearest thing we have to a description of life in "Heaven," to which us Believers are heading.

In attempting to understand it we face TWO PROBLEMS:

1. Our natural self cannot understand the things of God, 1 Cor 2:6-16.

What is more, if a "natural man," COULD understand it, he'd run from it as the greatest threat to his existence, the greatest torture he could experience. And he'd be right. INDEPENDENT SELF can only experience the presence of God as unendurable pain- the English word "HELL" had the meaning of "Hiding place from," and HEAVEN is essentially the direct experience of the presence of God.

2. We understand new things only in terms of what we have already experienced. Even in using our Imagination, we IMAGINE things only in such terms. So before thinking about what the Bible says of Heaven, it may help if you imagine yourself in the position of a Missionary in the PNG Highlands persuading the locals who've never seen a plane, to build an airstrip so one could come.

"What is a Plane?" they ask - he might say it's something like:




(a) A flying house with people and supplies in it.




(b) A canoe people travel through the air in - but don't have to paddle.




(c) It flies like a bird - but doesn't flap its wings.




(d) It flies like an arrow - but isn't shot from a bow," etc.

THEY know houses, canoes, birds, and arrows, so they have SOME ideas to start from, BUT THEY LEARN AS MUCH FROM THE NEGATIVES - what it's NOT like, as they do from the POSITIVES.

And if they take too much notice of ONE idea, what they visualise is ridiculous - a HOUSE- House shape! Thatched roof! Foundations! 

They must try to hold ALL the likenesses and unlikenesses in balance - as we must, as we think of Heaven. AND we must accept that EACH person's visualisation of Heaven may be different, unique to them.

I was at first shocked, then happy with a small son's response "I'd like to have a TREE HUT in the Tree of life. If bad boys threw things at me and hurt me, I'd rub myself better with the leaves!"

Tone-deaf Saints, may not be attracted to the glories of the eternal song of praise, as nothing they know here will correspond to it.

Too, the reality of Heaven cannot be conveyed in factual statements/words only, 2 Cor 12:4, may mean the laws under which language operates makes it inadequate for that task. We sample/ feel experiences here of love, beauty, peace, fulfilment, etc. Heaven is the experience of God's LOVE, known and enjoyed in a measure here and now, or not at all, ever.

TO SUM UP- We read in simple vivid language contrasting & balancing SYMBOLS, rather than STATEMENTS that can be reconciled.

What we already know of God in Creation life/ Redemption life, enables us to appreciate a little of what we're told here. The REALITY is beyond our understanding. HEAVEN and HELL must be BETTER and WORSE than any WORDS or SYMBOLS can convey. The FULLNESS OF JOY and the DEPTH OF DEPRIVATION are obvious, but the REASONS for them, and the ELEMENTS in them are less so. 

As I attempt to pass on what I understand these Scriptures to be teaching I am like an infant trying to explain why his parents pull some plants out of their garden or things out of cupboards, and toss them out as rubbish, and treasure others. God alone knows the full meaning. Hopefully reading this will help you to seek it from Him.

We don't have to UNDERSTAND Heaven and Hell, but we do have to BELIEVE what God has said, and ACT on it. We are warned not to ADD TO or TAKE AWAY from what God says in this book- a temptation to us all. 
HEAVEN IS:

LIFE, conscious, purposeful, creative, fulfilling, outgoing, shared existence and activity, nurtured by the Tree and River of Life- in contrast with DEATH, inactivity, isolation, self contained emptiness, darkness.  Cp Eph 2:1-10.

ETERNAL life, in Quality as well as Duration, FELLOWSHIP-KNOWLEDGE OF the ETERNAL God, in contrast to NATURAL LIFE here, alienated from God our Creator, and in self-destructive rebellion against His purposes for us.  Cp Jn 17:3; Col 1:21-22. IMMORTAL life, deathless life, in contrast with the transient mortality of our life on earth. Strictly speaking God alone has immortality, 1 Tim 6:16, as an inherent right. It is only IN CHRIST that everything and everybody in the Universe is upheld, and held together/ held in being, Col 1:17; Heb 1:3; 2 Pet 1:4.

LIGHT is the sphere in which the life is lived, in contrast to DARKNESS, Rev 22:5; Jn 3:19-21; 1 Jn 1:5-7.

A HOME/PLACE TO BELONG, Ps 23:6; Jn 14:1-9; 2 Cor 5:1-10 - In Greek literally "To go away from home out of the body, and to COME HOME to the Lord!" We're already citizens of Heaven, Phil 3:20, expected to live by its LAW - Love - left here temporarily as Ambassadors/ witnesses, 2 Cor 5:19-21.

A CITY A Great City was organised to meet the social and cultural needs of its citizens, and to display the greatness and glory of the Kingdom and its King. In Rev 21 it is presented first as a city formed FROM us to be indwelt by God, and to manifest what His Grace has accomplished. It then speaks of the city as being built FOR us to live in, with God Himself being OUR Temple, and our Light. Cp Mt 16:18; Eph 2:20-21; 1 Pet 2:5; 1 Cor 3:9.

A PERSON TO BELONG TO We will be "With Christ, which is far better," Phil 1:23. It's "This same Jesus," Acts 1:11, we've already come to know and love, who guarantees OUR presence there. Having tasted the joy of His fellowship HERE is the guarantee of our enjoyment of it THERE.

A PERSONAL FELLOWSHIP OF SELF-GIVING DELIGHT IN SHARED LOVE to be totally known, totally desired, totally accepted, and totally acceptable, as a person, in a union of mutual joy, in contrast to the personal emptiness, sense of unworthiness, unwantedness, alienation from others, and pointlessness, that is the natural consequence of centring life on SELF. God's gift of Marriage, in the measure it approaches His intention, patterns something of what is meant by our being "The Bride of Christ." See 2 Cor 11:2-4. For this on earth, TOTAL EXCLUSIVENESS is essential for BOTH parties, Mt 19:4-6. The Bliss of our relationship of union with Christ eternally is both Personal and Collective, perhaps something after the pattern of our present relationship with Christ as His Body. In that our direct intimate fellowship with Him as Head, involves us in a rich, mutually beneficial fellowship with one another in Him. This may help us see how the relationship of the Church with the Lord who sought, redeemed, and perfected her can be as Private as a Bride, and as public as a City.

GOD That one word sums up all that Heaven is, because all that God is in Himself ETERNAL, HOLY, ALMIGHTY, OMNISCIENT, OMNIPRESENT, RIGHTEOUS, LOVE, will be perfectly expressed in it. Heaven in its order, beauty and utility will perfectly display His Creativity, His Joy, His Glory, His Peace, and His Grace. The present Universe, from Galaxy to Atom, Volcano to Violet, Thunder to Birdsong. The complexities/ simplicities of human personal and social life, all give glimpses of this, marred and misused in the measure they are at the mercy of man, the Rebel Steward of this world.

    In the New Heaven and New Earth, when God the Son has completed His mission, and God and His will are again All in All, 1 Cor 15: 24-28, EVERY SINGLE ASPECT OF HEAVEN EXISTS, simultaneously, and eternally, IN TOTAL AND BEAUTIFUL HARMONY/ CONTRAST WITH EVERY OTHER ONE, IN SUCH A WAY THAT EACH SETS OFF AND MAGNIFIES THE OTHER, TO FORM A WHOLE, GLORIOUS BEYOND OUR IMAGINATION."

BEGUN ON EARTH, or never experienced. God's ETERNAL PURPOSE for us will be fulfilled in Heaven, but He leaves us here so that we can use His gracious provision in Christ to prepare ourselves for Heaven.

ETERNAL life and rewards are INTERNAL in this world, Jn 17:3; 2 Cor 4:16-18, EXTERNAL in the world to come when both we, and His provision for us, are displayed in Glory. But, God paints nothing artificial on the surface- The transformation He works in us begins IN US, and assures Glory to Come, Col 1:27. What is told us of Heaven, has in mind the ordering of our lives NOW, so that we may enjoy it to the full THEN. Our TASTE FOR Heavenly things must be cultivated on earth, Heb 11:8-16; 2 Cor 4:16-18. Our CAPACITY to enjoy Heaven, will be determined by our willingness to turn now from what the World offers, and let our fleshly self and desires be crucified, in order to enjoy the fellowship of our Crucified and Risen Lord here in witness, service, and worship, Gal 2:20; 2 Tim 2:12. So we must emphasise the CONTINUITY between our life on earth, and our life in Heaven. It is what we HAVE DONE IN THE BODY- this earthly body, and in relation to others in the body of Christ, that we receive from the Lord at His Judgement seat and enter Heaven with, 2 Cor 5:10. The Treasure we've laid up in heaven, Mt 6:20-21. That which we have committed to His keeping, 2 Tim 1:12. The Gold etc of work done in fellowship with Him, 1 Cor 3:11-15.

