An ATTEMPT at

               Listening to the Lord

                                       In

ACTS 

 (Christ Builds His Church 

 - Paul & the Gospel on Trial)

I believe the best way to hear what God has to say to us is to read and re-read Scripture for ourselves. Whatever further ideas we gain by reading what others have written can then be checked against this. I’ve not printed the full text of Acts so that you will need to read from your own Bible as you make use of this booklet. May God in His Grace give you joy in your studies as He has in mine.

E Read 

Explanation of Abbreviations: OT= Old Testament. NT= New Testament. BRETHREN/brothers is KJV/Niv. [RT]= Received Text. [Nes]= Nestle Text. [MT] Masoretic Text, Hebrew Old Testament. LXX= Greek Septuagint Old Testament. Cp= Compare with the Scriptures that follow. Mss= Manuscripts. (See Booklet 1 for list of books I found helpful in preparing this – although the only ones I can commend whole-heartedly are those by Gooding and McDonald and the NIV Study Bible.)

Booklet 6  Acts 24-28    OUTLINE

24:1-26:32  Paul on Trial & Witnessing to Governors Felix, Festus & King Agrippa

24:1-27        Paul & Governor Felix …………………………………………………... 4 
25:1-12        Paul & Governor Festus - Chooses to be Tried by Caesar at Rome … 13 
25:13-26 32 Paul States his Case to King Agrippa & Officials ….…………….…… 18

27:1-28:31   Paul Goes to Rome, to Face Caesar Nero.

27:1-44       Paul Sent by Ship to Rome – Storm & Shipwrecked at Malta …..…… 34

28:1-31       On Malta & On to Rome ……………………………………………....... 45

Appendix I,     Why end at this point? ………………………… 57
Appendix II     What happened next? ………………….……… 58

Appendix III    Church Life in Acts & Today ………………… 58
Introduction

Why did Luke write about these trials at such length when at times he summed up years of busy activity in a single verse, as in 18:11; 19:10. The series of trials that reached no verdict bring out clearly Paul’s integrity, the strength of his commitment to Christ and the Gospel - and the unshakable reality of them. The change of Saul the persecutor into Paul the Apostle, and the nature of the Gospel he preached, were closely linked. And it was important that he should make clear that everything he had done and taught was appropriate to the genuine “Jewish Religion,” as set out in the OT. The facts he stated could be checked, and he made it clear that God had always said that He would extend to the Gentiles the blessings that Messiah would bring to the Jews.

These trials also showed clearly who the people were who were opposed to Paul, the reasons for their opposition, and the methods they used against him. We’re shown again and again that Paul stood with His rejected, crucified and risen Saviour. And that his enemies stood with those who crucified their Messiah. They interpreted the OT in a way that justified this, and helped them to keep their positions of wealth and power under the Romans. And that is why they wanted to get the Romans to persecute and wipe out the Gospel, Gospel preachers, and followers of the Gospel way. They stood before the Governor with all the legal authority of the Jewish Nation’s Priests and Rulers, and their case against Paul was presented by a skilled professional Lawyer. While they charged Paul with offences against their religion they twisted these into a political offence - causing riots, and so disturbing the peace of the Roman Empire. (Any rioting was of deep concern to the Roman authorities, as the source of possible rebellion.) That Paul was already being held in prison would count against him in any court and he stood alone, relying on the help God gives, 26:22.

Maintaining peace throughout the Empire was very important to the Roman Government as peace encouraged prosperity, and they could collect more taxes. It also left its army free to defend the frontiers, and expand the Empire. This had required them to recognise as legal every religion which existed in the countries they had conquered and absorbed. Each religion was given the right to control its followers, so the Jews had been granted the right to continue their religion under Roman rule. And the Sanhedrin had the right to control that religion and punish Jews who offended against it. It was illegal for any new religion to be set up as that might cause disturbances, so if Christianity wasn’t part of the Jewish religion, being a preacher of the Gospel was a criminal offence.

So, as they said Paul was to blame for riots between Jews and Christians, they had the right to demand that the Roman Government support them and suppress the Christians, and ban the preaching of the Gospel. But when Jews rioted against Christian preachers like Paul they were likely to be viewed with suspicion as: (a) Jews were often involved in rioting because of their demand that they couldn’t be involved with other religions on friendly terms. (b) And Jews who looked for Messiah to come and free them from Gentile domination were quick to follow any possible Anti-Roman leaders.

The 2nd great problem was that in order to hold the Empire together the Romans decreed that the Emperor must be acknowledged as a God – to fail to acknowledge this was a religious sin as well as a political crime. The standard loyalty test for all officials was offering incense to the Emperor (an image of him, etc) on public occasions – inaugurations, celebration of his birthday, etc. Idolators and philosophers of all kinds could do this light-heartedly, but no Jew or Christian could do so without being conscious of serious sin – and many Jews preferred to be killed as rebels. Would it make life easier for the Roman Government if Jews became Christians?

The point at issue between Jew and Christian was whether Jesus was alive, and therefore the Messiah, the fulfilment of the whole OT summed up in its promises. If so the only Jews entitled to claim to be God’s people - the Israel of God, Gal 6:15-16, were those who confessed Christ and followed Him. Or were those who crucified Christ and continued to reject Him the only ones entitled to claim to belong to the God of the Jews, and to be worshipping Him? The Sanhedrin judged Paul in terms of their interpretation of the OT Law, and neither Sadducees nor Pharisees would accept Paul and the Christian Gospel he preached as an acceptable form of the Jewish religion. Roman officials had to Judge Paul and his Gospel in terms of whether it was a legitimate form of the Jewish religion, and so approved under Roman Law. And also whether if Jews (or Gentiles) became Christians that would be helpful to the Roman Empire.

Lysias was bewildered by Jewish actions and beliefs, but he followed the rules correctly. Felix could understand the situation very well 
but would only do what would be to his personal advantage. A guilt-free conscience was desirable, but too costly, so he would settle for a bribe, and, failing that, for a lessening of resentment and accusation to the Emperor from the Jewish Rulers. Festus acted correctly and promptly, and as he sat on his Bema, assisted by his council, his verdict would be official. The visit of a local ruler such as Agrippa II was normal, and it was natural that Festus should ask his advice - as Roman Law left religious problems to be settled by the leaders of each religion. But Paul had to be treated as a Roman citizen. 

Whether a trial was held in Jerusalem or Caesarea was important. Herod the Great had built Caesarea to honour the Roman Caesars. It was the political capital of Judea and the city and people were proudly Roman. It has been excavated and today tourists can see remains of the cleverly built harbour, aqueducts bringing water from Carmel, idolatrous Temples, Governor’s palace, Stadium, Theatre, Public Baths, Gymnasium etc. Strict Jews wouldn’t live there. Jerusalem was the religious capital, the holy city to which Jews came from all over the world, and the Priest and Sanhedrin could easily put pressure on a Governor by stirring up fanatical mob violence – as they did with Pilate, forcing him to crucify Jesus. 

Hemer suggests possible dates:- Imprisonment Caesarea Summer 57 to Summer 59. Voyage to Rome Late Summer 59 to Spring 60. In Rome Spring 60 to Spring 62. And beyond the record in Acts: Trial & acquittal, early 62. Summer in Asia minor? 62. Summer & Winter in Greece & Crete? 63-64. 2nd Arrest in Asia – overland to Rome? 64. Execution 64+. 

24:1-27 Paul & Governor Felix

(This covers Paul’s two years of imprisonment at Caesarea and explains the reasons for it. Luke’s summary of the speeches sets out clearly the confrontational issues between the Jews and the followers of Christ which the Roman Government must decide how to deal with. These issues are the background throughout Acts, and remain unresolved as it ends with Paul waiting his turn to face Emperor Nero. We know from history that it was about 250 years before Christianity became a legally-accepted option within the Roman Empire.

Paul was in Caesarea for a similar length of time as he had stayed at Antioch,  Corinth and Ephesus – and later, Rome would be, 28:31. Paul’s access to people was limited to those who would come to visit him, and the letters and people he sent out, and his constant prayer on their behalf. He may have sent the letters to Ephesus and Colossae at this time, or perhaps not until later at Rome when he wrote to Philippi, Timothy and Titus. Caesarea had, in a sense, been the birthplace of the Gentile church, 10:1-48. If, as it seems, 27:1-2, Luke was still with him, it would have provided Luke with an excellent opportunity to begin the research and writing of his Gospel, Lk 1:1-4, and the book of Acts. During the two years Luke could come and go from Caesarea around Judea and Galilee, discussing with those who had known Jesus of Nazareth – his human relatives, and disciples, 1:13-14; 1 Cor 15:4-7.)

24:1-9 The Jews Accuse Paul to Felix

(Felix had +the right to try a citizen from Tarsus as both Judea and Cilicia were under the Governor of Syria. Luke gives him the correct title for a man of equestrian rank. Ananias, resenting Paul’s insulting remark, 23:3, all the more because it was true, thought the matter important enough to come himself and had hired a professional advocate to present the case against Paul. Their accusations against Paul concerned the Jewish religion, but they twisted them into political crimes by claiming that he caused riots. Riots were a concern of the Roman authorities in their efforts to maintain peace – peace was profitable.)

24:1-3 FIVE DAYS later- Than Paul’s arrival. ANANIAS THE HIGH PRIEST- This shows it was an important matter and they wished to put maximum pressure on Felix. went down to Caesarea WITH some of THE ELDERS- Ananias would have picked elders who would support his concerns, and not be sidetracked onto ideas such as the resurrection. WITH ORATOR/lawyer- Rhetor- Cp English Rhetoric- a Rhetor’s style of speech. NAMED TERTULLUS- A trained orator (speech-maker) who was paid as an expert in Roman Law to present the charges in the way most likely to be convincing to the Roman Governor. That he says “we…” suggests he may have been a Jew, but he was probably just identifying himself with his clients as Luke distinguishes him from the Jews in 24:9. 

WHO INFORMED/brought their charges AGAINST PAUL before the GOVERNOR- Felix was sitting as judge to hear cases. WHEN HE/Paul WAS CALLED in TERTULLUS BEGAN TO ACCUSE HIM/presented his case before Felix- Literally he was called. NIV assumes it means Paul was called into the room and his accusers given the chance to present their accusations. But it may mean they were all in the room and Tertullus was called to speak. 
SEEING.. WE ENJOY GREAT QUIETNESS/we have enjoyed a long period of peace under you VERY WORTHY DEEDS ARE DONE BY your PROVIDENCE/foresight.. brought reforms in this nation- Felix had been Governor of Judea for six years, and as he was the judge who decided court cases Tertullus flattered him in the hope that it would help him to win his case. He praised Felix for the good he had done Judea by ruling it intelligently. Felix had done some good, using the Roman army to get rid of some bands of robbers, and crushed the rebel movement led by the Egyptian, 21:38, But generally his record wasn’t good and he was recalled for ruling badly, 24:27, and the Jewish leaders followed this with personal accusations. 

