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INTRODUCTION

Author– Ezekiel. We know nothing of him apart from what is in this book. His name means God is Strong, God strengthens or the Strength of God. This fits well with his message which speaks of God’s Glory, His sovereign rule, and that this means that He cannot tolerate defilement, unfaithfulness etc among His people for whom He has shown such love and has proclaimed such high purposes. The revelations given to Ezekiel unfold God’s ongoing involvement in all that concerns His people and other nations in relation to Israel.

Ezekiel’s Circumstances. Exiled by Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Ki 24:14. He lived in relative freedom in his own house, 3:24; 8:1, with his wife, 24:15-18. (The Government may have granted the exiles the right to have priests free to handle their religious requirements as in 2 Ki 17:27-28.) He shows a wide knowledge of the past history of Israel and their dealings with other nations. As a priest cut off from the God’s Temple he couldn’t offer sacrifices so he functioned as a Teaching Priest, 2 Chr 15:3. In this role he showed concern for things which were the concern of a priest – Ritual uncleanness, and restoration to cleanness and fitness to fellowship with God, worship and offering sacrifices. Above all else he shows a sound grasp of the big issue between God and Israel – The high privileges granted to her and God’s provision for Israel and her persistent thanklessness and unfaithfulness. God must punish this severely and that Israel’s only hope lay in the grace of God bringing them to repentance AFTER ensuring that their persistent sin brought them the poverty and misery that justice required. 

Historical Setting- Jerusalem was under its last King, 2 Ki 24:8-20. In a few years God's people would all be in exile, or an oppressed, leaderless people in the land He had promised to give them. 
 Babylon would be boasting that their God Marduk had conquered the gods of the nations, as Babylon had conquered their kings. It would seem as if that was true. Ezekiel needed to see something of the irresistible Glory of God and His purposes. How what was happening fitted in with God's purposes. The nature of the sin and judgment of God's people, and their future blessing and glory. We too live among a people of God who have failed miserably in many ways. We too are surrounded by a world that is in rebellion against God, and is under Judgment that may fall at any moment. We can learn much from listening to what God has to say to Ezekiel, and applying this to our own circumstances.

Literary Features. Prophetic messages are often written as poetry. Poetry uses picture language and symbols. These catch our attention and give us hints that help us to understand things beyond our rational understanding. It’s impossible for any human mind to understand much about God, His ways and His purposes. Factual statements in prose can’t do this. Poetry opens the mind to a wider, deeper understanding and appreciation of God and His purposes.

Central Theme and Message - God is Sovereign and as He has unlimited wisdom and power He is free to judge, and free to show mercy, and He will fulfil His eternal purposes. All that He does is done in accordance with His Holiness, Righteousness, and Love. The revelation of God shows that any shallow idea that we could get Him to accept our ideas of worship, or happy living is foolish. Our blessing and eternal happiness depend on our knowing God, Jn 17:3. Throughout the book God expresses His determination that He will become better known by Israel, and the other nations – 70 times He states that the purpose of His actions is They will know I am the Lord. 
For the first 7 years of Ezekiel’s ministry (593-586BC) recorded in chapters 1-24, he had the unpleasant task of warning the exiles against the hopes raised by false prophets that the exiles would soon return to an undamaged, functioning Jerusalem and Temple. The shallow view of God’s honour requiring that this would happen, had to be countered with steady teaching about the horrible nature of Israel’s unfaithfulness to its covenant responsibilities and its persistent turning from God to idols and claiming nominal attention to religious ritual was all that they needed. (Cp the role of Micaiah, 1 Ki 22:9-28, Isaiah, Isa 1:1-16, and Jeremiah, Jer 28:13-14.) God’s Word was that Jerusalem must fall, the temple be destroyed, and its inhabitants go into exile, Jer 29-30. God is Holy Righteous Love who is deeply offended by the persistent idolatry and hypocrisy of Israel that has frustrated His high purposes for them. His covenant with them requires Judgment to fall on Jerusalem as He has had to leave the Temple.

Israel’s situation is hopeless. Spiritually they are dry bones, but God in Sovereign grace will make those bones live. Ezekiel is to take up sentry duty – be a watchman - warning that all sin must be punished, and yet that God is eager for sinners to repent, turn to Him, be forgiven and live. God will make this possible by putting His Spirit in them. The closing chapters assure them that their spiritual needs will be met by a new purified Temple. When their political state is hopeless, God will intervene and destroy the massed armies of their enemies, and they will live righteously under David their Prince. 

The Special contribution Ezekiel makes to Scripture- God has made this message fill a large book so it must be important. Numbers is also a large book, and some people choose to ignore them both as being boring. Ezekiel tempts others to time-wasting speculations about details. I’ve chosen to concentrate attention on verses which seem to me to set out spiritual principles. And reveal what God requires of His people so that He can draw them into the blessedness of having fellowship with Him in fulfilling the wise purposes His love has designed them for. 

To Ezekiel God gives a vivid revelation of His Glory. And on this basis Ezekiel is called to the unique role of patterning the Life and work of God the Son as “Son of Man” – truly human flesh and blood, as well as truly God eternal. Cp Jn 1:1-5, 14, 1 Jn 2:22-23; 4:2-3, 9 Our Lord referred to Himself as Son of Man, about 70 times. Dan 7:13-14 speaks of Him taking up His role of ruling in Glory. About 90 times God uses this title of Ezekiel, as God's agent and witness to the people. And as such so totally identified with God’s sinful people who are suffering under God's Judgment that he has their "Sin laid on him," in symbol, Ezek 4:4-6.

1:1-7:27 God Reveals His Glory & Calls Ezekiel to his role as Son of Man

 (The vision of the glory of God, 1:1-28. Ezekiel called to be God’s agent as Son of Man and equipped to be this. 2:1-3:27. As Son of man Ezekiel is to act in various strange ways that would arouse people’s interest. He was then to explain that these actions demonstrate the twin spiritual realities: God would keep His promises and achieve His purposes for Israel but could not allow their persistent sin to continue. God was intervening in Judgment to wipe out the nation and exile the survivors, 4:1-7:27. God’s people today are assured that in Christ we have a full and final revelation of Himself and His purposes, Heb 1:1-3. We need to pray that we may receive this - We receive it by spending time with God, in prayer and in study of His Word, so that we also realise something of His Glory and Power. We can then take up our work/ witness with adequate confidence, in the face of the indifference and hostility around us. Acts 1:8; 2 Cor 3:15-4:1.)

1:1-3. THE/My Thirtieth year- God launched him into His work at the age Temple duty was taken up, Num 4:3. This was the age at which Joseph Gen 41:46 and our Lord, Lk 3:23, took up their work. The river Kebar– A large canal that took water from the Euphrates River, supplied water to Babylon, and then flowed back into the Euphrates. 

Heaven opened, Mt 3:16; Jn 1:51; Acts 7:56; 10:11; Rev 4:1. Visions of God 8:3; 40:2; Ex 24:10; Num 12:6; Isa 6:2. A precise statement. Cp Daniel Haggai, etc. These are non- normal things and events happening in the physical world, at specific points in secular history and related to them. Ezekiel experienced the harsh reality of life in exile. It was suddenly illuminated by the reality of God’s presence becoming visible. This was a reminder of the reality of His constant, unseen presence, Isa 63:9. Cp Our Lord becoming visible at times during the 40 days after resurrection. Ezekiel didn't use his imagination to think what God might be like. God revealed Himself to him at a specific time and place, in the specific way God chose. No human can find God - God reveals Himself, and we must listen to what He says in His Word. 

Ezekiel = God is Strong, God Strengthens. God made him strong and hard, 3:8-9. Fifth year Jehoiachin’s CAPTIVITY/exile- Events were usually dated from how long the king had reigned. Here it is placed by the king’s exile. In 2 Ki 25:27-30, we read that 32 years after Ezekiel’s vision this king was released from prison, etc. The hand of the LORD was upon him- Appointing and fitting him to speak God’s message, 3:14, 22; 8:1; 33:22; 37:1; 40:1. Cp 1 Sam 10:6; 2 Ki 3:15; Isa 8:11; Jer 15:17. An overpowering experience of direct revelation, Amos 7:14-15; Acts 22:6-21.

1:4-28. God Reveals Something of His Glory & Power

(Ezekiel uses the words Demuth- likeness, as in Gen 1:26-27; 5:3; Isa 40:18, It can mean pattern as it does in 2 Ki 16:10; 2 Chr 4:3.  And Mareh– To have the appearance of, as in Num 9:15-16; Dan 8:15; 10 6; 18; Joel 2:4. LXX translates these by words such as Homioma- To be in some ways like, and Opasis/Optasia- Something seen, an appearance. That 11 of the 22 times Demuth is used in Scripture are in Ezekiel reminds us that it is used poetically to describe similarities and likenesses that can’t be stated precisely as they are beyond human understanding and experience - Something as it appears to human eyes, a vision, as in Luke1:22; 24:23; Acts 26:19.
 No one can see God as He is, 1 Tim 6:16; and no one knows the Father except the Son who revealed Him in human form, Jn 1:14-14:5-14; Heb 1:1-3. What Ezekiel saw was in sense several stages less than this – he saw the appearance, of the likeness of the Glory of God.)

1:4-12. WHIRLWIND/windstorm.. cloud.. FIRE INFOLDING ITSELF/lightning, BRIGHTNESS ABOUT IT/surrounded by brilliant light- Cp Ps 18:10-12. Violent thunderstorms, lightning, whirlwinds, hurricanes, molten metal in a furnace - these make us feel weak, helpless and afraid. We need to realise that God is far more terrifyingly powerful than such things. No man is strong enough to stand for a moment against Him. Cp God's revelation of Himself in Ex 3; 1 Ki 19:11-13; Isa 6. That this revelation was in Babylon is a reminder that God is God everywhere. AS/what looked like–In some ways looked like Amber.

THE LIKENESS/what looked like Four– Four seems to stand for completeness in Hebrew thinking - 4 directions, Gen 2:10, 4 quarters, of the earth, Isa 11:12. Newberry links this with the division of the tribes of Israel into 4 camps on the 4 sides of the Tabernacle in Num 2:1-32. Four is used 40 times in Ezekiel. Living creatures- In Ezek 10:15, 20, they are called Cherubim- Sword bearers. Chereb– A Sword. Note Gen 3:24. Golden statues of them stood at each end of the "Mercy Seat" wings outstretched over it where God's glory "Dwelt," Ex 25:17-22; Isa 37:16, etc. Two were also in Solomon's Temple, wings touching, and others were depicted, on the gold covered walls and doors which shut off the Holy of Holies, 1 Ki 6:23-35, etc. They are the Angelic Beings closest to God, and are pictured as having the characteristics of the highest forms of God’s Creation known to us. 

THE LIKENESS/In appearance their form-of a man= Human shaped. They were something like humans. God is surrounded by four man-like living creatures - Intelligent, personal, able to respond joyfully to Him and in fellowship with His revealed will. Each had four faces- Looking in all directions, seeing everything, though usually to us unseen - nothing can happen behind their backs. Four wings- Wings for swift flight wherever God wished. a face like – a Man– The God-ordained ruler of Creation, Gen 1:26-28; Ps 8: Each has man’s wisdom, strength, and ability of heart and mind, with the courage and power of a fierce Lion- The most powerful and terrifying of the carnivores, the patient useful strength of an Ox- The strongest of the domesticated animals, and the soaring, far-seeing power of an Eagle– The mightiest of the birds. These four appear again in Rev 4:7.

Their FEET/legs were straight- No knee or ankle as they had no need to sit or lie down. feet like those of a calf- Hard and not easily hurt, able to tread on anything without receiving injury. SPARKLED/gleamed like burnished BRASS/bronze- KJV translators didn’t know brass was not in use in the ancient world. 

1-8-9. The hands of a man under their wings- so equipped to handle things, do and carry things. Each had four wings  and sheltering protection, one each side to work and carry things. Two wings covering their body, two to fly with, and to keep contact with each other- unbroken unity in God's service. in an unchanging relationship- went forward in any direction without turning/ change in relation to each other, or to God on His throne. 

went straight FORWARD/ahead wherever the spirit would go- Cp Ps 18:10. Perfectly attuned to the Spirit of God. Their position in relation to each other and in relation to the Lord was perfect. There was no deviating from the path of God’s will, no uncertainty as to where it was His will for them to go, and so powerful that there was no need to ever take avoiding action as no obstacle could hinder them. 

1:12-14 Burning coals of fire-Cp Ps 18:13; Heb 12:28-29. Fire consumes the worthless, 1 Cor 4:12-15, purifies the valuable, Isa 6:6. These creatures were not flesh and blood. LAMPS/torches– Providing light that reveals the true nature of things, and shows the way for God’s people to go, Jn 3:19-21; 8:12; 11:9; 12:35-36. Went up and down among- The cloud of glory that marked the Lord’s presence, Gen 15:17;Ex 19:16-19; 40:34-38; Jdg 6:20-21; 1 Ki 8:10:11; 19:11-12, was constantly moving throughout the living creatures and their surroundings. A FLASH/flashes of lightning- Travelling as fast and irresistibly as lightning. Each went straight FORWARD/ahead.. without turning – Without turning from the path, or without revolving. 

1:15-21. A wheel- Wheel suggest speed and smoothness of travel. Wheels, as well as wings and legs suggests ability to move appropriately anywhere on earth. on the EARTH/ground BY/beside– Under it in 10:2.This suggests each Creature had a wheel which was associated with it but touching the ground below it. each creature God is revealed seated on his throne in incomprehensible Glory, as in Rev 4 and 5, but the throne here is on "Wheels" active in the world in irresistible power. These who surrounded and carried God's throne were in constant motion ruling and acting on behalf of His people wherever they were on earth. 

Like a wheel IN THE MIDDLE OF/intersecting a wheel- Unlike the wheels we know these could move equally freely and fast in any direction. This reminds us that no place on earth is free from the presence of God, Ps 139:1-18. These were living wheels, not machines. Complex beyond human experience or understanding though in some ways like the wheels we know about. Their RINGS/rims.. high.. DREADFUL/awesome- Their appearance filled him with awe, and made him realise how ignorant, weak and helpless he was. full of eyes all round– Cp 2:Chr 16:9; Prov15:3; Zech 3:9; 4:10; Rev 4:6. They saw, were aware of what was happening around them and able to direct their activities appropriately. This reminds us that God sees everything, knows and understands everything, everywhere in the universe – and takes appropriate action. 

The spirit of the living creature- In fellowship with God’s Spirit. Cp 1:12, 20, 21; 2:2; 3:12, 14, 24; 8:3; 10:17; 11:1, 5, 24; 36:27; 37:1, 14; 39:29; 43:5. was in THE WHEELS/them– God’s Spirit is aware of everything that happens in the universe, and is involved in all that is the fulfilment of His purposes. 

1:22-28 FIRMAMENT/expanse– Cp 10:1; Gen 1:6-8 (Where it separated the waters, here it separates the living creatures from the Lord.); Ex 24:10; Ps 19:1; Isa 42:5; 44:24; Dan 12:3. ABOVE- Superior to the Living Creatures, transparent, awe-inspiring. They carried Him, their wings as they flew making a noise like a huge powerful waterfall or storm waves crashing against the shore, or a mighty army. Cp Job 37:4; Ps 29:3. When a voice from above told them to stop, they dropped their wings and stood still .Cp Ex 24:10. STRETCHED/spread out above their heads.. TERRIBLE CRYSTAL/ sparkling like ice– Cp Rev 4:6; 21:12; 22:1.

Above.. what  looked like a throne of sapphire– Possibly symbolising the Heavens. High above on the LIKENESS OF A throne was THE LIKENESS/a figure AS THE APPEARANCE/like that of a man- Ezekiel is careful not to say that he saw God directly. He reports his vision as revealing something of what no human mind could understand and no human words could describe in accurate detail, 2 Cor 12:1 - All Ezekiel can give us are vague generalities saying that certain things in the physical world gave one some hints at the nature of what he was looking at. From the APPEARANCE OF HIS LOINS UPWARD/what appeared to be his waist up AND.. DOWNWARD.. THE APPEARANCE OF FIRE/looked like glowing metal, full of fire, and BRIGHTNESS/brilliant light surrounded him. AS/like THE APPEARANCE OF A BOW IN THE CLOUD/Rainbow.. round about him– A man-like figure of terrifying, blazing glory surrounded by the reassuring calm beauty of a rainbow, the assurance of God’s desire to bless mankind, Gen 9:13-17. The glory cloud of God’s presence had been previously associated with His Tabernacle or Temple, Ex 40:34; 1 Ki 8:11; Ps 63:2; 96:6; 102:16; Isa 6:1-2. To Ezekiel He was now giving a fuller revelation of His presence and glory without any connection with the Temple in Jerusalem. He was demonstrating His presence with His exiled people in an alien land.

This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord I fell UPON MY FACE/face down-The vision of God left Ezekiel with no plans of his own, or words to say. He fell at the Lord's feet, ready to listen to what his Glorious Lord had to say. Cp Dan 7:12-14; Mt 17:1-8; Acts 9:3-6: The awe-inspiring revelation of God’s glory made Ezekiel realise that apart from God’s sovereign mercy he himself, and God’s people Israel, could never be or do what God’s love, righteousness and holiness required of them. This is the background to all that Ezekiel wrote. 

2:1-3:15 Ezekiel Challenged & Equipped to be God’s Witness to Rebellious Israel

(He is warned that Israel is stubbornly opposed to God and His will. Ezekiel must Eat (internalise) God’s words, and then he will be equipped to give God’s message to others.)

2:1-2. Son of Man- Ezekiel is called by this name about 90 times. It means that he was an ordinary human, born of human parents, just as the donkey Jesus rode into Jerusalem was an ordinary donkey born of donkey parents. But, Son of man is the title of the glorious future world ruler in Dan 7:13; 8:17. The Gospels record that Jesus Christ claimed this name about 75 times. The title Son of Man meant that He was truly a flesh and blood person, as well as being truly God eternal, Jn 1:1-5, 14, 1 Jn 2:22-23; 4:2-3, 9. Ezekiel as God’s agent and messenger had the unique role of patterning the life and work of God the Son as Son of Man. Ezekiel in his actions symbolised, and shared in the tragic experiences of God’s sinful people who were suffering under God's Judgment. He was so totally identified with them that he even had their sin laid on him, in symbol, Ezek 4:4-6. It was the reality of what Ezekiel’s actions symbolised that the Lord Jesus took up as Son of Man identifying Himself with God’s people suffering under Judgment experienced, Lk 24:25-27.

Stand on your feet and I will speak to you God told him to stand, and enabled him to do so. *God’s commands are God’s enablings.” As we attempt to obey the Lord, we also find that He makes it possible for us to do so. To be commanded to stand indicates that the Master has something to say to his servant, something for the servant to do. To stand when told to showed willingness to obey and do as commanded. As he spoke the Spirit ENTERED/came into me and SET ME ON MY FEET/raised me up- 3:24. The Spirit who animated the living creatures including the wheels, 1:20; 10:16-17. 

2:3-7 A rebellious NATION/house– This is repeated 15 times in this book. Cp Ex 32:9; 33:3, 5; 34:9; Deu 9:6; 10:16; 31:27; 1 Sam 8:4-9; Isa 6:1-13; Mt 23:1-39; Jn 15:18-27; Acts 2:22-23; 7:32-50; Rom 10:21. Those nominally God’s people often resist God’s efforts to bless them. Ezekiel (and God’s servant in any age) is to give them God's message, whether they listen and repent, or refuse and rebel – Success isn’t promised.

Do not be afraid though briars.. thorns.. scorpions all around you- Vivid images of those difficult and uncomfortable people and circumstances Ezekiel would have to face as he served the Lord. God's servant are not to be afraid, no matter how angry and nasty people are, Jer 1:8, 17; Mt 13:21; Lk 12:4; Acts 9:16; 2 Cor 6:4-8; 1 Pet 3:13-17. Be not afraid of THEIR WORDS/what they say, or be terrified by THEIR LOOKS/them. though they are a rebellious house-Their attitude towards God would be reflected in their attitude towards God’s messenger. You must speak my words whether they WILL HEAR/listen or FORBEAR/fail to listen- Cp Isa 6.

2:8-3:3 But you, son of man HEAR WHAT I SAY/listen.. BE NOT REBELLIOUS/do not rebel.. open your mouth and eat what I give you- symbolising receiving and digesting God’s word to get the benefit of it for himself, and to fit him for passing on that word to others. A scroll In Israel, parchment made from specially prepared sheepskin which could be rolled up for storage, was used for important records.. written on both sides– This was unusual. It meant that no more could be added to this scroll. God’s record of Israel’s sins and unfaithfulness was now complete and He must act now according to it. Cp Zech 5:3; Rev 5:1. WRITTEN THEREIN LAMENTATIONS/ words of lament and mourning and woe- Ezekiel must give to the exiles God’s messages of Judgment on Jerusalem. (Jeremiah living at the same time had the same task in Jerusalem.) God can speak comfort to His people, and grant blessings, only when justice has been done, sin dealt with and to penitent people.

Son of man eat this scroll, then go and speak to the house of Israel. Cp Rev 10:9-11. The Lord touched Jeremiah’s mouth, Jer 1:9. No one can preach God’s message until they have received it for themselves, accepted and enjoyed it and feed on it. So I opened my mouth and he CAUSE ME/gave me the scroll to eat.. CAUSE THY BELLY TO EAT/fill your stomach with it. So I ate it and it WAS IN MY MOUTH AS HONEY FOR SWEETNESS/tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth- He "ate" God's Word. Even though it was a tragic message of sorrow, and judgment it tasted sweet to Him as he realised that it was the best that God could do for the people God loved. God’s Word is sweet to His own, Ps 19:10; 119:103, even when its message is bitter, Rev 10:9-10. When God’s servant has eaten God's message (Taken it in, digested/understood enjoyed/appreciated it, and applied it to himself) he is ready to speak the message. What Jeremiah experienced emotionally Jer 15:16, is here described as a physical experience. 

3:4-9. Son of man Go to .. Israel.. speak WITH my words to them. You are not being sent to a people of STRANGE/obscure speech and HARD/difficult language.. If I had.. they would have listened– The more of God’s truth that anyone has heard the deeper their darkness unless they are willing to walk in the light of that truth, Mt 6:22-23; Lk 11:34-36; Jn 12:35-36. The main barrier that preachers of God’s Gospel face today – or His messengers in any age - is not learning the language, or understanding the culture. It is hearts resistant to the witness of God’s Word in their ears, and His Spirit in people’s hearts, Cp Isa 6:9-11; Mt 11:21; Acts 1:8; 7:51.

Israel will not HEARKEN UNTO/listen to you because they will not HEARKEN UNT/listen to me. Cp 1 Sam 8:4-8; Isa 1:1-21; 30:11; Mt. 11:21-23; 13:11; Jn 15:18-27; 1 Jn 4:5-6. IMPUDENT/hardened.. HARD HEARTED//obstinate– Acts 7:37-53; Rom 10:21. But I HAVE MADE/will make THY FACE- Our faces reflect our character – confident, timid, etc. STRONG AGAINST THEIR FACES/you as unyielding and hardened as they are I will make your forehead ADAMANT/like the hardest stone harder than flint- God promises to make him strong in his work. They won't be able to shut him up or frighten him. FEAR THEM NOT/Do not be afraid or DISMAYED/terrified AT THEIR LOOKS/by them- Ezekiel= God is strong, God strengthens, would prove his own name was true. He would face Israel’s rebellious persistence in choosing idols instead of God. And as God’s messenger he would be enabled to say God’s words, with his Master’s attitude and determination. Cp Deu 29:4; Isa 7.10-14; Jer 1:18; 17:1; 36:27-32; Zech 7:12. 

3:10-15 He said.. ALL THE WORDS I SHALL SPEAK/listen carefully and RECEIVE/take to heart all the words that I speak to you- In contrast to Israel. \Go now to THEM OF THE CAPTIVITY/your countrymen in Exile and say This what the LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD says This is his responsibility. The response of the audience is their responsibility. Against the background of God's throne of Glory, and the proclamation of God's praise, The Spirit of the Lord lifted me up.. I heard behind me a VOICE OF A GREAT RUSHING/loud rushing sound, BLESSED BE/May the glory of the LORD be praised FROM HIS PLACE/in his dwelling place.. the sound of the living creatures wings that TOUCHED/brushing each other– Cp 8:8; 11:1, 24; 37:1; 43:5. The Lord withdrew His physical presence, and Ezekiel found himself physically back among the exiles.

I went in bitterness and in anger of my spirit with the strong hand of the Lord upon me- Not resentment against his mission. His new found awareness of the glory of God, and the rightfulness of God’s Judgment anger meant that the strong hand of the Lord taking him irresistibly to his task was matched by his own identification with Israel’s unfaithfulness, and the righteous and inevitability of the words he must speak. I came to the exiles at Tel Abib.. sat WHERE THEY SAT/among them seven days– (Consecration of a Priest took 7 days, Lev 8:33; as did normal mourning for the dead, Gen 50:0; Num 19:11; Job 2:13. But sharing a full week’s experience seems the point here. This is often quoted as an example of our need to experience the realities of their situation before we can speak to them sympathetically concerning the needs they feel. Cp 1 Ki 9:7; Neh 2:11-17; Job 2:13; Ps 137:1; Certainly Christ spent 30 years with His people before He began to preach. But what follows is too often forgotten. 

overwhelmed- The vision and message has made him aware of the holiness and power of God, and of the bitter distress Israel has caused God dominated his thought and feelings. That left him free from the desire to say what his audience would like to hear. Their false prophets had promised the exiles that God would restore them to Jerusalem, and never let that city and Temple be destroyed –Jer 28:1-17; 29:18-21. They wanted to believe this and. He would sympathise with this thinking. But seen against the vision and words God had given him it was nonsense. He feels utterly overwhelmed at the impossibility of his conveying God's glory and will to them so that they will give up false hopes, repent, and cast themselves upon God’s sovereign mercy.