Heaven WILL totally meet ALL OUR NEEDS. Yet to set out with meeting our needs/ getting what we want as our GOAL makes every effort counter-productive. (It's much the same in marrying!)

We're not the centre of the universe, God is. Only as we surrender our DESIRES, and SELF itself to God, and His will- "Seek first His Kingdom and righteousness," Mt 6:33, is He set free to add to us all we need. As we delight ourselves in Him, He can safely give us our heart's desires, Ps 37:4. Because it's what God designed us for, and designed for us, everything will be absolutely right and natural - "User friendly!" in modern terms. In a sense HEAVEN began for us at the moment of conversion, when we welcomed the Lord into our hearts/ lives, and were received by Him.

We were JUSTIFIED/made right with God, SANCTIFIED/ set apart to belong to Him, RECONCILED/ so that we could enjoy fellowship with Him, even GLORIFIED/ brought into association with Him to share His Glory, Rom 8:30, etc. But while these and more are ours IN CHRIST as a present possession, our experience of them is limited as long as we're in these bodies, dependent in a measure on our fallen nature, living in a rebel world - a PAINFUL situation Rom 8:23-25.

Still, there's a CONTINUITY between the life of a child of God, living in weakness as an unappreciated Ambassador on earth, 2 Cor 5:20, and the Glory and Joy he will share with his Lord in Heaven.

CHAPTER 21

21:1. NEW- Kainos- New and different- as "new" is always in this book.

HEAVEN AND EARTH Symbol- The CITY-BRIDE-HEAVEN, has a relationship with, and a mission with regard to, this new earth. Details are unclear but our responsibility towards the PRESENT earth and society is enough for most of us to cope with.

SEA Symbol- The sea is viewed negatively. It was dangerous, a symbol of the restlessness of the wicked, Isa 57:20. It cut people off from each other/ exiled them, as it was doing to John the writer.

21:2. HOLY- Hagios- Set apart for God, and SPECIAL to Him.

CITY Symbol- A good city provides security, homes, social/ cultural amenities of a high standard. This VAST city has room for all to live life to the full, As Jesus promised in John 14. But cities de-personalise people, and the bigger the city, the lonelier many are. But not this city, because it is also a BRIDE.

BRIDE Symbol- Balancing the City one. A good wedding involves mutual choosing and commitment in LOVE, for a personal intimate, fellowship/ relationship, mutual pre-occupation, appreciation, enjoying and being enjoyed. CHRIST has CHOSEN US, and MADE IT POSSIBLE for us to be His. By saying YES to HIS PROPOSAL, each Believer has a place in His Church/ bride. Are we valuing His fellowship now?

COMING DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM GOD Symbol- God/ Heaven is the source of the Prepared Bride, Christ the Bridegroom having prepared her, at the cost of the cross, Eph 5:25-27. Are we co-operating?

(BRIDE'S OWN PREPARATION Symbol, from Rev 19:7-8 balances this. Although everything depends on Christ, within this she has the privilege of preparing her own trousseau by Christ-like actions in this world while she is waiting for the wedding.)

BEAUTIFULLY DRESSED/adorned- Kosmeuo- Does not refer to prettying-up the surface to make a false impression, as the modern "cosmetic" may mean. It refers to a beauty that depends on orderliness, symmetry, wholeness of being - corresponding to Christ, as Eve to Adam, unashamed, consciously adequate/ welcomed, Gen 2:20-25.

21:3. TABERNACLE Symbol- The words used refer to pitching one's tent alongside that of others, to share a common life with them. Israel, rescued from Egypt, had to build a beautiful TENT so that GOD could share life with them, Lev 26:11-12. God the Son came to PITCH HIS TENT among us, Jn 1:14. Here it seems that the BRIDE/ CITY, is God's TABERNACLE among men, in relation to the Millennial Kingdom, OR the renewed Earth that follows. ETERNALLY God fellowships with His people - WHO LIVE THEIR OWN LIVES AROUND HIM, centred on Him as their GOD - not just Saviour, Friend, Bridegroom, Master. God's primary  desires is for FELLOWSHIP - sharing life with us - not our work as servants etc. HEAVEN for us is living in close happy fellowship with God. It has started already, Jn 15/7-17, Jude 24-25. God is the GOD of His people, but His coming near to them is compassionate as we see from the next symbol.

21:4. TEAR WIPING Symbol- Life is often distressing, and we may face the distress helplessly. As a mother picks up/ comforts a distressed toddler, AND REMOVES WHAT HURT THEM, so God will treat His own. This is not sentimental coddling, purposeless. The EXPRESSIONS of grief/ frustration will cease for ever, because the CAUSES have vanished. Already we have free access to the "Throne of Grace," Heb 4:16, and assurance that He cares, Lk 12:6-8.

21:5-6. THRONE DECREE Symbol- Ch. 5 & 6. He has only to SAY SO, and it HAPPENS. Cp Heb 13: 5-6.

THE A - Z Symbol- He is all the letters of the alphabet that form all the words, and the beginning and the ending of all that happens. Satan's rebellion, and man's sin in joining it, are temporary distractions. His will prevails, the only limitation possible is that His actions are directed by, and limited by His own Character, of Holy, Righteous, Love. His statements are TRUSTWORTHY, and TRUE- Alethes- Nothing hidden/ forgotten. Let's "Trust and Obey."

THIRST Symbol- All His people NEED/ DESIRE is theirs for the taking, for ever. Such generosity on earth may be self-defeating, as recipients become lazy/ shiftless, not valuing what costs them nothing. The balancing symbol follows- their blessedness demanded decision, commitment, effort, to be Overcomers. Cp Jn 4:14; 6:35.

21:7. OVERCOMER Symbol- As in Chapter 2 & 3. INHERITOR Symbol- While God GIVES everything, His giving doesn't pauperise/ debase, give room for trying to do a "deal," with God, or boast of what we have EARNED. Those who receive what God gives responded to the CHALLENGE TO BECOME HIS SONS, and inherit all by right of SONSHIP/ enjoy it as sons, Rom 8:12-23.

21:8. OTHER/UGLY OPTION symbol- The RIGHT to CHOOSE/REFUSE the Blessings God has provided/ offered freely in Christ - and to accept the consequences, is part of being HUMAN. God gave the privilege of this God-likeness to mankind, Gen 1:27-28. Even when man chooses to use this God-given "Freewill," against God, and his own good, God never takes back what He has given, Rom 11:29. The LORD JESUS in Mt 22:1-14 describes Heaven as a wedding to which all - GOOD or BAD - are invited, in fact urged to attend. MANY MISSED OUT- too busy doing their own thing to come - or, resenting the invitation they beat up the inviters, or, proudly refused the "wedding garment," God provided. Mt 22:2-14. These people miss out because they were:

COWARDLY- The fear of what it will cost us to do what our conscience knows we should. They knew what they OUGHT TO DO, but took the easy way, and drifted comfortably with the crowd. As it has been well said "Friends may laugh you into Hell, but they can't laugh you out again."

UNBELIEVING- Literally DISbelieving, NOT believing, REFUSING TO BELIEVE until direct proof is given to them personally. It is used of the persistent refusal of the Disciples, especially Thomas, to believe the news that Christ had risen, John 20:27 etc. It is an active state rather than accidental. Those who say that they CAN'T believe are like us as children telling our parents we CAN'T do what they request, and meaning "I don't want to."

    Their response to the Gospel is "If Jesus shows Himself to me I'll trust Him." Or, "I CAN'T believe, I wish I had your FAITH." Don't sympathise - God who knows them says in Rom 10:21, He stretched out His arms to welcome them all day and they responded with INSOLENT CONTRADICTION. By refusing to come on His terms, they are, PERSONALLY, CRUCIFYING CHRIST again, Heb 6:6. That's quite natural. You see when the crunch comes, it is HIM, or ME, for the Cross.