WE ACCEPT IT/acknowledge this ALWAYS.. IN ALL PLACES/Everywhere and in every way MOST NOBLE FELIX WITH ALL THANKFULNESS/profound gratitude- We appreciate this and thank you for your kindness to us. But.. not to weary you I PRAY/request.. HEAR US OF THY CLEMENCY/that you would be kind enough to hear us briefly- Speakers find it helpful to promise to be brief, and Tertullus is assuring Felix that he could keep on finding nice things to say about him for a long time. But as he knows Felix is a busy man he asks him to listen kindly to the case against Paul. His words also suggest he could say a lot more bad things about Paul but he is going to give only a brief summary. Tertullus excuses the lack of facts in his summary on the grounds that it would save time for Felix to enquire no further and simply condemn Paul as requested. Cp Chief Priests to Pilate, Jn 18:29-30, and Pilate’s thoughts, Mt 27:18.

24:5-9 WE HAVE FOUND - In the sense that they claimed that this is what their experience with Paul had proved to be true. THIS MAN A PESTILENT FELLOW/to be a troublemaker- Loimos- A pestilence, an infectious disease. A dangerous nuisance. A powerful smear word, but conveniently vague. From the point of view of the Jewish rulers he was a plague – an infectious disease - infecting people wherever he went. It was true that, like His Lord, Mk 11:15-18, he was a threat to the money-making ability of the Priests (and other frauds) and to the power of the Pharisees to enforce the Jewish Law as they interpreted it, 15:1; 21:28. 

A MOVER OF SEDITION/stirring up riots- Used of Barabbas Lk 23:19, 25. AMONG ALL THE JEWS THROUGHOUT/all over THE WORLD- The Roman Government counted rioting as treason, 19:40. Jews were scattered throughout the Empire. Riots among Jews would be a serious concern for the Roman Government,
 so Felix is asked to condemn Paul, and by getting rid of him discourage riots among Jews about Jesus. A RINGLEADER- Protostates- A front rank man, head of a file – an army term. OF THE SECT- Hairesis- Act of choosing, a heresy or party. The word suggests deliberate divisiveness for personal advantage. Heresy springs from religious belief and practice centred on our own ideas, and on choosing what suits self. We must all beware of that. In fact those accusing Paul were the heretics, sectarians, as they had chosen to reject God’s Messiah.

OF THE NAZARENES/Nazarene sect- A leader of a divisive group among the Jews. The Romans had already had serious problems caused by groups of fanatical, Messianic Jews, and had had to put down rebellions, as Gamaliel had said in 5:35-37. Sadducee priests like Ananias could truthfully claim to have always helped the Romans against such, and it was one of their reasons for having Jesus killed, Jn 11:48. If Felix could be persuaded that Paul was the leader of such a group, he must order his execution. Any Roman Governor, especially in Judea, must take seriously the rising of any Messianic group, and the removal of its leader was an obvious way to limit the damage it could do. But Felix knew that Jesus had not been a killer, and His followers weren’t terrorists. As the Jewish leadership refused to accept the Christians as being within the Jewish religion, the implication is that Paul is a ringleader in an attempt to establish a new religion that had no legal status, and this was therefore a treasonable action. 

tried TO PROFANE/desecrate- Bebeloo- To cross the threshold, i.e. into forbidden territory or forbidden action, Used in Mt 12:5, LXX Ex 31:14; Neh 13:17; Ezek 20:13; 28:18. THE TEMPLE- To make the Temple unholy, destroy the special holy character of the Temple.

(For the rest of the verse and 24:8 the text is poorly supported in the oldest MSS. It appears in different forms in Western Text Mss. It seems to be an editorial summary which explains the situation that is left unclear in the older copies of the text. These verses ring true – the neat shift of the charge of violence from the mob and the Sanhedrin to the Commander Lysias is what one would have expected in such a court case.) 

so WE TOOK/seized him AND WOULD HAVE JUDGED ACCORDING TO OUR LAW- [RT] They claim to have been exercising the responsibility granted by the Roman Government. BUT THE CHIEF CAPTAIN LYSIAS CAME.. WITH GREAT VIOLENCE TOOK HIM OUT OF OUR HANDS- [RT] We were doing what the Government requires us to do, and the Commander prevented us by violent force. The suggestion that Lysias had violently interfered with their legally-approved judging of Paul on matters of the Jewish religion is an enterprising way of re-interpreting the action of Lysias who had rescued Paul from being beaten to death! Cp the opposite re-interpretation in 23:27. 

COMMANDING HIS ACCUSERS TO COME UNTO THEE. BY EXAMINING him you will be able to learn the truth OF/about ALL THESE THINGS WE ACCUSE/charges we are bringing against HIM- Anakrino- To examine or judge thoroughly. Seeming to imply “You’re a competent judge you ought to be able to get him to admit it.” THE JEWS ALSO ASSENTED/joined in the accusation, SAYING/asserting THESE THINGS WERE true- Imperfect tense – they were joining in as he spoke, backing up all he said. 

24:10-27 Paul’s Defence Before Felix

 (Paul gives a brief statement of his actions. He denies doing anything that was contrary to the OT Law, or Roman Law. He would be glad to have his explanation checked as he knows that his accusers can bring no evidence to support their slanders.)

24:10-13 PAUL.. ANSWERED/replied.. AS I KNOW THAT for MANY/a number of years you have been A JUDGE UNTO/over THIS NATION- Five years as Governor of Judea, and probably some years as local ruler in the Samaria section of Judea. I.. CHEERFULLY/gladly ANSWER FOR MYSELF/make my defence- Apologeomai- To give an explanation of one’s actions intended to show that they were reasonable, and morally right. Paul speaks respectfully, as Christians should, Rom 13:7; 1 Pet 2:17, without the high-sounding flattery and empty accusations of 24:2-8. He could say sincerely that he was glad to be speaking to someone who had considerable experience as Governor-judge of Judea, and who would therefore understand the situation. Felix would know of the bitter feuding among Jewish factions, and living with Drusilla would increase his knowledge. 

You can easily verify- The facts could be checked, and Paul would welcome Felix checking them – by asking the accusing Jews for instance. That no more than TWELVE DAYS- 5 days in Caesarea and 7 at Jerusalem, perhaps. Or he hadn’t been in Jerusalem more than 12 days before he had been attacked, rescued and arrested. As he had arrived for Pentecost, and his arrest was after that Feast it was clear that the time he had spent in Jerusalem had been short. SINCE/ago I WENT UP TO JERUSALEM TO WORSHIP- The opposite of defiling the Temple was his intention. Paul had come to Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Pentecost (one of the 3 feasts required by the Law, Ex 23:14-17; Deu 16:16) as Godly Jews did. Cp 2:1-11; 8:27; LXX Ps 5:7; 131:7. Any crime would have to be fitted into the period before he had been arrested and taken into protective custody.

THEY NEITHER FOUND/My accusers did not find ME IN THE TEMPLE DISPUTING WITH ANY MAN/anyone- When they saw me and attacked me I was not arguing and hadn’t been preaching or arguing the case for Christ being the Messiah. NEITHER RAISING UP THE PEOPLE/stirring up a crowd.. IN THE SYNAGOGUES or anywhere else IN THE CITY- He hadn’t collected a crowd or stirred up a riot. His attackers had done all the rioting and he was the victim. As a Jew he would have been entitled to share with others his understanding of the OT Scriptures, but he had been careful to be as unobtrusive as possible and not embarrass the local church as he had done in 9:29. It had been agreed, Gal 2:7-10, that Jerusalem was in the area God had allotted for the 12 to witness in.

NEITHER CAN/they cannot PROVE to you THE THINGS.. THEY ACCUSE/the charges they are making against ME- They had no facts to support the accusations they had made against Paul. They were unsupported malicious slanders. His behaviour in Jerusalem had been totally free of any excuse for rioting against him. They produced no evidence of crimes outside Jerusalem, and Felix couldn’t judge any actions outside his own province of Judea. But in other cities, as in Jerusalem, Paul had been the victim of riots, he hadn’t started them. 

24:14-16 BUT/However I CONFESS/admit- Homologeo- To say the same. He agreed with his accusers on this point only. He was an active member of the Christian church, the followers of Jesus of Nazareth. THAT AFTER/as a follower after THE WAY- Hodos- A path, road, or way. So a way of thinking, or behaving. Going places by a prepared route, as in LXX Isa 35:8-10. A way of walking with God, living in fellowship with Him. Paul believed the Gospel truths which set out the Way of worshipping God and he lived in a way that was appropriate to them. Paul was a disciple of Jesus who is the Way, Jn 14:6.

WHICH THEY CALL A HERESY/sect- Hairesis- As in 24:5. 
In effect Paul says "I am accused of being a sectarian, but I haven’t left the OT Way God gave His chosen Jewish people. God has made a further development of that Way by sending the promised Messiah, Jesus. They have made themselves A HERESY/sect- Hairesis- by rejecting and crucifying Jesus of Nazareth. God has raised Him from the dead, and He is the Way, the Truth and the Life, Jn 14:6, and I am following Him. That’s my choice, my Hairesis.” Paul admitted that he was an active member of the group which followed the Way of Jesus, but in doing so he was totally committed to all that the OT had taught. Jesus had fulfilled it, and Paul was following Him. 

SO WORSHIP- Latreuo- To worship, to serve. No one can worship God without at the same time surrendering himself in obedient service to God. Love, Faith, Obedience, and Worship are inseparable.
 I THE GOD OF MY FATHERS- The God who our Jewish ancestors worshipped – the God of the OT. The Roman Government had authorised Jews to continue to worship in the way their ancestors had done, and Paul always insisted that he continued to do so. 

BELIEVING/I believe ALL THE THINGS/everything WRITTEN IN/that agrees with THE LAW AND.. IN THE PROPHETS- Paul reminds them that all he believes, teaches and does is firmly based on God’s revelation of Himself and His will given in the OT. Cp 3:21-26; 28:23; Lk 16:31; 24:27, 44. Paul worshipped the God revealed in the OT who had now kept the promises He had made in it. In fulfilment of those promises God had revealed Himself, and His will in His Son, and the Gospel proclaimed the provision He had made for His people, Heb 1:1-3. Cp 2:32-33, 38. Paul, and his accusers had circumcised bodies. But only Paul and other Believers in Christ had the circumcised hearts God required and that were provided under the New Covenant, Deu 10:16; Jer 4:4; 6:10; 9:26; 31:31-34; Rom 2:9-29. It was ridiculous to call Paul, and those like him, heretics and sectarians when they accepted wholeheartedly the whole of the Scriptures on which the Jewish religion was based. The High Priest and the other Sadducees were truly heretics – they chose to believe only the books of Moses and cut themselves off from God’s witness through the prophets. 

