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INTRODUCTION

In preparing this I've been helped by commentaries (Once again some lent by my good friend G May) written by G Fee, G F Hawthorne, J B Lightfoot, W McDonald, R Martin, H Marshall, F B Meyer, P O'Brien & Translators Handbook. But we should always begin your study with the Word of God, depending on Him to speak to you. As what He is saying becomes clear it's then safe to read commentaries to check and develop it. As we discover what Paul was saying to the Philippians, and the Holy Spirit makes the principles clear to us God is able to speak to our current needs. 
As in Philippi, godliness requires us to shine in a crooked world, grow Christ-like in a Christless world, and be contented in a materialistic world. 

Philippi city was named and fortified in 360 BC by Alexander the Great's father, Phillip, to guard nearby Gold mines. It was on the Egnatian Way which handled much trade between Italy and the East.

In 42 BC Octavian (later Augustus Caesar) defeated Brutus and Cassius in a battle nearby. He settled the city and farmland with discharged veteran soldiers giving them the rights and privileges of Roman Citizenship, as a "Colony," Acts 16:12. This included freedom from taxes. After defeating Mark Anthony's army he added veterans from it. Excavations show that Imperial Cult was important there - Inscriptions to the Divine Julius, Augustus, Claudia etc. Also altars/temples to Jupiter/Zeus, Juno, Minerva, Mars and local deities. The worship of the true God was apparently limited to a handful of women meeting at the riverside, Acts 16:13. 

Philippians would be proud to be "Romans" and loyal to the ruling Caesar in order to preserve their privileges. They honoured him as "Lord and Saviour" on public occasions, and would be expected to refer to him as such in conversation. The Christian's Lord and Saviour had been crucified, risen and glorified. As a colony of Heaven, 3:20, they looked to Him there for direction, protection and reward.

The Writer, Paul the Apostle, had gone to Philippi about 50 AD and converts like Lydia and the Gaoler were formed into an Assembly - the first church in Europe, Acts 16. Paul probably paid two visits not mentioned in Acts, 1 Cor 16:5; 2 Cor 2:13/7:5. He thanked God for their joyfulness in persecution, generosity in poverty, and help in spreading the Gospel, 1:5-8; 4:3, 15-16; Acts 17:1-9; 2 Cor 8:1-5. All that Paul was and experienced under God is relevant background. See Acts 9:1-30; 13 & 14; 20:17-38; 1 Cor 9:1-27; 2 Cor 11:22-12:10, etc

Paul is writing from Prison at Rome - he's facing a trial at which he might be sentenced to death or acquitted, 1:20-25; 2:24-25; Acts 25:11-12. Mentioning the Palace-guard, 1:13, and Caesar's household 4:22 confirms this. Date about AD 61-63. **1 This imprisonment presumably followed the house arrest of Acts 28:30. 

Footnote **1 The Governor's residence at Caeserea was also called the Praetorium, Acts 23:35, but "Caesar's Household" there would be too few for it to be worth mentioning that they all knew of the Gospel.

The Epistle is a letter of friendship, rather than a letter of doctrinal argument such as those to Rome, Corinth and Galatia. It follows the form a friendly letter at that time. Greeting, 1:1-2. Prayer for the recipients, 1:3-11. News from the writer, 1:12-26. Advice and good wishes, 1:27-2:18; 3:1-4:23. Information about movements, 2:19-30. Paul writes confidently as he often thought and prayed for them, enjoying remembering past fellowship in the Gospel. Knowing too that they felt the same way. **2

The letter is concerned with Joyful fellowship in God's purpose for His people, conveyed/produced by the Gospel. The letter is full of the Lord Jesus Christ, and our being and living in Him, 1:1, 26; 2:1, 5, 19, 24; 3:1, 3, 14; 4:1, 4, 7, 10, 19, 21 - think about each with a view to entering into the joy of them. What Paul writes is in harmony with OT Scripture and the Gospels, but he doesn't make any specific quotes. He expects the readers to accept what he says and doesn't expect them to know the OT - there was no synagogue at Philippi. Philippians mentioned have Gentile names. 

Paul was sending back Epaphroditus so makes use of this to write thanking them for their gift, and to encourage them to live more joyfully and effectively "in Christ." As Paul did, Christians generally suffer for upholding the Gospel among crooked people, 2:15, who are destroying themselves by the way they choose to live, 1:28. This opposition is intensified by the fact that witness to the Gospel makes them aware of their lost state and the offer of Salvation as a gift to the repentant forces people to respond and be saved, or to oppose and resent what God offers, Jn 15:20-25.

As they lived in a loyal-to-Rome Colony, persecution for being a non-Roman activity, Acts 16:21, was inevitable, 1:27-28. This external pressure needed to be balanced by a strong sense of unity and mutual support - standing as one in Christ against the pressure of the world, and in witness to it. Persecution pressure can produce a durable closeness, but not where there is division and bickering. To strengthen their loving unity in Christ he reminds them of the blessings they enjoy in Christ, and His selfless sacrifice that made those blessings available. Paul urges them to join him in following the Lord's example. He reassures them from his own experience that God over-rules unpleasant experiences for the good of all. Sharing Christ's unselfish caring for others and willingness to suffer for their good is the prelude to sharing His Glory, 1:20-24; 2:17-18. 

As Roman Law protected Judaism they would be tempted to escape persecution by conforming to it, 3:2. This would help them to enjoy this world to their loss in the next, 3:18-19. Instead they must use this world to gain the best eternally - must value Christ/ fellowship with Christ, above all else, 3:7-4:1. Disunity must not be allowed to continue - they must live in the presence of the Lord, 4:1-5. They must not allow themselves to be distracted by worries, or by allowing their minds to be pre-occupied with thinking about evil, 4:6-9. We have been granted Heavenly citizenship although living in a hostile, Christ rejecting, world. We're to live as a colony of heaven, 3:20, drawing ever closer to the Lord and to each other 3:8-17 - at cost to ourselves, 2:3, but rejoicing in doing so, 4:4. 

Footnote **2 See how often "Lord/Jesus/Christ/He/Him/His" "Paul/I/Me/My" "Philippians/ You/Your" "We/Us/Our" occur. Jn 14 is also very personal. Thank God we're not dealing with a blessing machine or a teaching one!

Paul isn't interested in religious ideas- Theology, or obedience to religious rules - Law. It's who Christ is, what He has done, and how we can respond so that He is a living reality to us, is his concern. The Gospel is all-important - Salvation in Christ is to be enjoyed and proclaimed as fully as possible. That's the business of our Lord's life on earth, and of ours, 1:6; 2:13; 3:9, 16, etc. God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - provides Righteousness/Salvation, 1:11; 3:9, and calls us, 3:14. We're God's children, 2:15, and His Peace is to rule in our lives, 4:6-9. All is to be to His Glory, 1:11; 2:9-11; 4:18-20. His Spirit works in us, 2:13. Salvation will be expressed/seen/enjoyed fully and finally at His Coming/ the day of Christ, 1:6, 10; 2:16; 3:10-14, 20-21. 

Much other background information and conjecture is available but spending time on such husks easily descends into "playing with theology - men's ideas about God, Scripture, etc." Our desire is to move speedily to listening to what God is SAYING TO US in this book, with teachable minds enlightened by God the Holy Spirit, Jn 14:26; 1 Cor 2:10-16; 1 Jn 2:27, and so feed our souls on the grain. I've tried to open the pantry door so you can prepare your own dinner. It's part of ALL Scripture, 2 Tim 3:16-17, and no part is to be understood Independently, of the rest, 2 Pet 1:20-21, so obviously we need to read the whole book as often as you can to listen to it as a whole. Reading a variety of versions helps avoid blind spots. As you read, three helpful questions are "What does it say? What does it mean? What should I do about it?

Joyful Fellowship in the Gospel of Christ

1:1-11 Paul's Thanksgiving & Joyful Intercession 

(Paul's friendship with them was enriched by the Gospel - it was in Christ, 1:1, 13; 2:1, 5; 3:3, 14; 4;21. So he greets them with joyful confidence in God's unceasing work in them as well as in human friendship and Love. He speaks of God's abounding grace and love that develops understanding in His children so they can love and choose the highest good to the Glory and Praise of God, Eph 2:7. Being reminded of past blessings encourages us to go forward into greater blessing, 3:12-16; Mt 13:12. Thanksgiving for the good qualities of the readers is heart-warming, and prepares them for the challenges that follow. What Paul says to them God says to us as we read - let's respond to the challenge, and make His goal for them, 1:9-11, our goal.)

1:1-2 PAUL AND TIMOTHY- See Acts 16:1-3; 1 & 2 Timothy. Paul seems to have dictated his letters, Rom 16:22, but wrote the closing words, Gal 6:11; 2 Th 3:17. Discussing what was to be written would help make the truth clear, but the letter is Paul's - he says I, Me, My, 51x in it. Timothy is included in the greeting as he was well known to them.

SERVANTS/bond slaves- Doulos- **3 Paul writes as an Apostle, but as the Philippians accepted that gladly he doesn't need to say that - In contrast to 1 Cor 1:1; 2 Cor 1:1; Gal 1:1. Instead he reminds them that he and they belong to the Lord and he is working for Him as he writes. OF JESUS- The Greek spelling of the Hebrew name Joshua - Jehovah is Salvation/ the Saviour, Mt 1:21. The personal name of the Son of God become human for us, Jn 1:14. The name JESUS sums up all He is as the Son of man, perfect man, representative man. **4 CHRIST- Christos- Anointed- Mashiach-Messiah in Hebrew. The Lord Jesus as THE Christ is the Servant-Son of God, anointed to fulfil all God's purposes - OT promises, types, shadows, hints. Everything they speak of He perfectly is. 

TO ALL THE SAINTS- Hagios- Saints, set apart ones. The LXX uses the word in Ex 19:6; Lev 19:2; etc for Israel as a nation - God's Saints, His elect, set apart by Him/for Him and His purposes of blessing. See also Deu 7:6; 14:2; Ps 16:3; 34:9. Cp 1 Pet 2:9. In the NT every individual believer is a saint because in Sovereign grace He has set us apart for Himself forever - from self, sin and the world's ways - to make us like His Son, Rom 8:29; Heb 2:10. We have responded by believing 2 Th 1:10, and turning to God, 1 Th 1:9-10. Being brought into direct saving association with the Holy God of Love requires us to keep from defilement, and have fellowship with Himself in His Holiness and Love, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. Cp Lev 11:44; 19:2; Mt 5:14-48. This ethical side - our living a Christ-like life - is the consequence of this, not the way it's earned. We're not driven to live good lives by fear. It's a realisation of His amazing grace and love for us that calls us to live in a way worthy of the Gospel, 1:27. We can do so as the fruit of the Spirit's work in us, Rom 8:1-17; Gal 5:22-23. See Mt 5:48; 2 Tim 2:22; 1 Pet 1:16.

Footnote **3 In the Greek-Roman World the losers in a war were often enslaved. The well-educated and competent were bought by wealthy men to run their business, educate their children, etc. God's servant-slaves had been bought by the Lord, but also had chosen to make total commitment to Him and His service as in Ex 21:1-6. As such Paul and Timothy had God-given authority to act and speak in His Name. The status of a slave was determined by the status of his Master. The slave of an Emperor ruled over Kings! As Messiah Jesus the Son of God came to be the Doulos- Servant-slave of the Lord, Ps 40:6-7/Heb 10 7-9. His life on earth is the pattern Servant-Son totally dedicated to the doing of the will of God that all Christians are to aim at, 2:4-5. We've been bought from the slavery of sin at the cost of the precious blood of Christ, and made the sons and daughters of God Almighty, Jn 8:32-36; 2 Cor 6:18; 1 Pet 1:18-19. So we owe total love and service to our Master for His Grace in Salvation. As such we should like Paul be eagerly looking for and acting on the slightest indication of the Master's will, Ps 123:2; 1 Tim 1:12. Such total commitment to the Lord of all is the only way to be a free person, Jn 8:36; Rom 6:18-22; 7:1-6; Gal 4:8-9. Paul rejoiced that he was working for the Perfect Master, Col 3:22-24; 2 Tim 2:24, etc. As bond-servants we're responsible for conveying the Gospel accurately with the right attitude, but not responsible for the content or the results. 

Footnote **4 [RT] and [Nes] tend to reverse the order. Some see a difference in emphasis between Christ Jesus - the Christ who is Jesus and Jesus Christ - Jesus who is the Christ. That the Mss vary may suggest God allowed the variation as lack of a consistent formula weakens the human tendency to attribute magical power to the correct use of formula. 

IN CHRIST JESUS- We're in Him as a bird is in air, a fish in water, a tree is rooted in the earth. We have welcomed Him and been welcomed into Him, Jn 1:12-13; 15:1-12; 17:19-24; Rom 8:8-17; Col 1:27; 3:3. Our being in Christ is an amazing truth. If we note each mention in this Epistle, and meditate on what it means we will be humbled, thrilled, encouraged, and drawn into blessed fellowship with our Lord and Saviour. Salvation exists in Christ alone, Acts 4:12, and all its aspects function in Him alone. **5 Our Saving union with Christ in His death and resurrection, Rom 6:1-14, present rejection and future Glory, Rom 8:11-25, is ours by grace because we belong to Him. And yet if we're to enjoy it we must be willing to respond to His Love, Jn 15:1-15; (as branch to vine) Gal 2:20; Col 2:18-20; (as body to head) Heb 12:2; 1 Jn 3:1-24; Jude 20-21.

WHICH ARE AT PHILIPPI- While all Believers are Saints, and in Christ, equally, this doesn't make them all the same - stereotypes/ clones. Each church, and individual is in the situation, physically, socially, etc of God's choice, 1 Cor 7:17-24. They are to live in Him in that setting, witnessing by their lives and words until/unless He moves them. Each setting has its distinctive nature, and needs which helps them to see certain aspects of Truth more clearly because they need to do so. At Philippi this concerned our being Citizen/a Colony of Heaven with eyes on the Lord, 1:27; 3:20. Saint in Christ Jesus (spiritual) at Philippi (geographical) location. 

together WITH THE BISHOPS/overseers- Episkopos- Epi- Over. Skopeo- To look, or watch. In the secular world it was used of those with a caring, supervisory and protective role - judges, counsellors, financial managers, army officers, etc. In the Church their work needs to be modelled on the One they represent, the invisible Episkopos, 1 Pet 2:25; 5:1-4, the Head of the church, to whom they're responsible, Col 1:18; 2:19. Paul taught and modelled this, Acts 20:18-21, 25-29; 2 Cor 11:28-29; 1 Th 2:5-12. Paul wasn't passing orders down a chain of authority - Apostle to Bishop to Priest to people. There's no such hierarchy in God's revealed purposes for His church, Mt 23:8-12. In God's will converts gather for fellowship and teaching and this forms a local church. As they begin to function it becomes clear that God is raising up leaders among them, and these are recognised as such, Acts 14:21-23; 1 Th 5:12-13. The men who had the exercise of heart, grasp of the Gospel, loving concern for the honour of their Lord and the good of His people to lead the church were 

Footnote **5 Paul saw Christ as the Adam of the New Creation. As human life comes to us through Adam, so spiritual life comes to us from Christ. His purposes and provision brought us into existence through the new birth. One aspect of our life is that we labour with a view to hearing His Well Done, Mt 25:21, and fall in adoring love/ worship at His feet as the all-worthy one who redeemed us by His blood. Another is that we fix our eyes on Him as our Example, 2:5-11; 3:13-14; Heb 12:1-3. Another is that He will reward faithful servants with His fellowship in Glory, Lk 12:37. But His heart's desire is for Love, more than for service, Rev 2:1-4, and perhaps their highest privilege in Christ is that of being His Bride, Eph 5:25-27.

    recognised as Overseers. Fitness for leadership within the Church was seen in the way a man cared for/lead/ruled his household. But the Holy Spirit also raised up slaves etc to share spiritual leadership, especially if they were competent in the OT Scriptures. **6 The person who does this work is also an Elder= Mature in spiritual experience, and understanding, Acts 20:17, 28. 

DEACONS- Diakonos- A Servant, worker, helper. (In relation to the Lord we're bond slaves, in relation to our work, deacons.) If it's derived from Dioko= to hasten, pursue, it suggests vigorous personal effort in the work. The word is used to describe any kind of work done in the church by anyone. Peter makes this clear in Acts 6:2-4, where he says the Apostles should be DEACONing the Word, not DEACONing tables. Deacon is used of Christ, Rom 15:8; Government Officials, Rom 13:4; Paul, 1 Cor 3:5; 2 Cor 3:6; and his co-workers, Col 1:7; 1 Th 3:2. The emphasis of the word is on their doing things, taking responsibilities and carrying them out. 

GRACE- Charis- Grace sums up the whole of God's purpose and activity in the Gospel. Grace is God's Love in action. Greeks greeted each other with Chairo- Happiness be yours, as in Acts 23:26; Jas 1:1. Paul adds a Gospel note by changing it into Charis- Grace. Grace GIVES freely, and what it gives is claimed and used by Faith. Law DEMANDS, and exacts full penalty for failure to meet those demands. Grace is the basis of all that Christians are and do, Acts 14:26; 15:40; 20:24, 32; Rom 3:23-24; 5:2; 6:14; Eph 2:8. **7

PEACE- Eirene- Order, rest, undisturbed quietness, harmonious relationships, and the sense of physical, mental, emotional and spiritual well-being that results. Peace comes from the God of Peace, 4:9; Rom 15:33; 16:20; 1 Cor 14:33; through Christ, Rom 5:1; Eph 2:14-18; Col 1:20, and the Gospel, Acts 10:36; Eph 2:17; 6:15. GRACE granted, received, and lived in, brings Righteousness and so PEACE with God, Ps 85:10; Isa 48:18, PEACE within ourselves and PEACE lived out in relationships with others, Eph 4:3; Jas 3:18. Peace is smoothness of functioning, not inertia. It's salvation, wholeness, full and abundant life enjoyed by God's people because of their relationship with Him and each other. God wants us to avoid quarrelling so as to live in His Peace, 2:14. The calmness resulting from experiencing the grace of God and knowing Him as the God of grace, enables us to face uncertain and threatening futures unshaken, confident that we're in God's hand.

Footnote **6 As at Philippi in God's order a local church is made up of Saints- people set apart from the world individually to be His, by God's sovereign choice, Eph 1:4, placed by Him in the Church body as He chose, 1 Cor 12:13, 18, and publicly identified with it by their response of baptism etc, Acts 2:41-42. Saints and saints only make up the Church. As they function some become Workers, who take responsibility/set an example, and so in a measure become Overseers/Elders. No-one has a "Passenger's ticket" - as all have responsibilities Paul writes to all. 

Footnote **7  We no more earn our blessings, or get what we deserve, than a baby does - in "grace" the mother meets its needs because it's hers and she loves it. Careless use of words like Grace and God bless you soon empties them of meaning - as God be with you has become Goodbye.

FROM GOD OUR FATHER AND FROM THE LORD- Kurios- One who has Authority. It was used to show respect in the way we use Master or Sir, as in Mt 13:27. Often it was used in the LXX and NT to translate Jehovah/Yaweh, Mt 1:20, 22, 24; 2:15, etc and of Jesus in Lk 3:4, etc. JESUS CHRIST- Paul's greeting is a Christian blessing. It reminds that we've been set apart to God - Saints in Christ Jesus, and God the Father is united with Him in supplying us with grace and peace that can transform our whole life. Paul's greetings and farewells are part of His constant prayer for the Believers. 

1:3-5 I THANK- Eucharisteo- Thanking God for His Charis/Grace, and its Gifts should be the heart-response of all of us who know God in Christ, 1 Th 5:18. He over-rules everything for our good, Rom 8:28. Failing to appreciate God's goodness destroys people, De 28:47-48. MY GOD- The One He acknowledges and to whom he prays, Acts 27:23. EVERY REMEMBRANCE/time I remember- Having been born again, Jn 1;12-13, 3:1-16, our new life is to be lived in relation to God and His purposes, Rom 7:1-4; 8:14-17; 12:1-2; 1 Cor 12:13, 25; 2 Cor 5:15-19; Gal 2:20, etc. As people come to mind we should fellowship with God about them - thanking and praising Him for what He has done in their lives, and praying for further blessing and growth in Christ.

IN EVERY PRAYER/all my prayers FOR all of YOU- Note emphasis on ALL, 1:4, 7, 8, 25. 2:17; 4:21, and exhortations to unity, 1:27; 4:1-4. Cp Paul's prayers in Rom 1:9; 1 Cor 1:4; Eph 1:16; 3:14-19; Col 1:3-12; 1 Th 1:2; 2 Th 1:11-12, etc. We need to build a habit of praying. Luther said "I have so much to do today I can't get through without at least 3 hours of prayer." George Muller was a great man of prayer. I always pray/REQUEST WITH JOY- Paul's letter to Philippi is full of joy. Christian Joy is our pleasure in what God is doing in ourselves and other people, 1:18; 2:2, 17, 28; 4:1. Cp 1:25; 2:18; 29; 3:1; 4:4, It was a delight, not drudgery, to pray for them. 

FOR/because of your FELLOWSHIP/partnership- Koinonia- A having in common - Koinos, partnership, fellowship, sharing. Christians share in blessings, experiences and interests, Acts 2:42 etc as these are the outworking in their lives of their fellowship with God, 2:12-13; Rom 15:26; 2 Cor 8:4; 1 Jn 1:7, etc. Thanksgiving and prayer flow from our consciousness of kinship with each other, in fellowship with God and His purposes. They shared in witnessing, suffering, 1:27-30; and in the expenses of his witnessing, 4:14-15. 

IN THE GOSPEL- The Good News of Salvation in Christ offered in Grace to all who will believe/receive. The spiritual life and blessings they share with Paul grew out of his sharing the Gospel with them, and their joining him in the task of spreading that Gospel, 1:7, 12, 16, 27; 2:22; 4:3, 15; Rom 15:26; 2 Cor 2:12; 9:13. They shared in the content of the Gospel, but the emphasis is on active evangelising. FROM THE FIRST DAY UNTIL NOW- From the day when Lydia's heart was opened and she turned to God, and demonstrated that by inviting Paul and the other witnesses into her home to stay, Acts 16:15. 

1:6-8 BEING CONFIDENT.. THAT HE who began A GOOD WORK IN YOU- Our Salvation is a good work God has begun in us, and all that comes to us in life is over-ruled by Him to accomplish in us the good of Christ-likeness, Gen 1:26-27; Rom 8:19-39. Our responsibility is to work this out in ways pleasing to Him, 2:12-13; Mt 5:16; Eph 2:10. The work includes their conversion and growth in Godliness that rises from it, 1:9-11; 2 Cor 7:1; Gal 3:3, Col 3:1-17,and the work of Evangelism they share with Paul. WILL PERFORM/carry IT on to completion- Will go on completing UNTIL THE DAY OF JESUS CHRIST- Faith has two grounds for confidence. The work of Christ Jesus our Lord on the Cross that re-created us as righteous in Christ, 2 Cor 5:17, 21. And the evidence that God is working in lives in their response to the Gospel. Cp Rom 8:1-10. As God is omniscient and omnipotent we know He will complete any work he begins, Rom 8:28-31, and display it gloriously when Christ's day of triumph comes, Rom 8:14-39; Eph 3:10-21; 1 Th 1:10; 2 Pet 1:2-11; Jude 24-25. 

MEET/right- Dikaois- Righteous, justified. Paul's confidence and prayers are justified by his heart attitude and theirs. FOR ME TO THINK/feel- Phroneo- To think, use one's mental abilities to reach a reasoned decision. BECAUSE/since I HAVE YOU IN MY HEART- The Greek could also mean you have me in your heart. His confidence, 1:6, was soundly based in the love of God and on heart love for them.

IN MY BONDS/chains.. DEFENCE/defending- Apologia- A speech in defence as in court, Acts 22:1; 25:16; 1 Cor 9:3; 2 Tim 4:16, but may include all attempts at removing obstacles to faith, disarming prejudices, etc. He was in prison for preaching the Gospel, and he was presenting the case for the Gospel to everyone he met - proclaiming it as the fulfilment of OT promises, Acts 28:17-28, and as meeting the universal need of men as sinners. This negative side of Paul's ministry, removing obstacles, is followed by the positive, building a strong assurance. AND CONFIRMATION OF/confirming- Bebaiosis- To confirm or guarantee legally, Heb 6:16. From Bebaioo- to confirm or establish Rom 15:8; 1 Cor 1:8; 2 Cor 1:21: Col 2:7. THE GOSPEL.. ALL PARTAKERS/share in God's GRACE with me- They shared with Paul in the joy of being part of God's outreaching grace. Cp Rom 12:3-6; 15:15; 1 Cor 3:10; Gal 2:9. Any Christian group should be developing a strong affection for each other as a result of their sharing in the blessings of the Gospel, and the effort to bring those blessing to others. **8

Footnote  **8 For Paul the way anyone thinks involves the will and determines his behaviour, 2:2; 3:19; 4:2; Rom 12:16; 15:5; 2 Cor 13:11.

