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Wise, Sincere, Christian Living
Wisdom from Heaven, granted freely by God to all who ask with the intention of living by it,
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I have tried to present these scriptures as honestly as possible, and be true to the natural meanings of the words God has chosen to use. But it isn’t safe to rely on any man’s word, no matter how helpful it may seem to be. So I have listed all the examples of how a word is used, or if it is a commonly used Greek word enough to show the range of possible meanings. Please read them through, if that is possible, looking to the Lord as to what HE is saying to you, and prove all things by referring to His Word as a whole, 2 Pet 1:20-21.

Introduction & 1:1 

Date- Probably very early in the life of the Church, about AD 45-48, as James refers to the Jewish churches as synagogues, 2:2. And before the events of Acts 15 as the question of fellowship with Gentile Believers doesn’t seem to have become important enough to need mentioning. (It continued to be important until after AD 70 and James was martyred before that – in fact Josephus suggested that the murder of such a righteous man was a cause of Judgment falling on Jerusalem.) James’ Epistle may be the first NT Scripture. It is strongly Jewish, but while conditions have changed, the general principles behind the teaching are still relevant today.

Why is James Different from Paul’s Epistles? (a) Recipients.
Paul writes to church congregations made up of people who have one thing in common – they have believed the Gospel, received Christ as their Saviour and know they have been born again by the Spirit of God. By Grace, and their faith in Christ, they have been Justified – made right with God, Sanctified - set apart to live in fellowship with God, called-equipped-enabled by the Holy Spirit to live as citizens of Heaven until the Lord comes to take them there. Presumably this is why only occasionally Paul’s Letters have a message for unbelievers who may be present in congregations where the Letters are read. 

James wrote to congregations made up of people who have one thing in common – they are Jews, living according to the OT Law, and who may not have yet decided that Jesus is the Messiah Saviour and received eternal life in Him. James is writing to Christian Jews, 1:18, but it is assumed, as in Hebrews 10:22-39, that the message will be shared with other Jews who are willing to consider that Jesus might be the Messiah. This, like Paul’s Synagogue preaching, fits an early date before the division between Non-Christian Jews and Christian Jews had hardened. Jews would find much of what is written in John’s Gospel and Epistles, and in Paul’s Epistles, difficult to understand and accept without careful preparation such as Stephen gave in Acts 7, and Paul in Acts 13:16-41; 17:10-12; 18:4-5, etc. 

The Jews in Israel had the chance to hear the Lord Jesus teach and demonstrate the will of God in terms of the OT Law, as a preliminary to the Gospel. What James writes parallels what Jesus taught. If God in grace granted healing to those as yet unconverted who sought the help of the Elders of the “Christian Synagogue” that would also be a witness. Cp the confirmation of the Gospel preached by Peter, John, Acts 3:1-8, etc, Phillip, Acts 8:6-8, Paul and Barnabas, Acts.14:8-10. So one purpose of this Epistle may be to give these scattered Jews the chance to meet the challenge of the truths Jesus preached – It echoes the Sermon on the Mount, 2:5\Mt 5:3, 3:10-12/Mt 7:15-20, 3:18/Mt 5:9, 5:2-3/Mt 6:19-20, 5:12/Mt 5:33-37. If only they would respond to this “Pre-Gospel message,” Mt 10:5-13, that would be a step towards faith in Christ as proclaimed in the Gospel. 

Like Christ in Mt 5:1-6:18; 23:23, etc, and Paul in Rom 2, James deals with Jewish distortions and misuse of the OT. He makes it clear in 1:26-2:15; that performing religious ritual and belief in the one true God isn’t Godliness. 3:1-4:12 makes it clear that strongly expressed loyalty to details of God’s Law (as one understood it) and bitter attacks on those who understood it differently, isn’t Godliness 5:1-6 refutes the idea that wealth proves that God approves one’s lifestyle. Jewish thinking was dominated by commitment to the OT Law, but Paul could speak more bluntly as his hearers lived under the influence of Greek culture with its emphasis on rational interpretation. Greek was their everyday language, many read the Scriptures in Greek (The LXX) and the Greek words carried a flavour of Greek ideas. Even in Israel about half of the burial inscriptions are in Greek, and the letters found at Masada written to the ultra nationalist rebel, Bar Kochba by his second in command Ben Yair, are in Greek. Many of those to whom James was writing lived in the Parthian Empire, less influenced by Greek culture and rationality. (Orthodox Jews today interpret the OT by the Talmud  (commentary) which was written in Babylon.

Our situation as Gentile Christians is in many ways different. God’s OT people living in the land were to be a holy community with everyone subject to the same religious and civil laws. The Church isn’t like that. It is to live as a minority in all sorts of communities, living as far as possible within the laws of those communities, Rom 13:1-7; 1 Pet 2:13-17, and witnessing in them The Christians are a “Called Out to fellowship with the Lord” community, as a result of responding to the Gospel call – and they are to win others to Christ by proclaiming the Gospel. The Church hasn’t inherited the commands, promises and blessing made specifically to Israel. We are the “Israel of God” only in the sense of Gal 6:15-16. 2 Cor 3:3-18, and the whole of Romans, Galatians and Hebrews spell out the changed situation. But the Holy Spirit chose to pass this epistle on to all Christians, and it sets out many principles and practical instructions which are wholesome and essential for us all, 2 Tim 3:16. 

Why is James Different from Paul’s Epistles? (b) Mind-set.

Our “Western” minds expect important statements to be carefully structured, under headings, sub-headings etc so that the relationships between the statements are clear. James Letter isn’t like that, so some commentators treat it as a collection of unrelated practical rulings. Eg in 4:1-4 they interpret the “body” in which members are fighting as that of an individual Christian, and “adultery” as physical. They miss the point that strife in the church is the result of Leaders being unfaithful to Him by adopting the world’s motives, attitudes and methods. 

To the Jewish mind important statements should be made in vivid words that will make the truth clear and permanent in the reader’s mind by requiring many hours of meditation, seeking to grasp what God is saying to them. Proverbs and Psalms are like that, the Lord’s parables, and such statements as we are to be “light” “serpent-doves,” etc. Looked at from that point of view what James has written forms a pattern in which each statement has its place in relation to the other statements, and to the message of the Epistle as a whole. Some complain that the Epistle can’t be divided into neat sections – that’s a virtue. The verse that sums up a section often serves also as the lead in to the next section and its subject. It’s a linking bridge. 

-0-

Recurring themes - Wisdom– 1:5; 3:13-18; (cp Gal 5:22-23.) (The style is rather like the OT Wisdom writings.) The first step in gaining wisdom is to recognise one’s lack of it, and then to turn to God and ask in faith with a single-hearted desire to receive God’s wisdom. That we possess wisdom or not is shown not by being a learned person, or one who tells other people what to do – The way we behave will show whether we have God’s kind of wisdom or not. Speech– The Tongue, 1:19, 26; 3:1-12; 4:11-15; 5:12, demonstrates man’s failure to live as God intended and commanded. It’s the most common expression of good and evil, of what man is at heart, in relation to God and man. It’s misuse is destructive to both speaker and hearer. Faith and Patience under trial, 1:2-8, 12-18; 3:13-18; 4:1-10, 17; 5:7-11. Faith and works– practice not theory, 1:19-25; 2:14-26. Humility= 1:5; 3:1, 13; 4:6-10. Prayer – 1:5-8; 5:13-18 Riches– Peril- 1:9-11; 2:1-8; 4:13-16; 5:1-6.

James is a practical man who writes bluntly. 1:5-8. If you’re not sure you will do what God says, asking Him for guidance is a waste of your time and an insult to God. 2:18-26, If you say you have faith in God and don’t do what God says your faith is dead - the kind of faith that belongs with the demons in hell. 3:1-13 Singing God’s praises is fine as long as you don’t say bitter things that hurt people. 4:1-11, If you are in strife with other Christians it’s because you enjoy quarrelling, and are acting in fellowship with the world so are God’s enemy. 5:1-6, It’s dangerous to be rich. To become mature in your fellowship with God. Don’t get angry. Don’t favour rich over poor, do good things for everyone, and pray for them. Surrender to God and don’t rely on human wisdom. Accept responsibility for whatever you say. All personal sins and all quarrels and divisions among God’s people are caused by our doing what we feel like doing. Don’t brag about what you’re going to do.  

James’ View of the Church- Hospitals collect sick people because they have the facilities to deal with sickness. James, writing within 20 years of the Cross and Pentecost, shows that Christian churches are like that. They are communities where human misbehaviour is brought out into the open, faced, and dealt with. Christ died for sinners and made provision for dealing with all sins. This enables people to repent, confess, be cleansed and change towards a God-honouring life. Solving people problems requires the kind of Wisdom God alone can give, and gives freely. This wisdom requires knowledge of the truth, but to be effective must be lived out. Skill in doing this is essential, and James begins and ends with emphasis on prayer.

–0-

1:1 James- wrote this Epistle. James (Jacob in Hebrew) was a common name. Not James the Apostle, John’s brother, as he was killed by Herod Agrippa, quite early, about A.D. 44, Acts 12:2. And as he was an Apostle, if he had written it, it would have been accepted as Scripture sooner. It’s generally believed that this Epistle was written by James the eldest of the Lord’s brothers, the son of Joseph and Mary, Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3; He was an unbeliever before the Cross, Mk 3:21; Jn 7:3-5, but after the resurrection he was a disciple, Acts 1:14. He may have been converted when the Lord appeared to him, 1 Cor 15:7. When Peter was released from prison he specially notified James, Acts 12:17. Paul called on him when he visited Jerusalem, Gal 1:19; Acts 21:18, and said he was a pillar of the church, there, Gal 2:9. 

James must have been a strong-minded man, as many Jewish Believers, even the Apostle Peter, were afraid he might rebuke them if they broke the OT Law and ate with Gentile Believers, Gal 2:11-13. The Pharisee Christians who insisted that all Gentile Christians become circumcised and keep the Law, Acts 15:5 claimed him as their leader – but he and the other Jerusalem Apostles and Elders disowned them, Acts 15:24. What we know of him fits well with what is said in the Epistle, as in Acts 15:13-21; 21:18-25, he expected the OT Law to be obeyed but interpreted it in practical, common sense ways and made rulings accordingly. He expected Christian Jews to attend the Jewish synagogues, be taught the Law and generally keep it. But the Gospel requirements of fellowship with Gentile Brothers in Christ must over-ride Law obedience as the Gentile Believers didn’t have to keep the food Laws, Acts 15:13-29. Tradition says that James was concerned with righteous living, and obedience to God’s Law - The Jewish historian Josephus called him “James the Just.” He was martyred in about AD 62. 

Servant- Doulos- Servant-slave, bought with a price. He may have been the Lord’s brother, but he isn’t boasting that he is - our human background is irrelevant, our attitude to our Lord is the one thing that matters, Mt 12:47-50. Of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ- No man can serve two Masters, Mt 6:24, but these two are ONE, Jn 5:23; 10:30; 17:22, etc. All that God has to say to anyone today has been said to us in His final, full and authoritative message - His Son, Heb 1:1. And all that God is and has done for mankind is ours only as we receive Him and commit ourselves to His fellowship and obedience in His threefold role: Jesus- Jehovah the Saviour, The Eternal Word, made Flesh for us, Jn 1:1-14. God become Man for our Salvation who saves His people from their sins, Mt 1:21. Christ– The one anointed by the Father to fulfil all the OT promises and eternal purposes of God. And Lord, of Glory and all things, and of the Church, Phil 2:5-11; Col 1:15-22; Rev 5, etc. Like James, we also are His “servants” as He has purchased us by the atoning sacrifice of Himself, made us righteous, and enrolled us in His service, enabling and accepting all we do in fellowship with Him. 

To the Twelve tribes scattered ABROAD/among the nations- Diaspora- The Dispersion. When God in Judgment drove the people of Judah (and Israel) from His land and scattered them among the Gentile Nations they became known as the Diaspora. The Exile was for 70 years, 2 Chr 36:21; Jer 29:10; Dan 9:2. Then some returned under Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah, and settled again in their land, but many more visited Jerusalem for the great Feasts of the Lord, as In Acts 2:5-11. Some converted on the Day of Pentecost would have returned to their homes and witnessed in their synagogues. When Stephen was murdered the persecution scattered Christian Jews, who witnessed for Christ in the Jewish synagogues, Acts 8:1; 11:19. These would have great opportunities to spread the Gospel when explaining why they had been scattered. 

This letter is addressed to these scattered Jewish Believers, and the Jewish friends they witnessed to, and what it says was designed to meet their needs – specifically relevant to their situation. Jews living in the homeland had the chance of listening to Jesus for 3 years before making their decision to accept or reject their Messiah-Saviour. Much of what James says echoes the Lord’s “Sermon on the Mount” and so gives these scattered Jews useful “Pre-Gospel” material, as well as Gospel material. In a very general sense, all Christians as God’s people are strangers and pilgrims in this world, Phil 3:20; 1 Pet 2:11, and scattered among the Nations as His witnesses, and we will find that listening to what God says to us through James, and doing as he says, will help to make our lives as Christians a more credible, and therefore more effective, demonstration of God’s love and Gospel. So today we should read it as being To God’s people wherever they are and anyone interested in knowing God and His will.

Greetings- James greets everyone in general. There are no personal greetings or comments on people, and he makes no attempt at justifying what he says. He simply says what he knows to be true, practical common sense and likely to be generally helpful. And says it in a direct style similar to the book of Proverbs, Amos, the Lord’s parables, and his own statement in Acts 15: He speaks “with authority”, stating what “is” bluntly, without argument or explanation, leaving the words to speak for themselves, and expecting us to face God about them and from God learn to apply what they say to our individual and collective lives. 

Justification  -  James,  Luther &  the Reformation

At the time of the Reformation the Roman Catholics claimed that James taught Salvation by works, and so it justified their system of people earning righteousness by saying the rosary prayers, doing penance, donating money to the church,  paying for Masses, etc. Against this Luther said the Epistle of James wasn’t God’s Word. This shocks us, and rightly so. But many Godly men have believed and taught all sorts of nonsense mixed in with the truth. We may have a better understanding of Doctrine than Luther, Wesley, etc, but they were closer to God in many ways, and the fruit of their lives honoured Him very much more, Mt 7:13-27. That we understand Scripture better means we can neither copy the unbiblical things they taught and did, or despise them for their shortcomings. Their lives should inspire us to take up by faith the challenges we ourselves face. 

Luther, (and others) misjudged what James was teaching. James and Paul proclaimed the same Gospel, Acts 15:4-29; Gal 2:6-9, but emphasised different aspects. Paul, in Rom 3:20-28; 4:25-5:1, 9, 16-20; 8:1-30; 1 Cor 6:11, etc says that Justification results from the death and resurrection of Christ and the believer’s trust in Him and in His finished work – not in keeping the commands of the law and so earning Salvation. The Bible states clearly that it is impossible for any man to be justified by living a good life and obeying the Law, Ps 143:2; Lk 18:14; Acts 13:3-9; Gal 2:16; 3:1-12; 3:22-24. And when people have been Justified – made right with God – in this sense - Faith, not Law-keeping, is the only way to live a life pleasing to God as Christians, Gal 3:23-26; 5:4-6. In Rom 5 Paul says that Abraham was justified –made right with God - by Faith, not works and James says the same in 2:23. But James adds that years later something that Abraham did – his offering Isaac - justified the claim that Abraham had believed God, and had been made right with God by Faith. Abraham’s action demonstrated for all time that he had faith in God and was living in fellowship with Him in obedient Faith.

James in 1:14-27 2:21-26 refers to the Law, not as a means of salvation, or as the basis of Christian living, but as instruction in righteousness 2 Tim 3:16-17, for those living by Faith under Grace. What James means by “Justification by works,” has nothing to do with doing good works to make us right with God. (No self-righteous Jew, or self-righteous Christian would call preparing to kill one’s son, or telling lies to betray one’s country, 2:21-25, “good works!”) James is talking about our JUSTIFYING our claim to have faith in Christ – Christians proving by the way they live that they belong to Christ! 
 Cp Mt 7:22-27; Rom 2:13; Titus 3:7. James 2:14-26, says the profession of faith, a creed, is worthless unless its reality is demonstrated by good works. God in His wisdom used James to write us a Letter that challenges us to live as those who belong to Christ should live – we must “Walk the Talk” or be condemned as hypocrites, a disgrace to the name of Christ. Paul says the same in Eph 2:8-10; 4:1-7; 2 Tim 2:19, and Peter in 1 Pet 1:13-2:25; 1 Jn 3:1-24.

1:2-18 Temptation/Testing & Our Reactions to it – Good & Bad

(Troubles are to be treated positively as a challenge to learn a mature, steady fellowship with God in enduring them. God’s Purpose is to test and purify our characters so that we grow strong. God’s Provision is Wisdom to be asked for, 1:5,  given,  and lived by, 19-27.)

1:2-4 MY BRETHREN/Brothers- All Jews were, “Brothers,” and Stephen, Acts 7:1, and Paul, Acts 22:1, addressed Christ rejecting Jews as such. All Christians as God’s children, are truly brothers and sisters in God’s family. Many of those who would listen to what James wrote would be “Brothers” in both senses, and he addresses them as such 15 times. Whatever their hearers’ faults, brotherhood was to be the tone of God’s servants as they passed on their Lord’s message, Mt 23:8. 

COUNT/Consider it ALL/pure joy- Cp the Lord’s insistence in Mt 5:1-12 that the human way of looking at life situations is the opposite of reality. WHEN/whenever you FALL INTO– Not when you wilfully get yourself into temptations – there’s no promise for that. Cp 1 Pet 2:18-21. TEMPTATIONS/face trials of many kinds- Peirasmos- Testing situations. It’s natural for us to be reluctant to face such situations, and the Lord has taught us to pray to be spared them, Mt 6:13. Having prayed that, we can expect that the Tests we face have been allowed to come because of the benefit we can gain from them. James, and Paul in Rom 5:3-5 remind me of hardy souls who dash past me and plunge enthusiastically into the river and shout “Come on in, the water’s great,” while I cautiously test its temperature with the tip of my toe. They are enthusiasts, eager to face life’s challenges. For those who may be timid, as I am, here is an illustration that I find helpful:- 

In Testing/Temptation we’re like a batsman facing the bowling of the “enemy.” (Or at Baseball/Softball facing the “enemy” pitcher.) Of course he IS the enemy, and every ball he sends down is an attempt to get us “out.” But he’s allowed to do that because every ball is also our chance to score – no temptation, no score. You’re in God’s team, chosen to score for them and for Him. He is your coach and if you ask wisdom from Him and follow the wisdom He gives, you’ll do well. He’s also the Umpire/Referee, and He won’t allow any ball to come at you that isn’t fair – that it’s not possible to score off, 1 Cor 10:13. His verdicts are perfectly righteous. When He says “Out” you ARE out. But best of all is the fact that you’re not “under Law” – where one sin would put us out permanently, 2:9-11. We’re “under Grace,” Rom 6:14, and every defeat is followed by a further temptation/test, which is a further chance to ask help, get our response right, and score for our team.

KNOWING/because you Know- Ginosko- The kind of knowledge gained from personal experience. That the TRYING/testing- Dokimon– A Testing, and proving the quality of something. It’s used only here and in 1 Pet 1:7. of your faith- James pictures our Faith as a precious metal which is being tried by an assayer, who isn’t content until the furnace heat has driven off or separated out all impurities. WORKETH/develops- Katergazomai. To work forcefully, thoroughly. Having to face testing gives us the opportunity to develop perseverance- Hupomene- Steadfastness. In ordinary life hard work builds strong muscles, skills and the strength of character that gives people the confidence to go ahead and face bigger challenges. Those good qualities never develop by easy living. In the Christian life we’re not building self-confidence, but confidence in the wisdom and faithfulness of our Lord whose grace makes us strong and  learning to know Him better all the time as we fellowship with Him. Cp 2 Cor 12:7-10. It also gives us confidence in the reality of our life in Christ, as we face the future, 2 Pet 1:2-15. Cp Mt 5:11; Rom 5:3-5; 1 Pet 1:6. 

PATIENCE/Perseverance- Hupomene- HAVE HER PERFECT/must finish- Teleios- Complete, completeness, perfect, of full age. her WORK in you- Whatever experiences come to those who love God in response to His gracious call, are designed to work good for them – to mould us into Christ-likeness, Rom 8:29. It will do this if we follow Christ’s example, and let His kindly patience under trial display itself in us. That you may be PERFECT/mature- Teleios. And ENTIRE/ complete- Holokleros- Complete in every part, perfectly sound, whole. As in 1 Th 5:23-24. There God guarantees that He will faithfully finish His work of making us fit in every way for His presence. Cp Eph 5:26-27; Phil 1:6; Jude 24. WANTING NOTHING/not lacking anything. So become a balanced, mature Christian, as described in Eph 4:13. The blind Hymn writer, Fanny Crosby showed Christian maturity when as an eight-year old she wrote 

O what a happy soul am I although I cannot see, 

I am resolved that in this world I will contented be. 

How many blessings I enjoy that other people don’t

To weep and sigh because I’m blind I cannot and I won’t.

Knowing the God-purpose, and the intended consequence of the trial, helps us to avoid panic action that could discredit us and our witness, and prevent a satisfactory outcome. No problem is too great for our Comforter/ Strengthener and Father, and His presence is guaranteed with us, Heb 13:5-6, and we will learn from the experience how to comfort/strengthen others in their needs, 2 Cor 1:2-4. Meanwhile His Grace is sufficient, as His strength is made perfect in our weakness, 2 Cor 12:8-10. Some problems are removed when they have accomplished their purpose, some, like Paul’s thorn, are not. It’s not natural for us to have the wisdom to see and value God’s purpose in our trials, but the wisdom to see things from His point of view, and handle them as He wishes, so as  to gain the maximum good, is ours for the asking.

1:5 If any Lack Wisdom– Practical insight into spiritual realities. Cp Prov 1:2-4; 2:10-15; 4:5-9; 9:10-12. We need Wisdom that enables us to face trials cheerfully and come though them having gained from them the good God desires. LET HIM/he should ask God- We need to realise that the Christian Life is a God-given, God-empowered miracle, and only God can live it. That miracle is possible only because Christ lives in us, Gal 2:20; Col 1:27. When we realise that’s true, we keep looking to Him, Heb 12:2, to enable us to walk in the Spirit, Rom 8:14-15; Gal 5:16-25. 