3:16-21 Son of man I have made you a watchman– Cp 1 Sam 14:16; 2 Sam 18:24-27; 2 Ki 9:17-20; Prov 24:11-12; Isa 21:6; Jer 6:17. to the house of Israel,. so give them warning from me- The prophets were spiritual watchmen, alert to hear what God had to say, and then pass it on to His people, Jer 6;17; Hos 9:8; Hab 2;1. They were like soldiers on sentry duty, awake while others slept, alert to see any danger coming, and waken them to face it. People wouldn’t want to be awakened, and no one would want to believe Ezekiel’s message that Jerusalem and the Temple would be destroyed and the people exiled. Natural pride and optimism make people unwilling to admit the reality of their sinning or believe that their sins will be punished. Even more stubborn can be the false confidence of self-righteous people who have lived a better than average life, 33:12-13. Ezekiel must prick these attractive balloons, as the Lord did in Mt 21:30-32; Lk 15:28-32; 18:10-14. Cp Deu 32:23. 

When I say to a wicked man you will surely dies.. and THOU GIVEST HIM NOT WARNING/you do not warn him, that wicked man will die IN HIS INIQUITY/for his sin, and HIS BLOOD WILL I REQUIRE AT YOUR HAND/I will hold you accountable- You will be responsible for his death. Sinners are to be told that unless they turn to God, they will die in their sins. Ezekiel is to pass on God’s message, in the spirit in which God gave it, 33:10-11. Doing this in the hope that people will realise the mess they are making of the life God has given to them, and turn to Him for forgiveness and cleansing.. If you do warn.. he will die IN HIS INIQUITY/for his sin, but you will have DELIVERED YOUR SOUL/saved yourself- We are all sinners, Rom 3:23-25. Us saved sinners are to tell other sinners how God views their life and must do about it. This gives them the chance to choose Him. If they reject the light and love God shines upon them Ezekiel and all Preachers will have a clear conscience before God – They will have done God's will, Isa 52:8-10; Jer 6:17; Jn 3:19-21; Acts 20:26, 27, 31: 32:7; Heb 13:17; 1 Jn 3:1-10; 4:7-15.

When a righteous man turns from his righteousness and COMMIT INIQUITY/does evil and I LAY/put a stumbling block before him he will die IN/for his INIQUITY/ sins since you did not warn him.. I will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn.. and he turn from his sin he shall live- This is God’s message to  those who see themselves as being good.. When they sin, they must repent and turn to God, 1 Jn 1:5-9. Ezekiel is responsible to give them God's Word. The hearers are responsible for what they do about it. God is ever eager to show mercy wherever anyone is willing to respond in obedient faith, as that permits God to show mercy righteously, 33:10-11. 

3:22-27 the Lord said.. Get up and go FORTH INTO/to the plain, there I will speak to you. So I got up and went.. the glory of the Lord STOOD THERE/was standing there.. I fell ON MY FACE/face down– 1:28; Rev 1:17. God again reveals His Glory to Ezekiel- Like Ezekiel, we can be and do what God wants, only as we keep God and His Glory in mind. Speaking for God isn't something we can do in our own strength. He needed a renewed vision of the Lord’s glory, and renewal of the power of the Spirit. 

Shut yourself inside your house.. they will PUT BANDS UPON/bind you with ropes so you cannot go out among the people– His fellow Jews would take action to stop him spreading God’s message which they did not want to hear,. I will make your tongue stick .. so you will be silent and unable to rebuke them- God takes total responsibility and will control not only what he is to preach, but also when he is to preach. This should warn us that we must be very sure of Gods leading when we speak of Judgment While we should always speak responsibly, 1 Pet 4:11, when we speak of Sin and God’s Judgment, hell, etc we must take special care and seek grace to do so with the loving concern as God does, 33:11; 1 Cor 15:1-3; 2 Cor 5:14-21. The Gospel preacher must stand with the sinners and preach against himself, as Isaiah did Is 64:6,  All Our– not  Your RIGHTEOUSNESSES/righteous acts are AS/like filthy rags! 

When I speak you will open your mouth and .. say.. This is what the Sovereign LORD says- The prophet was to say exactly (and only) what the Lord said. Whoever will listen,, whoever will refuse let him- Some will listen and some will not. This is still true under the Gospel of God’s grace,. We can never be free to modify its basic message – Jesus, God the Son became truly human and died as a sacrifice for us and rose again. 2 Cor 5:-21; 1 Jn 4:2. And as God’s ambassadors we must proclaim that Gospel with loving compassion, viewing sinners as our lord did, Mt 9:36; 1 Tim 2:1-4.

4:1-7:27 God is Holy & must act in Judgment  Ezekiel must Teach this in Vivid Symbols

4:1-8– Acted Parable ,the Siege of Jerusalem & Ezekiel Bearing the Sin of Israel & Judah. 

4:1-8 Son of man take a TILE/clay tablet.. POURTRAY/draw the city of Jerusalem upon it. Then.. BUILD A FORT/erect siege works against it, CAST/build a MOUND/ramp up to it, set camps around it and put battering ramps around it– The picture of Jerusalem on the clay tile would represent the city. He was then to surround that tile with models (or pictures) of the Babylonian army attacking the city - Towers so that archers could shoot down at the defenders on the walls, battering rams for pounding holes in the walls, ramps on which these could be moved up close. All these siege activities are vividly pictured on ancient Assyrian and Babylonian victory memorials. That God’s messenger was to act as if besieging the pictured city was a reminder that it was God Himself who was besieging Jerusalem bringing judgment on it, through King Nebuchadnezzar. Take an iron pan and place it as an iron wall between you and the city and turn your face AGAINST/toward it.. besiege it.
Lie on your left side- In Hebrew the word for left is also the word for north – Israel was north of Jerusalem. and LAY/put the INIQUITY/sin- LXX- Adikia- Unrighteousness, as in Isa 53:11. of the house of Israel upon IT/yourself. You are to bear their sin.. for the same number of days as the years of their sin.. I have assigned.. 390 days you will bear the INIQUITY/sin of the house 
 of Israel- God had promised exile for failure to obey Ex 23:10-11; Lev 25:1- 26:35. King Jeroboam and his successors defied God’s Law..
After you have finished this.. lie on your right side- Right and South are the same word – Judah was the Southern kingdom, and bear the INIQUITY/sin of the house of Judah. I have assigned 40 days– Perhaps the length of evil Manasseh’s reign before he repented, or a symbolic figure of adequate testing punishment – as with Israel’s 40 years in the wilderness. 2 Chr 36:21 says 70 years, but 30 0f those may have referred to most of the people of Judah who were exiled from most of the land before the last part, Jerusalem, fell. And. 40 years was what God assigned. Jerusalem.. and with UNCOVERED/bared arm– Like a soldier ready for action, Isa 52:10. prophesy against IT/her. I will LAY BANDS UPON/tie you with ropes so you cannot turn from one side to the other until you have ENDED/finished the days of your siege– God will make it possible for him not to lie on left or right side as required.  

4:9-17 Ezekiel Shares what Jerusalem suffers under God’s Judgment

4:9-17 Take wheat, barley, beans, millet, make bread for yourself. Any mixture was unclean, Lev 19:19. Weigh out twenty shekels–About 8oz / 0.2 Kg. Eat it at set times. Measure out six hins– About 2/3 quart or 1 Litre. of water.. drink it at set times- Representing the meagre rations of a besieged city. Bake it in the sight of the people using human excrement for fuel- Disgusting example of their unclean conditions. 

I said Not so Lord.. I have never defiled myself.. no unclean meat has ever entered my mouth– Cp Peter, Acts 10:14. God’s priests needed to keep themselves ritually clean, Lev 10:10; 21:1-12; Isa 52:11. As a Godly priest Ezekiel had always been careful to do this. Very well he said I will let you bake your bread on cow manure- dried cattle or camel dung is still commonly used as fuel in those lands. Then he said.. I will cut off the supply of food in Jerusalem, The people will eat rationed food with anxiety and drink rationed water with despair.. and will waste away in their sin. Cp Lev 26:26.

5:1-6:14 He is to Shave, Burn, Scatter-& Chop the Hair – Symbolising Judgment.

5:1-4 Take a sharp KNIFE/sword.. CAUSE IT TO PASS UPON/shave your head and beard- Hair and beard were regarded as being important and holy, Lev 19:27. divide up the hair.. when your siege comes to an end burn a third PART with fire in the MIDST OF/inside the city.. take a third and strike with the KNIFE/sword.. scatter a third to the wind.. I will pursue them with drawn sword. Cp Isa 7:20.

Take a few strands of hair and BIND THEM IN THY SKIRTS/tuck them away in the folds of your garment.. take a few of those and CAST/throw them INTO THE MIDST/in the fire.. the fire will spread from there to the whole house of Israel– Wherever surviving Israelites may be scattered to the winds they would never be free from danger until God’s Judgment had done its work and brought repentance.

5:5-17 The Sovereign LORD says: This is Jerusalem which I have set in the MIDST/centre of the nations- God had set Israel in a position where she was in contact with many nations as the trade to and from Egypt passed through it. Yet in her wickedness she has CHANGED MY JUDGMENTS INTO WICKEDNESS/rebelled against my laws and decrees- Had failed to demonstrate the blessedness of fellowship with God from living according to His law. Now she would be required to demonstrate His judgment on sin. more than the COUNTRIES/nations.. around her– Cp Jer 2:7; Lk 10:10-16; 12:47. Other nations don’t abandon their gods, even though they weren’t really gods at all.

You have not even conformed to the standards of the nations around you.. Therefore I am against you.. I will EXECUTE JUDGMENTS/ inflict punishment on you in the sight of the nations– God’s Judgment anger on Israel’s apostasy would be visible. This would be an example to others and show them that God is righteous, 20:9, 14, 22, 41; 28:25; 38:23; 39:27. do what I have NOT/never done.. fathers will eat their children– The horrors of a prolonged siege can destroy all natural affection. Cp Deu 28:56-57; 2 Ki 6:29; Jer 19:9; Lam 2:20; 4:10; Zech 11:9. because you have defiled by sanctuary with all THE DETESTABLE THINGS/your vile images- 2 Ki 21:1-15; 2 Chr 28:1-4, 24-25; 33:1-17. I myself will withdraw my favour and not look upon you with pity– Cp warning in Isa 1:2-20. Godly reforms by Hezekiah and Josiah were resisted and lapsed, 2 Ki 21:3-7; 22:1-23:7; 2 Chr 31:1.

6:1-14. The word of the Lord came to me Son of man set your face TOWARD/against the mountains of Israel- Mountains were viewed as stable things in an uncertain world, and also as a defence against enemy attacks, and place of refuge, Israel’s hill country was the core of their nation and national identity, Jdg 1:34. But the Canaanites had used them for their vile religious rites, and Israelites had copied them, Jdg 6:25-32; 2 Ki 17:6-20, etc, prophesy against them.. I am about to bring a sword against you and I will destroy your high places.. altars.. incense altars... your people will fall slain among you- This would show that these “gods” were false and had no power to help worshippers. The dead bodies would also defile the sacred place, 2 Ki 23:13-16. 

YET I WILL LEAVE A REMNANT/I will spare some– In Hebrew the word “Remnant” means the most valued part kept when the rest has been stripped away. Those from whom God would produce a future, better nation.. will escape the sword when I scatter you.. they will loathe themselves for the evil they have done and for all their ABOMINATIONS/detestable practices.. they will know that I am the Lord– Ezekiel uses this phrase 60 times. 

7:1-27 . God's patience exhausted - Judgment will be swift, sudden, soon.

7:1-18. The word of the Lord…THUS SAITH/This is what the LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD of Israel says.. The end is come upon you– Amos 8:2; Heb 10:31. and I will SEND/unleash my anger against you.. Judge you.. RECOMPENSE UPON/repay YOU/your ABOMINATIONS/detestable practices---No matter how harsh God’s Judgments might be, every one of the punishments would have been earned by their freely chosen actions. They would reap only what they had sown. I will not pity or spare you. Then you will know that it is I AM the Lord 

Pour out my wrath– God continues to emphasise that the destruction will fall on Israel soon. It will affect the whole land and all aspects of life in it, 9:8; 14:19; 20:8, 13. BEHOLD The day is here, it is COME/here. THE MORNING/Doom IS GONE/has burst forth.. The rod– Symbol of the King and rule – which had been harsh. Has budded, arrogance has blossomed. Cp Num 17:8; Heb 9:4. The actions had shown their true nature, as in Jer 36:23; 38:8-22. Mt 7:16-20, 24-27: The Living Bible gives the meaning of the Hebrew as “Injustice has blossomed, pride has budded,” and that is a possible meaning. Let not buyer rejoice.. seller mourn- Any land held by those being exiled would be sold cheaply to the delight of the buyer and the sorrow of the sellers sorrow. But now all ownership would cease.

7:19-27 Their silver.. gold- They had been proud of their Jewellery and used it to make detestable idols- Ex 32:3-4; Jdg 8:26-27; 17:1-6. Ezekiel condemns pre-occupation with worldly wealth, and even in his teaching about the new temple there is no mention of silver, gold and jewels.. In this he lays a foundation for NT teaching about wealth, as in Mt 6:24; 1 Tim 6:9-10. full of bloodshed.. Violence- Cp Manasseh, 2 Ki 21; 16; 24:4.

8:1-16:63  Why God is Abandoning His Temple & People

(When people despise God’s Grace He must let them suffer the consequences. Israel’s temple worship was a sham as in their hearts they worship idols. Idolaters will be killed but those who mourn idolatry are marked and spared. 8:1-9:11. God's Glory will leave the Temple. The rulers think they can still look after themselves. But the fire of Judgment must burn the filthiness from God’s people so that He can give them a new heart and Spirit, 10:1-11:25. Ezekiel acts out the symbol of the Exile, and repeats the Lord’s promise that He will soon act in Judgment. In contrast to this reality are False Prophets and Magic “Good Luck charms,” 12:1-14:11 Every individual is answerable to God. God alone can put them right (Ps 51:1-17). Israel is as spiritually dead and useless as a charred Grape vine stick. 14:12-15:8. God loves Israel. He desires intimate fellowship with her and provided for this. Their response has been proud self-reliance and disgusting eagerness for idol worship. In spite of this, when they have suffered the consequences of their folly and sin, God will provide atonement and His purpose for them will triumph, 16:1-63.)

8:1-9:11 God’s Glory in the Temple shows up Idolatry & God’s Selective Judgment

8:1-6 Sixth year.. sixth month– As their year was 12 30 day months this seems 10 days short of the end of Ezekiel’s days of being bound. But the year may have been one of those when, because no grain was ripe for the First Fruit offering, Lev 23:1-14, an extra 30 day month was added.. I was sitting in my house and the elders of Judah- The Babylonians granted exiles some freedom - Elders are mentioned also in Jer 29:1. These elders were showing respect towards God’s prophet, but their great longing to be restored to Jerusalem and to share again in God’s glorious temple would have made them reluctant to believe his messages of doom. God chose this as the time to show Ezekiel the harsh reality of the spiritual state of Jerusalem and the temple. 

The hand of the LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD FELL/came upon me.. i saw a LIKENESS/figure like a man.. like fire.. took me by A LOCK OF MY/the hair.. and in visions.. BROUGHT/took me to Jerusalem.. north gate inner court where the IMAGE OF/idol that provokes to jealousy stood- The distinctive feature of the Temple should have been the glory cloud of the Lord’s presence in its Holy of Holies. Instead it was an Idol. The people were indifferent to God. before me was the glory of God– Only Ezekiel was aware of the Lord of Glory, and so able to see how rotten and sinful God’s people had become. He said.. see.. the utterly detestable things the house of Israel is doing here that will drive me from my sanctuary- The God of Glory couldn’t make Himself available to those who even in His Temple chose to treat Him as being less important than silly, evil, lifeless idols.

8:7-13 .. dig into the wall.. Go in and see the wicked ABOMINATIONS/detestable things they are doing.. all kinds of crawling and ABOMINABLE BEASTS/ detestable animals and idols– Gillulim- Literally dung-idols. Disgusting in themselves and dirtying all who have contact with them. Christ rejecters talk about Pagan idols as a representing the beauties and glories of nature and human nature, but the whole tendency of idol worship is to debase and corrupt its worshippers, Rom 1:21-32. The “idols” of the Western world are also corrupt and corrupting. Those who worship wealth and business success feature in the news as grasping for $millions and robbing those who trusted them. Those hero-worshipped as “Stars” of the entertainment world often crash in disgrace. We know from 2 Ki 23:31-37 that the religious life of Jerusalem and the nation was rotten to the core. Worship in Israel, and in today/s churches may be impressive, but beneath the surface, self-pleasing doctrines and immorality flourish.

In front of them stood seventy MEN OF THE ANCIENTS/elders of the house of Israel– Seventy = full, adequate leadership of Israel, as in Ex 24:1; Num 11:16. Seventy elders formed the Jewish Sanhedrin in the time of Christ. Those interested in the significance of numbers in Scripture note that 70 is 7- the number of perfection or completeness, times 10 the number of human responsibility. (10 commandments)) Cp 70 years exile, Dan 9:2; 70 weeks of years, Dan 9:24, and 70 disciples sent out. Lk 10:1.

Each had a censer in his hand and a THICK/fragrant cloud of incense was rising.. They say The Lord does not see us.. has forsaken his land.. what they do in the dark- Today some people to church only if the program is entertaining. Some make their living by preaching in church pulpits, but in their hearts they ignore God and live as if He could neither see what they are doing, or could bring them to account for it. 
8:14-18. I saw women mourning for Tammuz– The Babylonian god of fertility, Dan 11:37. The imaginary handsome youth who was attractive to their Sex Goddess Ishtar, and died tragically young. (The Greeks called him Adonis.) The annual wilting of vegetation was regarded as being caused by, or symbolised, his death. And in response to their weeping and prayers he would rise again in spring bringing the new season’s plant growth and crops. Baal and Asherah were the equivalent Canaanite sex - fertility God and Goddess. 

Inner court.. twenty five men. With their backs to the temple of the Lord and their faces to the east AND THEY WORSHIPPED/bowing to the sun– Worshipping His creation and ignoring its Creator, Rom 1:25. Is it a trivial thing to the house of Judah to do detestable things.. Must the land be filled with violence- The practical effect of worshipping false Gods is to despise and exploit fellow men, instead of valuing them as created to be in God’s image. Although they CRY WITH A LOUD VOICE/ shout in my ears I will not listen to them- Enthusiastic, noisy prayers and worship impress some. Others are impressed by carefully correct ritual and doctrine, or published generosity. But God is not impressed - 1 Sam 15:22; 16:7; Isa 1:8-21; 58:5-8; Micah 6:7-10; Mt 8:3-12; 12:41-42; Lk 18:10-15.

9:1-6 Bring the guards of the city each with a weapon in his hand.. six men.. with them a man.. who had a WRITERS INKHORN/writing kit- The sin of Judah was written with a pen of iron in Jer 17;1. Here the point is that certain Jews weren’t happy with the apostasy around them. Heart attitude is vital, Lev 23:27-29; Jn 4:21-24. There was nothing random, careless or unrighteous about God’s judgment punishment on Jerusalem. (God-seems to have ordained angelic supervisors of His city.)

The Glory of the God of Israel WAS GONE/went up from above the Cherubim.. moved to the threshold of the HOUSE/Temple- Outside the Temple and approaching it in Judgment. Go through THE MIDST OF/the city.. put a mark on the foreheads– Apart from the fact that a mark on the forehead was visible to all, there is a spiritual significance. Ex 12:7; Rev 7:3. While God’s law dealt with people’s actions, even in OT times it was recognised that it was head-heart decisions and motives and intentions that were essential, Deu 5:27-29. This was made specifically clear by the Lord, Mt 5:11-28, and in the New Covenant, Jer 31:31-34. of THE MEN/those who SIGH/grieve and CRY/lament over all the ABOMINATIONS/detestable things– The Godly remnant, Ex 12:23; 1 Ki 19:18; Jer 2:13; Mal 3:17. Kill without pity.. but do not touch anyone who has the mark. Begin at my sanctuary- God’s Judgment begins with His own people, 1 Pet 4:17. The more privileged people are the more responsibility lies upon them, Lk 12:47; Jn 3:19-21; 9:41; 15:16-27; Acts 7:51-53.

9:7-11 Defile the HOUSE/temple and fill the courts with the slain- To touch a dead body made anyone unclean. But the physical defilement of dead bodies in the temple was the only adequate response to the spiritual defilement of the formal, lukewarm following of temple ritual by priests who in their hearts were worshipping idols. Cp Isa 1:10-21; Mal 1:3-14 Ah LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD WILT THOU/are you going to destroy ALL the RSIDUE/entire remnant of Israel? - Ezekiel rarely questioned the Lord’s decrees. God honours with answers the sincere questioning by those who cannot see that what He requires of them is appropriate to what they know of His character. Cp Abraham, Gen 18:22-33, Peter, Acts 10. The INIQUITY/sin of the house of Judah and Israel is exceeding great– 2 Ki 21:16. They say the Lord has forsaken the EARTH/land.. I will RECOMPENSE THEIR WAY/bring on their heads what they have done– What they said in unbelief and mockery about the Lord forsaking the land would be true. Cp Christ being rejected in favour of Barabbas, a rebel, Mk 15:7-11 and Caesar, Jn 19:15, resulting in the rebellion and destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.

10:1-11:25. God's Glory departing from the Temple. Proud Rulers &- Future Blessing

10:1-7 I saw the likeness of a throne of sapphire above the FIRMAMENT/expanse that was ABOVE/over the heads of the cherubim. The Lord said to the man clothed WITH/in linen.. Go in BETWEEN/among the wheels, fill your hands with burning coals and scatter them over the city- Fire purifies what is good, Job 23:10; Ps 66:10; Prov 17:3; Isa 48:10; Jas 1:3-4; 1 Pet 1:7, and destroys and sanitizes what is rotten and infectiously corrupting, 1 Cor 3:10-15. The source of the Judgment that was about to fall on Jerusalem was the fire of God’s righteous holiness, Heb 12:28-29. Those who desired to be purified had God’s mark on their foreheads and would be purified. The apostates would be consumed by the fire.

Then the glory of the Lord WENT UP FROM/rose from above the cherubim and STOOD OVER/moved to the threshold of the temple. The cloud filled the temple and the court was FILLED WITH THE BRIGHTNESS/full of the glory of the Lord – God was glorified in the execution of righteous judgment. One CHERUB/of the cherubim- The four living creatures in 1:5-10 are called Cherubim – Sword bearers– Chereb- Sword, as in Gen 3:24.  reached out his hand to the fire.. took some of it, and put it into the hands of the man in linen who took it and went out. We can always rely on the Lord making it possible for us to obey His commands. As for their appearance – the description is much the same as in 1:4-28, except that one face was that of a cherub- Cherub. instead of an ox.- Arba. And there it was listed between that of the lion and the eagle, whereas here it is listed first. 

10:18-22 Then the Glory of the Lord-\departed from over the threshold of the temple and STOOD/stopped above the cherubim.. the cherubim spread their wings and MOUNTED UP/rose.. STOOD/stopped at the DOOR/entrance to the east gate of the Lord’s house– The second movement of the Glory of God in an Eastward direction– Perhaps symbolising God would be with the Godly among the Exiles, as in 1:3; Jer 24:1-10. Cp 9:4; 8; 10:4; 11:25. 

11:1-15 The Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the EAST gate of the house of the Lord. Twenty five men.. leaders of the people.. THAT DEVISE MISCHIEF/are plotting evil.. they say LET US/Will it not soon be time to build houses. This city is THE CAULDRON/a cooking pot and we are the FLESH/meat– They didn’t care that Jerusalem had turned from God to idols or that the poor were starving. They saw the situation as a chance for them to sell stored grain at high prices, and lend money on high interest and collect title deeds to mortgaged property when the loan could not be repaid. There are always big profits to be made in times of war, famine, etc.

This is what the Lord says.. I know what is going through your mind.. You YOUR SLAIN THAT YOU HAVE LAID IN THE MIDST OF IT/have killed many people in this city.. the bodies are the FLESH/meat– 34:2-3; Zech 11:4-17 describe these leaders as being selfish shepherds with no concern for God or for the care of His people. I will BRING YOU FORTH/drive you out of the city.. you will fall by the sword the city will not be YOUR CAULDRON/a pot for you.. Pelataiah died.. I fell down.. Ah Sovereign LORD GOD will you MAKE A FULL END/completely destroy– Pelataiah was a wicked man, 11:1, and deserved to die, but as God’s watchman, Ezekiel, like his Lord, had no pleasure in his death. 

THY BRETHREN/Your brothers.. are those of whom the people of Jerusalem have said GET YE FAR/They are far away from the Lord, UNTO US IS this land was given to us as our possession- The Jews in Jerusalem imagined that the exiles were being punished by God, and that they were the worthwhile people the Lord had kept to be with Him in His city and land – So now they alone inherited the promises and owned the land and its blessings. Cp 2 Ki 25:24; Jer 24:1-10. Today, confident pride still moves people into apostasy and yet they are still confident that they are superior people.

11:16-18 The LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD says Although I HAVE CAST/sent them far away.. scattered them.. yet WILL I BE A LITTLE/for a little while I have been a sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone– As our Lord said, Jn 4:2-24, doing what God has commanded is important, but God Himself, and our heart attitude and relationship with Him, is more important than any place, or any form of worship etc, Ps 33:18; Isa 57:15. Those who accepted exile as God’s loving discipline were blessed by a closer relationship with Him that they felt in desperate need of when in an alien land, Ps 34:18; Jer 3:12-18. The exiles had been driven from access to the Lord’s presence among His people in the Jerusalem temple. But for Godly exiles such as Daniel etc the Lord Himself was with them guiding them and guarding them in a real way, without the outward formalities. 

I will gather you from the nations and bring you back.. I will give you back the land of Israel. They will return to it and TAKE AWAY/remove its DETESTABLE/ vile images. As the returned Jews and the half-Jewish Samaritans had done by Lord’s 1st Coming. This was good, but pride in living lives that were outwardly keeping God’s Law produced self-righteous Pharisees. God promised to do what we can never do. I will give them ONE/an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them. I will remove their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. And they will.. be careful to keep my ORDIJNANCES/laws. They will be my people and I will be their God. 

11:19-21. I will give them ONE/an undivided heart– Unity is a mark of God’s grace to and presence with, His people, 37:19-22; Jn 17:20-23; Eph 4:11-16; Phil 2:1-16; Jas 3:13-4:12. and put a new spirit WITHIN YOU/in them.. will remove their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh– Able to love Him in response to His love, 1 Jn 4:9-11, 19. THAT/Then they will WALK IN/follow my STATUTES/decrees.. They will be my people and I will be their God– As promised in Ex 6:7. This was true for those who believed and received Christ from the day of Pentecost onwards. But Zech 12-13 assures us that one day this will be true of Israel nationally, in their own land. But.. those whose HEART WALKETH AFTER/hearts are devoted to their DETESTABLE THINGS/image- Whether they had the privilege of living in God’s Holy City, Jerusalem, or in godless Babylon made no difference – they would reap what they were sowing. Today it’s still true - To have the privilege of being in a God-honouring congregation or not is less important than our heart attitude toward God. 