FOR God IS MY RECORD/can testify- Paul uses this to express solemn, personal emotion, Rom 1:9; 2 Cor 1:23; 1 Th 2:5, 10. HOW GREATLY I LONG.. IN/with THE BOWELS/affection- Splagchnon- The heart, liver etc as well as bowels, Acts 1:18. Regarded as being the source of love, kindness, etc. Used of Christ being sent through the TENDER MERCY of God, Lk 1:78. (In English we talk of having "Butterflies in our stomach" "Churned up inside" etc in emotionally charged situations.) OF JESUS CHRIST- God - who knows - all knew, and His Spirit could confirm to them, that Paul loved them deeply, a love that arose from, and was part of the Lord's love for them. Cp 2 Cor 5:14-17; Gal 2:20, etc. There is a bond of love built up between those who pass on the Gospel and those blessed by it, Rom 1:9-12; 1 Cor 4:14; 2 Cor 2:3-4; Gal 4:19; 1 Th 2:8. 

1:9-12 THIS I PRAY/is my prayer- His heart's concern moves him to pray THAT YOUR LOVE- Agape- The Love that moved God to give His Son for us, Jn 3:16. Love that sets a high value on a person and their welfare, Rom 15:2. God the Father LOVES the Son, Jn 5:20, and has drawn us into that fellowship so Agape is to be the distinctive mark of the Believer, Jn 13:34-35. Our love for God is in response to His love for us, and is shown in obedience, Jn 14:15, 21, 23; 15:10; 1 Jn 2:5; 5:2-3. And by our loving other Christians and the unsaved, 1 Jn 3:11-24; 4:7-21. Without love nothing we do for God or man has any value, 1 Cor 13:1-7. God's infinite love is poured into our hearts, Rom 5:5, to the limit of our willingness to fellowship with Him in His loving those around us. Paul doesn't ask God to give them wealth or health, but love that discerns and chooses the best.

MAY ABOUND- Perisseuo- A fulness that overflows. IN KNOWLEDGE- Epignosis- Complete, thorough knowledge of the personal relationship kind. **9 It carries the thought of the saving knowledge which God has revealed of Himself in Christ, received at conversion, and which is to transform our lives into the likeness of Christ. Agape- Love isn't blind - it responds to what it knows and opens the heart to increasing knowledge. Without increasing knowledge love is only a sentimental emotion - it needs to know what is best for the loved one. 

IN ALL JUDGMENT/depth of insight- Aisthesis- Insight, including moral insight as in Col 1:9. (English Aesthetic.) The ability to think out what is true and good so as to make responsible decisions. Used in LXX Prov 5:2; 14:7; 15:7. etc. Agape isn't credulous, or foolish-fond. 

Footnote **9 God offers us the blessing of knowledge for us to claim for ourselves. See Epignosis in Rom 1:28; 10:2; Eph 4:13; Col 1:9-10; 2:2; 3:10; 1 Tim 2:4; 2 Tim 2:25; 3:7; Titus 1:1; Phm 6; Heb 10:26; 2 Pet 1:2, 3, 8; 2:20. 

MAY APPROVE be able to discern- Dokimazo- To test, examine, prove - and approve if found to be good. Used of testing plowing oxen, Lk 14:19. Often used in LXX of God testing men's hearts, Ps 17:3; 26:2; 66:10, etc. THINGS.. EXCELLENT/best- Diaphero- To differ, excel, to be able to see differences and so choose the best. The Jew chose on the basis of the Law. Christians are to make life's choices on the basis of an ever-growing, love-based knowledge of God in Christ, Col 2:1-3. Cp 3:8, 13-14; 4:8. Our Consciences need to be adjusted to the Word of God by our searching it eagerly, and submitting to what the Holy Spirit teaches us from it. Paul wants their love to grow in knowledge and be seen in their choosing the best - the God-honouring things. We must not have a fault finding attitude towards others, Mt 7:1, but Christians must test everything and develop Godly discernment, 1 Th 5:21, and right values. Loving Parents with right values are good guides for their children. The same is true of Elders. 

BE SINCERE/pure- Eilikrines- As in 2 Pet 1:3. May mean "Tested by sunlight" if from Helios- Sun, sunlight. Certainly as we walk in the light with Him, confessing and abandoning what the light shows up, the blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin, Jn 3:21; 1 Jn 1:5-9. WITHOUT OFFENCE/ blameless- Aproskopos- Without stumbling, Acts 24:16, or causing others to stumble, 1 Cor 10:32. TILL/until- Eis- Literally Into, in relation to the day of Christ- So, with a view to standing before Christ and being displayed for His verdict 2 Cor 5:10. Paul's emphasis isn't on the transformation that day will bring, 3:21, but on our using the present time to be transformed, ready to meet the Lord unashamed, in joy and glory, 3:8-21; 1 Cor 1:8; 1 Th 3:13; 1 Jn 3:1-3. 

BEING FILLED WITH THE FRUITS/fruit of RIGHTEOUSNESS- Dikaiosune- Righteousness, justification. **10 ARE BY/comes through Jesus Christ- The life that bears this fruit is the righteousness given to us by God in Christ, Rom 3:21-26; 5:17; 2 Cor 5:21; Cp Mt 5:20; 1 Cor 1:30;. Our righteous living is the fruit of Christ's life in us, and our fellowship with Him through the Holy Spirit, 2:12-15; Jn 3:7-8; 14:15-24; Rom 8:1-16; Eph 3:16-21. Faith, our learning and believing-obeying God's Word plays a part in this, 3:9-14; Jn 15:4-10; Rom 1:17; 4:3-8; 6:16-23; 9:30-10:15; Eph 4:22-24; 1 Tim 6:11-12; 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:2-11. Our good works are God's work, Eph 2:1-10. The fruits of righteousness are by Sovereign Grace alone and yet none are without our responsive effort. We act freely as sons, not slaves, Rom 8:14-15, so in all we do we must fix our eyes on Him, Heb 12:2, so it can be the outworking of His love poured into us, Rom 5:5; 1 Cor 13:1-3. 

Footnote **10 God's Righteousness is consistent with His Holiness, Wisdom, Truth, Power and Love. It's not just WRONG actions that are unrighteous - unholy, foolish, weak and unloving ones are also unrighteous as they are at odds with God's character. Words or actions acceptable to God/ compatible with His character are Righteousness - they are in fellowship with God and His purpose in Creation, and Redemption, Gen 1:26-27; Rom 8:18-23, 29; Heb 2:10.

UNTO/to THE GLORY- Doxa- Visible glory, honour, good reputation. It's not easy to understand and explain what Glory is, but the second meaning of the OT Hebrew word is weight, importance, as in Gen 45:13; Dan 4:36; Cp Mat 4:8. The Glory of God is seen in: Creation, Ps 19:1; Rev 4:11. His dealings with Israel Ex 24:16-17; 33:18-22; 40:34-35; Isa 6:1-4; Ezek 1:4-28, etc. The life of Christ, Lk 9:32; Jn 1:14; 2:11; 11:4, etc. Cp Heb 1:3. The Gospel, 2 Cor 3:7-11; 4:4. It should be seen in our lives, 1:20; 1 Cor 10:31; Eph 1:2-12; 3:16-21. PRAISE OF GOD- All that's said in 1:3-11 is enclosed in appreciation of God's glory and saving goodness, interwoven with Paul's personal affection and shepherd care for them. This sets the tone of the whole Epistle.

1:12-26  Paul's Current Experience & Example

(He encourages them with his own news by reminding them that the progress of the Gospel is more important than the personal comfort of God's servants. God over-rules all for good whether we live or die, Rom 8:28-29 and he demonstrates this **11 in rejoicing that the Lord is being glorified by his imprisonment, and in preachers who aim to annoy him. This prepares the readers for challenges he will make. 

1:12-13 I want you to UNDERSTAND/know BRETHREN/brothers- He is an Apostle, authorised to give them God's truth which they must obey, 1 Cor 14:37, but he doesn't lord it over them, 2 Cor 1:23-24; 1 Pet 5:1-4. Paul stood with them as their brother in Christ in what he wrote. Preachers mustn't speak as if they themselves weren't totally dependent on the Grace of God, and answerable to the Scriptures they preach. Like him we must learn from our Master, Jn 13:1-17; 15:8-12; Heb 2:10-18.

what has HAPPENED to ME.. FURTHERANCE OF/to advance- Prokope- A military word for the work of those who goes ahead of an army to identify and if possible remove obstacles. So THE GOSPEL is advancing in spite of the attacks on Paul intended to block it. What was happening demonstrated the way the Lord could prosper His work in the face of opposition. Cp Mt 6:25-34; 10:19-20. 

Footnote **11 God intends that mankind should share His glory, 3:21; Jn 17:22; Rom 8:18-29; 1 Cor 2:7; 2 Cor 3:18; 2 Th 2:14; Heb 2:10. What Isa 42:8-12 means is that He can't tolerate lies, including the lie involved in any servant of His taking credit for the work that only God can do, Rom 11:36; 2 Cor 10:17-18. When a preacher becomes proud of his success, displays his cleverness, courts popularity etc God can no longer work through him. Cp 1 Cor 2:1-5.

Footnote **12 It's folly to preach ourselves and experiences, 2 Cor 4:5-6. God's Word is the good seed, but it works best when we're seen to live it, Mt 23:1-3. Honesty requires us to preach only what we're willing to experience. A true leader doesn't hide behind his men and order them into battle while he avoids it.)

MY BONDS IN CHRIST/that I am in chains for Christ- His imprisonment resulted from his commitment to Christ and the spread of His Gospel. MANIFEST/it has become clear IN THE PALACE/throughout the palace guard- Praitorion- The Palace or Imperial Guard which numbered more than 10,000. As the core of the Roman army they were specially chosen, and had special privileges/responsibilities. Prisoners waiting for trial before the Emperor were in their care. Paul seems now to be in prison, but even under house arrest, Acts 28:16-30, he would have been hand-cuffed to a guard by a chain joining their wrists. A guard would have heard everything Paul said. The unusual nature of his "crime" would make it newsworthy gossip - guards would be likely to say "Odd guy that PAUL - heard his story? " etc. 

ALL OTHER PLACES/to everyone else- A loose general expression meaning that news of the Gospel was spreading widely. People from all over the empire came to Rome and returned with news from the Capital. Members of the Palace Guard were sent everywhere on the Emperor's business. 

1:14-15 Because of my BONDS/chains.. BRETHREN/brothers.. have been encouraged- Seeing the Lord enabling him to face and suffer the things they feared lessened their fears and challenged them to serve the Lord more bravely. TO SPEAK THE WORD of God- Early MSS have the word- but obviously meant word of God. Paul knew we're all to evangelise, 2 Tim 4:5. MORE BOLD/courageously- Knowing of men like Paul continuing the Lord's work boldly to death, encourages us to be bold for the Lord. What men die for must be worth living for. WITHOUT FEAR/vigorously. 

SOME.. PREACH- Kerusso- To preach the Gospel as a herald- Kerux. We're called to be heralds with a factual message to proclaim. But we're also to Evangelise - spread the Good news and try to persuade men to accept it. Those emboldened to speak fall into two classes. Both preach CHRIST, as in 2 Cor 1:19; 1 Tim 3:16, but not all have the same motive. ENVY- Pthonos- Concern to deprive someone of something and gain it for oneself. A work of the flesh, Gal 5:21, that enjoys arguing, 1 Tim 6:20. Cp Mt 27:18; Mk 15:10. STRIFE/ rivalry- Eris- Strife, quarrelling. They claim to be pro-Christ, but anti-Paul, and probably against the Gospel of Christ crucified, 1 Cor 1:10-25; Gal 1:6-9. Cp 2 Tim 1:15. They may have mixed the Gospel with Judaism, 3:2, or used it to make money, 3:18-19. Self-display, sectarianism or spite against other Christians is a disgrace in any preacher.

SOME/others.. GOOD WILL- Eudokia- Good will, good pleasure, 2:13; Mt 11:26; Lk 2:14; 10:21; Eph 1:5, 9. Their preaching is in fellowship with God's Good will that men should be saved. Good will towards their hearers and to the Lord moved them to proclaim His Gospel. This showed good will towards Paul as they carried on the work he had been doing. 

[Nes] NIV reverses 16 & 17 to conform to the order used in 1:15. 
1:16-17 PREACH CHRIST out OF CONTENTION/selfish ambition- Eritheia- Ambition, self-seeking. From Erithos= Hireling. Eritheia is in Rom 2:8; 2 Cor 12:20; Gal 5:20; Jas 3:14, 16. It was used of men who worked to get an official position so they could use it for personal gain. There are preachers who win followers for what they can get out of them, Acts 20:30; Rom 16:17-18; 2 Cor 11:19-21. As at Corinth and Galatia they were eager to turn Christians against Paul for their own advantage, 1 Cor 4:14-17; Gal 4:17.

NOT SINCERELY- Hagnos- Pure, uncontaminated. They have mixed motives. TO ADD AFFLICTION/stir up trouble- Thlipsis- Pressure, affliction, trouble. TO MY BONDS/while I am in chains- Those insisting on circumcision and Law-conformity, 3:2-3, would claim the Gospel which welcomed uncircumcised Gentiles wasn't a legitimate part of the Jewish religion. If so the Gospel was an illegal religion, and his preaching was treason. BUT.. in LOVE- #1:9. Love for the Lord, the Gospel, the hearers, and for Paul. KNOWING I AM SET/put here- On sentry duty, a military term. FOR THE DEFENCE- Apologia #1:7 OF THE GOSPEL- They realise Paul's imprisonment isn't punishment or bad luck - it's God-appointed. God has placed Paul there to defend the Gospel, argue the case for it as in Acts 26:1-29. Knowing this they are eager to carry on Paul's mission in fellowship with him. 

1:18 The important thing.. in EVERY WAY- In spite of imperfections. WHETHER IN PRETENCE/from false motives- Wearing a mask. Preaching for gain, yet pretending to be Christ's servants, Acts 2):30; 1 Th 2:5. OR IN TRUTH/true, CHRIST IS PREACHED- The Gospel is spread by emboldened brothers, and emboldened rivals. I DO REJOICE.. WILL continue to REJOICE- Paul's personal interests and his preferred doctrines and practices are less important than this central fact that people are hearing about Christ. **13 He's pleased that at least some knowledge of Christ the Saviour is being spread widely, even if in distorted forms and even if the preacher is trying to discredit him. Paul is confident that having placed himself and his concerns in the Lord's hands the Lord will over-rule for good, but he appreciates people praying about it. In NZ the secular primary schools permit voluntary teachers to come in and teach only a very limited form of the Gospel. While Believers would prefer to evangelise with the whole truth, they speak what they are permitted of Christ and trust Him to use that.

Footnote **13 Some say it's odd that Paul speaks tolerantly of brothers opposing him and his Gospel here, yet speaks harshly against them in 3:2-3, 18-19; 2 Cor 11:13; Gal 1:6-9, etc. It's important to understand this so we know what attitude we should take to those preaching error today. In fact Paul says very harsh things in 1:15-18, but rejoices that from even the worst of the preachers godless people are hearing something of Christ. Down through the ages God has brought life and blessing to seeking souls from the grains of truth from His Word proclaimed by even godless men. And not even the godliest preacher is used because his doctrine or person is perfect. **God's men can speak for Satan, Mt 16:23, and Satan's men can speak for God, Jn 11:50-52. 

1:19-21 I KNOW- #1:17.. TURN TO/out for MY SALVATION/ deliverance- Soteria- Deliverance, rescue, salvation. Usually in the NT it means Spiritual and Eternal Salvation granted to those who repent and claim Christ as Saviour, Rom 1:16, Eph 1:13, etc. But it's also used of deliverance from earthly situations, Lk 1:69; Acts 27:34, etc, and that's the meaning here. Paul is facing death if Caesar Nero condemns him. He has just spoken of preachers trying to get him into trouble, but Paul hopes and expect to be set free. THROUGH YOUR PRAYERS- #1:4 His friends joining him in putting him under God's care. This was important to Paul - he asks for prayer in Rom 15:30-32; 2 Cor 1:11; Eph 6:19; Col 4:3; 1 Th 5:25; 2 Th 3:1-2; Phm 22. Paul prays for deliverance from enemies, and boldness and clarity of speech.

THE SUPPLY OF/help given by THE SPIRIT- The Spirit has been supplied to us as promised, Ezek 36:27; Jn 14:15-26. He would supply words and wisdom to defend himself with an explanation that exalted Christ and the Gospel before Nero's court, Mk 13:11, Lk 12:12; Jn 16:7. Perhaps the Holy Spirit is here called the Spirit OF JESUS CHRIST as in Rom 8:9-12; Gal 4:6; 1 Pet 1:11, because His work being discussed is closely related to Christ as in 1:20. 

ACCORDING TO MY EARNEST EXPECTATION/I eagerly expect- The Greek word is used of stretching out one's head to catch sight of something or someone, Rom 8:19. MY HOPE- Elpis- A confident and happy expectation of something good that moves us to act in such a way that what we hope for is the natural result. Paul is sure God will always over-rule circumstances so that he can be Christ-like, Rom 8:28-29, and is determined to make the best use of them. THAT IN NOTHING/no way.. ASHAMED- Aischunomai- Deep, public disgrace, Lk 16:3; 1 Pet 4:16; 1 Jn 2:28. As long as he relied on Christ, and exalted Him Paul knew he would never be disgraced, Rom 10:11. No-one can see Christ, but the way His servants live and behave either makes people think highly of Him, or despise Him - which is a disgrace.

Footnote **13 (Cont) While we can't support preachers of shallow or false Gospels, we should pray God will bless any truth they happen to present. Any turning to Christ, however inadequately proclaimed can be a step towards salvation. 

In 3:2-3 etc Paul is speaking to Christians about error preached WITHIN THE CHURCH, as in Acts 15:5. Paul opposed them, and opposed those who were sectarian, 1 Cor 1-13, tolerated sexual or commercial sin, 1 Cor 5 & 6, etc. Instead of speaking evil of the errorists, or getting into angry arguments with them, he opposed them by lovingly proclaiming the Lord Jesus Christ, and the all-sufficiency of His provision for us in the Gospel, 1 Cor 1:17-2:5; 13:1-3; 2 Cor 10:4-5; Gal 2:15-4:20; Eph 3:14-4:16; 2 Tim 2:23-26, etc. We don't know the details of the errors he opposed - to set them out and preach against them is giving the enemy free publicity, An old Hollywood motto was "There's no such thing as BAD publicity." The main effect of protests against evil films is to ensure many more people flock to see them.

BUT THAT WITH BOLDNESS/sufficient courage- Parrhesia- Freedom of speech, boldness, clear speaking, as in 2 Cor 3:12; Eph 6:19; 1 Th 2:2. I shall speak up boldly. so AS ALWAYS, CHRIST MAGNIFIED/exalted- The word is used in LXX Ps 34:3, etc, Lk 1:46; Acts 5:13; 10:46; 19:17. IN MY BODY- Paul knows that in himself he is weak, but is assured that the Lord will be with him, 2 Cor 12:8-10. Cp 2 Tim 4:16-17. So he faced all that may come - including trial before Caesar Nero who was wicked, cruel, and insane - with confident cheerfulness that he will be used to show how good and great His Saviour is. WHETHER BY LIFE OR DEATH. We can have similar confidence if, like Paul, we have placed our whole selves at God's disposal, Rom 12:1; 14:8; 1 Cor 6:19-20; 2 Cor 5:5-21. 

1:21-23 FOR TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST- Christ is the model, aim, comfort and reward of his life. Makes his life meaningful, worthwhile, thrilling and secure, 3:7-14; Ps 37:4-5; Gal 2:20; Col 3:23. As a bondslave of Christ, 1:1, the one purpose of living is to honour Christ by doing His will, 1:20. Reading this makes us ashamed of our selfishness, and wakens in us a hunger to be like Paul. Let's pause and put ourselves in the Lord's hands as Paul did, Rom 12;1, and ask grace to listen to what God moved him to write in this epistle - the secret of how Christ may be our life also, in living and dying, AND TO DIE IS GAIN- As the gateway to the immediate presence of Christ, 2 Cor 5:1-7. Life is a battle, but Paul's desire isn't escapist, or denying the value of life here and now. Death, when it comes in the will of God, will crown the life of a Christian because all our experience of Christ that makes the present life so worthwhile will reach its fulfilment then. Beyond this life is a closer knowledge of Christ, and a new sphere of serving Him, Rev 22:3-4, with unsinning hearts and with all uncertainty banished by His presence. That Christ is a man's life ensures that death is gain, and that life is fruitful. 

If I LIVE/go on living- Present infinitive. FRUIT/fruitful labour- Death is gain for him personally, but continuing to live gives him the chance for more service which God will make fruitful for eternity, Rom 15:18; 1 Cor 15:58; 2 Cor 10:11. WHAT.. CHOOSE?- We have placed ourselves in God's hands, Rom 12;1, and given Him the right to refuse our requests, 2 Cor 12:8-10, (Cp Jas 4:13-16) but in God's will we aren't slaves, but sons. The Spirit moves us to please Him, and as we think of our Lord's love for us, we respond out of love for Him, Rom 8:14-15; 2 Cor 5:14-15; 6:14-7:1; 1 Jn 3:1-3; 4:7-19. **14

Footnote **14 Cp the constant freedom to choose to please our marriage partner. As Christians face the options of life and death - of parts of life, or the whole of it - we're to exercise our will and choose within His will. When we're young eagerness to choose may be reckless. As we get older we're tempted to say God knows best, why should I bother. Paul is no longer young but is eager to have an input - give thanks, pray, desire, rejoice, count, run.. We too should be looking ahead, planning as we pray. Each new day is a challenge to fruitful work and increasing fellowship with Christ in His work of saving people from their sins so they too can enjoy the presence of God now, and eternity.

I do NOT know!.. IN A STRAIT/torn between- Pressed in on both sides, or pulled in different directions as in Lk 12:50. DESIRE TO DEPART- Analuo- As a ship unloosed from its moorings and set free to leave the harbour. AND BE WITH CHRIST- **15 One article shared so the two things happen together. When his body rests in sleep he will be with his Lord, 2 Cor 5:8. FAR BETTER- A tripled statement- Far, far better. He has no desire to escape life's burdens and challenges - to live is Christ, and fruitful service. 

1:24-26 TO ABIDE/remain.. IS MORE necessary FOR YOU- Like Moses, Ex 32:31-32, he chose to put the needs of those he served first. It may seem to us that in putting others first we're sacrificing our own spiritual joy and growth. But fellowship with the Lord in His work in this life is to our eternal gain. HAVING THIS CONFIDENCE/Convinced of this- Peitho #1:6. Being convinced that you need me to live, that's what I choose that's left to my choice. I KNOW- #1:17, understand, as I see it. I SHALL ABIDE/ will remain.. for your progress.. JOY in the FAITH- Joy comes from faith in and knowing Christ, and grows as we progress in the Christian faith, Rom 15:13. It seems likely that Paul was released for a time - 2 Tim 4:9-21 seems to report on a later journey than those in Acts.

THAT YOUR REJOICING/joy- Kauchema- Pride, boasting. It's in Christ, 2 Cor 11:10; Gal 6:14, not in men etc, 1 Cor 3:21; 2 Cor 5:12. BE MORE ABUNDANT/overflow IN JESUS CHRIST FOR/on account of ME- In His contribution to their life in Christ. Generally we grow in knowledge and experience of Christ through His servants who share with us what He has given them of His saving/strengthening/transforming truths. BY MY COMING/being with you- His being present with them would stimulate their growth and joy in Christ, as they saw and heard what Paul had learned of the Lord - and vice versa. 

1:27-4:23 Requirements for Joyful Fellowship in Christ

(Paul turns back to their situation and sets out how they can show that the Lord Jesus is an effective Saviour by their joyful unity and spiritual growth. Only as members of Christ's body are united in Him and function together happily can they accomplish His purposes in the Gospel. This is true of inter-church fellowship but Paul concentrates on the local congregation. The main cause of disunity isn't doctrinal but in personal relationships - jealousy, bickering, or simply lack of consideration for others. God chose as members of His body people with different abilities, temperaments, interests, etc. If they own Him as Lord and accept one another, Rom 15:5-7, this creates a strong, balanced and effective church. For this to happen they must make the effort to love one another, and be willing to support church activities which have little natural appeal to them. We're paddling upstream against the flow of the river of life, and must hold together in spite of the natural tendency of humans groups to disintegrate - doubly so when there's no strong visible leader.) 

Footnote **15 With Christ, 2 Cor 13:4; 1 Th 4:14, 17, Cp 3:21; Rom 6:4-5, 8; 8:17; Gal 2:20; Col 2:12; 20; 3:3-4; 2 Tim 2:11.

1:27-30 Steadfastness & Unity in the face of Opposition 

(Persecution will drive them closer and strengthen mutual support, if they're united. If not, it will scatter them and put the fire out. It will compel them to choose loyalty to Gospel-oriented living, or they'll quit witnessing and growing. Paul has been reporting on the progress of the Gospel at Rome. Philippi was a "little Rome" and they face the same problems. His words are backed by his experience.)