Any problems are on our side – God gives LIBERALLY/generously to all- When we want to know what God wants us to do, and how to do it, ask Him and He will gladly tell you. We’re not doomed to helpless perplexity and ignorance, all we need to know is ours for the asking. God doesn’t promise to give us ready made answers to every problem. But as we turn to Him the Scriptures open their truths to us, we behold our Saviour and the Spirit moulds us to His likeness, 2 Cor 3:15-18, and that is the goal to which our every circumstance works, Rom 8:28-29. AND UPBRAIDETH NOT/without finding fault- When we come to Him for advice and help He gives it without reminding us of our past failures. This a great comfort, but I’m ashamed to remember that as a school teacher when pupils came back again and again asking how to do something I wasn’t always patient with them. 

LET HIM ASK IN FAITH/He must believe NOTHING WAVERING/and not doubt- Diakrino- To be unsure whether something will happen, as in Mt 21:21; Mk 11:23; Rom 4:20, Or to be undecided, uncertain what we should do, or really want to do, to hesitate as in Acts 10:20; 11:12; Rom 14:23 – where the weak brother knows what he thinks he ought to do, but may prefer not to do it. 
 What NIV says is true - We shouldn’t doubt God’s willingness and ability to help us in our trials. He will always ensure there is a good and God-honouring outcome for us to choose, 1 Cor 10:13. But KJV is right - James is talking about people who waver because they’re double minded. They want to do God’s will, and want God’s help, ask for wisdom. They may pray Balaam’s prayer, Num 23:10, but like Balaam will perish with the wicked because they – as he was - are greedy for what this world offers. 

FOR Because HE THAT/who WAVERETH/doubts is like a wave of the sea DRIVEN WITH THE WIND/blown and tossed by the wind- Like waves driven by the wind, this way and that. The double minded man makes his decisions, and sets his course, by the pressures of the moment. Cp Eph 4:14. The winds of difficult circumstances have blown the man to pray to God for guidance and wisdom, but wanting to know God’s will and do it is only one of their goals. So every change of circumstances, or the company he’s in will be a wind driving him in a different direction. He’ll get nowhere that God wants him to be. God can’t help him – a drifting boat can’t be steered. Making up our mind as to whether we want to do God’s will or not, is the main point. Making up our mind as to whether we will trust Him or not, may also be an element in the situation. If we doubt God’s goodness, wisdom and power we will have no stability in time of trouble. Trusting, trustful patience is needed, and He is worthy of it.

double-minded- Dipsuchos- Two-souled, double souled. They have TWO aims in their mind. They want to please God, and be happy with Him forever, but also want a comfortable life, popularity, success, wealth, or whatever, here and now. So they are tossed about, always changing their mind. They ask God to show them what He wants them to do about the tests-challenges of life. But they are willing for God to answer their prayer, only as long as the answer isn’t painful. If we can’t decide what we really want or don’t commit ourselves to it, we’ll get nowhere. “Many people have the right aim in life, but don’t pull the trigger!” 

Unstable- Unable to become what they ought to be, or want to be, because they keep changing their mind as to what they want to be – So they can’t set priorities and stick to them. They’re unable to set a steady course in life because they allow circumstances to blow them about, as they take the easiest course open to them in every situation that arises. A man divided in mind lacks steadiness in all he does. God can’t give him what he wants, because he keeps changing his mind.

1:9-11 The brother OF LOW DEGREE/in humble circumstances REJOICE//Take pride in– Or, Glory in. Be enthusiastic about it and make the best possible use of it. THAT HE IS EXALTED/in his high position– This applies first to the change that comes with conversion. The humblest slave is now exalted to membership of God’s family and will reign with Christ. Being poor is something to be glad about if it gave him a sense of need that moved him towards the Saviour, while riches would have been a barrier, Mt 19:22. When life here was ended the rich man envied the beggar Lazarus - The beggar had no cause for regret, Lk 16:20-31. Being poor is trial, not a situation to be proud of, but it encourages thinking on the wonder of the high place God has exalted us to in Christ. This helps to keep us from envying the rich, and grumbling against God, giving thanks to God in this trial as in everything, 1 Th 5:18. It’s the dark background against which the glory ahead shines brighter, and helps us to value the things of God and the kingdom to which we are heirs, 2:5. And to feel fellowship with our despised and suffering Saviour-Lord as we do so. 

This is also about changes. Maturity is learned in the ups and downs of life by making the best of things in fellowship with the Lord, 1:2-4; 1 Cor 15:10; Phil 4:9-13. Simply being rich or poor at the time of conversion faces the convert with a test as to how he will react. If he handles that test well, it will make the tests of Faith that come from changes in his wealth so much easier to handle. If the Christian in poor circumstances is already rejoicing in his spiritual and eternal riches, being lifted into material riches here should not go to his head so easily. As the Lord transforms the lives of those He saves, poor Christians will often become more successful in this life, and the habit of looking to the Lord can keep them from pride and folly. They should be really glad, thanking and praising the Lord.. 

But the rich should take pride in– Be enthusiastic about. HE IS MADE LOW/in his low position– That he is a sinner saved by grace like every other Christian, and no matter how rich and gifted he is, only the grace of God can keep him safe and use him, Jn 15:5. Mary, the Lord’s mother, spoke of God doing this, Lk 1:51-53. The rich and powerful are humbled to stand with the poorest of earth and receive salvation as a hand-out to the undeserving poor. Cp Jer 9:23-24; Mt 11:5; 1 Cor 1:26-29. The rich man may find a slave of his may be a church elder whose guidance he may need to accept. Conversion tests the rich man’s willingness to accept his lowly state as a sinner saved by grace, and not expect to carry on enjoying among Christians the special privileges that were his in the things of this world. If he does this promptly he will find it easier to cope with the loss of material things that may well happen. In fact faith in Christ and confession of Christ is often rewarded with poverty, Heb 10:32-34. And many shortcuts to wealth are forbidden to us. Cp Moses, Heb 11:24-26. Our King is in exile, and we are outcasts in this world, but He will return in triumph and we will share that triumph, 2 Tim 2:12. 

If the rich man is tested by the loss of his riches, it will be easier for him to pass that test of Faith if he has already humbly accepted that spiritual things eternal things are more important than material wealth that may well vanish - God and His purposes are the only stable thing in the universe, and we do well to anchor to Him and them. Any trial that weans us away from the lure of passing things is a blessing. Life in this world can be full and satisfying for the rich. He has so many opportunities to enjoy himself and to spend time planning more enjoyments that they crowd out any thought of God and his responsibility to Him. He fails the test of using this life to prepare for the future without realising it until he awakes in Hell, Lk 16:19-31. Even those who are God’s children, as well as being rich, find it far harder to let God and His Kingdom fill their thoughts. So while the poor man is urged to rejoice in the riches he gains the rich is urged to learn to appreciate the trials that bring him low.

Because he will pass away as a wild flower. For the sun rises with a BURNING/scorching heat withers THE GRASS/plant.. the FLOWER/blossom FADETH/falls, its beauty is destroyed- In Bible lands the winter rains make grass, wild flowers etc flourish in Spring, even in desert country but they soon wither as there is no more rain until late Autumn, Job 14:2; Ps 103:15-16; Isa 40:6-8; 1 Cor 7:31; 1 Pet 1:24. SO ALSO/in the same way the rich man will fade away IN HIS WAYS/as he goes about his business- There are uncertainties in this life, 4:14 – millionaires go bankrupt, kings are deposed, etc. But also this life is brief, a mere porch to eternity. If at conversion the rich man has failed to learn the relative unimportance of wealth in this world, he will find the loss of it a severe test. It’s easy for those born into a privileged position to imagine that whatever they want is theirs for the asking. But even if their privileged position continues throughout their life it will end when life ends. The way anyone makes use of this life is what matters. Those saved by Grace have the privilege of looking at their life realistically in the light of eternity. It will be most helpful for the poor to claim and use the high standing and riches God has granted them in grace. The wealthy Christian will find it most helpful to take his eyes off his natural self-sufficiency and keep reminding himself that all his greatest treasures, the eternal, spiritual ones, are his by grace alone. And to share his possessions with others, 1:27; Lk 16:9-11; Gal 6:10.

1:12 Blessed is the man THAT ENDURETH/who perseveres under- Hupomeneo TEMPTATION/trial- as in 1:2-4. Happy is the man who stands up under the trial, and doesn’t give in and do wrong when he is tempted. Cp Deu 12:12; Job 5:17; Jer 17:7-8; Mt 5:3-12. Trials aren’t a blessing, but the way we respond to them with God’s help can be. This is why we can rejoice in them and are encouraged to do so.

When.. stood the test– Dokimos- Been tested and passed the test, been approved. receive the crown- Stephanos– wreath with which successful athletes were crowned, as in  2 Tim 4:8; 1 Pet 5:4; Rev 2:10. God has promised to those who love him- The crown of Christian maturity, completeness, is promised in 1:3-4. This life is granted by Grace alone, and yet having been given and received by us we have the privilege of cooperating with God by responding to His grace in Christ and building ourselves up/being built up, in Christ, putting on Christ, and moulded to be a part of His joy and glory eternally. Cp 1 Cor 9:24-27; 2 Tim 2:5; Jude 18-25; Rev 2:10-11; 3:11; 19:7-8, etc. God has so ordered things that His people will face trials and that they will be rewarded for all successful handling of them, as that is the outcome of their obedient love, Jn 15:9-10; 1 Jn 5:9-11, 18-19. Saving and rewarded faith involves believing that this is true, Heb 11:6. As McDonald says “Everyone’s cup of joy will be full in Heaven, but some cups will be bigger than others.” Every item of fellowship with the Lord in doing God’s will enlarges our capacity to enjoy His fellowship in the glory. It’s a pity to limit this growth by self-pity, grumbling, or failure to put ourselves into the Lord hands and be sustained by His fellowship.

1:12 is a link verse. It sums up how God’s people should view the tests that come in life, and leads into the next section, which deals with the nature and source of temptation. God’s part in it and ours. The godless excuse their sins by saying “God made me like this, I do these sins because of the nature and circumstances I was given. God’s people are reminded to be on their guard against giving in to the desires of their fallen natures, and of making idols of even the best God-given things. And we’re reminded that God and His purposes are free from evil and totally and unchanging good. We need to keep ourselves in God’s love and keep away the corrupting evil of life, Jn 15:9-10; Rom 8:1-16; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1: Eph 4:17-5:21. Col 3:1-17; Jude 20-25. And as we do that we are assured that although all testing situations give us opportunities to choose to sin they are designed to mould us into Christ-likeness, as in them we look to Christ and yield to His Spirit working in us, Rom 8:28-29; 2 Cor 3:15-18; 1 Jn 1:5-9; 3:1-3.

1:13-15 NO MAN/no one should say I AM TEMPTED OF GOD/God is tempting me- We are facing tests all the time, though we often don’t notice the test until we’ve in fact failed the test. (Our situation as Christians is like that of car drivers - Apart from official driving tests, if we get a bill for speeding, parking illegally, etc, that would inform us we’d failed an “unofficial” driving test!) God cannot be tempted WITH/by evil- Apeirasmos– Not subject to temptation. God is infinitely holy by nature so there is nothing in Him to which sin can appeal. God is flawlessly self-sufficient, so there is nothing that sin can offer Him. NEITHER TEMPTETH HE ANY MAN/nor does he tempt anyone– In the tests/temptations we face it’s wrong and unhelpful for us to think “God is doing this to me.” God has no dealings with evil, and He never tempts anyone to do evil. Although He permits us to be tempted He is not involved in promoting sin or wanting anyone to sin. When He “Tempts” as in Gen 22:1, it is a challenge for people to grow more like Himself, into closer fellowship, grow up in Christ. 

On the contrary, temptation to sin comes from normal human desires satisfied contrary to God the Creator’s will. EVERY MAN/each one is tempted when HE IS DRAWN/dragged away- Exelko– To drag away, coax out of shelter or safety. If the thing we are doing, or the company we’re in, or what we are planning, is in any way drawing us away from God, His fellowship, obedience and work, we need to get out of it before it’s too late. We need to call on the name of the Lord and seek shelter in Him, Ps 50:15; 55:16; Prov 18:10; Mt 14:30, and in a sense, Rom 10:13. 

by his own LUST/evil desire– Epithumia- strong desire. Mt 15:19. As our human nature is fallen, rebellious, self-willed, often what it desires is evil, but there is nothing wrong in the desires themselves - To say they are sinful is sin. This is stated specifically of two vital natural desires in 1  Tim 4:1-4. (They are good and perfect gifts from God, 1:17, to be enjoyed prayerfully and thankfully according to His will, and in fellowship with Him.  But to employ them in wrong ways, not in fellowship with God, and His purposes, is sin.) To try to shift the blame on to someone else is natural, as in Gen 3. In testing/temptation James reminds us to face the facts - “This is happening to me because I am a sinner, and have a sinful nature, and our natural reaction, the reaction of worldly wisdom, is to respond sinfully. That is why it must be curbed and controlled, counted as dead, and constantly handed over to God, Rom 6:1-22. As we let the Spirit lead us, Rom 8:1-16, and direct our attention to good things, Phil 4:6-9, enticements will lose their grip. As I know how temptation works and where it is going I must not let myself be deceived by it, 1:16. I’d better ask God’s help, accept His will and wisdom and get out of the tempting situation as soon as possible, 1 Cor 6:18; 10:14; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:22, and claim 1 Jn 1:5-9.”

Enticed  Deleazo- Enticed or entrapped. We’re faced with a baited hook, or a hidden trap designed to catch us, destroy us or enslave us so that the one who set it could make use of us for His purposes. THEN WHEN/after LUST/desire has conceived- Conception is the natural result of sexual desire being yielded to, and it brings forth life. It BRINGETH FORTH/gives birth to sin- Sin is the natural result of yielding to any desire outside God’s will, and the further result is the spiritual death of the sinner. This is predictable and should be borne in mind as we feel the stirring of desire in us. If we dare to let tempting desires and situations remain, we will inevitably give way to them, and sin is born. And sin when it is FINISHED/full grown BRINGETH FORTH/gives birth to death– The three stages of sin are seen in Eve, Gen 3:6-22, and David, 2 Sam 11:2-17. Death is what sin always produces. Physical Death came by Adam’s sin, but although it was 900 years before he died physically there was immediately a separation from God that is potentially permanent, Rom 6:23. This is permanent for all except those who accept the alternative to sin’s wages, Rom 3:23-24, To live in godless pleasure is a living death, 1 Tim 5:6 - Presumably as there is no fellowship with God in it, there will be no eternal consequence of good from it.

1:16 DO NOT ERR/be deceived my BELOVED BRETHREN/dear brothers - Another link-verse. We must not let ourselves be deceived by the baited hooks, or by any idea that because a temptation or response to things or situations that test us is natural, it’s right or safe to say or do what we feel we have the natural right to do. But equally we must not let ourselves be deceived – as Adam and Eve did – about the nature of God’s attitude towards us, and His will for us that He has revealed. His dealings with us are always an expression of His righteous, wise love.

1:17-18 Every good GIFT and EVERY perfect- Teleios- As in 1:4. gift– God gives freely, in grace, and everything He gives is designed to produce in us the completeness and perfection which He planned in Gen 1:26-27, and made specific in Rom 8:28-30. The evil, or potential for evil, does not come from God, but the situation we face and the potential for eternal good involved in it, is part of the all things in which He is working eternal good for us. Cp Ps  17:15; 23: 1 Jn 3:1-3; etc. 

is from above and comes down from the Father– Viewed as the source of something, Job 38:28; Jn 8:44. of the heavenly lights- God is our Heavenly Father, and everything that comes to us from Him is true to His character. This is demonstrated and symbolised – but not perfectly - in the light from sun, moon and stars. WITH WHOM THERE IS NO VARIABLENESS OR SHADOW OF TURNING/who does not change like shifting shadows- Physically the sun casts shadows as it turns, and half the world is always in darkness, the moon has phases that give more and less light. An eclipse is a shadow of sun/moon light. They all rise and set as the earth turns. God’s gifts in creation are like that, If a cyclist has a tail wind, those going the other way have a head wind. If God grants “Yes” to a farmer’s prayer for rain, that is a “No” answer to our prayer for a fine day for a Sunday School picnic. 

God is the source of moral and spiritual Light – All that lightens the darkness of the universe, Ps 27:1; 36:9; 43:3; 97:11; 119:105; Isa 2:5; 9:2; 60:3, 19; Micah 7:8; Mt 4:16; 5:14-16; Lk 1:79; Jn :14-9; 3:19-21; 8:12; 12:35-36, 46; 1 Jn 1:5-7; Rev 21:23-24. God’s character, plans and attitudes do not change, and so the Spiritual Light shining towards His people, 2 Cor 4:6, and the gifts He gives, are free from darkness at all times. And it is that unchanging purpose and attitude that launched us into blessing by making us His children, 1:18; Eph 1:3-11. And in Spiritual things the blessings one receives never robs anyone else of blessings. Let’s be like Paul and go all-out to be winners, Phil 3:8-14, and then it will help everyone else to win too! 

OF HIS OWN WILL BEGAT HE US/He chose to give us birth WITH/through the word of truth- 1 Pet 1:23. God’s Word expressed in Gen 1:27-28 established that man should be in His image, and have dominion over all creation. From Jn 3:3-8; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet 1:23-25, we know that spiritual, eternal life is generated and granted through His Word of truth proclaimed in the Gospel applied by His Spirit to human minds, hearts, and lives. (Israel was His “son” Ex. 4:22, etc, because of His word to Abraham, Moses at Sinai, etc.) In genuine conversions something of God’s Word – heard or read - is involved, applied by His Spirit, and the message from God it contained is received by Faith. God did this because He specifically wanted to do it, wanted each of us to be His Children. He brought us to birth – and birth cannot be undone, we ARE his children Chosen in Christ before.. Eph 1:4, etc. 

AS/to be a kind of firstfruits– Aparche. In the OT the “First fruits” were the earliest, best, and most desired fruit of each year’s harvest, (and of the new season’s baking, etc) and they belonged to God, Ex 23:19; Lev 2:14; 23:10-11; Num 18:12; Prov 3:9, etc. They were what God got out of what Creation in His land, farmed by His people, produced. Spiritually, we are God’s people, the “Firstfruits” of Redemption. We are what God gets out of having Created and Redeemed mankind. Cp Gen 1:26-27; Jn 1:29; Rom 8:19-29; 16:5; 1 Cor 15:20-23; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Rev 14:4. Another aspect is that the Firstfruit sheaf given to God, Lev 23:9-14, was a token of the harvest that would follow. 1 Cor 15:20-23, Christ is the Aparche of those who slept/had died. We Believers will be the harvest that will be raised when He comes again. James may be saying to these first Christians that they are a token of the great harvest of Believers that has followed, right down through the years until today. 
 OF HIS CREATURES/all he created– Ktisma- Creature, created thing. The word is used in 1 Tim 4:4; Rev 5:13; 8:9, so this assures us that Christ, and those in Christ, belong especially to God as fulfilling His purpose and promise of Gen 1:26-27. Cp Rom 8:19-21; Heb 2:6-10.

1:19-27 Teaching from God’s Word & Reactions to it

What we’re to do about our situation

 (When we ask God for wisdom, 1:5, it usually comes from the Bible – Either from our own study of it, or from fellow Christians, who are also reading God’s Word. As a practical man James warns us that it’s easy for us to get angry if we don’t like the teacher, or his teaching (Bible teachers are human, and won’t always be right) and by getting angry we’ll rob ourselves of any good God had in mind for us in that teaching. It’s just as bad if we fill our heads with good teaching, but don’t make use of it by applying it to ourselves, letting it make us like Christ. And unless it makes us the kind of people who show God's love for those in need, all our religion is a sham.  Knowing God is pouring everything that is good on us all the time – Spiritual sunshine 24 hours a day - we should be eager to receive it, reluctant to interrupt it, and be free from resentment. Get rid of every sprout from the old life as it appears, and let God’s great gift of His Word, the revelation of Himself and His will, flourish in us, transforming the whole of our lives into worthy firstfruits of Creation.)

1:19-20 WHEREFORE- When we grasp the truth of 1:18 that helps us to be eager to spend time listening to what God says in it, and not be in a hurry to give our own opinion about things, or angry if what it says doesn’t please us, or at others when they disagree with us. LET EVERY MAN/Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak– Pr 10:19; 13:3; 17:27. Bible teaching will do us no good unless we let it sink in. If we’re quick to respond by saying what we think, we’ll never really hear what God is saying to us. (I have to confess that I’ve often sinned in the matter.) In view of our privileged position, and being examples to the harvest that follows us, we should always be eager to hear what God says in His Word, by being eager to read it in His presence, and listen to it being expounded and applied by His servants.

slow to WRATH/become angry- Orge- Anger, indignation, vengeance etc. If we don’t listen carefully we will not understand what the teacher is saying. If we let Satan blind us with prejudices, we will be quick to accuse the teacher of wrong doctrine because we will read error into the words he says, and be quick to try to take the mote out of his eye, Mt 7:1-5. And, it’s impossible for any of us to understand fully the truth of God, and teach it with 100% accuracy. God has made us all different, open to varying insights to contribute to teaching, speaking the truth in love, so that through different teachers His church receives the balance of truth, 1 Cor 13:1-7; Eph 4:11-16; Phil 2:1-16. As soon as we are angry, or emotionally stirred up our blood supply rushes to our muscles readying them for action, and our brain has insufficient blood supply for us to think clearly. 

FOR THE WRATH OF MAN/Man’s anger- Orge. WORKETH NOT/does not bring about the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD/righteous life that God desires- That message has, at times, kept me from sinning by speaking in what (while angry) I felt was righteous indignation. When I had cooled down I thanked God for restraining me. (And to my shame I confess at other times I sinned because I forgot, or didn’t act on that warning.) Even if we are right in what say, if we say it in anger, the anger component makes it difficult for the other person to benefit from the truth as it makes him angry. That may make it impossible for God to grant him repentance, even if he realises he was wrong, and that’s why if we want to serve God we must not get into arguments, 2 Tim 2:24-26. Cp 3:18.