11:22-25 The glory of God went up from THE MIDST OF/within the city and STOOD UPON/stopped above the mountain to THE east of it– The Mt of Olives to which the Lord Jesus, the rejected Messiah, withdrew from Jerusalem, Mt 24:3; 26:50. Leaving Jerusalem to its chosen fate, and moved towards the exiles in Babylon. (He will return there in triumphant glory, Zech 14:4.) The Spirit.. brought me to THEM OF the CAPTIVITY/exiles.. I told THEM/the exiles everything the Lord had showed me

12:1-14:23. On God’s orders Ezekiel acts out Exile  &  Rebukes False Prophets etc.

12:1-16 THOU DWELLEST IN THE MIDST OF/You are living among a rebellious HOUSE/people. They have eyes to see but do not see- God had given them the abilities to see and hear spiritually. But, because they prefer proud unbelief, independence, and rebellion, nothing God shows or says to them brings a response. Spoken or acted parables attempt to by-pass the barrier they have raised, Mt 13:9-16. PREPARE STUFF FOR REMOVING/Pack your belongings for exile.. while they watch.. dig through the wall– His house was made of sun-dried bricks, and CARRY OUT THEREBY/take your belongings out through it.. I have made you a sign.

I did as I was commanded.. In the morning the word of the Lord came to me, Did not the rebellious house of Israel ask What are you doing? Say.. This is what the Sovereign LORD says The BURDEN/oracle concerns the prince in Jerusalem and the whole house of Israel.. I am A/your sign. As I have done.. They will go into CAPTIVITY/exile.. The prince AMONG THEM will put his things on his shoulder at TWILIGHT/dusk and leave.. a hole dug in the wall for him to go through.. my net I shall spread.. I will bring him to Babylon.. he will not see.. will die– 2 Ki 25:4-7. They will know that I am the Lord. I will spare a few of them.. they may acknowledge their detestable practices– The Lord makes it clear that the defeat of Israel and destruction of Jerusalem was not due to His inability to preserve them, He Himself was bringing this on them. Cp 12:11; 24:23, 27; Jer 13:1-11; Hab 1:1-11, etc.

12:17-28 Tremble as you eat THY BREAD/your food WITH QUAKING– To be effective Ezekiel would have to tremble visibly. The word is used of earthquakes in 1 KI 19:11; Amos 1:1. THE INHABITANTS/those living in Jerusalem will eat BREAD/ food WITH CAREFULNESS/in anxiety.. their land will be stripped .. because of he violence.. land SHALL will be desolate. Then you will know that I am the Lord.

The word of the Lord came.. THAT/this proverb The days ARE PROLONGED/go by and every vision FAILETH/comes to nothing- A mocking proverb, probably used by false prophets, 13:1-3; Jer 23:9-40: For more than 100 years prophets such as Isaiah, Isa 1:2-20, had given Israel warnings that if they continued to turn from God into idolatry, and ignore the needs of others, especially the poor, Judgment must come and end in exile. The prophets  had made it sound urgent, but it hadn’t yet happened. In a sense their warnings were implicit promises, and a positive response of obedience granted people a delay in Judgment, as stated in Jer 26:3; 1 Ki 21:27-29, and Jonah. False prophets wrongly interpreted delay of Judgement, 2 Pet 3:4-9, and insisted that the people should ignore God’s prophets – They said God would never let His city and Temple fall, Jer 28:1-13. I WILL MAKE THIS.. CEASE/am going to put a stop to this proverb.. I WILL SAY THE WORD AND PERFORM IT/every vision.. shall be fulfilled without delay.. in your days.. declares the LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD. Cp Isa 55:11. People still tend to explain away God’s messages, or postpone them to a future date – Preachers who make dramatic false claims give them an excuse. 

13:1-7 The word of the Lord.. prophesy against the prophets of Israel.. who prophesy out of their OWN HEARTS/imagination.- Jer 23:21-22. hear the word of the Lord.. Woe to the foolish prophets.. FOXES/jackals IN/among the DESERTS/ruins– Ps 63:10; Lam 5:18. Jackals make use of the ruins, but do nothing to restore them. That’s what the false prophets were doing, 22:28-30. THEY HAVE SEEN VANITY/Their visions are false.. SAYING/They say The Lord SAITH/declares when the Lord has not sent them, MADE OTHERS HOPE/yet they expect THAT THEY WOULD CONFIRM THE WORD/their words to be fulfilled– The false prophets said what people were pleased to hear, and presumably prayed that God would make the things happen that they hoped for. Cp Isa 30:10; Jer 23:9-17; 2 Tim 4:3.  

13:8-12 because YE HAVE SPOKEN VANITY/of your false words and SEEN LIES/lying visions.. I am against you- False prophets among the exiles claimed the Lord would soon take the exiles home. will not enter INTO the land of Israel. They will know that I am the Sovereign LORD GOD. They HAVE SEDUCED/lead my people astray, saying Peace when there is no peace, Jer 6:14; 11: 8:11; 23:1. BUILT A WALL/when a flimsy wall is built DAUBED/cover it with UNTEMPERED MORTAR/whitewash– 22:26. OVERFLOWING SHOWER/Rain will come in torrents.. hailstones– The violent thunderstorm of God’s Judgment, Ps 18:7-15; 77:17-19; Isa 28:17-19; 30:30; Jer 23:19; 30:23; Mt 7:19-29. Like thunderstorms, God’s Judgment will be part of the normal functioning of the universe, cause and effect, reaping and sowing. When the wall collapses.. THE WALL IS NO MORE, NEITHER THOSE THAT DAUBED IT/where is- Or what use was, the whitewash.. saying peace, where there is no peace- Optimistic false prophecies would be seen to have been worse than useless, producing a false sense of security- Jer 6:14. 

13:13-23 The Sovereign LORD GOD says In my wrath I will REND IT WITH A STORMY WIND/unleash violent wind.. the wall is NO MORE/gone.. and THEY THAT DAUBED IT WITH UNTEMPERED MORTAR/those who whitewashed it, those prophets .. who prophesied to Jerusalem and saw visions of peace for her.  daughters who prophesy– Female false prophets specialising in making magic charms. Woe to the women who sew PILLOWS AT ARM HOLES/magic charms at their wrists. You HUNT THE SOULS/ensnare the lives of people.. POLLUTE ME/profane my name– Saying that a sacred relic, magic charm, repeating God’s Word, etc will bring God’s blessing 
 is taking the Lord’s name in vain, Ex 20:7. for a few handfuls of barley- Using God’s Word or religion for personal gain (money, prestige, etc) is condemned in the Bible, Jer 6:13; 8:10; Mic 3;5-11; Acts 8:9-24; Titus 1:11. The proper attitude and motive is stated in 2 Cor 11:7; 2 Th 3:8; 1 Tim 2:1-5. By lying to my people you have killed those who should not have died and spared those who should not live- False prophecies would influence the King and His counsellors, and decisions contrary to God’s will would have had this effect, Jer 38. 

the Sovereign LORD says I am against your magic charms with which you ensnare people- The Bible speaks of occult practices in general terms only, and is careful not to be explicit for fear of spreading the ideas. Preaching against error today is also counter-productive. .. Because you MADE THE HEART SAD/discouraged the righteous.. STRENGTHENED THE HANDS/encouraged the wicked not to turn from their evil ways.. I will DELIVER/save my people from your hands. 

14:1-1. Some of the elders- Among the exiles. came to me- This seemed right and hopeful, but they weren’t asking God for guidance in order to obey Him. They had their own goals “idols” and would obey only what fitted in with their own wishes. The word of the Lord came to me.. these men have SET UP idols in their hearts and put stumbling blocks OF INIQUITY before their faces– The things that came first in their lives - wealth, popularity, self-indulgence etc – would trip them up in any attempt they made at pleasing God. Should let them enquire- Asking for guidance from God, as in 2 Ki 1:16; 3:11. of me? .. The Sovereign LORD GOD says when any Israelite sets up idols in his heart.. and goes to a prophet I the Lord will answer him myself in keeping with his great idolatry. THAT I MAY TAKE/will do this to recapture THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL IN THEIR OWN HEART/the hearts of the people– Unbelief, apostasy, idolatry etc bring their own punishment. God allows this with a view to bringing suffering sinners to repentance, Ps 119:67. Cp 1 Ki 22:20-23.

The Sovereign LORD says Repent.. turn YOURSELVES from your idols and..  ABOMINATIONS/detestable practices.. When.. I will answer him BY Myself I will set my face against that man/him.. make him A SIGN/an example.. cut him off. Then you will know that I am the Lord. If the prophet is DECEIVED/persuaded to utter a prophecy, I have DECEIVED/persuaded that prophet- God deceives them by abandoning them to their own deceitful ways and choices. Cp 1 Ki 22:19-23. and will stretch out my hand against him and destroy him- God hardens the hearts of those who are eager to disobey Him, See 3:20; 18:30; 33:1-11; 1 Ki 22:7-28; 2 Ki 3:13. God’s universe is so ordered that sin often brings the appropriate punishment. THEY SHALL BEAR THE PUNISHMENT/The prophet will be as guilty as the one who consults him. THAT/Then the HOUSE OF/people of Israel will no longer stray.. nor POLLUTED ANY MORE/defile themselves.. THAT they MAY/will be my people, Hos 1:9-10, etc. SAITH/declares the Sovereign LORD GOD. 

14:12-20. Son of man, WHEN THE LAND/if a country SINNETH/sins against me by TRESPASSING GRIEVOUSLY/being unfaithful THEN/and I WILL stretch out my hand UPON/against.. WILL BREAK THE STAFF OF BREAD/it to cut off its food.. AND WILL SEND/by famine.. CUT OFF MAN AND BEAST/kill its men by animals– 4:16; 5:16; Deu 28:48-58. Even if these three men Noah, Daniel– spelled Danel, but it probably means Daniel as there would be no point in recording the name of an unknown righteous man. As Daniel had held high Government positions it would soon become well known. and Job were in it, they could save only themselves by their righteousness- Scripture recor4ds that God delivered them because of their righteousness .
 Their righteousness did nothing of eternal value for those who remained in unbelief. While God dealt with Israel on a national basis, individual responsibility was always there – On the Day of Atonement those who failed to repent and mourn over their sins were cut off from God’s people, Lev 23:29. Cp 14:16; 18:20. 

14:21-23 The Sovereign LORD says how much worse it will be when I send against Jerusalem my four SORE/dreadful judgments.. sword, famine.. plague- Cp Rev 6:1-8. Yet there SHALL BE A REMNANT/will be survivors.. they will come FORTH UNTO/to you and when you see their WAYS/conduct THEY WILL COMFORT/you will be consoled regarding the EVIL/disaster I have brought UPON/on Jerusalem.. for you will know that I have not done it without cause. 

15:1-8. Jerusalem must suffer Judgment because (a) It is spiritually dead & Useless

15:1-8 The Word of the Lord.. WHAT IS THE VINE TREE MORE/how is the wood of the vine better.. SHALL/is wood BE ever taken.. to DO ANY WORK/make anything useful? – Jerusalem must suffer special Judgment punishment as it was God’s special vine/vineyard and He had done everything possible to make it flourish and be fruitful, Ps 80:8-13; Isa 5:1-7; Jer 2:21; Hos 10:1; Lk 20:9-16; Jn 15:1-17. But the only value of any grape vine is that it produces sweet grapes, otherwise it’s worthless. So unless Israel produced a fruitful crop of righteous fellowship with God it was worthless. (Fruitless olive, almond and fig trees would produce useful timber and firewood.)

the Sovereign LORD GOD says I have given the wood of the vine for the fire, so I will treat my people in Jerusalem.. although they come out of the fire I will set my face against them because they have COMMITTED TRESPASS/been unfaithful- Even those who survive the destruction of  Jerusalem could not be pleasing to God except by His acting in grace and their responding in faith, Eph 2:8-10; Heb 11:6.

(b) They owe Everything to God’s Love & their Response has been Disgraceful’

(When justice has been done God’s Loving Purposes will be Fulfilled.)

16:1-7. CAUSE JERUSALEM TO KNOW/Confront Jerusalem with her ABOMINATIONS/detestable actions- Her choosing to turn to idols in spite of the Lord’s continuing kindness was shocking, as all the good and blessings she had ever received were gifts of His compassionate mercy. This is what the Sovereign LORD says to Jerusalem Your BIRTH/ancestry and NATIVITY/birth were in the land of Canaan.. Amorite.. Hittite– In Jn 8:33-43 Jews boasted that Abraham was their father. Judah was a great grandson of Abraham, but both his wives were Canaanite. His brothers all married local women. Judges records Israel’s constant turning to Canaanite idols, being disciplined, and brief revivals. Jerusalem did not become Israelite until its capture by David, and its original inhabitants remained among the Israelites, 2 Sam 24:18-25. Even Solomon at the peak of Wisdom and devotion turned to idolatry. 

On the day you were born.. NONE EYE PITIED/no one had compassion.. you were CAST/thrown out into the open field.. TO LOATHING/despised- A vivid picture of Israel as a helpless unwanted baby girl abandoned to die. She grew up to be a nation only because God in sacrificial love for them said “Live.” That one word summed up His desire and purposes, 18:23-32; 1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9. In Deu 7:6-8; 9:4-5; Hos 2:3, they were reminded that God chose them not for what they were, but in compassion, and to fulfil His promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The whole setting of Deu 7:1-9:29 is a solemn warning of what would happen to them if they turned from God to idolatry. In spite of that, Israel had continued to drift from God and His will. 

16:8-14 Later.. I saw THY TIME WAS THE TIME OF/you were old enough for love – Under God’s providential care the nation of Israel had matured enough to be able to chose to be His special people and He sent Moses. Spread the corner– Marriage, as in Ruth 3:9. I entered into a covenant with you SAITH/declares the Sovereign LORD GOD, and you became mine. Bathed you– Made you a clean, holy people. Clothed you.. I DECKED/adorned you.. THOU DIDST EAT/your food was fine flour, honey, olive oil- They were granted the fruitful land, Deu 6:11, occupied parts under Joshua and under Solomon ruled over it all. THOU WAST/You became EXCEEDING/very beautiful, a queen, your RENOWN/fame spread because of MY COMELINESS/the splendour I had given you- As the Queen of Sheba came in 1 Ki 10:1-9. The tragic fact was that Solomon was already becoming proud, unthankful and would soon sink into the folly of idolatry – As Ezekiel now accuses Israel of doing. 

16:15-34 You trusted in your beauty and used your RENOWN/fame PLAYED THE HARLOT/to become a prostitute– Refers to both spiritual turning away from the Lord, and to involvement with the fertility rites of pagan Canaanite religion as in Num 25:1-11; Jer 3:1-11; Hos 4:13-14; 9:10-11. The Lord was her true, loving and totally worthy husband to whom she owed all the good she was and had, including her bridal jewellery, Gen 24:22, 47-51, and fine food, Deu 32:13-14. Yet she turned away, to worship idols. You took the FAIR JEWELS/fine jewellery OFMY GOLD/I gave you.. made IMAGES OF MEN/male idols and DID COMMIT WHOREDOM/ engaged in prostitution with them. Cp Ex 32:1-8; Jdg 8:23-27; 17:1-18:13; Jer 2:8-12.

You took your sons and daughters THOU HAST BORNE/whom you bore to me, and sacrificed them TO BE DEVOURED/as food to idols- 20:26, 31; 23:37; 2 Ki 21:6; 23:10; Jer 7:31; 19:5; 32:35. (In spite of Lev 20:2; Deu 18:10.) Woe to you declares the Sovereign LORD.. you build your HIGH PLACES/lofty shrines.. COMMITTED FORNICATION/engaged in prostitution with the Egyptians.. Assyrians.. Babylonians- If they obeyed Him God had promised to be their defender. Judges records idolatry and God raising Deliverers when they turned back to God for relief from misery. Samuel brought revival but Israel chose to copy their neighbours, 1 Sam 8:4-22. Solomon, and the nation under him were wonderfully blessed by God. Yet he made political alliances and shared in idol worship with them, 1 Ki 11:1-13. Later kings copied him; 1 Ki 16:13, 19; 18:1-40; 22:51-53; 2 Ki 16:1-18. THEY GIVE GIFTS TO ALL WHORES/Every prostitute receives a fee, but THOU GIVEST A REWARD/you give gifts to your lovers– To look to Godless nations for protection was like a woman looking for protection from someone other than her husband. And they had lost rather than gained through this unfaithfulness to the Lord. Eg 2 Ki 16:8.

16:35-54. The Sovereign LORD GOD says Because you poured out your FILTHINESS/wealth.. your ABOMINATION/detestable idols.. gave them your children’s blood..  I will GIVE YOU INTO THE HAND OF/hand you over to your lovers.. they will strip you– The Lord had clothed and ornamented them with all that ennobled them. Worshipping idols would strip them of it all. THRUST THEE THROUGH WITH SWORDS/hack you to pieces.. burn down your houses.. Because you THOU HAST/did not remember the days of thy youth– 16:13; Jer 2:2.

This proverb.. AS IS/Like mother, SO IS/like daughter. Your mother was a Hittite.. Your older sister, Samaria, your younger sister Sodom– Instead of being loyal to the Lord, Judah and Jerusalem had sunk into godless idolatry, as Samaria had done earlier, and were living now at the spiritual level of Sodom, Gen 19; Deu 29:23; 32:32; 2 Ki 25:9; Isa 1:9-10; 3:9; Jer 23:14. This theme is taken up again in chapters 22-23.  you soon became more depraved than they. This was the INIQUITY/sin of your sister Sodom.. PRIDE/arrogant, FULNESS OF BREAD/overfed.. NEITHER did SHE STRENGTHEN THE HAND OF THE/not help poor.. COMMITTED ABOMINATION/did detestable things. – Pride and Social injustice are offensive to God, as well as sexual perversions. They all misuse of God’s gifts.

NEITHER HATH Samaria COMMITTED/committed/ did not commit half the sins you did.. THOU HAST MULTIPLIED THEIR ABOMINATIONS/your sins were more vile than theirs.. Presumably in the sense the Lord spoke of in Mt 10:15; 11:21-24. The greater the privilege the more vile apostasy is. Jerusalem alone had God’s holy temple, His presence in it, and the constant round of witnessing sacrifices. 

16:55-63 I will BRING AGAIN THE CAPTIVITY/restore the fortunes of Sodom and her daughters and of Samaria and her daughters and BRING AGAIN THE CAPTIVITY OF YOUR CAPTIVES/your fortunes along with them– If there is a literal meaning in this, it would seem from the Scripture record that the only survivors of Sodom were those living in Zoar. It may be a figurative way of saying that Judah and Jerusalem have no more right to gain God’s blessing than Samaria or Sodom. Ceertainly their restoration will be by God’s Sovereign grace alone. 

The Sovereign LORD GOD says I will deal with you as THOU HAST DONE/you deserve because you have despised my oath by breaking the covenant. Yet I will remember and act on MY/the covenant I made with you in THE DAYS OF THY/your youth and I will establish UNTO THEE/an everlasting covenant with you. Cp 37:26; Isa 55:3; Jer 31:31-34; 32:40. Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed when THOU SHALT/you receive your sisters. I will give them to you as daughters– That the inhabitants of Jerusalem and Judah will recognise their sin in rejecting Christ is made clear from Zech 12:10-14, Their neighbours will be blessed as an extension of the blessing that comes to Jews in Jerusalem, Isa 2:1-4;19:24. The destruction of Jerusalem and the exile was the preliminary to return under Zerubbabel, Ezra, etc. This set the stage for the Lord’s Coming, the New Covenant, and ultimately the Kingdom, Deu 30:1-10; Rom 11:1-32; Heb 8:8-12.

17:1-24:27. Everyone Belongs to God. Their choices bring them Death or Life 

 (Not from environment. Being born in an age of blessing or tragedy – Eg Solomon's Jerusalem or Zedekiah's, or into a good or bad family, is less important than what we choose to do with life.  

17:1-24. Allegories:   History - Two Eagles & a Vine.   Prophecy – A Cedar.

17:1-6 & 11-14 An allegory.. PUT FORTH A RIDDLE/tell.. Israel a parable.. A great eagle.. TOOK/Taking hold THE HIGHEST BRANCH/of the top of a cedar, broke it off.. planted it in a city of MERCHANTS/traders. took OF THE/some seed of your land.. planted it in A FRUITFUL FIELD/fertile soil.. by GREAT WATERS/abundant water.. became a SPREADING/low vine. Its branches TURNED/spread toward him. Judah had been a tall cedar tree and the ”top,” the most prominent of it had been exiled to the great trading country, Babylon. They prospered there, not as a tall cedar, but as a low growing grapevine. In 17:11-14 the Lord explains that He is picturing what is recorded in 2 Ki 24:1-19; Jer 24:1-10; Dan 1:1-4. The king of Babylon carried off her king and nobles.. took a member of the KING’S SEED/royal family and made a COVENANT/treaty with him– The very top twig being David’s descendants, 2 Ki 25:27-30. 
17:7-10 & 15-21. Another great Eagle.. BEND ITS ROOTS/spread roots.. SHOT FORTH branches toward him- Jer 44:30. Will it PROSPER/thrive? Will it not wither? In 17:15-21 the Lord explains that this is picturing what is recorded in 2 Ki 24:17, 20; 25:1-7; Jer 37:6-10. Will he break the COVENANT/treaty and BE DELIVERED/yet escape? The Sovereign LORD GOD declares I will bring him to Babylon. I will bring down on his head MINE/my oath that he despised, and my covenant that he broke.. I will .. RECOMPENSE/execute judgment– King Zedekiah had sworn a covenant oath of loyalty to the king of Babylon, in the name of the Lord God of Israel, 2 Chr 36:13. So God’s honour was involved. This dishonouring God, by breaking an oath sworn in His name, was a prelude to God disgracing Israel by letting it reap what it had sown. We Christians today must face the fact that every dishonourable thing we do disgraces the name of Christ before the world. Rom 2:21-24 

17:22-24 The Sovereign LORD GOD says I myself will take OF THE HIGHEST BRANCH/a shoot- Cp Zech 3:8. from the very top of the cedar and plant it.. on the mountain heights– The Lord’s glorious Kingdom would be set up under more difficult circumstances than the fertile areas favoured by the world, 17:5, 7-8, and so at first seem unlikely to prosper. Cp Dan 2:34-35, 44. of Judah– The high mountain, Jerusalem, Isa 2:1-4, etc. become a GOODLY/splendid cedar.. FOWL OF EVERY WING/Birds of every kind DWELL/nest in it- This is similar to Dan 4:10-12. This makes sense as referring to Christ, the seed of David, returning in Glory to reign in Jerusalem, Isa 9: 6-7; Mt 23:39; 26:63-64, etc. His kingdom will provide shelter and blessing to all kinds of people, Gen 12:1-4; Isa 2:1-6, 11:1-10, etc. All will know that I the Lord HAVE BROUGHT/bring down the tall tree.. MADE/make the dry tree flourish- A clear assertion of God’s Sovereignty acting in grace. None get less than they deserve, many get far more good than they could ever deserve. God the Creator-Redeemer has a perfect right to do this, and it is right for us to trust Him, thank and obey Him, knowing that His every action is in keeping with His Holiness, righteousness, wisdom and love. This outlines future blessing when Messiah comes. See 34:23; 37:34; 47:1-12.

18:1-32. Everyone belongs to God. People will LIVE, or DIE by their own choices.

18:1-4. this proverb The fathers eat sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge– In Jer 31:29-30 this proverb is quoted and refuted, and followed by the promise of a new covenant involving individual responsibility under which God’s purposes of grace will triumph. It is the solemn responsibility of parents to keep in mind that every decision they make may affect the lives of their children, but God’s mercy is much more important, Ex 20:5-6; 34:7; Deu 6:1-9. The lives of those who received Ezekiel’s message were affected by the evil of Manasseh’s life. But his son Josiah showed that it was sinful unbelief to let that hinder them from obeying God. Today saying “There’s no hope for me because of my bad background” is as sinfully foolish, as is saying “I’ll be in Heaven because my parents were such good Christians.” 

As surely as I live SAITH/declares the Sovereign LORD GOD. BEHOLD ALL SOULS ARE MINE/every living soul belongs to me THE SOUL OF the father SO ALSO/ as well as THE SOUL OF the son.. The soul THAT SINNETH/who sins IT SHALL/is the one who will die– Deu 24:16; 2 Ki 14:6; Rom 5:12. Although on the surface it seems that some people are born with unfair advantages or disadvantages, God is personally interested in everyone, and He deals with each of them in righteousness and mercy. And eternally it will be seen that it was how they reacted to Him and His care for them that decided their destiny. None can claim credit, as they owe everything to sovereign grace, Acts 17:30-31; Eph 2:1-9. 

18:5-18 BUT IF A MAN BE JUST/Suppose there is a righteous man who does what is LAWFUL/just and right– We are then given a list of the ways in which such a man lives HATH KEPT MY JUDGMENTS TO DO TRULY/faithfully keeps my laws.. he shall surely live– Lev 18:5; Gal 3:12. This implies live in fellowship with God, live as man should live, etc, at least in some measure.. IF/Suppose he BEGET/has a violent son THAT IS A ROBBER, A SHEDDER OF BLOOD/who sheds blood.. though his father has done none of them.. Will such a man live? He will not! .. his blood SHALL/will be upon HIM/his own head.

NOW IF HE/But suppose this son BEGET/has a son THAT SEETH/who sees all the sins his father HATH DONE/commits.. and DOETH/does not THE LIKE/do such things – They are listed. he will not die for his father’s INIQUITY/sins. But his father will die IN/for his INIQUITY/own sins- Scripture gives examples of these contrasts. In his relationship with God and his lifestyle King Josiah, 2 Ki 22-23, was totally different from his father Amon and grandfather Manasseh, 2 K1 21:1-22:2.. See also Ahaz, 2 Ki 17.8, and Hezekiah 2 Ki 18:1-7. Samuel and his sons, 1 Sam 8:1-3; 12:1-5. Children are involved in, and affected by, the right and wrong choices of their parents, Ex 20:5, but ultimately they choose their eternal fate, by what they choose to accept, and choose to go against.