CHRIST AND THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT HIM IS TRUSTWORTHY, BUT THEY WOULD NOT TRUST HIM. I have an Atheist friend who says "I CAN'T believe in God. My Physics teacher in 4th Form proved that Science explained everything, and there is no God." I have told him that a Panel from the Physics Dept. at Ilam University here, when asked such a question some years back, all agreed that their studies showed such order and complexity that there must be a MIND behind it. The Prof. said "NATURE." The other three said "GOD," and two of them "The GOD OF THE BIBLE." Does my friend say "GOOD, NOW I CAN believe in God"? No, his preferred "expert" is the young High School teacher, though he remembers nothing of the "proof."

VILE- filthy, disgusting, stinking. Some people are dirty-minded, and foul-tongued. Heaven isn't their scene. They prefer to be comfortably dirty, and to foul up their life and that of others.

MURDERERS.. SEXUALLY IMMORAL- They insist on their right to do what they like with others, with no commitment to their welfare.

PRACTICE MAGIC ARTS- Pharmakos- our word Pharmacy! Magic that includes drugs, spells, etc. In our "Rainbow-coloured new Age," the same old nonsense of Guiding spirits, Auras, Crystals, Horoscopes, etc. are still cheap alternatives to knowing God, and His will. It's BIG BUSINESS. The 1984 FRENCH tax returns listed 50,000 people as "Fortune Tellers," and their declared incomes averaged $100,000. Drugs, whether Valium, alcohol, marijuana, heroin, L.S.D. or whatever are short cuts to banishing painful reality, and experiencing a short cut to a sort of "Heaven," that turns out to be a hell. We need to use even legal drugs cautiously. A couple of disprin will lift my "spiritual depression" at times, usefully, but mustn't be an alternative to getting my conscience clear before God!

IDOLATERS- Who treat something, usually themselves, as more important than God. They put satisfying their desires- self-righteous, or self-indulgent, before pleasing God. Whether GOOD or BAD people, they live independently. God, if they think of Him, is not central to their thoughts, goals, and actions.

LIARS- They live in a TINSEL world of COMFORTABLE PRETENDING, rather than face the hard facts of UNCOMFORTABLE TRUTH. 22:15 says they do it deliberately. Equally the DECEIVERS, those who lie to others, and in doing so exploit them.

THEIR PLACE- the place which they have made their own. The place where their chosen attitudes and actions belong, and will be put when God tidies up the Universe. (The RUBBISH DUMP FIRE Symbol- Mt 5:22, etc. HELL- Gehenna- A valley below Jerusalem where all the city refuse was dumped, and burnt, and where idolaters had once burnt their children as sacrifices, 2 Ki 23:10.)

SULPHUR FIRE Symbol. SULPHUR- Theoin- (Theos= God) Originally meant fire from heaven. The sulphurous smell left where lightning has struck passed the name on to Sulphur. Lightning strike, mysterious and uncontrollable, was naturally seen as "An act of God." Gen 19 records that when two angels visited the city of Sodom, the inhabitants wanted to sodomise them. God destroyed the city with such "Fire from heaven," so it became a symbol of God's final judgment. The PHYSICAL event, experienced IN TIME - at Sodom - became a picture of a SPIRITUAL state, experienced IN ETERNITY.

SECOND DEATH Symbol- Natural death is the end of all the joys of living, and separation from life and loved ones. So death is used as a symbol of separation from God, and inability to live in fellowship with Him. All of us are born into this state, but it is not yet irreversible. Eph 2:1 says we all used to be DEAD in sins, controlled by selfish desires, but now by Grace, and Faith in Christ, He has raised some of us from the Dead, into eternal life.

Those who refuse this, remain eternally in this state- the SECOND/ FINAL separation from God, all that is good, and I believe, all but self.

People have a problem, they ask  - 

HOW COULD A GOD OF LOVE SEND ANYONE TO HELL? 

They wouldn't want anyone to go there. They may say "If we believed there is a Hell, we'd do anything to stop anyone from going there." Would they? Like telling friends and neighbours that the Son of God loved them and died for them as the Lamb of God to take away their sins, and that they will face Him one day to explain what they did about it. Don't we find it easier to either refuse to believe in Hell, or to pay someone else to tell them?

Here is the response to an attempt of mine: "Oh I 'm interested in ALL religions, I take the best bits - the bits I like - out of them all."

When told he was making himself "GOD" - The one who decides which ideas are the best, he said "Well everyone does that - You Christians pick and choose from the Bible what you like to believe and you preach it!"

We dare not do that. I once tried to convince myself that Hell wasn't endless - wanting an excuse for not witnessing to Christ. One phrase blocked me - those in Hell "Gnash their teeth" against GOD - still hating Him, and GOODNESS, and HEAVEN, Mt 8:12, etc. They would not accept Heaven if it was offered to them. IT HAS BEEN offered in Christ, and THEY HAVE REFUSED HIM AND HEAVEN, Jn 3:16-21. Everyone who has heard the Gospel must face the truth of Heb 10:26-31. 

If they try to evade the point by asking about the unevangelised heathen we must reply "That's GOD's business- YOUR business is to be converted and go out to them with the Good News of Salvation."

A friend of mine shared the Gospel with a fellow-teacher who was going through a miserable time and felt some need of God's help. He was told that we've all sinned and come short of the Glory of God, but FORGIVENESS AND ETERNAL LIFE IN CHRIST ARE FREE FOR THE TAKING. When this man suddenly realised this wonderful truth, his response was "YOU MEAN TO SAY I'VE GOT TO STAND ALONGSIDE THE IGNORANT AND THE CRIMINAL, AND TAKE IT AS A FREE GIFT AS THEY DO? - I'D SOONER GO TO HELL!    He hasn't changed his mind as far as I know.

There's a story that years ago in Germany, an influential man hearing that a boyhood friend had been condemned to death as a murderer, obtained a pardon from the King. When he visited the prisoner he first asked "What would you do if you escaped from this prison?" The reply? "MURDER the witness who told on me, and the Judge who condemned me!" Was his friend wrong in destroying the pardon?

You see         GOD HAS A PROBLEM.

HE KNOWS EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS AND WHY PEOPLE DID IT. He can't ignore it. He knows, and feels every JOY and GRIEF of the Universe - it, and we exist in Him, Col 1:17.

HE IS ALL POWERFUL, AND RESPONSIBLE. He can't shrug His shoulders, and say "Not my business, I can't do anything about it."

HE IS LIGHT, TRUTH, HOLY and RIGHTEOUS- He can't cheat, and change the rules. He can't offer Gold medals for winners, and then give them to everyone, including those who didn't train, or even enter. He can't give men the FREEDOM TO CHOOSE, and then forgive those who won't admit they have done wrong, wash those who say they are clean enough, and welcome to heaven those who refuse to come.

"The gifts and calling of God are IRREVOCABLE," Rom 11:29. The gift to Angels and men of SPIRITUAL BEING, is irreversible - annihilating them isn't an option. In creating mankind, God judged that the blessedness, joy and glory shared with the believers in Heaven, outweighed the mutual frustration and grief to Himself, and to them, of those who would by refusing that joy, fit themselves for hell, Rom 9:19-23, and He paid the price, Jn 3:16; 1 Pet 1:18-21; Mt 27:45-6; 1 Pet 2:24; 2 Cor 5:21. Against any natural instinct of ours, the Cross testifies that what God has done, He has done in LOVE for mankind - and it puts an awesome responsibility on us all.

The Glorious/ Terrible God-like responsibility of making a creative decision - to co-operate with the Creator/ Redeemer, OR acting as if we were our own "God," shut out Him, and Good/ Light/ Joy, for ever.

He has given US freedom to choose CHRIST, or INDEPENDENCE. He honours our choice. His intervention is limited to Sovereign grace, that steps in to save those who do not deserve it, and who LET HIM DO SO. He wants all men to be saved, 1 Tim 2:4, and is slow to accept refusal, even though men despise and mock Him for His patience. He is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, 2 Pet 3:3-9. He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, and pleads with them to turn and live, Ezek 18:31-32; 33:11.

HE IS LOVE, and He has acted sacrificially in LOVE consistently with His Knowledge/ Wisdom, Holiness/ Truth/ Righteousness, etc.

HIS ACTION AND HUMAN RESPONSES- "God so loved the World, that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, should not perish, but have eternal life," but many prefer the freedom of action of staying in the dark, John 3:16-20.