AND HAVE the same HOPE TOWARD/in GOD- Hope as in 23:6; 26:6-8; 28:20. THAT THEY THEMSELVES ALSO ALLOW- Prosdechomai- To wait for, expect. as these men.. A RESURRECTION OF.. THE JUST/righteous AND UNJUST/unrighteous
- Paul looks forward to the resurrection in confident expectation, as the bulk of the Jewish nation, led by the Pharisees, did. The Sadducees had no such hope (and many of his accusers were Sadducees) but Paul’s belief in resurrection and future judgment couldn’t be called a heresy in any bad sense, as it in no way dishonoured Moses, God or the OT. Moses had taught that God killed and made alive, Deu 32:39. Cp 1 Sam 2:6. The fact that Paul had met the risen Christ strengthened his commitment to the God of Israel, and to all that was taught in God’s Word. Cp 1 Pet 1:18-25. 

So I EXERCISE MYSELF/strive- Askeo- To form by skilled effort, or train oneself by disciplined effort. So Paul says he does his best; tries as hard as he can. Maintaining a clear conscience before God and men is a valuable art and skill that we need to exercise ourselves at in a persistent disciplined way – as we would need to make a determined effort to master an athletic, musical or artistic skill. He makes a strenuous moral effort, with no thought of asceticism. He uses Agonizomai in 1 Cor 9:25; Col 1:29; 4:12; 1 Tim 4:5; 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7, and Gumnazo in 1 Tim 4:7. 

TO HAVE ALWAYS- In the Greek text always is emphasised. to keep my CONSCIENCE- Suneidesis- To know oneself, conscience, as in 23:1; Jn 8:9; Rom 2:15; 9:1; 13:5 1 Cor 8:7, 10, 12; 10:25-29; 2 Cor 1:12; 4:2; 5:9-11; 1 Tim 1:5, 19; 3:9; 4:2; 2 Tim 1:3; Heb 9:9, 14; 10:2, 22; 13:18; 1 Pet 2:19; 3:16, 21. 

VOID OF OFFENCE/clear- Aproskopos- Not stumbling oncself or others. So blameless, not doing anything that would stumble or lead others astray. 1:Cor 10:2; Phil 1:10. Cp 20:20, 27, 33; 23:1; 1 Cor 4:4; 9:25-27. TOWARD/before GOD AND TOWARD MEN/man- Cp 1 Cor 10:32. Apart from the doctrinal requirements of the Way, its moral requirements meant that Paul took very seriously his responsibility to live righteously in God’s presence – constantly looking to Him, Heb 12:2, and so living according to the known will of God. He made a vigorous effort to walk with God. Paul has pointed out that his actions had been those of a good Jew, and now he says that his conscience is clear as he faces God and the Holy Scriptures. 

24:17-19 After an absence of several YEARS I CAME to Jerusalem TO BRING ALMS/gifts for the poor- As in Gal 2:10. Cp Rom 15:25-32; 1 Cor 16:1-4; 2 Cor 8-9. Paul doesn’t specify that it was Christian Jews in Jerusalem who would receive this monetary help – after all Pharisees would expect to contribute to Pharisee synagogue funds, etc. Jews lived in Jerusalem for religious reasons, rather than financial, so poverty was common. Jews from overseas often took gifts for the poor. The Christians who had Taken joyfully the spoiling of their goods when persecuted for Christ, Heb 10:34, were particularly needy. Their care for the poor, 2:44-45, may have added "converts" who depended on handouts. Paul had gone up to Jerusalem with a deep exercise of heart for the blessing of his own Jewish people, and their unity in the Church of God. As part of this he encouraged Gentile Believers to come with him bringing gifts for the poor Christians in Jerusalem, 2 Cor 8 and 9, etc. This demonstration of what the grace of God in Christ had done for the Gentiles might hopefully provoke Jews to accept that grace, Rom 11:14.

AND to present OFFERINGS- Prosphora- A sacrifice - animals killed as a sacrifice to God made according to the OT Law, 21:26; Heb 10:5, 8. Prosphora is used of our Lord giving Himself for us, Eph 5:2; Heb 10:10, 14, and of Paul offering the Gentile Believers to God, Rom 15:16. Paul had made offerings associated with the four Jewish Brothers, 21:26, but this seems to say that part of his purpose in coming to Jerusalem was to offer a sacrifice in the Temple. 

I was ceremonially clean when CERTAIN JEWS FROM ASIA/they FOUND ME IN THE TEMPLE doing this- In obedience to the commands of the Law he had entered the Temple and completed the ceremony of purification. In no way had he polluted the holiness of the Temple, 21:24, 26-27. He had been acting as a devout Jew should act and the Jews had no excuse for accusing and attacking him. There was no MULTITUDE/crowd with me NOR TUMULT/was I involved in any disturbance- He and the people with him were not creating a disturbance by arguing or interfering with the worship of others.

But there are some Jews from the province of Asia WHO OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN HERE.. AND OBJECT/bring charges if they have anything AGAINST ME- The people who had caused the disturbance were Jews from the province of Asia who had made unjustified claims that he had taken a Gentile in where only Jews were allowed. And the fact that none of them had come along to present evidence showed that they knew they had no basis for the accusation made against him. (Roman law was strongly against accusers who abandoned their case – in fact Claudius had moved to strengthen the penalties against such and Nero completed that action – Luke is up to date about Roman law.)

24:20-23 OR ELSE LET those who are HERE- Ananias, Tertullus etc, who have brought these accusations against me should state ANY EVIL DOING/what crime they found IN ME WHILE/when I STOOD BEFORE THE COUNCIL/Sanhedrin- Paul challenges the credibility of his accusers – all they can witness to is what happened at the Sanhedrin meeting, 23:1-10. They had reached no verdict at the time and hadn’t proved any crime against Paul, but he admitted making a statement which had led to a rowdy quarrel. 

It is concerning THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD I AM CALLED IN QUESTION/on trial today- I am being judged by you because what I believe and teach is based on the truth that the dead will be raised to life again. If this put him outside the safety of the Jewish religion approved by Rome it would do the same for the majority of Jews. (That the Sadducees who accused him didn’t believe in the resurrection, meant that they, not Paul, weren’t true Jews.)

WHEN FELIX HEARD THESE THINGS, HAVING MORE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF THIS/was well acquainted with the WAY HE adjourned proceedings– At this point, Felix, who unlike Lysias and Festus knew a good deal about Christ and the Christian Gospel, postponed any decision by bringing the hearing to a close. As Governor of Judea he had been handling disputes among Jews for 6 years. He knew enough of the situation to know that Paul had not been proved to have committed a crime against Roman Law, so should have been set free. 26:31-32. But he knew that complaints against him were building up at Rome – they reached the stage where he would be recalled in 2 years – so he didn’t want to anger the Jews and generate further complaints. So he postponed the decision. AND SAID, WHEN LYSIAS THE CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander SHALL/is COME DOWN I WILL KNOW THE UTTERMOST OF THIS MATTER/decide your case- I will give my verdict. This left bribery as an option, of course.

HE COMMANDED/ordered.. TO KEEP PAUL under guard, but to give him some freedom- The exact meaning is unclear, but clearly Paul was to remain under guard in some sense, but had freedom – to write epistles, his friends had freedom to come and see him, chat with him, provide for his comfort, etc. Cp 28:30-31. In Roman Law such an imprisonment wasn’t regarded as a punishment, it was merely making sure that the person was available if the trial needed to be reconvened, or if it was decided that punishment was called for. It also protected Paul from being attacked by Jews, as they had intended, 23:12-15; 25:3.

24:24-25 Several DAYS later, FELIX CAME WITH HIS WIFE DRUSILLA,
 WHO WAS A JEWESS– She was the youngest daughter of Herod Agrippa I, 12:1-23, and sister of Herod Agrippa II and Bernice, 25:13. When she was 15 she had been married to Azizus king of Emesa. Their son, also called Agrippa, perished in the eruption of Vesuvius, AD 79. When she was still only sixteen years old Felix persuaded her to leave her husband and live with him. 
HE SENT FOR PAUL, AND HEARD/listened to HIM CONCERNING THE/as he spoke about FAITH IN CHRIST Jesus- Listened to the Gospel message about believing in Christ Jesus. It’s not unusual for prominent people, whose lifestyle is quite un-Christian, to have some private interest in what it would like to be a child of God, saved by and committed to the Gospel. Christians interested in protection, popularity or power may flatter such people and seek to gain their sponsorship. Paul didn’t water down the Gospel to win their support. He concentrated on the real, spiritual needs of Felix and Drusilla – he spoke of what was important for them eternally, not what would be expedient in this life.

AS Paul REASONED OF/discoursed- Dialegomai- To think things out, then to reason with others - to share with them, what one has already digested and sorted out for oneself in one's own mind. on RIGHTEOUSNESS, TEMPERANCE/self-control- Enkrateia- From Kratos- Strength. God requires man to be righteous so he should be strong and control his desires, not weak and give in to them. 
The ability to say “no” to self, and “yes” to God, allowing God to come first and rule one’s life instead of being slave to one’s desires, Rom 6:1-23; 8:1-16. This will bring benefits when one must face God to hear His Judgment verdict on one’s life – either as in 2 Cor 5:9-11, or as in Rev 20:11-16. AND the JUDGMENT TO COME- Paul talked about believing in Jesus Christ in terms of righteousness – granted by God, and lived out in good, moral, upright living. And the self control required in order to live that way, as in Gal 2:20, Eph 2:1-10; 4:1; Col 1:10. There was little righteousness in the public or private life of Felix, and that he had taken Drusilla from her husband displayed their lack of self-control. They faced Judgment and the lake of fire unless forgiven and cleansed in the Blood of Christ. Paul knowing the character of Felix concentrated his proclamation of the Gospel on the point of Felix’s need – his openly sinful life. 

FELIX TREMBLED/was afraid, AND ANSWERED/said, GO/That’s enough for now, You may leave- A command “Go right now I won’t listen any longer.” What Paul said made him feel uncomfortable about his past life, but the convictions of his conscience enlightened by the Spirit had to contend with pressure from lust, greed and ambition. WHEN I HAVE A/find it CONVENIENT SEASON I WILL CALL/send for you- You can preach to me when I want you to preach to me, not when you want to do it. Felix was afraid of the growing conviction of his sin and need of a Saviour, and from now on would hear the Gospel only when he felt sufficiently hardened to withstand it.

24:26-27 HE HOPED ALSO/At the same time he was hoping Paul would offer him MONEY/a bribe- Chrema- From Chraomai- To use. A thing one uses, then wealth, riches. To Felix, being Governor was something to use, turn into cash etc. This is a natural outlook of a self-centred life. Everything is looked at as something to be used for gratification of pride, greed, love of ease, popularity, etc. Paul presented the truth that instead one’s position was something for which one was answerable to God as a stewardship. THAT HE MIGHT LOOSE HIM- He was afraid of facing God in Judgment, and the Holy Spirit had convinced him that the Gospel was true, Jn 16:8. But the way he had chosen to live was still dear to him, and held him fast – Paul deserved to be set free, and he hoped for a bribe to do that. 

so HE SENT FOR HIM THE OFTENER/frequently AND COMMUNED/talked WITH HIM- Felix spent a lot of time talking to Paul. He found him interesting, and hoped to make use of him. BUT AFTER/When TWO YEARS had passed Felix was succeeded by PORCIUS FESTUS- Emperor Nero appointed Festus to succeed Felix who was recalled in A.D. 59-60 for his mishandling of riots between Jews and Syrians, and for irregularities in his administration. Porcius was the name of an ancient and respected Roman family. All we know of Festus is that he seems to have ruled honestly, and energetically suppressed gangs of brigands. He took ill and died after two years as Governor. 