18:19- 32 Yet you SAY/ask Why does the son not share the guilt with his father The righteousness of the righteous will be UPON HIM/credited to him.. The wickedness of the wicked will be UPON HIM/charged against him. If a wicked man turns from all his sin.. and does what is right, he will surely live, not die. ALL THE TRANSGRESSIONS.. SHALL NOT BE MENTIONED/ None of the offences he has committed will be remembered against him, Ex 20:5. HAVE/Do I take any pleasure AT ALL THAT THE WICKED SHOULD DIE/in the death of the wicked? – The answer is obviously not, Cp 18:23; 33:11; 2 Pet 3:1-6, 9. Declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live. But WHEN THE/if a righteous man– In terms of Heb 2:3; 2 Pet 2:20-22. turns.. and commits sin.. detestable things.. None of the righteous things he has done will be remembered. 18:1-20 emphasised that no one should think that his upbringing determined his destiny. Here the emphasis is on our adult decisions. No aspect of our past excuses us from our responsibility to trust and obey, today, Heb 4:7. 

Therefore O house of Israel.. REPENT AND Turn YOURSELVES/away from all your TRANSGRESSIONS/offences, then INIQUITY/sin will not be your RUIN/fall. CAST AWAY FROM YOU/Rid yourself of all YOUR TRANSGRESSION/ offences.. MAKE YOU/get a new HEART/spirit– In 11:19; 36:26, God promises to do this unconditionally. Here God commands man to get himself a new heart/SPIRIT. So, it is attainable as a result of God’s promise and gift, but only when claimed by faith. No one passes from death into life without their own desire for that to happen, Jn 3:16; In Rom 8:1-16; 2 Pet 1:2-14. God’s Sovereign grace grants life, but we are to actively live that life. What God works in us we must work out in daily living, Phil 2:12-13. God states this in an impassioned plea in the close of the chapter. 

Why will you die.. For I take no pleasure in the death of HIM THAT DIETH/anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. GOD. WHEREFORE TURN YOURSELVES/ Repent and live! - Both God’s grace, and human yielding to it, play a part of salvation. Death makes the decisions of life final. 

19:1-14. What Israel's Princes had been & had done  - Its Effect on Israel

19:1-14. A LAMENTATION/lament concerning the princes of Israel- This poetic form is used in writing of fallen leaders, 2 Sam 1:17-27, and the death of the nation, as in 2:10;, Isa 16:6-21; Lam 1:1-5; Amos 5:1-9. ..a lioness was your mother.. one of her cubs.. became a strong lion- These kings were “cubs” of God’s people, David’s descendants, but in God’s Judgment actions the decisions were made by conquering armies... land of Egypt– 2 Ki 23-31-33.  She took another of her cubs and made him a strong lion.. Babylon.. in prison- 2 Ki 24:1-16. 

THY/Your mother IS/was.. But it SHE was PLUCKED UP/uprooted in fury.. DRIED UP ITS east wind- The Babylonian Army came from east of Israel. .. FRUIT/made it wither- Hos 13:15. planted in the WILDERNESS/desert – The exiles were in a spiritually dry place. No strong ROD/branch TO BE/is left on it fit for a sceptre AND RULE– No Israelite was fit to be their king. Cp 22:30-31; Jer 22:24-30.

20:1-48. Israel's Persistent Sinning – Judgment & Reasons for it. - Restoration

(God will use Babylon as His Sword of Judgment, but, later bring back some to the land.)

 20:1-14 Certain elders came to enquire of the Lord- Their outward enquiring of the Lord looked hopeful sign, but their unseen motives were important. Cp Mt 3:5-12; Jas 1:5-8. God requires a holy life in order to give guidance, blessing and fellowship. THUS SAITH/This is what the Sovereign LORD GOD says.. I will not BE ENQUIRED OF/let you enquire of me. Will you judge them? CAUSE THEM TO KNOW/Then confront them with THE ABOMINATIONS OF/their detestable practices. IN/On the day WHEN I chose Israel AND LIFTED UP MY HAND/I swore with uplifted hand.. I am the Lord your God. On that day I swore.. I would bring them out of Egypt into a land.. flowing with milk and honey, Ex 3:8; 13:5, etc.-I said CAST AWAY/get rid of THE ABOMINATIONS OF HIS EYES/your vile images– Acts 7:33-43. I am the Lord your God– God’s persistent care of Israel and their rebellion fills chapter 20.
But they rebelled.. would not HEARKEN/listen to me, they did not CAST AWAY/get rid of THEIR ABOMINATIONS/The vile images.. But I WROUGHT for MY NAMES/the sake of my name– Num 14:13-21. I CAUSED THEM TO GO FORTH/ led them out of Egypt.. I gave them my STATUTES/decrees.. JUDGMENTS/laws, WHICH IF/for the man DO HE/who obeys them will live IN/by them..- gave them my Sabbaths as a sign between us- Lev 18:5. so that they MIGHT/would know that I AM the Lord THAT SANCTIFY/made them holy- God had provided all the help Laws could give to human nature. Cp Rom 8:1-16; Gal 3:19-24. 

20:15-29. Also I LIFTED UP/with uplifted had I swore i would not Bring them into the land I had given them.. because they DESPISED/rejected my JUDGMENTS/laws.. POLLUTED/desecrated my Sabbaths– Ex 20:5. In Lev 23 Annual Feasts are listed as “Sabbaths.” But the “Sabbaths” referred to may be the Sabbath Rests that they had been commanded to give to the land. These were to demonstrate their obedient faith in the Lord who had given them His land, as He had promised. Exile was the punishment for failure to do this, Ex 23:10-11; Lev 25:1-26:35. (Note Lev 25:34-35.) Then in exile they faced the challenge - Trade on Sabbath and get richer, but lose their identity as God’s obedient people, or, trust and obey God and be an effective witness. NEVERTHELESS MINE EYE SPARED/ Yet I looked on them with pity and did not destroy them.. I said to their children.. I am the Lord your God, WALK IN/follow my STATUTES/decrees- God spoke to the second generation out of Egypt, Num 14:26-35.
NOTWITHSTANDING/But the children rebelled.. I WITHDREW/withheld my hand AND WROUGHT for/MY NAMES/the sake of my name– Ex 32:11-13. I LIFTED UP MY HAND/swore to them in the WILDERNESS/desert that I would SCATTER/disperse them among the HEATHEN/nations- Deu 4:27; 28:64. I also GAVE THEM/gave them over to statutes that were not good– When they persisted in defying and disobeying, God allowed hem to learn from suffering the consequences of sin and folly, Cp Num 11:4-34; 1 Sam 8:4-22; Ps 106:15. When I brought them into the land.. your fathers blasphemed me by forsaking me

20:30-49: Therefore say to the house of Israel THUS SAITH/This is what Sovereign LORD GOD says. When you continue to POLLUTE/defile yourselves, I will Not BE ENQUIRED OF/let you enquire of me.. You say We WILL BE AS/want to be like the HEATHEN/nations like the FAMILIES/peoples of the COUNTRIES/ world– I Sam 8:4-9. THAT WORSHIP/who serve wood and stone- Spiritual worship and living morally upright lives in fellowship with God is death to the selfish desires of human natures. So, God’s people Israel constantly chose to sink to the naturally attractive level of the worship of the heathen around them, Isa 40:20. Cp Rom 12:1-2, 1 Jn 2:5-17. When they (or people today) lose the self-confidence and self righteousness shown in Ex 19:8, God can act in grace. Rom 10:1-11. I will bring you OUT from the PEOPLE/nations.. gather you.. I will PLEAD WITH/judge you.. I will purge you THE REBELS/of those who rebel.. afterwards you shall listen to me.. you will remember.. and loathe yourselves– Heart repentance is essential before fellowship with God is possible. I will accept you WITH YOUR SWEET SAVOUR/as fragrant incense when I bring you into the land.. you will know that I am the Lord.

21:1-32. Babylon is the “Sword of Judgment” God will use against Jerusalem

21:1-17 The word of the Lord came to me.. Set your face against Jerusalem and preach against the HOLY PLACES/sanctuary.. I will draw FORTH my sword and cut off.. both the righteous and the wicked. Therefore SIGH/groan before them.. And when they ask WHEREFORE/Why..? say Because of THE TIDINGS/news that is coming. Every heart will melt.. THUS/This is what the Lord SAITH/says A sword.. is sharpened.. SORE/great slaughter.. IT/you my son CONTEMNETH/have despised the rod- God had disciplined them with lesser disasters, and they had refused to respond by repenting, Isa 1:2-8; Lev 26:13-35. and all advice.. Cry out and HOWL/wail son of man, because it is UPON/against my people.. I too will ALSO SMITE/strike my hands together and my FURY/wrath TO REST/shall subside,

21:18-27 APPOINT THEE/Mark out two WAYS/roads THAT/for the sword of the King of Babylon MAY COME/to take.. against.. the Ammonites.. against Jerusalem. He MADE HIS/will cast lots with arrows BRIGHT- Sometimes these had the names on, the way they pointed when they fell being taken as guidance. HE CONSULTED WITH IMAGES/consult his idols, LOOKED IN/examine the liver- The Babylonians regarded the liver as the source of life, and the liver of a sacrifice was examined looking for hints as to what the will of the god was - which alternative would be most successful because it was most pleasing to the god. In to his right hand WAS/will come the DIVINATION/lot for Jerusalem– So it would be the city he would attack. 

Because you people have MADE YOUR INIQUITY TO BE REMEMBERED/brought to mind your guilt by open rebellion.. you will BE TAKEN BY THE HAND/go into exile. O wicked prince–Manasseh had been the most wicked Prince. But it refers to Zedekiah. His wickedness was his weakness and failure to live by his conscience, Jer 37:17-21; 38:4-28. whose DAY IS COME WHEN INIQUITY SHALL HAVE AN END/time of punishment has reached its climax.. remove the DIADEM/crown.. the lowly will be exalted– Lk 1:52, etc. I will OVERTURN/make it a ruin until he comes WHOSE RIGHT IT IS/ to whom it rightfully belongs. Cp Jer 22:24-30. 

21:28-38-This is what the Sovereign LORD GOD says CONCERNING/about the Ammonites and their REPROACH/insults, A sword.. drawn for the slaughter.. I will pour out my INDIGNATION/wrath upon you.. THOU SHALT BE/you will be remembered no more– The Ammonites were destroyed later. They backed the killing of Gedaliah, and as a result the surviving important people fled to Egypt and this removed the last trace of leadership from Judah, Jer 40:13-43:13.

22:1-24:27. Jerusalem’s persistent disgraceful sin - She will become a purifying furnace

22:1-12. Will you judge this BLOODY/city of blood.. THUS SAITH the Sovereign LORD GOD THIS CITY SHEDDETH BLOOD.. THAT HER TIME MAY COME/says O city that brings on herself doom by shedding blood, MAKETH IDOLS TO DEFILE HERSELF/and defiles herself by making idols.. the princes use their power to shed blood- 2 Ki 21:1-16; 24:3-4; Isa 1:15; Jer 22:13-17. you have forgotten me SAITH/declares the Sovereign LORD GOD- God's Laws are designed to restrain evil and encourage good, Deu 27:13-28:13. When men turn from God their lives ceases to be good, safe and happy.

22:13-31. I will SCATTER/disperse THEE/you among the HEATHEN/nations.. DISPERSE/scatter you.. dross to me.. I will gather you into Jerusalem– As invading armies came, people fled into the city. as silver is melted in THE MIDST OF a furnace you will be melted IN THE MIDST OF/inside her and you will know that I the Lord have poured my FURY/wrath upon you. Cp Isa 1:21-26; Jer 6:27-30. 

PROPHETS- [MS] /Princes- LXX. roaring lion tearing its prey, 13:4; Zeph 3:3. .. priests HAVE PROFANED/profane my holy things.. PRINCES/officials are like wolves– Instead of shepherds, 34:2-20; Mic 3:11. her prophets HAVE DAUBED THEM WITH UNTEMPERED MORTAR/whitewash these deeds by SEEING VANITY/false visions. the people.. HAVE USED OPPRESSION/oppress the poor.. ill-treat the STRANGER/alien- There is a heavy emphasis on Israel’s defiance of God’s laws, but it is inseparably linked with the disgrace and misery that this caused to the relatively innocent. Cp 1 Jn 3-14-9, etc. I SOUGHT/looked for a man among them who would..  stand before me.. on behalf of the land so that I would not destroy it, but I found none- God could find no-one to clean up the situation, as Hezekiah, 2 Ki 18-19; and Josiah had done, 2 Ki 23:1-25. Ps 106:23, 30. So God would clean Jerusalem up by destroying it and exiling the survivors. Cp Isa 51:18; 59:16; 63:5.

23:1-49  The word of the Lord.. two women daughters of the same mother. Cp Jer 3:6-12. They COMMITTED WHOREDOMS/became prostitutes in the land of Egypt. This builds on Chapter 16. Israel's Idolatry was Adultery against the Lord. He was her Husband, whose love for her, and provision for her was perfect. What men might see as political expediency – Turning for help to Assyria, Babylon, and Egypt was in fact rejection of God– I Sam 8:4-9, and seeking them as lovers, 
 in terms of Ezek 23. Eg Ahaz, 2 Ki 16; 2 Chr 28:17-27. He refused to ask a sign of God's help, Isa 7-8. He took the Treasure from God's temple and used it to bribe the King of Assyria to attack Damascus and Israel. He went to Damascus and saw an Altar there, then had one like it built to replace God's Altar and set the nation to worship Syrian Gods as he said they must be stronger than the Lord, as Syria had beaten God's apostate people!

24:1- 14. In the ninth year, tenth month, tenth day– Ezekiel is describing factual history, even though he is using pictorial and symbolic language to give us God’s view of the spiritual reality of what was happening. The word of the Lord came to me WRITE THE NAME OF THE DAY/record this date.. because the king of Babylon has SET HIMSELF AGAINST/laid siege to Jerusalem this SAME/very day. Early in 588 B.C. The siege lasted about 1.5 years.

SET/Put on A/the cooking pot.. the Sovereign LORD GOD says Woe to the BLOODY city of bloodshed.. The blood she shed.. she SET IT UPON/poured on the TOP OF A bare rock- When an animal was killed, its blood was to be covered, Gen 4:10; Lev 17:13; Isa 3:9; Nah 3:1; Hab 2:12. Their murderous behaviour had been a sin against God as well as against their “neighbour”- the opposite of loving them, Mt 22:40. 

MAKE IT BOIL/cook the meat well.. then set the empty pot on the coals.. until the BRASS/copper.. MAY BE MOLTEN//glows.. so FILTHINESS OF IT/its impurities.. SCUM/deposit CONSUMED/burned away. I HAVE PURGED/tried to cleanse you, but THOU WAST NOT PURGED/you would not be cleansed from your impurity, THOU SHALL NOT BE PURGED/you will not be purged until my wrath has subsided- God had done all he could to get His people to clean up their idolatry and evil living and bring them into a right state, Isa 1:1-20, etc. Total destruction and exile were now the only cure left. All God’s efforts at purging Jerusalem (by Hezekiah, Josiah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc) had been frustrated as the nation resisted. 

24:15-27 The Word of the Lord came.. Son of man As "Son of Man" identified with his people, he will, like THE Son of Man, suffer with them when Jerusalem and its Temple were burned down. with A STROKE/one blow– The word is used of some swiftly fatal disease in Num 14:37. BEHOLD I TAKE/am about to take away from you the delight of thy eyes– A delightful way of describing a man’s dearly loved wife. That personal loss and grief may come to every body is obvious. God’s obedient children and faithful servants are not exempt from it. But by God’s grace He provides comfort, and as they trust Him He shares their sorrow and can make use of the experience they have gained. YET NEITHER SHALT THOU/Do not lament, weep, shed tears- OT mourning customs, Josh 7:6; Jer 16:7; Mic 3:7. As he was a priest there were restrictions on his mourning, Lev 10:6; 21:1-12. The service of God is more important than the ordinary affairs of life. We must not let private tragedies over-ride our public responsibilities. Or disgrace God by seeming to be less caring than the godless, and so miss the chance to demonstrate God’s sympathetic concern and sustaining grace in trial. In this case it was the abnormality of his behaviour that made it a sign. 

So I spoke to the people in the morning, and AT EVEN/in the evening my wife died. IN THE/The next morning I did as.. commanded. The people SAID TO ME/asked.. tell us what these things ARE TO/have to do with us– As in 12:9; 21:7. Of course Ezekiel was given special and startling things to do, but it’s true that the whole life-style of a Believer in Christ is involved in his/her witness, especially when answering the questions of our children, Deu 6:7; Josh 4:21, etc, and neighbours, 1 Pet 3:15. THUS SAITH/This is what the Sovereign LORD GOD says. BEHOLD I WILL/am about to PROFANE/desecrate my sanctuary– Nebuchadnezzar, as God’s agent, Hab 1:5-11, would burn it down. the EXCELLENCY OF YOUR STRENGTH/stronghold in which you take pride, the DESIRE/delight of your eyes.. The sons and daughters you left behind will fall by the sword.. You will do as I have done.. not mourn or weep– They were still refusing to believe God would allow His city and His Temple to be destroyed Cp the Disciples not believing the Lord’s warning of His death and resurrection, Mt 16:21-22; Lk 24:21, etc. They would be in a state of stunned, emotional shock when the news came. Ezekiel IS/will be a sign unto you. You will do as he has done.. You will know that I am the Sovereign LORD GOD.

25:1-33:33; 35:1-15. Judgment on Jerusalem & its neighbours  & Reasons 

(And the responsibility of God’s servant to witness to those under Judgment.

25:1-17 Prophecies against Ammonites, Moabites Edomites & Philistines

Set your face against the Ammonites.. Say to them THUS SAITH/This is what the Sovereign LORD GOD says… because you said “Aha” AGAINST/over my sanctuary when it was PROFANED/desecrated and AGAINST/over the land of Israel when it was laid waste– 2 Ki 24:2. I will turn Rabbah into a STABLE/ pasture for camels and Ammon into a COUCHING/resting place for FLOCKS/sheep .. and you will know that I am the Lord– Jer 27:3-6; 49:1. 

Because Moab and Seir said.. the house of Judah IS/has become like ALL THE HEATHEN/other nations- Meaning  the Lord God of Israel is no different from other national gods. I will give Moab, along with the Ammonites to the people of the East. Because Edom BY TAKING REVENGE/took revenge on the people of Judah.. I will MAKE IT DESOLATE/lay it waste.. They will know that I am the Lord.

Because the Philistines.. with A DESPITEFUL HEART TO DESTROY IT FOR THE OLD HATRED/ancient hostility sought to destroy Judah.. the Sovereign LORD GOD says.. I will EXECUTE/carry out great vengeance on them.. Then they will know that I am the Lord.

26:1-28:23 Prophecies of Judgment on Tyre and its King.

26:1- 21 The word of the Lord..  because Tyre said The gate to the nations is broken– In Solomon’s time he had controlled the “gate” to all the overland trade routes to Tyre/, and Israel prospered.. The destruction of Jerusalem removed the last remnant of this competition with Tyre. 1 K1 9:26-10:29. I will BE REPLENISHED/prosper now Jerusalem is LAID WASTE/lies in ruins.. Therefore I will bring many nations against you.. break down walls and towers.. settlements on the mainland ravaged by the sword- Nebuchadnezzar’s army did this, but the people of Tyre rebuilt it on an island off shore where they boasted that no enemy could reach them as their ships controlled the sea. When Ezekiel wrote, Tyre was the ruling city of the Phoenicians who lived on the coast of Lebanon. They had a great trading Empire around the Mediterranean with colonies in North Africa, Italy, France and Spain. They sailed as far as Cornwall to get tin to mix with copper from Cyprus to make bronze. They defied Alexander, but he used the ruins of the old city- Scraped her DUST/rubble.. make her like THE TOP OF/a bare rock- to build a causeway out to the island and destroyed the new city. Cp Isa 23; Jer 25:22; 47:4; Joel 3:4; Amos 1:9-10; Zech 9:2-4.:

The word of the Lord.. take up a LAMENTATION FOR/lament against Tyre.. you say I am OF perfect in beauty- Then lists their trading partners and the rich products they gained. from them. The east wind- The invading  Babylonian army came from the East. of Tyre. HATH BROKEN/will break you to pieces.. The OT Hebrew tends to record prophecies in the past tense by saying what people at some time in the future, after the event, will say as having happened. KJV follows this. NIV writes the prophecy in the future tense, as that is how we expect future events to be spoken of in English. The mariners and all PILOTS/seamen shall cry bitterly. Rev 17:1-18:19. 

28:1-23. The word of the Lord.. say to the PRINCE/ruler of Tyre.. In the pride of your heart you say I am a God.. sit on the throne of GOD/a God in the midst of the sea… wiser than Daniel- The Biblical Daniel would have already been known for his wisdom, at least among Jews. Daniel had interceded with God and lives were spared. The Ruler of Tyre was acting as if he was even wiser. He could ignore God and look after himself and his people, shrugging off any judgment verdict God gave. 
THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD/This is what the Sovereign Lord says…THOU SEALEST UP THE SUM/You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.. THE ANOINTED CHERUB/You were appointed as a guardian cherub- Sword bearer. In Hebrew Chereb– Sword. Like the terrifying guardian of Eden, Gen 3:24. you were on the holy mount of God.. blameless in your ways from the day you were created until INIQUIIY/wickedness was found in you. So I drove you in disgrace from the mountain of God.. i WILL CAST YOU OUT AS PROFANE/I threw you to the earth- Tyre and its rulers lived in pleasant circumstance “Eden-like ease,” But some of these statements could have been true only in a limited sense. NIV Study Bible says that Ittobaal II the ruler of Tyre when Ezekiel wrote is said to have called himself a God. But he could never have been said to be innocent or perfect, or been the Anointed Guardian or covering Cherub – like the one in Gen 3:34, etc. This is good reason to believe that here and in Isa 14:12-15 the prophets are looking beyond the proud human rulers of Tyre and Babylon and revealing something of the character and history of Satan who inspires and empowers human leaders to accomplish his rebel, destructive purposes to frustrate and frustrate the purposes of God. 

The word of the Lord against- Sidon had been the ruling city of the Phoenicians at an earlier stage. That they are condemned here is a reminder that all of the Phoenician cities would come under God’s Judgment. (Their colony at Carthage then became the ruler of the Phoenician Empire.) they shall know that I am God– As often before, we are reminded that all God’s interventions in Judgment and mercy reveal the eternal reality, that He is God. To us in this present life, this is a matter of Faith, as we can see God at work only dimly. 

28:24-26. THERE WILL BE NO MORE PRICKING BRIAR/No longer will the people of Israel have PEOPLE WHO DESPISED THEM/malicious neighbours.. sharp thorns.. The Sovereign Lord says When I SHALL HAVE GATHERED/ gather the HOUSE/people of Israel from the nations where they have been scattered, I will BE SANCTIFIED/show myself holy among them in the sight of the nations.. they SHALL DWELL/will live in their own land.. in safety.. when I HAVE EXECUTED JUDGMENTS/inflict punishment on their neighbours who DESPISED/maligned them. Then they will know that I am the LORD their God– This is a reminder that in all God’s dealings with the nations – in mercy, Acts 17:26-28, and in judgment punishment – He is fulfilling His purposes.

29:1-32:32. Prophecies of Judgement against Egypt & its Ruler

29:1-21 Set your face against Pharaoh.. and all Egypt.. The Sovereign LORD says  I am against you.. THE GREAT DRAGON/You are a great monster– A great crocodile. lying among your streams.. I will put hooks in your jaws and pull you out.. leave you in the WILDERNESS/desert- This would be a disaster to an Egyptian. They mummified bodies as their religion said the preservation of bodies was essential for their enjoyment of life after death, that all THE INHABITANTS OF/in Egypt will know hat I am God– Boasts of the Nile belonging to them are found on Inscriptions in Egypt. God would demonstrate that this was false. This would involve mercy as well as judgment as the greatest blessings open up to those who know God.  

I will scatter you.. AT THE END OF/after forty years I will gather you.. you will be a BASE/lowly kingdom. Perhaps a literal period of forty years, (The Persian occupation was about that long) but perhaps merely an adequately long time of testing, The Egyptians would no longer be a great power. Even under the Ptolemies, Egypt was as a Greek-oriented power rather than as an Egyptian one. no longer be a source of confidence to Israel, but a reminder of their sin in turning to her for help.
I am going to give Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar– As a reward for the work he had done for the Lord in executing God’s promised judgment on Tyre and Jerusalem. In that day I will CAUSE THE/make a horn grow for OF THE HOUSE Israel.. A horn implies the ability to defend oneself. Grazing animals use their horns to defend themselves, Cp Ex 21:29; Ps 75:4-5; 89:17; 112:9; 132:17; 148:14; Dan 7:8, 11; Mic4:13. This seems to be linked with current events, and not to refer directly to their Messiah/Christ. But many prophecies have further fulfilments at a later time, or ways in which they are still relevant to later developments.. I will open your mouth. Then they will know that I am the Lord- 

30:1-26. This is what the Sovereign LORD says.. Wail.. the day of the Lord 
 is near.. THE/a sword will come against Egypt.. The allies of Egypt will fall, and her proud strength will fall.. by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. I will make the land of Egypt desolate for 40 years.. scatter them throughout the countries.  This is what the Sovereign LORD says, I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt.. I will break both his arms..  I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon.

31:1-18 -the word of the Lord.. Say to Pharaoh king of Egypt  Who ART THOU LIKE IN THY GREATNESS/can compare with you?- God is probably quoting one of the boasting remarks common in Egypt. BEHOLD/Consider Assyria, WAS/once a cedar in Lebanon  it towered on high.. all the birds.. beasts– A vivid picture of the prosperity and importance of Assyria. Cp Dan 4:10-12.

Because THOU HAST LIFTED UP THYSELF IN HEIGHT/it towered on high HIS HEART WAS LIFTED UP IN; was proud of HIS/its height.. On the day it was brought down to the grave.. I CAUSED A MOURNING/made the nations tremble.. You too will be brought down with the trees of Eden to the earth below. This is Pharaoh and all His MULTITUDE/hosts says the Sovereign LORD OF HOSTS.