1:27-28 ONLY/Whatever happens- To Paul or to them only one thing is vital. YOUR CONVERSATION/conduct yourselves- Politeuomai- To live as a citizen with responsibilities - political, moral, social, religious - to that city- Polis. **15 worthy of THE GOSPEL- Living as loyal citizens of heaven must be their great concern. All they are and do must be rightly related to their Lord and His Gospel, demonstrating the truth and value of the Gospel, and spreading it. Jews were to live in relation to the Covenant and its Law, Lev 18:5. Christians are to live their whole life oriented to Christ and His Gospel, 1:5, 7, 12, 16, 21-22, 29; 3:9-11; 4:15, etc. The Gospel establishes the norm of Christian living yet it's not a new LAW. it's a revelation of Christ as the full provision for human need, and under the application of the Holy Spirit it's effective in transforming lives as we co-operate, Rom 8:1-16. 

WHETHER I COME.. OR in my absence I HEAR.. THAT you STAND FAST/firm- And stand upright, Gal 5:1. IN ONE SPIRIT- 1 Cor 16:13; 2 Th 2:15. In view of what the Gospel has done for them they should stand firm like soldiers in the face of enemy attacks, guided and enabled by the Spirit of God, 2:1; 1 Cor 2:13; Eph 2:18; 4:4. Paul did this as it was necessary so the Gospel could spread and bless others. STRIVING TOGETHER/contending as ONE MIND/man- Psuche- One in soul, mind, desires, will and purpose. Willing to Lay down our life- Psuche for each other, Jn 15:9-13. This one-ness of soul, supporting each other in doing God's will, was seen in Acts 4:32. We have been given one task, Acts 1:8, and face a common foe so we should form a team loyal to each other and not fight amongst ourselves. FOR THE FAITH- #1:25 OF THE GOSPEL- The Faith which is the Gospel truths that saved us, or the believing obedience to the Gospel. The Gospel message is the Faith given once and for all Eph 4:5; Jude 3. It's the message about Christ that empowers us to live it out, defend it and pass on its truths, Rom 16:26; 1 Cor 13:6; 2 Tim 1:8; 3 Jn 8. We're opposed by evil which must be faced in the Lord's Name, armed with His weapons, 2 Cor 6:7. 

Without being TERRIFIED/frightened- Like a timid horse. in any way BY YOUR ADVERSARIES/those who oppose- Persecute bully, threaten, ridicule - oppose their message or lifestyle. Jn 15:18-25; 1 Pet 1:3-9; 2:11-17; 3:13-17. 4:1-6. At Philippi to be a good citizen meant to worship the Emperor. 

Footnote **15  Usually Paul said WALK as a Christian should, Rom 13:13; Eph 4:1; Col 1:10; 1 Th 2:12; 4:12, but Philippi was a colony where Roman citizenship, its privileges and responsibilities were a constant feature of life, so Paul says we have our own city - Heaven, Heb 11:16, and our loyalty to its Lord, our Deliverer, 2:21.

The concision, 3:2, may have been those demanding conformity to the Law and accusing Christians who resisted as being outside legalised religion Cp 1 Th 2:13-16. If so Christian Jews should stand with their uncircumcised Gentile brothers. We need to remember the Lord foretold opposition and provided for it, Jn 16:33, and in the end it's the opposition who should be in a panic. **16

TO THEM AN EVIDENT TOKEN/sign- Endeixis- A proof based on factual evidence, as in Rom 3:25-26; 2 Cor 8:24. OF PERDITION/that they will be destroyed- Apoleia- What God gave His Son to prevent, Jn 3:16, BUT TO YOU OF SALVATION/that you will be saved- #1:19. To be persecuted by those who persecuted Christ points to our enjoying Salvation with Him when He comes. Fearlessness in the face of persecution is a strong indication that God is present and at work in the weak persecuted people, and will defeat the strong persecutors.

1:29-30 GIVEN/granted to you- Charizoma- Given freely as an act of Charis= Grace, and we should receive it as such, 1 Pet 4:12-14. IN/on BEHALF OF CHRIST.. TO BELIEVE ON HIM- God made it possible for us to entrust ourselves to Him to save us, Jn 3:16. ALSO TO SUFFER FOR HIS SAKE/him- Christ suffered for us, to bring us to God, 1 Pet 3:18. Cp Rom 8:29-32; Col 1:24-29. Beyond the sufferings inevitable in a rebel world Christians must expect to suffer because of being associated with Christ, Acts 5:41; 9:16; 21:13; 2 Cor 12:10; 2 Th 1:5. Sharing God's love for the world means sharing His grief at its sin and folly. Our higher standards may annoy our neighbours who feel their life-style threatened by it as well as their resenting being offered the Gospel to save them from the sins they loved. In Paul's time violent persecution was common. **17 

HAVING THE SAME CONFLICT/going through the same struggle- Agon- as in Col 2:1; 1 Th 2:2; 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7. From Agona- a gladiatorial or athletic contest as in 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7. you SAW I had- Acts 16:19-24. Paul and the readers were in the same team at the athletic contest. HEAR.. I still have- Paul could appeal to what they had seen him suffer and triumph over, and they knew that this lifestyle was continuing. They shared in the struggle for the advancement of the Gospel,1:5; Col 4:12-13; 1 Th 2:2. 

Footnote **16 Success in intimidating the opposition is an aid to victory in any war or game. Cp Assyrian psychological warfare, 2 Ki 18:17-35. Christians are to show God's love towards everyone, but we must resist evil, and proclaim the Gospel truth against all opposition, united and confident, not allowing the opposition to panic us, or put us off our game, Ps 44:22; Rom 8:36; 2 Cor 4:11. 

Footnote **17 When we're suffering we're tempted to think we must be on the wrong track, out of God's favour, abandoned by God, etc, 1 Pet 1:5-9 - especially if we've been told that as God's children we can demand a trouble-free life. God through Paul assures us that fellowship with Christ in believing, serving, and suffering are aspects of God's Grace to us. To know that His Love grants us suffering, which He shares with us in love for the fulfilment of His glorious, merciful purposes, strengthens us to stand firm with our Lord. (Other gifts from God are in Jn 3:16; Rom 8:32; 1 Cor 2:12; Gal 3:18; Eph 4:32; Col 2:13; 3:13; 1 Jn 5:11, etc.) 

2:1-4 Humility & Mutual Consideration in Shared Blessings

(Living in a way worthy of the Gospel, 1:27, is summed up in this list of the blessings the Gospel has brought them. Paul urges them to behave in the ways that spring from our life in Christ so that we all together continue to change and grow up in Christ to enjoy the blessings fully, and spread the Gospel that brings them. If we're not experiencing the blessings we should examine ourselves in God's presence and seek His help to put things right.)

2:1-2 If- If/Since. Paul is describing what he knows from experience is true, saying this is the situation, and this is the response it calls for. CONSOLATION/encouragement- Paraklesis- Para- to the side, alongside, Kaleo- to call. A calling someone to one's side to meet one's need of help, encouragement, strength, comfort, etc. God isn't standing back giving us good advice, and saying "I told you so." In Christ He stepped down to us, 2 Cor 5:21, and by His Spirit the Parakletos- Advocate, comforter, Jn 14:16; 1 Jn 2:1, He continually works with us. IN/being united with CHRIST- KJV is what the text says, as in 1:1. NIV is an attempt to explain what it means. Being in Christ commits us to looking to Him, Heb 12:2, opening our life to Him, Jn 15:5, and receiving from Him guidance, encouragement and strength as we try to live in His ways, 1:28-30; Rom 5:1-5; 2 Cor 13:13-14; Jas 1:5-8. 

IF ANY COMFORT- Paramuthion- A speaking closely to someone in a friendly way as in Jn 11:18 - not shouting from a distance! Our Lord treats us in this way, and in turn we are to COMFORT the feeble-minded/ discouraged/consciously inadequate 1 Th 5:14. Cp 1 Cor 14:3; 1 Th 2:12; 5:14. Our fellowship with others in the local church family requires us to give "Get up and get going I'll help you" comfort, but also "I'll sit down with you and listen" comfort. We need grace and wisdom to know when to use either. OF/from his LOVE- #1:9 God's Love is our family atmosphere as it's the Sun that shines constantly on us. His Love reassures us of His Salvation, continued presence and support, Isa 49:15-16; Jer 31:3; Rom 5:5; Gal 2:20; Heb 13:5. We shouldn't let it be wasted on our rebellious backs, or the fog of self-pity with which we surround ourselves, but be eager to live in that love, Jn 15:10 Jude 20-21.

IF ANY FELLOWSHIP- #1:5. OF/with THE SPIRIT- Sharing life with Jesus Christ enabled a tax collector and a zealot/freedom-fighter to work together as His disciples. That fellowship blossomed and spread in the formation of the Church at Pentecost, Act 2:42-47. We became part of it when we were born and baptised by the Holy Spirit, Jn 3:5-8 1 Cor 12:13, and we must be careful not to hinder His fruitful work in us, Gal 5:13-26; Eph 4:30; 1 Th 5:19. Fellowship among believers is created by the Spirit as we share together in the life of the Lord Jesus, 1 Cor 1:9; 12:13-26. And receive from Him love and power to live the way the Lord wants us to live, Jn 15:1-10; Acts 1:8; Rom 5:5. 

IF ANY BOWELS/tenderness- #1:8 D. The compassion with which Jesus viewed the crowd, Mk 6:34, the Good Samaritan viewed the wayside victim, Lk 10:33 and the Father viewed the Prodigal Son, Lk 15:20. If we are God's children it's because God has shown compassion to us in Christ - and moved His people to show compassion to us. This commits us to showing compassion to others, knowing that everyone we meet is either God's child, or an object of God's saving purposes. AND MERCIES/ compassion- Oiktirmos- Pity, compassion, especially towards members of the household- Oikos. LXX uses it for Racham- Mercy, compassion, and Womb, Ex 34:6; Neh 9:19; Ps 25:6, etc. God is the Father of such MERCIES, 2 Cor 1:3. Used also in Rom 12:1; Jas 5:11. We who have experienced God's mercy are to remember the blessings we share, and live appropriately spontaneously and joyfully.

FULFIL/make MY JOY complete- They were already a joy to Paul, 1:4. If they wanted to please him and their Lord, this was what they must do. Paul acted like a parent faced with quarrelling infants - picked them up, hugged them and put them down saying "I love you, make me happy by playing nicely." Their joy in the Lord, along with all else the Gospel had brought, came to them through Paul. His joy in them would be full if only they would choose to live in the fulness of what that Gospel had brought them - life in the love of God is a warm sonship fellowship. As long as there is coldness, rivalry, jealousy, etc between members of Christ's body in Philippi Paul can't be fully happy - his love for His Lord and for them makes it impossible. We too should make our Elders happy by the way we live, Heb 13:17. 

BE/by being LIKEMINDED- Phroneo #1:7. We're individually responsible to listen to God in His Word, but, taught by the Spirit, this will be thinking harmoniously - each making their contribution and valuing that made by others, Rom 15:4-7. I've no right to tell you what you must think, or vice-versa, but if we want to live in His Love we must all submit to the Lord's mind, Jn 15:9-10. Cp Mt 11:28-30; 1 Cor 2:2-16; 2 Cor 10:5. He wants unity, not uniformity - God has made us different, and placed us in His body to exercise the differing functions which He fits us for, for the good of the body as a whole, 1 Cor 12:12-26. This would advance the Gospel among them and through them. HAVING THE SAME LOVE- #1:9. We share together in the love of God poured into our hearts, Rom 5:5, and our love for one another is to reflect God's love for us in Christ, 1 Jn 4:7-21. Love begins when we care more for the needs of someone else than we care for ourself. 

BEING OF ONE ACCORD/one in spirit- Sumpsuchos- Fellow-soulled. An inner harmony as opposed to selfish ambition and disunity, or enforced uniformity. Choosing to share and be pleased with the same purposes, way of thinking, choices and viewpoints. Ready to rejoice or weep with one another, 1 Cor 12:14-26. The soul-life we're to lay down for each other as the LORD did for us Jn 15:13. That constant martyrdom is inseparable from fellowship! 

OF ONE MIND/and purpose- Phroneo #1:7 We're naturally selfish, even in the things of God, but when we yield to the Lord, Gal 2:20, we're united with His work in others and we begin to relate to them as we should, 1:27; Rom 15:5-7.

2:3-4 NOTHING.. of STRIFE/selfish ambition- #1:16. Cp 1;17; 2 Cor 12:20; Gal 5:13, 20. Never act with selfish motives. if EGO is what makes ME GO "Lord Help ME to show them," strife is inevitable. In the presence of God, constantly check whether the way we want things to be done is His idea, or is what suits us. OR VAIN GLORY/conceit- Kenodoxia. Kenos- Empty. Doxia- Reputation, glory. A desire to boast or make people think we're important, as in Acts 12:20-23. Cp 1:11; 3:21; 4:20. Gaining the world, and being a DEAD millionaire, dictator, star, etc is empty, Mk 8:34-38. All self-triumphs are.

IN LOWLINESS OF MIND/humility- The opposite of vainglory. The world admires the self-assertive, but God honours selfless humility, LXX Ps 10:17; 31:7; Pr 3:34; 11:2; 15:33, and the Lord demonstrated it 2:8; Jn 13:1-17. Recognising that we're totally dependent on God and His grace moves us to help others, not compete with them, 2:2; Rom 12:16; Eph 4:2; Col 3:12; 1 Pet 5:5-6. Cp Mt 11:29; Jn 15:7-10. ESTEEM/consider OTHERS- Mutually. BETTER- Not that everybody is better than us - that's impossible. An expert musician shouldn't pretend a learner is a better musician, but he should show him consideration. The point is that when we disagree, we're not to take it for granted we're right and others are wrong. Gift IS gift, but it's mainly to the credit of the Giver, 1 Cor 4:7. Generous appreciation of our efforts, from our spiritual betters is ego-shrivelling and fellowship-promoting. In the church fellowship, as in the home, letting the good of others come first in our thoughts brings joy and blessing.

Each should LOOK- Skopeo- To take aim at, consider. Skopos- A mark. Fix one's attention on as in 3:14; 2 Cor 4:18; Gal 6:1. not only.. HIS OWN- is what the Greek says. THINGS/interests, ideas, point of view, etc is added in translation. BUT EVERY MAN ALSO ON.. OTHERS- Heteros- Others of a different kind. This commands us to listen to fellow-Christians who are different from us in temperament, race, culture, education, spiritual convictions etc, and take their ideas into account. They are as different from us as hands, eyes and lungs are in the human body and it's for that reason that God has placed them with us in His body, the local church, 1 Cor 12:12-26. It's by making the effort to listen to each other, and understand what concerns them that we can work together in the things of God, sincerely, Rom 15:1-7. **18 

Footnote **18 Obeying this Scripture will slow us down by requiring that we build SPIRITUALLY, by all growing closer to the Lord. Some of us don't care enough about obeying God's Word. Some of us are like the Pharisees, so fussy about the details that we neglect the important things, Mt 23:23. Some are eager to spring into action, some are cautious. God gave us those natures, and placed us together so we could each contribute what was needed for the healthy functioning of the church fellowship body, 1 Cor 12:12-26. We do so as we trust and obey the Head and in love share with others what He gives us, Eph 1:22-23; 4:15-16; Col 1:18; 2:10-19. Cp Rom 8:1-16; 2 Cor 3:2-18; 1 Cor 12:13; Gal 3:23-4:7; 5:13-26; Eph 4:30; 1 Th 5:19. 

No selfish ambitions for the church and our role in it, 1 Cor 10:24, 33. No demanding our rights or showing off our spiritual experiences and superiority. Cp Jn 15:13; 1 Cor 9:22-23. In planning the life of the family, children need to have their ideas considered - and similarly in the church fellowship.

2:5-11 Christ the Pattern of Humility & Triumph 

(Paul has urged us to develop the full blessings of the life in Christ which we have begun to enjoy. He now sets out clearly that what is asked of us is what the Lord Himself did in order to provide that life for us. The atoning purpose of Christ's death is ignored - so the kind of life He won for us, Heb 2:10, stands out vividly - suffering followed by glory, Lk 24:26; Heb 12:2; 1 Pet 3:10-22; 5:1; Rev 5:12. (We shouldn't clutter up our messages by trying to cover ALL aspects of matters dealt with.) Paul wrote in this vivid, poetic, emotional way when conscious of the wonder of the Lord's person and work, Rom 8:32-39; 11:33-36; 1 Cor 13, etc. It fits into the Epistle's flow of thought. Any suggestion that he's quoting a hymn risks burying the glorious truth under masses of argument. These verses - as God He emptied Himself, and as man He humbled Himself - reveal for all time the heart of God. Dogmatism and argument arising from pride in our having the correct understanding of these truths will rob us of their value. The good of what God says in these verses can be gained only by treasuring them in our heart, Lk 2:51. They call for worship, rather than critical analysis). 

2:5-6 LET THIS MIND/attitude- #1:7. The attitude you adopt towards yourself and others - a state of heart as much as a state of mind. YOU/your- In you as individuals, and among you collectively, as in 1:27-2:4. IN/of CHRIST JESUS- They are in Christ, 2:1. They are to adopt the same attitude and behave according to the pattern displayed in the life of Christ Jesus their Saviour and Lord - as God has always intended people to live, Rom 8:29. Christ is in every Christian. We need to learn to stop being our natural self and let Him run our lives - express His nature by our being dead to ours, Rom 8:1-15; Gal 2:20. We'll then fulfil 2:4. The description of the sacrificial, serving, selfless mind of our Lord and Saviour uses the Aorist tense - actions taken at a point in time but having permanent effect. Salvation is a consequence of His once-and-for-all action and its on-going effect. 

WHO BEING IN THE FORM OF/in very nature GOD- Morphe- The essential form that corresponds to the underlying reality. This is in contrast to Likeness 2:7; 1 Cor 7:31. Jesus had been eternally sharing the Being and Nature of God the Father. He took up the FORM of a servant- became totally, perfectly THE Servant. When men saw Jesus as a man in His servant role, they saw God at work among them, Immanuel, Mt 1:23, the Eternal Word in human form, Jn 1:14. Totally and perfectly God, and continuing to be so in becoming

Footnote **18 (Cont) Unity isn't uniformity. Our Lord's mind is so vast, that the fragment of it understood and dear to me, may be different from the fragment dear to another, but as we share we're both blessed. As we draw near to Him we are closer to each other. God uses People who know much less of His Word than we do and care less about keeping the rules it gives, but get busy at enjoying God's blessings and offering them to others. God often sends revival through new groups perhaps because every group of Christians gets loaded with so many "essential doctrines/practices" their hands are busy trying to hold on to them, and God has to use someone else to reach out His hand of love to rescue and save people.

    totally and perfectly the promised Servant of God, Isa 42:1-8; 49:1-9; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12. As the "Slave-Son" of the Lord, on earth, He revealed the glory of the Invisible God, Heb 1:3 remaining, as ever, in the bosom of the Father, Jn 1:14-18. Paul expresses the idea elsewhere by saying Jesus was the image of God, 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:15, and we are to be conformed to His Image, 3:21; Rom 8:29; 1 Cor 15:49; Eph 4:24; Col 3:9-10. In taking up the towel and basin, He was fully conscious of Who He was eternally, Jn 13:3-5. Wesley wrote of Bethlehem "His hands upheld the universe, while Mary's arms held Him." 

THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD/did not consider equality with God something to be grasped- Harpagmos- To grasp or to hold on to. To be in glory, the centre of the praise, worship and service of angels was His natural right as God. If He had been selfish He would have held on to this privileged situation. Instead He looked on the interests of others, 1:4 - us sinners - and chose the joy that came through suffering, Heb 12:2. **19 He chose to give up the exercise of His equality with the Father, **20 and take up the role of obedient slave to the Father in order to accomplish the mutually agreed purpose - man being in the image of God, Rom 8:29; 2 Cor 8:9. Cp 2 Cor 5:21. Adam, prompted by Satan, took independent-of-God action, grasping at equality with God/independence from God - looking after his own interests - and fell helplessly into sin. The Lord Jesus reversed the process with total obedience, giving up Heaven to make our God-likeness possible, Rom 5:15-19; 1 Cor 15:45-49. 

Footnote **19 The joy He chose was greater than the joy He gave up, but it was a costly joy, Heb 12:2. A man must give up the joys of independence to gain the greater joy, married life. When we find our Assembly is no longer an effective witness - the Lord is no longer adding to it - we must be willing to change. This may mean our giving up some things we enjoy - good things that seem God-honouring - as well as selfish things. Heaven was GOOD, but God the Son gave it up, to take up Bethlehem, Nazareth, Galilee, the Cross, to provide Salvation for you and me. We have to decide what is important. If our hand is full of Gold nuggets, we'd be a fool to drop them to pick up a 5 cent piece, but wise if it was to pick up food for the starving – we must put the needs of others ahead of our preferences. 

Footnote **20 He could not give up what He didn't already have. Security of possession, for a robber, depends on a tight grip. The true owner can put a possession down, and take it up at will - Cp Czar Peter's prolonged absence in Europe, learning how he could modernize Russia.

When we fly to the defence of the Deity of Jesus of Nazareth we tend to undermine the reality of His humanity, and of His effective High Priesthood. The NT emphasis is on His sinless, totally-pleasing-to-the-Father life of perfect total love for God and Man as a man obedient to the Father in the power of the Spirit, Jn 15:8-10; 17:18-19; Heb 2:10-18; 1 Jn 4:17. We risk doing for Him what He refused to do for Himself - grasping at the show of equality with God. The Son regarded His equality with God not as excusing Him from atoning suffering, but as uniquely qualifying Him for it. He who was God chose the path of humiliation, incarnation, suffering and death for our Salvation. Why should we demand our rights in dealing with our fellow saved-sinners? He could take off His royal clothes and put on the clothes of a servant, but not take off His essential self. He remained God the Son in becoming the promised totally-surrendered servant of God. There is no need to argue about of what He emptied Himself, or how much He emptied Himself - what follows shows what it meant to Him. 2:6-8 is about the actions of Christ. 2:9-11 the actions of God. 

2:7 BUT MADE HIMSELF- Himself is emphatic. It was His choice, His own willed action. OF NO REPUTATION/nothing- Kenoo- To neutralise, make empty. Used in Rom 4:14; 1 Cor 1:17; 9:15, 2 Cor 9:3. If He had lived here as God it would have been impossible for people to follow Him as disciples, or betray and crucify Him. He gave up all that would prevent Him, as a man. living the perfect human life His death and resurrection would offer to all men, Jn 8:28-29, 34-36; 10:10; 12:49-50; 15:9-10; 17:14-23; Rom 8:1-30; Heb 2:10-18; 2 Pet 1:2-4. While He used nothing of His own omnipotence, omniscience, etc He didn't share the ignorance of the men of His time. He functioned as the slave of the Father, Heb 10:7, with all the Father's knowledge and power available to Him, Jn 2:23-25. Mt 17:2 says He was transfigured, not that He transfigured Himself. 

THE FORM/very nature- Morphe. OF A SERVANT- Doulos #1:1. ? **21 Taking the slave's role meant having no will or rights of His own, totally at the disposal of the Triune God, Heb 10:7-9 - each member of the Godhead played His distinctive role, Jn 3:16; 10:17; Mt 4:1; Heb 9:14, etc. He emptied Himself in that he took up the reality of being the Servant-Son of God, Messiah, for the salvation of mankind, Isa 52:13-53:12, etc. This invisible action was displayed in the life and death of the man Christ Jesus, Mt 20:28. 

WAS MADE/being- Ginomai- To become. IN THE LIKENESS- Homoioma- This doesn't deny that He was a real man. It reminds us that while to all appearance He was an ordinary human being, He was more than that - He was the Word made flesh, the Messianic Servant of God, Lamb of God, etc - things no other man ever could be, 2 Cor 5:21, etc. Truly man, but not merely man. OF MEN/human- Anthropos- A human being, a person. The Servant-slave form which He took up was that of humanity - God's creatures designed to live and be in the image of God in fellowship with Him, Gal 4:4-6; Heb 2:5-18. Cp Lk 2:52; Jn 1:14; Rom 8:3-4; Gal 4:4-5; Col 1:21-22; Heb 2:17; 4:15; 5:7-8; 1 Jn 4:2-3. Am I willing to become like others in order to help them?. 

2:8 IN FASHION/appearance- Schema- Visible appearance, behaviour - what makes someone recognisable. AS A MAN- Anthropos. HE HUMBLED HIMSELF- Tapeinoo. As He asks us to humble ourselves. In the Greek Himself He emptied emphasise His person, Himself He humbled emphasises His action - a continuous process He chose step by step. His self-denying humility and concern for others shown by His becoming human was continued by His allowing them to despise, reject, and kill Him, in order to be The Lamb of God taking the world's sin away, Jn 1:29; 1 Pet 2:24; 2 Cor 5:21, etc. 

Footnote **21 Human nature has a horror of slavery, or even giving up the right to do what we please. But the Master of all became the slave of all, Mt 20:27-28; Mk 10:44-45 - showing that God isn't grasping, but self-giving for the sake of others. As that is the source and pattern of the Christian life Paul was proud to be the Doulos of Christ, 1:1; Rom 1:1; Gal 1:10, and used bond-service to describe Christian life, Rom 7:6, 25; 12:11; 14:18; Gal 5 :13; Col 3:24; 1 Th 1:9.

BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH- As He asks us to be willing to die to our personal wishes and preferences. As sinless, unfallen man the Lord had every right to seek pleasure/avoid pain, but He chose to walk the path of obedience all the way to the Cross, Jn 10:17; Rom 5:12-21; Heb 5:8; 10:7-10; 12:2. He allows us to see the cost of this at Gethsemane. THE CROSS- Stauros- The most degrading end to a life. **22 Having stepped down from the highest glory He humbled Himself as man to the lowest depths of rejection, suffering, and mockery, Isa 53:1-3. Nailed down in physical agony and helplessness. Lifted up for maximum exposure to rejection and mockery. And becoming a curse for us in dying, 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3:13. In the will of the Triune God, this was what the Son became man for, so as to open a gateway for us into the glory, 2 Pet 1:2-4. 

2:9 WHEREFORE/Therefore GOD.. HIGHLY EXALTED HIM/to the highest place- Cp Ps 97:9 Isa 53:12; Dan 7:13-14. From the depths to which He humbled Himself for our salvation God exalted Him to the highest possible place of heavenly honour. From God-forsaken darkness, 2 Cor 5:21 to the throne, Rev 5:6. As GOD the throne had been His. It was now His as MAN, having identified Himself with us as under Judgment, to bring us to Glory, Rom 8:18-25, 29-30; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 2:5-18. This displayed God's wisdom to the universe, Eph 3:10, by fulfilling His goal in Creation, Gen 1:26-27. It also provided righteous means to put down all rebellion and banish it from the universe, 1 Cor 15:23-28; Col 1:20; 2:15. Cp David proclaiming Solomon King, 1 Ki 1. The Triumph at the end will display what was true all along "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." This confirms what Paul taught - in the face of the mockery of Proud Pharisee and Proud Greek Philosopher alike, 1 Cor 1:18-25. In God's order, being exalted is preceded by self-humbling, Mt 18:4; 23:12; Lk 14:11; 18:14; Jas 4:6, 10. 1 Pet 5:5-7. Like the serpent on the pole Christ had been lifted up Num 21:9; Jn 3:14 for us. Now God has exalted Him, Acts 2:33; 5:31.. Cp Ps 96:9; Jer 10:6; Dan 2:47. So as disciples of our Lord we should gladly become humble servants of all, **23 knowing that God sees and values all we do and will exalt us at the right time, 1 Cor 15:58; Gal 6:9-10, etc. They will join Him in Glory, so must set themselves to live and work accordingly, 2 Pet 1:3-12. 

Footnote **22 The Cross was the most cruel and despised death - to mention it in polite society was counted obscene. The Roman Cicero wrote , Verr 5.66 "To crucify (a Roman) - there is no fitting word that can possibly describe so horrible a deed." 

Footnote **23 Our human natures say "I'm willing to obey the Lord, but I'm not going to let anyone push me around," or "I have to have congenial surroundings," etc. Our Lord, in obedience to a couple of Galilean peasants, Lk 2:49-51, left the Temple and His Father's business to spend long years in the carpenter's shop making a meagre living, worshipping in a dull little synagogue, week by week. Stop and think what village life would mean to a perfectly sensitive nose, the pettiness of village conversation to His mind, the petty cruelties and deprivations to His heart - "Oh Lord forgive me, for I complain, I argue, I avoid."

GIVEN/gave- Granted as an act of Grace, as 1:29. A/the NAME- Implies the dignity, authority, character, majesty, power etc associated with the Name, Eph 1:21; Heb 1:4. ABOVE EVERY NAME- In the OT THE Name can mean only God's Name which is THE name above all names, that of the Lord of Lords and King of Kings. Cp Eph 1:21. Declared that He is LORD, 2:11. He is not merely Joshua/Jesus the Lord's Salvation, the Lord-sent Saviour. The rejected and crucified man is publicly declared to be what He is, Jehovah the Saviour, LORD of all. Isa 45:18-23. Cp 1 Chr 29:11-12; Ps 47:2; 83:18; 97:9. In a different sense it may mean that the Name Jesus - Jehovah the Saviour - is shown to be revealing the highest essence of the being of God.

2:10-11 THAT AT- En- in. THE NAME OF JESUS- In honour of the Name Jesus. EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW- Isa 45:23; Rom 11:4; 14:11. Not that when the Name of Jesus is mentioned people will go through the motions of kneeling, but that what the name Jesus proclaims Him to be will be universally acknowledged as the Saving God of Israel and Lord of all. God has already done this - just as He has glorified you and me, and that's not yet been made visible, Rom 8:30. **25 IN HEAVEN.. EARTH.. UNDER THE EARTH- All the created beings of the Universe, will bow in submission, if not in worship, to the Son as to the Father, Isa 45:22-23; Eph 1:20-22; 4:10; Rev 5:3-13. His position and power is irresistible and acknowledged even by those who hate Him, Rom 3:19; 1 Cor 15:24-25; Col 2:15; Rev 6:15-17.

EVERY TONGUE CONFESS- It's used more than 100x for giving thanks or praise to God, Ps 28:6-7; 105:1-6; 107:1, 8. etc. THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD- Kurios #1:2 Used in Greek LXX and Mt 3:3, etc to translate the Hebrew Jehovah/Yahweh/The I AM. The Servant of the Lord is exalted to be the Judge of all, the Saviour of all the Redeemed, who gladly confess that Jesus is Lord, Rev 5:14. **26 Rebels who resisted Him, faced with His triumphant power will confess who He is, Mt 8:29, and acknowledge His right to rule, Isa 45:23-24; Rev 5:13. There are no unbelievers in Heaven, or in Hell, Jas 2:19. 

TO THE GLORY- #1:11 OF GOD THE FATHER- All the Son did on earth glorified the Father, Jn 17:1-24; 1 Cor 15:28. When we confess Jesus as Lord by obeying Him, Lk 6:46, His work through us further glorifies the Father. 

Footnote **25 Glimpses in Creation of God's glory - sunsets, mountains, waterfalls, the experience of falling in love, the sight of a sleeping infant - may produce in us awe, a quiet delight, a sense of our smallness lost in a greatness. It seems to me that a realisation of the glory of these verses comes to us most naturally as we sit around His Table with our thoughts directed by our Lord's command Remember.

Footnote **26 The confession that Jesus is Lord at present distinguishes the Believer from the unbeliever, Rom 10:9, as it's possible only by the Spirit, 1 Cor 12:3. Cp Acts 2:36. We may say "But of course if God wanted me to give up MY VIEW of what this Assembly should be I'd do it at once." Let's not fool ourselves. Unless we can agree on what God wants done, at least some of us are still determined to have our own way, and we must echo Mt 26:22. The Bible says the only thing that can stop ME doing God's will is ME. 

2:12-30 Outwork Salvation - Uncomplaining Effective Witness

(Those who have experienced the blessings of the Gospel, 2:1-4, and realised that the self-humiliated One has been exalted to the Highest as Lord, 2:5-11 - they have every reason to be like their Lord and humble themselves so they can live in brotherly unity, and so enjoy and demonstrate to the world their Lord and His Gospel, Jn 13:12-17; 17:20-23; Rom 15:6-13; 1 Cor 15:58; Rev 3:21. The answer to life's problems is to proclaim Christ our Lord and Saviour and, in response to His sacrificial love, work out the life He has won for us, and is working in us. The reality of our life in Christ will become visible as we give up grumbling and arguing. Our church life will then be a shining contrast to the darkness of the world around, and a strong commendation of the Gospel we proclaim.)

2:12 WHEREFORE/Therefore MY BELOVED/dear friends- Agapetos- from Agape, #1:9. Paul writes out of his heart's love for them, as in 3:1; 4:1; 1 Cor 10:14; 15:58; 2 Cor 12:19. AS.. ALWAYS OBEYED IN MY PRESENCE- When he taught them face to face. MORE IN MY ABSENCE- When they read what Paul has written of God's Word, as we do. Paul's presence wasn't important - the important thing is that the Lord is always present. **27 Paul was careful not to be a petty tyrant dictating the details of their lives, 2 Cor 1:24, but as an Apostle he expected obedience when he spoke or wrote God's words, 1 Cor 14:37-40; 2 Cor 2:9; 7:15; 10:6; Phile 21. These were to be worked out by them with their eyes on the Lord, Rom 14:1-23. 

continue to WORK OUT/at- Katergazomai- To work fully, actively, thoroughly. The Greek has the sense of continuing to work to its conclusion, as in Eph 6:13. YOUR OWN SALVATION- #1:19 Paul isn't saying they're to work and CREATE salvation for themselves - Salvation is God's gift, not our achievement, Eph 2:1-10. But we're responsible for what we do with God's gift, 1 Th 5:9-24; Jude 20-25, etc. We've been GIVEN Salvation, but we must learn to LIVE IT OUT. Salvation was provided by the Lord's self-sacrifice, and the life it provides is His, Gal 2:20. Each of us should live Salvation/the "saved life" to the full because we're part of God's work. Working out our own Salvation is a self-denying, self-dying action, taking responsibility for living worthily, 1:27. We must develop personal fellowship with God and His purposes, but you is plural and the special concern here is with their life together, not concentrating on individual interests or salvation, 1:28-2:4. Constantly applying to our lives the principles of the Gospel in which we have believed, 3:12-16; Rom 14:19; 1 Cor 9:24-27; 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Pet 1:4-11, will enable our collective church life to display Christ-likeness - its growth into full joy and effective witness, worship, and work, Mk 3:4; Act 4:9; 14:9. 

Footnote **27 Human nature responds to the pressures of the immediate surroundings and easily "forgets" good resolutions made when listening to an inspiring preacher. His absence, like the physical absence of their Master, frees them to develop convictions and show the reality of their servant-sonship, Mt 24:45-51; 25:20-30; Lk 12:43-47; 19:17-25; Rom 14:4, 10-12; 1 Cor 2:1-16; 11:1; 14:36-37; 2 Cor 1:24. 

WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING- Humble reverence, dependence on and devotion to God as in Ps 2:11; Isa 19:16. It's the proper response to God's revelation of Himself and His activity, Ex 15:16; Deu 2:25; 9:19; 11:25; Isa 6:1-5; Heb 12:21. Cp 2 Cor 7:15; Eph 6:5. God's love for us, Jn 3:16; Gal 2:20, shows our Salvation is so important in God's sight that we must take our stewardship of it seriously. It would be a shame to not love Him, a shame to disgrace His name by living as if we were worth nothing and it didn't matter what we did. To realise that God Almighty is working in us His eternal purposes of wisdom and love moves us to awe and carefulness as we face life and its choices. Not that we're scared God will hit us hard if we make a mistake, or take Salvation from us. I picture it as a little girl being allowed to take tea to a visitor in one of her mother's best cups. Proud, happy and very careful! **28 

Footnote **28 Or as a young couple truly in love, along with the driving force of sexual attraction have a sense of awe at the wonder that this other person is willing to give themselves to them, put themselves in their power. That sense of awe, of valuing each other, of being afraid to spoil and make cheap what is holy, and special, helps them to control, and use their love to God's Glory, and mutual blessing. Later when holding their baby in their arms they feel awe that their love has, under God, produced this wonder- A REAL PERSON, so helpless, so dependent on them, with such tremendous potential. In all three of those situations the fear and trembling is also a thrill, a joy, a "Wow this is happening to me! I wouldn't miss it for worlds, but it would be a pity to spoil it by acting carelessly." Solomon felt this when he became King, 1 Ki 3:4-9. I guess Olympic competitors feel that way as they line up for the starting gun!

This warns against the casual, self-centred attitude some take towards Church and Christian activities - Ignoring the sovereignty of God, or treating His Word as of no importance in directing their decisions and behaviour. When we think of the wonder of God's love shown in the Cross of Calvary, to save sinners and make us like Christ for ever, we can't make decisions quickly, or do things carelessly. And it requires us to treat one another with loving consideration and respect, 2:3-4. But inaction isn't a virtue. God is Holy and Powerful beyond our imagination, Heb 12:28-29, but we're not to tiptoe through life afraid to do anything in case God swatted us for annoying Him as we swat flies. It's impossible for anything that's evil, dirty, rotten, cruel, etc to have fellowship with Him. He is LIGHT, and His people walk with Him in Light, 1 Jn 1:5-7. But the fear of God, the beginning/foundation of the Wisdom essential for a life of holiness and blessing is SONSHIP not slavery. (MANkind, BROTHERly Love, and SONship, are inclusive words applying equally to women and men.) 

When we became God's children, Jn 1:12-13; 3:4-7; 1 Cor 12:13, etc the Holy Spirit came into us as a Spirit of Sonship, pouring God's LOVE into our hearts, Rom 5:5; 8:14-16, so we can truly love God, and act lovingly to others. Being Christ-like/living in fellowship with Christ is tough, but joyful, Jn 15:8-21; 1 Pet 1:3-9. We place ourselves in His hands, 3:8-11; Rom 12:1; Gal 2;20, assured that He knows what He is doing, 1:6 Rom 8:29-32. Fear and trembling at the wonder of God's loving purposes, Jn 3:16; 2 Cor 5:14-21; 1 Pet 3:15-17 will direct both our lives and the form of our witness. We'll speak of our Saviour, as saved sinners, not as Pharisees self-righteously despising others as sinners, or as regretting that we can't join their activities because we're afraid God might punish us. Of course we OUGHT to obey God, as children ought to obey their parents, but FEAR paralyses action and growth, LOVE encourages it. It's the parents' love for their children, and fellowship with them, that helps them to grow up to be like their parents. It's God's LOVE that we respond to best, Jn 3:16, 1 Jn 3:1-3; 4:7-16.

2:13 FOR IT IS GOD- Emphatic - God Himself. WHICH WORKETH/who works- Continuously, is always at work - see WORK in Rom 7:5; Gal 5:6. Cp 3:21; 1 Cor 12:6; Gal 2:8; 3:5; Eph 1:11, 19-20; 3:20; Col 1:29; 2:12. IN YOU- He works in us individually and among us collectively, by His Spirit in the mind, heart and will of His people. As we prepare a message. or decide whether to take part in worship - but also as we decide what to do with our car, money, spare time and whether to give in when we've been arguing. God Almighty stooped down to work mightily FOR ME, and is now working IN me - a matter of wonder and worship. That rules out our saying "It's MY life I can do what I like with it." As God is always at work in Christians and the outcome of His efforts is assured, 1:6; Rom 8:29-34, we should take our responsibilities seriously, 2:1-4; 2:12; 1 Cor 12:6; 15:10, 58; 2 Cor 3:5-6; 1 Th 2:13, 2 Pet 1:3-11. **29

BOTH TO WILL- To will and to do are present infinitives, suggesting an on-going, lengthy process. Our human nature, inherited from Adam, instinctively wants to please itself and be independent of God. Any desire to know and do the will of God is a miracle of God's Grace through the work of the Spirit of God winning our spirit to His will, Rom 8:1-16; Gal 5:16-26. This isn't a casual wish, or an imposed willing, but a glad surrendering to God's will that has become our will, Jn 15:8-14; Gal 2:20; 1 Jn 4:13-19. The Spirit reveals Christ, and His Loving purposes to us, as we read and think on God's Word, Rom 8:3-4; 1 Cor 12:6; 15:10; 2 Cor 3:4-6, 17-18; Col 1:29; 1 Th 2:13. As we choose to say YES to what the Spirit brings to our hearts and minds, we're still in charge of our lives. It's really US not a magic trick God plays on us - we're not puppets on a string! As we obey and try to work out our salvation we find we can do so because our choosing to obey is part of His working in us. **30

TO DO HIS GOOD PLEASURE- #1:15. Their doing what Paul is asking them to do is part of the good, glorious purpose and work of the Almighty God of Love with a view to His good pleasure - their Christ-likeness, Rom 8:29-31, displayed in Heaven as part of the triumphant achievement of the Crucified Son of God. 

Footnote **29 It's not simply "Let go and let God," or "It all depends on me." God is at work in us moulding us to His will, so we're to make decisions in obedience to His revealed will. Our will and working are to reflect His will and working, as a response to it and within it. The life and work of Sonship-servanthood is ALL of God's will and effort and ALL of our will and effort - a matter of interwoven wills and energies in fellowship. What God sets in motion, 1:6, He carries on in us and in response we're to put off the old and put on the new, Rom 6:2-6; 8:1-15; Gal 2:20; 3:27; 4:6-7; Eph 2:5-6; 4:22-32; Col 2:11, 20; 3:1-17. 

Footnote **30 In business terms the Lord working in me means that the bankrupt firm of "Me Ltd." has become "Jesus Christ is Lord & Me - Unlimited." In family terms a happy, obedient, growing little child brings pleasure and pride to their parent because that's the "good pleasure" will of a loving parent. And there's no greater joy to a child, than to know that they are enjoyed. 

2:14-16 DO ALL/everything WITHOUT MURMURINGS/complaining- As in the time of Moses, Ex 15:24; 16:2, 7-12; 17:1-7; Num 11:1-6; 14:1-4, 27-29; 16:41; 20:2-5; 21:4-5; Deu 32:12-20; 1 Cor 10:1-11. DISPUTINGS/arguing- If they didn't complain at what others do, or argue over what should be done, their fellowship would be united and joyful. Isn't life at home wonderful when there's no complaining and arguing! How does God feel when we argue? What does it do to His people? The way we treat or speak about each other isn't just a problem in social relationships that needs human counselling. It's an aspect of our functioning as God's people, and reveals our attitude towards God Himself. To grumble and quarrel with others is to do that with God, Rom 8:29. Social problems are soon solved for those who stop to think of 2:1-13. Note what other Apostles say, Jas 1:16-27; 2:14-20; 3:9-4:12; 1 Pet 4:7-11; 1 Jn 3:1-24. The sight of happy, supportive fellowships in a harsh world is an effective witness to the saving power of the Gospel.

BE/become BLAMELESS- The sort of person neither saints nor sinners find fault with, Lk 1:6. Complaining and arguing muddies the waters of fellowship from which all drink, Ezek 34:17-18. Quarrels among Christians disgrace the name of Christ in the eyes of the world. Only a clear conscience before God and man keeps us from conformity to this world and makes us an effective witness to the Gospel. Cp 1 Th 2:10; 3:13; 1 Pet 1:17-23; 2:11-17; 3:8-18. HARMLESS/pure- Mt 10:16. Unmixed with pride, self-will, jealousy, a competitive spirit, etc, Gal 5:20. Not sinless and certainly not indifferent to sinning. Quick to respond to conviction of sin, promptly confessing to the Lord, claiming cleansing, being reconciled and forsaking the sin as God's family should. The sort of person who harms nobody and who, if people copy, they don't harm themselves. Cp Heb 7:26.

SONS/Children OF GOD- Teknon- Child, one born into a family. From Tikto- To bear. This emphasises that being born into God's family the Christian receives His new nature - genetic inheritance - from God. WITHOUT REBUKE/fault- Never needing to be rebuked. As a child I hated being "told off" but was slow to learn to avoid it by good behaviour. By Grace we're God's children, Jn 1:12-13; Rom 8:15; Gal 4:4-6. As we let Him rule our life we'll be without fault and won't need to be rebuked. Our lives are to reflect the character of our Father so it's easy for everyone who watches us to believe there is a God, and that we're His children, Mt 5:13-48; Eph 1:4-14; 5:27; Col 1:21-27; Jude 24. 

IN.. a CROOKED.. PERVERSE NATION/depraved generation- A world that is twisted, distorted from God's intention. A world full of corrupt and sinful people who habitually do what is wrong, Deu 32:5; Rom 1:18-32. They've hardened themselves against the Lord and His Gospel. Mt 17:17; Acts 2:40; 13:10; 20:30; 1 Pet 2:18. 4:3; Rev 22:15. Our modern world is like that. They argue that there isn't a hell so they can do what they like, and often make a hellish mess of their own lives and the lives of others. If we get out of the Gospel what God has put in it for us, our lives will be a shining contrast to the lives of our neighbours. The more the world gets itself into a mess the less comfortable we are, but the more effective is the witness of a Christ-like life. 

SHINE- Phaino- To shine, give light, or to be seen, as in Mt 24:27; Rev 18:23. This is a different emphasis from Dan 12:3 where they shine in Heaven. Jesus, the Light of the World, used it of His followers, Mt 5:14; Lk 16:8; Jn 12:36; Eph 5:8; 1 Th 5:5. AS LIGHTS/like stars- As in Mt 5:16, good works seen - Father glorified. IN THE WORLD/Universe- Kosmos- Order, beauty. Used here of the world system of civilisation organised to be independent of God. As the stars etc shine in the world of God's Creation, so His children are to shine in the fallen world of rebel sinners, Jn 3:19. Cp Jn 1:9-10; 7:7; 9:5; 12:46, etc so people can safely guide their lives by our life.

HOLDING FORTH/As you hold out- Holding the Gospel strongly and preaching it vigorously, bringing it to the attention of those out of Christ, at any cost. THE WORD OF LIFE- The life-giving word, the Gospel by which those in darkness may see the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 2 Cor 4:6. Cp Acts 5:20; 13:26; 2 Cor 2:16; 2 Tim 1:10; Titus 1:9; 1 Jn 1:1. As we offer the message of life the church is to demonstrate God's order-will-purpose, shining brightly in the sight of the world. Not to show how good Christians are, but to show the good effect the Gospel has on those who believe it and receive Christ. **31

THAT I MAY REJOICE/boast- Kauchema- To boast, glory, rejoice. be proud of, happy about, etc. To us boasting is bad. In the NT it's the opposite of being ashamed. It can mean simply to be appreciative, thankful, and proud without any "showing off." Not boast of what Paul had done, but what in Grace Christ had done with him and through him, Rom 15:15-21; 1 Cor 15:10. Cp 1 Cor 3:21; 2 Cor 10:17. Like a proud parent rejoicing in the success of his child Paul will rejoice in having brought the Gospel to them, loved, advised and cared for them, 4:1; 2 Cor 1:14; 7:4. IN/on THE DAY OF CHRIST- The day when Christ takes His church-bride to Himself, and displays all that His sacrificial love for her has achieved, Eph 5:25-27. This is also the day when the Lord's servants will give account of their stewardship, and see it displayed, 1 Cor 3:10-15; 4:1-5; 2 Cor 1:14; 1 Th 2:19. Paul is responsible to see them not only saved, but presented perfect in Christ in the day to come, 2 Cor 11:2-3; Col 1:28. He lived with his eye on that day, and urged the Philippians to join him in this, 1:6, 9-10; 3:12, 20-21. 

Footnote **31 An aggressive evangelism will offend, unless backed by Godly living and kindly concern, 1 Cor 13:1-3. But living a kindly life will merely make us seem naturally good people, unless we witness as saved sinners to our Saviour. If we choose long term goals, problems remain. As we look at the wicked folly of the world we may feel like getting out in the streets and (continues next page)

NOT RUN- Our life and work as Christians is to be a vigorous activity like a race, Acts 13:25; 20:24; Rom 9:16; 1 Cor 9:24, 26; Gal 2:2; 5:7; 2 Tim 4:7. IN VAIN- Kenos. Used of water running to waste. His sufferings and effort not wasted. LABOURED/labour- Kopiao- Hard work that leaves one exhausted. IN VAIN/for nothing- To live a happy and useful life that makes people wish they were like us is fine, but almost useless unless we do the hard work of pointing them to the One who makes our lives happy and worthwhile. Paul takes the long view - what will they look like at the end of the road. We should live with that in view. We can choose to squander our time, money, effort etc on short-term pleasure, or use them for long term goals. Cp Isa 65:23. 

Examples of Selfless living

(Some might say that the gap between God the Son and mankind was so vast that His choices and behaviour were irrelevant to us. Paul now gives examples of men who have acted in fellowship with Christ. They show the practical effects of life in Christ crucified and glorified.)

2:17-18 IF I BE OFFERED/poured out like a drink offering- As the Lord's self-humiliation for the good of others ended in His death, death was probable for His servant-follower Paul. The OT cereal offerings were completed by pouring over them a drink offering of wine etc, Num 15:3-10. Once poured out, this, as with the blood of animal offerings, made the offering irreversible. THE SACRIFICE Cp 4:18; Heb 13:15-16; 1 Pet 2:5. Cp Ps 50:14, 23; 51:17. SERVICE- Leitourgia- English- Liturgy. The word is used in LXX Exodus chapters 28-39; Num 1 and 2; Ezek 40-46. In the NT it's used of Christ's priestly service, Heb 8:6. But as Christians aren't divided into priests and laity, it's used of any service they render to God in meeting human needs, 2:30; Rom 15:16; 2 Cor 9:12. 