TO SHOW A PLEASURE/grant a favour- Charis- Grace, favour, kindness. to THE JEWS LEFT PAUL BOUND/in prison- Shortly after his recall to Rome a Jewish deputation arrived accusing him to the Emperor of various injustices to the Jews, according to Josephus, Antiquities 20:182-188; Jewish War 2:271-272. Leaving an innocent man in prison was a cheap price to pay for a lessening of angry accusations. 

25:1-12 Paul Chooses to be Tried by Caesar at Rome

 (Felix had been recalled to Rome as he had failed to suppress social unrest and the rise of terrorism, etc. Festus made a good start at governing by going down to the Jewish capital Jerusalem to meet the leading Jews to get to know the situation there. The Jews were quick to put their case against Paul knowing that the new Governor wouldn’t be able to understand much of the situation beyond the fact that executing Paul would earn their goodwill. The main problem for the Romans was anti-Roman terrorists following men who claimed to be the Messiah, 5:34-39; 21:38. So they hinted that Paul was a ring leader of a dangerous Jewish sect, stirring up riots world-wide, and said Festus should have Paul killed, 25:15. Then they asked that Paul be brought to Jerusalem to fit in with an assassination attempt, but he declined. 

Festus was in an awkward situation. Rome faced an increasing number of rebellious Messianic groups among the Jews. The High Priest was a puppet appointed by the Romans, and the Sadducee majority of the Sanhedrin were heavily dependent on the Romans and committed to their interests. As they saw the Christians and particularly Paul as a threat to their position of wealth and power, if Festus gave a verdict in favour of Paul they might report to Rome that he was favouring a rebel against Rome’s only Jewish allies. Festus knew he should protect Roman Citizens such as Paul, but he also knew he must gain the goodwill of the Jewish leaders if he was to govern successfully. So when he was bewildered by the case presented by Paul’s accusers, 25:18-20 he accepted their suggestion that Paul be sent back to Jerusalem and be tried by the Sanhedrin there. But Paul knew what their verdict would be, and guessed that as in 23:12-15, they would arrange for him to be killed on the way there. Cp 25:3. So, Paul claimed his right as a Roman citizen to have his case heard by the Emperor at Rome, and this would fulfil the Lord’s promise, 23:11.)

25:1-6 WHEN FESTUS WAS COME/after arriving in the province Festus went up from CAESAREA TO JERUSALEM- This prompt action showed that he took his responsibilities as Governor seriously. The prompt action of Paul’s enemies showed that they took his Gospel preaching seriously. THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE CHIEF OF THE JEWS/Jewish leaders appeared before him and INFORMED/presented the charges AGAINST PAUL- As in 23:15, the Jews accused Paul of having done things which were forbidden under Jewish law and Roman law. They BESOUGHT HIM/urgently requested Festus as a favour to them- The tense indicates that they were asking Festus urgently, were begging him to take urgent action, as a favour – as something that would earn their goodwill and co-operation which would be important to him in exercising his Governorship. 

THAT HE WOULD SEND HIM/to have Paul transferred TO JERUSALEM.. LAYING WAIT/preparing an ambush TO KILL HIM along the way- As in 23:16. They were happy to arrange things for the convenience of those eager for a chance to murder Paul. The group of Zealots who had planned such an ambush two years earlier, 23:12, would have been involved, no doubt, and more might join them. 

BUT FESTUS ANSWERED.. PAUL SHOULD BE KEPT/is being held AT CAESAREA.. HE HIMSELF/I myself WOULD DEPART/am going there soon- Paul was being kept prisoner, soldiers were guarding him. so he was sure to be there when Festus arrived back with them. As usually in Luke’s record, Festus behaved impartially as a good Roman official should do. LET THEM- Not merely permission, this is a command. As the Emperor’s representative he tells them that what they must do to get action in this matter. some ABLE/of your leaders- Dunatai- men of power. GO DOWN/come WITH ME, AND ACCUSE/press charges against THE MAN there IF THERE BE ANY WICKEDNESS IN HIM/if he has done anything wrong- Atopos- Anything not as it should be, improper, inappropriate to being a Jew or a Roman citizen. (Literally If there is anything out of place in the man.) He is impartial, and assumes that Paul may be innocent, or guilty of minor infringements of Law rather than illegal criminal actions. 

WHEN HE HAD TARRIED/after spending eight or TEN DAYS with them- He was in Jerusalem at the Governor’s residence, no doubt familiarising himself with the situation by discussion with the Garrison commander, and other officials. HE WENT DOWN TO CAESAREA.. THE NEXT DAY SITTING ON/convened THE JUDGMENT SEAT/court- Bema, COMMANDED/ordered PAUL TO BE BROUGHT before him- He made prompt arrangements for a session of the court, and took his place on the Judge’s seat. Decisions stated on his Bema were official verdicts, decrees that would be enforced, not mere expressions of personal opinions. 

25:7-9 WHEN HE WAS COME/Paul appeared, THE JEWS.. STOOD ABOUT/around him.. MANY AND GRIEVOUS/serious COMPLAINTS ABOUT PAUL/charges against him WHICH THEY COULD NOT PROVE- The accusations were wide-sweeping and serious, but lacked any weight of evidence behind them. They started making many serious charges against him, without producing evidence to support the accusations. Their eager and violent accusations indicated their unreasoning, unreasonable anger and hatred against Paul. This echoes the attitude of the Jewish rulers when they brought Jesus to Pilate, Lk 23:4; 23:2, 14-23; Jn 18:28-31.

HE/Paul ANSWERED FOR HIMSELF/made his defence, I have done nothing wrong AGAINST THE LAW OF THE JEWS, or AGAINST THE TEMPLE- Paul’s attitude towards the Law is seen in Rom 7:7-12; 8:3-4; 1 Cor 9:20, and Temple 22:17; 24:18. NOR YET/or AGAINST CAESAR HAVE I OFFENDED ANY THING AT ALL- Whatever Paul said in his defence is summed up in the statement that he had done nothing forbidden in the OT Law which governed the life of the Jews. Paul could state confidently that the things they stated were malicious lies and half-truths that depended on their biased viewpoint. As a Jew, in the sight of the God of the Jews, he had a clear conscience with regard to the OT Law, 23:1; 24:14-16. 

    As a Roman citizen, he could say honestly to the Roman Governor that he had not spoken or done anything against the Law of the Roman Empire which Festus was required to enforce. He had already put in writing, Rom 13:1-7, that God had ordained Government, and God required Christians to obey it. Cp the Lord’s verdict, Render unto Caesar.. Lk 20:20-26. Festus was competent to judge only whether Paul had spoken or acted in defiance of Roman Law, or against the interests of Rome. Paul could cheerfully deny that the Gospel, and its success in winning Jews to Christ, could in any sense be said to have broken Roman Law or been against Roman interests. His Gospel was not a threat to Caesar as it proclaimed Jesus as Messiah-King not in a political sense, but of a moral-spiritual kingdom of those to whom He was Saviour and Lord, Jn 18:35-38. Paul later called for prayer for Rulers, 1 Tim 2:1-2.

BUT FESTUS.. TO DO THE JEWS A PLEASURE/favour- As the newly-installed Governor of a difficult province Festus was required to do all he could to gain the goodwill of the local rulers. The Jews had requested a favour against Paul in 25:3. Festus doesn’t express any prejudice against Paul, but like Felix in 24:27, know it’s very much in his interests to act in ways that will help him gain the goodwill of these notoriously difficult subjects. 

SAID to Paul are you willing- As Paul was a Roman citizen his being transferred from the court of the Roman Governor, to be tried in the local court of the Sanhedrin, required his consent. to GO UP TO JERUSALEM AND BE JUDGED/stand trial BEFORE ME there on THESE THINGS/charges- Jerusalem was the headquarters of the Jewish nation and religion, the Accusers lived and ruled there, and it was in the Temple that the riot and accusation began. So there were good reasons for the trial to be held there where the maximum of evidence would be available. Festus hadn’t been in Judea long enough to see what had been clear to Lysias and Felix, that the request had in mind the chance to murder Paul. Festus knew there was no charge of a secular nature that required him to condemn Paul. But in Judea religion was all-important and if peace in the province was to be maintained the religious sensibilities of the Jews must be humoured. The charges all depended on Paul’s relationship with the Jewish Religion and Law, about which Festus (unlike Felix 24:22) knew nothing. And like Gallio, 18:12-16, he refused to try to understand and judge it, so it made sense to transfer the case back to the Sanhedrin. He couldn’t be expected to know that the High Priest would have had no conscience about pretending to be shocked if some of the witnesses they chose to call might have daggers under their cloaks!

25:10-12 PAUL answered, I STAND/am now standing AT CAESAR’S JUDGMENT SEAT/court WHERE I OUGHT TO BE JUDGED/tried- There was no reason why Paul as a Roman citizen should be transferred to a dangerous city for trial. 
He was standing before the Governor, (who represented the Emperor) where as a Roman citizen he had the right to demand that a verdict be given. He wasn’t asking the Governor or Caesar to give a verdict on his interpretation of the Law as referring to Christ, or on the question of the resurrection. Paul was simply asking for a verdict on the question of whether the peace of the Roman Empire would be furthered by his death. 

I have not done any WRONG to the Jews, as you yourself know- Paul insists that on the evidence presented, Festus already knows that he is innocent, and shouldn’t be used as a pawn to make it easier for Festus to rule the Jews by risking injustice to Paul. IF I HAD BEEN AN OFFENDER/If however, I am guilty of doing ANYTHING WORTHY OF/deserving DEATH I do not REFUSE TO DIE- If Festus is convinced that he deserved death for what he had done he isn’t objecting against such a verdict. But Paul is confident that he has done nothing that deserves the death penalty, and he is sure that Festus doesn’t believe that he should condemn him to death.

IF.. NONE OF THESE THINGS/charges brought against ME by these Jews are not true- The Jews have shown that they can’t prove their accusations – there is no basis of truth in them that requires a postponement of verdict that Paul was innocent. NO MAN/one MAY/has the right This court has no right – no one has any right to DELIVER ME UNTO/hand me over- Charizomai- To give freely as an act of Charis- grace. (Charizomai is used of Christ giving sight to the blind, Lk 7:21, God giving the lives of the crew to Paul, 27:24, etc.) Paul obviously guesses that the request for a transfer of the case to Jerusalem was to increase the chances of murdering him. If the Governor as Caesar’s representative is unwilling to give the verdict he has no right to make a present of Paul to the Jews as a means of gaining their favour.