32:1-32. The Word of the Lord.. take up a lament concerning Pharaoh .. You are like a lion– A common figure for the power and majesty of a king. among the nations, A WHALE/like a monster in the sea.. FOULEDST/muddying the RIVERS/streams. Egypt had been stronger than nearby nations, and had used its power in harmful ways.  

The Sovereign LORD says: I WILL SPREAD OUT MY NET OVER YOU WITH A COMPANY OF MANY PEOPLE/With a great throng of people I will cast a net over you– God would act in Judgment, but, as often, all that people would see would be the actions of His human agents. THEN WILL I LEAVE THEE/they will throw you out on the land.. I WILL CAUSE ALL THE FOWLS OF THE AIR TO REMAIN UPON THEE/the ravens will be filled with your flesh. I will cover the sun with a cloud.. the moon will not give its light.. I will SET/bring darkness UPON/over your land.. kings will shudder with terror because of you when I brandish my sword before them.. The sword of the king of Babylon will come against you..  Then SHALL/will they know that I am the Lord.

The word of the Lord, son of man wail for the MULTITUDE/hordes of Egypt, and CAST THEM DOWN/consign to the LOWER PARTS OF THE/earth below both her and the daughters of mighty nations, with those who go down to the pit. 

35:1-15.  Prophecies of Judgment against Edom.  (Cp 25:2-14.)

35:1-5. Set your face against mount Seir.. say THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD/This is what the Sovereign LORD  says I am against you .. I will make you a desolate waste.. Because you harboured A PERPETUAL HATRED/an ancient hostility- The Edomites who lived in the area around Mt Seir South East of the Dead Sea, were descended from Esau the brother of Israel’s ancestor Jacob. The Bible records persistent hostility, Gen 25:30-38; 27:1-41; Amos 1:1-11; delivered the Israelites over to the sword at.. the time of their punishment- Achaeologists have found both Babylonian and Edomite arrow heads in the ruins of the fortress of Arad which was destroyed during the Babylonian attack. therefore.. THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD /the Sovereign LORD declares.. since you did not hate BLOOD/bloodshed.. BLOOD/bloodshed will pursue you.. I will make you A PERPETUAL DESOLATION/desolate for ever– Their land today is dry, with only a few villages. Then shall you know that I am the Lord. Because you have said These two.. countries will be ours- Edomite pottery etc shows they took over villages in southern Judah. WHEREAS/even though I the Lord was there declares the Sovereign LORD, I will DO ACCORDING TO/treat you in accordance with YOUR/the anger and ENVY/jealousy you showed them– This is a universal principle that God treats people as they treat others: Gen 12:3; Mt 7:1-5; 2 Cor 5:9. Boasted against me- Cp Ps 35:26; Jer 48:26-47; Ob 12; Zeph 2:8.. the Sovereign LORD says, when the whole earth rejoices I will make you desolate, because you rejoiced BECAUSE THE/when the inheritance of the house of Israel became desolate. you will be desolate, O mount Seir and all Edom. Then you will know that I am the Lord.

33:1-33. Ezekiel as Watchman - God must Punish All Sin. God pleads Repent & Love

(The parallel passage, 3:16-21, assures Ezekiel that God will enable him to cope with Israel’s stubbornness. Here the emphasis is on the responsibility for each person – good or bad – to respond to the Lord’s pleading to” turn and Live.”)

33:1-9.The word of the Lord.. speak to THE CHILDREN OF THY PEOPLE/your countrymen.. when I bring the sword against a land.. and they choose A MAN OF THEIR COASTS/one of their men and make him a watchman.. he sees the sword coming and blows the trumpet.. if anyone hears the trumpet and does not take warning.. his blood will be upon his own head. But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet.. HIS BLOOD- as the life principle, Gen 4:1-12; 9:5. WILL I REQUIRE AT THE WATCHMAN’S HAND/I will hold the watchman accountable– The nation having failed to fulfil God’s purpose He turns to appeal to individuals to take up the challenge of proclaiming his will. Cp 2 Tim 2:1-6. Son of man I have made you a watchman to the house of Israel,. to hear the word AT MY MOUTH/I speak, and give them warning from me He is to spend time listening to God and speak out God's warnings as a "Watchman" – A soldier on sentry duty, awake while others sleep, alert to see any danger coming, and waken them to face it. The prophets were spiritual watchmen, alert to hear what God had to say, and then pass it on to His people. Watchmen in the physical world could be sure that their warnings would be valued. But God’s people had become so apostate that the faithful spiritual watchman was likely to face bitter resentment, Isa 30:9-13; Jer 6:17; Hos 9:8; Amos 2:12; Hab 2:1. OT prophets were, and GOSPEL preachers today are, responsible to preach Gods warnings as well as the cheerful Good things that people want to hear. 

When I say to the wicked.. you will surely die.. and you do not speak out to WARN THE WICKED/Dissuade him from his WAY/ways, that wicked man will die IN HIS INIQUITY/for his sin, BUT HIS BLOOD WILL I REQUIRE AT THY HAND and I will hold you accountable for his blood.  You will be responsible for his dying in His sin, and spiritual death. Sinners are to be told that unless they turn to God, they will die in their sins. Ezekiel is to echo God's motive - that people will be SAVED from the reasonable consequences of their sin, by repenting and turning to God. If you do warn the wicked and he does not turn.. he will die IN HIS INIQUITY/for his sin, but you will have DELIVERED YOUR SOUL/saved yourself- The individuals were each responsible directly to God. And the blessing or judgment would be brought on them by their response to God’s message –as it always is. Cp Deu 32:23. If they refuse and insist on dying in their sins. Ezekiel will still have a clear conscience before God- he will have done God's will. Cp Acts 20:26, 27, 31: 

33:10-11 Our offences weigh us down.. how then can we live?  Say to them As surely as I live declares the LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD, I HAVE/take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn.. HIS WAY/their ways and live.. Turn!.. Why will you die?- 18:22-23, 31-32; Deu 30:1-30; 1 Ki 8:33-56; Jer 25:5; 2 Pet 3:3-9. To state the facts of God’s Judgment was only part of Ezekiel’s responsibility, He must state them as an outpouring of God’s love for sinners, pleading with them not to condemn themselves to perish under God’s righteous Judgment on sin by refusing to repent. The Gospel of God’s grace in Christ requires us to speak the solemn warnings in love.- Loveless preaching is worse than useless, 1 Cor 13:1-2. 

33:12-16 The righteousness of the righteous man will not DELIVER/save him IN THE DAY OF TRANSGRESSION/when he disobeys and the wickedness of the wicked man will not FALL THEREBY/cause him to fall THAT HE TURNETH FROM HIS WICKEDNESS/when he turns from it– 3:20; 18:24, 26,27. I have heard preachers contrasting this with our position under the Gospel of God’s Grace in Christ, boasting about the eternal security of the Believer. But alongside the eternal security of the Believer, the Gospel proclaims that any profession of Faith in Christ is empty nonsense unless its reality is manifested in obedient, transformed lives, Mt 7:25-29. Jn 15:9-12; 2 Tim 2:19; Jas 2:14-26; 2 Pet 1:1-12; 1 Jn 1:5-9; 3:1-5; etc.

WHEN/If I SAY UNTO/tell the righteous man he will surely live, but then he trusts in his own righteousness– Rom 10:1-11. and COMMIT INIQUITY/does evil,.. he will die for IT/the evil he has done. AGAIN, WHEN/If I say to the wicked man You will surely die, and he turns away from his sin and does what is.. right. he will surely live– This applies directly to the way an Israelite chose to live. It agrees with God’s word in Ex 22:1-15; Lev 6:2-5; Num 5:6-7; Lk 19:8. This makes it clear that a visibly, law-approved life accumulates no virtue that will save any man from the consequences of sinning. And no pattern of past sinful living makes it impossible to turn and get right with God. That is why God pleads with sinners to turn and not die, 33:11; Heb 4:5-7. 

33:17-20 THE CHILDREN OF Your PEOPLES/countrymen say the way of the Lord is not EQUAL/just.. But it is their way that is not just.. I will judge EVERYONE/each of you AFTER/according to his own ways – Cp 18:25, 29. Then, as now, people with some knowledge of God’s word misuse their knowledge by setting themselves up as judges of what God does, and ought to do. God assures them, and us, that when people face Him in Judgment, their own consciences will assure them of the rightness of His every verdict, Rom 3:19. 

33:21-29 In the twelfth year of our CAPTIVITY/exile a man who had escaped came.. Jerusalem has fallen.. before he came the Lord opened my mouth.. no longer DUMB/silent- Presumably Ezekiel had given God’s warning, and had nothing more to say until the following message came. The word of the Lord…THEY THAT INHABIT/the people living in the THOSE WASTES/ruins of the land of Israel are saying Abraham was only one man, yet he INHERITED/possessed the land. We are many.. WHEREFORE/Therefore say to them THUS SAITH/This is what the LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD says You eat the flesh with the blood.. defile neighbours wife.. LIFT UP YOUR EYES TOWARDS/look to you idols, shed blood. SHALL/Should you inherit the land- Abraham was a man of obedient faith, and God gave him the land. They were defying God by the way they lived so had no right to the land which God had promised to His obedient people, Deu 4:23-31, etc. They will know that I am the Lord when I make HAVE MADE the land MOST/a desolate waste because of.. the ABOMINATIONS/detestable things that they have done.  Even the well-meaning actions of Gedaliah could not fend off the desolation.

33:31-33  Son of man, THE CHILDEN OF your PEOPLE/countrymen.. saying come and hear the WORD/message OF/that has come from the Lord.. they.. HEAR/listen to your words but WILL NOT DO THEM/do not put them into practice.. with their mouth they SHOW MUCH LOVE/express devotion.. but their hearts GOETH AFTER THEIR COVETOUSNESS/greed for unjust gain.  To them you are AS A VERY LOVELY SONG/nothing more than one who sings love songs with a PLEASANT/beautiful voice.. they hear your words but do not DO THEM/put them into practice- Ps 78:36-37; Mt 7:21-27. This is still a problem. Many people who flock to hear a popular preacher, and enjoy singing praises to God that profess great love for Jesus Christ, may be quite unwilling to submit their lives to obedient fellowship with Christ, Jn 15:10; 1 Jn 3:1-3, etc. If a preacher aims at popularity and adjusts his message and program so that it provides entertainment comparable to that of pop stars, this increases the danger. By God’s grace may we as preachers and hearers search our motives as we ask God’s guidance, and obey promptly and so allow ourselves to be drawn into fellowship with Him, Phil 2:1-15; Jas 2:3-6.

When all this comes TO PASS/true they will know that a prophet has been among them- Whether or not any statement made by a preacher is the correct interpretation or application of God’s Word isn’t always clear. There is uncertainty as to which preachers are speaking God’s truth accurately in love, Eph 4:15. Many Godly preachers used greatly by God have blundered into making statements that later proved to be false. But we must speak the truth as we know it, Jer 23:28. To Speak confidently as God’s spokesmen, is no excuse for pride; It requires being open to conviction by God’s written Word, by God’s Spirit. Being willing to listen to alternative interpretations, ready to see that those who differ may be correct, Phil 2:2-16. If the fruit of any preaching is bitterness it’s not of God, Mt 7:15-20; 1 Cor 3:1-15; 4:1-5; Heb 12:14-15; Jas 3:17-18 

34:1-31; 36:1-48:35. God’s Purposes for Israel will be Fulfilled.

(Israel's Leaders have been false Shepherds- God will be Shepherd. 34:1-31. Exiled Israel will be restored to their land under God’s New Covenant. It will be personal, individual, yet National Restoration-Resurrection-Reunification, 36:1-378. Gog etc will invade and be wiped out. Israel will live in fruitful peace, 38:1-39:29. Details of a Temple that will provide for Worship and fellowship with God, 40:1-42:20. God's Glory returns to the Temple. Details of Altar, Levites, Priests and Prince, 43:1-44:31 The Land shared out between God’s Temple, the Prince and the tribes, 45:1-46:24; 47:13-48:29. Water of Life from under Altar. Access gates and the Lord’s Presence, 47:1-12; 48:30-35.)

34:1-31. Israel's Leaders have been false Shepherds - God will be Shepherd.

(Israel is God’s flock. He will judge the rulers and all who exploit their neighbours. Ultimately all problems will be solved when “David” will rule on God’s behalf.)

34:1-10. The word of the Lord.. Prophesy against the shepherds of Israel.. The Sovereign LORD says.. Woe BE to the shepherds of Israel- Among people familiar with the way a shepherd looked after his sheep it was natural that this should set the pattern of how rulers should treat those they ruled over. This is stated specifically in Isa 36:11; 63:11-12; Zech 11:4, 8; Lk 15:4. THAT DO FEED/who only take care of themselves.. You eat the FAT/curds, clothe yourselves with the wool, and YOU KILL/slaughter THEM THAT ARE FED/the choice animals, but you do not FEED/take care of the flock. You have ruled WITH FORCE/harshly and CRUELTY/brutally.. AND/So they were scattered- 11:16-17; 12:15; 20:23, 41; 22:15; 28:25; Jer 23:1; Mt 9:36. My sheep– They are His personal property and His concern. wandered AND NONE DID SEARCH/no one searched or SEEK AFTER/looked for them- Jer 50:6; Mt 18:12-14; Mk 6:34; Lk 15:4; 19:10. The Sover4eign Lord says I am against the shepherds and will REQUIRE.. AT THEIR HAND/hold them accountable for my flock- Jer 23:1-8; Heb 14:17. I will CAUSE THEM TO CEASE/remove them from FEEDING/tending MY/the flock.

34:11-16 The LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD says I, EVEN I/myself will search OUT/for my sheep and look after them. I will DELIVER/rescue them.. I will bring them out from the PEOPLE/nations Having described how He would deal with the exploiting shepherds, the Lord commits Himself to the task of caring for His flock, personally, Jer 23:3-4. and will bring them into their own land- Not just from Babylon, Jer 43:1-7. Cp 11:17; 20:34, 41-42; 28:25; 37:21; 39:27. In the NT the Lord Jesus is the shepherd of His sheep, Jn 10; 1 Pet 5:1-4. And now, Israelites from all over the world have been physically restored to the land.. I will FEED/pasture them.. they will feed on FAT/rich pasture.. I myself will FEED/tend my FLOCK/sheep.. I will FEED THEM/shepherd the flock with JUDGMENT/justice.

34:17-22 As for you my flock.. I will judge between CATTLE AND CATTLE/one sheep and another.. you also TREAD DOWN/trample the RESIDUE/rest of the pasture.. MY FLOCK.. EAT/must the rest of the flock feed on what you have TRODDEN WITH YOUR FEET/trampled, and drink what you have FOULED/ muddied with your feet? I will judge between the fat CATTLE/sheep and the lean CATTLE/sheep.. PUSHED/butting the DISEASED/weak sheep with your horns until you have SCATTERED/ driven them ABROAD/away- The ordinary people had caused each other suffering. In a sense even the King and High Priest were God’s sheep, and that should have moulded their actions. Cp Col 4:1. The worst sufferings are often caused by ordinary citizens with just enough power over others to exploit them, Prov 14:31; 28:3. God’s personal care for His flock would be totally fair and just. 
 Cp social justice in Isa 3:13-14; 5:8; Jer 34:8-22; Amos 5:12; 6:1-7; Mic 2:1-13. 

34:23-31 I will SET UP/place over them one shepherd. my servant David, and he will FEED/tend them. AND I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be a prince among them– 37:25; 44:3; 45:7, 16-17, 22; 46:2-18; 48:21-22; 2 Sam 7:11-29, (Especially 7:16) Ps 89:4, 20, 29; Isa 40:11; Jer 23:5-6. Israel and Judah had been one flock, under one shepherd when David and Solomon ruled. What David has written of his fellowship with God, in God’s purposes has been a comfort and encouragement to God’s people in all ages since. But what is promised here has particular reference to the Millennium, when Christ/David, from Jerusalem, reigns over the world in glory, righteousness and peace. Isa 9:6-7; 42:1; Hos 3:5. 
I will make a covenant pf peace- Shalom- Peace, is the fullness of life and security in fellowship with God. with them– Cp 37:26. All God’s covenants aim at peace, Isa 54:10; Mal 2:5. The final covenant of Jer 31:31-34 is of peace in Christ 1 Cor 15:20-28; Col 1:20. and WILL CAUSE TO CEASE/rid the land of EVIL/wild beasts– 37:26; Ps 104:20-21; Jer 5:6. Perhaps literally as in 14:15. Perhaps the removal of violent rulers, as in 22:27. But it seems to me more likely to be the peace promised in Isa 2: 2-4; 11:1-10, which I see as the cessation of all human hostility. 
I will MAKE THEM AND THE PLACES SURROUNDING MY HILL A BLESSING/bless them and the places surrounding my hill. I will CAUSE TO COME DOWN/send down showers in season- Instead of drought and famine brought on by Israel’s persistent disobedience, God’s grace to them in the personal presence of Christ their promised “David” would guarantee fruitfulness. The way even the wilderness places spring to life and beauty in response to showers of rain, is a heart-warming picture of all the blessings God’s presence and care produce in the lives of His people. AND there SHALL/will be showers of blessing.. The TREE/trees of the field will yield HER/their fruit, and the EARTH/ground will yield HER INCREASE/its crops. the people will be SAFE/secure. They will know that I am the Lord when I HAVE BROKEN/break the BANDS/bars of their yoke- Isa 58:6. Cp 30:18; Lev 26:13; Jer 27:2; 28:10-13. They would no longer be driven to labour for the benefit of foreign powers. THUS SHALL/They will know that I the Lord their God am with them, and that they, EVEN the house of Israel are my people. SAITH/declares the Sovereign LORD GOD. You my FLOCK/sheep.. are people, And I am your GOD SAITH/declares the Sovereign LORD GOD– Cp Ex 6:7; Hos 1:9-10. 

36:1-37:28. Dry Bones-Israel brought to life. Live in their land under New Covenant.

36:1-15 Prophesy UNTO/against the mountains of Israel- Cp 35:12. In the OT the word mountain/hill is used in several symbolic senses: (a) Nations, even if like Babylon they exist on flat country, are called mountains, 34:26; Isa 2:1-4; 11:1-10. (b).The refuge on which people rely, as in Ps 11:1. Cp Jdg 1:19-35. (Because the land is hilly, Christianity in Ethiopia and Lebanon successfully resisted Islam.) (c) A place for Baal worship, Isa 63:7; Jer 3:6; etc. `All three may be involved here – The hill country was the core of national Israel, their safe refuge, so represented the identity and security of the nation. And their hills were often the scene of idol worship.

The LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD says. Because they MADE YOU A PREY/ravaged you..  plundered.. A DERISION/ridiculed by the RESIDUE OF THE HEATHEN/ nations around you.. THE.. NATIONS/the nations around you will also suffer scorn.. I am concerned for you.. will look with favour– Lev 26:9, multiply people upon you, even the house of Israel.. no longer will you suffer the scorn of peoples or cause your nation to fall, declares the LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD.
36:16-21-The word of the Lord came to me,. When the HOUSE/people of Israel were living in their land they POLLUTED/defiled it by their OWN WAY/conduct. So I poured my FURY/wrath upon them because they shed blood on the land and had defiled it with their idols \THEY WERE DISPERSED/I dispersed them THROUGH/among the COUNTRIES/nations When His people sinned, God could not protect them, Num 14:15-16; 2 Ki 16:1-18. they profaned my holy name, for it was said of them These are the Lord’s people and yet they ARE GONE FORTH FROM/had to leave His land- This gave the impression that God was unable to protect His people, Isa 52:5; Rom 2:24.

36/22-38 Therefore say to the House of Israel.. the LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD says I DO NOT DO THIS not FOR YOUR SAKES/It is not for your sake– Not what you have deserved. but for the sake of my holy name- God’s name = reputation and announced purposes, were at stake. Those purposes were the product of love, so His Grace was also involved, 20:9, 14, 22; 33:11; Deu 9:4-6; 1 Ki 5:3; 2 Pet 3:9. the HEATHEN/nations will know that I am the Lord. I will gather you out FROM ALL COUNTRIES/of the nations and bring you back INTO YOUR OWN/to the land- Physical restoration. to their land. 

Sprinkle clean water on you. Cp Ex 30:19-20; Num 19:18-19; Zech 13:1; Heb 10-22. YOU SHALL BE CLEAN/cleanse you from your idols– 37:23; Jer 33:8-9. Restoration to the God-ordained pattern of religious life and worship. Ezra and Nehemiah began this. When our Lord came it had been accomplished, but the next step remained to be done. I will give you a new heart– New and right desires, made possible because He put a new spirit WITHIN/in you. Cp 11:19; 18:31; Deu 29:4. God demands a change of heart and spirit, but what He requires of His people, He always provides for them, if they will act on it in faith. 

I will put my spirit in you- Under the New Covenant, Jer 31:31-34. What Ezekiel says here may be the reason why the Lord said Nicodemus should know about being Born of Water and the Spirit in Jn 3. and CAUSE YOU TO WALK/move you to follow my STATUTES/decrees and be careful to keep my laws– God promised to put His Spirit into His people to enable them to walk with Him, Ps 51:7-11; Rom 8:13-18. God s Grace grants the Holy Spirit to those who repent-and believe. That enlightens and sharpens human consciences so people begin to see themselves and their desires, past life, etc, as God sees them. If they come to the light to check up with God, they are given more light. If they refuse it the light blinds them, Jn 3:16-22. 

In His First coming the Lord made provision for this, Jn 1:11-13; 3:1-16, Acts 2:38-47;10:9-48; Rom 10:1-16. this new heart, is assured to individuals, Jews or Gentiles. But in the rest of Ezekiel, and in Zech 12:7-13:7;) Mt 23:39; Acts 3:12-26, etc, this Spiritual rebirth seems to be applied to Israel as a nation as in Rom 11:1-32. And obedience will be enforced world-wide by the Lord from His Throne as he reigns in Glory from Jerusalem, Zech 14. But as our Lord said in Acts 1:6-8, this is not the main concern for us Christians.

You will live in the land.. be my people and I will be your God.. I will save you from all your uncleanness. Cp Lev 5:9; Num 19:17-29; Ps 51:7. I will MULTIPLY/increase the fruit of the trees and the INCREASE/crops of the field. Cp 34:20, 43. no more famine.. You will loathe yourselves for your ABOMINATIONS/detestable practices.. the desolate land will be TILLED/cultivated.. become like the garden of Eden– Fruitfulness is God’s will, Gen 1:22, 28; 8:17; 9:1-7; 17; 6; 35: 11; 48:3-4; Ex 1:7. God made it clear that obedience and fruitfulness were inseparable, 2 Sam 6:1-12. 

The LORD GOD/Sovereign LORD says.. I will INCREASE THEM WITH MEN LIKE A FLOCK/make their people as numerous as sheep.. then you will know that I am the LORD. Cp 1 Chr 29:21; 2 Chr 35:7. 

37:1-28 It will be Individual, yet National Restoration-Resurrection-Reunification.

(A vivid picture of Israel’s hopeless spiritual state.  God by His Spirit makes dry bones living people 
 when His Word is preached to them! Under "David" they will Witness to all nations.)

37:1-6. the Spirit of the Lord.. set me in the MIDST/middle of a valley .full of dry bones– Long dead. He SAID TO/asked me.. can these bones live? – Israel’s spiritual situation is hopeless. They are dead to God and His purpose for them, and they had been dead for so long that all that remained was scattered dry bones of what had once been their skeletons. But God had not abandoned them or lost interest in them. He asked His servant– the watchman He had appointed for Israel– if they could ever live for God. I said O LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord, THOU KNOWEST/You alone know- Humanly speaking the answer was clear that they couldn’t. But having been shown God’s power, 1:4-28, and loving concern for Israel, 33:11, Ezekiel set no limits on God.

Prophesy UPON/to these bones- Ezekiel had previously been required to prophesy to other inanimate things, mountains, 6:3; 36:1, and forests, 13:21. These were symbolic personifications of the people of Israel, but perhaps in a sense it reminds us that often our audiences are spiritually inanimate, and in fact we were all dead in our sins until hearing God’s message made us come alive, Eph 2:1-5. THUS SAITH/This is what the LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord says.. I WILL CAUSE my breath- Ruach– wind, breath, spirit, the Holy Spirit. TO/will enter yoo.. SINEWS/tendons.. flesh.. skin.. and you will LIVE/come to life- The dead will receive life by a logical process. As with our conversion this may proceed by steps, over a number of years. But we finally come to life the instant God breathes His Spirit into each individual. For National Israel this is described in Zech 13. The application to Christian Believers is set out in Scriptures such as Jn 1:12-13; 3:2-16; Acts 2 and 10; Rom 8:1-16; 1 Cor 12:13; Phi1 1:6: etc Then shall you know that I am the Lord– Ezekiel is often told this is the reason for God’s intervening actions. His people should be eager to cooperate with Him. 

37:7-10 I prophesied as.. commanded. As I prophesied.. the bones came together.. SINEWS/tendons.. flesh.. skin.. but no breath- This suggests that the gathering together and formation of the material body of national Israel (which has been a fact and problem in the modern world since 1948) precedes their coming alive into a spiritual body. And the latter requires a separate, deliberate intervention of God. The Lord said prophesy to the WIND/breath. say to it THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD/this is what the Sovereign Lord says, Come from the four winds– From all directions, so a world-wide movement. and say O breath breathe UPON/into these slain so that they might live. So I prophesied.. they stood up on their feet AN EXCEEDING great- Chayil- Mighty in wealth, strength competence etc. army.
37:11-14 .. these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say our bones are dried up and our hope LOST/gone. The LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord says I HAVE OPENED/will open your graves.. and BROUGHT/bring THEM/you back to THEIR/your own land.. 
 and SHALL/will put my Spirit in you and you will live. 

Then you will know that I the Lord.. have done it- In Ezekiel God often speaks of, or to, Israel as a nation, He now makes clear that He will deal with Israelites as individuals. As He speaks to them through His servant, each will go through the necessary process of becoming fit for life, as individuals. And God Himself will personally breathe Life in each one of them. Cp Gen 2:7; Isa 26:19; Hos 5:2; 13:14. 