OF/coming from YOUR FAITH- Their offering themselves to God in obedient fellowship growing out of their response to the Gospel they have received by faith, Rom 12;1 is the big thing. Paul is happy for his life to be given as an extra. While He lived Paul was pouring out his life for them. If his witness to 

Footnote **31 (Cont) shouting at them that they're heading for Judgment. But if our Gospel preaching makes people feel we're telling them off it's no wonder they don't listen. Those who put on a Band, Drama, Lively songs, Clowns, with a few snippets of Bible ideas do no better. If people are drawn to the entertainment it won't hold them long as night clubs are much more fun, even if they cost more. If we give Bible teaching - if we can't hold the attention of ONE person in a one-to-one Bible study, and develop in them a love for the Lord, and a hunger for His Word, how can we hope to do it by giving the same Bible-teaching spread thin over 30 people? There's no organisation or method that will guarantee SPIRITUAL results. There are no short cuts to soul-winning, or saint-building. God alone can do God's work, But 2:5-18 gives us some idea of what will set Him free to work among us. May the Lord have mercy on us, and revive us in Himself. Amen

    the Gospel resulted in the pouring out of his life's blood he was happy to regard that as a minor addition to their sacrificial lives, Rom 15:16; 2 Tim 4:6.. **32 I JOY/am glad-#1:18 AND REJOICE WITH YOU- To live for/with the Lord or to die for/and be with the Lord are equally joyful prospects for those in fellowship with Him, 1:20. They're following Him and sharing His joy, Heb 12:2. REJOICE WITH ME- Eph 3:13. Only what comes from the individual heart is of value, but only what contributes to the collective good is Christ-like and so worthy of the Gospel, Jn 4:23-24; 1 Cor 13:1-3. Christian life crucifies self, Gal 2;20, for the good of all, yet it also brings personal fulfilment and joy, Mk 8:34-38. 

2:19-21 I TRUST/hope IN THE LORD- Unlike those pleasing themselves, Jas 4:13-17, Paul submits his planning to the Lord's over-ruling - he lives and plans in Christ, 2:1. Christian life and service is held in balance between reliance on God, and our sonship responsibility to plan ahead making decisions based on our experience-knowledge of God and His will. God expects us to place ourselves in His hands, use common-sense sonship, and trust in Him confident that He will re-direct us if necessary, Rom 15:24; 1 Cor 4:19; 16:5-7; Phm 22, This honours the Lord - even God can't steer a drifting boat. TO SEND TIMOTHY THAT I MAY BE cheered WHEN I KNOW/ receive news about you- They would be helped by a visit from Timothy and the news he brought back would cheer Paul. That Paul expects the news will be a joy to him would help them to respond positively to the letter! 

FOR I HAVE NO MAN/no one else LIKEMINDED/like him- Isopsuchos- Equal soulled. Same-soulled, one in spirit, 2:2 is a similar word. No-one as suitable. Many church members would be slaves with no freedom to travel. WHO WILL NATURALLY- Gnesios- Lawfully begotten, so genuinely, as born to it. Timothy, like the Corinthians, was spiritually Paul's son, 1 Cor 4:15 and had shared in "fathering" the church at Philippi. CARE FOR/takes genuine interest- Worry is often a sinful fretting by our natural self, afraid it mightn't get what it likes. But here, as in 1 Cor 7:32-34; 12:25, it's a concern for their well-being. in YOUR STATE/welfare- He would be naturally eager to help them, teaching and encouraging them as Paul would have done. 

FOR ALL SEEK THEIR OWN interests NOT.. JESUS CHRIST'S/Christ- Their concern for the Lord, His work and people was weakened by concern for themselves and their interests, 1:15-17; 3:18-19; Mk 4:19. They don't seek God and His Kingdom FIRST/ put their whole life at God's disposal, Mt 6:33; etc.

Footnote **32 in a sense all those God had blessed through his ministry, were PAUL'S offering to God - they were God's work and his work, 2:12-13. If his death was required to finish off his work at Philippi, etc he would rejoice in that. Cp 2 Tim 4:6. But Paul was probably looking on their things, 2:4, and talking about them and what they were doing.

    Every local Believer wasn't hopelessly selfish, 1:15-17. But, if free to go, didn't see that going to Philippi should take priority. God has laid specific burdens on each and most are committed to serve God in ways that don't leave them free to do what others see as needing to be done. Cp 1 Cor 16:12. **33 

2:22-24 you KNOW- #1:12 THE PROOF/that Timothy has proved himself- They had seen Timothy tested, and proved to be a genuine servant of the Lord, Acts 16:1-3; 17:14. Testing develops/proves/demonstrates character, Rom 5:3-4. Cp Rom 14:18; 16:10; 1 Cor 11:19; 2 Cor 2:9; 10:18. AS A SON- 1 Cor 4:15-17; 2 Tim 1:2. Cp Gal 4:19; Titus 1:4. Of course at a deeper level God Himself is our Father, Jas 1:18; 1 Pet 1:3. WITH his FATHER- Timothy had looked up to Paul eager to learn from him and share his work and Paul had enjoyed giving him work to do which he had always done well. HE SERVED- Douleuo- As a slave. WITH ME IN THE GOSPEL- Not slaving for Paul, but with him. Their service together was as selfless slaves of their adored Purchaser and Master. Jesus is Lord. Believers serve Him in a loving voluntary self-surrender patterned on Ex 21:5-6. See Col 3:24; 1 Th 1:9. In doing so they are also putting themselves at the disposal of their fellow-believers, Gal 5:13. There's a special strength and joy in serving the Lord alongside those with whom we feel a close bond as Paul and Timothy did.

THEREFORE I HOPE TO SEND him- Him is emphatic - He's the one I hope to send. as SOON AS I SEE HOW things GO WITH ME- Knows what the outcome of the trial will be. BUT I TRUST/am confident- #1:6 IN THE LORD- #1:2. Having committed the matter into His hands I expect I will COME soon- But Paul accepted that as a mere man he could have misread God's will for the future. He wanted what he judged to be God's will, but his loving desire to be with the Philippians might have misled him. He would accept God's will as it unfolded into life or death. 

2:25-26 I SUPPOSED/think IT is NECESSARY TO SEND back EPAPHRODITUS MY BROTHER.. fellow worker-Rom 16:3, 9; 1 Cor 3:9; 2 Cor 1:24; 8:23. 1 Th 3:2.  FELLOWSOLDIER- Phm 2. Cp 1 Cor 9:7; 2 Cor 10:3-4. Paul makes it clear he takes full responsibility for the decision, and that Epaphroditus is a loyal co-worker who had stood bravely with Paul for the Gospel, against opposition. YOUR MESSENGER- Apostolos- One sent and authorised to act on behalf of the sender. He was their "Apostle" as Paul was the Lord's Apostle. Cp 2 Cor 8:23. THAT MINISTERED TO/take care- Leitourgos- One who did public or religious work at his own expense - used of Christ Himself, Paul, etc. Real work for God isn't merely a mechanical matter. it's as acceptable to God as Priestly service had been in the OT.

Footnote **33 This sounds harsh, but there was a close bond between Paul, Timothy and the Philippians. Maybe Titus had a closer bond with the Believers at Corinth, 2 Cor 7:6-14; and Dalmatia, Crescens with the Galatians, 2 Tim 4:10, etc. 

HE LONGED AFTER/longs for YOU- #1:8. Homesick for you. A strong word for an almost overpowering desire. FULL OF HEAVINESS/ distressed- Ademoneo. Used of the Lord's agony in Gethsemane, Mk 14:33. He was unable to settle happily to work on in Rome. BECAUSE.. you HEARD HE was SICK/ill- He wasn't full of self-pity. His selflessness was shown by his worrying about being the centre of their sympathy. Whether he should have been distressed or not is irrelevant - he was distressed and Paul acted appropriately. When God doesn't give a man the ability to continue in a field, his return must be accepted without criticism. 

2:27-30 HE WAS SICK.. DEATH- Not merely to be welcomed home with sympathy, but as a man who had risked his life as a follower of the One who was obedient to death and died for them all. His sickness wasn't his fault, 2:30. GOD HAD MERCY ON HIM- His restoration to health was received as a MERCY, not an automatic right claimed by Faith or through Paul exercising his gift of healing, Acts 19:11-12. God allowed him to be struck down with illness and didn't provide a prompt cure, but He did have mercy on him in His own way and time. ON ME ALSO- Paul as an unselfish Believer would have been sorry if the care shown by them had resulted in the death of Epaphroditus. 

SORROW UPON SORROW- Lupeo- inward grief rather than loud weeping etc. While Paul was constantly rejoicing in the Lord, 1:4, 18, etc, he also had continual sorrow in his loving concern for suffering and rebellious Christians, 2 Cor 11:28-29; 12:20-21. Paul experienced the peace of God and contentment whatever happened, 4:7, 13, but that doesn't make him woodenly indifferent to the griefs and sorrows of life. I SENT HIM THEREFORE/am.. eager to send him- With this letter. so WHEN YOU SEE HIM.. MAY REJOICE/be glad- To have him safely back with them, his mission accomplished. AND I LESS SORROWFUL/anxiety- Paul would be worried at any sign of recurring sickness. A measure of Christ-like concern continues for God's obedient children, even when like Paul they are rejoicing in Christ. 

RECEIVE/Welcome HIM IN THE LORD- Cp Mt 10:40; 25:40; Lk 15:2; Rom 15:7; 16:2. WITH GLADNESS/great joy- To have him return  safely with good news of Paul and good advice from Paul. HOLD IN REPUTATION/ honour men like him- Continue to respect and honour him and people like him, as valuable in the Lord, 1 Cor 16:15-18. If his return invalided home was a disappointment to them, they must make sure that they show due appreciation of what he had done in their service. All who serve the Lord are to be honoured, whether their work seems crowned with success or a humiliating failure. The Lord decreed that the greatest honour among His followers belongs to those who serve others, Mk 10:42-45; Lk 22:24-27. Cp Jn 13:13-15. Like all of us he had his weaknesses, and was tested in his work for the Lord and been faithful to the limit of his strength. The Lord's work depends on such people. 

BECAUSE FOR THE WORK OF CHRIST- In some Mss the work of the Lord, as in 1 Cor 15:58; 16:10. HE almost died- He wasn't selfish and self-protective. He put the Lord's work first, even though it meant he risked dying by doing so. NOT REGARDING/risking HIS LIFE TO SUPPLY YOUR LACK OF SERVICE/make up for the help you could not give- Not a reproach. An acknowledgment that distance and uncertainties had stopped them from meeting Paul's needs. And that this had now been generously filled through Epaphroditus, who had expressed their affection, brought money, and on their behalf laboured alongside Paul in his work for the Lord, 4:10-20. Cp 1 Cor 16:17. 

3:1-9 Rely on the True Righteousness -  Paul's Example

(Paul has shown the Lord's self-humbling and Glory that provided the Gospel, and that only a life that echoes His attitude is worthy in a Christian. He now emphasises that fellowship in the Gospel is based on RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM GOD through faith in Jesus Christ- not human qualifications. He does this because Christian Pharisees followed Paul and insisted circumcision and Law-keeping were essential for righteousness, Acts 15:5. Times change, but the idea persists that good works, doctrinal orthodoxy, right church order and practices, spiritual gifts etc mark certain people as belonging to God in a special way. Attacking error publicises it, tempts us to be unChrist-like, 2 Tim 2:23-26. Like Paul we need to concentrate on growing in fellowship with Christ in the true Gospel, and in proclaiming it. This will show that false grounds of trust are dead-ends.)

3:1 FINALLY- Loipon- The remaining things. Not a final word to end the letter. As in 2 Cor 13:11; Eph 6:10; 1 Th 4:2; 2 Th 3:1, he's turning to apply the truths he's been teaching. MY BRETHREN/brothers- He stands with them in applying God's truth. REJOICE- Joy, like peace, is an option chosen by those who choose to live in the Lord's love, Jn 15:8-13; Jude 20-21, so Paul can command them to rejoice. IN THE LORD- Cp 4:4; Ps 9:1-3; 32:1-2; 33:1-10. Salvation has brought many joys to God's children, 2:1-4, etc, but the Lord Himself must ever be our chief joy. We must keep our attention on Him, Heb 12:2, and fellowship with Him in the righteousness He has given us, 3:7-17. And shun any confidence or happiness in good works, rituals, doctrines and practices, 3:2-6, or self-pleasing, 3:18-19. This isn't an appeal to ignore realities and escape into make-believe, but an acknowledgment that God is God, and we were created for fellowship with Him, Rom 8:28-30. Paul insists our responsibility is to rejoice in the Lord - to go all out for all the good that He has for us in fellowship with Himself, 2:12-13; Rom 5:11; 8:28-30. 

TO WRITE THE SAME- The sort of things I preached to you and am now writing. TO ME IS NOT GRIEVOUS/no trouble.. BUT FOR YOU SAFE/a safeguard- A safeguard against teachers who corrupt/discredit/limit the Gospel. What Paul writes may contain nothing new, but we need to be taught and retaught wholesome truths - with freshness and winsomeness from a heart like Paul's, full of love for the Lord and for the hearers, 1 Cor 13:1-3. Humility will protect us from pride and division. Pre-occupation with Christ is the best defence against evil. Being on guard against those who would turn us back from sonship to slavery Gal 3:21-4:11; 5:1-9, is secondary.

3:2-3 BEWARE OF/Watch out for- Blepo- To look carefully, be alert, on guard against. Repeated with each warning. Cp Mt 24:4; Mk 8:15; 12:38; 13:5; Lk 21:8; Acts 13:40; 1 Cor 8:9; 10:12; Gal 5:15; Col 2:8; Heb 3:12; 12:25. those DOGS- Gentiles ate foods rated unclean in the Law, so Jews called them DOGS- Unclean animals. Cp Ps 22:16, 20; Mt 7:6; Rev 22:15. But as our Lord taught, true uncleanness comes from sinful natures and actions. Gentile Christians had been made clean in God's sight, Acts 10:9-16; Rom 2:1-3:30; 1 Cor 6:11; Titus 3:5; 1 Jn 1:8-9; Rev 1:5. Christ-rejecting Jews, no matter how hard they worked at the God-discarded system of law-keeping, Heb 8:10-13, were unclean. They, not the Gentiles, deserved to be called dogs. 

BEWARE OF men who do EVIL- Their teaching is contrary to God's will and therefore sinful. To focus on "good works" is an evil work as it turns people away from God's perfect, costly provision for Salvation, Gal 2:20-21. Cp Rom 9:30-10:4; 2 Cor 1:22; 13:15;  Gal 3:10. Converted Pharisees carried their proselytising zeal, Mt 23:15 into the church, Acts 15:5. In teaching Gentile Christians that keeping the OT Law would make them God's people they were doing evil. 

BEWARE OF THE CONCISION/mutilators of the flesh- A cutting of the body such as Pagans did, Lev 19:28; 21:5; Deu 14:1; 1 Ki 18:28. By refusing their Messiah, Christ, and relying on keeping the written Law, Jews had rejected the New Covenant/new birth in the Spirit, 2 Cor 3:3-18; 5:17. Cp Jn 4:24; Acts 2:33-36; Rom 8:8-9. So, their rite of circumcision was a pointless mutilation. (Even in the OT it was recognised that physical circumcision was an empty symbol unless the heart attitude corresponded to it, Deu 10:16; Jer 4:4; Ezek 44:7.) 

FOR it is WE- Emphatic, We Christians, Jews or Gentiles. who ARE THE CIRCUMCISION- Circumcision had put to death a small part of the body to symbolise setting a man apart to God. This has been replaced by the invisible putting to death of the whole body/natural self, setting us apart as God's people, Rom 8:2-16; Col 2:8-17. We have now in Christ the reality symbolised by circumcision, Heb 7:18-19; 8:6-13. See also Ex 6:12, 30; Lev 26:41; Deu 10:16; 30:6; Jer 6:10; 9:25-26; Ezek 44:7. 

who WORSHIP GOD IN/by THE SPIRIT- Circumcision by human hands marked the Jew. Being indwelt by the Spirit identifies the Christian - that's circumcision by Christ that marks us as truly belonging to God, Col 2:11-12. Physically circumcised Jews and uncircumcised Gentiles who were Believers in Christ were "circumcised" in the sense given in Deu 10:16; 30:6; Jer 4:4 - those with true relationship with the Lord, and clean hearts. Cp Rom 2:28-29; 10:1-13. **34

REJOICE/glory IN CHRIST JESUS- 1:26. Instead of being proud that we're better than others - glorying in our good works, we glory in Christ Jesus who has given us His righteousness, 2 Cor 5:21. He is our happiness, confidence, security, joy. In the natural world people take pride in/identify themselves by their race, religion, culture, etc. Jews took pride in being circumcised, and keeping the Law, eating only "clean" food, etc as against the "dirty and damned" Gentiles, Lk 18:10-12; Jn 7:49, etc. Instead of boasting that we are superior, Christians acknowledge we're sinners saved by Grace. The Christian takes pride in the person and work of Christ and in belonging to Him, behaving like Him, Rom 5:11; 9:30-10:13; 1 Cor 1:27-31; 2 Cor 10:17; Gal 6:12-14. And in singing His praises, talking about Him - worshipping the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us, Gal 2:20. As this acknowledges that it was as sinners God's Grace saved us, Rom 5;2, this boasting is the opposite of pride, selfishness and exclusivism.  Cp Deu 10:21; Jer 9:23-24. 

AND HAVE/who put NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH- Sarx- Our natural self and what it can do, as in Lk 3:6; Jn 3:6; Rom 3:20; 8:7. The Pharisees trusted in physical descent from Abraham, physical circumcision and physical keeping of Law rules. We're not relying on external ceremonies, physical actions which people can do if they work at it hard enough, Eph 2:4-10; Titus 3:5-8. We know we're helpless to save ourselves.

3:4-6 CONFIDENCE- See 2 Cor 1l:15; 3:4; 8:22; 10:2; Eph 3:12. IN THE FLESH IF.. I have MORE- Paul sets out in good Pharisee style the great privileges God had given him, and the good use he had made of them. Cp Rom 9:3-5, 33-10:4. He lists 7 grounds of confidence, 4 inherited, Ek- out of items, 3 personal achievements. Kata- concerning items. Claims for Flesh/self-righteousness are based on PRIDE of: Ancestry, Ritual conformity, Doctrinal Orthodoxy, Religious activity, Morality. 

Footnote **34 Three things mark out those who belong to God under the new Covenant: By the Spirit of God they worship/serve God from the heart, Rom 1:9; 2:29; 7:6; 12:1. Have been born again and are in His Kingdom, Jn 3:4-8. They know they are God's children, Rom 8:1-17. Instead of trying to obey the commandments written on stone, Christ is written on their hearts so they want to please God, 2:12-13; 2 Cor 3:2-18; Heb 8 6-13. (Beautiful buildings, music and oratory, modern orchestras, drama and dramatic preaching, or simple unstructured worship are equally worthless unless the worshippers have been born of the Spirit of God, and are walking in obedient Sonship-fellowship with the Lord and in family fellowship with each other. )

CIRCUMCISED THE EIGHTH DAY- Brought into God's covenant as in Gen 17:9-14; Lev 12:3, and committed to Law-keeping, Gal 5:2. Failure to do this nullified the OLD covenant promises, Gen 17:14. For a Gentile Christian to be circumcised physically because of the OT commandment/in relation to OT Law, nullified any gain from Christ in their daily living to please God - by relying on ritual or works we cease to rely on Christ - cut ourselves off from His help. OF THE STOCK/people OF ISRAEL- A born Israelite. OF BENJAMIN- Son of Israel's favourite wife, the only son born after he was granted the name Israel - and also born in the land of promise, Gen 35:16-18. Benjamin provided the first king, 1 Sam 9:1-2. When other tribes rebelled Benjamin remained loyal to the God-approved royal family of David, 1 Ki 12:21. The Temple was built on Benjamin's tribal land. A Benjamite saved Israel, Esth 2:5-7. Others returned from Exile, Neh 11:7-9, 31-36. 

HEBREW OF THE HEBREWS- Fully qualified for OT promises. Both his parents were true Jews and maintained the Jewish language and customs, Acts 22:1-2; 23:6; 26:5. Not a Jew who spoke only Greek and mixed with Gentiles. AS TOUCHING THE LAW A PHARISEE- The strictest Jews committed to God's Law, and Rabbinic interpretations, Mt 9:11-14; 12:1; 15:1-9; 23:23. Paul had been brought up in Jerusalem as a disciple of Gamaliel, the great Pharisee Rabbi, Acts 5:34; 22:3; 23:6; 26:4-5; Gal 1:14. Although Pharisees burdened people with silly details they were right in taking the law seriously, and Paul was still a Pharisee rather than a Sadducee, Acts 23:6-9. 

CONCERNING/As for ZEAL PERSECUTING THE CHURCH- Zeal for doing God's will was rightly admired by Jews. To Pharisees it was the greatest virtue, and Phinehas was their hero, Num 25; Ps 106:29-31. These Juda-ising teachers were prepared to make use of the church in the interests of Judaism. Paul had been so zealous that he tried to root it out totally, as a rival to traditional Judaism, 1 Tim 1:12-14. Cp Acts 7:58; 8:1; 9:1, 4-5, 13-14, 21; 22:4-5; 7-8; 26:9-11, 14-15; 1 Cor 15:9; Gal 1:13-14, 23. Saul offered service to God - did his own thing for God, as Paul, he served God - did God's thing.

legalistic RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE LAW BLAMELESS/ faultless- #2:15. Since his Bar Mitzvah (taking adult responsibilities as a young teen (parents were responsible until then) he had carefully obeyed the details of the LAW along with the additions made by the Pharisees. No-one could fault his external behaviour, or claim to have been a better Jew than Paul had been. **35

Footnote **35 The false teachers argued that Law-keeping was the essential basis of Righteousness. This was because to them righteousness was a matter of the flesh - outward behaviour, Mt 22:34-40; 23:28; Act 26:5. From that point of view Paul had been blameless. Paul had been such a man as the Lord could look on lovingly, Mk 10:20-21, not one of the hypocrites, Mt 23. The Holy Spirit apparently used "Thou shalt not covet" to penetrate the armour of Paul's self-righteousness, Rom 7:7-11. Cp Rom 9:30-10:11. Paul now knew what Righteousness was, Rom 2:12; 3:20-24; 8:1; 10:5-11; Gal 2:21; 3:9, 11, 21-27; 5:4.

3:7-9 BUT WHAT THINGS WERE GAIN TO ME- Everything Jews counted up to their credit and thanked God for, Lk 18:11-12. I COUNTED LOSS FOR CHRIST- Accounting terms. When Christ revealed Himself to Paul he placed it all in the Loss column. Jews were clinging to God-given privileges that had pointed to Christ, while rejecting Christ, Rom 3:1-2; 9:1-5; 11:1. As ways of being right with God they were worse than useless - spiritually dangerous like food kept too long. At conversion, when Christ claimed Paul, and Paul began to claim Christ, 3:7-12, Paul's value system was transformed.

I COUNT ALL THINGS/consider everything- All that he was and did as a zealous, sincere law-keeping Pharisee. BUT/a LOSS- Having put God's Kingdom and righteousness first in his life, 1:20-21; Mt 6:33 he still valued food and clothing, friends and rewarding work etc as God chose to give them. But the coming of Christ had made the religious assets of the Law obsolete, Heb 8:13. The central demand of the Law was total love of God. A serious attempt at keeping God's Law could show man's need for God's Mercy, and point him to animal sacrifices, and beyond that to Christ the Lamb of God. He'd abandoned self-righteousness and claimed God's mercy as a repentant sinner, Lk 18:10-14, and in Christ been set free to love God and fellowship with Him, Rom 8:1-16. He knew that to direct one's attention to Law-keeping and self-righteousness was a loss, as it turns our eyes from Christ, Heb 12:2.

EXCELLENCY/surpassing greatness OF THE KNOWLEDGE/knowing- Gnosis- From Ginosko- Personal fellowship-knowledge involving heart, mind and will. **36 Everything in relation to God that Paul used to value he now realised was valueless, because he had received what was so much more valuable, 1 Cor 13:12-13; 2 Cor 4:5-6; Gal 4:8-10, etc. 

CHRIST JESUS MY LORD FOR WHOM/whose sake I HAVE SUFFERED THE LOSS OF/lost ALL THINGS- A chosen action, not something done to him that he regretted. Aorist tense - he did so on a definite occasion, and ever since then has lived accordingly. His choice of Christ meant that he abandoned everything he used to value. AND COUNT/I consider THEM BUT DUNG/ rubbish- Skubalon- Garbage, dung, anything thrown out to the dogs.**37 THAT I MAY WIN/gain CHRIST- To receive Christ is to let self go and obey Him rather than to please ourselves. To trust Him is to cease to trust self. A full hand can't pick up new treasure. It's as if he had been working hard to fill his hands with pretty stones, and, when offered a diamond threw them away to receive it as a gift. Paul goes on to explain that gaining Christ involves fellowship with Him in suffering, death, and resurrection life, now and eternally, 1:21; 1 Cor 13:12. 

Footnote **36 Gnosis was a technical term used by mystics, but Paul is talking, as always, in terms of the Scriptures and the Gospel. Knowledge in OT was used of living in a close relationship with somebody. It was used of God's knowledge of His people in election and grace, Ex 33:12, 17; Amos 3:2. And His people's knowledge of Him in love and obedience, Jer 31:34; Hos 6:3; 8:2. 