So, anything we do in anger can’t be part of doing what God sees as the right thing. 
 Everything we say in our witness to Christ, and our sharing what God has said to us needs to be backed by the fruit of the Spirit in our lives, Gal 5:22-26. That God’s Word and work is of tremendous, eternal importance is no excuse for our responding to error in the way natural to fallen humans - contentions, outbursts of wrath, dissension, are works of the Flesh, Gal 5:20. Even if what we say, IS true, if we speak for God in anger we give a wrong impression of the God we are here to represent and witness to – It disgraces Him. Cp Prov 16:32. 

1:21 Therefore LAY APART/get rid of all FILTHINESS/moral filth, AND SUPERFLUITY/that is so prevalent- Perisseia- Overflowing. There is evil in our unregenerate natures, but as we count ourselves dead to that sinful nature and alive to God, and walk in the Spirit, Rom 8:1-16; Gal 5:16-26, we will keep it from overflowing into words and actions. The incentive is stated in 1 Jn 3:1-3, the power stated in Eph 1:19-20. The wickedness of our old nature was once our natural sphere, Eph 2:1-10. It is always trying to overflow into our new lives, and when we let that happen it defiles our witness and overflows into the lives of others. Of course no evil should be retained by God’s children, but the specific filthiness that James has been talking about is the pride that is reluctant to listen to God’s Word, and to let it change our lives, 1:22-25. And the eagerness to add our opinions and comments, and to lay down the Law for others, and the anger which overflows into angry bitter statements about God, truth, or man, 1:26.

OF NAUGHTINESS/the evil- Kakia- Badness, evil, wickedness. God’s purpose is to wash us with His Word, and make us clean, Eph 5:26. We find it hard to believe that anger – at least our “righteous anger” isn’t clean. But of the 15 works of the flesh that are contrasted with the fruit of the Spirit in Gal 5:19-23, half of them are linked with anger. These things grieve the Holy Spirit, stumble the weak, and defile the Church Christ purchased with His blood, Acts 20:28. Cp Heb 12:14-15. If we’re quick to listen, etc, 1:19, and obey 1:25 we’ll be blessed by seeing the Lord cleaning up our lives, and using them, 2 Tim 2:21. 

RECEIVE WITH MEEKNESS/humbly accept Don’t resist it, argue about it or postpone action. Heb 4:7: Would Abraham, Gen 22:3, have been able to obey if he hadn’t responded promptly? If we study God’s Word in the pride of our intelligence we will gain academic information only, and that’s only the husk. If we study it with the angry desire to correct others, and win arguments and make ourselves or our church great (The wisdom of 3:14-16) we can’t hear our Lord speak. The humble appreciation of the greatness of our God, the depth of our need, and the desire to learn how to live in fellowship with Him frees Him to speak to us. Note Ps 25:9; Isa 66:2; 2 Cor 3:14-18. 

THE ENGRAFTED WORD/planted in you- Emphutos- All the words related to Emphutos have to do with plant growth. They’re used in Mt 15:13; Lk 8:6, 8; Rom 6:5; 1 Cor 3:6, 8; Heb 12:15. The possible meanings are grafted in as in KJV. The putting of a twig of a valued tree into a wild one. Receiving it in meekness would involve our letting it develop without competition from our natural desires – being dead to the old, and alive to the new, Rom 6:11. It could mean planted in you, as in NIV, or sown as a seed in you, Mt 13. In that case receiving it in meekness involves our clearing out the weeds and thorns that would smother it, Lk 8:14. God’s Word in our hearts is gloriously life-giving, and life-transforming so that we become a fruitful vine, Jn 15:4-12. It’s also a sharp sword, Heb 4:12, that the Lord can use to prune and make fruitful those who abide in Him, Jn 15:1-5. But we are not helpless slaves, we are God’s “sons,” in Christ, and as such privileged to share in His work and grow up into His likeness, Rom 8:17; 13:14; 2 Cor 3:16-18; 6:16-7:1; Eph 4:13-15. Our position is similar to that of Israel when God promised to break the power of natural inhabitants, but commands us to finish the job of destroying them, Deu 33:27. THAT IS ABLE TO/can SAVE YOUR SOULS/you -Psuche/Psyche- Soul, inner self. The only uncertainty is how much of our lives we will put into His hands to work on.

1:22-24 BUT BE DOERS OF IT NOT HEARERS ONLY/Do not merely listen to the word, DECEIVING/and so deceive– Paralogizomai- To Miscalculate, delude. yourselves- You must be honest with yourself and live by the Word. It’s not enough to receive the implanted word, we must obey it. Obey God’s message, don’t fool yourself by just listening to it. Unless we do what the Lord says, disaster is inevitable, as the Lord said in Mt 7:24-27. Cp Rom 2:13. All that we have learned from the Bible and talked about will merely add to our guilt and punishment, 3:1; 4:17; Lk 12:47-48; 1 Cor 11:17-18 unless we go out to live what we’ve heard. God’s truth learned but not obeyed is no more use than food left on the plate, medicine left on the shelf, bank account and cheque book with the cheques untouched, airline tickets unused. It’s dangerous to regard Bible knowledge as interesting information making us superior people, and showing that by teaching the ignorant, 3:1; Mt 15:14; 23:1-39; Rom 2:17-24. No matter how hard we work at Bible Study unless that is changing our lives into Christ-likeness, 2 Cor 3:15-4:1, it’s merely a glorification of self, and it’s self-deception to imagine we’re pleasing God, or that it fits us to serve Him and instruct others. The ideal is to listen to God’s word, and to ask His help as we set out to try to obey it promptly.

IF ANY MAN BE A HEARER/ OF/Anyone who listens to the word AND NOT A DOER/but does not do what it says is like a man BEHOLDING HIS NATURAL/looks at his face in a GLASS/mirror– The Bible shows us the truth about our human nature, just as a mirror shows us the truth about our physical face. BEHOLDING/after looking at himself, goes away and STRAIGHTWAY/ immediately forgets what he looks like- It’s good sense for us to look in a mirror before we go out to meet people, as that will show us what we will look like to them. But only if we put things right that the mirror shows are wrong – an unshaved face, or a discontented expression unworthy of a “king’s son,” 2 Sam 13:4. God will show us from His Word things which need to be cleaned up. To read God’s Word when we start the day, and to go out and spend the day no differently from what we would have if we hadn’t read it, is pointless. We must act promptly on what God’s mirror shows us, claiming forgiveness, cleansing and the privilege of walking with Him, 1 Jn 1:5-9, or we will harden our hearts and consciences, making it harder for God to change us, and that will keep us from entering His rest, Heb 4:7-16. 

1:25 The man who looks intently- Parakupto- To bend or stoop down to pay attention to, as in Lk 24:12; Jn 20:5, 11; 1 Pet 1:12. A purposeful paying attention that involves humility – a loss of dignity - In contrast to the proud people who glance at it casually in passing with no desire or intention of letting it change them. into the perfect- Teleios again as in 1:4, 17. Not just the OT Law, which was suited to children and slaves, and has done its work when it has brought us to Christ, Gal 3:19-29. God has completed His revelation in Christ, Heb 1:1-3, and His “Law” has been completed, developed to maturity, made perfect Teleios 
 in the NT Gospel Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, Rom 8:1-16 that sets Believers free to live as responsible sons and produces that mature sonship, Gal 4:1-11, 21-31; 5:1-6, 13-26. 

Law OF LIBERTY/that gives freedom– 
 (In contrast to the slavery of sin, Jn 8:34, and the slavery of living under Law, realising that we are sinners, but unable to break free, Rom 7:1-35; Gal 3:22-4:7.) God’s Word is the Law that gives freedom because it is now made perfect and complete by the inclusion of the Gospel of God’s grace. The Gospel offers forgiveness for sins, Acts 10:43, and a life of sonship by the Holy Spirit, by whom we are born again, Jn 3:2-16, taught from the Scriptures, Jn 16:13, led and guided in the paths of freedom in Christ, Gal 4:4-7; 5:13-25. This makes higher demands on us than the OT Law did, but it has infinitely higher rewards, Mt 5:20; Rom 8:1-31. Let’s glorify the Lord in our response. 

NOT FORGETFUL/not forgetting- Epileesmone- Negligent, careless, forgetful. what he has heard BUT A DOER/doing it.. be blessed IN HIS DEED/what he does– Not in what he learns, thinks, or talks about. He is walking in the Light, as in Jn 12:35; 1 Jn 1:5-9. God will bless what such people do and they will be blessed in doing it. God is able to bless trustful/trusting obedience, and nothing else. Cp the experience of Israel, and God’s message to Haggai 
1:26-27 are link verses. They give an illustration of actions that God can bless, and lead into the section, 2:1-26, which shows how easy it is to fail to live according to the Law of Liberty, and Heavenly wisdom, without realising it.
1:26 Considers himself religious- Threskos– Performing religious service. Religion in the sense of the pattern of things people do because they are the traditional expressions of commitment to that particular form of religion, Pharisees and Jews generally were sure that they were made acceptable to God by following the outward aspects of OT Law, ritual of worshipping, praying, fasting, giving to the poor, etc. The Lord Jesus said that wasn’t what God wanted, Mt 5:20-6:21; 23:23; Lk 18:9-14. (As people today may count themselves Christians because they join a Christian church, and take part in Christian activities.) James gives a simple test of reality - Unless his “religion” stops him from speaking lies, or unkind things, it’s a sham.

bridle his tongue– Keep it under control, steers it in the way it ought to go. The Pharisees considered themselves to be very religious, but their words against the Lord Jesus, Mt 12:24, etc were desperately sinful. Deceives- Apateo- Deceives or cheats. Cp Jer 17:9. HIS OWN HEART/himself. THIS MAN’S/his religion- Threskeia is VAIN/worthless.- Mataios- Empty. The word is used in Acts 14:15; 1 Cor 3:20; 15:7; Titus 3:9; 1 Pet 1:18. Paul in 1 Cor 13:1-3 says something similar.

1:27 PURE Religion- Threskeia– The outward form of religious service – what people do to express their faith in their God. It’s used in Acts 26:5; Col 2:18. that God.. accepts as pure- Katharos, ceremonially clean and so acceptable as a sacrifice or service to God. UNDEFILED/faultless- Amiantos- Unsoiled. Amiantos is used of our Lord, Heb 7:26, of marriage, Heb 13:4, and our inheritance, 1 Pet 1:4. is to VISIT/look after the FATHERLESS/orphans, and widows in their AFFLICTION/ distress – Deu 14:28-29; 24:19—21; 26:12-13, Jer 22:16. and keep HIMSELF UNSPOTTED/oneself from being polluted by the world– As in 4:4, the world of people in their rebellion against God, Rom 12:2; 1 Jn 2:15. Applying the truth rigorously to one’s personal life, and making full use of the cleansing available to us in Christ, 1 Jn 1:9. 
2 1-13  The Royal Law of Love - Don’t Favour the Rich

 (The world automatically treats the rich and important people with special favour. James warns us to keep our congregations and our selves unspotted from the pollution of the world’s ideas in that matter. God doesn’t show favouritism, so His people must not, or they misrepresent Him. This is a test, an example of putting God’s revelation into practice. God says Love your neighbour as yourself – Are we doing that? James strengthens the warning by reminding us that God has chosen to bless the poor. The rich persecute Believers, and favouritism disobeys the Lord’s  command to love your neighbour, and that disobedience will face judgment.)

2:1 My BRETHREN/brothers HAVE NOT THE FAITH OF/as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ THE LORD OF GLORY- Isa 6:1-7; Mt 16:29; Jn 1:14; 17:5; 2 Cor 4:5. WITH RESPECT OF PERSONS/don’t show favouritism- Lev 19:15; Deu 1:17; 16:19; Prov 24:23. We believe that all glory belongs to Jesus so shouldn’t combine this faith with flattery of human greatness. JB Phillips puts it well “Don’t ever attempt, my brothers, to combine snobbery with faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ.” If we really appreciate the glory of our Lord, we will be happy to act as He does, and not be dazzled by the “glory” of the rich and powerful. Any favouritism, snobbery or class distinction is inconsistent with the Gospel. We are to show honour and respect to those in positions of authority, Rom 13:1-8; 1 Tim 5:17; Titus 3:1-2; 1 Pet 2:13-19, etc but we must honour, value and show respect to all, whatever their status in this world, because God does so, Gal 3:28.

2:2-4 FOR IF THERE COME/Suppose a man comes into your ASSEMBLY/meeting- Synagogue. As Jews they had met together in their synagogue. These Jews who had received Christ as their Saviour were still using that name for their gathering. WITH A GOLD RING AND GOODLY APPAREL/fine clothes, and a poor man in VILE RAIMENT/shabby clothes- This doesn’t mean that the man hadn’t bothered to wash himself and his clothes. Shabby appearance is normal for those living in poverty. It is normal human thinking for the rich to expect preferential treatment wherever they go, and it is worldly wisdom to provide it, as they are in a position to reward those who favour them.

If you HAVE RESPECT/show special attention to.. wearing fine clothing and say SIT HERE IN A GOOD PLACE/Here’s a good seat for you, but say to the poor man You stand there or Sit on the floor at my feet. ARE/have you not THEN PARTIAL/discriminated IN/among yourselves and become judges OF/with evil thoughts- Not that they are judging evil thoughts, but that the thinking which guides their actions is evil. By giving preference for the rich man they are acting according to the selfish wisdom of this world, of self-interest, not according to the Heavenly wisdom displayed by the glorious Lord Jesus Christ, Mt 5, etc They are acting like a crooked judge or basing their decisions on false standards – deciding the value of people by their position in the world, their appearance. Cp Jn 7:24. In Acts 10 Peter learned that in spite of appearances Cornelius wasn’t an unclean Gentile. 

2:5-7 HEARKEN/Listen .. Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world- 1 Cor 1:25-31, to be rich in faith- They are rich in Faith, but it’s also true that God in Grace has chosen them and in response they are rich in Faith. God’s choice placed them in the position of poverty so that in their conscious neediness they might be moved to turn to God, seek His help, and come to faith and learn to trust Him more and more. Cp Deu 7:6-10; Lk 6:20. It is foolish to show disrespect to such privileged people - they’re important to God. And HEIRS OF/to inherit the kingdom which he has promised to those who love Him. 

But you have DESPISED/insulted- Atimazo- To treat badly, despise, dishonour, treat shamefully. the poor– Treated them as if they were unimportant and it didn’t matter what happened to them. I must confess that while as a teacher I took compassionate care of those poor in intelligence, as a Sunday School superintendent I found myself being more thrilled to see a new well dressed, well behaved family of responsive children arriving than a dull-witted scruffy unresponsive one. 

DO/Is it not the rich MEN who OPPRESS/are exploiting you... Dragging you BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEATS/into court- The Gospel has always made more converts among the poor, and persecution of Christians has generally been led by those who are rich and in positions of power. They already have wealth and power so they try to suppress the Gospel and the Christian church as it threatens what they have prospered in, and offers them nothing they value. This is just as true of those who claim to be God’s people, Jn 7:32-49, as it is of pagans, Acts 19:23-29.

DO/are they not the ones BLASPHEME/slandering- Blasphemeo- To Blaspheme God, or speak evil of, or slander God or man. THAT/the WORTHY/noble - Kalos- Good and beautiful name BY WHICH YOU ARE CALLED/of him to whom you belong- This may mean that Gospel converts were known as Jesus people, Christ people, etc, as is recorded at Antioch at about this time, Acts 11:26. But from the first the name of Jesus was “called upon” converts publicly by their being baptised in the name of Jesus Christ, Acts 2:38. The behaviour of some Jews caused God’s name to be blasphemed among the Gentiles, Rom 2:23-24. But this is speaking of deliberately speaking evil of the Lord Jesus. Cp 1 Cor 12:3.

2:8-9 If you FULFIL/really keep the royal law– The Law decreed by the King by which He rules His kingdom, and the principle by which life in it is to be lived. It is “royal” also as this “Law of Love” could be called the “King of the Law” as it’s the supreme law governing human relationships, and the one law by which the other laws are to be interpreted, Mt 22:36-40; Rom 13:8-10. ACCORDING TO/found in Scripture “Love your neighbour as yourself”– Lev 19:18. YOU DO WELL/are doing right- This is the Law by which those who are citizens of the Lord’s kingdom must live. They must receive mercy and show mercy if they really are His children, share His life, and that is how that life will be expressed. Cp Mt 18:21-35. The truly forgiven ones, appreciate the reality and nature of that forgiveness, and so inevitably forgive. The unforgiving show no evidence of having received Grace. To love our neighbour as ourselves is to show care for everyone we meet, Lk 10:36, and a willingness to share our possessions with them, and more important, share the gospel with them and do all we can to encourage them in the rewarding things of God. 

But if you HAVE RESPECT/TO PERSONS/show favouritism you COMMIT sin and are CONVINCED OF/convicted by the law as TRANSGRESSORS/law breakers- The Christian in 2:3 acted as if he loved the rich man as himself, but not the poor man. The Law commanded no favouritism towards rich or poor, Lev 19:15, so he had transgressed – stepped over the boundaries set by the Law. To show partiality is to be guilty of sin – A failure to conform to the will of God, missing the mark of what God intends us to be, Rom 3:23, and it is also a transgression a stepping over the boundaries which God has set for us. 

2:10-11 For whoever SHALL KEEP/keeps the whole law and yet OFFEND IN/stumbles- Ptaio- To trip, offend fall, fail. Ptaio is used in 3:2, of Israel, Rom 11:11, and of us in 2 Pet 1:10. at just one point is guilty of breaking all- In the sense that a person who has gone through a red light, but kept the other road rules is guilty of breaking the traffic law and likely to appear in court. The athlete who has broken one of the rules of the contest is just as disqualified as the one who has broken several, etc. The Law is being viewed as a chain, each commandment being a separate link in it. Break one law and the Law has been broken, Mt 5:18. Fellowship with God has been forfeited. Man’s only hope then is God’s mercy. People can’t choose to obey some laws and ignore others. The Law is the expression of the character and will of God. So, to break any one of the commands is to sin against the revealed character and will of God. To defy, or simply be out of fellowship with God at any point, is to be defying and out of fellowship with God. Cp Mt 5:18-19; 23:23.

For he who said, Do not commit adultery, also said, Do not  KILL/murder– Ex 20:14, 15; Deu 5:17-18. If you do not commit adultery, but commit murder, you have become a TRANSGRESSOR OF THE LAW/lawbreaker James uses the most obvious and unquestioned law-breaking items which no one would fail to recognise as sin, and so grasp the principle. This leaves the individual to apply the principle to other areas as they cone to mind and conscience by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Preachers/teachers are wise to do as James does (and Nathan did), rather than take the principle for granted and try to apply it in ways that might be objected to and resisted, and with it the principle itself repudiated. As these are plain commands which can easily be seen and known they are chosen as teaching examples. Snobbishness is a much less dramatic offence, but it is a commandment of the same God, and we are answerable to Him for what we do about it.

2:12-13 So speak and DO/act as those who are going to be judged by the law OF LIBERTY/that gives freedom– Elultheria– Freedom, liberty. 1:25. The Law aims at making people free from sin, including the sin of showing favouritism. But no one can ever achieve that freedom by Law keeping, it comes only by the New Birth under the Gospel Law of liberty, Jn 3:2-16; Rom 8:1-21. Cp 2 Cor 3:17; Gal 3:23-4:7; 5:1-6, 14-25. 
 James laid down the challenge in 1:25, and he is now supplying tests by which Believers, as God’s children/servants, can test the way they have behaved in their privileged position, Mt 7:1-5; Rom 14:3-13; 1 Cor 3:12-15; 11:31-32; 2 Cor 5:5:10; 1 Pet 1:17; Rev22:12. 

FOR HE SHALL HAVE/Because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful- People who don’t show mercy to others are choosing not to have mercy as the basis of their life, and by doing so they have chosen to be judged without mercy. God will not show mercy when he judges the person who has not been merciful. Mt 5:7; Lk 6:37-38. 

mercy REJOICETH AGAINST/triumphs over Judgment– Cp Prov 21:13; Mt 5:7; 6:14-15; 18:21-35. God would sooner act in mercy than act in judgment. Ezek 18:23; 33:8-11; Mt 23:37. Cp Micah 7:18. Under OT Law, mercy – available through sacrifice - merely postponed judgment, Heb 10:1-4. Under the Gospel, New Covenant, Christ’s triumph on the Cross triumphs over Judgment, setting those who receive Christ totally and permanently free from Judgment, Heb 8:7-13; 9:7-14; 10:11-18. As God’s mercy has triumphed over the judgment due to us, we, forgiven that impossible huge debt, must forgive the small debts owed to us, and show mercy that triumphs over our right to exact judgment. As Believers, assured of being with our Lord forever, the Lord has assured us that the way we chose to treat our brothers and sisters will at His judgment seat determine our due reward for the things we have done in His body, Mt 5:21-26; 2 Cor 5:7-11. 

2:14-26 Faith & Works – the Two sides of the Coin of Salvation

(Any claim to have Faith in God’s Word is empty unless the professed beliefs are acted on. James isn’t arguing about the relative importance of Faith and Works. Bible Faith can’t be separated from obedience. One man  SAYS He believes the Gospel and is trusting in Christ, but his life gives no evidence of that. The other man shows his faith in Christ by the way he lives – He’s saved by grace and faith, with no dependence on good works, but his faith is shown to be real by the good works that God purposed. Cp our Lord, Mt 7:13-27, Paul, Eph 2:8-10; 2 Tim 2:19, Peter, 2 Pet 1:2-11, and John, 1 Jn 3:1-3. Professed faith in Christ isn’t saving faith unless it shows its reality in the life - it’s belief at the level of demons. It’s dead as it shows no fruit of the Spirit. God’s children are justified by faith alone, but not by a profession of faith that stands alone showing no evidence of fellowship with God.)

2:14 WHAT.. PROFIT/good is it.. if a man claims to have faith AND HAVE NOT WORKS/but has no deeds. Can such faith save him? – It’s an empty claim to have faith in Christ. It’s not the life-giving faith that makes someone a child of God, Jn 1:12, grants one freedom from condemnation and a life lived in fellowship with the Spirit of God, Jn 3:2-16; Rom 3:24; 5:1; 8:1-16. This man’s life shows no evidence of the saving-transforming faith he talks about having. The works God produces in our lives are the outward, visible proof of the reality of the saving faith, and Grace that God has given us, Eph 2:8-10. Grace is the basis of justification, God is the justifier of those who believe in Jesus, Rom 3:25, the life blood of Atoning death is the means of justification, and transformed lives are the manifestation of it. 