I APPEAL UNTO/to CAESAR- Very little is known of the details of this right of appeal to the Emperor. It seems that if a Roman citizen felt he was not going to get justice he could ask that the trial be transferred from any local court in the Empire to be judged at Rome by the Emperor himself. It wasn’t safe for the local Governor to refuse as this would be public disloyalty to his Emperor. And the prisoner wasn’t free to take back his appeal. The Appeal once made was final. Festus would be pleased to shift responsibility to Rome - things that loomed large in Caesarea and Jerusalem, would be seen in a clearer perspective in Rome – but he needed to show that the case was important or the Emperor wouldn’t be pleased. Paul would achieve his ambition of reaching Rome, and if set free could evangelise Spain etc at a safe distance from the Jews and their murderous plots. 

    Apart from personal safety, and the possibility of witnessing for Christ and winning souls at Rome for Christ (as he did, Eph 6:19-20; Phil 1:12-13; 2 Tim 4:17) there was the hope that winning a not-guilty verdict from Caesar Nero could have amounted to recognition of Christianity as an acceptable form of the legally permitted Jewish religion. (If at this stage Nero was ruling under the wise counsel of his ex-tutor Seneca.) Some might say Paul was failing to trust God by appealing to Caesar. But it would be truer to say he was trusting God to use this to keep His promise of being sent to Rome and witnessing there, 23:11. 

After FESTUS HAD CONFERRED WITH THE/his COUNCIL- The officials and legal experts who made up the council of a Governor. ANSWERED/he declared- It seems that there would have been nothing that needed to be discussed, but this was the correct form of action – the Governor must make the decision, but there was no point in having a council to help him govern if he didn’t, as a routine action, consult them, giving them an opportunity to comment. Their commitment to his course of action meant he could expect them to help him in his wording of the request forwarded to Caesar. You have APPEALED.. to CAESAR you will GO.

25:13-26 32 Paul States his Case to King Agrippa & Officials

 (Paul had appealed to Caesar so no further trial was possible until his trial was resumed in Rome, but with him had to go a statement of his case that must make it seem important enough to take up the time of the Emperor’s court. Agrippa wanted to hear Paul, and he was the ideal person to give advice and help Festus in writing up the charge sheet to go with Paul to Rome. Agrippa was an expert in the Jewish religion, and quite independent of the High priest and the Sanhedrin. He was popular at the Emperor’s court as a loyal supporter of Rome, and was recognised at the court as an expert on Jewish affairs. He had successfully supported petitions Jews had made to the Emperor. With his approval and backing Festus could write - confident that the outcome would be satisfactory.) 

25:13-27 Background to Paul’s Sermon to King Agrippa

(The statements Festus made to Agrippa form a good summary of the situation of Paul, and of Christians generally, as seen by the Roman Government at this stage.)

25:13-16 A few DAYS later KING AGRIPPA- This was Herod Agrippa II. He had been 17 when his father Agrippa I died, 12:23, so as he was too young to take over the kingdom it was put in the hands of Roman Governors. The Emperor Claudius later made him king over some small areas of Galilee etc but he continued to live in Rome at the court. He was able to win some favourable responses to requests from the Jewish Sanhedrin – e.g. the right to appoint the High Priest and keep the High Priest’s robes was taken from the Roman Governors and given to him. He was also put in charge of the religious affairs of the Jews, and the supervision of the Temple and its activities. In A.D. 53 he returned from Rome to live in his own kingdom.

AND BERNICE- Agrippa’s sister. Bernice had been 16 when Agrippa I died. At 13 she had been married to her uncle Herod of Chalcis and they had two sons. When he died she went to live with her brother Agrippa II. This was generally viewed with suspicion, and there were other scandals in her life, but in view of Eph 5:12 that’s all that should be said. All the Herods seem to have lived rather sinful lives, but like Herod Agrippa I, 12:1-19 she was interested in the Jewish religion, and once took a Nazirite vow.

CAME UNTO/arrived at CAESAREA TO SALUTE/pay their respects to FESTUS- It was usual for local rulers to do this to a new Governor as soon as possible after his arrival, and for the Governor to be pleasant to them. The pomp and ceremony of the later public gathering honoured all concerned and was intended to lay a sound basis for mutually helpful co-operation. FESTUS DECLARED/discussed PAUL’S CASE.. SAYING/he said THERE IS A MAN here who Felix left as a prisoner. WHEN I WAS AT/went to JERUSALEM THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND ELDERS.. INFORMED/brought charges against him.. and asked that he be condemned.
I ANSWERED/told them that IT IS NOT THE MANNER OF THE ROMANS/Roman custom TO DELIVER/hand over ANY MAN TO DIE BEFORE.. HE.. HAVE THE ACCUSERS FACE TO FACE/before he has faced his accusers TO ANSWER FOR/has had the opportunity to defend HIMSELF- The Romans were proud of their tradition of justice, in contrast to the Eastern rulers where corruption and bribery were common, and rulers often could do whatever they wished. Cp Dan 5:19. Although as the Empire expanded life became more complex and there were greater opportunities for bribery and corruption, the standard of Roman Justice remained superior to most other nations at the time. 

25:17-19 THEREFORE.. I SAT ON THE JUDGMENT SEAT/convened the court on the next day- I arranged a court hearing promptly. AND COMMANDED/ordered THE MAN TO BE BROUGHT in.. THE ACCUSERS.. BROUGHT NONE ACCUSATION OF SUCH THINGS AS I SUPPOSED/did not charge him with any of the crimes I had expected- As they had asked Festus to condemn Paul to death, 25:15 he had expected them to be accusing him of serious crimes. (A Roman Governor couldn’t be expected to understand that breaking of some parts of the Jewish OT Law, could be a capital offence.)

BUT HAD CERTAIN QUESTIONS AGAINST/some points of dispute with HIM OF/about THEIR SUPERSTITION/own religion- Deisidaimonia- As in 17:22. To a Jew or Christian the religion of Athens was Deisidaimonia. To a Roman, the religion of a Jew or Christian was also Deisidaimonia. Festus knew Agrippa was a high official in the Jewish religion, and wasn’t insulting him. The word was used to mean superstition = religious ideas a person didn’t approve of, or religion = religious ideas which he approved and took seriously. One man’s “religion” might seem mere “superstition” to another, as both were matters of religious belief and commitment, rather than physical facts which could be handled mechanically. The Rulers who claimed to be the leaders of true Judaism charged Paul with heresy. To Paul Christianity was the true Jewish Religion, and the rulers had crucified the Messiah who was the long promised hope of the Jewish OT. 

AND OF/about a dead man named JESUS who PAUL AFFIRMED/claimed TO BE/was ALIVE- This was how the Gospel would seem to an educated Roman. Festus had grasped that a key point in the quarrel between the Jewish Rulers and Paul was Paul’s insistence that Jesus was risen and alive. To the Sadducee High Priests Jesus was a Jew who had made life difficult for them and was now dead and disposed of. To Paul He had risen from the dead AND was now in the glory of Heaven at God’s right hand, acknowledged as the Son of God and the source of life and hope to His followers. But what could Festus say of that to the Emperor Nero who was accounted the “living God and Lord” of the Roman Empire? 

25:20-23 BECAUSE I DOUBTED/was at a loss how to investigate SUCH QUESTIONS/matters- The I is emphatic. Festus cheerfully admits his incompetence to judge such matters. They weren’t really his concern as the Roman Government left such matters in the hands of the Sanhedrin. So I ASKED HIM if HE WOULD be willing to GO TO JERUSALEM AND THERE BE JUDGED OF/stand trial on THESE MATTERS/charges
BUT WHEN PAUL APPEALED/made his appeal.. THE HEARING OF/for the AUGUSTUS/Emperor’s
- decision- Speaking to a subject king, Governor Festus, used the high title, “the Augustus” I COMMANDED/ordered THAT HE BE KEPT/held until I could SEND HIM TO CAESAR-  the Emperor. 

AGRIPPA SAID.. I WOULD like to HEAR this MAN- Cp Herod Antipas’ desire to see Jesus, Lk 9:9; 23:8.
 ON THE MORROW/next day AGRIPPA AND BERNICE came WITH GREAT POMP- They arrived impressively dressed, along with impressively dressed officials etc displaying how important they were, in a public procession. Cp the earthly glory which marked the last, fatal public appearance of Herod Agrippa II’s father, 12:20-23. INTO THE PLACE OF HEARING/audience room- The grand room in which public ceremonies were held. WITH THE CHIEF CAPTAINS/high ranking officers AND PRINCIPAL/leading MEN OF THE CITY- Five army regiments were based on Caesarea, so their commanders would be present as well as the city and state officials and important citizens. 

25:24-27 FESTUS SAID KING AGRIPPA.. you SEE THIS MAN, ABOUT WHOM ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS/the whole Jewish community- Under the leadership of the Jewish Sanhedrin to which the Roman Government had given the right to control the Jews and their religion. has petitioned me.. in JERUSALEM AND HERE at Caesarea. CRYING/shouting THAT HE OUGHT NOT LIVE ANY LONGER- The Jewish rulers were demanding that he be executed.

BUT WHEN I FOUND THAT HE HAD COMMITTED/done NOTHING WORTHY/deserving OF DEATH- Festus states that he found nothing in the charges against Paul that could warrant the death penalty. Lysias had given the same verdict in 23:29. AND THAT HE HIMSELF HAD/but because he APPEALED/made his appeal TO AUGUSTUS/the Emperor I DETERMINED/decided TO SEND HIM to Rome. 

I HAVE NO CERTAIN THING/nothing definite TO WRITE UNTO MY LORD/His Majesty- Kurios - Nero seems to have been the first Emperor to use this title. That Christians confessed that Jesus was Lord- Kurios and refused to acknowledge that the Emperor was Lord, became a serious offence later, but wasn’t yet an issue. Festus needed to provide a clear summary of the case ready for the officials of Caesar’s court to hand to Caesar so that it would be easy for him to make a decision promptly and move on to the next case. The Emperor’s reaction to what was written would increase or lessen his approval of Festus as Governor. Would Nero want to decide whether or not Paul’s Gospel was a genuine form of the permitted religion of the Jews? Nothing the Jews said had convinced him that Paul and what he preached was a threat to the Roman Government and the welfare of its people. So, what could he say that would warrant the expense of sending Paul to Rome, keeping him there and taking up the time of the Emperor.