HIS ATTITUDE TO THOSE WHO WOULD NOT ACCEPT HIM AND HIS SALVATION- Looking over those determined to crucify Him, He wept saying "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, You murder the messengers God sends you. How often I've wanted to gather you to me as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, AND YOU REFUSED. You will have to be left as master in your own house- a desolate ruin."

It is the responsibility of every Christian to witness to Christ and His Gospel, but people may still refuse, and God can do no more for them Heb 10:26-31. God is reluctant to take NO for an answer, and He waits patiently knocking as in Rev 3:20.

GOD is not a MAGICIAN turning black into white, or YES into NO, by trickery, nor an Ogre forcing those at his mercy to pretend to change, nor a POLITICIAN offering to double the benefits and halve the taxation! PREACHERS WITH THAT KIND OF MESSAGE ARE POPULAR. He acts as a good Father, setting His adult son/ daughter free, even if they are determined to destroy themselves, but patiently hoping, while life lasts, to welcome them back home, as pictured in Lk 15.

God deals with the REAL WORLD, and in the real world, there are "men" who when they see a pretty girl, want to rape her, even if she is only a five year old. They see someone not as strong as themselves, so they beat them up - even if it is their wife. They see that someone has better things than they have so they steal them, or smash them, or scribble on them. If someone is praised, they insist on pointing out anything against them - or against their background.

I'm not just talking about CRIMINALS- all of us know about jealousy, pride, cruelty, spite, exploitation and intimidation. A BURGLAR once said to me "We stole $600 from a house. Next day's paper said it was $2000. By claiming that as a loss he was stealing more than twice as much as we did.

One day as I walked out to get the mail I saw a lovely little four year old girl stoop over my crocuses, then run laughing to catch up to her brother - HOW CHARMING! Except when I got there I found she'd pulled the flowers to pieces. That little sweetie was a SINNER like the rest of us. She looked Heavenly, but she wouldn't fit in there without being changed. WHEN TWO ANGELS CAME TO SODOM - how did the men react? They wanted to rape them. God destroyed the city with fire - As we do with a farm infected with foot and mouth disease - kill every animal, heap them up and burn to ashes in order to stop the infection spreading.

Hell isn't something DONE to people, it's what they've MADE THEMSELVES TO BE BY THEIR CHOICES. The alternative to having our homes fouled up, is to have a place reserved for what would foul up our homes. As noted already God has such a place - Hell/ Gehenna, named after the Jerusalem Rubbish Dump. He's done all He can to stop anyone ending up there, and those who are there, have chosen that in preference to being with Him. It's impossible to be independent - the centre of one's own universe - and to enjoy God's presence. And HEAVEN is precisely the experience of God's immediate presence.

A story to the point is of two girls who'd been hiking in the Lakes District, England, and boarded a train hired to take folk returning from Keswick Convention. In carriage after carriage they found people singing choruses, chatting about the Bible, Christian living etc, until reaching the last, one burst out in exasperation "It's just too bad, we can't get away from these religious people anywhere on this train!" An older man said quietly "Excuse me, but do you hope to go to Heaven?" "Certainly," the answer was snapped back. "But how can you hope to endure it, when a few hours with God's people here on earth is so distressing to you?" was the man's reply.

Years ago, a Watchman at a Rail bridge in the UK was too drunk to bother to keep check on the bridge, and remained unaware when it collapsed in a storm. Because he let an express train pass unwarned to crash into the sea, he was sentenced to prison. But, someone commented, what did prison matter? The thought "I DID THAT, that is HELL." To look at the Lamb of God and to know what He did for men, will be HEAVEN to those who received Him, HELL to those who did not, 5:8-10; 6:15-17.

For a pre-view of Hell - look at a drug-addict who refuses any rehabilitation programme, saying "It's my life, I'll do what I like with it!" Whatever EXCUSES compassion may offer, the basic facts remain:




1. At some point for some reason, he CHOSE TO START ON THE DRUG.




2. At some point he found THAT HE COULD NOT STOP WITHOUT HELP.




3. He REFUSED THE HELP OFFERED.

All sin, even proud/ noble sin, beautiful/ seductive sin, comforting/ soothing sin, defiles, destroys, and makes boring all it touches. Caterpillars may love/ enjoy roses, but they turn them into caterpillar dung.

We know that it's better to have a limb amputated than to ignore the cancer in it. The Lord in Mk 9:42-48 says the same about the maggot of sin. Translated literally it says that in Gehenna/ Hell, apart from the FIRE which prevents the spread of infection, THEIR OWN MAGGOT will never die - the desire to continue to sin will consume them, unsatisfied, as forever there will be nobody for them to bully, exploit, terrify, rape, seduce, or sneer at.

Faced with the horror of knowing a little of all that, we needn't pray "Lord have Mercy on them." His infinite Mercy has done, is doing, and will continue to do, all that Infinite Wisdom, Power, Love, Righteousness, and Holiness can do. Our prayer must be "Lord, although it distresses me to face the facts, help me to be willing to share your distress, and active mercy, by caring for, praying for, and finding ways to help and witness to those around me."

21:9-10. AN ANGEL, displays the CITY/ BRIDE to John. "COME," is an order. HIGH MOUNTAIN VIEW Symbol- Elevation, distance, and clear mountain air, enable us to have an impressive panoramic view - to see things as a whole. By the Spirit, John is given the spiritual equivalent of this.

21:11. RADIANT JEWEL GLORY OF GOD Symbol- as in Rev 4:3- See notes there. INCORRUPTIBLE, PRECIOUS, BEAUTIFUL, BRIGHT.

21:12-13. WALLS Symbol- Homes/ Cities have walls - Comfort, companionship, and security within, that which is alien and undesirable is kept outside. These walls are GREAT and HIGH, beyond all challenge.

GATE Symbol- Ordained access with security.

TWELVE GATES Symbol- Three in each of the four directions symbolising fully adequate access for all comers, from anywhere.

TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL GATES Symbol- Indicating that ALL the people of God, varying in spiritual ancestry/ associations, have access by a gate that's specifically theirs. And/ or that in God's purposes they are intended to be MEANS OF ACCESS to God and His Blessings. These final chapters have a relevance to God's people in all ages, not merely our specific interest - the Church. The association of the twelve tribes with the gates, may mean that the Jewish Saints of the Millennial Kingdom are free to enter and leave the city.

EAST, NORTH, SOUTH, WEST Symbol- As the twelve tribes pitched their tents around the Tabernacle in the Wilderness Num. 2 & 3.

GATE GUARD Symbol- An Angel on duty at each gate, indicating superhuman security. Access is controlled by those in total awareness of and obedience to God, undistracted by human emotions or weakness.

21:14 & 19. WALL FOUNDATION Symbol- The proudest buildings of the time had foundations of great blocks of stone, weighing many tons, as Herod's temple foundations seen at the "Wailing Wall," Jerusalem. In Heaven they are PRECIOUS JEWEL STONES. Their hardness and pollution-resistant durability would make them functionally ideal as defensive foundations, as their beauty would make them impressive - symbols of a spiritual reality.

TWELVE APOSTLES FOUNDATION Symbol- Their testimony to their Lord is the foundation of the church, in all ages, Eph 2:20. They will also function as Judges in relation to Israel, Mt 19:28. The Lord selected and combined their personalities to be effective for His purposes. God is the source of the distinctive individuality of each of us, and He has formed us Believers, and placed us in relation to each other for the blessing of the Body of Christ as a whole, 1 Cor 12.

21:15-16. DESIGN PROVED BY MEASUREMENT Symbol- That a building, city etc. is a product of planned design can usually be seen at a glance. But some natural features seen from only one angle can appear to be the product of human effort. Measuring all its dimensions proves the FACT of the design, and the NATURE of it.

PERFECT SQUARED Symbol- All God does is perfectly balanced, fair, and harmonious. This may describe a cube - the Holy of Holies was a cube, but I can't visualise the City as a cube. A pyramid rising in tiers to a summit as high as the city is square fits a visible main street as an ascending approach to God, and a river flowing down from the throne. But each symbol represents a different aspect of the reality of a whole that's vast, complex, glorious, joyful, beautiful, and holy beyond the imagination of our petty minds.

VASTNESS Symbol- It would more than cover the space between New Zealand and Australia- abundant provision of living space of Jn 14:1-3. And it would tower 270x higher than the highest mountain in the world.