2:15-17 IF/Suppose a brother or sister is NAKED/without clothes and DESTITUTE OF/ daily food, AND/If one of you says to them DEPART IN PEACE/Go I wish you well… keep warm and well fed- In effect saying “I have faith in God and I believe He will help you to be warmly clothed and well fed. The man may imagine he is speaking in Faith that God will make this happen, but this man’s “Faith” is just wishful thinking that dodges responsibility. God is eager to bless the man with food and clothing – through the brother rich enough to do that. When we pray that God will save or comfort someone, we must look for ways in which we could answer our prayer. Otherwise expressing loving faith, concern and goodwill is like this man’s empty talk. And so is a profession of faith which says “Oh yes I’m a Christian, I’m trusting the Saviour, so I’ll be all right, whatever I do.”
GIVE THEM NOT/does nothing about his physical need WHAT.. PROFIT/good is it?– This illustration of false faith, empty of reality, is parallel to the false confession of love in 1 Jn  3:17. The reality of faith, or love, is demonstrated and seen in actions. EVEN SO/In the same way faith by itself if it is not accompanied with action is dead BEING ALONE- Calvin said we are saved by faith alone, but not by a faith that stands alone. Saying the form of words expressing faith in Christ and reception of Him as our Saviour does not ensure salvation. It is dangerous to give anyone, child or adult, a form of words with which to deal with God and claim salvation. God and the seeking person must meet, and the minimum requirement is that the person think out for themselves what they want from God, and express it in their own words. And if they have received the implanted word in reality, it will manifest itself in a changed life – if they have received Christ as their Saviour, He will begin to manifest Himself in the way they talk and live.

2:18 But.. say You have faith, I have WORKS/deeds– The man speaks as if Faith and Works were alternatives – one could be a “Saved by Faith Christian,” or a “Saved by Works Christian.” That’s nonsense. The other man states the situation correctly, as Show me your faith without WORKS/deeds (If there’s any way of doing so?) I will show you my faith by MY WORKS/what I do- One man claims to have faith in God without any evidence that he is trusting, obeying and living in fellowship with Him, and, as John says, he is lying, 1 Jn 1:5-6. The Just LIVE by Faith, Rom 1:17, they don’t just SAY they have Faith. 
 The Believer can point to the life he is living as a demonstration that he has the inner invisible reality of Faith. The test of reality is fruit, actions, Mt 7:16. Our assurance of Salvation is Christ living in us, Jn 1:12; Col 1:27. But the Godly life is the visible expression of that hidden spiritual life, Col 3:1-17; 2 Tim 2:19; 2 Pet 1:2-11; 1 Jn 1:7-8. 

2:19-20 You believe there is one God– Deu 6:4; Mk 12:29. This was a distinction between Jew and Gentile that Jews boasted of. Good. Even the DEVILS/demons believe that and TREMBLE/shudder- Orthodox Theology doesn’t guarantee spiritual life. To believe Bible truth without living the life of love towards God and fellowship with Him and with His people, 2:15-16; 1 Jn 4:21 puts a person on the same level as the demons. Obviously that kind of “faith” can’t save him. BUT.. KNOW/do you want evidence O VAIN/foolish- Kenos- Empty man that faith without WORKS/deeds is DEAD/useless- “Trust and obey” sums up what the Bible means by saving faith. Saying “I have Faith in a lifeboat, a bus, or a plane” etc will get me nowhere unless my faith proves its reality by my going on board it!

2:21 Was not Abraham our FATHER/ancestor JUSTIFIED/considered righteous- Dikaioo. by WORKS/what he did, when he HAD offered his son Isaac on the altar– Gen 22:9-12. You see how his faith and his actions were working together and his faith was made PERFECT/completed- Teleioo. Cp Teleios, 1:4, 17, 25; 3:3. by WORKS/what he did- If Abraham had been sacrificing his son without it being in obedience to God’s command it would have been works without faith – and have been sheer wickedness. If Abraham had not acted out his faith, neither he nor anyone else would have known that he believed God. Salvation by Faith can be proclaimed confidently because of Abraham’s demonstration of it. It was when his invisible Faith – trust in God – was expressed in actions, that it was completed – reached its goal. God spoke to Abraham with the purpose that Abraham should act in obedient faith, and when he did so he completed, accomplished God’s purposes, and moved into friendly fellowship with God in His aims and purposes. 

When he was 75 Abraham had begun to respond in Faith to God’s call, and been promised blessing, Gen 12:1-8. Some years later God repeated the promise, and Abraham believed it and his Faith was credited to him as righteousness, Gen 15:1-6. But his faith wasn’t perfect, complete, as he asked for a proof that the promises would be fulfilled, Gen 15:8-21. Gen 17 records that when Abraham was 99 (which was at least 14 years later, as Ishmael (Gen 16) was 13 years old, God gave the Covenant-sign of circumcision, which committed God’s people to keep all His commandments (which later included the Law given to Moses) When Abraham was 100 years old, Isaac was born, Gen 18:1-15; 21:1-5. In 22:1-19 we read that about 14 years later (Isaac was old enough to carry all the firewood needed to turn his body into a burnt offering, Gen 22:6) God commanded that Abraham sacrifice Isaac – the only one through whom the promises were to be fulfilled. When Abraham obeyed God in this he demonstrated that his Faith in God, was complete. Cp Heb 11:17-19.

James isn’t contradicting the Gospel doctrine that people are saved by faith and not by good deeds, Rom 3:28; Gal 2:12-16; Eph 2:1-10. As Paul wrote The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself in love, Gal 5:6. And in Rom 4:1-16, the “works” which Paul contrasts with “Faith” are circumcision and Law-keeping. In Gen 15:6 we read that Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him as righteousness. God, who knows the reality of men’s hearts, knew Abraham believed him. God needed no outward proof, and in any case knew what Abraham would choose to do in the whole course of his life. It was about 30 years later, as recorded in Gen 22, that Abraham demonstrated for all time the reality of that Faith by which he was already justified. All who know of the incident have convincing proof of the faith of Abraham by which he was justified. In that sense it is said that Abraham, and all God’s children, are justified by Faith “Godwards,” – in the sight of God, and by works “manward”- in the sight of man. That is a helpful thought, but I believe that what James is saying is that we’re “justified” in believing that someone has been Justified/made right with God when their actions demonstrate it. And even then God’s Mercy may triumph over righteous judgment, as there is no recorded evidence in Lot’s life that he was justified, yet he is called a righteous man in 2 Pet 2:8.

2:23-24 And Scripture was fulfilled– Pleroo- To fill up or fulfil, as in Mt 23:32. The statement of Gen 15:6 could be received only by faith. Abraham’s obedient offering of Isaac gave that statement its full visible expression. The empty sack of the original words was now filled with meaning. which SAID/says Abraham believed God and it was IMPUTED UNTO/credited to him- Logizomai- To make an inventory, count, reckon – a book-keeping word, entered into his account with God.. as righteousness.. was called God’s friend– 2 Chr 20:7; Isa 41:8. You see a person is justified by WORKS/what he does, not by faith alone- Cp Justified by heart-belief, experience salvation through expressing that faith in confessing Christ as Saviour, Rom 10:9-10. Faith expresses itself in works, and the works are works of faith. A man is not justified by barren faith, but by a faith that’s fruitful in works. 

2:25-26 LIKEWISE/In the same way Rahab.. JUSTIFIED/considered righteous BY WORKS/for what she did when she RECEIVED/gave lodging to the MESSENGERS/ spies– Angelos. and sent them off- Rahab wasn’t saved by the good life she lived – she was a prostitute. And telling lies and betraying her country isn’t what people usually call “Good Works.” James isn’t expressing approval of her occupation or the lies she told – they weren’t good works. Her faith that God was for Israel and against the Canaanites moved her to choose to commit herself to their side – and led to her being saved from the judgment destruction that fell on Jericho. And spiritual salvation also it seems, as she was honoured in the line of descent of our Lord, Mt 1:5 What James says gives no support for those who imagine that if they in some sense “Live by the Golden Rule,” Mt 7:12, they will be fit for God’s presence. Or for those who claim that to Faith in Christ must be added “Christian good works” – church attendance, giving time and money to the church and charities, living a good and kind life. Those things can be expressions of saving faith, but Abraham’s “work” was the attempted murder of his son, and Rahab’s work was betraying her country and telling lies. The point is that these were the ways in which they showed the reality of their faith in God. Each of God’s children will show the reality of their faith in ways appropriate to their setting. And everyone who professes to having saving faith is challenged to check the reality of their profession by asking “Am I willing to give up my dearest possession? Am I willing to be a traitor to the world?” FOR/and the body without the spirit is dead so faith without works is dead- And of course the invisible spirit needs the body in order to be a visible, functioning unit, and the works need to be an expression of invisible faith to be a functioning unit in the sight of God/. Anyone who doesn’t breathe is dead and faith that doesn’t do anything is just as dead. 

3:1-12 Being a Teacher is Dangerous- Tongue hard to Control 

(Using one’s tongue for God or Satan. See also 1:19, 26; 2:12; 4:11; 5:12.  A doctor may examine the patient’s tongue for indications of his physical health. James examines what people’s tongues say as an indication of their spiritual health!)

3:1 My BRETHREN/brothers BE not many of you should presume to be MASTERS/teachers KNOWING/because you know that we who teach SHALL/will RECEIVE THE GREATER CONDEMNATION/be judged- Krina- A decision for or against. more strictly- We who teach will be judged with greater strictness, as we claimed we knew God’s truth, and expected others to believe and obey us. Telling others what they ought to do comes naturally to many of us, and being recognised as a Bible teacher is also a natural goal. James warns that it is dangerous to preach to congregations, and claim that we are giving God’s truth, speaking for Him, if we’re not in fact saying what He is saying, Jer 2:8; 5:31; 14:13-16; 23:14-34; etc. Cp 1:19; Mt 7:1-5; 23:1-12. But it’s also dangerous to criticise others, or tell them what God wants them to do, as Job’s friends did, Job 42:7-9. It’s safer to sit down with people and listen to the reasons for their actions, Ezek 3:15, and to search the Scriptures with them to see what God has to say about their situation. It seems to me helpful in expounding scripture to say “This requires US to.. WE must..”, etc, and not “YOU must. :” 

We must not, like the Pharisees, demand of others what we’re not willing to do ourselves, Mt 23:1-4. If we are willing, with God’s help, to try to live up to what the Scripture says, that authorises us to teach it, and we dare not lower the standards it sets. Our attitude should be “This is God’s Word to us. It demands more of us than I have achieved personally, but let’s all keep it before us as a goal, ask God’s help, and keep trusting and obeying Him, expecting that He will enable us to do His will in the matter. How the teacher lives and the response he makes to God’s Word sets the standard for those who follow him, Mt 10:25; 23:15, so we must be concerned about that, 1 Tim 4:16. In fact what he truly believes is what is visible in his life. Cp 2:14-26; 1 Cor 11:1. The Bible is God’s Word. It expresses God’s will for mankind, and brings salvation or condemnation to those who hear it, so it’s a glorious, solemn privilege to teach it, 2 Cor 2:14-16. 

3:2 We all OFFEND/stumble– Ptao. As in 2:10. in many ways- We offend God and others, and we stumble in our attempts to please and serve God and others. If ANY MAN/anyone OFFEND NOT IN WORD/is never at fault in what he says- Teaching and speaking are inseparable, and in teaching others our tongue is taking on more work and controlling it is a bigger job. Cp 1:19. Even if what we’re saying is God’s truth, if we’re not obeying it that is a serious sin, especially if we are making unreasonable demands of others, Mt 23:1-4. No matter how wide and accurate our knowledge of God’s truth may be, unless we speak it in love what we say is a useless noise that annoys both God and man., 1 Cor 13:1-2. Cp Mt 5:22; Rom 2:17-24. 

he is a perfect man– Teleios- Mature, complete, perfect – he is what God wants us to be in Christ. Not absolutely sinless, but living by 1 Jn 1:3-9, and so is a finished specimen of Christ’s workmanship, Eph 2:10. The control of speech is so difficult that the man who doesn’t cause problems by what he says, is likely to have the rest of his life under control - he’s really mature. Those who always speak in accordance to Heavenly wisdom are mature Christians, led by the Spirit of God, Rom 8:16, etc. 

Able to BRIDLE/keep in check- Chalinos- A bit and bridle put on a horse’s head so that its rider can control and direct the horse to go where he wants it to go and do what he wants it to do. his whole body  Since the tongue is so difficult to control controlling is an indication that they are able to control the ways in which they use all their body and natural abilities. The mature Christian counts himself dead to the demands of his human nature, and alive to serve God, Rom 6:11. The more a child of God gives himself to the task of teaching others the more opportunity he has to say hurtful as well as helpful things. And as what he says is directly related to God’s will and purposes, it involves the blessing or stumbling of God’s people, who are the objects of God’s infinite and sacrificial concern, Acts 20:28. Nothing less than the full maturity that results from single-minded dependence on God, and the wisdom God gives, will do for that, 1:5-8; 3:13, 17-18.

3:3-5 BEHOLD/When we put bits in the mouths of horses to make them obey us and we can turn ABOUT THEIR/the whole BODY/animal- -Soma- as in 3:2. ALSO/Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large, and are driven by strong winds they are TURNED ABOUT/steered WITH/by a very small HELM/rudder wherever the pilot wants to go- The teacher’s tongue is a rudder that steers the church in the direction he chooses – if it  hits the rocks he is to blame. (The Liner Queen Elisabeth weighed 83, 675 tons, its rudder weighed 140 tons.) 

EVEN SO the tongue is a LITTLE MEMBER/small part AND BOASTETH GREAT THINGS/makes great boasts- The fondness for talking that moves people to want to teach others, exposes them to the temptation to boast. Yet under God and in fellowship with him the urge to communicate fits one to teach. BEHOLD/ Consider HOW GREAT/what a great MATTER/forest- Hule related to Xulon- Wood, timber, trees. So a great Forest, or a great stack of timber. is set on fire by a small spark– The Teacher’s tongue can set fire to the church and the destructive consequences can be seen in all areas of church life – the whole body and it’s whole functions are vulnerable to a “chain reaction.”

3:6 The tongue is also a fire- Prov 16:27. a world- Kosmos- World, world system. of INIQUITY/evil IS THE TONGUE among OUR MEMBERS/the parts of our bodies THAT it DEFILETH/corrupts- Spiloo– To soil with spots as in 1:27 – unspotted is Aspilos. the whole BODY/person- Note our Lord’s words in Mk 7:20. What anyone says in envy, boastful self-assertiveness, malice etc, fouls up their whole being and whatever their body does. But as this is said in relation to Teaching in the Church, the body of Christ, that is the body James is talking about. God gives the gift of Teaching for the purpose of building up the body of Christ, by their speaking the truth in Love, Eph 4:11-16. But God’s spokesmen can be corrupted by pride, envy, discouragement etc, and become destructive, 1 Ki 13:11-29. But more directly what James says is directed against men who are confident that they are God’s spokesmen, but have in fact appointed themselves to be Teacher, 3:1, like those he rebuked in Acts 15:24. Cp Acts 15:1; 2 Cor 11:1-29; Phil 3:2-3. When the church is fouled by quarrels, division, etc, we know that God and His Wisdom isn’t the source of the teaching or the Teachers, 3:12-4:11. Cp Rom 16:17-18.

Sets the whole course of NATURE/his life- Genesis- What we are born with, human nature and its desires – KJV is more accurate than NIV this time – it’s talking about the natures of those who hear what we say, although putting thoughts and desires into words can also inflame our own natures. (Genesis is translated as Natural in 1:23, and Generation in Mt 1:1.) A person corrupts his whole personality by evil speaking, 4:11. We mould ourselves by what we direct our minds to, Phil 4:4-9, and harden ourselves into that mould by expressing those thoughts and feelings, etc. on fire- What we say can be a spark that sets on fire any or all aspects of our life, or the lives of those who listen to us, and destroy or damage them. At times the desire for wealth, prominence, success, easy living, sexual desire, etc can be “tinder dry” ready to catch fire destructively at the slightest spark. And the destructive results can affect the whole range of our present life, and the future life as well. And in the fellowship of God’s people, a few words spoken in rivalry, spite, etc can ruin harmony, or an effective Gospel witness, and send it all up in smoke. If it does, that fire is itself set on fire OF/by hell– A dramatic way of saying that the source of the evil that’s expressed in words is the Devil, Jn 6:44. Cp Mt 5:22; Lk 16:23. Satan is the cause of all division and damage to God’s church – often through teachers who follow his “angel of Light” ideas, 2 Cor 11.The Lord’s adequate protection from The gates of Hell has been provided, but is effective among its teachers only when they submit their tongues to the Lord’s direction as instruments of righteousness, Rom 6:11-14. Mims and tongues that have not been surrendered to the Lord and His purposes can  easily be used by the Enemy, Mt 16:21-23.

3:7-8 FOR EVERY KIND/all sorts of BEASTS/animals.. have been tamed.. but no man can tame the tongue. It is an UNRULY/restless- What our tongue says may get us into more trouble than any other part of our body. But it can play its part in salvation, Rom 10:9; Mt 12:36-37; Acts 1:8. evil, full of deadly poison- By the Fall we lost dominion over Creation, but by considerable effort we have managed to tame and make use of many creatures for work or entertainment. We also lost dominion over our tongues, and we find it harder to control what we say, than to train elephants. Cp Pr 16:32. What people say with their tongues can poison minds, destroy reputations and lives, and worst of all can turn enquirers away from God and the Gospel so that they are lost forever, Pr 18:21. McDonald points out that it is easy for children who have heard their parents criticise Preachers and Christians, to reject God, the Gospel and the Bible. Rather than say unkind words we should make every effort to be reconciled to those offending or offended, Mt 5:25-26; 18:15; Lk 17:3. 

3:9-12 THEREWITH/With the tongue we BLESS/praise GOD/our Lord and Father. And curse men who have been made AFTER THE SIMILITUDE/in the likeness of God– To curse a man is like cursing God. Cp Gen 9:6. Out of the same mouth come BLESSING/praise and cursing. My brothers THESE THINGS OUGHT/this should not be– This demonstrates that we are failing to control our tongue. And so does the preaching of any man who blesses his hearers with a better understanding of the Scriptures and then curses them by enlisting them to support his attacks on rival teachers who he is cursing/attacking. Can SWEET/fresh water and BITTER/salt water flow from the same FOUNTAIN/spring? 

My brothers, can a fig tree bear OLIVE BERRIES/olives, or a grapevine bear figs?– Mt 7:16-20. The fruit a tree produces shows what the tree itself is. If the “fruit” – the result – of what a preacher teaches, is bitter quarrelling and division, as in 4:1 that proves he is following this world’s wisdom, His preaching is based on Scripture, but the man’s motives and message are in fellowship with the world and so he is disloyal to his Lord. If the fruit produced by our tongue – our teaching – is mixed, we must realise that it’s because we have mixed motives, are double minded, and need to obey the command of 4:7-11. When we find that we are involved in any disagreement, or bitterness among God’s people, our first response needs to be “Lord, this is grieving and disgracing You and frustrating Your purposes, Is the fault mine?” Mt 26:21-22. Using foolish illustrations, making exaggerated or inaccurate statements, or anything that weakens the impact of God’s truth, is also bad “tongue fruit,” that may make the truth seem ridiculous, or at least unreliable. In preaching we can enjoy ourselves to the extent that we forget what we’

\re there for – as I know to my shame. But worst of all is to mix the bitter water of attacks on rival preachers, with the sweet water of exposition of God’s glorious word. To do that is shameful.

SO CAN NO FOUNTAIN BOTH YIELD SALT WATERAND FRESH/neither can a salt spring produce fresh water- also salt water cannot be made sweet.- When we use our tongue to do good, and also to do harm we’re totally out of step with God’s order in nature , and are not  doing God’s will. Clearly we must not be content to do this – we must submit to God and resist the devil in the matter. We need to pray that God will set a watch on our lips, and co-operate with Him by doing so ourselves, Ps  19:14; 141:3, and act on Rom 12:1.

3:13-4:12  God-given Wisdom & Natural, this-world Wisdom.

 (What a Believer in Christ says expresses the wisdom he lives by. Unless we operate in single-minded dependent, obedient fellowship with God, there will be outflows of bitterness, 3:9 -11, 14, that express this world’s wisdom and have Hell as their source, 3:6, 15. God is the only source of good, and His good is flawless, 1:17-18: Hell is the source of all that doesn’t come from God, so the options are God or the devil 4:8. James isn’t talking about how much knowledge a man has but what kind of life he lives.  As by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit we respond to the word of God, 1:18-25, this is the wisdom which will be displayed in our lives, 1 Cor 1:30; Gal 5:22-23, etc.)

3:13 who is A wise MAN and WITH KNOWLEDGE/understanding among you? Let him show OUT OF A/by his good CONVERSATION/life- Anastrophe- Behaviour manner of life, lifestyle. As in Gal 1:13; Eph 4:22; 1 Tim 4:12; Heb 13:7; 1 Pet 1:15, 18  2:12; 3:1, 2, 16; 2 Pet 2:7; 3:11. his WORKS/deeds done WITH/in the MEEKNESS/humility OF/that comes with wisdom- Jesus was incarnate Wisdom, Mt 11:19; Jn 1:14, and His life fits this description perfectly. The Christian who knows God, Jn 17:3, and lives in sonship fellowship with Him, Rom 8:16, shows this by living in the unobtrusive wisdom of growing Christ-likeness. The next verse gives the contrasting lifestyle. Faith and Wisdom are both invisible, but their existence, nature, and source are made clear by speech and actions. If someone is fitted to teach the truth of God that fact will be obvious because he is living according to heavenly - God-given - wisdom, 1:5, 19-21. Faith, 2:14-18, and wisdom must be seen to be believed, as justice must be done, and be seen to be done. Any man’s claim to wisdom, especially God’s wisdom, needs to demonstrated in the way he lives. No one standing in the presence of God, and speaking in fellowship with God speaks angrily, sneeringly arrogantly and divisively. 4:1 re-emphasises this. 