I HAVE BROUGHT HIM BEFORE all of YOU, AND SPECIALLY/especially you KING AGRIPPA so THAT AFTER EXAMINATION/this investigation I may have something TO WRITE. I think it is UNREASONABLE TO SEND on A PRISONER, AND NOT TO SIGNIFY THE CRIMES LAID/without specifying the charges AGAINST HIM- Herod Agrippa ruled over Jewish communities and associated himself closely with their religion, so he knew far more about the situation than Festus did. He understood Jewish religious politics well, but he was also thoroughly Roman in his tastes and politics. His coins had stamped on them Philo-Caesar, or Philo-Romaios proclaiming that he was a friend of Caesar and of Romans.
 He knew the situation of the Sanhedrin and priests in relation to Paul and the Gospel, and he also knew Caesar and his court, and how the situation could be presented to them to gain goodwill there. Herod would also know something of the effect the Gospel was having on Jewish society as a whole, especially in relation to Jews becoming more antagonistic to the Roman Government, or less so. So he should be able to give a clear assessment and wise advice to Festus. With his help Festus could frame a suitable summary of the charges and their rebuttal by Paul, for Festus to send to Rome. 

26:1-32 Paul Witnesses to King Agrippa

(Paul knew that Agrippa was interested enough to listen to this explanation, so what he said he directed to him, but Paul knew also that it was a wonderful opportunity to give the Gospel to a large audience of important people. (as the Lord had promised, 9:15.) He did this against the background of the story of his life which lent weight to the truth of the Gospel. And it showed the effect the Gospel should have on any sincere Jew. In speaking to a well educated audience Paul took care to present the Gospel carefully in a high level of Greek in order to make the message more readily appreciated – all things to all people 1 Cor 9:22, and Luke recorded it in good Greek. 

Paul could say honestly that he was happy to present his case, and the case for Christ and His Gospel, to a well-informed Jew who stood outside the petty-minded quarrelling of Sadducees and Pharisees. (And their determination to protect their wealth, and political-religious power from the threat of a new approach to God based on a new interpretation and fulfilment of the OT.) And apart from his personal need of Salvation, Agrippa’s understanding of the situation would affect the future relationships between the Christian church and the Roman authorities. 

Paul builds his message on the OT basis of Jewish religion, emphasising their hope of the coming of Messiah, and their belief in the resurrection. He shows how his experience in meeting the risen Christ, and the Gospel concerning Him, grows out of the OT witness of Moses and the prophets. And from that he leads into God’s concern for the Gentiles to be won to Christ and Paul’s own part in that as commissioned by the God of the Jewish Fathers and nation. The foundation of the Gospel is faith in Jesus 26:18, and, as Paul’s had experienced, people come to that faith by repentance. The way of salvation is possible by the death and resurrection of Jesus, and its fulfillment will be experienced in our resurrection. This is the last major discourse in Acts. It sets out carefully and firmly the core of the Gospel. Jesus is Saviour-Deliver (Messiah) promised in the OT. He died to provide Salvation-Deliverance, was raised and ascended and so the Gospel and the church it generates is the legitimate heir to the Jewish heritage. The childhood-slavery stage of God’s people had been replaced by sonship life stage, Gal 3:21-4:7, 21-31, etc.

Paul doesn’t repeat the charges against him and his rebuttals, 22:3; 23:1; 24:5-21; 25:7-8. Instead he says that his obedience to the Heavenly vision is the reason for the charges being made against him, 26:19. Paul speaks of his life as a Pharisee, confesses his mad attacks on followers of the risen Christ, and adds new information that the Lord had said He knew Paul was motivated by a determination not to yield to God’s voice in his conscience, 26:14. The interruption by Festus provokes the strong clear assertion that what Paul had said was a sane and truthful description of the well-attested facts of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. If one believes the prophets one ought to believe the Gospel. 

Paul’s defence is successful in that Festus Agrippa and Bernice, backed by their officials, agree on Paul’s innocence, and therefore the legality of the Gospel community under Roman Law. Presumably they would make a favourable statement of the case for the Emperor to consider, and they were the authorities most qualified to comment on this. What they wrote would help to determine the attitude which the Emperor and his officials would take towards the Gospel, and Christians, throughout the Empire - how they would treat Christians, and the spread of the Christian faith among their subjects. This was a critical event in the history of the Gospel and its product, the church.) 

26:1-3 AGRIPPA SAID.. You have permission TO SPEAK- Agrippa was willing to hear what Paul had to say about his beliefs and behaviour. He was to explain the situation from his point of view. So PAUL.. ANSWERED FOR HIMSELF/began his defence- This wasn’t a trial, but an opportunity to defend and explain his actions and motivation. 

I THINK MYSELF HAPPY/consider myself fortunate- Makarios- Blessed, and happy, 20:35; Lk 1:45; 6:20, 21, 22; 7:23, etc but here it has the secular sense of being fortunate. Paul appreciated the privilege of presenting the Gospel, and the case for the Gospel, to King Agrippa because he knew that – unlike Festus – Agrippa would know what Paul was talking about, and have an accurate understanding of the words spoken and situations spoken of. KING AGRIPPA to stand before you today.. ANSWER FOR MYSELF/make my defence against the accusations OF THE JEWS. and ESPECIALLY so BECAUSE I KNOW you are EXPERT/well acquainted with- Gnostes– From Ginosko– To know and have fellowship with. Gnostes is used of someone having expert knowledge. Agrippa was an expert in, had special expert knowledge of ALL the Jewish CUSTOMS AND QUESTIONS/controversies- The way Jews lived and the things they argued about. 

WHEREFORE/Therefore I BESEECH/beg you TO HEAR/listen to ME PATIENTLY- Agrippa’s knowledge of Jewish religious matters, and his interest in them requires Paul to give a rather long and detailed account that would do justice to the importance of these things. And also do justice to the important place King Agrippa held in the religious world. Long-suffering tolerance is necessary for anyone needing to make judgments, as in Mt 18:26; Lk 18:7; Rom 2:4; 9:22; 1 Tim 1:16; 1 Pet 3:20; 2 Pet 3:9, 15. 

26:4-6 The Jews all know MY MANNER OF LIFE the way I have lived since a child, from the beginning of my life in my OWN NATION/country- Ethnos- Race, tribe or nation. AT JERUSALEM- The emphasis on all the Jews knowing the nature of his early life and education suggests that much of it was spent in Jerusalem at the national centre of his people the Jews. WHICH KNEW/They have known- Proginosko- To know before. ME FROM THE BEGINNING/for a long time- They had known him all his life – long before they had started accusing him. and can TESTIFY IF THEY WOULD/are willing– All Paul’s life had been lived openly in the presence of other Jews, and every aspect of it could be confirmed to be as he was stating it. But his enemies weren’t honest enough to admit it because the facts supported what he was preaching, and they were determined to suppress the facts. 
THAT AFTER/according to THE STRAITEST/strictest SECT OF OUR RELIGION- Threskeia- The outward, visible actions of a religion. The things people do because of their religion. The way in which they worshipped – showed their love for their god, by the things they did to please him as part of the whole way they lived. The Pharisees concentrated on this, the outward forms of religion, but the only time it’s used of us Christians is Jas 1:27.

I LIVED AS A PHARISEE- I belonged to the group which took the Law most seriously and worked the hardest to obey it strictly, and enforce obedience on others. No-one could say that the Pharisee interpretation and use of the OT Law was in any sense disloyalty to the Jewish religion. Paul as a Pharisee converted to Christ remained a loyal Jew. His accusers ought to admit that before their clash with Paul he had always been an ideal Jew – an enthusiastic strict Pharisee Jew. His disagreement with them wasn’t a matter of his being by nature, upbringing, education, temperament, etc, a contrary-minded Jew. There was no natural explanation of how he came to be at odds with them now. God’s intervention was the only explanation. 

NOW I STAND AND AM JUDGED FOR/it is because of THE/my HOPE 
OF THE PROMISE MADE/in what GOD has promised UNTO OUR FATHERS- Paul looks up to the Jewish ancestors, to whom the promises were made, and to their God, not to the current leadership of the Jews. that I am on trial today- Paul says his loyalty to the hope proclaimed in the Jewish Scriptures, and accepted in varying degrees by all Jews, is the reason for his being there. It was because he took the OT promises of a Messiah seriously that he had become a Pharisee. And then it had made him a follower and preacher of Jesus of Nazareth, when it was demonstrated to him that Jesus had fulfilled God’s promises to Israel and risen. What the Jewish Rulers claimed to be a crime Paul had committed, was in fact his commitment to the central core of the Jewish religion – the promises that God would bless them as His people with His personal Redeemer, Deliverer and King, Messiah – promises made to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon. 

26:7-8 This is the promise OUR TWELVE TRIBES- The twelve-tribe unit of Israel, Mt 19:28; Lk 22:30; Rev 7:4-8; 21:12. are hoping to see fulfilled as they INSTANTLY SERVING/earnestly serve GOD NIGHT AND DAY- Cp 20:31; 27:23; Lk 1:74-75. Constant worshipping of God marks people out as being God’s people, and Christians are doing this in line with the Godly Jews of the past, such as Anna Lk 2:37. Cp Jn 4:21-24. HOPE TO COME- Cp Lk 2:36-38. Paul’s confidence that the life, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth had been fulfilments of God’s promises had transformed his life. This was the very same hope which other Jews shared, and the more seriously they took the promises and hope, the better Jews they were acknowledged to be. And yet Paul, an enthusiast for this hope whose life had been transformed by it, was being accused of being an apostate, an anti-God, anti-Jew, Jew. Luke states that it was the whole nation of Israel involved, as in 2:36; 3:20-26; 7:8; Lk 6:13; 8:1; 22:30. Cp Jas 1:1. The Jewish people as a whole were earnestly stretching out their hands towards the promised hope, Lk 2:36-38, and yet Paul was imprisoned and accused because he had been given by God the responsibility to proclaim the fulfilment of that hope in Christ Jesus. Clustered around the Temple, or scattered among the nations, the hope of a God-blessed future was a powerful element in maintaining the Jew’s faith in God, Moses, Law, and Temple. 
FOR WHICH HOPE’S SAKE/O king it is because of this hope, KING AGRIPPA I AM ACCUSED/that THE JEWS are accusing me- Paul is saying to King Agrippa in effect – Isn’t it strange, unreasonable, for Jews to object to my preaching the fulfilment of the hope of Israel, when in fact that hope is the very thing that has kept them continuing to be Jews against all pressure and persecution.

WHY SHOULD IT BE THOUGHT/any of you consider A THING/it INCREDIBLE WITH YOU THAT GOD SHOULD RAISE/raises THE DEAD- Paul has met Jesus Christ risen, and the life that he lives and the Gospel he preaches is based on the fact that Jesus is risen, 2:22-24; 10:37-43; 13:28-39; 26:13-18; 1 Cor 15, etc. As believing that God raised the dead was a normal part of being a Jew, why should any Jew refuse to believe that God had raised Jesus – and object to the Gospel based on His resurrection? As a Pharisee, Paul had regarded the fact that God would raise the dead at the last days as a matter of faith. Since the risen Christ had spoken to him from Glory he could witness personally to the fact that God had begun the process of raising the dead by raising the Messiah, Christ. And in Him, one day, all the just/justified would be raised, 1 Cor 15. How could Jews be so angry at the claim that Jesus had risen being demonstrated by miracles worked by Him, 3:1-4-3. As that was the attitude of the Chief Priests who accused Paul, 24:1-9; 25:1-7, they had no right to be accepted as leaders of the Jews.