BE FOUND IN HIM- When we receive Christ, Christ receives us, Jn 1:12-13; 14:23; 2 Cor 5:17; Col 1:27; 3:3. Paul responded to this gladly - all he was, did, and wanted was in Christ. When he gained Christ he abandoned his accumulated self-righteousness, and began the ongoing abandoning of self as in 1:21; Gal 2:20; Col 2:20; 3:1-3, etc. Christ alone mattered for Paul. He wanted everything he was and did to be in fellowship with Him, and not in his natural self - done by the Spirit, not the flesh, Rom 8:1-16; Gal 5:1-26. Being completely one with Christ in heart, mind, and action. Death, Judgment, the eternal state were merely the consequences unfolding from his fellowship with Christ in which he already rejoiced, boasted and was determined to live to the full, 2 Cor 5:14-15. Cp Ps 71:16; Isa 64:6; Rom 10:3. 

NOT.. RIGHTEOUSNESS.. through LAW BUT THROUGH FAITH OF/in CHRIST- To Pharisees righteousness was achieved by careful obedience to all the details of the Law. Cp Rom 3:21-31; 4:13-14; 9:30-10:13; Gal 2:16; 3:10. Paul contrasts this with the righteousness given to him in Christ, and received by Faith. To our natural thinking righteousness is something we achieve, in contrast to others. In Biblical thinking it's a relationship with the Righteous One, our being approved by, and being in fellowship with Him. A state of freedom from sin and guilt - in Christ. Though still in himself a sinner he is moving eagerly towards the goal of Christ-likeness for which God created mankind. That Salvation by Faith in Christ relegates Christ-rejecting Judaism to the scrap heap, makes it clear that no other religion provides a way to be right with God, Acts 4:12. 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS- The right relationship with God provided for us, 2 Cor 5:21 WHICH IS OF/comes from GOD and is BY FAITH- Repeated for emphasis. The righteousness that is from God, and received by Faith (which we don't generate) from Him as a gift, Rom 1:17; 3:21-26; 10:5-10; Gal 2:16, 20. Being IN Christ is such a close one-ness that our sin is taken by Him, and His righteousness is taken by us, 2 Cor 5:21. This isn't a matter of intellectual assent to the idea involved, but a matter of personal trust and commitment. An attitude of dependence on God, a response to the trustworthiness of God. The ethical aspect of righteousness - right living in fellowship with God - doesn't qualify us to become His children, Jn 1:12. Right living flows from our receiving Christ and being indwelt by the Holy Spirit, Rom 8:11-16, and we can't be happy as God's children without having a clear conscience. 

Footnote **37 To Tois Kuni Ballomenon- That which is thrown to dogs, seems to have been shortened to Skubalon. This gives a vivid, and rather disgusting word picture. Before he came to know Christ, Paul the Pharisee viewed Law obedience with the delight with which one faces a feast. Now he sees that everything good that feast provided is now found in Christ. Those who eat/receive Him, Jn 6:29-65, have absorbed that good, and all that's left is only fit to be thrown out to the dogs. Before the Cross Israel could invite the nations to share the Feast that the Law provided. But now all the "dogs" 3:2 are offering Christians is the peelings, left-over scraps, etc associated with the feast, or what the body has excreted when the needed good has been taken from the food. Paul is saying Turn in disgust from the scraps the "dogs" are trying to force on you!

3:10-17 Make Vigorous Efforts to Enjoy Salvation fully

(Because life in Christ is so exceedingly worthwhile Paul urges us to join him in his determined effort to enjoy it to the full. The glorious calling of God's Grace, and the abundant provision for our growth, supports this challenge to total fellowship-knowledge of Christ in suffering, sacrificial death, and resurrection power. As long as we live here none of us will get beyond the need of effort or the possibility of progress.)

3:10-11 KNOW- Recognise and acknowledge, 1 Th 5:12. HIM- #1:12. Gal 4:9. This is an aorist infinitive showing that knowing Christ/having in-Christ-righteousness is a decisive act with ongoing consequences - Law-righteousness was a process. From the Damascus road when he came to know Christ Paul was committed to lifelong progress towards the goal of knowing Him fully, 1 Cor 13:12. THE POWER- Dunamis- Ability-power, capacity. OF HIS RESURRECTION- The essential empowering for witness, work, worship, and growth, provided by the Indwelling of God the Holy Spirit, Acts 1:8; Eph 1:19; 3:7, 16, 20; 6:10; Col 1:11, 29. It's the Risen Christ Paul wants to know - sharing in the life on the other side of the Cross, Gal 2:20, that Christ has won for us by dying and rising again, Rom 6:4-15; Eph 1:15-21. The power that transforms dead bodies to life, is the same power that transforms the lives of living Christians in the measure they are willing to be dead to their self-life, 2:12-13; 3:20-21. Realised sin - weakness-inadequacy – moves us to claim and receive grace and so experience God’s power, Rom 3:20; 2 Cor 12:7-10. This aspect of knowing Christ is mentioned first because its what we wish to experience - the power to live in fellowship with Him. The suffering and death to self are incidental to it. Self-denial may be required if love is to function freely but it's no substitute for it, 1 Cor 13:1-3. 

THE FELLOWSHIP- #1:5. OF HIS SUFFERINGS- A Christ rejecting world is likely to make us suffer for fellowshipping with Christ, Jn 15:18-25. But this is talking more about our sharing the attitude of Christ who wept over Jerusalem, and was obedient to God's purposes unto death. And the bitter battle with our own sinful pride and selfishness - the suffering and death to self inherent in fellowship with Christ, 2:5-8; Rom 6:1-23; 8:1-12; 1 Pet 2:20-24; 4:13. 

BEING MADE CONFORMABLE- Summorphos- Sun- with. Morphe- Form, nature, as in 2:6, 7. The adjective form is in 3:21; Rom 8:29. The Christian life reflects the pattern of the Lord's life, 2:5-11. Present tense- a continuing process, a growing conformity. Passive voice- God's action, with us actively co-operating with God's work in us, 2:12-13; Col 3:1-17. It's impossible to crucify oneself, physically or spiritually. We can't put self to death by Law-keeping, and must surrender ourself into the Lord's hands, Romans chapters 7 and 8.

HIS DEATH- Conformity to Christ is God's goal for us all, Rom 8:29. Death and Resurrection are inseparable. Only the dead can rise, only sufferers reign, Rom 8:17; 2 Tim 2:12. Only the crucified with Christ live the life of faith, Gal 2:20. It was Christ crucified-buried-risen that we turned to at conversion - and the new life we received then was that of Christ crucified-buried-risen, a life that extends into eternity, Col 1:27. It's Christ in us living out His kind of life, that pours itself out unto death for the sake of others, Jn 12:24-26; 15:10-17. In a sense our death is a past event, as is our resurrection and our being glorified, Rom 6:4-8; 8:30; Gal 2:19; Col 2:12-13, 20; 3:1-3. When we were baptised in water this was symbolised, Rom 6:3-10, and we need to live out this frustration of self - death, Rom 8:13; 2 Cor 3:18; 4:7-10; Col 3:5.

IF BY ANY MEANS I MIGHT/And so somehow- As in Rom 11:14 it means Paul was determined to use fully any means for this purpose, at any cost. to ATTAIN.. THE RESURRECTION OF/from- Exanastasis- To be raised out from among THE DEAD- Only those who ignore the rest of the chapter and 1:6, 20-21, etc can misread this as meaning Paul was struggling to qualify for resurrection in Christ-likeness. Paul didn't have to tell them he hadn't yet attained THAT resurrection! He is talking mainly **38 about living the resurrection life now in such a way as to live it more fully then. As Paul has been stating so clearly, our eternal Salvation rests on the finished work of Christ. Cp Rom 6:5; 2 Cor 4:14; Eph 2:6; Col 2:12, etc. That certainty brightened all his life, 3:20-21; Rom 8:1-39; 1 Cor 13:12; 15:42-49; 2 Cor 4:6-5:21, etc. The event is certain, the degree of Christ-likeness eternally depends on our present choices, 1:20-26, 1 Cor 15:40-45, 51-52; 2 Cor 5:1-12; 1 Th 4:16; Heb 11;35. 

3:12 NOT AS THOUGH/that I HAD/have ALREADY ATTAINED/obtained all this- Paul had spoken of Christ being his life, knowing and gaining Christ, 1:21; 3:8-11, but he brushes off any suggestion that he or others could become sinlessly perfect/completely Christ-like in this life. Cp 2 Cor 3:5; 7:9; Paul's confidence isn't in what he has achieved but in what God has given him, and he is eagerly learning to live out that gift to an ever-fuller extent, 3:12; Eph 1:15-23; 3:10-21. 

Footnote **38 But not entirely. Being conformed to Christ's death is a present participle describing a continuing present process. To attain to the Resurrection is future, focussing on the resurrection when Christ appears and the process is completed. The Believer's present spiritual resurrection is linked with his future bodily resurrection as in Rom 6:5-11; 8:10-11. Pharisees taught that lifelong zealous law-keeping was needed to be one of the blessed "just" when resurrection came, Acts 24:15. They would sneer, as some moderns do, that the Gospel - Salvation as a gift received - was an easy option, too easy to be true. Paul says that in fact it demands utmost effort. God's Grace is the only way to be lifted out of the state of spiritual death, but good works are the outcome, 1 Cor 3:8-15; Eph 2:1-10; Titus 3:14; 2 Tim 2:15-21; 1 Jn 3:1-3. Grace lifts us out of the dead lifestyle, Eph 2:1-10; Heb 9:14; 1 Pet 1:17-19. This requires us to count the old life dead, Rom 6:11; Gal 2:20, and to live the resurrection life vigorously day by day, Mt 6:19-21; Rom 8:17; 2 Tim 2:12; 2 Pet 1:2-11. This process of living the life of spiritual resurrection climaxes in the final event, as in 3:20-21; Rom 8:1-23; 1 Cor 15:35-49; 1 Th 4:15-18; Jude 20-24. 

ALREADY.. made PERFECT- Teleioo- To make perfect, fulfil. **39 God's work in me isn't completed yet. I'm not yet living in the state of the resurrected life - full, unbroken fellowship with the Lord in total Christ-likeness the Lord has provided for us, Heb 2:10; 5:8-9; 7:18-19; 9:9; 10:1, 14; 11:40. See also Acts 20:24; 1 Cor 13:12; 2 Cor 12:9. To be born of God is a miracle of Grace that sets the fulness of Salvation before all who receive Christ. To fail to grow up towards the Christ-likeness the Gospel provides is a tragedy, 1 Cor 2:6; Eph 4:13; Col 1:28; 4:12.

BUT I FOLLOW AFTER/press on- #3:6. APPREHEND/to take hold of- I Keep pursuing with the intention of grasping and possessing. Cp Isa 10:14. As an athlete makes an all-out effort to win, or a victorious army presses after a defeated one to capture as many prisoners and as much spoil as possible, Ex 15:9. Compare the goals set before Israel in Deu 16:20; Ps 34:14-15; Pr 15:9; Isa 51:1; Hos 6:3; and those set before us Christians in Rom 9:30; 12:1-21; 14:8-9; 1 Cor 9:24; 14:1; 1 Th 5:15; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:22; Heb 12:14; 1 Pet 3:13; 2 Pet 1:2-12. See also the challenge to be overcomers in Revelation chapters 2 and 3. 

THAT FOR WHICH I AM APPREHENDED OF CHRIST JESUS took hold of me- That in grace Christ violently grasped Paul on the road to Damascus to turn him from a rebel to an honoured servant, committed Paul to violent effort to be what the Lord intended. All else he cheerfully let slip through his hands, 3:8. Cp Moses, David and Jeremiah, Ex 3 and 4; 2 Sam 7:8; Jer 1:5. Paul had learned to be content with his physical situation, 4:11, but he would never rest in his eagerness to become more like Christ. Cp Col 3:1-17. There's no risk of pride in this. The nearer to CHRIST, the more we see our need of HIM.

3:13-14 BRETHREN/Brothers I- emphatic COUNT/do NOT consider MYSELF- Logizomai- To take an inventory, reckon, Lk 22:37. A commercial term for making a reasoned decision on the basis of all the facts. Paul has known the life of a zealous Pharisee, and Christ has brought to his knowledge the truths of the Gospel, Mk 4:11; Rom 11:25; 1 Cor 15:51; Eph 1:9-14; 3:3-12, etc. So he had solid facts to base his calculations on, and his conclusion is in harmony with the revealed will of God. It's God-
approved, and proved in his experience. TO HAVE APPREHENDED/ taken hold of it- Whatever others may claim Paul knows that grace and the triumphs opened to Christians by Grace are limitless. If the false teachers claim circumcision and law-conformity will bring Christian maturity and the right to be proud of one's superiority, that's ridiculous. (The same is true of those who boast of spiritual experiences or spiritual wisdom, as at Corinth, Colossae etc.) God's purpose is that we should be like His Son - Paul says he hasn't reached THAT level yet. 

Footnote **39 Teleioo is used of the Lord Jesus completing His work on earth. Jn 4:34; 5:36; 17:4; 19:28. Faith is made perfect by its actions, Jas 2:22, as Love is, 1 Jn 2:5, 4:12, 17-18. 

BUT THIS ONE THING I DO- Those who face the facts of God's Word and human experience of trusting and obeying the Lord are neither smugly content to be lazy, or crippled by hopeless despair. They are able to concentrate on God's will and avoid idols - anything that demands a share of our devotion, Josh 24:14-20; Mt 6:24-34; Jas 1:5-8. FORGETTING- Present participle - I continually keep ignoring, THOSE THINGS THAT ARE/what is BEHIND- The things of 3:4-9, and also past triumphs, failures, etc. A runner ruins his chances if he looks back. AND REACHING/straining toward- Our goal decides the way we live/the direction in which we move forward, 2:4; 3:16. Cp Lk 11:35; Rom 16:17; 2 Cor 4:18; Gal 6:1. Like Paul let's keep our eye on the finishing line and make a good finish, 2 Tim 4:6-8. I PRESS TOWARDS- #3:6 THE MARK FOR THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALLING- At games like the Olympics the Judges sat on a dais set high enough to give them a good view. Winners were called up to stand before them. At Rome the call might come from the Emperor, but our call comes from Heaven itself and equips us for Heaven, 2 Pet 1:1-11; 1 Jn 3:1-3. Cp Gal 4:26; Col 3:1-2; Heb 3:1. In response to God's call Paul runs eagerly toward the prize for which Christ called him - life on high in eternal sonship-likeness to Christ, Rom 8:29-31; Heb 11:8-9, 26-27. **40

OF GOD- The Father, Jn 6:44, or the Triune God, is the Caller. **41 IN CHRIST JESUS- Christ is the Agent. The rat-race of proud self-righteousness - holier than thou Pharisaism, Isa 65:5 - is empty nonsense. The Gospel is different. All we can gain is Christ, in, for and through Christ, a matter of fellowship with other Christians mutually in Christ, mutual sharing of Christ and mutual encouragement to go forward in Him, 4:3-4; Gal 6:1-10; Heb 10:24-27. 

3:15-16 LET US THEREFORE who are PERFECT/mature- Teleios- Having reached its end- Telos. So perfect, fully grown, mature, the end product of a child's growth. Paul has just said he isn't perfect, but both are true - just as Christ's love is beyond knowledge, yet we're to know it, Eph 3:19, and in Jesus of Nazareth we see God who can be seen by no human, Jn 1:14; 14:6-10; 1 Tim 6:16. Paul urges those mature enough to admit they're imperfect to make a strong effort to grow towards ultimate perfection, 1 Cor 2:6; 14:20; Heb 5:11-14. 

Footnote **41 Other verses on God's call are Rom 8:29-30; 1 Cor 1:9; Eph 1:18; 4:1-4; Col 3:15; 1 Th 2:12; 2 Th 1:11; 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 1:9. 

Footnote **40 Biblical Christianity isn't competitive, 2 Cor 10:12. It's concerned with our being Christ-like, above all else, and preaching, teaching, deeds of loving kindness etc are incidental. Christ works them in us/we work them in Christ, but our eyes are fixed on Him. Heb 12:2. Only one person can win an earthly race but in this race there are crowns for all, 2 Tim 4:8. The prize is at the end of the race, but it needs to be our goal right now. Long years of effort is the price for a chance to win at the Olympics. Am I taking this race seriously, Heb 12:2? 

   This challenges the conscience and will of every Believer to ask "Am I mature enough to be eager to become more mature by self-renouncing humility and effort in line with what Paul says in this epistle?" He invites us to adopt his priorities and go ahead in fellowship with one another - confident that God will make this possible. **42

THUS MINDED/take such a view of things- #1:7; 2:2, 5; 3:15; 4:2. Have the attitude Paul has set out in 3:12-16. IF IN ANY THING/on some point.. OTHERWISE MINDED/you think differently- Having adopted this attitude ideally we should all be in complete agreement. Paul is realistic and acknowledges that his readers are likely to disagree over some doctrines and practices. GOD SHALL REVEAL/will make clear to YOU- We're to look to Him to solve differences, rather than arguing, or putting others right. Paul is sure that if our basic understanding of the Gospel is right, 3:4-9, and we're eager for what the Gospel offers, 3:10-14, inconsistencies and errors will come right as we speak the truth we have come to know - in love - and move ahead together in the general direction of the Lord's will, Eph 4:1-16. God by His Word and His Spirit is constantly revealing Himself and His will to us so that we can grow straight and true and function well in Christ, Jn 7:17; 16:13-15; 1 Jn 2:20. Cp Mt 11:25-27; 16:17; Rom 2:5; 8:19; 1 Cor 1:7; 3:13; Gal 1:16; 1 Pet 1:5, 7, 13. 

to what WE HAVE ALREADY ATTAINED- While we trust God to reveal His will and settle differences Paul says we must go ahead in fellowship with Christ and other Christians in all the ways that are possible - not demanding of God or man total agreement before we do anything. As we go forward in what we know and share together the Lord can be expected to give further guidance, Gen 24:27; Jn 7:17. We have no right to ask for guidance unless we're doing what we already know of His will. Perfect agreement between Believers is as impossible in this life as perfect conformity to Christ, but that's no excuse for laziness or backsliding. LET US WALK/live up- Stoicheo- To march in rank. We're to march in step with other Christians, avoiding Independent and divisive actions. This challenges all from the weakest to the strongest. Don't slip back, live up to what you know, and the way will open. 

BY THE SAME RULE- Kanon (RT) A straight rod used as a ruler to measure, or keep things straight. (This may have been added to make the meaning clearer) LET US MIND- #1:7 THE SAME THING- [RT] 1:27. Paul is practising what he preaches- we learn best from such preachers.

Footnote **42 In a sense perfection is received by faith at conversion, but this is to be outworked in obedient faith as an ongoing, never-to-be-completed-in-this-life process.

3:17-21 Live as Citizens of Heaven

(Paul urges his readers to unite in following his example of mature Gospel living. The chapter began with a warning against those who treat the Lord's death as a minor help in their Law-obedience. He now warns against those who claim Christ's death fits them for heaven but leaves them free to live as they please. People who attend Church services and night clubs as the mood takes them, and judge both by the entertainment they provide. Who, as they claim to be Christians, claim the right to church membership no matter what sins they commit. We have to accept that sincere differences DO exist between Christians, but God's Word must be read, expounded and applied to all the issues of life to the best of our ability. Paul urges that we consider and copy those who share his understanding of the Gospel and its requirements, because so many professing Christians are going in the opposite direction.)

3:17 BRETHREN/Brothers- Adelphos- #1:12. Literally, those from the same womb. Full brothers and sisters, whose life sprang from and was nurtured by the same mother. Whatever denominational, racial, or cultural background we come from, as Christians we're all born again by receiving the same Saviour, through the action of the same Holy Spirit, and have the same Father in heaven, who put the same Bible into our hands. Let's keep that at the forefront of our thinking whenever we think of any member of God's family. Individualistic Westerners aren't good at this. We who are parents know the joy (or hurt) that we feel as we see how OUR children treat each other, and speak of each other. Let's bring joy to our Father in Heaven in this.

BE FOLLOWERS TOGETHER/Join with others in following my example- Co-imitators, be united together in living this way. Cp 1 Cor 4:16; 10:32-11:1; 14:34-36. We can learn much in doctrine and practice from those who have moved ahead of us in Christian living. An independent do-my-own-thing-for-God-in-my-own-way, isn't maturity - it's adolescent perversity. Paul isn't demanding a mechanical copying of his actions. He is urging them to take their stand with him on the nature of the Gospel, recognising their debt to grace, and the glorious life opening up to them, 3:1-15. We're to follow his example in brushing aside any attempt at Law-keeping self-righteousness, 3:2-11, or self-indulgence that refuses to suffer and die with Christ, 3:18-19. Paul was a pattern of Grace to undeserving sinners, 1 Tim 1:15-16, and in the appropriate response to grace. **43

Footnote **43 Older Christians are important standard-setters, but it's not easy for young ones to be sure what aspects of the older Christian's life-style are merely conforming to the culture of 60 years ago, and what aspects reflect Christ in their lives. So it's important that Godly older folk distinguish this clearly themselves, and don't condemn young folk for having been born 60 years later. But we all adjust ourselves most easily to those not much further ahead in the path of Godliness. So even the recent convert is an example to those considering conversion. Paul says join me in looking to Jesus and His purpose in our lives. 

MARK THEM WHICH/take note of- Skopeo- Not a warning as in 2:4; Rom 16:17. Don't just follow other sheep or anybody who offers to lead you. Look out for those whose attitude towards Grace and the Gospel is the same as Paul's - Bible-based - and study their lives to become like them. Cp 1 Tim 4:12; Tit 2:7; Heb 13:7; 1 Pet 5:3. **44

who WALK/live- Peripateo- To walk. For those who "drive in the fast lane," "walk" is an old-fashioned way of describing a life-style. But as you read "Live" keep "walk" in your mind. When you walk YOU do it, taking one small step after another - just as the small decisions you make decide your lifestyle. It takes persistence in choosing each next step in trivial incidental things. And whether we walk confidently with our head high, or hesitantly and timidly, is less important than whether we're following the right Person. How we feel about the process isn't too important. Faith in God is simply another name for obedience to His revealed will. If we can't run triumphantly, 2 Tim 4:7-8, let’s at least walk, limp, or even crawl along, but stay in the same race as Paul, and thank God for His grace in giving us the opportunity to do so! 

US FOR AN EXAMPLE/according to the pattern we gave you- Paul and his team are examples in their loyalty to Gospel truth, and in their glad application of it to their lives. The Lord is the Shepherd we follow. The Disciples learned from His words and example which, as Apostles, they passed on to us - it's through what they wrote that we see Him. Paul insists we make the effort to use our intelligence - re-programmed by Scripture and willing to be guided by the Holy Spirit its Author as we read it - and look carefully at the Christian life-styles we meet, before we follow them. Paul says "Go all-out to follow Christ as I am doing and associate with those who do the same - there are other Christians living in a totally different way. There are two totally opposed life-styles." 

3:18-19 (FOR MANY WALK/live- It was a major problem in the church. Unless they beware, they may find themselves drifting along with the many opponents of the Gospel of Christ crucified, 1 Cor 1:18-25, etc. NOW TELL YOU WEEPING/say again with tears- Klaio- A loud outburst of grief, Mt 2:18; Mk 5:38, etc. Paul's distress echoed that of his Lord who wept over Jerusalem, Lk 19:41-44. It's an intense grief to him, because it frustrates God's high and loving purposes for mankind. 

Footnote**44 Phil 1:21, and Gal 2:20 make nice texts to hang on a wall, but for Paul they set the pattern for his daily life. In the choices of daily living we too should count it a gain to die to self and live trusting and obeying Him, Gal 2:20. 

ENEMIES OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST- It's true that many people are "Enemies of Christ." Their terrifying but well-deserved fate is a grief to Him that we should share, Heb 10:28-31, and earnestly seek their repentance while God's patience makes it possible, Acts 4:12; 17:30-31; 2 Cor 5:16-21; 2 Pet 3:8-10. But this isn't talking about atheists or non-Christians. It could be talking about YOU or ME, if we've ever thought Paul was too fanatical, and prefer not to be like him in what he said and did. These people may say they love Christ as their Saviour and Friend, and look forward to being with Him for ever in Heaven, but they're enemies of His CROSS. They don't like to talk or think about Christ's atoning death - shed blood is crude, messy, humiliating, not good for one's self-image. They prefer hymnbooks where it's not mentioned - check recent hymnbooks with those from 100 years back. Paul can glory in the whole of Gal 2:20. They say only the second part and feel comforted in their self importance, adding "as He loves me He wants me to be happy, so I can do whatever makes me happy." That attitude tempts me too. In this life all of God's children are constantly choosing to frustrate their natural desires - a painful thing - or to frustrate the desires prompted by God's Spirit within them, Rom 8:1-17; Gal 5:16-26; 6:7-10. 

God, through Paul, has warned against the self-righteous alternative Gospel, 3:2-5 -. enemies of the cross doctrinally, substituting obedience to Law, Gal 5:11; 6:12-14. He now warns against the self-indulgent alternative Gospel. The popular teaching that urges people to accept Christ so they can enjoy themselves, and ignores the need to die to self. Their doctrine may be orthodox, but their lifestyle is self-pleasing, and they're at home in the Christ-rejecting world. They aren't willing to conform to Christ's sufferings and death, and they live without His transforming resurrection power, 3:10-16; 2 Tim 3:1-17. Those who teach that Christians as God's children are entitled to health, wealth and happiness in this life are enemies of His Cross- but so, in a different sense, are those who self-righteously condemn them but serve God relying on human strength and skills.