3:14 But if you HAVE/harbour bitter ENVYING/envy and STRIFE/selfish ambition in your hearts– These are the qualities which produce rivalry between preachers. Jame4s says that no matter how loudly those men talk of their devotion to God and the importance of the truths they are preaching that boasting will be dishonestly covering up their actual motivation. GLORY/do not boast It AND/or LIE NOT AGAINST/deny the truth– No Christian teacher boasts that he is envious and ambitious. But if he glories in his success in scoring off rivals, and claims that in attacking other teachers he is serving God, James says he is showing that he is a liar. Cp 1 Jn 1:6. It’s impossible for Christian teachers engaged in controversy over doctrine or practice, to teach the truth in Love, Eph 4:15. God spoke His truth in unselfish love. We can’t teach and interpret that truth properly except in fellowship with God’s love poured into our hearts by the Spirit. The moment any element of personal feelings, self-importance, rivalry, etc is allowed in, that taints and corrupts whatever we say. Disorder, division, etc follow. Any preacher who speaks in bitterness, envy, or with a desire to increase his following, Rom 16:17-18, is lying if he says he is speaking out of concern for God’s truth, honour, or glory. If he really loved the Lord he would be keeping the Lord’s commandments given in 2 Tim 2:22-26, etc. 
3:15-16 THIS/Such wisdom DESCENDETH/does not come down from ABOVE/heaven– From God, 1:5, 17; 1 Cor 2:6-16, in answer to the single-minded prayer of 1:5-8. but is earthly, SENSUAL/unspiritual– Psuchikos, of the human soul, our fallen human personality and nature. DEVILISH/of the devil- Daimoniodes- Demonic, of demons – their kind of wisdom. Heavenly wisdom is identified by the meek spirit, and peaceable words that produce righteousness. Whatever a Bible Teacher says, if it is spoken in bitterness or jealousy and produces strife, he is not speaking in God’s Wisdom. That speaker’s wisdom is not of Heaven, but earth, not a fruit of the Spirit, but a product of fallen human nature, not of God’s kingdom, but of the Devil’s, and functioning according to his attitude and actions and technique. And the effect of his words will be confusion. 

For where ENVYING/you have envy and STRIFE/selfish ambition 
 THERE IS/you will find CONFUSION/disorder and every evil WORK/practice- And vice versa. Wherever there is quarrelling and division, the source is human envy, quarrelsomeness, etc as 4:1 says. God is not the source of disorder, but of peace, 1 Cor 14:33. The natural man is proud of his knowledge, proud of his teaching ability and success, etc, this means that he will view other teachers as rivals, and it makes it inevitable that he will envy those who are successful. Pride, envy of those who are more successful, and bitter rivalry with competitors are the normal principles in business, politics, and, sadly, in religious and philosophical teaching. 

3:17 BUT/For the wisdom THAT IS/comes from ABOVE/heaven first of all pure- Hagnos- Pure, innocent, clean, unmixed, innocent of malice, selfish ambition – none of that mixed into it. (KJV translates Hagnos as clear, 2 Cor 7:11, chaste, 2 Cor 11:2; Titus 2:5; 1 Pet 3:2, sincerely, Phil 1:16, pure, Phil 4:8; 1 Tim 5:22; 1 Jn 3:3.) Compare this Wisdom and the fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22. While it’s true that heavenly wisdom is clean, purifying, etc – its doctrine and practice is free from error – the specific meaning here is pure from the sins of motive that we have just been warned against – envy and selfish ambition - which produce the evils set out in 4:1. Purity of what is said in doctrine etc is important, 
 but so is the whole lifestyle that is being described here. Then PEACEABLE/peace-loving– Eirenikos- Heb 12:11. It discusses alternative interpretations of Scripture about doctrine and practice in the spirit of Rom 14:1-15:7; Eph 4:10-15; Phil 2:1-16; Col 3:12-17; 2 Tim 2:22-26. 

GENTLE/considerate– Epieikes- Fair minded. Epieikes is used in Phil 4:5; 1 Tim 3:3; Titus 3:2; 1 Pet 2:18. When any speaker speaks in a proud “I’m totally right, they’re totally wrong” attitude, or uses bitter sneering words that cut down people and encourages hearers to laugh at them, that’s not a fruit of the Spirit but a work of the flesh, Gal 5:14-26. Cp 2 Tim 2:24; 1 Pet 3:15-16. God’s servants need to be like their Master. God is the Comforter-Strengthener, 2 Cor 1:3-4 whose sole concern is to build His children up in their growth in Christ-likeness, and we grieve and quench His Spirit when our words do not do that.

EASY TO BE ENTREATED/submissive–Eupeithes- Good for persuasion. From Peitho- to persuade. The wisdom that God gives men is willing to consider that the other person may be right. It moves us to search the Scriptures with them, and reason about their meaning, Acts 17:2, 11; 18:19. Full of mercy and good fruit- Kind and gentle in dealing with all sorts of people. Cp Rom 12:9-21. WITHOUT PARTIALITY/impartial- Adiakritos- Not discriminating, not doubting, not undecided. His attitude towards the truth isn’t casual or indifferent, but he doesn’t allow the fact that he likes, or dislikes the person he disagrees with to influence his decision about the truth of the man’s ideas. Cp 1:6-8; 2:1-13. and WITHOUT HYPOCRISY/sincere– He is careful not to pretend that his own prejudices are God’s view of the person, doctrine, or situation. In 2 Tim 1:15 Paul speaks in this wisdom when he says “All in Asia have turned away from me,” he doesn’t say they have turned away from Christ. The Lord decides that, Rom 14:4-13. 

3:18 THE FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS SOWN IN PEACE BY THEM WHO MAKE PEACE/Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness- The Lord’s Salvation is a disturbing influence in the world, and in families, Mt 10:34-39. But His will for His own people is a loving unity in His Love, Jn 15:9-15. (We’re to lay down our life- Psuche- soul, the ideas, emotions, preferences, likes and dislikes that are personal to us. for each other as a friend. Cp Phil 2:1-16.) And our working together in that unity is essential for the unsaved to be able to believe the Gospel message we preach, Jn 17:13-23. The ones who are in fellowship with God, acting according to the wisdom He gives, are those who quietly work for peace. In any dispute they speak and act in love for both sides, sowing seeds of peace, Eph 4:11-16. They do this because God loves and works for good for all concerned, and rejoices when His people, their work, witness and worship, functions in love and peace. Cp Ps 133; 1 Cor 13:1-7. Words spoken in haste, or anger, cannot produce righteousness, 1:16. A peacemaker shows consideration for others and their beliefs, not demanding rights and recognition but serving the good of everyone, and is eager to work in with them and their ideas. He views other Teachers/leaders not as rivals, but as servants of God, fellow-labourers, each with his task to do to the glory of God and the blessing of God’s people. He values them and co-operates with them as Apollos, Barnabas, James, Paul and Peter did, 1 Cor 1:9-24; 3:1-17. Disagreements such as in Gal 2:6-21 were settled as in Acts 15:4-28, and they spoke of each other afterwards as in 2 Pet 3:15-16. 

The wise Teacher, like a Farmer, sows the seed of God’s Word in a spirit of peace and produces a harvest of righteousness. That harvest can’t be produced in an atmosphere of rivalry, bickering, and mutual criticism. This challenges us to guard against the tendency of our natures to stand up for our rights, get credit for what we do, be jealous of the success of others, and counter attack those who criticise us. I confess with shame that I have been guilty of doing this in regard to groups of people such as the “Charismatic movement” who have criticised our “Brethren Assemblies” which try to be “New Testament Churches,” and drawn away many from us. Jn 13:1-17 is the model for every child of God to grow towards His goal for us - God-likeness, Gen 1:26-27; Jn 17:6-26; Rom 8. Phil 2:1-16; Heb 2:5-18. 

4:1-12 Strife Among Christians, its Cause & its Cure

(James has pointed out that the man using Heaven’s wisdom is a peace-loving man. Now he explains why, in spite of this, there is tragic strife among God’s people. People eager to be “Teachers,” 3:1, covet recognition and power as important Leaders in the Church and use their tongues to “curse” men while “blessing” God, 3:8-12. They may be genuine servants of God, honouring Him with exposition of His Word that blesses their hearers. But they want to be honoured and obeyed, and when anyone disagrees with what they say they treat that as a personal insult. Instead of listening to what is said and searching the Scriptures and asking God for wisdom, and listening patiently for His answer they are quick to speak in anger, 1:20, and try to cut down their fellow servants as rivals threatening their own position. Not content to speak the truth in love and trust God to keep His promises, they treat those who have different interpretations of God’s truth, or who emphasise different truths, as enemies of God, who will destroy God’s work unless they are attacked with every weapon available in the armoury of the world’s wisdom - slander, ridicule, etc. This angry divisiveness comes from failure to acknowledge our lack of wisdom, failure to ask, or failure to be single-minded in concern that God’s will be known and done. Any element of asking God to prove me right, give me the ideas and words with which to defeat my enemy, the rival teacher, are an insult to God and destructive of His church. God gives the gift of Teaching for building His church. Using the gift in fellowship with the world destroys God’s Church. Friendship with the world in this setting is the adoption of the world’s way of doing things. When disagreements arise there is an urgent need for all God’s people, leaders and followers alike, to realise that the problems they are facing, have come from their own selfish desires, not from God. And that the solution lies in humble repentance and avoiding evil speaking, by all concerned.) 

4:1. FROM WHENCE COME/What causes WARS/fights– Polemos- Wars, warfare, as in Mt 24:6; Lk 14:31, but sometimes a single battle as in, 1 Cor 14:8. Perhaps prolonged campaigns of one group of Christians against another arising from disagreement about doctrine or practice and FIGHTINGS/quarrels– Mache- A battle, as in 2 Cor 7:5; 2 Tim 2:23; Titus 3:9. (“Macho” is used today of aggressive male behaviour.) James asks what causes such behaviour among Christians. Is it zeal for God that comes from love for Him? The proclamation and defence of what we understand to be God’s Truth is God-honouring. The spirit in which it is done is often disgraceful, quite ignoring 1 Cor 13, etc. Zeal is essential, but it may be misguided, Gal 4:16-18. (When the Roman army closed in on Jerusalem in AD 70, 3 rival Jewish leaders were fighting each other, and one destroyed their main store of grain to prevent a rival capturing it.)

COME THEY NOT/Don’t they come OF/from your LUSTS/desires– Hedone- Sensual delight, feeling of pleasure (Hedonism in English) as in Lk 8:14; Titus 3:3; Heb 11:25; 2 Pet 2:13. This is a shocking statement. Christians who quarrel in the things of God, quarrel because they ENJOY quarrelling – Just as people who quarrel over politics, sport, art, etc do so because they enjoy criticising and attacking others and winning. Following Christ’s example would keep us from quarrelling, Phil 2:1-16, but we ignore it and turn from the light, Jn 3:19. We want our own way, and fight for it because our human nature has strong desires for power, for recognition of our superior abilities, the rightness of our ideas. These direct the behaviour of everyone in every group of people. We Christians can escape this destructive slavery to our desires only by counting ourselves dead to sin, and alive to God, Rom 8:1-15, crucified with Christ and live in His love. Unless this is true of us in relation to our fellow church members, there will be in church congregations the same rivalries and petty wars that there are in the world’s organisations. 

That WAR/do battle– Strateuomai– To serve in a military campaign. Go to war as soldiers, as in Lk 3:14; 1 Cor 9:7; 2 Cor 10:3; 1 Tim 1:18; 2 Tim 2:4; 1 Pet 2:11. IN/within- En- In, but used to mean either within an individual, or among a group of people – it’s used in Mt 2:6; 3:9; 4:23; 9:3, 21, 35; 11:11; 16:7; 20:26-27; 26:5, etc. YOUR MEMBERS/you- In a limited sense there can be conflict of desires within an individual Believer – the desire to please God versus the desire to please oneself or others, etc Rom 7; Gal 5:16-18. But James is writing about Teachers, the use of the tongue, speaking evil of others, etc within Church fellowships. The Believers who are members of the Body of Christ, the church, ignore the Head of the church and enlist as soldiers under the banners of human leaders and fight on their behalf against each other as in 1 Cor 1:11-17. Sometimes it has even come to physical fighting between Christians, in Christ’s name. The natural human desires for self-expression, to dominate the group and get one’s own way and have things done the way we wish, causes tensions in all groups and it’s possible for only one person to fully achieve this. A gifted politician, musician, artist, or preacher may do so, but almost everybody must give way and so “have not.” Unity in a church is the product of submission to Christ and to one another in Christ, Ps 37:4-8; 133:1-3; Phil 2:1-16.

4:2 YE LUST/You want something– Epithumeo- A strong desire, usually of the Flesh/fallen human nature AND HAVE NOT/but don’t get it– If people set their heart on getting something, by the time they achieve it they will find that it isn’t enough to satisfy them, after all. As in Ecclesiastes the preacher keeps emphasising, it’s impossible to satisfy the desires of human nature. We always want more. If we get our own way in some detail of the activities of our local church, or a larger church organisation, that makes us more eager to get our own way in more matters. Even if God in grace gives success in preaching – crowds of converts, increasing congregations, sales of books or whatever, they are never enough. And in fact that greed for ever greater success may well make success impossible.

You KILL- James may be quoting the Lord’s statement that anger is murder, Mt 5:21-26. (Anger is the mental and emotional state that finds physical expression in murder.) Or maybe, James, as in 2:11, and the Lord sometimes did, Lk 14:26, etc, is deliberately shocking them by giving the most extreme example. When Leaders and followers among God’s people quarrel and fight, spiritual casualties are inevitable. Young Christians and people attending to learn about Christ and the Gospel, can be so discouraged and bewildered that they drop right out of the Christian scene. This is the tragedy the Lord warns of in, Mt 18:6-7. So when they face their Lord at His Judgment seat, 2 Cor 5:10, those Preachers who gloried in battling for the Lord in doctrinal controversies may wish they had cut out their tongues instead. By quarrelling over the meaning of God’s Word, we have muddied the water of life from which His sheep drink, Ezek 34:18-20, and so divided, fouled and destroyed the church of God for which our Lord purchased with His blood, Acts 20:28-30. (Lord have mercy on me, and us all, to forgive and cleanse us from this sin.)

and DESIRE/covet– Zeloo - Literally get hot, figuratively to feel strongly for or against something, be zealous, jealous, envy, etc. (Epithumeo is the usual word for covet.) Zeloo is used in Acts 7:9; 17:5; 1 Cor 12:31; 13:4; 14:1, 39; 2 Cor 11:2; Gal 4:17, 18; Rev 3:19, As in most of these the human “zeal” is in fact envy, James is warning us that when Church leaders hotly denounce rival leaders, and rival interpretations and applications of scripture the commonest motive is envy, jealous rivalry, not concern for the glory of God or the welfare of His people. When shepherds quarrel, it is the sheep who suffer, are scattered, and discouraged.

And cannot OBTAIN/have what you want. You FIGHT/quarrel- Machomai- As in Jn 6:52; Acts 7:26; 2 Tim 2:24. (The word is linked with Mache, 4:1) and WAR/fight– Polemeo- Campaign against. Conflict arises in Christian congregations when two men wish to be the most important leaders – and it’s worse when their wives take sides with them and look for chances to score off each other. 
 Women can campaign against each other about the provision of food, or leadership of witness to women. That sort of thing happened even in that wonderful Church at Philippi - I wonder what Euodias and Syntyche quarrelled over? 

YE HAVE NOT/do not have because you ask not- Wisdom is promised for the asking, 1:5, but the requirement for receiving it is in 1:6-7. A general promise is made in Mt 7:7; Lk 11:9-10; Jn 15:7-10; 16:23-27, and in each case the promise is for those asking for good things in fellowship with Christ Himself. To ask for greater wealth, popularity or success in winning arguments, or success as a leader of God’s people is contrary to the revealed will of God, Mt 23:5-12; Lk 22:24-27. Prayer is the answer to Church problems, not arguing and fighting. In any difficult situation, talk little and pray much. If only God’s people would be content with what God has given, and cease to envy those with greater gifts, abilities, success or prominence everyone would be blessed, And instead of envying others, and angrily speaking evil against them in defence of God’s truth, they were willing to speak the truth in love, pray and commit the outcomes into the Lord’s own hands, as head of the church, and Nourisher of it as His body-bride, 1 Cor 12:4-27; Eph 4:4-16; 5:25-29; Col 1:17-18.

4:3 When you ask you do not receive because you ask AMISS/with the wrong motives- Kakos- Bad, diseased, evil, miserable, as in 1:13; 3:8; Mt 8:16; 14:35; 21:41 (twice) 24:48; 27:23; Jn 18:23; Acts 9:13; 16:28, etc. What they asked God for was not for the good of His body-church It’s motive and goal was your own LUSTS/pleasures- Hedone- As in 4:1. What they asked God to do was aimed at bringing them pleasure. James is still explaining his reasons for the statements in 3:1 and 4:1. He is rebuking Bible Teachers who ask God to make them successful in His work but really mean they want Him to help them win arguments, and gain a bigger following, than other Bible Teachers. Cp Jer 45:5. When we ask for blessing on God’s work, for selfish reasons – our visible success, etc - that is a barrier to God’s granting what we ask. From that practical point of view, rivalry between preacher, elders, etc is a disaster. James now points out that from a spiritual point of view – the fellowship and unity God desires with His people – it is worse still. It is disgustingly offensive to God. God has set His love on us, taking us to Himself and in love for us provided everything His people need, including heavenly wisdom. To take up the world’s goals, attitudes and methods in the functioning of God’s household is the spiritual equivalent of marital unfaithfulness. 

4:4 You ADULTERERS AND ADULTERESSES/adulterous people- KJJV-[RT] has adulterers and adulteresses, which suggests the physical sin, but James isn’t talking about sexual sins. He’s talking about teachers, the use and abuse of speech, strife in the church, and warns against speaking evil of one another, 4:11. The older Mss used in [Nes] have only adulteresses which fits with applying the words to the Church/Bride of Christ being spiritually unfaithful to the Heavenly Bridegroom, Christ. Cp Jn 3:29 (John Baptist, the Bridegroom’s friend.) 2 Cor 11:2; Eph 5:23-32; Rev 19:7; 21:2, 9;  22:17. The unfaithfulness which James has been spelling out was having the same motives, and using the same methods in church teaching and leadership as the world has in its organisations. (It took a miracle to get Israel out of Egypt, but getting Egypt out of Israel seemed impossible in spite of miracles.)

don’t you know YE NOT– Eido- To know with the mind, see, understand. THE/that friendship OF/with the world is ENMITY/hatred– Echthra- Hostility, enmity, hatred. As in Lk 23:12; Rom 8:7; Gal 5:20; Eph 2:13, 16. Check these and you will see why James says that when Christian teachers, and Christians generally, get into quarrels it’s because they are acting as the godless do. Speaking from fleshly, worldly motives, and using the world’s methods in their attempts at doing God’s work. Paul says he was careful to guard against this, 1 Cor 2:1-5; 2 Cor 10:3-5. To be a friend of the world system, content to think as they think, act as they act, working in harmony with it and sharing its goals and those of our fallen human nature while being a church member and working in church/God’s affairs is disloyalty to our Lord/Redeemer to whom we belong – as well as being ridiculous. It is happily walking arm in arm with the world which deliberately murdered our Saviour, Whether what we’re doing is work for ourselves, a human master, or in the Lord’s work, if our goals, motives, attitudes or methods, are those natural to human nature and approved by the world, we’re acting against God, His purposes and will.

WHOSOEVER THEREFORE/Anyone who WILL/chooses to be- Boulomahee a friend of the world- Kosmos. The organised world of men, society. Anyone who acts in fellowship, harmony with it, in step with it. Does things in the way the world takes for granted people should. IS/becomes the enemy of God- If the way you are functioning in Church life is the way the world functions you are acting as enemies of God and His way of functioning, Lk 22:24-27; Gal 2:20; Phil 2:1-16. It seems to me that there are plenty of expensive books and seminars offering to teach us the “tricks” of religious success – Fund raising, advertising, TV presentation, public relations and business tactics etc, that will make a preacher popular and attract a large following. Much of what professes to be the most successful work for God in the world operates on that basis. But Mt 7:22-23, warns us that visible, apparent success doesn’t guarantee that it IS God’s work. The Devil offered God total success – the chance to rule the world for its own good, without the need to die for it – if Jesus would worship him, i.e. deal with the world on the terms the devil used. The Lord chose to obey God’s Word, and do things in the way God in it decrees, and so must we. But if our attitudes, actions or words in defending God’s Word, are tainted with bitterness, rivalry, speaking evil of those who don’t stand with us, we are acting in fellowship with the world, and committing adultery against God Himself. 

4:5 Do you think– Dokeo- To think, suppose. THAT THE Scripture– Graphe- The Bible, as in Mt 1:42; 22:29, and always in the NT. Sometimes as in Gal 3:22; 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 3:16 it means the Scriptures as a whole, rather than a specific verse of Scripture. says IN VAIN/without reason– Kenos- To no purpose, vain, empty. Does God’s statement seem empty words to you – something that doesn’t matter and can be ignored. The spirit that DWELLETH/he caused to live in us– Katoikeo. To make it’s home in us. LUSTETH TO ENVY/envies intensely– Epipotheo- To desire strongly, whether the desire is for something good, as in Rom 1:11; 2 Cor 5:2; 9:14; Phil 1:8; 2:26; 1 Th 3:6; 2 Tim 1:4; 1 Pet 2:2; or bad as it may be here, but if so there seems to be no other example of this in Scripture. There are TWO spirits which live in the Believer, so two contrasting truths may be stated. 1. God breathed into Adam/man the breath of human life, Gen 3: and every one of us has inherited that spirit in its fallen, rebel state. That spirit has no ability to please God, and strongly desires to express itself, and to assert itself against others, and automatically gets into strife with them. The quarrelling of 4:1-2, is a work of the Flesh, the human spirit, Gal 5:20 and we should cleanse ourselves from it, 2 Cor 7:1. No OT Scripture seems to fit this interpretation. Deu 14:26 is similar, but God-approved desire, not envy or jealousy. 