21:17. HIGH CITY WALL Symbol- Height, and solid foundations= security.

21:18. CITY GOLD/GLASS Symbol- Both Gold, and Glass are relatively incorruptible, and easily cleansed. Gold is also precious. Both are described as being PURE/ CLEAN/ CLEAR/ TRANSPARENT. The impression is of a city without the pollution and grubbiness of earthly cities.

21:21. PEARL GATE Symbol- Everything in God's order is totally useful, but also totally, and distinctively BEAUTIFUL. As pearls are formed around an irritant, it may symbolise access provided at the cost of Christ's suffering. Certainly the cost of our access to God is beyond calculation, Heb 10:19-20, as a pearl that SIZE would be.

STREETS GOLD/GLASS Symbol- Streets provide access, again incorruptible beauty, as well as utility. You and I are providing the material for God's temple of worship and witness here on earth, 1 Cor 3:9-17. God's PEOPLE are jewels in Mal 3:17.

21:22. NO TEMPLE SYMBOL- NO sacred/ secular division for its residents, Zech 14:20-21. No need to "Go to church." All life lived in direct fellowship with GOD ALMIGHTY- Pantokrator- All-powerful/ all-completing, and the LAMB. We already live and worship "IN CHRIST."

21:23. NO SUN/MOON Symbol- The Glory of the LORD is its LIFE-GIVING/ LIFE-DIRECTING LIGHT, the SUN, in its sky. The LAMB its homely household LAMP. God already shines on us everything that is good in life for our enjoyment, Jas 1:17; 1 Tim 6:17.

21:24. IMPERIAL CAPITAL CITY Symbol 1. LIGHT- Ideally the light of its LAWS shines from an Imperial Capital, out over its Empire. This will be a reality in the promised Kingdom, Isa 2:2-5.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT Symbol- NATIONS. (RT adds OF THE SAVED, but that's implicit.) WALK - walk about, function, live their lives a step at a time. BY ITS LIGHT- To walk in the Light involves seeing/ being seen and so having fellowship, as in 1 Jn 1:7. In some sense this Bride-City is on earth revealing God/ His will to the nations. They respond by contributing the best of what God blesses them with. We can already WALK IN THE LIGHT, following the LIGHT OF THE WORLD, Jn 8:12; 1 Jn 1:7.

IMPERIAL CAPITAL CITY Symbol 2. TREASURE HOUSE- A  capital city received the natural and art TREASURES of the Nation, the most gifted people, etc. An Imperial Capital City such as Rome received the tributes and treasure brought to it by the Kings and Rulers of all its Nations, as thanks for the "LIGHT" its Laws and order provided. This CITY receives and displays the BEST of all that's available in any nation, brought as a tribute and thank-offering, as Jerusalem does in Isa 60:5-12, etc. There, they do so under threat. Here, all is an offering of thanks and Praise. It's like that for us already, Heb 13:14-16.

Combining the symbol of God as the SUN radiating all blessings on His people, and the symbol of a Capital City to which all that is glorious and honourable is brought, we have a symbol of the city providing the highest satisfaction of the highest joys.

God as Creator set up this world with a wide range of blessedness for us to experience, giving us richly all things for our enjoyment, 1 Tim 6:17. In spite of man's rebellion, we experience at least brief, shadowy glimpses, of beauty, and love, and joy, and triumph, that make us hold our breath in awe, or walk on air!

Our mind says "It's too good to be true." Our heart says "It's too good to be FALSE!" And our heart is right. But our mind is right when it says "It's too good to last." In this world, it cannot, and doesn't. The wonder of falling in love doesn't happen every day - and loss of independence, exercising patience, and paying off mortgages, are needed to make its dreams come true. The wonder of conceiving a child by expressing love to each other, involves morning-sickness, nappies, teething, and tantrums - two-year-old, and adolescent ones. Feasts, and concerts, can't last forever, and feet ache in Art Galleries, and so on - IT IS ALL SO MIXED, FRAGILE, FLEETING.

Our highest/ best experiences in this life are brief, shadowy glimpses/ hints of what is solid, pure, and eternal there. In the Glory the joys, imaginable or unimaginable, are SHINING OUT FROM GOD, AND ARE WELCOMED JOYFULLY BY US, we having been fitted to enjoy them direct from His hand.

But best of all WE OURSELVES ARE PART OF IT - PART OF THE BRIDE of the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us," Gal 2:20. All else will be background only to the wonder of being with Him.

"The Bride eyes not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom's face;

I will not gaze at Glory, but on my King of grace;

Not at the Crown He giveth, but on His pierced hands;

The LAMB is all the glory, in Immanuel's land."

21:25. GATES NEVER SHUT Symbol- No threat of attack.

NO NIGHT- Symbol- No darkness, deceit, evil, possible- no rest needed.

21:27. ABSOLUTE SECURITY SYMBOL- There's no place there for those who in this life chose to remain defilers- wilful rebels independent of God, using His gifts outside His will. Refusing to be enrolled as His people, by the Lamb.

CHAPTER 22

22:1-2  What's it like to live there?            It's LIFE!
22:1. WATER OF LIFE Symbol- A whole RIVER of it pours from His THRONE, matching the Life-giving SUNSHINE of His presence, and flows sparkling through the city. No Bible Land had TOO MUCH WATER. In Egypt and Mesopotamia rivers turned the desert into fertile land. See Ezek 47:1-12.

Just as a RIVER flowed through the Garden of Eden, so here, free for everyone, an abundant, inexhaustible, thirst-quenching, life-giving flow comes direct from the Sovereign throne of God, and the Redeeming Lamb. (It may also be a symbol of the Holy Spirit and His work, reaching out in blessing, as in the last phrase of 5:6.) The Paradise of Eden is far behind us, but Heaven, "The Paradise of God," Rev 2:7 may be ours at any moment - but it may not. Meanwhile, as promised to the woman at the well, Christ is in us by FAITH, "A well of water springing up into everlasting life," and we have our part to play in reaching out to others with the offer of the "Water of Life" - there are rivers of it available, Jn 7:38.

22:2. TREE OF LIFE Symbol- Central to the garden of Eden, Gen 2:9, giving eternal life, Gen 3:22.

PERPETUAL FRESH-FRUIT-BEARING Symbol- TWELVE MANNER OF FRUITS/ Crops of Fruit- Lit Twelve FRUITS. EVERY MONTH- Probably a different fruit appropriate to each month- symbol of a varied provision. Certainly loaded with a fresh crop of fruit every month symbolising an inexhaustible, ever-renewed supply to meet every hunger. See Ezek 47:12. The Fruit of the Spirit is ours already to produce and share - Love, Joy, Peace, etc. Automatic and UNRATIONED there, costly here.

HEALING LEAVES Symbol- The Tree of Life has enough leaves to cure whatever is wrong with WHOLE NATIONS, and enough leaves left for the tree to flourish and produce a fresh crop of fruit every month. See Ezek 47:1-12.

CENTRALITY/AVAILABILITY Symbol- The River of the water of Life, is central to the tree of life which grows on both banks. The River is central to the Street on which men walk. That which flows out from the throne of God is CENTRAL to all, and EQUALLY AVAILABLE to all, on either side of the Street. Here and now the LORD Jesus Christ is central. Individually - His indwelling Spirit marks us, Rom 8:9. Collectively - when believers meet for witness, work, or worship, He is in our midst, Matt 18:20.

22:3-5 What will people DO there?

WALK IN LIGHT, IN FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.  SERVE HIM.

GAZE ON HIM. BE OBVIOUSLY HIS, REIGN WITH HIM

22:3. NO CURSE Symbol- Katanathema- Cursed thing. LXX Cherem- "That which is FORBIDDEN BY GOD," because it's bad for people, or because it's reserved for/ DEDICATED to God, Josh 6:18-19; Ex 30:23-38. The "Tree of the knowledge of Good/ Evil, Gen 2:17, was a "FORBIDDEN/ Cursed thing. There's nothing like that - no possibility of temptation/ fall in "The Paradise of God." Opportunities to repeat the bitter folly of unbelief that chooses what God has forbidden, are still ours daily. Let's help each other to grow into rejecting what God rejects.

THRONE OF GOD Symbol- The central feature, as in Chapters 4 and 5. But now around it,  HIS SERVANTS LIVE, SERVE, AND WORSHIP. The throne will be visible Glory then - there will be no virtue in obeying it. Today we have the blessedness of Believing/ Obeying/ Loving/ enjoying fellowship with God, by saying as we make each choice "Not my will - Your WILL be done on earth as in Heaven."