26:9-11 I- Paul proceeded to tell the story of his conversion as evidence for the fact that God had raised Jesus Christ from the dead. THOUGHT/was convinced- He had thought this, but having seen and been spoken to by the risen Christ, it was no longer possible for him to have this attitude. His present beliefs and actions had grown from God’s checking his enthusiastic opposition to Christianity and Christ. 

THAT I OUGHT TO DO MANY THINGS/all that was possible CONTRARYTO/to oppose THE NAME- Cp 2:38; 3:6, 16; 4:10, 12; 5:41, etc. OF JESUS OF NAZARETH- Paul has spoken of his upbringing and beliefs, especially his belief in the coming of the Messiah, and God raising the dead. He now turns to describing his attitude towards Jesus of Nazareth and his followers. While he could see now that opposition to the idea that God had raised Jesus was absurd, Paul confesses that he himself had totally rejected and hated the idea. Paul had violently and wrongly opposed the Gospel witness that Jesus Christ had been raised that had been preached by Peter, 2:24, Stephen, 7:1-8:1, etc. So he will tell the story of how God had made him change his mind hoping that his witness will be used by God to win his hearers to faith in Christ. 

WHICH THING I ALSO/And that is just what I DID IN JERUSALEM on the AUTHORITY FROM/of THE CHIEF PRIESTS I put many of the saints into prison- Paul now realised that those he was persecuting were in fact saints of God. Cp 8:3; 22:4, 19. Paul’s rejection of the Messiahship of Jesus, and rejection of the news that He had risen, amounted to insane blindness. And that was still the attitude of the Chief Priests and the Sanhedrin, who had authorised all his Anti-Christ anti-Christian actions. They hated Paul and wished to get rid of him because he had been as they are, and had been miraculously converted, and was living evidence of the power of the risen Christ.
AND WHEN THEY WERE PUT TO DEATH I GAVE/cast MY VOTE AGAINST THEM- If we take these words literally they would mean that Paul was a member of the Sanhedrin as they were the only ones who had the responsibility of voting on such matters. But the Sanhedrin acted in mob rage, without any voting in the case of the only Christian whose martyrdom is recorded, Stephen. So, perhaps Paul is referring to his supporting those murderers by guarding their clothes, Cp 7:58: 8:1; 22:20. The words suggest that a number of Christians were put to death with Paul’s approval. The fact that Stephen is the only one in the record doesn’t prove that there were no others. But Paul may be recording his guilty attitude – the murderous anger of Mt 5:22. 

I PUNISHED/went from one SYNAGOGUE to another to have them punished, AND COMPELLED/I tried to make. - Imperfect tense so it means he was working at compelling, whether successful or not THEM BLASPHEME- It could hardly mean that all the Believers in Christ actually did blaspheme Christ. The probable meaning is that Paul’s purpose in persecuting Christians was to make them disown Christ, blaspheme him etc. If they refused to do this they would be beaten, imprisoned put to death, or driven into exile. This assumes that Christians continued to attend synagogues after conversion, witnessing and worshipping there until driven out. Cp 1 Cor 7:17-24, and 2 Cor 11:24 where Paul mentions he endured synagogue beatings. 

BEING EXCEEDINGLY MAD/In my obsession AGAINST THEM I PERSECUTED THEM/went to STRANGE/foreign CITIES to persecute them- Driving into exile those who refused to deny Christ didn’t satisfy Paul. He was so angry against Christ, the Gospel, and Christians that he was prepared to follow them and hound them even when they had fled outside the land of Israel. Cp 8:1-4; 11:19-21. (Festus questioned Paul’s sanity, but conversion had changed Paul’s raving persecuting anger to loving soberness and sanity, 26:24-25; 2 Tim 1:7.) Paul hadn’t had a “soft” attitude towards faith in Christ, he had been unreasonably violent in his hatred. He had worn himself out in efforts to abolish the honouring of the name of Christ. It had taken a miracle to turn him from such unreasoning continual hatred. 

26:12-18 Paul Tells of His Conversion

 (Paul’s overwhelming impression and memory was of Light – physical, of course, but beyond that supernatural, spiritual, moral light and enlightenment that changed his life and his life’s work totally. And also changed his eternal destiny. Before he met Jesus he had thought of God as the stern, demanding God of Pharisaic Judaism. And he had worked vigorously as His zealous slave at the task of converting people into submission to a mass of fussy detailed obediences to His Law, Mt 23:15. This had been replaced by a glorious vision of the saving love of God that was eager to reach out to all mankind and bless them with the gift of sonship-fellowship with Himself on the basis of the atoning death of God the Son on the Cross of Calvary.)

26:12-14 On one of those journeys AS I WENT/was going TO DAMASCUS WITH the AUTHORITY AND COMMISSION FROM/of THE CHIEF PRIESTS- While persecuting Christians. AT MIDDAY/About noon O KING.. I saw A BRIGHT LIGHT FROM HEAVEN, ABOVE THE BRIGHTNESS OF/brighter than THE SUN SHINING/blazing ROUND ABOUT/around me and my companions- 9:3 22:6. Cp the Light seen by the Shepherds, Lk 2:9, the Light promised to the Gentiles, Lk 2:32, and the light of personally knowing God that Paul spoke of to the Corinthians, 2 Cor 4:6.

WHEN WE WERE ALL FALLEN/fell TO THE EARTH/ground- 9:4 and 22:7, mention only Paul falling to the ground. The variations are what one could expect of genuine retelling and honest recording of it. Paul is the only figure of any importance - what his companions saw, heard, and did is of marginal interest only, except that they were witnesses that something drastic happened that left Paul dependent on them to lead him into Damascus. (Paul had been injuring himself kicking against God’s ox-goad, but in mercy to him God felled him to the ground, before commanding him to stand up and move forward in resurrection life in obedience to, and into fellowship with, Christ Himself.)

I HEARD A VOICE SPEAKING/saying UNTO/to ME.. IN THE HEBREW TONGUE/Aramaic- Perhaps explaining to Agrippa etc why the voice called him Saul, not as he was now known, Paul. SAUL, SAUL- Repetition of the name of the person makes the call emphatic, as in Gen 22:11; 46:2; 1 Sam 3:10. WHY PERSECUTEST THOU/do you persecute ME- Emphasising the identification of Christ with the Believers as in 9:4; 22:7, but this time adds the Lord’s comment on what was going on in Saul’s heart and mind while he was persecuting. IT IS HARD FOR THEE/you TO KICK AGAINST THE PRICKS/goads- A Greek proverb warning against useless resistance to authority. When the goad is jabbed into its leg to encourage it to move forward pulling a plough, wagon, etc the ox can hurt only itself by kicking against it. This proverb would make sense in any agricultural community. The Greeks used it to show the impossibility of successfully resisting the pressure a “god” exerted to drive one in a certain direction or into an action. It’s used here of God the Spirit stirring up Saul’s conscience - pushing him towards acknowledging Christ as Messiah, which he had been stubbornly resisting. Cp hardness of heart, Ex 6:9; Deu 31:27; 1 Sam 25:3. In Paul’s maddened persecution of Gospel preachers and believers he had been kicking against the goad of his own conscience, which the Holy Spirit had been “pricking.” He had been fighting against God Himself. Perhaps ever since seeing the loving, triumphant witness to Christ in the life and death of Stephen. It may be useful to compare this statement with what Paul said of his conscience before conversion, Rom 7:7-25.

26:15-18 Then I SAID/asked, WHO ART THOU/are you LORD- This is the basic core of the vision and it remains constant through all the accounts. HE SAID, I AM JESUS WHOM THOU PERSECUTEST/who you are persecuting the Lord replied- That the Gospel was true was made clear beyond doubt. Jesus had risen and ascended to Glory and from Glory/in Glory was speaking to Paul personally. And assuring him that the Christians he had been persecuting so cruelly were united to their Lord in Heaven – His sufferings and glory were theirs, their sufferings and glory were His.

BUT RISE/Now get up AND STAND on your FEET FOR I HAVE appeared- Optanomai - To have revealed visibly, as in Lk 1:11; 9:31; 21:27, etc. It’s used of experiencing something in Lk 3:6; 17:22. to you APPOINTED THEE/to appoint you FOR THIS PURPOSE- Cp 3:20; 22:14, and the call of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Jer 1:4-19; Ezek 2:1-6. TO MAKE THEE/you as A MINISTER/servant- Huperetes- Literally under-rower. (Not the more usual Diakonos- Household servant, or Doulos- Slave, bondservant.) A humble role – rowing a galley (large ship) was boring routine work allowing for no initiative, one simply obeyed orders, and yet the work was important. Huperetes- was used of a responsible servant acting on the orders of his Master as Paul said he and Apollos were, 1 Cor 4:1. Luke uses it in Lk 1:2 of those who passed on the Gospel as eyewitnesses and Huperetes of the Word of God . It’s used of the Chief Priest’s servants 5:22, 26; Mt 26:50; Mk 14:54, 56; Jn 7:32, 45, 46; 18:3, 12, 18, 22; 19:6. It’s used in more positive situations in 13:5; Mt 5:25; Lk 4:20; Jn 18:36.

AND A WITNESS- Pau1 is given the high honour of standing as an Apostle-witness alongside the 12 Apostles, the 123 witnesses etc, 1:8: 22; 2:32; 10:39, 41. BOTH OF THESE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST/of what you have  SEEN of me- Eido- To see and understand. Paul was to speak as a witness telling what he had seen, heard and understood in this present revelation. AND OF THOSE THNGS IN THE WHICH/what I WILL APPEAR UNTO THEE/show- Optanomai you- The revelation you have had now and the revelations I will give you in the future. In the first place the Lord is promising further visions of Himself, as in 18:9; 22:17-21; 23:11, and probably those in which the Lord was less directly involved, 16:9; 27:23-26; 2 Cor 12:1. 

    What the Lord wanted Paul to retell of the Damascus experience isn’t limited to the physical facts. It teaches that the Lord fellowships with His servants in all their experiences here and now on earth. Cp Mt 10:40; 26:34-45. And beyond that the Lord is surely referring to the Gospel He revealed to Paul, Gal 1:15-17, and commanding Paul to preach it. The Lord had promised to reveal truth, Jn 16:12-15, and it was to Paul that “mysteries” – things previously unknown – concerning the Lord’s purposes for His people the church were revealed, Rom 11:25; 16:25-26; 1 Cor 2:7-10; 4:1; 15:51-55; Eph 1:9-10; 3:1-12; 5:31-32; 6:19; Col 1:24-28; 2:2-3; 4:3. This is a brief summary of the call and commission for all the work Paul did as recorded in 14:27; 15:12. And the teachings that came through him in Paul’s Epistles.