2. Those who received Christ as Saviour have all been born of the Spirit, Jn 3:5-8, and baptised by the Spirit into the church-body of Christ to fellowship with each other on that basis, 1 Cor 12:13, that of the fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22--26. God the Spirit, God, by His Holy Spirit, works in us, Phil 2:13, with mighty resurrection power, Eph 3:20. God is a jealous God, and works zealously in us to fulfil His eternal purpose of wise love, Rom 8:29-30. Paul reflected this graciously possessive attitude towards the Corinthians, 2 Cor 11:1-3. The OT records God’s jealous care for His people. In Ex 20:5 God states that Israel belongs to him by covenant, He has exclusive right to possess her, and will not share her with idol-gods. This relationship is similar to marriage and God speaks of Hs marriage bond with His people, and their unfaithfulness, Jer 3:6-14; Ezek 16:7-63; 23:1-49; Hos 2:1-23. It is this jealous care, Ezek 16:8-14, that moves God to show abundant grace to us, both in opposing us when we think and act in proud independence, and being wonderfully kind to us when we realise our helplessness and need. Hosea 2:19-23 promises that God will have mercy on His unfaithful people and restore them to Himself and to blessing – mercy will triumph!

4:6 But he gives us more grace– Prov 3:34, LXX. Abundant grace that triumphs over sin in our lives, Rom 5:20, if we let it triumph by yielding to it, receiving it and using it humbly and thankfully. THEREFORE/That is why Scripture says God RESISTETH/opposes– Antitassomai- To range oneself against, organise against as in Acts 18:5; Rom 13:2; 1 Pet5:5. Tasso- To place in order, arrange, appoint, Mt 28:16; Rom 13:1, etc. This is the way God has organised things in relation to human pride. the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Prov 3:34; Job 22:29. Because of our natural tendency to act proudly, selfishly, destructively and wreck His work, we have a desperate need for grace, as it’s the only path to victory - Sin shall not have dominion over you.. under grace, Rom 6:14. As Believers face the problems caused by acting in worldly wisdom God assures us that He gives more than enough grace than is needed to cope with the problems, and defeat the destructive attitudes and actions of the world, the Flesh and the Devil. But this happens only when we stop being proud of ourselves and the stand we have made for God’s truth. And humbly acknowledge our sin, failure and need, and ask God’s wisdom with a single minded desire for His will – whether or not it turns out to be what we hope it will be. Cp Deu 33:25; Heb 4:16. In 4:7-10 the form the commands in the Greek shows that it calls for immediate action in rooting out the sinful attitude of pride.

4:7 Submit– Hupotasso- A military term,. Take your appointed place in the ranks and obey the orders given, and so accomplish the purpose your commander intends. Yourselves therefore to God. Resist– Antihistemi- To stand against. the devil and he will flee from you- When an army is drawn up in its ranks, wearing its equipment, each soldier is protected by every other soldier. The enemy will keep his distance, and wait for a better opportunity. But if the soldiers instead of submitting to the commander’s organisation, battle plan etc break ranks and become a disorderly mob quarrelling with each other, grabbing what loot they can, etc, it’s quite easy for the enemy to pick them off individually, and wipe out the whole army. The Devil, in his “Angel of Light” role, 2 Cor 11:14, will give whole-hearted support to every action we have taken according to worldly wisdom, and reassure our flesh/human nature that we were acting within our rights - all the fault lies with the opposition, as we were acting on God’s side in loyal defence of His truth. Our Lord has demonstrated that humble obedience to Scripture (not merely knowing and quoting it) puts the Devil at a distance. Mt 4:10-11. Cp Eph 6:11-19; 1 Pet 5:8-9.

4:8 DRAW NIGH/Come near to God and he will DRAW NIGH/come near to you-Not just pray asking God’s help, but shifting your position, attitude, desires, words and actions so they are near to God’s ones, in tune with His revealed will. Doing this puts us out of the Devil’s reach. Only when we deliberately seek to draw near to God will we have sufficient light to know what His will is, and sufficient Love for Him to desire to do it, and sufficient love for our neighbour/enemy to treat him as we should, Jn 3:19-21; Phil 2:12-13. 

CLEANSE/Wash– Katharizo- To make clean, wash, as in Mt 8:3; 23:25; Acts 10:15; 2 Cor 7:1; Titus 2:14; Heb 9:14, 22; 1 Jn 1:7, etc. Many of these meanings are things the Lord alone can do, but some cleansings we are responsible for. your hands you sinners– Our hands are what we work with, so this refers to the way we do the things we do. The Law taught the need for physical cleanness in order to be fit for fellowship with God as His people, Ex 19:10, etc, and used it as a symbol for spiritual cleanness - freedom from sin, Lev 16:30, etc. If children want to help their mother prepare food, or enjoy eating it, she will say “Wash your hands first.” God’ cannot have fellowship with us unless we are walking in the light, have confessed sinful works, forsaken them and been cleansed Jn 1:3-9. We may go through the motions of working with God, but if our “hands” are defiled with selfish ambition, assertiveness, anger, quarrelling, partisanship, 2:1-4, and lack of love, what we’re doing is an empty sham, 1 Cor 13:1-3.

Purify– Hagnizo, To make clean, sanctify, be made acceptable to God and His service. Hagnizo is used elsewhere only in Jn 11:55; Acts 21:24, 26; 24:18. 1 Pet 1:22; 1 Jn 3:3. your hearts you double-minded- Dipsuchos- as in 1:8. Our motives and goals need to be in line with God’s purposes or He can’t work with us, or answer our prayers, 1:5-8; 4:3. Purify your inner life. Sort out your motives, make up your mind what you really want, ask God for it, and stick to it not distracted by the fact that you’re uncomfortable doing God’s will, or disappointed that things don’t go the way you hoped. If we allow earthly, natural wisdom to determine any aspect of our life, especially our Christian ministry, that double-mindedness will defile all our service. 

4:9-10 BE AFFLICTED/Grieve and mourn and WEEP/wail– As required on the Day of Atonement, Lev 16:31. In disappointments and discouragement this is God’s way forward for us. When God in grace, lovingly convicts us of sin we need to mourn our sinfulness, coldness of heart towards Him and towards fellow-believers, and fellow-humans, and weep over our materialism, spiritual formalism and hypocritical unreality, that have hindered His working – but He doesn’t guarantee that what we would call success will follow at once.

LET YOIUR LAUGHTER BE TURNED/Changed to mourning and your joy to HEAVINESS/gloom- We need to realise how sinful we were in being happy to allow sin to flourish among us, 1 Cor 3:1-3; 5:2, 6-7. And there is a special need to repent of any pleasure we have had in seeing our opponents experience failure or defeat, or in our laughing at the inconsistencies and folly of their action or beliefs. Our human natures are uncomfortable with conviction of sin, and it’s easy for us to postpone action and so avoid the embarrassment of apologising or whatever. And there is a tendency to shrug off solemn ministry by indulging in harmless cheerful chatter with our friends at its close – and speakers can themselves say things to lighten the solemn atmosphere. 

Humble yourselves IN THE SIGHT OF/ before the Lord, and he SHALL/will lift you up- Mt 23:12. Human nature and the world’s wisdom believe the easiest way to reach the top, be a success, etc, is to pull down those who stand higher than us by criticising them, and even to ruthlessly walk over any one who stands between us and success. God’s method is for us to fix our eyes on Him and respond to the slightest indication of His will that He may choose to make, Ps 123:1-2; Jn 21:20-22; Heb 12:1-3, etc. 

4:11 Brothers SPEAK NOT EVIL/do not slander– Don’t say bad things about others or disparage them. It’s disgraceful if members of a family spread information about the faults, failures or sin of each other. That they have said or done bad things is no excuse for gossipping about them. 
 If an offence has been committed we’re to try to sort it out and rectify the situation privately. If church disciplinary action needs to be taken the facts must be clarified and dealt with within the church, Mt 18:15-20; 1 Cor 6:1-11. Only when it’s already a public scandal as in 1 Cor 5, is public action appropriate. Satan is the accusing critic of God’s people, Job 1:9-11; 2:4-5; Zech 3:1; Rev 12:10. In accusing Christians, you are standing with Satan, supporting his cause, helping to discourage God’s children from remembering what He has made them to be, Saints, etc) and living up to it. Human nature likes to feel superior to others. It’s a constant temptation to Christians to boast that “their church” is better, more successful, closer to doing God’s will than others, or that their favourite teacher is superior to others – I am of Paul, etc, 1 Cor 1:11-13. Paul and Peter discouraged this, 1 Cor 3:1-17; 2 Pet 3:15-16. 

If a Bible teacher allows the world’s attitudes of pride in the fellowship he is associated with, or personal ambition, rivalry etc to develop in him, he will begin to discredit rival teachers, the doctrines they teach, and their motives in teaching them. The Reformation was weakened by antagonism between Luther and Zwingli, The Methodist Revival by disagreement between Wesley and Whitfield, and the Brethren Revival was halted and shattered by the expulsion of Newton, Stuart, Kelly, and the Grant Brothers and their followers. All of these were Bible-Believing Christians committed to obey Christ as Lord and proclaim His Gospel – and all chose to ignore His plain command given in Jn 15:9-13; 17:13-23; 1 Cor 13:1-3; Phil 2:1-16, etc, and the command given by the Master in the parable, Mt 13:28-30. Have any of us never been guilty of this sin which has shattered and crippled God’s work in this world? I confess with shame that I have been guilty and had to repent. We know that whatever we say to our brother/neighbour or about him must be spoken out of love for him, 1 Cor 13:1-3; Eph 4:15. So, we need to ask “What good is it likely to do to him? What good will it do to me?” (now, and at Christ’s Judgment seat, 2 Cor 5:9-10) “What good will it do for God and the fulfilment of His purposes?”

HE THAT SPEAKETH EVIL OF/Anyone who speaks against his brother AND JUDGETH/or judges HIS BROTHER/him SPEAKETH EVIL OF/against the law and judges THE LAW/it- Lev 19:16. To speak evil of a brother wrongs him and wrongs the Law. The Law was given for us to use to put our own life right, 1:22-25, not for us to pass judgment on a brother. Cp Mt 7:1-5. This is relevant to teachers controlling what they say, 3:1-14. We know what the Lord thought of the Pharisees, Mt 23. James is warning us not criticise or speak evil, against Brother Christians/Preachers who differ from us in interpreting and applying God’s Word. To do that is usurping God’s right to say what His Word means, and how it is to be applied to personal lives, or church life, Rom 14:4-5; 10-12, 19. 

BUT IF/When you judge the law.. NOT A DOER OF THE LAW/you are not keeping it but a JUDGE/sitting in judgment on it- The Law says we’re to love our neighbour as ourselves. If what we say ignores this Law, we’re in effect saying the Law is wrong, and that our judgment of what we should do is superior to it, and we need to Judge/decide what is good and useful in the Law, and what is not. Christians, especially those to whom God gives the gift of being teachers, need to study and come to an understanding of God’s Word, do what it says, 1 Tim 4:16; and encourage others to do the sane, Phil 3:14-17. This involves our applying what we learn from God to the daily life of us all, with our eyes on Christ, and our becoming like Him. When we turn our attention from this positive responsibility of preaching Christ crucified, 1 Cor 1:23-24; 2 Cor 4:5, to the negative activity of finding fault with the lives of other people or preaching against their errors, we are setting ourselves up as the person who decides how what God says is to be interpreted and applied. If we use it as a standard to judge others, show ourselves superior to them in righteousness, or to win arguments and build a following – as the Pharisees did – we are friends of the world – using God’s word according to worldly wisdom for selfish advancement and being disloyal to God. 

4:12 There is only one lawgiver who is able to save and destroy- He gave the Law for His own purposes. He alone knows how every detail of it should be applied and every detail of every person’s life and its relation to His purpose and will revealed in the law. He alone can judge and decree what person, statement or action is to be praised or condemned. But you – who ART THOU/are you THAT JUDGEST ANOTHER/to judge your neighbour– Heteros- Another and different person. Anyone who differs from you. In this setting it rebukes Christians who quarrel over the interpretation of God’s Word, or its application to the way we should do things in worship, witness, of work for God, and particularly to what teachers and leaders say against each other. By criticising and giving verdict on our neighbour we’re saying we – and not they - know God’s will for their lives. Cp Ex 20:16; Ps 15:3; 50:15-23; Pr 6:16,19; Jn 21:21-22; Rom 14:1-13. 
4:13-5:6 Warning on Self-reliant Wisdom & Relying on Wealth

(An example of forward planning that ignores the uncertainty of the future, and acts as if there is no need to acknowledge God. Mt 6:19-24 provides a good background for this section. Earthly life is insecure – self-confidence insults God and is folly. Riches give a false sense of security, so the rich are particularly in danger. Cp  Mt 19:23; Lk 12:18-19; 1 Tim 6:10. Being Rich enables people to do much good or to sin by failing to do so. When riches become a man's God he ignores his obligations to God and man and forgets that wealth is  temporary - Rich man & Beggar, Lk 16:19-31. We who in whom the good Seed has sprung are warned that this world’s riches and cares can crowd out the new life making it unfruitful, Mt 13:22. If so we need to repent as in Rev 2:5; 3:19, etc and learn to use our wealth for God-approved purposes, Lk 16:9-11. 

4:13-15 Now listen, you who say, Today or tomorrow we will go to SUCH A/this or that city AND CONTINUE THERE/spend a year.. BUY AND SELL/carry on business and GET GAIN/make money- Lucifer’s boast in Isa 14:13-14, crashed in disaster, and our boasting may also be the prelude to disaster. They are confidently planning a year ahead as if what they wanted to happen is all that matters - like the rich farmer, Lk 12:18. James warns against boastful self-confidence in planning the future using as an example a businessman. Boastful planning announced by a Preacher is at least as bad. Such proud self-sufficiency proclaims that the all-important person is myself, and leaves no room for God’s will or involvement. It’s no better when “God has told me” is tacked on to the human plan. 

you do not know what SHALL BE/happen tomorrow. Pr 27:1. Cp 1:10-11. FOR what is your life? A VAPOUR/You are a mist that appears for a little TIME/while, and then VANISHETH AWAY/vanishes- Cp Ps 39:6. FOR THAT you ought to say IF it is the LORD/Lord’s will, we SHALL/will live and do this or that– God should be consulted in all our planning, and even if our motives, intentions and understanding of the situation has been submitted to the Lord, and enlightened by His promised wisdom we should still allow for the possibility that our understanding of it is imperfect. Paul expresses this in Acts 18:21; 1 Cor 4:19.

4:16-17 REJOICE IN BOASTINGS/you boast and brag. All such REJOICING/ boasting is evil. TO HIM THAT KNOWETH/Anyone who knows TO DO/good and doesn’t do it, IT IS SIN/sins– 1:22-25; 2:14-26. The immediate point is that the “good” we know to do is the good of submitting all our planning to God for His over-ruling, and then honouring Him by confessing His right to alter our plans. Against the wider background of the chapter, the “good” is for us to acknowledge that all strife among God’s people is the result of our sinful natures following the wisdom of the world in the teaching and running of the church of God, etc, and repent, turn to God and put things right as set out in 4:7-10. Beyond that, this principle is to be applied to our whole life, the decisions we make, the words we speak, and the actions we take. Cp Lk 12:47; Jn 9:41. The goal for every child of God is to live in moment by moment dependence of God/ in fellowship with Him. Cp 1:22-25; Jn 15:7-12.

5:1--6  The Rich Condemned for Bad Stewardship

(The Lord, through His OT prophets, condemned pagan nations, and apostate Israel for growing rich by not paying fair wages to their workers, using their wealth in self-indulgent living and failing to meet the needs of the poor. Isa 1:15-23; 58:4-11. And finally for their use of their wealth and power in persecuting the righteous. James repeats these challenging accusations, and it is especially appropriate for Christians living in the Western World today as almost all of us would have been called rich by James.)

5:1-3 Now listen you rich MEN/people, weep and HOWL/wail– To do this was normal when someone had died, Mk 5:38. It's natural for people to envy the Rich - and to want to be like them. The Rich may ignore what James says, but it will warn Christians against envying them or imitating them. Cp Ps 73. The careless rich will deeply regret their lifestyle when they face God in Judgment but to mourn then will do them no good. It would be far better for them to face the facts, and mourn over their selfish accumulation of wealth, now, while they could repent. And to seek a right relationship with God and their neighbours that would be a blessing to themselves and others in this world, and secure them against the loss of all they are at present valuing – which, at best, is precarious and temporary, 1:10-11.

FOR/because your MISERIES/misery that SHALL COME/is coming upon you- Mt 6:19-24 is the background. Your RICHES/wealth is CORRUPTED/rotted- Stored grain goes mouldy if it becomes damp, is corrupted by rats and mice unless they are kept out, and even when that is done can be corrupted by weevils. (I’ve opened a sealed tin of Cayenne pepper and found it full of weevils!) Olive oil can become rancid, wine becomes vinegar. If they had been used for the benefit of the poor, full value would have been gained in the sight of God, and promoted the giver’s own spiritual welfare, Mt 6:1-4; Acts 10:1-4. Cp Zacchaeus Lk 19:8.

Your gold and silver.. CANKERED/corroded- Katioo– A word used only here in the NT, but as it’s derived from Kata- Down, it suggests that they will be down graded, lose value. Living Bible has  “The value of your silver and gold is dropping fast.” AND THE/that RUST/Corrosion- Ios- Translated as Poison in 3:8; Rom 3:13. SHALL/will be A WITNESS/testify against you, and eat your flesh AS/like fire- Not only are riches insecure, they are unhealthy, dangerous, they poison. 
 When civil disorder breaks out the rich are the obvious target for mob violence, and revolutions. And as riches have poisoned the lives of the rich the tragedy that falls on them is deserved, Mt 6:20. 

YE HAVE HEAPED TREAURE TOGETHER FOR THE LAST DAYS– Cp the Lord’s warning in Mt 6:19-21. The first great sin of the rich is the greedy hoarding of wealth – and being so preoccupied in doing that that they are ignoring God’s great intervention into human history. 
 These wealthy Jews had been warned that the last days would end with God’s Judgment intervention, and the Last days had already begun. Cp Acts 2:17; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 3:1; Heb 1:1; 1 Jn 2:18. 

5:4 BEHOLD/Look the HIRE/wages of the LABOURERS/workmen who have REAPED DOWN/mowed your fields- That these particular workmen are mentioned is a reminder that on God's “harvest day” – Judgment Day Then the Rich exploiter will reap what he is now sowing, Joel 3:12-14; Mt 13:30; Gal 6:7-8; Rev 14:15. (Not the harvest of souls we’re to be busy reaping, Mt 9:36-38; Jn 4:35-38.)

AND YOU KEPT BACK/failed to pay KEPT BACK- The second great sin of the rich is that although they already have an unfairly great store of wealth they make themselves richer by failing to pay adequate wages promptly to their workers. This is still a sin in the modern world - If a man, or firm, can get others to pay them promptly and delay the payments they themselves make, they become rich. While the greedy poor may defraud welfare systems, make false insurance claims etc the greedy rich by hiring expensive lawyers make much more spectacular defrauding, including escaping the full tax payment the Law requires, and so add the burden on other tax payers, or limit the amount of help the Government can give to the poor. God commands us to pay taxes, rates, and bills promptly, Prov 3:27-28; Rom 13:1-10. It's part of loving our neighbour, and so a useful Christian Testimony. 

The cries OF THEM THAT HAVE REAPED/the harvesters ARE ENTERED INTO/have reached the ears of the Lord OF SABAOTH/Almighty– The Lord of Hosts, armies. The Lord warned that this would happen. Lev 19:13; Deu 24:14-15; Mal 3:5. There may be no human power interested enough to notice the cruel exploitation of the poor today in the factories of 3rd world countries, that make huge profits for the capitalist owners, and supply the western world with cheap goods. Or the greedy officials in Communist countries, or rulers of African nations who siphon off funds into their Swiss bank accounts, or by taking huge bribes allow the production and marketing of addictive drugs. Or the grief of all those who suffer from these, or the lesser evils of false advertising, or the greed of “scam” operators and the greed of their victims. But God listens to every complaint, and every person will face Him about that matter in the day to come. 

5:5 You have lived in PLEASURE/luxury- Truphao- Softness, soft living, luxury. Truphe is used in Lk 7:25; 2 Pet 2:13. Living Bible “You have spent your years here on earth having fun, satisfying every whim.” The 3rd great sin of the rich is the selfish luxury they choose to indulge in. We live in a world in which millions die prematurely each year through lack of food and basic medical care. And where many people have not heard the glorious Gospel of the Grace of God. So, it’s clearly wrong for Christians in our privileged Western World to be concerned with getting more luxurious houses, food, clothing, cars, holidays, and entertainment etc. Even those who attempt to be “NT Churches” now spend so much on expensive buildings and salaried pastors and staff there is a serious drop in the amount of money and staff available for missionary effort in lands largely un-evangelised 

have NOURISHED/fattened YOUR HEARTS/yourselves- Spent your life in doing what pleased you, greedily, and all you’ll have to show for it is a corpse that’s fatter than usual.  
AS in A/the day of slaughter– Jer 12:3 LXX. The rich have been like greedy pigs with their nose in the feeding trough, ignoring the fact that the faster they fatten the sooner they'll meet the butcher! Living in luxury and self-indulgence shortens lives and in any civil unrest wealthy exploiters are the first target.

5:6 You have condemned and KILLED/murdered THE JUST/innocent men AND HE DOTH NOT RESIST/who were not opposing you- In every age rich and powerful men have brought death to innocent people who were at their mercy by genocide, Ex 1:16; Esther 3:6-15, by making war, by harsh treatment, 2 Ki 21:16, etc. They also killed innocent people like Naboth, 1 Ki 21:1-14, Stephen and James, Acts 7:56-60; 12:1-2. Cp Isa 5:8; Nah 3:1; Hab 2:6, 9. Today, in order to make bigger profits for wealthy shareholders, large multi-national companies set up factories in countries where labour is cheap and officials can be bribed to ignore unsafe working conditions. 

As a result hundreds of factory workers, etc may die prematurely this year because of unsafe working conditions, insufficient pay to provide adequate food and medical care for their families, etc. This is the general application of these words. The specific application is to the only completely innocent Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Priests and Pharisees saw Jesus as a threat to their privileged position, Jn 11:48. Religious reasons were important to the Pharisees, but it was the threat to their illegal income that turned the Sadducee Priests against the Lord, Mk 11:16-17, and the Herodians, Mk 12:13, who were wealthy because of their unpatriotic support for the Roman Government. 