37:15-23. take ONE/a stick.. write UPON/on it FOR/Belonging to Judah.. and the Israelites HIS COMPANIONS/with him. Take another stick.. write on it.. THE STICK OF EPHRAIM/Ephraim’s stick, belonging to Joseph.. and Israel associated with him..
 Join them ONE TO ANOTHER/together into one stick- The twelve tribes had been set free from enemies and united into one nation by the battles God had enabled David to win. Solomon reigned over that united kingdom in peace, wealth, and glory - but turned from God to worship idols. Since his death God’s people had been divided into two, often warring, kingdoms, Judah and Israel. In God’s sight they were all Israelites, His people. There was always rivalry between the two, 2 Sam 19:41-20:2. In the Gospels Samaritans – partly descended from Ephraim etc who by then worshipped God according to the Law, and the Jews were bitter enemies. Ezekiel was to join the sticks as a symbol of Gods ultimate purpose for His people. Cp Mt 24:29 

the LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord says I will take the stick of Joseph,, Ephraim.. and join it to Judah’s stick.. I will take the Israelites out of.. bring them back into their own land.. I will make them one nation.. one king.. They will no longer defile themselves with their idols– The returned exiles battled against idolatry and won. I will save them OUT OF ALL THEIR DWELLING PLACES WHEREIN THEY HAVE SINNED/from all their sinful backslidings and I will cleanse them. 

37:24-28 My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will ALSO WALK IN/follow my JUDGMENTS/laws and OBSERVE/be careful to keep my STATUTES/decrees. They SHALL DWELL IN/will have the land I HAVE GIVEN/gave to my servant Jacob.. their children and their children’s children will live there forever.. My servant David- Messiah/Christ of David's Descendants, 34:23; Isa 9:6-7; 60:11; Jer 3:15; Dan 9:24; etc. their prince forever. I will make a covenant of peace with them.. an everlasting covenant.. I will put my sanctuary among them FOR EVERMORE/forever.. Then the HEATHEN/nations will know that I the Lord DO SANCTIFY/make 
 Israel holy, when my sanctuary SHALL BE IN THEIR MIDST/is among them FOR EVERMORE/forever- Israel and Judah united under a King – “David,” – as promised in 2 Sam 7. He will shepherd and rule the nation forever The people will keep God's Law, prosper and multiply, God will dwell among them, and they will be His People.

38:1-39:29. Gog (etc) will invade & be wiped out.   Israel will live in Fruitful Peace

                 (As we work through verse by verse I will add comments that I have found helpful, but for an over-all picture see Appendix A.)

Ezek 38:1-16 Son of man, set your face against Gog– There was at that time a King Gyges in Lydia, north of Israel, but it’s likely to be used as a vague reference to an unknown future enemy of God’s people. A Magog is mentioned in Gen 10:2; 1 Chr 1:5, but Magog could also mean the place of Gog,- his people or land. prophesy against him and say,, LORD GOD/The Sovereign Lord says I am against you.. chief prince of Meshek and Tubal– Gen 10:2; 1 Chr 1:5. The association with Russia is an interesting possibility, but there seems to be no evidence that these words were used of places in Russia. It was the 1st Czar, Ivan the Terrible who founded the city of Moscow as his capital. It’s unwise to be dogmatic, and sinful to quarrel over differences of interpretation.. I will put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army, horses- God says He will intervene, in fulfilment of His purposes, and pull them into Israel as ruthlessly as a hooked fish is pulled in by a fisherman. Yet they will think they are defying God, for their own selfish reasons. Cp Isa 10:6-7, Acts 2:23. BE PREPARED/Get ready, and PREPARE YOURSELF/be prepared, you and your hordes,, In THE LATTER/future years you will COME INTO/invade a land.. whose people IS/were gathered OUT OF/from many PEOPLE/nations

You will say I will GO TO/attack THEM THAT ARE AT REST THAT DWELL IN SAFETY/a peaceful and unsuspecting people.. DWELLING/living without walls- Tatford says that only the post-Millennial invasion, Rev 20:8-9 fits this. But it may mean the invaders are confident that they can easily overwhelm Israel as its defences are inadequate as in Zech 12:4-5. to TAKE A SPOIL/loot- Cp Zech 12–14 Israel is rebuilding its land when Gog and his allies decide to attack and loot it and Israel seems defenceless. Although they imagine they are attacking God's people, God is bringing them against Israel – Probably by allowing their hatred against His people to come to a head, and so push them into a situation where they are clearly in the wrong, and judgment can fall righteously upon them. Cp Pharaoh'’s defiance ending in the Red Sea, Rom 9:17-18.) Sheba and Dedan- In the time of Ezekiel these were the names of two great trading centres in Arabia, 23:42; 27:22; Job 6:19; 1 Ki 10:1-2. They may be mentioned here as representing trading nations, or today’s multi-national businesses firms. Such, although not directly involved, take a lively interest in, and profit from, all wars. Cp Rev 18:11-19. 

38:17-23. The LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord says Are you not the one spoken of in OLD TIME/former days.. by the prophets.. that I would bring you against them.  I will CALL FOR/summon a sword– Isa 34:5-6. against Gog.. every man’s sword will be against his brother- One form of God’s Judgment on sinners is that their motivation in opposing Him and His people, being self-centred and selfish, naturally produces conflicts. Cp 2 Chr 20:22-23; Gal 5:20-21. This has been very obvious in attacks on Israel since their nationhood in 1948. And, earlier in conflicts between enemies of God’s work in the Reformation. I will rain down AN OVERFLOWING/torrents of rain, GREAT hailstones and FIRE AND BRIMSTONE/burning sulphur.. I will MAGNIFY MYSELF/show my greatness and SANCTIFY MYSELF/holiness. Then they will know that I am the Lord.

39:1-6 This is what the LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord says I am against you O Gog, THE CHIEF prince of Meshek and Tubal.. I will bring you from the far NORTH PARTS/north- 38:6, 15. Cp Isa 17:12-14;Joel 3:2-11. and send you against the mountains of Israel. Then I will strike your bow from your left hand and make the arrows FALL OUT OF/drop from your right hand. On the mountains of Israel you will fall, you and all.. the PEOPLE/nations that are with you. I will give you as food to.. RAVENOUS/carrion birds. I will send fire- 30:8. on Magog.. they will know that I am the Lord- God will bring Gog from the North, and when they reach Israel God will take their weapons from them - Make them powerless to fulfil their intention to destroy God's people. God will send fire on the army and destroy it. In Zech 14:12 the plague that strikes them sounds like Atomic Radiation. God's defence of Israel will make His Name known among them.

Ezek 39:7-16. I will make known my holy name IN THE MIDST OF/among my people Israel.. no longer let THEM POLLUTE/ my holy name be profaned and the nations will know that I am the LORD and the Holy One IN/of Israel. Then those who DWELL/live in the CITIES/towns of Israel will go out and use the weapons for fuel.. for seven years– Perhaps literally 7 years, but 7 can be used to mean a full or perfect number of something. So it may be saying that whatever military equipment the invaders used would be sufficient to equip Israel to repair the damage done by the invasion. 
 

they will ROB/loot them that ROBBED/looted them.. On that day I will give Gog a PLACE OF GRAVES/burial place.. the VALLEY OF THE PASSENGERS ON THE EAST OF/way of those who travel east towards the sea- KJV and NIV footnote are likely to be right as the only other times the preposition is used (Gen 2:14; 4:16; 1 Sam 13:5) it’s translated as “of”. This would fit the valley of Jezreel-Esdraelon through which a great trade route ran from across Jordan to the Pass guarded by Megiddo  (Armageddon- Har– Hill. Megiddo) to the coastal plain and down to Egypt. 

Cleanse the land– Ritual Purity as a symbol of Holy, God-oriented living is a common theme in Ezekiel- 22:26; 24:13; 36:25,33’ 37:23. Unburied corpses defiled the land, Deu 21:23. Corpses were unclean, Lev 5:2; 21:1, 11; 22:4;: Num 19:16-22; 31:19. The Lord used them as a symbol of hidden spiritual uncleanness, Mt 23:27-31. Cp Rom 3:13. It is normal for God to deliver His people from defiling things, but require also to them to act and make it effective, Deu 7:23; Rom 8:1-16; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. 

39:17-20 the LORD GOD/sovereign Lord says SPEAK TO/Call out to every FEATHERED FOWL/kind of bird and TO EVERY BEAST OF THE FIELD/all the wild animals– The totality of the judgment is emphasized by calling to all possible corpse eaters. I am preparing for you the great sacrifice- Isa 34:6; Rev 19:17-21. upon the mountains of Israel.. you will eat the flesh of mighty men.. OF/as if they were rams and lambs, goats and bulls- Ezekiel is to call all the Vultures etc to the Battle -The slaughtered host will be like a sacrifice God has made - The Scavengers will feed at God's "Altar/Table." For the idea of Judgment on defiant rebels being regarded as a sacrifice, holy to the Lord, see Josh 6:17-19; Isa 34:6; Jer 46:10; Zeph 1:7. 

The blood, and fat of sacrifices belonged to the Lord, 44:15; Lev 3:17; and the priests and their families, if they were ritually clean, ate parts of the sacrifices. Here, the death of the wicked contributed no joy to the Lord, 33:11. Unclean animals were to enjoy this “Feast.” While the burial of the dead was to commence promptly, the vast numbers would mean that many corpses would be reduced to bones before the 7 month period expired. In 1:1 etc God revealed something of His glory to Ezekiel, as He did to Isaiah, Isa 6:1. In a very different way God revealed Himself in Jesus at His first Coming, Jn 1:14; 14:8-11; Heb 1:1-3.-But His glory has remained hidden from the eyes of those who refuse to believe, Jn 3:17-19. Too late to benefit from it, they will one day see and realise His glory when He returns, Mt 26:64; 2 Th 1:7-10; 2:7-12. Dwell safely in the isles- Isles, coasts, fringes, as in Gen 10:5. So areas far distant from Israel.

39:21- 29 I will SET/display my glory among the HEATHEN/nations and all the HEATHEN/nations will see MY JUDGMENT/the punishment I HAVE EXECUTED/inflict.. From that day forward the house of Israel will know that I am the Lord their God– This is stated many times throughout Ezekiel. Cp Ex 7:5; 10:2; 14:18; 16:6-7, 12; Josh 2:9-11; 4:24; God’s great purpose in all His every intervention in this world is that people should know Him, preferably come to know Him in salvation, but for those who persist in refusing, 33:11; Deu 30:9-20, That the godless often seem to sin with impunity, Ps 73:1-20, will be seen to not in any way indicate God’s indifference, or lack of wisdom and power to deal with all situations, righteously. All the HEATHEN/nations will know that the people of Israel went into CAPTIVITY/exiles FOR THEIR INIQUITY/because of their sin.. so I hid my face from them and GAVE THEM INTO THE HAND OF/handed them over to their enemies. The LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord says I will now bring AGAIN THE CAPTIVITY OF/Jacob back from captivity and have MERCY UPON/compassion on THE WHOLE HOUSE/all the people of Israel- The use of both the names Jacob and Israel is typical of the repetition for emphasis in Hebrew poetry, but it is also a reminder that fallen human “Jacob” nature will not stop God from achieving His purpose in making His people “Israel,” God’s prince, Gen 32:26-30. This, and Ps 46:7, 11; Isa 41:14, are a great comfort and encouragement to me as I struggle to fellowship with God in spite of the frailness of my character, Mk 14:38.. 

I will be JEALOUS OF/zealous for my holy name.. AFTER THEY HAVE BORNE/They will forget their shame and ALL THEIR TRESPASSES/ unfaithfulness.. AND AM SANCTIFIED/I will show myself holy IN/through them in the sight of many nations.. I sent them into exile among the nations. I will gather them to their own land.. I HAVE POURED/will pour out my spirit on the house of Israel– 11:19; 36:26-27; 37:14; Jer 31:31-34. declares the LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord- God will display His glory in all this. Israel and people in general will realise that Israel's past defeats were deserved punishment for their sin. And as they have been given a new heart-spirit by His indwelling Spirit they will turn their backs on their past unfaithfulness, and God will through them show His holiness to the Nations. 

40:1-42:20. Details of a Temple that will provide for Worship & Fellowship with God

(Brief comments that I have found helpful will  be added. The overall picture is in Appendix B.)

40:1-4 Twenty-fifth year of our CAPTIVITY/exile– This is the point from which Ezekiel dates events. Tatford says it would have been a Jubilee year. These years began on the Day of Atonement on which Israel’s past sins were forgiven, and all land was restored to the family who had been granted it. This would be a good background to what follows. Ezekiel has received and passed on the pattern of God’s righteous Judgment dealings with Israel and the nations. In the rest of the book he is shown, and passes on to us, God’s future intervention to restore Israel to its land and transform them by His Grace. When Christ returns in power and glory He will Judge the nations. And bless Israel and make her a world-wide blessing under Him as He reigns from Jerusalem, Isa 2:1-4; 9:6-7; 63:1-66:24; Dan 1:44-45; Zech 12:1-14:21; Mal 4:1-6, etc. fourteenth year after the fall of the city– Precise dating is typical of the start of an important new section. The destruction of Jerusalem is an appropriate lead in to the subject of the triumphant restoration of the land of Israel, Jerusalem, and God’s House. The hand of the Lord was hard upon me– As in 1:3. In visions of God he took me to the land of Israel and set me upon a high mountain- This may seem odd to those of us who live in lands with much higher mountains, although Mt Olives is higher than Jerusalem. But I think High Mountain may symbolise its spiritual importance – reaching up to God. Or, simply saying that Ezekiel’s experience was like viewing from such a mountain.

AS THE FRAME- [MS] LXX. Perhaps meaning outline, general appearance of a city. It may mean that he was shown the Temple in its Jerusalem setting. Or that the Temple looked like a city. OF A CITY/some buildings that looked like a city- took me there. A man whose appearance was like BRASS/bronze– Not human. with a FLAX/ linen LINE/cord and a measuring rod in his hand.. Son of man, SET THINE HEART/pay attention to everything.. DECLARE ALL/Tell the house of Israel everything. Cp interpreting angels in Zech 1:9-2:5; 4:1-6:15; Dan 8:15-27; 9:21-27; 10:10-21; Rev 21:15, etc. Having a Temple directly concerned the Jews then, and presumably will again concern the Jews directly when God intervenes to restore them to blessing as in Rom 11; Acts 3:18-26. The knowledge of what it says must be of use to us, 2 Tim 3:16, teaching us something of what fellowship with God requires of us. 

40:5-16. I saw a wall ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE ROUND ABOUT/ completely surrounding the Temple area– The encircling wall (a City-like feature) separated the secular from the sacred. The measurements make the wall more than 3 metres thick and 3 metres high. This means that it was thoroughly protected, and as it stood – as Solomon’s Temple had done - on the top of the hill the worship going on within the walls was screened from the sight of everyone outside. A cubit– The length from elbow to finger tips. and a hand breadth- Arms and hands were always available tools for measuring, but as they vary they don’t give precise measurements. Being given the measurements assures that everything described is definite and ordained deliberately. God’s purposes and plans are like that. That the exact measurements are not clear suggests to me that we should be alert to grasp principles, but not be dogmatic about physical details. With the destruction of Solomon’s Temple there was no way anyone seeking forgiveness and fellowship with God could approach Him through the authorised sacrifices. 

Even when the returned exiles rebuilt the Temple there is no mention of the Ark of the Covenant, and its Mercy Seat. Without them the Day of Atonement ritual was incomplete. Jer 3:16-19 speaks of a day when the Ark of the covenant will be replaced by the Lord’s enthroned presence. When Christ died on the Cross the torn veil made it clear to the worshippers that it was empty of the Lord’s presence. The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 removed all trace of the Temple. Heb 6:13-10:23 assures us that we are to enjoy all the spiritual realities the law symbolised in Shadow form. Ezekiel’s readers were being assured that God would provide, at some future time, the correct and adequate means of access, forgiveness and fellowship. That Ezekiel describes a physical Temple to be built when Christ returns is a possibility. But in a book full of visions and symbols we could expect this to be intended as means of grasping spiritual truths and principles. That’s its only practical use for us.

The gate WHICH LOOKETH TOWARDS/facing East 
 Gates were important as they were the means of access to all that was within. Access to God’s House, His presence, and His fellowship in worship is of vital importance. Access to God in Rev 21 is open to those coming from any direction. Here there is no west gate – That would be approaching God’s Temple and presence from the rear –no back door admissions. They can come into the outer and inner courts from the north or south, but only the Lord can enter by the east gate. And as in OT, and as Jews would expect, coming into the temple itself was limited to descendants of Levi, And finally only to descendants of Zadok.

WENT UP THE STAIRS/climbed its steps–Steps leading up to a city gate were a defensive feature breaking the power of an invading army to rush the gate. At a temple entrance, steps suggest that prospective worshippers couldn’t rush or just drift in. Definite steps, ascending into Gods presence, must be taken, 7 steps here, 40:22; 8 steps into inner court, 40:31, and 10 into Temple, LXX 40:49. Possibly indicating increasing degrees of holiness. EVERY LITTLE CHAMBER/The alcoves- Cells, gate-rooms, guard rooms, in other versions. for the guards- Similar to the gates Solomon built at Megiddo, etc, 1 Ki 9:15. 
 At the Temple certain Levites were always to be on duty at the entrance to the temple to guard God’s House from irreverent intrusion- 2 Ki 11:5; 22:4; 23:4; 25:18; 1 Chr 9:19; 2 Chr 26:16-20. narrow windows– 1 Ki 6:4. In castles these allowed defenders to be safe while shooting out arrows.

40:17-27 OUTWARD/outer court.. and THE LITTLE CHAMBERS/rooms and ARCHES/a pavement– Elammoth– Newberry translates the word as Arches (as KJV) or piazzas, which supports NIV. The latter would mean that those who approached God hadD a pavement to walk on, so their feet would not be soiled by dust or mud. all around the court. AND UPON EACH POST/the faces of the projecting walls were decorated with palm trees- 1 Ki 7:36. Date palm trees symbolised the fruitfulness and blessedness of fellowship with God that the Temple made provision for. 

The Gate THAT LOOKED TOWARD/facing north.. A/the gate TOWARD facing south- The gates are identical, but repetition isn’t pointless. It reminds us that our God in His righteousness wisdom and love has made detailed provision for access to Himself, to all, on equal terms, Gal 3:28, though He may lead them in different ways.

40:28-37 he brought me into the inner court– Solomon’s Temple had only one court, but this Temple required more space, two courts, one for laity and one for priests, No details of the wall between the outer and inner courts are given. its portico WERE TOWARD/faced the outer court, palm trees decorated its jambs and THE GOING UP TO IT HAD/eight steps led up to it– That the inner court stood at a higher level than the outer court was a reminder that the worshipper was ascending into the presence of God who was in fact infinitely higher than anything natural to humanity, but in His purposes of Grace comes down to meet the Godly. Each of the gateways in the outer wall faced a second gateway that gave access to the inner court. This provided an instant reminder that the outer gateway and court didn’t exist for their own sake, but were intended to lead on into, and prepare for, access to the inner court. And again steps had to be climbed as one ascended nearer to the presence of God, and pictured date palms were reminders of the blessings that come from being with God.

40:38-43 THE CHAMBERS AND THE ENTRIES THEREOF BY THE POSTS OF THE GATE/a room with a doorway was by the portico in each of the inner gateways where the burnt offerings- Lev 1:1-17. were washed. In the PORCH/portico of the gateway were two tables on each side TO SLAY THEREON/where the burnt offerings, sin offerings and guilt offerings– Lev 4:2-7; 5:6; 6:6; 7:1-6. were slaughtered- The Hebrew word refers to the processing of these offerings, the actually killing would be at the altar outside, 43:13-17. four tables of HEWN/dressed stone– Less subject to uncleanness than wood etc, on them were LAID THE INSTRUMENTS/placed the utensils for slaughtering.. double pronged hooks were attached to the walls– There will be adequate provision for the handling of all the sacrifices for those entering either north or south gates.

40:44-47Outside the inner gate within the inner court were two rooms FOR SINGERS.. the room facing south is for the priests THE KEEPERS OF THE CHARGE OF THE HOUSE/who have charge of the temple- Lev 8:35; Num 3:27, 28, 32, 38; 18:5, etc. the room facing north is for the priests THE KEEPERS OF THE CHARGE OF/who have charge of the altar.. the sons of Zadok- The name Zadok means righteous, a reminder that righteousness is required of all who come into God’s presence. But specifically refers to God’s words to Eli, 1 Sam 2:21-36; 3:11-18. Cp 1 Ki 2:26, 35; 2 Ki 23:8-9. who are the only of the SONS Ben- The word implies similarity of character and behaviour, not merely physical descent. So priests who are like Zadok. Cp Lk 3:8; Jn 8:31-47; Gal 3:6-7, 26-29. OF LEVI/Levites who may draw near to the Lord to minister before him- As we serve the Lord in meeting the needs of penitent sinners and thankful saints, we need to be careful of our own lives, 1 Tim 4:16; 2 Tim 2:9-26.

40:48-41-14. the PORCH/portico of the temple/THE STEPS BY WHICH ONE WENT UP/reached by a flight of stairs.. Pillars BY THE POSTS on either side- Jachin and Boaz in Solomon’s Temple, 1 Ki 7:21. The man brought me into the TEMPLE/outer sanctuary- The dimensions are the same as in Solomon’s Temple, 1 Ki 6:3-5. and measured the POSTS/jambs six cubits on each side. (WHICH WAS) THE BREADTH OF THE TABERNACLE– [MT] (LXX and NIV omit this.) he went INWARD/into the inner sanctuary and measured the POSTS/jambs.. this is the Most Holy Place– Only the High Priest ever entered the Holy of Holies. Lev 16:1-34; Heb 9:7. Ezekiel as an ordinary priest stayed outside. 

he measured the wall of the HOUSE/temple… the side CHAMBERS/rooms all round  the temple were THREE, ONE OFANOTHER/on three levels, one above another thirty on each level- These were probably used as store rooms for tithes etc at harvest times. Cp Mal 3:10. There were ledges all around the sides of the temple to serve as supports.. so that the supports HAD NO HOLD/were not inserted into the wall of the temple– As in 1 Ki 6:6, so didn’t violate the holiness of the Temple by intruding into it. THERE WAS AN ENLARGING/the rooms widened as one went upward.. a stairway went up from the lowest floor to the top floor, through the middle floor. And THE BREADTH OF THE FACE OF THE HOUSE/The temple had a raised base around it forming the foundation of the side rooms.. there were entrances to the side rooms from the north and south.

41:15-26. the length of the building facing the courtyard at the rear of the temple, including the galleries the outer sanctuary, the inner sanctuary, the PORCHES/ portico facing the court, the DOORPOSTS/thresholds, narrow windows and galleries.. everything including the thresholds were CEILED IN/covered with wood- As in Solomon’s Temple, 1 Ki 6:15. In the space above the outside of the entrance to the inner sanctuary, and on the walls WITHIN AND WITHOUT BY MEASURE/at regular intervals all around the inner and the outer sanctuary IT WAS MADE WITH/were carved cherubim– Symbolising the traditional guardians of God’s presence, Gen 3:24; Ex 25:16-22; 1 Ki 6:29. and palm trees.. alternated.. each cherub had two faces.. the face of a man- Representing intelligence. towards the palm tree on one side, the face of a YOUNG lion- representing majesty. (Bull and Eagle heads seem not to have been relevant to worship in God’s house. towards the palm tree on the other side. 

The outer sanctuary THE POST OF THE DOOR WERE SQUARED/had a rectangular door frame and FACE OF THE SANCTUARY/the one at the front of the inner sanctuary was similar. There was a wooden altar.. This is the table before the Lord 
- This suggests it was the equivalent of the table in Ex 25:23-30; Lev 24:5-9; 1 Ki 7:48. Both the outer sanctuary And the Most Holy place had double doors.. Each door had.. two TURNING/hinged leaves.. on the doors of the outer sanctuary were MADE ON THEM/carved cherubim and palm trees.. there WERE THICK PLANKS/was a wooden overhang on the FACE/front of the PORCH/portico.. on the side was of the portico there were narrow windows and with palm trees on each side. The side rooms of the temple AND THICK PLANKS/also had overhangs. 

42:1-12. AFTERWARD HE BROUGHT ME FORTH/Then the man led me THE WAY TOWARD THE NORTH/northward into the outer court and brought me to the CHAMBER THAT WAS OVER AGAINST/rooms opposite the temple courtyard, and BEFORE/opposite the outer wall on the north.. the upper CHAMBERS/rooms were SHORTER/narrower for the galleries WERE HIGHER/ took more space from them than.. the lower and middle floors– Nothing like these chambers were in Solomon’s Temple in 1 Ki 6. Any understanding of their significance depends on what we read here. 

42:13-20 Then he said UNTO/to me, The north and south CHAMBERS/rooms BEFORE THE SEPARATE PLACE/facing the temple courtyard THEY BE HOLY CHAMBERS/are the priests’ rooms, where the priests who approach UNTO the LORD will eat the most holy THINGS/offerings- As commanded in Lev 2:3; 5:13; 6:16, 26, 29; 7:6, 10. WHEN THE PRIESTS ENTER THEREIN/Once the priests enter the holy precincts, they SHALL NOT GO OUT.. INTO THE OUTER COURT, BUT THERE THEY SHALL LAY/are not to go into the outer court until they leave behind the garments in which they minister for THEY/these are holy. AND SHALL/They are to put on other GARMENTS/clothes AND SHALL APPROACH TO/before they go near the places WHICH/that are for the people.. 

On all four sides it had a wall around it- The wall symbolises that anything defiling was kept outside, as in the Heavenly city, Rev 21:16. MAKE A SEPARATION separate BETWEEN THE SANCTUARY/ the holy AND THE PROFANE PLACE/from common- Contact with anything unclean destroyed holiness, Hag 2:1-13. That the sacred must never be profaned by contact with anything unclean in the sight of God was the emphasis in all ritual. But the prophets pointed out that fussiness about the routines of formal ritual cleanness was pointless hypocrisy unless it was matched by showing love for God by showing love for fellowmen, Isa 1:11-17. 

43:1-44:31 God's Glory returns to Temple. Details of Altar, Levites, Priests & Prince.