Four abrupt phrases sum up the reality which lies behind their Christian profession. It's how they live, not how they talk, that decides their destiny Rom 2:5-27; 6:21-22; 2 Cor 11:15; Heb 6:7-8, as it did with Rahab, Jas 2:25-26. They're like Balaam, Num 23:10; 2 Pet 2:15, if hypocrites, like Lot if careless Christians, 2 Pet 2:7. 

WHOSE END/Their destiny- Telos. The end result/inevitable outcome of the life they choose to live. IS DESTRUCTION- Apoleia- Destruction is the common meaning as in the broad road that leads to destruction, Mt 7:13. Destruction is the opposite of Salvation, 1:28; 1 Cor 1:18; 2 Cor 2:15. God in love gave His Son to save men from perishing- Apollumi- experiencing Apoleia- Destruction, but many prefer to live and die in darkness, Jn 3:16-21. They may say they're Christians, and be prominent in the professing Church, but their life is fitting them for Judgment destruction, Mt 7:13-29. The NT Gospel teaching is that cross-ignoring Christianity is valueless, but THAT truth and the truth of final Judgment is ignored in many churches. The Lord has said His sheep are safe from this destruction, Jn 10:28. 

The second meaning of Apoleia is Waste. When the woman poured out the expensive stuff on the Lord's head the disciples, prompted by Judas, said it was Apoleia- a waste, Mt 26:8-9; Mk 14:4-5; Jn 12:1-8. The Lord's reply reminds us that nothing done in love for Him is wasted, Mt 10:39-42; Mk 10:29-31. But the lives of many Christians are wasted. Their work will go up in flames and they'll escape with nothing, 1 Cor 3:12-15. This is the meaning which fits the theme of this chapter - we're to reject any alternative for fruitful, joyful fellowship with Christ. The world still calls sacrificial living to the glory of God a waste. They say "That guy was brilliant, that girl was talented, they could have made millions, been popular, lived in luxury - and they spent their time preaching and translating the Scripture for a bunch of ignorant natives - what a WASTE!” Paul says it's the lives lived selfishly that are wasted.

WHOSE/Their GOD IS THEIR BELLY/stomach- Koilia- Belly/stomach in Mt 12:40; Rev 10:9-10, Womb in Lk 1:15, and inner person, Jn 7:38. Food and sex can be called belly appetites, but the word is used as a figure of all appetites. It's used of sectarian leaders working for personal gain, Rom 16:18. Satisfying their desires, their felt needs comes first in their lives. They aim to end each day feeling self-fulfilled, content that they've got what they wanted. They follow the world's motto "You're only young once, get all the excitement and pleasure you can while you've got the chance." But it also fits those fussing over food laws, Mt 15:11-20; Mk 7:19-23. A life of self-denial without love is as useless for God as a life of self-indulgence, 1 Cor 13:1-3. Cp Rom 14:17; 1 Cor 8:8. Gluttons, Gourmets and Anorexics are all making a God of their Belly - it controls their lives. Self-pleasing tempts us all even in the Lord's service - worshipping "Where it suits ME," doing "What I find to be a satisfying exercise of MY Gift," and refusing any service that is uncomfortable for us as "not being my gift." 

WHOSE/Their GLORY- What they're proud of, like to talk about - their common sense, lack of fanaticism, success in getting own way. IS IN THEIR SHAME- Aischune- Used in LXX Ps 70:3; Isa 30:3, 5; 45:16; Mic 7:10. To live ignoring the cross is shameful, 2 Cor 5:14-15. These Christians are ashamed, and embarrassed by Paul's words. Luther's Narrow-minded dogmatism upsets them. They'd sooner forget that Carey went to India, or Hudson Taylor to China because they believed the people there needed to know Christ died on the cross to save them from their sins. It's much more culturally safe and nicer to hope everyone will get to Heaven in their own way - while they stay at home and enjoy themselves. 

   The world's men boast of their drunkenness, commercial exploitation, violent aggressiveness, sexual promiscuity etc where shame should drive them to the cross. Equally the Religious self-righteous glory in turning the trust of Christians from Christ to Law-keeping, Gal 6:13 or their devotion to other empty forms of religion, in spite of Isa 1:10-25. Or, like the Corinthian Christians, glory in their worldly wisdom, their Leaders, and their religious experiences. Cp Laodicea Rev 3:15-19. If, like me, you find it easy to talk about other things and embarrassing to talk about God, join me in being ashamed when we've done that - repent, confess, be forgiven and cleansed and seek God's grace to triumph over the sin, Rom 6:14.

WHO/Their MIND- #1:7 is on EARTHLY THINGS.)- The things of this world, this life - health, wealth, and happiness. Their orientation, mindset, basic aims and assumptions, value system, is determined by earthly things - see the contrasts in 1 Cor 15:40; 2 Cor 5:1; Col 3:2, 5; Jas 3:15. Cp Rom 8:5-6 where the contrast is between flesh and Spirit. Like the man with the muckrake in Pilgrim's Progress these "Christians" try to get all they can out of life here and now, content that they'll get to Heaven at the end of the road. Or they may be good people who give and work sacrificially to meet people's need of food, clothing, counselling. They may fight for the rights of others - their freedom to please themselves, improve their self-image and feel self-fulfilled - but are careful not to interfere with the religious beliefs of those they help. Perhaps they really DO love their neighbours as they love themselves. It's just that their love is limited to the things of this life. They don't share the Gospel because they want to forget what it says. Like a mother who said to me proudly "My son wants to be a missionary. He'd love to live among natives and help them have better lives, if someone would pay him well enough and not expect him to interfere with their religion!" Paul weeps over them - their spiritual loss. They live as if Christ's atoning death was annoying. As Ps 73 shows, only the view from God's sanctuary can correct this, and move us to obey Col 3:1-17. 

3:20-21 OUR- Emphatic, in contrast to the Roman citizenship of secular Philippi. CONVERSATION/citizenship- Politeuma- Our home city and its way of life. The verb form is in 1:27; Acts 23:1. Josephus used it of the Jewish colony at Alexandria who lived by the laws of their religion and homeland. IS IN HEAVEN- Secular Philippians were citizens of Rome and lived under its laws. Christian Philippians were citizens of Heaven and belonged there in Christ-likeness. This is the basis of the true Christian life-style. When Christ came the world ignored Him, and His people crucified Him, but we're among the many who received Him and became God's own children, Jn 1:11-13. Born of the Spirit who came into our lives, Jn 3:6-8. We're living in this world, and our old natures have to be counted dead, but we have been made new in Christ and are being renewed in His likeness. 

   We're to be Ambassadors living by the Laws of heaven - representing our Lord and persuading others to be reconciled with God, 2 Cor 5:14-21; Eph 2:6, 19; Col 3:10; Heb 12:22. We're to be loyal and obedient to earthly governments, Rom 13:1-7. Like Paul we may claim our earthly citizenship rights, Act 22:25-29; 25:9-12. (Although beyond any earthly ruler our final appeal is to our "Emperor" in Heaven's verdict, and our final loyalty is to Him, Acts 5:29.) But the heavenly kingdom, Eph 1:20-21; Col 3:1-2, though invisible, is the reality that's to determine our life on earth, and we're to live with our eyes on the glory above and ahead, Heb 11:13. We must not let earthly concerns dominate us. Instead of boasting of earthly things, and trying to get God to give us health wealth and happiness here, the citizens of Heaven live sacrificially now with a glorious eternal future when from their home-land their Deliverer will come to take them there. **45

The eyes of secular Philippi were on Rome and Caesar. If attacked, they looked to Rome for deliverance. We have better, WE LOOK FOR/eagerly await- As in Rom 8:19, 23, 25; 1 Cor 1:7; Gal 5:5; Heb 9:28. THE/a SAVIOUR from there THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WHO SHALL CHANGE/will transform- Metaschematizo- To transform the appearance and external features. Having Christ in us has already transformed our inner being, but when He comes He will transform OUR VILE/lowly- Tapeinosis- Lowly, as in Lk 1:48; Acts 8:33; Jas 1:10, not vile. BODY/bodies- Soma- Our body, human nature. As created by God it's good and beautiful - but, inherited through fallen Adam, Rom 6:6; 8:23; 12:1; 1 Cor 6:13-20; Col 2:11, it's inadequate to fully express Christ, and frustrates and humiliates us by its weakness, death and decay, Rom 7:24; 8:11; 2 Cor 4:16-5:10. There's nothing vile or evil about our bodies and natures except as they are corrupted by being used contrary to God's purposes - sin, Mt 15:11-20. In a sense Acts 10:15 applies to them, they are an essential part of the good gifts God gives us richly to enjoy, 1 Tim 4;3-5, 6:17. As God cares enough for it to keep count of the hairs of our head, Mt 10:30, we'd better treat our body with respect and take the stewardship of our body gladly. God's Work begins at the centre of our being - only in the resurrection will it work out at our fingertips, 1 Cor 15:35-45. 

Footnote **45 The Church has often forgotten who it is and what it's here for and settles down in the present world as a "Cinderella with Amnesia," as a good book was titled. The Anglican Church was like that 200 years back and saw itself as the servant of the state. The Oxford Movement, Newman, Keble etc tried to return it to the Middle-Ages when the Church RULED the state. In Ireland a revival started by the Gospel preaching of Evangelical clergy was stopped by Archbishop Magee decreeing that anyone becoming a church member must take the oath of allegiance to the British Sovereign. JN Darby left his parish and joined the "Brethren movement" and gave them the idea that it was wrong to join political parties or even to vote as we're citizens of Heaven. It's true that political action isn't an acceptable-to-God alternative to evangelism, and in fact there is no command that we should take political action with regard to any matter. But what the verse is saying is that Heaven is our home, and we're to live here by its principles, Mt 6:19-21.

   With age and spiritual growth bodily limitations grow more irksome, and we're more eager for His Coming when, in our new bodies, we won't be vulnerable to temptation or to persecution. When He comes, this Deliverer who has already transformed our inner being will transform our bodies and natures in an instant so that we will be completely tuned in to Him, and able to be and do all He desires and intends for us. See Rom 8:9-30; 1 Cor 15:51-58; 2 Cor 5:1-10; Col 3:10; 1 Th 4:13-18; 2 Pet 1:2-11; Jude 22-24.

BE FASHIONED LIKE- Summorphos- 2:6. HIS GLORIOUS BODY- Our whole redeemed person will be glorified by being embodied like Him, Rom 8:30; 1 Cor 15:42-57; 2 Cor 5:1-9; 1 Jn 3:1-2. There's no suggestion that we will be identical replicas of our Lord, 1 Cor 15:41. Moses and Elijah were themselves and yet in glory on the Transfiguration mountain. A million people transformed into the Christ-likeness God intends for each of them, will still leave many glorious aspects of our Lord's being without a human reflection. Each will be in their own unique perfection of maturity that Paul so vigorously sought - 3:8-11 is the verb form of summorphos. We will, at last, be able to live out to the full that resurrection life He has won for us, Rom 8:29; 1 Cor 15:35-49. 

ACCORDING TO THE WORKING.. HE IS ABLE/by the power that enables him TO SUBDUE ALL THINGS/to bring everything under his control- We're to take life seriously. We're all valuable people. God started work on us in our Mother's wombs to make us what we should be, Ps 139:13-16; Jer 1:4-7; Gal 1:15, and He's still working in us, 2:12. That's why Christ crucified, risen and glorified is our example - why He's IN us so that we can be like Him, Jn 15:12; Col 1:27; 1 Jn 4:17. It's not that He'll wave a magic wand over this Cinderella, this Pumpkin etc and make it all Fairy-tale stuff. What God does is rational, honest, reap-what-you-sow stuff, and the transforming process is going on right now. What you and I will be in heaven is being decided by how much of ourselves and our lives we're putting into the Lord's hands allowing Him to transform now. See 1:6; 2:12-13; Gen 1:27; Ps 8:6; Rom 8:29; 1 Cor 15:20-28; Eph 1:22; 1 Jn 3:1-3. 1 Cor 15:27. 

    The Resurrection of Christ and ourselves isn't an isolated incident, but the climax of God's intention to subject the universe to mankind. Christ fulfils man's destiny by subjecting the universe to Himself, and takes us to Himself in that role, 2:10-11, Rom 8:17-25; 11:36; 1 Cor 15:25-27; Eph 1:10; Col 1:15-20; 2:13-15. Cp Heb 2:18; 7:25; Jude 24. In 2:6-11 we have Christ becoming like us, and being exalted in Glory. Here we have us becoming like Christ in Glory. This provides the final answer to the false Gospels of 3:2-4, 18-19.

4:1-9 Have Peace between Believers & in our Hearts/Minds

(As usual Paul finishes with practical applications of truths he's been writing. For Peace - wholeness of being and smooth functioning - we need firm convictions, patient unity, joy, confident prayer and pre-occupation with good things.)

4:1 THEREFORE- In view of our heavenly citizenship and the coming of our Deliverer there are practical matters we must face. DEARLY BELOVED /you whom I love- Agapetos- Used by Jews for those of God's elect people, so it is a reminder of their being objects of God's love as well as of Paul's love. LONGED/long FOR- Epipothetos- A homesick tenderness that makes Paul feel sad at not being with them. MY JOY- They make him happy. CROWN- Stephanos- Crown of victory for winning in Olympic Games etc, or one worn at happy celebrations. Their growth in the Gospel is his joy now and will be his victory wreath in an atmosphere of exuberant joy, 2:16; 1 Cor 9:25; Jude 24; 1 Th 2:19-20, at the Lord's coming. That they mean so much to Paul moves and qualifies him to write as he does. He writes this strong expression of affection and joy before pleading with them to set right flaws in practical matters of their life and witness.

SO you should STAND FAST/firm- In Heavenly citizenship and behaviour. IN THE LORD MY DEARLY BELOVED/dear friends- Agapetos. We started out as Christians in response to the Gospel of the Grace of God. God's Word, through Paul, says Remember what you started out to be, and stand firm at being that. **46 

4:2-3 I BESEECH/plead with EUODIAS/Euodia.. SYNTYCHE- Paul takes no sides, uses the same words to each. Both are held responsible, both appealed to. **47 When the letter was read to the church Paul would in effect be publicly facing one and then the other saying "Euodia and Syntyche, please I beg you, make peace with each other." 

Footnote **46 We need never run away from our profession of faith in Christ, or give up worshipping and witnessing in the face of persecution 1:27-30. We have blessings, the Lord's example, 2:1-16, supported by the example of His work in Paul and others, and the assurance of His Coming. Cp Gal 5:1. This was written to people who had been Christians for about ten years - young and strong in Christ. As an older Christian I confess I haven't always stood firm. I, and others, tried hard, but after 25 years I was collapsing under the load. We accepted the challenge, made God's work our life's work, became pre-occupied with it as our work. This made it an impossible burden. I became increasingly frustrated at my failure, and impatient with others for not sharing the load. At 50, by God's grace, I came to appreciate that everything didn't depend on me/ my faithfulness. Heb 4:7-16 taught me that each day began afresh and invited me to rest my work in God's work. I had the Scriptures and the Spirit to show me my need, and my High Priest to go to in that need. From Rom 6:14; 2 Cor 12:7-10, came the assurance that in the Lord's work we're not limited to what we can do, and my failures need not be permanent. Being under Grace gives us courage to take up the responsibilities of Christian life and witness on the basis of the Cross of Christ, which disqualified all human strength and pride in working for God. Blessed be His Name.

Footnote **47 The whimsical "If Odious & Soontouchy are in the fellowship trouble is inevitable" is a reminder of character traits we must not develop, but name-calling is forbidden, 1 Pet 2:17.

   And this is part of a statement of the high value he sets on all the church members, and his appreciation of their past help. To Paul a quarrel between Christians wasn't something to be laughed at or ignored. That we're told nothing about the quarrel leaves it free to be applied universally. To look to the Lord - His blessings to us and past shared service - with thankfulness, takes the sting out of real or imagined insults, etc. 

BE OF THE SAME MIND/agree with- #1:7 each other IN THE LORD- Not give in to each other, give in to the Lord. If their attitude towards the Lord is right, sisterly behaviour will be possible under His Lordship. The general exhortation to strive for unity and harmony out of loyalty to the Lord, 2:2 may have already stirred their conscience but what a shock to have one's name read out in front of everybody and reconciliation called for as an important-to-Paul matter! When we have been affected by public ministry, may we hear within us God's voice Thou art the man! 2 Sam 12:7, and respond promptly. Even in a loving fellowship we need to act promptly about even the smallest divisions, Song 2:15. 

I ENTREAT/ask you TRUE/loyal- Gnesios- As in 2:20. It's our natural/family responsibility to do what we can to heal divisions. YOKEFELLOW- Someone at Philippi who had shared with Paul and these women in the Lord's work. HELP.. LABOURED WITH ME/contended at my side- Sunathleo- Athletes with, contenders in the Olympic team games as part of the Gospel team. Cp 1:27. Or fought side by side with me - fighters by nature, maybe, as Paul was. Grand - as long as it's in the Good fight, 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7. **48 

IN THE cause of the GOSPEL- In any team sport when players allow personal rivalry or disagreement about tactics to take their minds off the game the team will lose. In international competition concern for the honour of their country should prevent that. But with the "Gospel Team" it's the fate of men's souls, and the honour or disgrace of the Lord's Name that we put at risk by quarrelling. May the Lord have mercy on us and keep us from wrecking His work by distracting men's attention, and discrediting the Gospel of the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us. 

along WITH CLEMENT- Klemes- Mercy. Perhaps a real name. Certainly being fellow-labourers who are merciful should help us to maintain peace. We need mercy from God and to show mercy to one another. 

Footnote **48 As silly claims that Paul was biased against women are often made, note that he is the one NT writer who speaks so highly of their help in the Gospel witness. In line with his other statements about women's role in the church we'd understand that they had taken a stand for Christ, opened their homes to Christian witness and worship, Acts 16:15, witnessed to friends sharing what they had learned. 

WITH .. WHOSE NAMES ARE.. IN THE BOOK OF LIFE- Ancient cities had rolls listing those with citizen rights and responsibilities, and armies had rolls.**49 Being fellow-citizens in Heaven's registry obliges us to be loyal to each other. And it's the responsibility of all God's people to do what they can to maintain unity. 

4:4-5 REJOICE IN THE LORD always- #1:18. Look to Him, think who He is, what He has done and is doing. Then you will be able to rejoice no matter what disappointments you face in yourselves, others, or your circumstances. Paul keeps insisting we find the joy that's available to all who live in His love, Jn 15:7-14; Jude 1:21. It is our being in fellowship with the Lord in loving one another and so witnessing effectively to Him and the life He gives that makes us happy. Cp the brief challenges to Christian behaviour in 1 Th 5:12-24. In Gal 5:22-23 love, joy, peace are listed together. Here, by their being listed separately, each is emphasized. All our behaviour should spring from, and reflect, the joy in the Lord that has been granted to us and is ours for the taking. If we claim this joy we won't become preoccupied with petty offences/annoyances/problems. Success in our work isn't a safe focal point of our satisfaction, being in the Lord is, Lk 10:20 Cp Rom 5:3-4; 14:17; Gal 5:22-23; 1 Th 1:6. 

AGAIN I SAY it again REJOICE- Repeated in the face of objections to rejoicing when circumstances aren't pleasant. Along with all others we experience joy and grief, sickness and health, success and failure - in the Lord's work as well as ordinary life. The distinctive feature of the Christian life is that the Lord is with us always, Mt 28:20; Heb 13:5-6. Cp Isa 63:7-9. 

LET YOUR MODERATION/gentleness- Epieikes- Fairness, moderation, patient gentleness. **50 Elders are to rule in Epieikes, 1 Tim 3:3; Titus 3:2. Cp Jas 3:17. It's not giving in to everyone for the sake of peace - that can encourage evil. It's a loving reasonableness that when faced by difficult people treats them calmly and fairly while remaining loyal to the Lord and the truth, Eph 4:15. Cp 2 Cor 10:1; 1 Pet 2:23 - not insisting on rights or retaliating. BE KNOWN/ evident- #1:12 UNTO ALL MEN- We are His. Let it be obvious to all - difficult people outside the church as well as those who cause trouble within it - that "Jesus is alive in me." 

Footnote **49 The book of life is a symbol of God's knowing who His people are, Ex 32:32; Ps 69:28; Isa 4:3; Ezek 13:9; Dan 12:1; Rev 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27. Cp Lk 10:20; Heb 12:23. It's the book of those granted life by God and responsible to live out that life according to His will/ in fellowship with Him.

Footnote **50The word Epeikes goes back to Homer, always used of a balanced, intelligent, decent outlook. In the LXX it's used to describe the gracious gentleness of God's rule, 1 Sam 12:22; Ps 86:5. Jews used it of humble steadfastness in the face of injustice, malice, and ill-treatment.

THE LORD IS AT HAND/near- His coming is always near - He may come at any moment, 3:21; Lk 12:36; Rom 13:12; Heb 10:37; Jas 5:8-9; Rev 22:20. And we should so live that it will be a joy, Mt 24:44-47; 2 Pet 3:14; 1 Jn 2:28. But equally He is in and with us, Ps 145:18, individually, Jn 14:23, and collectively, Mt 18:20. His reputation is at stake in all we say and do. If we believe this, and make the effort to remember it, it will shut our mouths against saying anything quarrelsome. We need to remind ourselves constantly that wherever we go, whatever we do, we are associating Him with it. What children in a family say to each other brings a great deal of pleasure and pain to all concerned. Children are rather careful what they say in the presence of parents. Everything we say to our brothers and sisters in Christ, or about them, is heard by our Lord, and by our Father in Heaven - hence the appeal of this verse. **51 Even in the OT His presence in the camp of Israel required them to keep it clean, Deu 23:13-14. Cp Ps 24:3-5. 

Open hearts & minds to HIM & HIS Garrison

4:6-7 BE CAREFUL FOR NOTHING/Do not be anxious about anything- Before resisting this as being unrealistic, stop and think how we feel if a little child in our adequate care won't trust us. Are we God's child? Is His care adequate? The Lord's nearness means it's wrong to worry. They had plenty to worry about, 1:28-29; 3:1-2; 4:2, but they must not fail to trust in God's care, Mt 6:25-34; 1 Pet 5:7. Don't fret and let our thoughts cripple us, rob us of strength, cut us off from confidence in the Love of God and His provision for our every need, Rom 8:29-39. Of course we're to be concerned enough to pray, speak, and work for the good of others as Paul did for the Philippians. But, we're to put everything into His hands, rejoicing in Him and remembering all His grace towards us - trust Him and not be afraid. Ps 56:11; 112:7. Caring that is part of rejoicing in the Lord, and moving us to be gentle is good concern. If it's a distracting and crippling burden it's forbidden worrying, Mt 6:25-34. The Lord's Coming is the final answer to everything that threatens us, 3:21.

BUT IN EVERYTHING- Always, whether it seems certain to happen or not happen. The way to be anxious about nothing is to be prayerful about everything. SUPPLICATION/petition- #1:4 Specific prayer requests. Things asked from God after we have, by praying, put ourselves, every concern/interest/hope/fear/joy, into His hands and so given Him permission to act on our behalf, and opened ourselves to His point of view. 

Footnote **51 If gentleness isn't natural to us how can we learn it? I find that both my tone of voice and what I say changes for good when I stop trying to argue with people and start to pray aloud with them about the matters we disagree on. 

WITH THANKSGIVING- Leaving out the thanksgiving is like leaving out the Baking Powder - everything goes flat. Paul was under constant pressure from circumstances as he evangelised and taught. He felt deep concern for all the churches, and constantly committed them to the Lord in prayer with thanksgiving, 2 Cor 11:28. **52 Prayer is both a decision to make, and a habit being formed. 

YOUR REQUESTS MADE KNOWN to GOD- Whatever our disappointments/ triumphs/joys/sorrows we're to present our requests in a thankful spirit, not whining, pleading, fearful, unbelieving. He doesn't need to be told our needs - but telling Him draws us into fellowship with Him as we put ourselves into His hands for blessing, asking Him to meet our needs, thankful that His Fatherly concern can be relied on. Take it to the Lord in prayer and leave it with Him. It's not enough to ask His help. We must surrender the whole situation into His hands, no reservations, no axe to grind, as slaves, accepting in principle His solution and thanking Him. 

THE PEACE- #1:2 In the Bible peace is the total state of well-being that goes with Salvation, Isa 52:7. It's a right relationship with God, Rom 5:1, and involves friendly relationship with other people, Eph 2:14. OF GOD- The peace which originates in and comes from God. WHICH PASSETH/ transcends- Which rises above ALL UNDERSTANDING- Nous- Mind, the faculty of thinking, the functioning of the mind, Lk 24:45; 1 Cor 14:14. So nothing the Nous produces can defy God's gift of peace. God's peace is greater and more wonderful than any man can understand, Eph 3:20, or secular science explain or produce. Better still, it means that the peace God gives is more than adequate to deal with our every possible state of mind - able to cope with it and control it. 