5:7-20 Like the Prophets, Turn to God Patiently & Prayerfully.

 (How God's people should handle changing circumstances so as to continue in God’s fellowship and service. There is a Christian response to every situation, a response that’s in accordance with Heavenly wisdom. Prayer is important in all this. We should turn to God in every situation as He is the first Cause of everything. We are His created, and redeemed possession, and His purpose of love and wisdom are what matters most. Rom 8:28–32 assures us that we are never helpless victims of mindless forces or cruel circumstances . James gives a neat summary of how we all feel at times - Feeling bad, feeling fine, feeling not strong enough to cope – and the right Christian reaction.)

5:7-8 Be patient THEREFORE/then unto- With a view to, with your eye on, not just until. the COMING OF THE LORD/Lord’s coming– Paarousia- Coming and being present. BEHOLD/See how the HUSBANDMAN/farmer waits for the land to yield the PRECIOUS FRUITS/its valuable crop- For Christians, as with Farming, work and suffering is followed by a harvest that makes it all worthwhile. So we need to go ahead patiently. This is the general application, but there is a specific application to Preachers – they are sowing the seed of God’s Word in ground cultivated by Gospel kindness and loving service “Doing Good.” Cp Acts 13:38. The gracious work of God’s spirit blesses the ground and causes the seed to sprout and grow as rain does. The results may not be the same as we look for, may in fact be invisible, but God has promised a rewarding harvest. So, we are to persist in the work He has given us, with the attitude and patience that reflect His, confident that this is so, 1 Cor 15:58. Oppressed Christians and slaves are assured that justice will be done, Col 3:22-24, and everyone will reap what they have sown, Gal 6:7-10.

HAS LONG PATIENCE/how patient- Makrothumia. FOR/he is UNTIL the EARLY/autumn and LATTER/spring RAIN/rains- Deu 11:14; Jer 3:3. Hos 6:3; Joel 2:23; Zech 10:1. In the Mediterranean lands the early rains come in the autumn, and soften the ground so that it can be ploughed, and wheat, barley, etc sown. The earlier they come, the longer the growing season and the better the crops. The winter rains were reliable, but the latter/spring rains are unreliable. The longer they continue, the longer the crops have to grow before being forced to ripen. or dry up by the dry heat of summer. Because they were uncertain the farmer’s patient hopeful concern was focussed on the early and latter rains. There are no instant results in the natural world of farming. Seed sown has to germinate, and God sends the needed rain in His own good time, and months must pass during which the miracle of growth continues and the farmer takes care to protect and encourage it. In the God-ordained time the Farmer reaps, and only then is he rewarded by having grain to eat or sell. We as God’s children are sowing, and caring for the plants, and will reap the reward in God’s good time, Ecc 11:6; Isa 32:20; 1 Cor 15:58; 2 Cor 9:6-11; Gal 6:9.

You too ALSO be patient STABLISH YOUR HEARTS/stand firm- Sterizo- To make stable, firm` strong and secure. From Sterix- A prop. To stand firm, continue patiently in the task the Lord has given us, Acts 1:8, and to be alert is important, Mt 24:46; Mk 13:34-35; Lk 12:43; 1 Cor 16:13. FOR/because the COMING OF THE LORD/Lord’s coming– Parousia- Coming and being present, of the Lord Jesus as in Mt 24:3, 27, 37, 39; 1 Cor 15:23; 1 Th 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; 2 Th 2:1, 8; 2 Pet 3:4, 12; 1 Jn 2:28, or human friends, etc as in 1 Cor 16:17; 2 Cor 7:6, 7; 10:10; Phil 1:26; 2:12; 2 Th 2:9. DRAWETH NIGH/is near- Rom 13:12; Heb 10:25; 1 Pet 4:7; Rev 22:10. This is emphasised throughout the NT. The last days began with the Lord’s incarnation-ascension, Heb 1:1. The next great event is His return, and there has been no reason why the Lord should not have come at any moment since, Acts 3:19-21. God’s chosen harvest is the Lord’s return, Mt 24:44; Lk 12:43; 19;13E NOT/Do not grumble- Stenazo- To groan, grumble or sigh as in Mk 7:34; Rom 8:23; 2 Cor 5:2, 4; Heb 13:17. Patient continuing in the Lord's fellowship and work depends largely on our continuing to be patient with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We all, at times, find fellow Christians hard to put up with. James warns us to be on the look out for this, and take prompt action to ensure that we behave as we would if the Lord was within sight and hearing – which He is. Our Lord commands us to love and support one another in the face of the discouragement and opposition from outside God’s church, Jn 15:7-21; 17:13-23; Col 3:12-17, etc. But we’re tempted to grumble that others are being treated better than we are. It can’t have been easy for those “Heroes of Faith” listed in Heb 11:36-38, as being faithful to death, to compare their state with that of the ones granted triumphant deliverance! God gives grace to strengthen bonds of loving care, but we must surrender our imagined “rights” and humbly seek and welcome that grace.

LEST YE/or you will be JUDGED/condemned– Katakrino- To Judge or condemn thoroughly. The Lord has loved us and been patient with us, and we are totally dependent on His grace. He commands us to treat others as we wish them to treat us, and to treat them as He has treated us., Mt 7:1-12; Mk 4:24. As 2 Cor 5:9 says, condemnation in the sense of receiving back what we have done in the body – how we have treated one another - is inevitable. 

BEFORE/at the door- He may appear at any moment? Certainly. But also as we sang at Sunday School “He sees all I do. Hears all I say. My God is listening all the time.” As a school teacher, when returning after being called out of the classroom I sometimes waited at the door and listened before entering. That was sometimes a shock to my class, but fair as I was responsible for their behaviour whether I was in the classroom or not. Note Mk 9:33-35; Lk 22:23-27 – the Lord knew what they had been saying, and He is close enough to us to hear what we are saying. In Phil 2:1-16 the grand example of the Lord's Humility and Exaltation is followed by the challenge of our responding to God's work in us, by doing all things without complaining and arguing. 

5:10-11 TAKE.. THE PROPHETS.. FOR AN EXAMPLE OF SUFFERING AFFLICTION AND OF PATIENCE/Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering take the prophets who spoken in the name of the Lord– The prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, etc are examples of patient continuance in doing God’s will even when suffering. They demonstrated God’s faithfulness in sustaining His servants who commit themselves into His care, and His service. In a world where everything around them seemed to be crashing into ruin, they live by Faith, Hab 1:2-2:4. Cp Rom 5:3; Heb 11:27, 32-40. BEHOLD/As you know we COUNT/consider them HAPPY/blessed- Makarizo- To count or consider someone to be happy and blessed, as in Lk 1:48. The word is from Makarios as in Mt 5:3, 4, 5, etc. WHICH/who have ENDURE/persevered – Stood firm. Cp Dan 12:12. 

Job’s PATIENCE/perseverance- Hupomene Endurance, constancy. OF JOB- Perseverance is the better translation here, as Job wasn’t patient, Job 3; 12:1-3; 16:1-3; 21:4, but he persevered, Job 1:20-22; 2:9-10; 13:15. He was determined that God would give him an answer and explain why he had suffered to a degree that could have no other explanation other than that God had deliberately done it. This is the only place in the NT where Job is named, but Job 5:13 is quoted in 1 Cor 3:19. David in Ps 49:1-20, and Asaph in Ps 73:3-27 express the bewilderment God’s people face as they see godless people seemingly in much happier circumstances than they are in, and the need to draw closer to God to find the true situation. 

and have seen what the LORD/finally brought about END/finally- Telos- The end. Sometimes it means simply the point where something stops as in, Mt 24:6; 26:58, Lk 1:33; Rom 10:4, etc. Sometimes it is used for the natural result of a human course of action, as in Rom 6:21; 2 Cor 11:15; Phil 3:19; Heb 6:8, etc. Sometimes, as in 5:11, it means the goal of God’s loving, wise purposes, and the achievement of them as in 1 Cor 15:24; 1 Tim 1:5; 1 Pet 1:9. Cp Teleios in 1:4, 17, 25; 3:2. Not just that in the end Job had received twice what he had lost in family and possessions. The important “end” was that Job had learned to know God much more fully, and God has used the record of Job’s experience to teach truths, and be a comfort and blessing, to those bewildered by the sufferings of life, and so helped them on towards the blessedness of confidence in God which Job himself gained. 

the Lord is VERY PITIFUL/full of compassion– Polusplagchnos- Very compassionate. From Polus- Many, much. Splaghnon– Bowels, intestines. So, “feeling churned up inside with concern.” The word emphasises that fact that God isn’t an impersonal blessing machine – He personally cares about each of His children, Ps 103:8-14. and OF TENDER mercy- Oiktirmos- Family, household mercies Lk 6:35. Oiktirmos, is used in Rom 12:1; 2 Cor 1:3; Phil 2:1; Col 3:12; Heb 10:28. Christians who persevere in fellowship with the Lord Jesus in the face of suffering are blessed by that fellowship being strengthened and made richer eternally. They are encouraged to persevere by being reminded of God’s character, and the experience of Job etc. Keep praying, trusting, obeying, whatever happens. 

5:12 Above all THINGS my BRETHREN/brothers, do not swear.. by heaven.. by earth.. or by ANY OTHER OATH/anything else 
 Let your Yes, be Yes and your No be No– Say what you mean and keep your promises. This quotes Mt 5:33-37 bit it’s not clear why it’s quoted here. It could be relevant to being slow to speak in anger, not following the world’s wisdom, or avoiding boastful talk or hypocrisy. Or of rashly calling on God, or something of His Creation to witness to our statement, when as in 4:13 it’s our own plans, and we can’t generally be that sure of what we’re stating, as we know so little, and can’t guarantee the future. But it’s probably linked with our need to be patient under persecution. Persecuted people may face extra pressure to use oaths to support their statements made in defence of their position. FALL INTO/you will be CONDEMNATION/condemned- Hupokrisis– under judgment. (The majority of Greek Texts have Eis Hupo krisin- Into hypocrisy. If that’s the correct text James is warning against religious hypocrisy.)

5:13-20 Strength to Continue in God’s Fellowship & Service

5:13 Is ANY/anyone AMONG/of you AFFLICTED/in trouble- Kakopatheo- To suffer hardship, trouble, as in 2 Tim 2:3, 5; 4:5. LET HIM/he should pray- Turn to God in Prayer – talk over everything with Him. Cast your burden on the Lord and He will sustain you, Ps 55:22. Our emotions need an outlet or they fester. If our chosen outlet in trouble is grumbling and complaining we make ourselves, and those around us miserable. If we pray, we open our hearts and minds to God and He can always cope with bearing the burden of them. And He will help us to react to the adverse circumstances in ways that will use them for good. Asking Christian friends to pray with us is often helpful to us, but asking them to keep secrets, or too often share our distresses may place them under unfair strain. We can safely unburden ourselves to God fully about all things and at all times, Gen 16:13, and as 1:2-3 assures us God will give us (on His own terms) the needed wisdom to live to His glory. 

Is ANY/anyone MERRY/happy– Euthumeo- To feel fine, be cheerful. let him sing PSALMS/songs of praise- Turn to God in thankfulness and sing thanksgiving to Him. Settle your happiness firmly in the Lord and in relation to Him. Happiness left unrelated to God easily becomes dangerous folly. Sing praises to God and get the blessing He intended to come from your happy situation.

5:14 Is ANY/anyone sick- Astheneo. Weak, often because of sickness, whether physical mental, emotional or spiritual. 
 (Nosos is the specific Greek word for disease. Mt 4:23; 24; 8:17; 9:35; 10:1; Mk 1:34; 3:15; Lk 4:40; 6:17; 7:21; 9:1; Acts 19:12. ) As James has been discussing the problem of quarrelling in the church he may be speaking of weakness-sickness that’s the result of sinful attitudes towards fellow Believers, as in 1 Cor 11:28-31, as confession of sin (and presumably putting things right) is mentioned next. We see from Hezekiah’s fig poultice, 2 Ki 20:7, and 1 Tim 5:23 that medical treatment such as adding wine to water to kill bacteria is the right action with some Astheneia. Going to a Doctor, using medical treatment is quite appropriate when asking God to heal. In a very real sense all healing is from God and we should ask Him for it and thank Him for it. M. Dubois, a famous French surgeon, summed the situation up as “The Surgeon dresses the wound, God heals it.” 

As long as we are in these bodies, we groan, suffer sickness and the other consequences of living in bodies and human natures, inherited from rebel, fallen, Adam, Rom 8:23. The fact that we are in the loving care of our Father in Heaven doesn’t mean that all sickness is contrary to God’s will, or that we have the right to demand that God heal us. Note Job 2:3-7; Jn 9:1-3; 2 Cor 12:1-10; 3 Jn 1:1-2. It is God’s will that we, His children, turn to Him in our every need, place ourselves in His hands and ask His help. If in a specific case it is God’s will to heal, He may make those who pray aware of that, and He is delighted when they in faith take up His offer of healing, and claim it by believing faith. (For those who want to study all that Scripture says on the subject, the Booklet “Sickness, Health & Healing” will be sent free on request.) 

LET HIM/He should call FOR the elders- Presbuteros Elder. (The basis for the English word “Presbyterian.” The Jewish synagogue was ruled by elders and so were local congregations of the Christian Church, Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23; 16:4; 20:17; 21:18; 1 Tim 5:1, 17, 19; Titus 1:5; 1 Pet 5:1, 5; 2 Jn 1:1; 3 Jn 1:1. As the elders supervised the work of the local church they are also called Overseers- Episkopos. (Bishops in KJV) Acts 20:28; Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:7. There were several “Bishops” in a local church. Our Lord is called that in 1 Pet 2:25. (As the gift of healings, 1 Cor 12:9 was functioning in the early church , and it doesn’t say call in a Healer, or go to someone gifted in healing, this gives no support to the idea that we should do that.)

of the church– Ekklesia- Called-out group or company. The people that God has called out from the rest of the population, to be His people, and who in response to that Gospel call have received Christ by Faith, and live in Him. Cp 1 Cor 12:13. We’re to also turn to God in prayer as Astheneo is also trouble, 5:13, go to the Doctor, etc. But one effect of sickness is often that it warps one's thinking so to talk things over with older, more experienced Believers helps us to see things as they are and act accordingly.

LET THEM/to pray over him, ANOINTING/and anoint– Aleipho- To pour or rub oil - sometimes perfumed - on the body. Aleipho is used in Mt 6:17; 16:1; Lk 7:38, 46; Jn 11:2; 12:3. The only time Aleipho is used in connection with miracles is Mt 6:17. (A different word, Chrio- To anoint a King, priest, etc, is used in Lk 4:18; Acts 4:17; 10:38; 2 Cor 1:21; Heb 1:9,  Epichrio- in Jn 9:6, 11, Egchrio in Rev 3:18.) him with oil in the name of the Lord- Some say this is to symbolise the Holy Spirit, or to give the sick person a symbol of help being given and received, but we would expect James to use Chrio for that. Some say using Aleipho suggests that the oil was to be rubbed on the body for medical benefits as the Good Samarian did, but Epicheo is used in Lk 10:34. The Greek Physician Galen, Philo the Jewish philosopher and Pliny the Roman historian refer to the medical use of olive oil. 

5:15 And the prayer- Prayer involves our putting ourselves, circumstances, future, etc into God's hands so that His will may be done - God has not promised to do anything for anyone except on those terms. Believers may need the help of Elders in understanding, and doing this, and repentance of sin, forgiveness and the putting right of wrongs is required for “righteous” prayer, 5:14. OF/offered in faith– Some people think the ability to pray in faith, is a gift God gives, and which people are free to use whenever they wish to. But what the Bible says is that to pray in faith we need to be abiding in Christ, Jn 15:7-10, to know that what we ask for is God’s will, and to be sure that we want His will to be done, 1:5-8; Rom 6:14-23. Elijah knew that drought was a promised consequence of idolatry, Deu 11:16-17, etc. It seems from the Bible record, 1 Ki 17:1, that Elijah rightly judged that a drought was God’s will at this time, and the verses that follow show that God confirmed this – and, 18:1, set the time for the confrontation that ended it. The lack of rain on Israel was “Healed” after Israel had in repentance confessed that the Lord was indeed their God.

SAVE/make well –Sozo – To save, heal, make well, physically, as in Mt 8:25; 9:21, 22; 14:30, etc. Or spiritually as in Mt 1:21; 18:11; 19:25, etc. the sick– Kamno To be sick, faint, weary, as in Heb 12:3; Rev 2:3. LXX has it in Job 10:1. These verses refer to a state of discouragement, feeling of inability to carry on because of physical sickness, weakness, mental and emotional depression, and weariness of spirit. Spiritual discouragement isn’t unusual, and we Christians shouldn’t be content to drift along in helpless uselessness. Putting ourselves into God's hands, in fellowship with the Elders, with a view to His granting healing requires us to be willing to do God's will ourselves, and allow God's will to be done to us, 1:5-8. 

AND the Lord SHALL/will raise him up- It’s the Lord’s work, but the sick-weak Believer did his part by calling in the elders. Together in the presence of God they discussed the situations frankly, so as to understand it from God’s point of view. When they were satisfied that there was nothing in his life that would be a barrier to God’s restoring him, they anointed him with oil and asked God to restore him to health and usefulness.

If he has committed sins– Hamartia- A sin, or offence, against God or man. It’s used 176 times in the NT. THEY SHALL BE forgiven/him- Healing and forgiveness of sin are linked in Mt 9:2-7. Much sickness is Psycho-somatic - i.e. both mind and body are involved. Fear, anger, rebellion, jealousy, resentment, depression, despair, etc, have a crippling effect on minds, emotions, and bodies. With the encouragement of the elders the man would have confessed his sin, righted any wrongs, and claimed forgiveness and cleansing as in 1 Jn 1:7-9. There are many situations when shepherd care could be a real help to those sick in body, mind, or heart but help can't be "turned on and off on demand." I confess that I’ve always been reluctant to be involved in such matters. Perhaps that is cowardice and unbelief, but it doesn’t seem simple to me. As I see it: It requires something of the requesting one - A rebellious, difficult Teen-aged Bible Class member once challenged me saying "I've not been well lately, Elders are supposed to anoint and pray for the sick. Would you do that for me if I asked you to?” My reply was "I couldn't refuse - but you realise that we would need to discuss with you any sin/ any disobedience to God that might be affecting you." I was given a sheepish grin, and the subject was dropped. It requires something of the Elders – It’s the prayer of a righteous man - one who has put his own life into God's hands with a view to doing God's will - that's effective.

5:16 Therefore confess your FAULTS/sins– Paraptoma- [RT]- Transgression, trespass, (against God or man) a sin, in the sense of a stepping out of the right path. [Nes] Hamartia- The common word for sin. To ONE ANOTHER/each other- Allelon- Mutually, one to another, promoting a sense of fellowship in the normal problems and challenges of the Christian’s life and what we have learned of God’s help from Scripture, and the Spirit’s guidance. Or, as in Mt 5:23-25; 18:15-20, specifically restoring fellowship by each admitting the faults on their side which caused the rift between them. Cp Prov 28:13. This is very different from the religious tradition of “Confessing” sins to a priest. And it doesn’t mean telling everyone all our past sins – that would often have cruel and tragic consequences. It is our mutual trespasses – the things that have given offence to each other, Heb 12:14-15, that need to be confessed, put right, and fellowship restored, not left to fester, defile and discourage the congregation of God’s people on earth, and faced at the Judgment seat of Christ, when it is too late to rectify the situation. 

And pray ONE FOR ANOTHER/each other so that you may be healed- Iaomai– To be healed, made whole, physically or spiritually as in Mt 8:8; 13:15; etc. When we have wronged others we must confess that to them and put it right promptly, Mt 5:24-26, and if they have wronged us, help them to put things right with us, Mt 18:15-20. But apart from that there is at times a mutual benefit, in discussing problems with a suitable, mature person – in the Lord’s presence broken-hearted because of our sin and failure, and eager, to be done with it. Praying for each other, and so strengthening one another in the Lord. I believe that what James says is relevant to both the individual and the collective Church situation. Mutual confession, repentance and forgiveness by those involved in the sins mentioned in 3:14; 4:1-3, 8-11, could end the bitterness and strife, and lead to the healing of relationships in the church. This would bring the people into a right relationship with God and remove hindrances to prayer, 1 Pet 3:7, and free the Holy Spirit, Eph 4:3, 30; 1 Th 5:19, to work blessing among them. (Talking of our sins in public or in private has the opposite effect. Our human Nature is eager to boast about how bad we have been and how wonderfully different we now are. Talking of sin, without being ashamed of sin and forsaking it, hardens us in sin.) 

The EFFECTUAL- Energeo- To be active, work efficiently, energetically, mightily. Energeo is used in Mt 14:2; Rom 7:5; 1 Cor 12:6, 11; 2 Cor 1:6; 4:12; Gal 2:8; 3:5; 5:6; Eph 2:2; 3:20; Phil 2:13; 1 Th 2:13, etc. FERVENT– Ischuo- Powerful. prayer of a righteous - Dikaois - (“man” is added) Righteous in the sense of a man living in a right relation to God, living in fellowship with God, as in Mt 1:19; 10:41; 13:17. Dikaois is used in Col 4:1 of masters who treat their workers fairly; and of Christ as the JUST One, 5:6; Acts 3:14; 7:52; 22:14. Apart from Him, there is in a sense no one who is righteous, Rom 3:10, except those made righteous in Christ by Faith in Christ, Rom 3:26; 5:19. But neither Scripture, nor experience of life, promise that everyone made righteous by receiving God’s grace in the Gospel has an automatic right to answered prayer. Those made righteous by faith, and living a righteous life by faith (The just shall live by Faith) are those who will ask in fellowship with God, - ask in His name - for things that He is eager to give them, and they will receive what they ask for, Jn 15:7-10. This is effective, powerful praying. AVAILETH MUCH/and effective– Ischuo- To have or to use power that works effectively. 
5:17-18 ELIAS/Elijah was a man SUBJECT TO LIKE PASSIONS AS WE ARE/just like us– Homoiopathes- Having the same emotions or feelings. (From extreme confidence at Carmel to extreme despair soon after.) A man like us with human frailties, who felt about events much as we do. He prayed earnestly that it MIGHT/would not rain– This may be assumed from 1 Ki 17:1; 18:36-37, 41-46. And it did not rain..  for three and a half years– 1 Ki 17 and 18. Again he prayed, the heavens gave rain, the earth BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT/produced crops- Judging from the Scripture record, this wasn’t specifically promised, though obviously implied by except at your word. Acting in faith on what God had told him Elijah organised the confrontation on Mt Carmel, claimed God’s promise by asking for a sign. And then by faith he judged that Israel’s response was such that God would end the drought by sending rain and clinch the impact of Israel’s response to the sign God had given by sending fire that day. 