BOND-SLAVES Symbol- The word SERVANTS is Doulos- SLAVES- those born into their Master's household, or purchased by him. In a sense we are both. PURCHASED at the cost of His Precious Blood, 1 Pet 1:18-19. BORN of God - He is the source of our new life, Jn 1:13, "Made partakers of the Divine Nature," 2 Pet 1:4. Yet in a sense we are also "Born into His household," born and nurtured through the work of His household servants, Jn 21:15; 1 Th 5:14, etc.

THE ROYAL SERVICE/WORSHIP Symbol- Heaven will be a place of activity for us, but there is nothing slavish about this service. SERVE- is not Douleuo, the service of a slave - slave-service was often the mechanical drudgery of reluctant, servile fear.

SERVE- Latreuo- To serve God, in love and worship, as in Matt 4:10 "Worship the Lord your God, and SERVE Him only." In Mt 22:37, the Lord sums it up as "LOVE God totally, and your neighbour as you love yourself." So, it is a service of LOVE, and worship, a personal response of our whole being to the love and grace of God. As the word comes from Latris= a hired servant, it means that the work is also purposeful, rewarding, and fulfilling for the servant. Our Lord rewards His servants in Sovereign Grace, Mt 20;1-16. Whether a man works for the Firm, or the wages, makes a lot of difference for both the work, and the worker. Staff loyalty, efficiency, and job satisfaction are rather closely tied.

The modern view fixes its eyes on RIGHTS, REWARDS, the NEED FOR PERSONAL FULFILMENT, etc. Sadly, if we make them our goals - OR health, OR happiness, OR Saintliness - we make it almost impossible to achieve them. They are the FRUIT/ Spin-off, from being pre-occupied with loving and serving something/ Someone BIGGER, Col 3:23-24. THERE, we'll rejoice in the chance to use our abilities to the full, in an attitude of joyful worship to our God. If we shake off the pre-occupation with our RIGHTS/ Needs, and read Scriptures like Ps 37 often, quite a bit of Heaven will be ours here and now, as we learn to keep our eyes on the Lord's face. Let's help each other to develop a lifestyle that remembers we were bought with a price, responds in HEART-LOVE with WORSHIP/SERVICE, AND FINDS IT REWARDING.

22:4. ACCESS TO THE SOVEREIGN/FACE TO FACE Symbol- In Heaven everyone has the privilege of FIXING THEIR EYES ON HIS FACE- "SEE" means that here. (W E Vine says SEE- Horao- emphasises the direction of the thought to the object "seen." This will transform us then, "We shall be like HIM for we shall SEE HIM as He is," 1 Jn 3:2. There's no need to WAIT for that. 2 Cor 3 says that in the Gospel He has unveiled Himself to every one of us who has turned to Him. As we unveil ourselves to Him - behold/ reflect with OPEN/ unveiled face, hiding nothing from Him - His Spirit transforms us into His likeness with ever-increasing glory.

    In 2 Cor. 4 Paul goes on to say that this responsibility to seek to see Him in His Word, and open all our concerns to Him, is our present work. He never forces Himself and His blessings on anyone, neither can we. God in grace enables us to see the "LIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FACE OF JESUS  CHRIST." In our earthly/ clay body/ nature we have this TREASURE to share with others. Training in counselling, preaching etc, is useful, but the real qualification is given in 2 Cor 1:2-4. To be caring, compassionate, ready to counsel, and comfort those in need IS Christ-like. Thank God for those who have ministered to us like that. But tragically such ministry/ counselling, can become an end in itself, an idol, even a spiritual tragedy - as when Christian compassion moves a man to try to help a girl at work with her marriage problems - and ends up committing adultery with her.

We must fix our eyes on Him and His purposes in all our service here, Heb 12;2-3.

THE BRANDED SLAVE SYMBOL- A slave - usually as punishment for running away - might have his master's name branded on his forehead so everyone knew whose he was. HIS NAME= ALL HE IS KNOWN TO BE, and that we are His property. We'll be proud of that. See Rev 7:3. In Jer 3:3 and Ezek 3:8, 9, FOREHEAD is used to mean the way people presented themselves to other people. The Lord's reputation in the world depends on how we are seen to behave- rather as the behaviour of children in school uniforms establishes the reputation of their schools. We can only grow up together in visible CHRIST-LIKENESS if we take the risk of open communication-Speaking the TRUTH, to each other, and about each other, face to face, in LOVE.

22:5. NO DARKNESS Symbol- Those who live in God's Light know what they are doing, where they are going, and how they are getting on. GOD GIVES LIGHT- As used by the eye, and beyond that, light as reaching the mind, eg "BRING TO LIGHT, what is hidden in darkness, and expose men's motives," 1 Cor 4:5; "BRING life and immortality to LIGHT by the Gospel" 2 Tim 1:10. ENLIGHTEN, Eph 1:18; Heb 6:4. Growing up in Christ depends on sharing the knowledge of His will.

NO CANDLE/Lamp NO SUN Symbol- We'll be in direct fellowship/ dependence on God for "Light." God put the SUN in the sky for us here. There, He IS the sun. Men make candles/ household lamps for themselves out of what He has provided in Creation -There, the Lamb is our household lamp, 21:23. So illumination for public life and needs, and equally for private personal life and needs, comes to us in total adequacy direct from God Himself. We must seek, display, and walk in the Light- publicly/ privately.

REIGNING MONARCH Symbol- Each will enjoy a KING-LIKE freedom of action, within a sphere of responsibility, under the KING of kings, in fellowship with Him, and in the LIGHT and understanding He gives.

FOR EVER AND EVER- To the Ages of the Ages- the sum total of all ages. Rom 5:17 sums up our not staying unstable children but growing up into Christ, as "Having received by Grace the gift of righteousness we are to REIGN IN LIFE by Jesus Christ."

22:6-9. From Symbols we turn to A STATEMENT/Stated Truth about the book as a whole, and this last section in particular

22:6. THESE WORDS- Logos- Messages ARE FAITHFUL- Pistos, from Peitho= to persuade- Logical, rationally persuasive, adequate grounds for action. AND TRUE- Alethes- Nothing forgotten/ hidden. Totally trustworthy. But those who will not trust them, and hide from their light, are shut out from the good of it all. LORD GOD- Full title, used for solemn emphasis in OT. OF THE PROPHETS- This message is in unity with, and part of, the whole of God's Word, Heb 1:1, etc. [RT] adds HOLY to PROPHETS. [Nes] adds SPIRITS= The Spirit of God gave their spirits God's message, as in 2 Pet 1:21. Whichever is the original here, both are clearly true. The Spirit is the SOURCE of God's written Truth, Holiness the EFFECT.

SENT HIS ANGEL- Angelos- Messenger, as in 1:1.  THE THINGS WHICH MUST- Because God is who and what He is, His Universe what He made it, and satanic and human action is what it is, God must intervene in this way. See 4:1. SHORTLY BE DONE- The action cannot be delayed indefinitely. God, the unseen Reality is perfectly ready to act - Christ manifested/ crucified, proclaimed is God's last message to mankind, and He may burst upon the world at any moment. When God acts it will be with lightning swiftness. This book concludes as it began.

22:7. BEHOLD I COME QUICKLY- Instantly, swiftly- as in 3:11.

BLESSED IS THE ONE- As in 1:3, but reading and hearing omitted here. KEEPS- Holds on to, values, lives by them- and here they are called SAYINGS- Logos, rather than WRITINGS.

22:8-9. JOHN HEARD, AND SAW, FELL DOWN TO WORSHIP- as elders did before the throne of God in 4:10; 5:8 etc. Forbidden.

FELLOW SERVANT WITH- Sundoulos- The property of the same owner, and sharing the same purposes - His. So they should not be considered apart from the Master, but valued as fellow-workers. AND OF THY BRETHREN THE PROPHETS- Those who, like John, spoke God's Word.