   The Christian burdened with worries, and thirsty for peace and assurance comes to God and confesses his needs. This opens his heart and mind to the peace of God, and it takes charge, Col 3:15. He finds that God's peace is an everflowing spring for his thirst, a river of life for his cleansing, a lake of peace in which he can float at rest in the will of God. All this for those who obey the command of this verse. Human reasoning is based on limited knowledge - its peace may be an illusion. God has unlimited knowledge and power. He isn't beset with anxieties and is eager to share His peace with all who commit themselves into His care by single-minded believing prayer, Jas 1:5-7. 

Footnote **52 Thankfulness for what the Lord has already done encourages us to rest in the Lord about what He will do, or allow to happen. And thanking God for what He will choose to do about our requests encourages a cheerful attitude - rejoicing in the Lord. Paul's makes clear the importance of thanksgiving in Rom 1:8, 21, 14:6; 1 Cor 1:4; 2 Cor 1:11; 4:15; 9:11-12, 15; Eph 1:16; 5:18-20; Col 2:7; 3:15, 17; 4:2; 1 Th :2:9-10; 5:17-18, 1 Tim 2:1; 4:3-4; 2 Tim 3:2. 

SHALL KEEP/will guard- Phroureo- A military term used in 2 Cor 11:32; Gal 3:23; 1 Pet 1:5. YOUR HEARTS- Feelings, emotions, 1:7; Rom 9:2; 10:1; 2 Cor 2:4, willing, Mk 3:5; 1 Cor 7:37; 2 Cor 9:7, thinking, Mt 12:34; Rom 1:21; Eph 1:18. AND your MINDS- Noema- Thoughts, and the thinking capacity of mind, 2 Cor 2:11; 3:14; 4:4; 10:5; 11:3. The two overlap so as to cover all possibilities that God's Peace guards from. If we live in the peace God gives to those placing themselves and concerns in His hands we will not be distracted into panic, 1:27-28. It's God as a peace-keeping force resident in us, and us choosing security in Him, Prov 18:10, that fends off all worries and fears. 

THROUGH/in CHRIST JESUS- It's because of our union with Christ, and our commitment to fellowship with Him that all this is possible and becomes real. There's no promise of peace for those with a vague trust in God's providential care apart from Christ. God can do nothing for those who are living in rebellion against Him, or in indifference to His will. It's Christ Himself who is our peace, Jn 14:27; Eph 2:14; 2 Th 3:16. In Christ Jesus is the sphere in which the protection operates. Do we ask for protection, and yet persist in allowing access to the doubts, lies and accusations of the Enemy, Gen 3:1; Jn 8:44; Rev 12:10, or his bribes, 3:19; Mk 4:19; Jas 1:5-8. 

4:8-9 FINALLY- #3:1. Sums up what he has been saying by directing their thinking to things which will help them enjoy life in fellowship with God. All except "Honourable" are found in the LXX OT, but all would be approved by any good man. A descending scale - 2 absolute ones, 2 relative ones, 2 based on moral approval, and finally 2 so generalised they include anything worthwhile. **53 **54 WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE/ whatever is TRUE- Alethes- True, unconcealed. A person who speaks what is true conceals nothing. What he says corresponds with reality which he describes accurately. WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE HONEST/whatever is noble- Semnos- Reverend, honourable, dignified - God-honouring and self-respecting. The word is used in 1 Tim 2:2; 3:4, 8, 11; Titus 2:2, 7. 

Footnote **53 By mentioning each separately Paul emphasises that each is essential. It's not enough that any speech, action, habit, etc meets ONE criteria - Truth is fine, but only if spoken in Love, Eph 4:15. Kind, Loving words are good - but only if they're true, etc. The nine blessings in Gal 5:22-23, are a single fruit - the Spirit doesn't allow us to select which we will have. Cp Light can be split into rainbow colours, but to be light it must have them all.)

Footnote **54 Pressure from without and quarrelling within would rob them of peace and joy. We may be tempted to claim we can't help worrying about evil things. It may be useless to fight worry and natural pessimism, but the Lord's answer is to direct our minds towards worthwhile things - all that's good and of God in the world of Creation around, in the Scriptures, especially things that are ours in Christ Jesus. And let these guide our behaviour. Good Pagans would agree with Paul - the Stoic philosophers made similar lists of worthy qualities. But they were aiming at self-righteous, self-achieved virtue. What Paul sets out is an outworking of God's work in them 1:12-13, but certainly it would be a disgrace to God and the Gospel if their level of individual and collective life fell below that of the better heathen. Cp Rom 2:1-16; 1 Pet 2:11-12. Contrast the folly of Ascetic "holiness" - "Saint" Jerome writing that he admired Paula for her "holiness "- her unwashed appearance and neglect of her children! 

JUST/right- Dikaios #1:7. By God's standards, and fair to everybody. A relational term. God Himself is righteous and loves justice, Ps 11:7; Am 8:4-7. PURE- #1:16 In the OT it was used of things that had been cleansed and so were fit for God. Here it means morally pure, undefiled, blameless. Things that have nothing bad or corrupting in them as in 2 Cor 7:11; 11:2; 1 Tim 5:22; Titus 2:5; Jas 3:17; 1 Pet 3:2. It refers to purity of thought, words, motivation and actions, in sexual matters, and generally. 

LOVELY- Prosphiles That which calls forth love, lovable, love-inspiring, lovely, winsome, pleasant to be with. Our living in fellowship with God's love in our dealings with others, Jn 15:10; 1 Jn 4:7-21. OF GOOD REPORT/is admirable- Euphemos- Good sounding. Things which encourage people to think good thoughts, or things that are good to hear of, pleasing, praiseworthy - the opposite of causing scandal or offence. Cp Euphemism- a polite and decent word used in place of a crude or offensive word so as not to shock people, or debase the matter referred to. 

IF.. ANY VIRTUE/anything is Excellent- Arete- Excellence, goodness, virtue. Used only in 1 Pet 2:9; 2 Pet 1:3, 5, but much used by the Greek moral philosophers as the highest good for man to aim at. Paul is clearly talking about the whole range of desirable character and behaviour. IF.. ANY PRAISE/praiseworthy- Epainos- Used of God being praised, 1:11; Eph 1:6, 12, 14, and God praising His servants on Judgment day, Rom 2:29; 1 Cor 4:5; 1 Pet 1:7, etc. The listed things are all good in themselves and bring praise from men and glorify God, Mt 5:16. The LORD Himself exemplified all of these qualities, and so does His Gospel. By His grace and patience His Creation still retains elements of these desirable qualities - our hearts and minds can share with Him in this. 

THINK- #3:13. ON THESE/about such THINGS- Literally calculate, take into account in your daily life, pay attention to them, fill your minds with these things as material to build into your life as in Rom 6:11. Use them as standards to judge what it's right to think about. We must refuse to listen to the Devil's lie which says we can't control our thoughts/feelings. What GOD COMMANDS it's sin to disobey - and a slander against Him to suggest that we can't respond in dependence on HIM and His provision, Mt 25:26. Actions are most under our control, controlling thoughts is a fragile second line of defence. I must press the OFF button before the programme starts if it's unhelpful. Controlling thoughts and feelings once aroused may be impossible - so we must flee the situations that stir them up, 1 Co 10:11-14; 2 Tim 2:22. 

Footnote **55 If we could plug this "8 layered filter" on our TV or Newspaper would we? If we did would we be narrow-minded - with God in our mind! We're called to be aware of the evil nature of the world around, and face facts as God's Word does, but we must not find sin entertaining. Who looking at Lot as he lived in Sodom would have guessed he was smothering a Righteous soul? 2 Pet 2:8?.

   Temptation isn't irresistible, but it's universal. If we don't seek God and His way of escape, 1 Cor 10:11-14, we will sin. When we have sinned Satan promotes despair, and so does Law, Rom 7:14-24, but God points us to Grace, Rom 6:14 which constantly challenges us to get up and go on, Heb 4:7; 1 Jn 1:5-9. If we keep thinking about any evil, and how we must resist it we strengthen the hold that evil has on us. We can't reach inside ourselves and create good thoughts and feelings, but as God says here through Paul we can and must direct our attention to good things, and  trust in God that He will reprogram the computer of our thoughts, and fill our hearts with love, Rom 5:5. Beyond all else, Deu 33:27; Prov 18:10; Mt 6:33; 2 Cor 12:9; Heb 12:2 are true. Even in the depths of helpless mental depression, Mic 7:8 has comforted me, and the constant request to the Lord that He would keep the promise of Rom 6:14 was answered over a period of months.

THOSE THINGS/Whatever you HAVE LEARNED- Manthano- To learn as a Mathetes- disciple through the instruction, company and example of their teacher, as in Mt 11:29; 1 Cor 14:31; 1 Tim 2:11; 2 Tim 3:7, etc. And from putting the teachings into practice, 1 Tim 5:4; Heb 5:8. We must learn from/live up to the highest standards displayed in God's Creation as listed in 4:8, but that's only background. Our specific responsibility is to live God's will as revealed in the Gospel, and demonstrated in the lives of Paul and his co-workers. The Gospel empowers the life demanded by Law, Rom 8:2-4, and the GOOD life which Philosophers advocated. 

RECEIVED- Paralambano- Received as a handed-down authoritative tradition. HEARD from me- #1:27. In conversation or formal teaching session. What Paul preached was God's revealed will proclaimed by God's authorised messenger, Eph 2:17-22, and in due course written as our NT Scriptures. 1 Cor 11:2, 23-26; 15:1-8; Gal 1:9; 1 Th 2:13; 4:1; 2 Th 3:6, 14. SEEN IN ME- #1:17. A disciple learned from the whole pattern of his teacher's life. We should all be disciple-makers, Mt 28:19. As such, Paul, as well as passing on to them the authoritative truths of the Gospel, was careful to embody those truths in the way he and his companions lived. Cp 3:17-18; 1 Cor 11:1.

DO/put into practice- Prasso- To practice, make a habit of doing. Present imperative - be continually doing, adjusting your life in the direction shown you, putting these things into practice. Thinking-feeling-doing are linked. What we turn over in our mind will turn up in our life. Right living comes from right thinking, and both come from God, 2;12-13. The thinking of good things as in 4:8, had in view their modifying the behaviour in good and desirable ways. Doing so would lift them out of the selfishness and rivalry that's natural to even the most idealistic groups. Show by your life what you have come to believe, Acts 26:19-20, etc. 

    Doing His will produces righteous, loving, wise peace, and it's a fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22-23, as we obey 4:4-9. Cp Rom 15:33; 16:20; 1 Th 5:23-24; Heb 13:20. 

THE GOD OF PEACE- The Source and Giver of peace. The One who loves peace, promotes peace, and will be honoured by there being peace in their inter-personal relationships. WILL BE WITH YOU- 1:2. Only those willing to live the life Paul lived and set before us in this Epistle can prove the truth of this promise. Selfish, quarrelsome, and lazy Christians can't even want this blessing - they see it as costing them too much. The price fades into insignificance when we think of the price our Lord and Saviour paid to obtain it for us, 2:5-8, and the startling glory of its purpose, Rom 8:29, Heb 2:10. That those who will trust in God and do His will are assured of His presence in blessing, and that no matter how privileged they have been, if they allow rivalries, grumbling, bickering etc 2:14, they will frustrate His desire to use and bless them - this is God's truth. But equally true is the fact that we must not dare to make judgments about what particular actions have been responsible for unusual success, or disaster for others. All God has revealed of His will is designed to further His desire to be with His people, and He is with us to the limit of our co-operation, 2 Chr 26:5. See Gen 26:3, 24; 28:15; Ex 3:12; Jos 1:5; 1 Chr 11:9; Ps 23:4; 46:7; Isa 41:10. 

4:10-23 Appreciate Sharing Material Blessings

(Paul has experienced PEACE in ALL circumstances, and the God of Peace is with him in his prison cell - but their fellowship-provision is valued. They have always shared generously with Paul in the monetary cost of his evangelising, and he thanks them warmly for this. The family and friends of prisoners were responsible for supplying them with food etc so their recent gift was appreciated. See also 2 Cor 8:1-5. But Paul was sensitive about money matters, as religious leaders and philosophers often exploited hearers for personal gain, 2 Cor 11:5-9, 20-21; 12:17-18; 2 Pet 2:3. On the other hand churches might try to dictate to preachers they supported financially, 1 Cor 4:1-5. Paul assures them that God provides for His servants and he is content with what comes to him. But the love shown by them in their giving, and the credit it is to the Gospel as fruit in their lives, makes it very precious to him.)

4:10-11 I REJOICED/rejoice IN THE LORD GREATLY- Paul in receiving the gift rejoiced in the Lord as being the One who inspired that gift. Paul was able to live in undisturbed peace and joy, 4:4-7, 11, 1:18, because he lived "in the Lord" receiving the good and bad that came, from His hands, looking to Him, Heb 12:2, and saying "Thank-you." This takes the sting out of hard times, banishes greed or self-pity from the receiver, sanctifying and deepening the experience of the good. (Giving "in the Lord" takes the pride and proprietorship from the giver.) The relief of his financial needs was appreciated, but it was the renewal of heart fellowship, and it showing that God's work was flourishing in Philippi, that moved him to GREAT joy. He rejoices in their love rather than counts the cash value. Cp Mk 12:42-44.

NOW AT THE LAST- Literally already (not waiting for prompting) at last or once more. Paul isn't complaining. YOUR CARE.. FLOURISHED AGAIN/renewed- The Greek word means as a tree bursts into leaves-flowers-fruit after the winter. your concern for me- Circumstances - like winter weather - had been unfavourable, but, when it became possible, their generous loving care for Paul spontaneously blossomed again as a tree responds to Spring, to get a gift to him. LACKED/had no OPPORTUNITY to show it- My words don't mean I thought you no longer cared. I know you hadn't any chance to reach me with help. **56

NOT THAT I SPEAK IN RESPECT OF WANT/I'm not saying this because I am in need- He doesn't deny that the gift met a real need, but assures them that he hadn't been feeling neglected and sorry for himself. He'd been rejoicing in the Lord throughout the hardship, just as he had been urging them to rejoice. FOR I- Emphatic, I personally. HAVE LEARNED- Manthano- Learned as a disciple, not as a matter of theory. Used in 1 Tim 5:4; Titus 3:14; Heb 5:8. Paul had learned as a disciple of the Lord who could truthfully say He had less security than the wild animals, The foxes have holes, the birds.. Mt 8:20. IN WHATSOEVER STATE.. TO BE CONTENT whatever the circumstances- Autarkes- Self-sufficient, independent of circumstances, satisfied in any situation whatever happens. **57 

4:12-13 I KNOW- #1:17 BOTH HOW/what it is TO BE ABASED/in need **58- The Lord had abased Himself, 2:8, and Paul had fellowshipped with Him in being abased - perhaps dependent on the charity of his guards. All he has written about the Lord's provision for our every need, and our rejoicing in Him knowing He is faithful to those who trust and obey Him, had been tested and proved true in his own experience. His joyful appreciation of their gift that lifted him out of poverty isn't to be read as denying the sufficiency found in his all-sufficient Lord. He'd learnt to rejoice in the Lord while in abject poverty, I KNOW HOW/what it is TO ABOUND/have plenty**58- #1:9 To be over-supplied beyond his needs. He'd learnt not to be swept off his feet by the flood of prosperity. As with poverty it's to be received with unembarrassed quiet dependence on the Lord, rejoicing in Him, not in the prosperity. 
Footnote **56 Perhaps they hadn't known where he was, or under persecution had to cease giving, 2 Cor 8:1-2. Accusations that Paul - in spite of his Self-sacrificing way of working - was exploiting churches, 1 Th 2:9; 2 Th 3:7-10; 1 Cor 9:3-18; 2 Cor 12:13-18 may have prompted him to forbid giving for a period, etc. 

Footnote **57 The Stoics, Acts 17:18 taught that this self-sufficient relying on their inner resources was the greatest good (as some Eastern religions do today) and boasted of self-sufficiency. The Self-sufficiency Paul rejoiced in was that of a child of God in his Heavenly Father's care. God-dependent self-sufficiency in obedient fellowship with his Lord, Mt 6:24-34; Jn 15:7-11; 2 Cor 9:8 (where Autarkeia is used); 1 Tim 6:6-12; Heb 13:5-6. 

Footnote **58 The pair of words suggest the contrast between a river running dry, and a river so full of water it overflows its banks. 

IN ALL THINGS/every situation- Wherever I am and whatever happens to me I AM INSTRUCTED/have learned the secret- Mueo- The word was used of being initiated into the secrets of the mystery religions. What Paul speaks of isn't a hidden secret, but experience alone can make one confident beyond the surface confidence of faith that is ready to trust God, Cp Rom 5:1-5. of being content TO BE FULL/whether well fed- Chortazo- To fill with food. The word is used for fattening animals - my manger is kept full! TO BE/or being HUNGRY- He had been used to hunger in his days of freedom, 1 Cor 4:11; 2 Cor 11:27. BOTH TO ABOUND/whether living in plenty AND TO SUFFER NEED/or in want- Whether I have more than I need, or less than I need..

I CAN DO- Ischuo- To be strong, effective. ALL THINGS/everything THROUGH CHRIST who gives me strength- Endunamoo- Gives me Dunamis- Energy power as in Acts 1:8 (Our word Dynamo) As a young child can bravely face challenges because his father is with him. He isn't saying he can perform spectacular miracles at will, but that the Lord provides him with the strength needed to cope with all that comes to him in the Lord's will. Cp 2 Cor 12:9-10; Eph 6:10; 1 Tim 1:12; 2 Tim 2:4:17.

4:14-16 Yet it was good of you- Kalos- Beautiful and good as in Mk 7:37; Acts 10:33; 2 Pet 1:19. COMMUNICATE/to share- As in Eph 5:11; Rev 18:4. WITH MY AFFLICTION/troubles- By helping him they were depriving themselves, and so sharing his troubles. They were partners with him in proclaiming the Gospel, 1:5, and their gift continued this sharing. That he was able to cope with poverty didn't make their gift any less appreciated. Both in giving and receiving, the important thing is the spiritual aspect - being drawn into closer fellowship with God and His purposes.

as you PHILIPPIANS KNOW- #1:16 Cp 2 Cor 6:11. Of course they knew they had been in the habit of helping him, but Paul reminds them he hadn't forgotten and their loving help was special. THAT IN THE BEGINNING/ early days OF.. THE GOSPEL- When he brought the Gospel to them, Acts 16. Cp 2 Th 2:13-14. WHEN I DEPARTED/set out FROM MACEDONIA NO/not one CHURCH COMMUNICATED/shared WITH ME- Koinoneo. Entered into partnership with me/invested in the work I was doing/offered financial support which I accepted, 2 Cor 11:9. AS CONCERNING/in the matter of GIVING AND RECEIVING- He gave the Gospel and they received it, Gal 6:6. They gave material support and he received it. See this in 1 Cor 9:1-23. He may have been freed from the need to earn his living when Silas and Timothy arrived in Corinth from Macedonia, Acts 18:5. 

EVEN when I was IN THESSALONICA- The next place he preached at. They had been prompt in sending assistance. you SENT me aid- He couldn't always set up his tent-making work, Acts 20:34, and they would know he was still recovering from a severe beating. He seems to have accepted gifts only when he had moved on from a place, and his presence among them no longer put any pressure on the converts to give. 

4:17-18 NOT BECAUSE/that I DESIRE/am looking for A GIFT- Paul was careful to thank people for gifts but also to guard against giving the impression he was expecting more gifts from them. I DESIRE/am looking for FRUIT.. TO YOUR ACCOUNT- The outworking of God's work in them, expressing their redeemed nature as fruit expresses the nature of a tree, Mt 7:16-20; Jn 15:1-12. This will be displayed fully to the glory of the Lord at His Coming, 1:6. God can meet his needs without them, but he's delighted with their Grace-given generosity in having fellowship with him. God knows all the good done by all His people in all ages, values it, will reward and display it eternally, Mt 10:42. **59

I HAVE ALL/received full payment.. AM FULL/amply supplied.. RECEIVED- It's as if Paul was returning a receipt assuring them he had received their gift, that it more than met his needs, and he believed that he had been paid in full - they had fulfilled their obligation. A SWEET SMELL A SACRIFICE/fragrant offering- Not a sin offering, but a peace-fellowship offering made with a thankful heart, enjoyed in God's acknowledged presence, Ex 18:12; Lev 7:11-21; Deu 27:7. Our actions are described as being sacrifices in 2 Cor 9:12; Heb 13:15-16; 1 Pet 2:5; Rev 5:8-14. an ACCEPTABLE sacrifice WELLPLEASING/pleasing TO GOD- To be pleasing to God is the great concern of the Christian life, Rom 12:1; 14:18; 2 Cor 5:9; Eph 5:10; Col 1:10. Giving to the Lord's work isn't just a sharing of material things. Only a heart involvement makes it pleasing to God, Ps 50:7-17; 51:16-17. Their giving to Paul was the kind of sacrifice God was delighted to receive. Cp Gen 8:21; Ex 29:18, 25, 41; Lev 1:9, 13, 17; Ezek 20:40-41; 2 Cor 2:15-16; Eph 5:2. 

Footnote **59 Paul's concern for the spiritual aspects is in contrast with many appeals for donations to Christian Work. We must always bear in mind that while the Lord provides for His servants, that involves money coming from someone's pockets into theirs. We are entitled to make needs known, Gal 2:9-10, but we must make it clear that givers must decide before the Lord how much they will give, 1 Cor 16:2, and must look to Him to guide their giving. The funds must be handled by trustees known to be honest, competent and Godly, and without financial gain by the fund-raisers, 2 Cor 8:13-21, etc. Generosity needs to have a spiritual dimension - needs to be the sign of growth in grace. This is totally different from commercial fund-raising that pays salaries to fund-raisers, or gives them a share of whatever they raise, pays office staff, and spends large sums on sensational printed material and TV ads - all being paid out of the gifts they receive. We're to honour God with the money He has entrusted to us, and not let the shouts of those who bid for our support drown out the whispers of the Lord, and our godly dependence on Him to direct our giving to those who in simplicity depend on the Lord for support as they do His work. Hudson Taylor's words "God's work, carried out in God's way, will never lack God's resources" are still true.

4:19-20 MY GOD- The God to whom I belong, who you're serving by helping me SHALL SUPPLY/will meet ALL YOUR NEED/needs- God who in loving care for His own had moved them to meet the needs of His servant Paul could be trusted to see that their own needs would be met. Cp 2 Cor 9:6-15. 

God's provision is guaranteed to His servants, not for those lightly claiming freedom from working, 2 Th 3:6-12. ACCORDING TO- In a way worthy of, in proportion to, or simply out of. HIS RICHES IN GLORY/glorious riches BY/in CHRIST JESUS- In a sense this assures them the prayer of 1:3-11 will be answered, in the Gospel fruit they are showing in their lives, and in God's always making it possible. Cp 1 Th 5:23-24, and God's enrichment of their lives as His children/servants, Rom 2:4; 9:23; 10:12; 11:33; 2 Cor 4:7; 8:9; Eph 1:7, 18; 3:8, 16; Col 1:27. Not a soft pillow for Christians who squander money, but to good stewards eager to do the will of God sacrificially. McDonald quotes Williams "My God- the banker, shall supply- the promise to pay. all your need- the amount promised, according to- the capital of the bank. in glory- the address of the bank, Christ Jesus- the signature on the promise to pay. 

NOW UNTO/To GOD OUR FATHER BE GLORY- The praise and worship of which He is worthy, Ps 29:2; 96:8; Lk 2:14; 19:38; Rom 11:36; 16:27; Gal 1:3-5; Eph 3:21; Heb 13:21; 2 Pet 3:18. FOR EVER AND EVER- Ps 145:1-2; Gal 1:5; 1 Tim 1:17; 2 Tim 4:18; 1 Pet 4:11; Rev 1:6, 18; 4:9, 10; 5:13, etc. AMEN- Praising God for His Greatness and Goodness concludes Paul's giving thanks to the Philippians who had just blessed him with a gift he has received as from God. It also rounds off the Epistle as a whole. 

4:21-23 SALUTE EVERY SAINT/Greet all the saints IN CHRIST JESUS- The Lord has set us all apart as His, so we must reach out in fellowship to each other. Paul has been urging them to be united, and he sends greetings equally to all, and from all with him. THE BRETHREN/brothers who ARE WITH ME- Paul's companions. GREET YOU/send greetings. ALL THE SAINTS- #1:1. All God's people in the church at Rome. SALUTE/send YOU greetings..  CAESAR'S HOUSEHOLD- Freedmen or slaves who work in the Emperor's palace. A tough but Influential spot. 

THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST- As in 1:2 - God's work in the Gospel starts and ends with His Grace - Grace sufficient for every need, Hallelujah! Cp 1 Cor 16:23; Gal 6:18; Col 4:18; 1 Th 5:28; 2 Th 3:18. Grace sums up all the love and mercy God brought to us in the Gospel which we share, and we commend each other to. 

BE WITH YOU ALL/your spirit- If safe and blessed at the core, the rest matters little. Whatever storms may buffet us externally, grace is assured to all who trust and obey - as Paul had boldly confessed in stating his experience of contentment. AMEN- [RT) Not in the earlier Mss, more likely to have been added than omitted.

E. Read   26.2.2001. Revised 12.9.2001 & 27.7.04.
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