43:1-12 AFTERWARD HE/Then the man brought me to the gate THAT LOOKETH TOWARD THE/facing East, and BEHOLD/I saw the glory of the God of Israel CAME FROM THE WAY OF/coming from the east– That God should dwell in it is the purpose of the new Temple as it had been for the Tabernacle, and for Solomon’s temple, 1 Ki 8:10-11. SHINED/was radiant with His glory. The vision.. was IN ACCORDANCE WITH/like when he came to destroy the city – 9:1-10:19; 11:23. and the visions I had seen by the CHEBAR/Kebar river, and I fell UPON MY face down. The glory of the Lord CAME INTO THE HOUSE/entered the temple through the gate WHOSE PROSPECT IS TOWARD/facing east. The Spirit TOOK/lifted me up and brought me into the inner court, and BEHOLD the glory of the Lord filled the HOUSE/temple- In the revelations given to Ezekiel the Glory of the Lord is always active, 3:23; 9:3; 10:4, 18; 44:41. Cp Isa 6. 

While the man was standing beside me I heard HIM/someone speaking to me OUT OF THE HOUSE/from inside the temple– The glory of God was filling the Temple, so presumably it was God who spoke to Ezekiel. Reverence for God may well have moved Ezekiel to not name God directly. Son of man, this is the place of my throne– Isa 6:1; Jer 3:17. and the place OF/for the soles of my feet– 1 Chr 28:2; Ps 99:5; 132:7; Lam 2:1. This is where I will DWELL/live IN THE MIDST OF/among the CHILDREN OF ISRAEL/Israelites for ever. the house of Israel SHALL NO MORE/will never again defile my holy name.. The CARCASES OF THEIR KINGS/lifeless idols– Peger- Corpses, or idols. In Lev 26:30 it is used of both. only a wall– In 1 Ki 7:7-8-that was all that separated the King’s house from God’s house. This brought defilement close to the Temple when Kings were buried at the palace or set up idols there. 

I HAVE CONSUMED/destroyed them in my anger- 5:11; 18:10-13; 22:1-15. Now let them put away their.. idols, and I will live among them for ever. Son of man SHEW/describe the HOUSE/temple to the HOUSE/people of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their INIQUITIES/sins. Let them consider the plan, and if they are ashamed.. SHEW THEM/write these things down so that they may KEEP THE WHOLE FORM THEREOF/be faithful to its design and follow THE ORDINANCES THEREOF/its regulations– As set out in chapters 40-42. God's Glory returns to the Temple, and His proclamation is to be used to challenge Israel with their shameful past idolatry and to challenge them to honour God by obedience.

43:13-17 The measurements of the Altar.. Its BOTTOM/gutter- Khek--Bosom. is a cubit deep and a cubit wide, AND THE BORDER/with a rim of one span around the edge.. The ALTAR/altar hearth is four cubits high and FROM THE ALTAR UPWARDS/four horns project upwards from the hearth. The altar SHALL BE SQUARE IN THE FOUR SQUARES THEREOF/hearth is square– Some suggest it was made of easily shaped limestone which was common in Jerusalem. Shaped stone and steps were both forbidden in Ex 20:25-26. But this altar seems to have been about- 7m (20 ft) high so to use it priests needed STAIRS/steps of the altar- Perhaps there was a gap between the steps and the altar and that avoided the ban. But that each higher block of stone was smaller might still have put the top out of reach.

43:18-27. THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD. this is what the Sovereign Lord says: these ARE/will be the ORDINANCES/regulations for THE ALTAR.. THEY SHALL MAKE IT TO OFFER/sacrificing burnt offerings and sprinkling blood upon the altar when it is built.. You are to give a young BULLOCK/bull for a sin offering to the priests.. take some of its blood and put it on the horns.. four corners of the SETTLE/upper edge.. and all round the BORDER/rim.. to CLEANSE/purify the altar and PURGE/ make atonement for it.. take the bull.. and burn it in the APPOINTED PLACE/designated part- In a fallen world setting something apart for God  is a serious business. It’s possible that materials have an inherent imperfection. It’s true that even the godliest servant has a sinful nature. They can be used in God’s service only because the Lord has sanctified them, Rom 8:30; 1 Cor 1:2, and provided for their constant cleansing, 1 Jn 1:5-9. The altar, etc were, in a sense, human works until handed over to God, and accepted by him. of the HOUSE/temple area WITHOUT/outside the sanctuary– Ex 29:14; Lev 4:12, 21; 8:17; 9:11; 16:27. We can easily see that the process would have not been appropriate within the Tabernacle or temple. In Lev 8:1-6 we read the ritual of the priest’s consecration – sanctification, setting apart for the Lords service. No sanctification of people is mentioned here or with Solomon’s Temple, 1 Ki 6-7. The Tabernacle rules may have been followed, but that may be taken for granted. 

When you have MADE AN END OF/finished purifying you are to offer a young bull and a ram.. without defect.. the priests SHALL CAST/are to sprinkle salt on them and SHALT OFFER/sacrifice them as a burnt offering to the LORD. For seven days you are to PREPARE/provide a male goat daily for a sin offering.. also a young bull and a ram without defect. For seven days THOU SHALT PURGE/they are to make atonement for the altar, and PURIFY/cleanse it. Thus will they CONSECRATE/ dedicate THEMSELVES/it- Nothing is said about consecrating the priests. From the eight day on the priests are to present your burnt offerings– Symbolising a person’s desire to give themselves wholly to God and His service, Lev 1:9. and PEACE/ fellowship offerings– Shelem. From  Shalom- Peace. 
 A sacrifice offered to God, and part of it received back from Him so they, in a special sense, could sit with their families and eat it in fellowship with Him, Lev 3; 7:33; Deu 27:1-7. What this meant is said more clearly in relation to the Firstfruits offering, Deu 26:1-15. As we sit around the Lord’s table we symbolise that we, in Christ, have been granted the grace of this blessing, so the Lord says of us also. Then I will accept you SAITH/declares the LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord– He would never again forsake them, 43:6. He will provide for them so that they can always be acceptable and fellowship with Him, 36:14, 23. Cp, for us, 1 Jn 1:5-9. on the altar– When the altar had been correctly set up, and set apart for God’s use in the functions God intended, He could have fellowship with His people. 

44:1-3. HE/The man brought me to the outer gate of the OUTWARD sanctuary WHICH LOOKETH TOWARD/the one facing east, and it was shut. The LORD said This gate is to remain shut.. because the Lord God of Israel has entered through it– In the glory cloud, 43:1-2, thus making it holy. As He would never again forsake His people, 43:6, He’d never leave or re-enter through it, 10:19; 11:23. The nearest modern equivalent, the Golden Gate to the Temple area, has been walled up by the Moslems, the traditional explanation being that it had been believed that Messiah would ride into Jerusalem through it. IT IS FOR/The Prince himself is the only one who may sit inside the gateway, to eat BREAD BEFORE/in the presence of the Lord– Possibly when he made a PEACE/Fellowship offering, 43:27; 44:12; Deu 12:27. He is to enter by way of the PORCH/portico.. and SHALL GO OUT/leave by the same way- This makes a sharp distinction between the Lord and the Prince. The Prince has the right to leave property to his sons, 46:16, and he offers a sin offering for himself along with the people, 45:22. This is puzzling because elsewhere the ruling King/Prince “David” – Son of David is the Lord Jesus, Isa 9:7; Zech 14; Mt 23:39. And Jesus is the Eternal Word, Jn 1:1-3, the I AM, Ex 3:14; Jn 8:38. He and the Father are ONE, Jn 10:30; 14:7-11; 17:22.who is one with the Father, and, although truly human He is the bearer of the Supreme Name, Phil 2:7-11. Some think the explanation is that there will be a human descendant of David ruling under Christ. But Christ is called David, in Jer 30:9; Hosea 3:5. I believe it is more probable that because it was impossible for them to understand that a descendant of David could be God, (Mt 22:41-46). God spoke of the two roles – Human Ruler, and the God of Glory from Heaven, separately. Some aspects of His 1st Coming came clear only when they happened and He explained them, Lk 24:25-27. So it will be at His 2nd Coming.

44:4-14 AND HE/Then the man brought me by way of the north gate BEFORE THE HOUSE/to the front of the temple. I looked and saw the glory of the Lord FILLED/filling the temple of the Lord and I fell UPON MY FACE/ face down. The Lord said, Son of man MARK WELL/look carefully, HEAR WITH THINE EARS/listen closely, and give attention to ALL THAT/everything I SAY/tell you concerning the temple.. THOU SHALT Say to the rebellious house of Israel, THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD/The Sovereign Lord says LET IT SUFFICE YOU/Enough of your ABOMINATIONS/detestable practices.. IN THAT/and you have brought STRANGERS/foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and flesh into my sanctuary TO POLLUTE/defiling my HOUSE/temple.. 

The Sovereign Lord says, no STRANGERS/foreigner uncircumcised in heart and flesh is to enter my sanctuary, not even the foreigners who live among the CHILDREN OF ISRAEL/Israelites–While God’s people were commanded to treat foreigners well, and encourage them to hear God’s Word, and keep His laws, Deu 31:11-12, they were not to permit them to share in worship, unless they were prepared to obey God by being circumcised and take up the privileges and responsibilities that marked Israelites as being God’s people. 

Outward conformity to the standards and life style of God’s people blesses life here and now, but we must never encourage people to think that this can ever earn them spiritual life, or an eternity in God’s presence. 

The Levites THAT ARE GONE AWAY/who went far from me.. who wandered from me after their idols.. must bear THEIR INIIQUITY/the consequences of their sin. YET THEY SHALL BE MINISTERS IN/They may serve in my sanctuary, having charge of the gates of he temple and MINISTERING/serving in it, they SHALL SLAY/may slaughter the burnt offerings and sacrifices and stand before the people and serve them. But because they MINISTERED UNTO THEM BEFORE THEIR IDOLS/have served them in the presence of idols and made the house of Israel fall into sin.. They are not to come near UNTO ME TO DO THE OFFICE OF A/to serve me as priests, or come near to any of my holy things, IN THE MOST HOLY PLACE/or my most holy offerings -I see no clear parallel in the Gospel to this ruling, and all sins are forgiven on the same basis of grace, but there must always be consequences of sin, as even men as Godly as Moses and David, experienced. We dare not pretend we can set limits on what God in His grace will accomplish, but a sense of unworthiness is right for a sinner, 1 Cor 15:9 1 Tim 1:12-13. No sin is trivial, 1 Cor 11:28-32; 1 Jn 2:1-2. 

44:15-31 But the priests who are Levites and descendants of Zadok– Descended from Aaron’s son Eleazar, Ex 6:23; Lev 10:6; Num 3:32; 2 Sam 8:17; 15:24 1 Chr 6:50-53. The High Priests when the book of Samuel begins were descendants of Ithamar, but God promised to replace them, 1 Sam 2:27-36; 3:11-18. 
 1 Ki 2:26-27 records this happening. who faithfully carried out the duties of my sanctuary when the Israelites went astray from me- God’s calling responded to faithfully. are to come near to minister before me to offer sacrifices of fat and blood declares the Sovereign Lord. They alone are to enter my sanctuary, they alone are to come near to my table. 

They are to wear linen turbans and linen under garments– Cooler than woollen clothes. not wear anything that makes them perspire. When they go out into the outer court where the people are they shall take off the clothes they have been ministering in.. and leave them in the sacred rooms, and put on other clothes so that they do not consecrate the people by means of their garments. They must not shave their heads or let their hair grow long- Their hair length wasn’t to be extreme. God’s servants should avoid extremes. God’s service was (and is) so important that we shouldn’t raise distracting issues by drawing attention to ourselves. 

No priest is to drink wine when he enters the inner court– This echoes God’s decree that followed the rash action of Nadab and Abihu, Lev 101-11. (No wine drink offerings are listed among the offerings in Ezekiel.)

They may marry only virgins, or the widows of priests- Lev 21:14. They must teach my people the difference between the holy and the common- 22:26; Lev 10:10-11; Jer 2:8; :11; Hag 2:10-13. The Ceremonial cleanness in their lives was to demonstrate that holiness was required for fellowship with God. (Our altered life-style gives us opportunities to witness, 1 Pet 3:15-16, and makes what we say effective.) In any dispute the priests are to serve as judges and decide according to my ordinances. 1 Sam 4:18; 2 Chr 19:8-11. 

They are to keep my laws and my decrees.. A priest may not defile himself by going near a dead person, however if the dead person was his father or mother, son or daughter, or unmarried sister he may defile himself. After he is cleansed he must wait seven days. On the day he goes into the inner court to minister.. he must offer a sin offering- Obviously the more closely any of God’s people are publicly identified with the Lord by being involved in leadership, ministry etc the more impor6tant it is that they should be careful about their own private life, 1 Tim 4:16. 

I am the only inheritance the priests have I will be their possession– Num 18:20, 23-24; Deu 10:9; 18:1-6; Josh 13:14, 33; 18:7. But God’s people must share that responsibility. The best of the firstfruits.. that a blessing may rest on your homes– Ex 22:29; Mal 3:10. Cp 1 Cor 9:9-14.The priests must not eat anything.. found dead- Lev 22:8. 

45:1-46:24 & 47:13-48:29. The Land shared out -God’s Temple, the Prince & Tribes

( God’s Share of the land is Central. Feasts & Offerings.)

45:1-12 When you DIVIDE BY LOT/allot the land as an inheritance you SHALL OFFER AN OBLATION/are to present to the Lord a HOLY/portion of the land as a sacred district. Of this a section shall be for the sanctuary.. A HOLY PORTION OFTHE/land for the priests who minister in the sanctuary.. it will be a place for their houses.. An area for the Levites THE MINISTERS OF THE HOUSE/who serve in the temple as their possession for CHAMBERS/towns to live in. You are to APPOINT THE POSSESSION OF/give the city.. OVER AGAINST/adjoining the OBLATION OF THE HOLY/sacred portion,. FOR/belong to the whole house of Israel. 

And A PORTION FOR/The prince will have the land ON ONE SIDE AND THE OTHER SIDE/bordering each side of the OBLATION OF THE HOLY PORTION/sacred district.. This land will be his possession in Israel.. My princes will no longer oppress my people.. THUS SAITH/declares THE LORD GOD/sovereign Lord- The distribution of the land was fair, and must be strictly followed. There was no provision for the King under Joshua as the Kingdom was a later addition. The future Israel would be established as a God-ruled Kingdom. Under Joshua the Levites and Priests were given towns scattered throughout Israel. This meant that they could, in an age of slow communication, teach in each area. In the future Kingdom those who couldn’t easily reach the Temple had a place to stay in Jerusalem, 45:6. And the Levites and Priests will live conveniently close to the Temple as all worship is centred there.

You SHALL HAVE JUST BALANCES/are to use accurate scales- The careful specification of the measures shows that business, and the collecting of tithes and taxes will be done on a righteous basis. This is a reminder that everything is to function under Law-obedience. Ex 30:13; Lev 27:25; Num 3:47.(In contrast to Am 8:5; Mic 6:10-12.}

45:13-25 This is the OBLATION/special gift you are to offer.. wheat.. barley.. oil. Also one LAMB/sheep.. from every flock of two hundred from the FAT/well watered pastures of Israel- The offering is to be a small set share of the produce of the land God has made fertile, and every farmer will be required to pay it. They will be used in the MEAT/grain.. burnt.. fellowship offerings to make RECONCILIATION/ atonement. All the people SHALL GIVE THIS OBLATION/will participate in this special gift for the use of the prince. It will be the PRINCE’S PART/duty of the prince to provide.. at the New Moons and Sabbaths.. First day of first month.. CLEANSE/purify the sanctuary– This was done under the Sinai Law, Lev 16:6, 15:16, etc. This was a reminder that all human obedience is imperfect¸ and of the absolute holiness of God, and fellowship with Him is possible only for those who maintain personal fitness – freedom from sin - in His sight. Cp 1 Cor 11:28-29; 1 Jn 1:5-9. fourteenth day of the first month, Passover– Lev 23:5-8. In the seventh month, on the fifteenth day– The day on which the feast of Tabernacles, (booths) began, Lev 23:34:42. This will be enforced world-wide, Zech 14:16-19. 

46:1-15 The Sovereign Lord says The gate of the inner court facing east is to be shut on the six working days, but on the Sabbath day and the day of the New Moon it is to be opened. The prince SHALL/is to enter BY THE WAY OF THE PORCH OF THAT GATE, WITHOUT/from the outside, through the portico of the gateway and stand by the POST OF THE/gatepost. The priests are to sacrifice his burnt offering and his fellowship offerings. He is to worship at the threshold of the GATE/gateway and then go out.. BY THE WAY THEREOF/come out by the same way– The East gate to the outer court was to be permanently shut. All “clean” Israelites could enter the outer court by the North or South gates. Only Levites and Priests were allowed in the inner court, and they entered by either the North or South gate to it. As he wasn’t descended from Levi the Prince could not go into the inner court. 

But he provided the special offerings on Feast days. And the East gate was opened so that he could be in its porch. The Temple faced East, and the Altar of Sacrifice was in front of it. so from the porch of the opened East gate he had the privilege of seeing, and in that sense sharing in, the offerings made, “Before the Lord.” The priests brought to the offerer to eat “Before the Lord” the share of the offering God had ordained for him, Deu 12:7, 11-12, etc The prince in the porch from where he could see everything that was done, would be able to, in a special sense, eat it “before the Lord.” 

When the people of the land come before the LORD at the SOLEMN/appointed feasts, HE THAT ENTERETH/whoever enters by the north gate is to go out by the south gate.. by the south gate, go out by the north gate.. the prince is to be among them- He identifies Himself with His worshipping people. Cp Mt 3:15. At the .. appointed feast. NOW When the prince SHALL PREPARE/provides VOLUNTARILY/a freewill offering.. the gate facing east is to be opened for him.. and after he has gone out the gate will be shut– The privilege of having a direct view of the Priests at work seems to be limited to the Prince.

46:16-24 If the prince gives A GIFT/an inheritance to one of his sons, THE INHERITANCE/it will also belong to his descendants.. a gift to one of his servants.. the servant may keep it until the year of LIBERTY/freedom – Lev 25:10-13; 27:24.. then it will revert to the prince. The prince must not take OF THE PEOPLE’S INHERITANCE BY OPPRESSION/any of the inheritance of the people. Cp 1 Ki 21; Isa 5:8; Mic 2:1-3:6.

Then the man brought me through the ENTRY/entrance at the side of the gate to the HOLY CHAMBERS/sacred rooms facing north.. This is the place where the priests SHALL BOIL/will cook the guilt.. sin.. bake the grain, offering, THAT THEY BEAR THEM NOT/to avoid bringing them into the UTTER/outer court TO SANCTIFY/and consecrating the people- In a sense the whole purpose of priesthood, temple, sacrifices, etc was to set His people apart for God. But this must always be a voluntary thing.. other rooms for the priests- 42:13-14. The cooking area for the Priests, 46:19-20, was to be kept separate from the cooking area for the Levites, 

He then brought me to the UTTER/outer court.. in EVERY CORNER/the four corners of the outer court there WAS A COURT/were enclosed courts. Around the inside of each of the four courts there was a ROW OF BUILDING/ledge of stone, IT WAS MADE WITH BOILING PLACES/with places for fire.. where THE MINISTERS/those who minister at the HOUSE/temple will BOIL/cook the sacrifices of the people- Special areas of the inner court set aside for cooking the people’s sacrifices, but separated from the people. This meant that the people being separated from the sacrificing, avoided the people becoming “holy” – set apart to God – separated from and unfitted for normal life and its responsibilities.

47:1-12;-48:30-35. Unlimited Water of Life. Access Gates & the Lord’s Presence

47:1-12 AFTERWARD HE/The man brought me back to the DOOR/entrance of the HOUSE/temple and I saw water coming out from under the threshold of temple towards the east. Cp Joel 3:18. The water CAME/was coming down from- under the RIGHT/south side of the HOUSE/temple, AT THE south SIDE of the altar- Up until now what Ezekiel had been shown about the Temple could be understood by comparing it with the structure and functioning of the Temple of Solomon. But the whole idea of the river of Living Water is new. If true, literally, (Even though at that stage the water will be shallow.) it would make the functioning of the Temple difficult As everyone entered and left by opposite gates, 46:9, they would have to splash through it. As the man went eastward.. a thousand cubits.. ankle-deep.. another thousand cubits.. knee-deep– This pictures that the blessings flowing from the provision of God’s altar are inexhaustible. another thousand cubits.. up to the LOINS/waist.. 

another thousand cubits- About 2km, a little more than a mile from the Temple source.. but now it was .. deep enough to swim in.. WATERS THAT COULD NOT BE PASSED OVER/a river that no one could cross- The vision of life giving water flowing from under God’s Temple is a glorious symbol of the blessing God’s presence is to His people, restored Israel. That it flows from under the altar of sacrifice reminds us that it is only on the basis of the grace of God displayed on Calvary that His purpose – man in the image of God enjoying fellowship with Himself – is possible. It has no tributaries - nothing else contributes to it – its sole source is God Himself and it is ever increasing in volume to provide for every need .Cp Rom 5:20. At present this fruitfulness depends on our response to the Holy Spirit, Rom 8:1-16;12:-21.

Son of man.. THESE WATERS ISSUE OUT TOWARD THE EAST COUNTRY/the river goes toward the eastern region, down into the DESERT/Arabah where it enters the Sea.. the WATERS SHALL BE HEALED/water there becomes fresh– This proclaims God’s unlimited power to bless and transform the most bitter people and situations. Swarms of living creatures will live WITHERSOEVER THE RIVERS SHALL COME/wherever the water flows.. WHITHER/where the RIVERS/river– In Hebrew, two rivers. Linked with Zech 14:8 this suggests a branch flows west. COMETH/flows everything will live– In dry countries water of life is a popular, Ps 1:3; 46:4; Joel 3:18; 14:8; Jn 4:7-15; 7:38- This pictures the blessings that flow from the presence of God’s Spirit - Individually for us, but nationally as well for Israel then. That this water brings life and fruitful growth fits well with Ps 36:8; 46:4; Joel 3:18; Zech 14:8; Rev 22:1-2 – And further back, the river that flowed through Eden, Gen 2:10.

the MIRY PLACES/swamps.. will be GIVEN TO/left salt– A necessary product. ALL TREES FOR MEAT/Fruit trees will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not FADE/wither nor will their fruits BE CONSUMED/fail– Ps 1:1-3. THEY WILL BRING FORTH NEW FRUIT ACCORDING TO HIS MONTH/Every month they will bear, because the WATERS ISSUED OUT OF/water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit shall serve for MEAT/food, and their leaves for MEDICINE/healing- We see a spiritual fulfilment of this in Rev 22:1-2. 

47:13-48:14 THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD/The Sovereign Lord says these SHALL BE THE BORDER/are the boundaries by which you are to divide the land for an inheritance among the twelve tribes of Israel, with two portions for Joseph– As decreed by Jacob, Gen 48:5. divide the land equally among them. Because I swore with uplifted hand to your forefathers- Gen 15:9-21. this land will become your inheritance– The boundaries are similar to those in the time of Joshua, but extend further north as promised in Gen 15:18. These were occupied in the time of David and Solomon. It doesn’t extend east of Jordan. God permitted some tribes to settle there, Num 34:1-14, but it wasn’t included in the land promised to Abraham. 

DIVIDE IT BY LOT/allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for THE STRANGERS THAT SOJOURN AMONG YOU/aliens who have settled among you and WHICH SHALL BEGET/who have children- Cp Isa 56:6-8. FROM THE NORTH END/the northern frontier. Dan.. Asher- God allots Dan the territory he claimed, Jdg 18:1-31, not the one God had originally allotted. He and the other descendants of the maidservants, Asher, Issachar, Gad, are, as they were under Joshua, in areas distant from Jerusalem. Naphtali Manasseh.. Ephraim.. Reuben.. Judah.. The OBLATION/special portion you are to offer to the Lord.. the sanctuary.. PRIESTS THAT ARE SANCTIFIED OF THE SONS OF ZADOK/the consecrated priests, the Zadokites.. Levites.. They must not sell or exchange it. This is the best of the land.. it is holy to the Lord.. THEY THAT SERVE/workers of the city.. from all the tribes of Israel.. 

THE SANCTUARY OF THE HOUSE/temple will be in the MIDST/centre.. The PROPERTY/area for the Levites and the city will be in the centre of the area that belongs to the prince- Those who live in these areas seem to deal directly with the Prince, and not be answerable to tribal leaders – they have a higher loyalty. Tribal divisions are identical in size and stated as precise rectangles. They show no relationship to the shape of the land. This strengthens the idea that much of what we read isn't to be taken literally, but conveys truth symbolically - Every tribe and every individual will be treated fairly. (Some interpreters, taking the words literally, say God will extend the western boundaries into the sea to get enough land. But there is no suggestion of that in the text, and as this follows the symbolic river of life it may well be simply symbolic of the fairness of God’s dealings with His people. As for the rest of the tribes, Benjamin.. Simeon.. Issachar.. Zebulon.. Gad– In the Joshua allotment of tribes, Benjamin was immediately north of Judah, and Zebulon and Naphtali in the far North. Simeon was South of Judah. Whether this is literal or symbolical it assures Israel that past promises will be fulfilled, even if more fully than ever they were literally.

48:30-35 These will be the GOINGS OUT OF/exits from the city. The three gates on the North side will be Reuben- the firstborn, Judah- Promised kingship. Levi– The Priestly Tribe. On the east side three gates, Joseph.. Benjamin.. Dan.. On the south sides.. Simeon.. Issachar.. Zebulon.. On the west side.. Gad.. Asher.. Naphtali- The City will also be a precise square with sides 4,500 cubits - About 2.25 Km or 1.25 miles. Cp Rev 21:2, 16 - 200Km or 1400 miles. The access gates to City are named after the twelve tribes of Israel, including Levi, with Ephraim-Manasseh counted together as Joseph. Rev 21:7 doesn’t specify which 12 tribes the gates are named for. There seems to be no reason for the allotment of gates to tribes as the gates don’t always face the tribal territories.

And the name In Hebrew the word “name” included the thought of reputation, what someone or something was publicly known to be of the city from that DAY/time on will be THE LORD IS THERE- Jehovah/Yaweh Shammah. This may be a wordplay on Jerusalem/Yerushalayim- Foundation or Possession of Peace,. The distinctive feature of this city will always be the fact that the Lord is its centre and life. Cp Rev 21:11-23. The Lord assures everyone that there will be a physical place where all can come knowing they will be sure to find Him. Other names for Jerusalem are given in, 23:4; Isa 1:26; 29:1-7; 29:1-7; 60:14; 62:2-4, 12; Jer 3:17; 33:16; Zech 8:3; Rev:11:8. 