5:19-20 BRETHRE/My brothers, if ANY/one of you DO ERR/should wander - Planao- to wander, be deceived, as in 1:16; Mt 18:12, 13; 22:29; 24:4-5, 11, 24, etc. Christians seldom deliberately rebel against God and against what they know of His will But our human natures are such that we are easily deceived, or deceive ourselves, 1:16; Jer 17:9, so all us may at times wander off from truth into error, or simply from obedient fellowship with the Lord in doing what we are learning from His Word, 1:22-25; 4:17. (In relation to partiality, 2:1-9, speech, 3:1-15, the wisdom we live by, 3:14-4:8, gossip and slander, 4:11, etc.). As all of us are at risk of wandering we all need, in the spirit of 5:16; Mt 7:1-5; Gal 6:1-9; 2 Tim 2:22-25, to be willing to help anyone who seems to be wandering. Those not yet converted may wander from the path leading to saving faith and life in Christ. When James wrote there were many Jews who were willing to admit that God may have sent Jesus, Acts 5:33-39, and others further along the true path and prepared to follow Jesus as Messiah or prophet within Judaism, but not yet knowing Him as the crucified, risen Son of God, who having granted eternal life is to be followed gladly even when driven out of the Jewish fold, Heb 6:4-6; 10:32-39; 2 Pet 2:20-21. 

And someone should CONVERT/bring him back- Epistrepho- To Turn or bring back, etc as in Mt 9:22; 10:13; 13:15; 24:18; Lk 1:16, etc. LET HIM KNOW Remember this HE WHICH CONVERTETH/turns THE/a sinner from the error.. SHALL/will save A SOUL/him from death- That won’t make headlines in the News, but it will mean life, in fellowship with God, not death for that man in some sense. For Jews and others who turn from the path leading to saving Faith in Jesus God’s Son, crucified, risen and ascended, the death is the second death, Rev 21:8. For the Christian who wanders it is physical death, 1 Cor 11:30, or the “death”- loss of all that he has done motivated by the Flesh/human nature not by the Spirit, Rom 8:1-17; 1 Cor 3:10-15; Gal 5:16-25; 6:7-10; Phil 3:17-21.

SHALL HIDE/cover over– Kalupto- To cover or hide, as in Mt 8:24; 10:26; Lk 8:16; 23:30; 2 Cor 4:3; 1 Pet 4:8. a multitude of sins– His sins in erring will be forgiven, cleansed away, as well as those he would have committed if he hadn’t been restored from error. Sins that are repented of and confessed are covered by the death of Christ who bore them in His body on the tree. He has covered them from the Judgment sight of God, Ps 103:12; Micah 7:19; Heb 8:12. Instead of talking about past sins that have been repented of, confessed, forgiven, cleansed and forgotten by God, they are then the be covered and hidden by the deliberate choice of fellow-believers. This breaks to chains of past failure and sets us all free to concentrate on the future, 1 Cor 6:9-11; Phil 3:12-14. (The process of Mt 18 is designed to give minimum publicity) and we must make every endeavour to cover scandal from the world, except in cases where it IS ALREADY a public scandal – 1 Cor 5 - in which the best way to cover it is by public discipline and rectification. 

McDonald sums up James; message as:-Turn to God in every testing situation with single-minded desire to know God and do His will. True faith is displayed in practical living in the way we treat everyone as loved neighbours – rich and poor. We are, according to the wisdom God gives, to live lives loyal to Him, not quarrelling with our fellow servants, or living in greedy selfishness or arrogant self-sufficiency. Finally to avoid error isn’t enough, we must be concerned to turn each other back from error.

Corrections or Criticism with a view to Improvement are welcomed.
[As I’m 82 years, increasing confusion of mind, clumsiness of hand & poorer eyesight, make errors more frequent – please forgive them - 2 Cor 8:12 is a comfort, as always.]

E.Read.  32.5.07.
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Mr E. Read,
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72   Rose St,
Christchurch, 8024.
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Much of this material is available on "the Web" - http://www.linwoodbiblechapel.org.nz
(They will forward to me any messages sent to me.)

I will be delighted for anyone to make use of any of this material in any way that will honour our Lord & Saviour:
� James Letter demonstrates the principle Paul stated of being all things to all men in order to save some. His use of words like Brethren, the Lord, the Coming of the Lord, that worthy name by which you are called made sense equally to Jews and Christians. James refers to Jesus in 1:1 as Lord and Master - James is His servant-slave. Cp Gal 1:10. Christ is the Glory of God - The visible expression of the presence of God, 2:1. Christ is the righteous victim - the Just One, 5:6, slain by the rich. Christ is the coming Judge and King, 5:7-8. But the Epistle says nothing of His incarnation and Being, His life, death, resurrection and ascension. And nothing of the descent of the Holy Spirit, eternal life, or of the Church. In this it’s more like the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, than Paul’s Epistles.


� Cp the rich young ruler who claimed to have kept all the Law. The Lord tested this claim by suggesting that the young man give all his wealth to his poor neighbours (who he professed to love as he loved himself). The man’s response showed that he was unwilling to back up his Faith by works that expressed it in action. Jews had Faith in their special position in God’s sight that resulted from their relationship with Abraham, Mt 3:9-12; Lk 3:8; 16:23-31; Jn 8:39-40, and their covenant with God expressed in circumcision and keeping some of the Law – food Laws, etc. James challenges this Faith saying it must be tested by its practical results – did they show partiality? Concern for widows and orphans? Cp Paul’s challenge in Rom 2:17-29. 


� Some make a clear distinction between the Testings that inevitably happen to all Christians. While living in God’s will we fall into them – they just happen, and temptations to do evil, 1:13-15. There is a sense in which this is true, but our Lord was living in the will of God when He faced temptation. And in any testing we may be tempted to rebellion, self-reliant boastful defiance, or cowardly giving in, Mt 26:34-35; 1 Cor 10:12-13; Heb 12:5. We should accept them humbly from God’s hands, and seek His wisdom, grace and power to go through them in fellowship with Him. We should do all we can to avoid situations which expose us to temptations which come to us through our own desires when we have failed to be dead to the Flesh. We must beware of grumbling, 1 Cor 10:10 and view them as challenges to growth in Christ, Heb 12:11.


There is a difference of emphasis but there are common features in all the testing challenges we all face in life. God doesn’t set up situations with the goal of getting us to sin. The desire to do evil doesn’t come from God, although His commandment as in Gen 2: 9; Ex 20 sets the stage by forbidding it. In 2:1, there was nothing evil about the entry of a rich man and a poor man, but their response was a sin which called for a rebuke - Their failure to obey the command “Love neighbour as self,” was a breach of Law, alongside murder and adultery, although it is far less obviously so. In every option we face, the choice we make, either honours God by our doing what we know or believe is His will, or we sin by failing to do it, 4:17. Cp Rom 14:23.


� Diakrino can also mean to make judgements, as in Mt 16:3; 1 Cor 6:5; 11:29, 31; 14:29, to treat people differently, as in Acts15:9; Jas 2:4; Jude 1:22, to be different, as in 1 Cor 4:7, or to argue, as in Acts 11:2; Jude 1:9 – none of those seem to suit here. 


� Aparche is used in LXX Gen 1:1 for Re’shith- Beginning. It’s used in Rom 8:23 of us having the Spirit as a� pledge of full redemption. Rom 11:16 says that as the Aparche (First Jewish converts?) is holy the  lump (of Israel?) is holy. In Rom 16:5; 1 Cor 16:15, uses Aparche of the first converts resulting from Paul’s preaching the Gospel in a region. In Rev 14:4 the 144, 000 will be firstfruits of a harvest to God.. (The fact that the Firstborn belonged to God, Ex 4:22; 11:1-5; 13:2; 22:29; Num 3:12-50, is relevant to the special status of the Aparche.





� Of course, if your heart is as deceitful, Jer 17:9, as mine is, it will assure you that you are not angry, just upset, distressed at the insult to our Lord, etc, (Num 11:27-29; Josh 22:9-34; Mk 9:38-40; Lk 9:52-56.); but the effect is the same – your upset, distress, will upset and distress the other person, and the effect will be harmful. If our doctrine is pure, that’s good, but only if it’s peaceable Jas 3:17-4:1. A wide understanding of God’s truth, is useless unless expressed in love, 1 Cor 13:2. 


� The OT Law was as perfect as an external set of rules could be, Rom 7:12, but it had to dictate to them as slaves or young children incapable of intelligent, heart-involved commitment to God and His will, Gal 3:19-4:7. Deu 5:29 records that when God gave them the Law He lamented that there wasn’t in them a heart desire to fellowship with Him. God had to deal with them through Moses the Mediator, the priests and sacrifices, inadequate as they were, Heb 10:1-23, as full, free fellowship became possible only with the Gospel New Birth, 1:18; Jn 1:12-13; 3:2-16; Rom 8:2-3. Paul sets this out clearly in 2 Cor 3:2-18, etc. James is more cautious, and in the spirit of 2 Tim 2:23-26, James sows a seed of Gospel truth by talking about the Law that gives Freedom. If, like the Pharisees, the “Law” they were committed to didn’t set them free to fellowship with God, it wasn’t perfect. Commitment to God’s “Law” required them to move on into the “Law” that was God’s perfect, full and final provision for their need in Christ, Rom 8:1-16, Heb 1:1-3, etc. 


� The freedom to live in this world as the sons of God in happy fellowship with Him is stated clearly in Rom 8:1-16. It is a mirror that shows those who look into it carefully the “dirt” – things in their life not conforming to the will of God, so that they can be washed off, and the mirror in which we gaze at Christ and are transformed. It’s the ”light” in which men can walk with God and have fellowship with Him and each other, Jn 12:35-36; 1 Jn 1:3-9. 


� Some imagine that James is teaching that Christians must keep the Law in order to be pleasing to God. He is writing to Jews to whom the Law had been all-important, and also inadequate, unsatisfactory, Heb 9-10. Certainly no one can please God by going against the rules He gave in His Law, but as the Lord did in Mt 22:39; and Paul did in Rom 13 James centres their attention on love your neighbour which in Christ breaks out of slavery to the external rules of Law into spirit empowered eternal life, Christ in the Believer. James is content to hint at this by using words like The glorious name by which you are called. Law of Liberty: Mercy triumphs over Law. It was Paul who was called to spell out the details of the way salvation is given, received and lived out, as in Rom 6:14; 7:4-6; 2 Cor 3:7-11; Gal 2:19; 3:13, 21-25; 1 Tim 1:8-9; Heb 10:7-14. Paul’s Gospel was the only Gospel, Gal 1:6-9. It was given to him directly by the risen Lord Jesus, Gal 1:11-12. Peter and James agreed that it was true and commended Paul to continue preaching it to the Gentiles while they preached it to the Jews, Gal 2:9. That differences of behaviour and attitudes towards aspects of the Law were permissible is seen in Acts 15 and Rom 14, but it was essentially a gospel of God’s grace in Christ offering salvation to all who believed. God’s Gospel of salvation and eternal life. And repentant sinners receive it and possess it, Jn 3:16, 36. God does not say “If you fail to keep these commandments – at least the important 10 – you will lose your salvation.” He does say By grace you have been saved by faith, not of works, it’s not to your credit, but my purpose in that is that you should live a good and holy life, Eph 2:5-10. He has set us free to do this by His Spirit living in us, Rom 8:1-16, so living that way must now be our goal, and it is natural for those granted life in Christ to live that way, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Gal 3:22-29; Phil 2:1-16; 2 Tim 2:19; 2 Pet 1:2-14; 1 Jn 1:3-9; 3:1-3. etc. As Believers we are not under the Law of Bondage, but under the law of Liberty, that sets us free. Not free to sin, but free to do what is right and pleasing to God, Gal 5:13-14. We don’t do God’s will in order to be saved, but do it because we are saved, not out of fear of punishment but out of love for the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us, Gal 2:20.


� It’s possible for people to adopt the visible lifestyle of the Godly, and rely on their works – their visible lifestyle, without really knowing God or belonging to Him. That hypocrisy/play-acting, acting the part of a Christian is tragic for them, as it may prevent their conversion. But the hypocrisy of those who profess Faith in Christ, and continue to live a godless lifestyle, is more tragic- It exposes them to ridicule by the world, and God and His people share that ridicule. And as they consider they are qualified for Heaven by “Faith in Christ,” they’re dooming themselves to hell. Shallow “Gospel” campaigns can mass-produce such “Plastic imitation Christians” who have signed decision cards. A plastic flower, by its appearance “says” to those who look at it “I am a flower.” But the fact that it doesn’t act like one – change, grow, etc. means that in spite of what its appearance says we know that it isn’t! 


� Perhaps the words below, which I wrote in 1975,may be relevant. 


I BELIEVE That GOD, being all HE is, in Wisdom, Holiness, Love, and Power, with His eyes on Eternity CHOSE for US the Heredity and Environment best fitted to enable us to fulfil His purposes and in so doing find our own fulfilment.  I BELIEVE That in thus acknowledging that God is GOD, we must accept ourselves and each other as we are with a view to the fulfilment of His purposes and to encourage one another towards that goal.


I BELIEVE this demands of us that we, envy no-one, despise no-one, flatter no-one, cut no-one down, and take sides with no-one against anyone. And be selfless, disinterested channels of God's encouragement and rebuke to all and sundry, as God's Word and His Spirit direct us....


I BELIEVE that means making no distinction of, race, class, culture, intellect, wealth or personality. Rejoicing with those who rejoice, weeping with those who weep, doing good to all, especially to those of the household of Faith, acting towards each with God's Love and God's loving purpose, for HE is no respecter of persons, (Jas 2:1-13.) And he that despises those who are in any way poor, reproaches their Maker. (Prov 14:21, 31.) I BELIEVE our ownership and use, of money, possessions, time, and human contacts should be over-ruled to gain the maximum of blessing for all. Rejoicing in the riches of fellowship with Him, and in Him  we should part lightly and promptly with all that hinders.


� Earthly wisdom is driven by pride and selfish desire to see others as rivals to be beaten, humiliated, criticised in order to be seen as more loyal to God and Scripture, more worthy of praise and financial support. It casts doubt on their morals and motives, queries their successes and is eager to spread any unfavourable reports about them. When in defiance of 4:11 a Christians speaks evil of another, his tongue is set on fire by hell – as an accuser of them, Rev 12:10 - his wisdom is demonic and it achieves the Devils purpose of discouraging, dividing and defiling God’s flock. 


� All Truth and Love is of God, 1:17. Error and Lack of love are of Satan, 1 Jn 3:1-4:21. When God’s people are seriously concerned for God’s Truth, Satan, as Angel of Light, moves preachers to attack those whose interpretation of any Scripture is different from their own, or who use a different Bible translation, or a different form of church organisation. They argue that to have any fellowship with such people is sinful compromise, allows error to put its foot in the door, and that will destroy God’s work. They twist 2 Cor 6:14-7:1 to make it mean that God requires us to have nothing to do with any child of God who doesn’t “follow us,” Lk 9:49-50 and must discredit their work and discourage them. (Jobs friends felt like that, Job 15:10.) Their lack of love devalued their message, 1 Cor 13:1-3, and raised fears that discouraged us from Faith that if we obeyed God and spoke the truth in love, Eph 4:11-16, to all men in the spirit of 2 Tim 2:20-26, God would keep His promises, correct each of us and build His Church. Many, wearied by such loveless preaching of truth, turned from it only to be trapped by Satan’s alternative “Angel of Light” lie, that indifference to truth is “Christian Love,” and that it doesn’t matter what anyone believes as long as they are sincere. James assures us that both extremes are nonsense! 


� Long ago at a local Assembly one woman was keen on fresh air, and would get her husband to open windows. Her rival had a fear of draughts and would get her husband to close them again. The first woman would whisper to her husband that she would faint for lack of fresh air if he didn’t open the windows again. When he did her rival would whisper to hers that she was catching a cold and he must close them. Both supported their demands by saying he should love her enough to protect her health to not mind any embarrassment, and that as he was more important in the Assembly than her rival’s husband surely everyone else would agree that he had the right to decide whether windows should be open or not. The assembly broke apart as a result. I’ve been told that another Assembly broke apart because when they gathered for worship one man spent his time watching his rival, and as soon as he saw him take up his hymnbook or Bible ready to stand up and speak, he would announce a hymn so as to block him. In view of Isa 1:11-19, it is easy for us to see why Paul said a gathering did more harm than good, 1 Cor 11:17. My only justification for repeating these disgraceful stories is that we need to beware of our own tendency towards asserting our “rights.” 


� It’s natural for us to say “I’m a successful business man, so insist that this church be run as a successful business is run, and God deserves the best business methods.” Or “I’m a skilled teacher so insist the teaching programme.. I’m a good PR man.. A Culture expert.. etc.” All of these are adopting the world’s attitudes, the world’s priorities, methods etc. God can use the skills He gifted us with, Ps 139, and the experiences of training that He has granted to us, but for this we must submit ourselves to God, and resist the Devil’s assurance that our gifts and training give us the right to direct the church in the way that seems best to us.


� The modern world delights in publicising real or imagined scandals about those recorded in history as being good or noble as this makes people more comfortable with their own scandalous lives or those of their friends. And take particular pleasure in publicising aspects of the lives of those God has used that discredit them in the eyes of the modern world. E.g. Samuel Marsden is credited with being the first person to preach the Gospel in NZ. A local Teachers’ College lecturer delighted in referring to Marsden as “the Flogging Parson of Parematta.” Flogging was a routine punishment inflicted by the justice system. Marsden was chaplain to the Convict settlement at Sydney. He accepted appointment as a Magistrate reluctantly – protesting that the roles of Magistrate and Chaplain clashed. But at that time the only other possible magistrates were the often brutal military officers in charge of the prisoners. That the world delights in scandal mongering is not surprising, considering who their master is. But it’s tragic that those who profess to be devoted to God, the Bible, and the work of God so often disgrace their Master by spreading – from the pulpit, in books, or on web-sites - slanders about any of His servants who differ with them.


� The knowledge that they had chosen to fill their hearts and minds with enjoyment of their wealth and possessions and ignored God, and the needs of their neighbours will add to the permanent, inescapable miseries of the godless rich, Lk 16:24. We who are children of God, will experience burning shame and deep regret if we have squandered the wealth He entrusted to us on luxurious living instead of using it in love for God and our neighbour. Including the spread of the Gospel, and the making it more acceptable to those who have had their natural needs met by people who have done so out of the  compassion of God’s love being poured into their heart by the Spirit of God, Rom 5:5. Cp Mt 5:16; Lk 16:9; 2 Cor 9:1-15; 1 Pet 2:12, and the contrast in Phil 3:17:21; 1 Tim 5:6. We associate rust with neglected, unused machinery, and badly used, or unused wealth loses its value. If we say “Gold doesn't rust or corrode.” James says "Yes it does, it corrodes human nature and character. It poisons consciences, eats away compassion, honesty, men's sense of right and wrong.”


� The Bible never condemns people for being rich, and material riches as well as spiritual riches can be a blessing from the Lord, but both are stewardships we must be ready to give account of. And both are a potential source of temptation, Ps 62:10; 1 Tim 6:9. A modern example of blind folly in hoarding wealth was a Chinese Kuomintang general who was caught with a quarter of ton of gold  - it was the unpaid wages for his soldiers who surrendered as soon as the Communists attacked.


� I knew a hard-working Godly Farmer who at 65 years of age accepted his son's suggestion and transferred the farm to him to save death duties later. Owning the farm set the son free to become lazy and self-indulgent - and as a result he dropped dead while his father was still alive!


� It’s reasonable to assume that James isn’t condemning solemn oaths that are sincerely uttered in the conscious presence of God, and related to things of God – such as a man’s oath before the Lord, Ex 22:11, Christ’s oath before Caiaphas, Mt 26:63-64; or Paul’s, Rom 1:9. James is condemning people casually using God’s name or of something in His Creation to try to get people to believe they are speaking the truth. Any use of God’s name risks breaking the command to not use it in vain – for empty purposes, Ex 20:7. Examples of foolish, sinful swearing are given in 1 Sam 14:44; 2 Sam 19:13; 1 Ki 19:2; 2 Ki 6:31. 


� Astheneo and the related word Astheneia- Weakness, infirmity, are used of sickness or the weakness associated with sickness in Mt 10:8; 23:36; Mk 6:56; 8:17; Lk 4:40; 5:15; 7:10; 8:2; 9:2; 13:11, 12; Jn 4:40; 5:5, 6, 7; 6:2; 11:1, 2, 3, 4, 6; Acts 9:31; 11:12; 28:9; Gal 4:13; Phil 2: 26, 27; 1 Tim 5:23; 2 Tim 4:20. Astheneo and Astheneia are used of weakness that’s not the direct result of sickness (often it’s spiritual weakness) in Acts 20:35; Rom 4:19; 6:19; 8:3, 11, 12, 26; 14:1, 2, 21; 1 Cor 2:3; 8:9, 11, 12; 9:22; 11:30; 15:43; 2 Cor 10:10; 11:4, 29, 30; 12:5, 9, 10; 13:3, 4,9; Heb 4:15; 5:2; 7:28; 11:34. As it’s so rarely used of ordinary sickness in the epistles, it may not mean that in James.


� James doesn’t point to Elijah’s example to urge us to get ourselves "Psyched up" into Faith and demand that God do something and stick to that demand until He does. He is urging us to live by His Word. 1:19-23; in God’s presence, 3:13, and be deeply concerned that His will be done, and by faith rely on God to keep His promises, The drought was God’s idea, and Elijah was commissioned to pass news of that on. James urges us to follow Elijah’s example, not that we set up a confrontation with our Government saying they’ll have no rain until they return to God – he suggests something less dramatic.
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