THEM WHICH KEEP- Tereo- Hold on to, value, live by, as in 22:7. THE SAYINGS- Logos. WORSHIP GOD- Not His Messengers, angelic, or human. Value them as fellow-servants, but keep your eye on God. WE ARE ANSWERABLE TO HIS WORD, to Study it, learn His will from it, do His will as we learn it. ALL, IN HIS LOVE AND FELLOWSHIP. It's His verdict, given in His Word, that matters, not the verdict of men. It's the Word of God that they brought to us which will give the final verdict on every action of ours or theirs alike, Jn 12:48. John was warned not to worship the Angel. To concentrate our attention on "OUR" favourite expositors, schemes of interpretation, etc. is idolatry- worshipping the creature more than the Creator!

22:10-15. God wants everyone to know that their freedom to choose eternal life and joy may cease at any moment

22:10. DO NOT SEAL- Leave the book and its message open to everyone.

THE TIME/Season IS NEAR- the word suggests immediacy, and urgency - People need to know right away. If anyone is going to do anything about all this NOW IS THE ONLY TIME THEY HAVE IN WHICH TO DO IT. It's always true that action about anything is possible only AT THE TIME THEN PRESENT, NOW, or at some future NOW if it comes, giving us further chances. "Now is the accepted . time.."  "Today if..." 2 Cor 6:1-2; Heb 4:7.

22:11. LET HIM- God has been revealing the eternal consequences of men's choosing/ refusing Christ as Saviour, but their FREEDOM to choose is absolute. What they choose to be/ do NOW will be theirs FOR EVER. They remain totally free to continue to do what they choose to do, UNTIL HIS INSTANTANEOUS COMING WILL FREEZE ALL ACTIONS INSTANTLY - as a Camera shot does. As the Lord in love said to Judas NOW IS THE TIME TO DO WHAT YOU HAVE DECIDED TO DO, Jn 13:27.

IS UNJUST/Does wrong- Adikeo- To do what is not in conformity with what is right. Literally The acting unjustly, let him act unjustly. FILTHY/Vile- The consequence of wrongdoing. Anyone straying from the right road of God's will is likely to land in the dirt. A related word is used in Jas 1:21 "Get rid of all MORAL FILTH.." BE FILTHY- Literally The filthy one let him act filthily.

These words are used only 5 times in the NT - FILTHINESS is peripheral in the Bible, and should be in preaching. Sadly it's central in the modern Media - "There's money in DIRT," in the entertainment world. Some popular preachers also spend too much time talking about filth - in preaching AGAINST it they advertise it. We're commanded to preach CHRIST and the Gospel, and direct our attention to good things, Phil 2:15-16; 4:8-9.

HE WHO IS RIGHTEOUS/Him who does right- Dikaios- Just, without partiality or prejudice. First used of those who followed the Dike= custom, right, rule, in regard to their duties towards gods and men- so rightwise/ righteous. LET HIM BE RIGHTEOUS/Continue to do right-  What we ARE, and what we DO, go together. Rom 4 does not contradict this - "God credits RIGHTEOUSNESS" without works to those who trust in/ trust themselves to CHRIST. Faith REPLACING law, makes people righteous before God and RESULTS IN increasingly righteous living, Rom 8:2-9.

HE THAT/Him who IS HOLY- Doing what is right in the sight of God, produces a life set apart to please. and fellowship with, Him. LET HIM BE HOLY STILL/Continue to be holy- Life's options - BE/DO what is RIGHT and HOLY versus what is WRONG, and DEFILING. In each case the present participle indicating what people are choosing to do now, is followed by the Aorist tense indicating that whatever it is it will become their eternal state.

22:12. BEHOLD I COME QUICKLY/I am coming soon- Or, swiftly. MY REWARD IS WITH ME TO/And I will GIVE to EVERY MAN ACCORDING AS HIS WORK SHALL BE/ What he has done- Whatever they have paid into their account in their dealings with Him, He as a good steward/ trustee will return to them. Each receives his own property - a thought which pleased Paul, 2 Tim 1:12. GIVE here is Apodidomi- To give or pay back- Apo= back, Didomi= To give.

22:13. ALPHA AND OMEGA- 1:8, 11. FIRST AND LAST- 1:17. BEGINNING & ENDING- 21:6. The Giver/ source of everything, and the One to whom it must return. The One to whom all must give account for the use they have made of what He has given, including His redeeming Sacrifice.

14. BLESSED DO COMMANDMENTS- [RT]/ KJV, Wash their Robes- [Nes]/ NIV. Doing Commandments, and Washing Robes/ walking in white, are both features of this book. The earlier text is concerned with responding to the Gospel. The later text takes the lower ground of simply doing what God says, in general. Sadly the Church did turn from Grace and Salvation by Faith, to a pre-occupation with WORKS, as the Galatians did. The [RT] may reflect this, Jn 6:28-29, is relevant. ROBES- a long stately garment as supplied to the returned Prodigal, Lk 15;22, or the holy garments of the priests, in Old Testament.

THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE RIGHT- Exousia, Rightful power, authority. Those who receive Christ have and exercise this RIGHT to have access to the Tree of Life as the children of God, Jn 1:12. All Exousia is Christ's - so the great commission is given in Mt 28:18. TREE OF LIFE- ENTER THE GATES- Symbols of Eternal Life, and access to God and all the blessings He has provided. People CHOOSE all this HAPPINESS, when they CHOOSE TO LET THE LAMB OF GOD TAKE THEIR SIN AWAY, and wash them clean.

If they CHOOSE TO REMAIN IN REBELLIOUS PRIDE AND INDEPENDENCE-perverting God's gifts including Freewill, to use it against Him, MAKING THEMSELVES THE CENTRE OF THEIR OWN UNIVERSE - an idol god, THEY SHUT THEMSELVES OUT FOREVER.

22:15. WITHOUT/Outside.. The DOGS- Stray, street Jackal/ dogs. Symbol of Impudence to the Greeks, ceremonial uncleanness to the Jews, Mt 7:6; Phil 3:2; 2 Pet 2:22. No UNCLEAN PEOPLE allowed in to foul up the city and spoil life for others. SORCERERS/Those who practise magic arts. WHOREMONGERS/ The sexually immoral, The MURDERERS AND The IDOLATERS,

AND WHOSOEVER/Everyone who LOVETH/Loves- Phileo- Chooses as his FRIEND, AND MAKETH/Practices A LIE/Falsehood- The list is very similar to 21:8, but with greater emphasis on lies/ deceit. ALL forms of sin are LIES - Satan's fakes and frauds, cheap imitations of/ substitutes for, the truth and good that God has given. And there is a great deal of deceit involved in sinning - people fool others, and even themselves, but God is never fooled, and the consequences of any sin is inescapable, Gal 6:7-10. 

Maybe evasions, diplomatic euphemisms, and half truths cover some of the harsh realities of this world- no need for them there. Those who use them here, even for the best of reasons, are on slippery ground. To learn to LOVE/ enjoy lying for any reason is a mark of Hell, not Heaven.

22: 16-21. The FINAL INVITATION and the final WARNING

22:16. I JESUS HAVE SENT MINE ANGEL- Our Lord is personally involved. TO TESTIFY/Give this testimony- Martureo- UNTO YOU- Plural. THESE THINGS IN/For- Epi= Upon, over. Perhaps a reminder that the message isn't just suggesting options, but is AUTHORITATIVE INSTRUCTION/ COMMANDS LAID UPON THE CHURCHES.

CHRIST THE ROOT OF DAVID Symbol- The source from which David sprang, and the Nourisher of all that David did, whether USED to the fulfilment of the Lord's purposes, or ABUSED to please David, to the disgrace of both David and his Lord. See also Rev 5:5.

OFFSPRING OF DAVID Symbol- In His humanity, the Lord Jesus chose to be born from David's descendants, and so establish His right to take up and fulfil the promises made to King David. In a sense, in all His involvement in human lives, He takes up HUMANITY, in the form of human servants. So that Timothy was - in a sense - both a Child/ Son of God, and equally of Paul, through whom God worked, 1 Tim 1:2.

BRIGHT MORNING STAR Symbol- see 2:28. He is already the assurance of the new day. In this dark world, those who respond positively to the Word of God, receive the blessing of Christ as "Daystar," rising IN THEIR HEARTS, 2 Pet 1:19. His coming in His MORNING STAR role to take His Church home, 1 Th 4:14-18, heralds that He will soon appear to those who fear His name in the Kingdom Glory of His Sunrise - as the "Sun of Righteousness," Mal 4:2.

22:17. COME!- is what God the HOLY SPIRIT is saying.

COME!- echoes the CHURCH the BRIDE of CHRIST.

COME!- is what EVERYONE OF US WHO HEAR what God has said, must say.