Appendix  A. – The Value of Ezekiel   --   Should we Read & Study it?

Many Christians ignore these Scriptures, saying that they’re too hard to understand, Or:say: (a) They have been fulfilled in History, so are no concern of ours. The promise that Israel would be restored to their land was-partly fulfilled under Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah. They rebuilt a small Temple, battled against idolatry and produced some spiritual reviving. By the time of our Lord’s 1st Coming even the half Jewish Samaritans had stopped worshipping foreign gods/idols. But dare anyone say that 36:24-29; 37:14, etc have been fulfilled?

That after their return to the land Israel would be invaded from the North by a terrifying army that threatened to wipe them out was partly fulfilled when Antiocchus Epiphanes of Syria invaded Israel to force them to abandon circumcision and all Law-keeping. And the success of Jewish armies under Judas Maccabeus and his brothers in driving out the invaders and re-establishing Temple worship and law-obedience could be said to be a miraculous intervention by God. But their kingdom became a mere political unit with family members fighting each other. There was no “David” to be their selfless wise Prince and Shepherd.

In 1948, when Israel again became a National state in their own land, they were attacked by powerful Moslem armies, including Syria from the North. It isn’t hard to believe that God has over-ruled to defend them ever since. But they have relied on secular weapons and politics. There is no sign of them turning to God as a nation. Much of Ezekiel has remained unfulfilled.

(b) The Invading Army is described in terms of horses, spears, etc. Some say that as an army with such equipment would be ridiculous today the idea of any fulfilment of this prophecy in the future is nonsense! If God had stated it in terms of radio-controlled missiles with atomic warheads, etc, no one could have understood it before 1940. The vision God gave to Ezekiel describes a well-equipped army of overwhelming size. Although the weapons described are now out of date, we all know from history the effectiveness of such armies. We can easily think what weapons a well-equipped army would have today – and remember that they may soon be out of date! In a similar way, the attempt by the UK Government to ease the post-war food shortage by using ex-army bulldozers, transports etc to turn large areas of thorn scrub in Tanganyika into peanut farms could be seen as an example of how Isa 2:4 will be fulfilled.)
(c) The Church has replaced the Jews as God’s people so the fulfilment of Ezekiel –in some spiritual sense –must be the Church. The Roman Catholic Douay version comment on 36:11 is “This whole promise principally relates to the Church of Christ and God’s perpetual protection of her: as for the carnal Jews, they have been removed out of their land these sixteen hundred years.” Mrs White, the founder-prophet of the Seventh Day Adventists insisted that they alone were the fulfilment of the OT prophecies. And that God would never permit the Jews to return to their land and become a nation. Most Protestants prefer to say that in some vague way the Church is the fulfilment. A liberal Jewish rabbi once told me “When the world has come to sanity, and wars have ceased, that will have fulfilled all the prophecies.”

(d) People who study Ezekiel (Daniel, Revelation etc) become cranks, who waste time on prophecy that should be used for Evangelisation or deeds of Christian love for those in need. Sadly, there always have been people who misuse Scripture in that way, Mt 7:15-28; Rom 2:17-29; Jas 2:1-20; 1 Jn 3:10-18. 

They also become proud of their knowledge and make rash claims in God’s name, that discredit the Bible when the claims prove to be false. It’s true that some Christian preachers have made bold, dogmatic claims that in Ezekiel Daniel, etc God had told in detail what was about to happen in the world. To fallen human nature the idea of knowing what others don’t know has a strong appeal.
 Making these sensational claims has made some preachers so popular that they became famous and wealthy as many people flocked to hear them, buy their books and give money to their cause. If they preached something of the Gospel some hearers were converted. But the spiritual growth of some of these was stunted by quarrelsome loyalty to “Their Man,” 1 Cor 1:12-13. As the years passed many were disillusioned when what the preachers said God would do, didn’t happen. So they decided to ignore the book of Ezekiel or even joined the mockers described in 2 Pet 3:1-4..

It is never safe or wise to pretend to be able to read the details of current events and say we know what God is doing, and what He will do next. The fulfilment of God’s purposes in the world, and the way the political scene shifts in the process is beyond any human understanding. It’s like a game of chess of which we know the final outcome. But as the pawns etc are moved around we may think we know what will happen next, but our guess will often be wrong. For instance in the aftermath of World War II, the bitter antagonism between Communist Eastern Europe (as the Great Northern Confederacy) and the increasingly united anti-Communist Western Europe, (The Revived Roman Empire) seemed to give strong support to assertions that this meant that Ezekiel 38-39 would be fulfilled almost at once. When Russia under Kruschev, signed a peace treaty with the USA, the whole scene seemed to be changed. President Putin is now making a fulfilment in the near future increasingly likely.

2 im 3:15-16, assures us that Ezekiel was written for us to use for our profit. That means we ate to read it looking to the Lord to show us what He wants us to know. God’s Word was written to encourage us in fellowship love-with God and our neighbours. If any Bible study distracts us from Christian witness and worship, or makes us proud and quarrelsome, we should suspect that we have been listening to Satan, as Angel of Light, 2 Cor 11:13-5. He tempts us to sin by using Scripture for raising questions about things fallen human natures want to know or do, Mt 4:3-10. The fruit of any Bible teaching indicates the source of it, Mt 7:15-20. Any teaching that leads to bitterness, or bitter criticism of others, can never be of God, Jas 3:1-4:12.

The uncertainties- In 2 Pet 1:21-22 God forbids us to base our teaching on any one Bible verse interpreted independently of the rest of Scripture. Or independently of what others understand it to mean. Before Christ's 1st Coming, no human had been able to fit all the pieces of prophecy into a detailed picture. And we can’t expect to be able to do that with the prophecies of His 2nd Coming. The promises in God’s message through Ezekiel are written using words that would be understood by his hearers. That leaves each generation to adjust it into current language, asking Gods help as we do so.

With all Scripture we should first try to make sense of a literal meaning. But I’m sure Isa 60:16 symbolises satisfying nourishment physically and Isa 66:11 spiritually. Not that anyone will be literally breast-fed. God has written the promises in a form that gives us heart-warming encouragement, but no excuse for proud, dogmatic, divisive teaching. Our Lord has warned us to be alert to current events – the fig tree sprouting - that point to His soon return. And at the same time warns us against believing the claims of those who claim special knowledge of it, even if they base their claim on Scripture, Mt 24:3-44. We’re to concentrate on doing the work He has given to us, in a spirit of humble fellowship with other Believers. Mt 24:45-51; 28:18-20; Acts 1:6-8. Cp 1 Cor 13:1-3; 2 Tim 2:23-17; Jas 3:13-4:12; 2 Pet 1:20-21.

Great certainties. While there is much that remains unclear to us, Ezekiel gives us a grand reassuring picture of God’s power and wisdom fulfilling all His loving purposes for His people. Maybe us Christians will have a part to play in it. Maybe we will merely be rejoicing in the good He is doing for others. But nothing God gives to others will rob us of one scrap of the wonderful blessings He has promised to us. In and through all God's interventions in Mercy and visible Judgment, Ezekiel assures us that His purpose is that they will know that I am the LORD.

Appendix B.   The Temple & Sacrifices

We might have expected that life in the future Kingdom would be lived under the same terms as we Believers live as members of Christ’s Church. The Gospel offer - All those receiving Christ, believing in Him, trusting themselves to Christ and being born again of the Spirit and living by His indwelling power. But, He the Head is invisible. The church He is building is invisible, and a minority in a world that it is not designed to rule. The OT makes clear that the core of the Kingdom, the establishment of Israel as God’s people, is on the same basis as ours - Salvation provided by Grace in Christ crucified, risen and ascended, received in faith, following personal repentance, 34:23-35; 37:13-14, 25-28; Isa 1:16:20; 52:5-53:12; 55:1-13; Jer 31:31-34; Zech12:9-13:9. But the promised Kingdom is ruled by Christ as a visible King who reigns in visible power and glory. Everyone living in the world is His subject and required to obey Him. Nothing is said in Zech 13 of the Israelite children who are too young to be convicted of their sin and exercise faith in Christ crucified. Those non-Jews who are left alive to live under Christ the King (Presumably they are the “sheep” who chose to befriend His “brothers,” the persecuted Jewish witnesses during the “great Tribulation,” Mt 24:21-31; 25:31-46.).will be free to exercise saving Faith and become “sons.” But if they choose not to, they will have to live obediently under Law. And that includes keeping the Feast of Tabernacles, and making offerings at the Temple, Zech 14:16-21. This means that generation by generation everyone will spend their lives in an ordered. Wholesome, temptation-free world of Peace and Righteousness, Isa 2:1-8; 9:7; 61:11; Joel 2:32; Micah 4:1-8; Zech 2:10-14; 8:20-23,etc. But Rev 20:1-10 shows that most of them will not be born-again into living fellowship with God.

It’s helpful to remember that before Calvary, it was natural for those who received Ezekiel’s message to think of fellowship with God in the terms of Temple worship. And after Pentecost, Jewish Believers continued to use the Temple for prayer and sacrifices, Acts 3:1; 21:1-26. Then, with the destruction of the Temple the possibility of offering the ordained sacrifices was lost. While Jews directed their attention to spiritual equivalents, these were thought of in terms of Temple-sacrifice, Ps 51:7, etc, or righteous living, Isa 1:10-17; 58:5-7; Mic 6:6-8.. Many Jews today ease their feelings of guilt by claiming that the Flood removed the reality and penalty of sin. Orthodox Jews still look forward to the fulfilment of Ezekiel and other Messianic promises. Whatever Ezekiel’s message should mean to Christians today, or what the reality of what it describes will mean in a day to come, Jews needed to be assured that God would provide all that is needed for fellowship with Himself. It may be important for us to remember that God’s message to us in Hebrews is based on the Tabernacle. What God, through Ezekiel, says to Jews is based on the Kingdom and Temple of Solomon. It was partly fulfilled in the Temple rebuilt by Zerubbabel, and enlarged by Herod. But could it be God’s will that sacrifice be offered at a future date?

In Heb 9:11-15, 24-28; 10:8-18, 26, we are assured that the Tabernacle, priests and sacrifices were in themselves useless. Their value was that they foreshadowed the true provision for sin, covering sin until the sacrifice Christ made on the cross. There, once and for all people, Jn 1:12, 29, 3:16, all time, He was made sin for sinners, so that they could be made righteous. And fulfil God’s purpose that men and women should live forever in His likeness and fellowship, Gen 1:26-27; Jn 17:4; Rom 8:29-30; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Rev 22:3-5. For us, the Tabernacle sacrifices are object lessons teaching us about the spiritual realities of Christ’s provision for us. They help us as week by week, we keep our “memorial Feast.” This reminds us of God’s holiness, His love, and the cost to Him of our being seated at His table in His invisible presence. It points us back to the Cross, and forward to His future Coming. Then in His visible presence we will share visibly in His joy and glory, Jude 24. 

Ezekiel is writing of a time when Israel is restored as God’s people, under the same second covenant as we are, the finished work of Christ, 36:24-31; 37:14, 23, 38, Jer 31:31-33. They will be visibly His people, sharing in His visible power and glory, as He is with them in His visible Temple. Cp Isa 2:3; 66:13; Joel 3:17-18; Hag 2:7-9; Mt 24:15. Offerings are spoken of in Isa 56:7, 60:7, Jer 33:16-18, Zech 14:21.

God, through Paul, says that fellowship with God is possible only through the New Birth by the Spirit, Rom 8:1-16; and that will be true of God’s people in the kingdom, Jer 31:31-33. But Christian Jews were permitted to continue keeping the Law, Acts 15:20-27; Rom 14:1-21; 1 Cor 9:19-23. The Law obedience by the born again Jews described in Ezekiel and Zechariah may be an act of grace, as a witness to those who as yet are strangers to the regeneration offered by grace. And who as yet know only the this-world blessings that are produced by obedience to the Law. Cp Deu 4:5-9. To make atonement offerings for the sin of people would be an insulting denial of the adequacy and finality of the Cross. But is that sort of offering promised? In Ezekiel’s temple the sacrifices are:-

Sin Offering- Chatta,: 42:13; 43:21-25. In 43:18 –26, as in Ex 29:36-46, this is to cleanse, the altar, consecrate it (Set it apart for God’s purposes), and make atonement- Kaphar – To Cover, atone, make atonement, reconcile it. I understand this to mean the sacrifice was to cover any imperfections in the material, or in the work of those who shaped it. These sacrifices would remind people of the holiness of God and the impossibility of fellowship with Him until sin was dealt with by blood sacrifice. In 44:27 the priest offers a sin offering for himself, but this is for having been ceremonially unclean - not a matter of justification.

In 45:15, 17, 20, the Prince will provide the sacrifices which will make a Sin Offering- Chatta, to make Atonement- Kaphar, for all the people. In 45:22 the prince prepares a Sin Offering- Chatta, for himself. All those forming the New Israel, are God’s people under the new covenant. They are individually already Justified, have a new heart, and fellowship with God being indwelt by God’s Spirit, 16:62-63; 36:22-36; 37:13-14; Isa 1:16-20; 52:5-53:12; 55:1-13; Jer 31:31-34; Zech 12:9-13:9. David the Prince (if He is the Lord Jesus Christ, as we would expect) has no imperfections for which to make a sin offering, But He provides the offering. This may be saying that He so identifies Himself with His children, and with His unsaved subjects, that whatever this “Sin Offering” means, it is the equivalent of His present Intercession for us, Heb 2:17; 4:14:16. And although, in a sense, we are already justified, sanctified, glorified, Rom 8:30; 1 Cor 1:2, as long as we have human natures, we need His intercession on the basis of the once and for all atonement offering He has made, Heb 10:12-14. It seems that the same will be true of His “Born Again” people in the Kingdom. 

*** In Ezekiel there is no mention of a Day of Atonement Yom Kippur . The Lord Jesus, their Saviour and ours, has made the full and final atoning sacrifice for human sin, Heb 10:10-14. Nothing is said of celebrating the Feast of Pentecost, Lev 23:15-23, (fulfilled in Acts 2.) And there is no feast of Trumpets, Lev 23:23-25– Israel had already been recalled to the land. ***

Burnt Offerings- Olah, 3::27; 44:11, 15. These acknowledged that as God’s Creation we should show our love for Him by giving ourselves wholly to Him and His service, Lev 1:1-17; Num 29:12-40; Deu 12:13-14. 

PEACE/Fellowship Offerings- Shelem, .43:27; 44:3, 15. These expressed appreciation of what God has provided, and a desire to enjoy God’s gifts in His presence, and to share them with others, Lev 3:1-17; 7:11-21; Deu 12:17-26; 26:1-15.;

FEASTS

Feast of Passover Pesach, 45:21-24, Ex12:1-27. In Jerusalem lambs were sacrificed annually as a continuing reminder of Israel’s once-and-for-all redemption from slavery in Egypt. What Passover foreshadowed was fulfilled by our Lord on the Cross. And again, this was once-and for all. The Lord had the disciples prepare to eat the Passover, but transformed the meal into the ongoing memorial which Believers are to celebrate until He Comes, Mt 26:17-29; Mk 14:12-26; Lk 22:1-39; 1 Cor 10:15-24; 11:23-29. Cp 1 Cor 5:7-8. Many Jews still keep this Passover each year as a reminder of Israel’s past deliverance, and in hope that Messiah will come to deliver them. It seems that redeemed Israel, living a normal human life in obedience to Law would keep a Passover feast, modified to acknowledge their Lord’s Redeeming death for them. It is significant that unbelievers are not forced to keep this Feast..

Feast of Tabernacles- Sukkah- Tabernacles, booths, shelters, 45:25, Lev 23:34:42. This Feast is to remind people of their debt to God as Creator, and their ongoing dependence on Him. It will be enforced world-wide, Zech 14:16-19.
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�  This summary based on NIV material may be useful: Ezekiel lived in dramatic times. 612 BC Nineveh fell to the Babylonians and Medes. 609 BC Pharaoh Necho came to the help of the Assyrians. He killed Josiah and replaced him. The Babylonians drove him back and put Jehoiachin on throne, 2 Ki 24:1-16; 2 Chr 36:1-4. They took some Jews to Babylon, Dan 1:1. 597 BC Jehoiakim rebelled, and was replaced by Jehoiachin, 10, 000 Jews taken to Babylon, including Ezekiel. 2 Ki 24:8-16. Zedekiah rebelled. Jerusalem besieged. The city and temple reduced to rubble and exile completed. 


� Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah show a similar balance of Judgment on sin, and Salvation by Sovereign grace. Shorter books of prophecy such as Hosea, Joel, Micah Zephaniah, Haggai, and Malachi have sufficient space to deal with only a few of the aspects and still contribute to the overall balance of God’s truth. Righteous judgment executed, conviction of sin and repentance followed by cleansing from sin and righteous living in a transformed world as promised to Abraham, Moses, and David.


� Don't try to fit the details into a unified picture. That's impossible. God, in His Being and Ways, is wonderful beyond our understanding, and what we read here is intended to remind us of that fact. In the Gospels the Kingdom of God/Heaven is like seed, sown, a fishing net, a pearl, etc. In Rev 21-22, Heaven is like both a bride and a city. To us men and women are different, but In Gen 1:27 God says He will them equally like Himself. Rom 8:28-29 assures us that this has always been God’s purpose, and the process has begun in us already, 2 Cor 3:15-4: 1 Jn 3:1-3.


� Scofield suggests that Cherubim are concerned to maintain the holiness of God as outraged by Human impudence. Seraphim Burning Ones. Saraph– To burn, proclaim the Holiness of God in the face of uncleanness. From Rev 4:6-8 it seems to me that both names are used of the same Angelic beings, but the names suggest different aspects of their roles. 


�  This was representative identification, he was symbolising identification with Israel and Judah. He laid their sin on himself in symbol, picturing the Redemptive Identification with sinners, of the True Son of Man who as Lamb of God became man and died as man for the sin and sins of all mankind, Isa 53:11-12; Jn 1:29; Rom 5:11-19; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 2:1-16; Rev 5:9-10, etc.


� Eg Biblical Archeology Review 1999, May-June, features an example of Hebrew writing from before the Exile – Num 24-26 engraved on a flat piece of silver, rolled up so it could be worn as a lucky charm.  


� Noah’s preaching saved only his own family, and we can’t be sure that Ham will be in heaven. Job’s friends were spared immediate punishment by his intercession, Job 42:7-9. but may have died in their sins. The same is true of the godless wise men whose lives were spared by Daniel’s righteousness, Dan 2. Cp Jewish foolish optimism that Abraham had built up such a treasure of  “righteousness” that every descendant of his would be spared Judgment. Note Jn 8:37-44.


� Ezek 23 is a disgusting chapter as in it God is using Ezekiel to confront Israel with their disgusting behaviour. Cp 23:36-39, They burned their children as a sacrifice to the Sex-Gods Baal and Asherah, Jer 32:35, while also going through the form of worship in the Temple as the Lord’s people! This is relevant to our modern, “Western World” which insists that people have the right to live and worship how they please. Many people, including paid "Ministers of God" encourage “Inter-Faith” fellowship between ALL religions, (not just Christians) and defend sexual promiscuity and perversion in the name of Christ. And it is the children who are being “sacrificed” by having to suffer the consequences of irresponsible sexual behaviour that breaks up marriages and homes. Cp Mal 2:14-17.


� The Destruction of Jerusalem, and exile of it’s in habitants is the chance for neighbouring nations to grab territory, loot, etc. God was punishing Israel. He would punish those who jeered at Israel/ took advantage of their defeat. Each will be made to know that God is  LORD. Partial fulfilments of these prophecies are obvious in the records of history, but the ultimate, full and final fulfilment awaits the day of the Lord, 30:3; Isa 2:10-22; Rev 16:14; 19:17, 21, etc. Settled civilisations are always at the mercy of nomads who can concentrate their manpower at any point they choose – the Nabateans drove out Ammon, Moab and Edom.. The Arabs later drove them out and their Christian successors. Some of this may be relevant. 


� What would soon happen to Egypt would be a foretaste of the Judgment day promised in Isa 2:12; 13:6, 9; 34:8; Amos 5:18-20; Zeph 1:7, 8, 14, 18; Zech 14:1-3; Mal 4:5; Acts 2:20; 2 Th 1:6-10. 


� In the NT His forgiveness of sinners requires them to forgive those who sin against them, Mt 6:12; 18:21-35. We who have been blessed with the glorious eternal salvation provided by the grace of God in Christ Jesus, should not brush off the blunt words of Mt 5:21-26; 6:12; 1 Pet 1:13-25; 2 Pet 1:2–12; 1 Jn 3:14-16; 4:7-13. Before we enter into the eternal bliss of worship joy and service, Rev 22:13-5, we will face our Lord, and receive what we have done in these bodies and done to our fellow members of the body of Christ, 2 Cor 5:10-11. God will treat every individual appropriately, for their good and for their development in Christ-likeness, Rom 8:28-29.


� In 1945 I spent a month in a military camp on a spur above Henderson Airfield, Guadalcanal The site was known as “Bloody Knoll’ because of the considerable mutual slaughter when the USA took it from the Japanese. I was chasing butterflies with a butterfly net as building a collection of them was my hobby, and one day I found myself standing on bare ground under a tree, surrounded by scattered human bones. It wasn’t easy to think of these being the remains of human beings with normal family ties etc – let alone imagine the possibility that they could once again form the framework of living human bodies. 


� In the Bible promises of future events are often stated as if they had already happened. This makes sense as it is impossible to prevent the fulfilment of God’s stated purpose. KJV follows this. To avoid misunderstandings – people thinking that this describes something that had already happened when Ezekiel wrote - NIV and most modern translations follow the custom of the English language and state the promise as being fulfilled sometime in the future. But the next statement is stated in the future tense. This suggests an interval between the physical restoration of national Israel in 1948, and its spiritual restoration which is still future.


� The National Identity of Israel was destroyed by the exile of the upper classes who define and maintain that identity. Many of the poorest people were left intermingled with idolatrous foreigners brought in as exiles from other lands, 2 Ki 17:22-33. This is confirmed by their reaction to the invitation made by Hezekiah, who had learned to look at them from God’s point of view, 2 Chr 29:1-31:7. In Judah also, the Jews who Nebuchadnezzar allowed to remain, 2 Ki 25:22, didn’t constitute a nation.


� Forever? But not in the form Ezekiel writes of. Even in the Millennium when Satan is kept from tempting anyone, God’s rule through David’s descendant, Christ the Messiah lasts only 1000 years. Then the earth is wiped clean with fire and replaced by a New heaven and new earth whatever that means, 2 Pet 3:10-15; Rev 20:1-18. Each message is part of the process by which God revealed Himself and His purposes, step by step, so that people and the generations that followed them\ could understand enough to move forward into further understanding. To think what each Scripture would mean to those who heard it helps us to understand it. But it’s only contributing part of the full and final full revelation, Heb 1:1-3, so it’s sinful folly for us to take a meaning out of these words that make it contradict any statement made later. 2 Tim 3:16 says All Scripture is GIVEN BY INSPIRATION OF/God-breathed and is PROFITABLE/ useful. They are true, but the truth they proclaim is the seed or embryo which is in a more developed form in later Scriptures. That is why earlier statements often seem to us vague, inadequate, and possibly contradictory, needing to be modified by further revelation of God’s purposes. But if we interpret the NT without taking into account the truths already revealed in the OT we go far astray. The OT promises of the Lord’s 1st Coming had stirred up interest and expectation, but what those promises meant was unclear until the Gospel writers looked back on the Life of Christ. The same will be true at the Lord’s 2nd Coming in His glory – To waste our tine arguing over details is folly. Eg some aspects of Mt 3:2-17; Lk 4:16-21; Acts 1:6-8; 2:16-21; 3:18-21; Rom 11:1-29; 1 Cor 15:24-28; 2 Pet 4:7-13; Rev 20:1-15 are less than clear. 


� During the whole month I spent on Espiritu Santos in 1945 three great columns of smoke were rising from Dumps of USA military clothing, vehicle tyres etc, being burned because it was feared that if they were sold USA factories would have no market for several years. 


� The sun rises in the East, and is a symbol of God’s shining upon His people in blessing, Num 6:23-25; Ps 27:1; Mal 4:2. We orientate in relation to the North. The ancients orientated in relation to the East. And as the same word also meant in front, facing, etc it was the logical place to start describing a location etc.


� These rooms as part of city gates made it easier to control access as entrance to the city through the gate included passing through a tunnel. These rooms could be occupied by reserve guards who could be ready to pour out into the passage way to block invaders, and also to attack from the side any who had passed their doorway. Reserves of weapons were also stored in these rooms.


� No mention of an incense altar, Ex 37:26-28; CANDLESTICK/lamp stand, Ex 25:31-40, or LAVER/basin, Ex 37:8. These, in a larger form, were-in Solomon’s Temple, 1 Ki 7:23-49: But here washing is mentioned only in relation to preparing sacrifices, 40:38. And most important of all, there is no mention of the Ark of the Covenant with its Mercy Seat – There is no need for any sacrifice of atonement, as Christ Himself has offered Himself as the once and for all people, all sin, all time sacrifice for sin, Lev 23:27-32; Jn 1:29; Heb 10:8-18; 1 Jn 2:2..


�  Shalom- The state of spirit, soul, heart, mind, body, and socially, which enables one to function at one's best, and enjoy life to the full. A right relationship with God is the source of this blessedness. It was available for those who, as symbolised in the Burnt Offering, and maintained by the Sin Offering, had a clear conscience before God, 1 Cor 11:23-29.


�  When Christ was on earth Annas, Caiaphas and the other “Chief Priests” had no inherited right to that position. They were self-promoting, greedy for money-priests, descended from priests who bought the position from Syrian kings such as Antiochus because of the money that they could make out of the position. One of them paid a huge sum to become High priest. But was soon replaced by his brother who paid an even higher sum to take over the position (and murder his brother!)


� Ideas I have heard or read include: Meshek is Moscow, so the Czar (or later Stalin) was going to lead an attack on Israel. The names of Napoleon (or Later Mussolini) added up to 666, etc. Rev 8:8-11 was fulfilled by the battle of Trafalgar. The moment the state of Israel is set up, Christ will come. In 1970, vultures in Israel are breeding rapidly, ready to feed on the corpses of Gog’s army, 39:17-20.
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