TO COME is the ANSWER to ALL THE EMPTINESS, the THIRST of EVERYONE. COME AND ACCEPT THE WATER OF LIFE AS A GIFT, FROM THE HANDS OF CHRIST WHO DIED THIRSTY ON CALVARY FOR US, Jn 19:28, being made sin for us in order to take away the sin of the world, 2 Cor 5:21.

WHOSOEVER WILL/Wishes- Thelo- To will, to wish, expressing volition and determination. Lit the one wishing. People CAN desire/ give in to the desire for Christ, and make such a decision.

FREELY- As a gift, 21:6. If you asked a happily married man or woman what their partner cost them, they could truly say "NOTHING - He/ she GAVE HER/HIM SELF to me," or equally "EVERYTHING - It meant MY GIVING MYSELF TO her/ him." So with the Lord and Salvation, and eternal life lived in love together with Him. He offers Himself and His Salvation to ALL as a GIFT, but enjoying that gift is only possible as we GIVE OURSELVES TO HIM IN RETURN.

22:18. FOR I TESTIFY- Martureo- Our Lord speaks as a Witness, who died for the Truth, of which this verse is a part. HEARETH THE WORDS OF THE PROPHECY OF THIS BOOK- As vs 10. This applies specifically to THIS book. But it's a fitting close to the Bible as it's equally true of the Bible as a whole.

IF ANY MAN ADD.. THE LORD SHALL ADD THE PLAGUES- Plege= Stripes/ Blows. PAUL's preaching brought him STRIPES in this world, 2 Cor 6:5. Knowing our Lord's will earns us more STRIPES at His coming if we fail to do it, Lk 12:47-48; and telling others what to do, adds to our accountability, Jas 3:1.

This is no new or obscure doctrine. Those who got HIT in the various punishments that are recorded in this book got HIT because of where they were and what they were doing - simply the law of SOWING and REAPING. We as God's children are not immune to this law. None of us can fool God when we ignore or go against His red lights. If no-one ignored them there would be no crashes at light-controlled intersections. Rarely are we totally innocent when we suffer. If we are, we have the privilege of sharing with Christ who was hated, and suffered without in any way deserving it, so that's fine, 1 Pet 3:14-18.

22:19. AND IF ANY MAN SHALL TAKE AWAY FROM THE WORDS- Logos- Words and the message that they convey. GOD SHALL TAKE AWAY HIS PART OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE- These words are not written to provide us with something to SPECULATE about, but as the strongest possible warning NOT TO DO WHAT THEY FORBID. The more we are enjoying His blessings, the more solemnly we will listen to these words, and seek grace to not fall under their condemnation, Ps 19:12-14.

The warnings may be applied in two ways:

A. Those who reject/ ignore God's Offer of salvation, are lost forever. Being born into this world, they have their name written in God's book of temporary/ Earthly life with its potential for Eternal Life. At death their name is crossed out of one, and the possibility of it being written in the other ceases. (C.S. Lewis commented that all humans were like eggs - they had the potential for fuller/ higher life. But when they refused to "hatch" into it, they merely went rotten, and there was only one thing that could be done with rotten eggs!)

TO TOTALLY IGNORE IS TO HAVE NO PART AT ALL IN THE BLESSINGS OF THE GOSPEL AND HEAVEN.

B. But equally in the measure we Believers ignore God's Word, and fail to respond to it - FAIL TO SOW RIGHTEOUSNESS, FAIL TO SOW FELLOWSHIP WITH THE LORD and HIS PURPOSES, we lose that share of the harvest that could have been ours, and His, to our mutual joy forever. If we refuse His will in anything now, we will deprive ourselves of the capacity to enjoy to the full, the related aspects of life in heaven, 1 Cor 3:12-15; Gal 6:7-9. THIS SPEAKS TO ALL OF US, "THERE REMAINS YET MUCH LAND TO BE POSSESSED," Josh 13:1.

It's DANGEROUS to tamper with what God has written in His Word- any adding, ignoring, watering down, or twisting it is destructive, 2 Pet 3:16. We must take this book, as it is, INCLUDING THE UNCOMFORTABLE TRUTHS, and preach/ practise what it says. God is not interested in "wheeling and dealing," and as His servants we must not pretend to be able to make even little adjustments. GOD IS GOD. THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD. THE LAMB OF GOD HAS TAKEN AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. WE WILL FACE HIM ON HIS THRONE. WE ARE TO LIVE IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT HE COULD COME INSTANTLY, AT ANY MOMENT, and be READY TO SAY AT EVERY MOMENT "COME RIGHT NOW LORD JESUS."

Whether we realise it or not, WE ALL are inclined to REWRITE GOD'S WORD, instinctively, to protect our ego, our money, familiar habits, our church, our culture. God's LAW in the OT was not enough for the Pharisees, They IMPROVED it - it's said that a single copy of the TALMUD applying God's law would be a heavy load for a Donkey!

THE GOSPEL- In the NT was not clear enough for the "Church Fathers," so they added the creeds, and divided the Church. We've all been doing it ever since, in the name of ORTHODOXY, LIBERALISM, LOVE, or whatever, determined that INCONVENIENT VERSES JUST CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO MEAN WHAT THEY SAY. We, each of us need to pray Ps 19:12-14 continually, regarding this tendency to add or subtract from Scripture. Eg. Those protesting loudest at "Modern Versions" for taking away from the Word of God, ADD "INFALLIBLE, KING JAMES VERSION" to the Biblical expression "INSPIRED/ God-Breathed Word."

When the culture around changes, that's where the shoe pinches, or when we meet Christians who interpret their Bible differently from us.

22:20. HE WHICH TESTIFIETH/Who testifies THESE THINGS SAITH/Says SURELY/ Yes, I COME/Am coming QUICKLY/Soon- This urges us to immediate action before the opportunity passes, or before Christ comes. This is still to our gain if we ourselves pass from this scene before He comes.

AMEN, EVEN SO COME LORD JESUS- Is the ready response of the heart and life that is already living in His presence- Already doing all they do- work/ play, relaxation, worship, witness- enthusiastically as to the Lord, to please Him as they would if He was visibly present watching them, Col 3:17; 23-24; 1 Cor 10:31; 2 Cor 5:9.

21. GRACE- Charis- objectively, whatever gives, or occasions pleasure, delight, or causes a favourable regard. Subjectively, on the part of the bestower, the friendly disposition from which the kindly act came. On the part of the receiver, thankfulness etc. The Revelation closes by commending us to GRACE while Grace is still open to us. That GRACE has brought some of us to faith in Christ, and a new life of fellowship with Him which will blossom and bear fruit to its full extent, only in His immediate presence in Glory.

Then, our bodies, natures, instincts, emotions will all have been renewed in His likeness. And the Glories of His Being, and His works of Grace will beat upon all our senses, and there will be nothing to distract us, bewilder us, make us self-conscious or inhibited. We will have been presented faultless before the presence of His Glory, and will spontaneously respond as in Jude 24-5. Meanwhile in this world, under these circumstances, our Lord suffered, denied self, and took up His Cross - and out of self-chosen weakness and death - triumphed. We are challenged to take our stand with Him, share the insults, the pain, voting against the demands of our selfishness. And rather than frustrate the Grace of God by self-righteous efforts, or self-indulgent laxity, live Gal 2:20.

The GRACE of the Lord Jesus Christ remains with all of us who are His people, until that MOMENT when it is replaced by the Glory of His immediate presence, where Grace will never be needed again.

And those who have not yet allowed God's Grace to work in their hearts? If there is any sense of need, any "Thirst," for better things in their hearts, surely they will respond to that loving call "COME, drink of the water of life freely.

A father, when his little child is in his office, could keep saying "NO!" every time something is interfered with. OR he could say "Come," and place the child on his knee. God in Wise LOVE has replaced the OT endless lists of "Do" and "Don't," with a simple invitation to "COME." Those who come, find that life continues in that new relationship, that can grow and transform the whole life.

What we have learned of Heaven has this great purpose. We live in a thirsty world - whether it acknowledges its thirst or not - and with heaven in our eyes and heart we are to echo this message to all around "Heaven is REAL, God says COME!"

MAY THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS BE WITH EVERYONE  -  WE NEED IT.  IN CHRIST IT IS AVAILABLE  -  USE IT!

E Read,  8.10.91. Revised 20.2.2001.
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