DELIVERING THEE/I shall rescue you FROM THE/your own PEOPLE- The people of Israel, 5:8-23, etc. AND FROM THE GENTILES, UNTO WHOM I SHALL SEND THEE/I am sending you- Cp 9:15 and the call of OT preachers in Jer 1:7-8; Ezek 2:3. The witness Paul was to make wouldn’t always be welcomed, so from the first the Lord had assured Paul that He would rescue him when that was needed. Cp 18:9-10; 22:18-21; Gal 1:1, 15-16.

TO OPEN THEIR EYES- Causing them to see. AND TO TURN THEM FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT- To turn them round from looking into darkness, from the hopelessness of being unable to see any good or sure future - to looking into light, being able to see and look forward to good and sure blessings ahead. This change is promised through God’s Servant, Messiah-Christ in Isa 42:7, 16. Cp Eph 5:8; Col 1:12-13; 1 Th 5:4-7 1 Pet 2:9. When men’s eyes are opened, by hearing the Gospel and by the work of the Spirit in their hearts, it is natural for them to turn from darkness to light, from Satan to God. Paul’s physical experience at conversion – realising his blindness and having his eyes opened physically – was associated with the opening of his eyes spiritually, his repenting and living a life transformed by fellowship with the risen Lord as he obeyed the Lord’s commands. It’s when people turn away from what they know of the Lord they lapse into spiritual senselessness which leaves them blinded and in the dark. For Light and Darkness see Rom 2:19; 2 Cor 4:6; 6:14; Eph 5:8-14; 1 Th 5:4-8; 1 Pet 2:9; 1 Jn 1:4-8. Paul is called to spread the Gospel that meets universal needs – everywhere men need light to dispel the darkness of uncertainty about truth, about right and wrong, and about what is profitable and unprofitable. Christ the Light can dispel psychological, moral, and spiritual darkness and that is needed or else as people outgrow childish illusions they grow into adult disillusionment, or escapist delusions. So surely every Government should allow the Gospel to be preached.

AND FROM THE POWER OF SATAN- Col 1:12-13. The clash between Peter, or Paul preaching the Gospel in the power of the Spirit and Satan’s agents involved in magic etc is seen in 8:11, 20-23; 13:10; 19:13-19. Humans didn’t invent sin, or twist our natures to desire and choose evil. There are rulers and powers of darkness, Eph 6:12; Col 2:15, and at the head of that kingdom is the person of Satan. Of course God is God over all, and all power is held in the hands of the risen Christ, Mt 28:18-20; Col 1:9-19; 2:9-19, etc. But to allow room and time for grace to show what the God of Love can do, the world is being allowed to continue as it is, 2 Pet 3:9. The only refuge for people is to trust ourselves to God the Son, our Saviour, and be guided by the Holy Spirit, in fellowship with the people of God, Rom 8:1-16, etc. Those who are willing to sow to the spirit and not to the flesh will find the fruit of the Spirit springing up in their lives and displacing the works of the flesh, Gal 5:13-26; 6:7-10 . Cp Rom 13:12; 2 Cor 4:3-6; Eph 5:8-14; Col 1:13; 1 Th 5:5. God in the Gospel offers and grants, Relief from darkness, Release from the power of Satan, Remission of sins. Restoration of our lost inheritance. 

UNTO/to GOD- 1 Th 1:9-10; Heb 6:1; 1 Pet 2:10. Luke isn’t describing a series of events that happen one after the other, he is presenting a series of vivid images of what is involved in conversion to Christ. Cp Isa 42:7, 16; Eph 6:12; Col 1:12-14; Jas 1:17; 1 Jn 4:4. So.. RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF SINS- Forgiveness of sins, 2:38; 5:31; 10:43, 13:38; Lk 1:77; 3:3; 5:20-21, 24; 7:47-49; 11:4; 17:3-4; 24:47. 

AN INHERITANCE/place- 1:17, 26; 7:5; 8:21. The inheritance is linked with the sanctification rather than with the forgiveness, 20:32; 1 Th 2:12; 1 Pet 5:10. Cp LXX Deu 33:3-4. The inheritance is in Christ, and is received by those who put their faith in Christ and therefore are in Him, and it includes aspects of their life in this world and in the world to come – co-heirs with Him in suffering and Glory, Rom 8:17, etc.

AMONG THEM/those WHICH/who ARE SANCTIFIED BY FAITH IN– Eis- Into ME- It isn’t the Christian and Christ as separate units, and the Christian having faith (in whatever quantity) in Christ. The repentant sinner who trusts himself to Christ is moved INTO Christ, and all the good things of Salvation he receives are received IN Christ. We’re made holy by faith, Rom 15:16; 1 Cor 1:2; Col 1:12. Turning to Christ in faith produces all the listed transformations. 

    Conversion is more than repentance and forgiveness of sins. In repenting we sinners hand ourselves over to God, and so our sins are dealt with on the basis of Calvary. By our being born of the Spirit we become children of God and joint-heirs with Christ. We are relieved from the crippling distress of sin and guilt, to walk in the light, 1 Jn 1:5-9. The new life granted us in Christ, by His indwelling Spirit, enables us to step forward confidently into worthwhile living, that keeps Christ in Glory before our eyes, Heb 12:2. And this generates peace and joy in us until the day when we will receive it in fullness, 1 Jn 3:1-3; Jude 24. This produces a new life-style that puts us at odds with the Satan-organised world and his followers, and that will mean that we will suffer in some ways, sometimes. Rom 8:17. Cp 13:24; 20:32; Lk 3:8; Col 1:12. 

26:19-21 WHEREUPON O/So then KING AGRIPPA I WAS NOT DISOBEDIENT to THE HEAVENLY VISION from heaven- Cp Rom 1:16; 1 Cor 15:10; 2 Cor 11:23-28; Gal 1:15-16. His response contrasted with the disobedient Jews, 14:2; 19:9. BUT SHOWED FIRST to those in DAMASCUS- He had gone to Damascus in pursuit of the followers of Jesus Christ, been converted by the Lord appearing to him from Glory, and at once joined the Christians at Damascus in witnessing to the other Jews there, 9:20-25. He had later returned to witness to unbelieving Jews in synagogues at JERUSALEM- 9:26-30. JUDEA- presumably in village synagogues on his way to Jerusalem. (There were no church buildings for him to come to and preach in. All the Christians kept clear of Paul, until Barnabas persuaded a few at Jerusalem to meet him, so he was generally unknown to the churches of Judea, Gal 1:22 at this stage.) In line with 1:8, God Himself had then sent Paul to witness to the GENTILES- 22:18-21. (The Church agreed to this, 9:30, but this didn’t need to be mentioned here. Cp Paul’s summaries in Rom 15:19; Gal 1:17-18. 

I preached- To Christ-rejecting Jews, not to Christians in churches, Gal 1:22. THAT THEY SHOULD REPENT- 2:38; 5:31; 8:22; 11:18; 13:40-; 19:4; 20:21. AND TURN TO GOD- 9:35; 11:21; 14:15; 15:19. prove their REPENTANCE by their deeds- Repent, turn, live appropriately – walk with God, having turned to Him. Any good Jew would preach that to the heathen. Paul preached it to disobedient Jews, as John Baptist had, Lk 3:8. For Paul it was the Risen Christ and His Gospel that was the distinctive feature, but it was still basically what any Pharisee would preach apart from that. Repentance is shown to be real by the life that follows it, Eph 2:10; Titus 2:14; 3:8. Cp 2 Cor 13:5-7; Gal 5:22-25; Jas 2:12-20; 1 Jn 3:1-19, etc. 

That is why THE JEWS CAUGHT/seized ME IN THE TEMPLE courts and tried TO KILL ME- They tried to kill him because he had preached in this way, not because he had defiled the Temple, etc, Cp 21:28; 24:5-6, 11-12, 18. The Jews had accused him of turning against the Jewish faith. Paul assured Agrippa the truth was the opposite of that - he was leading Jews into experiencing a higher level of Jewishness – the fulfilment of Messianic promises, and welcoming Gentiles to join them in this. 

26:22-23 HAVING.. HELP FROM GOD/I have had God’s help– Epikouria- A word used in medical texts and in military texts of help provided for armies. Paul isn’t self-motivated, self-directed, and self-empowered. He is obeying God, motivated by the fact that God called him to the work, and empowered by God as he functions under the authority of His Lord. Cp 1:8; Mt 28:18-20. CONTINUE to THIS very DAY, WITNESSING/I.. stand here and testify- Preaching this truth, as he had done by God’s help ever since then. TO SMALL AND GREAT alike- That is, to everybody, all sorts of people wherever he went. With God’s help Paul had witnessed to the way his fiery dedication to Phariseeism and persecution of Christ’s followers had been changed to his continual proclamation of the Gospel of God’s grace, as a result of Christ revealing Himself to him. 

I am SAYING NONE OTHER THINGS THAN THOSE/nothing beyond what THE PROPHETS AND MOSES said WOULD happen- What Paul preached was the same thing that Moses and the prophets promised would happen. All through Acts we are reminded that everything proclaimed in the Gospel is a proclamation that the OT promises have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ, Crucified, Risen, Ascended, and the Holy Spirit sent down by Father and Son to empower and guide the work of God on earth. 2:1-4, 16-18; 3:18, 24; 10:43; 13:15, 27, 40; 15:15; 24:14. The Gospel is the logical and necessary fulfilment of the OT Scriptures, Law and Prophets, Rom 1:2; 16:26; 1 Cor 15:3-58. (The Gospel also proclaims the long promised NEW Covenant between God and His people which operated on a spiritual basis inside man, working out in his life. Not on the basis of the OLD Covenant of external Law to which man must try to bring his life and his actions into submission, Jer 31:31-34.) 

THAT THE CHRIST SHOULD/would SUFFER- Pathetos- Capable of suffering, subject to suffering. This suggests that Paul is saying that the idea of a suffering Messiah is implied in the OT, rather than stated clearly. Cp Lk 24:19-27. AND BE THE FIRST to RISE FROM THE DEAD- There is very little evidence of Jews being interested in the thought that Messiah would suffer, as the promises that Messiah would be a triumphant deliverer of Israel from her enemies naturally had a much greater appeal. (Although some of the writing of the Qmran community do have a Messianic figure suffering) As we look back AFTER the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus we can see it plainly in Ps 22; Isa 52-53; Zech 12:10, etc. The Lord told the disciples that He must suffer, die and rise again, but they did not grasp the truth until after the Resurrection, Mk 8:31-32, etc. Cp 17:3. Jesus Christ is the firstfruits of those rising to die no more, 1 Cor 15:20; Col 1:18. 

SHOW/proclaim LIGHT to his own PEOPLE AND TO THE GENTILES- Isa 9:2. Christ is the light, as in 13:47; Isa 49:6; 53:1-12; 60:19-20; Lk 2:32; Rom 1:16 etc.

26:24-26 At this point FESTUS SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE/interrupted.. You are BESIDE THYSELF/out of your mind PAUL he shouted, MUCH/your great LEARNING is driving you MAD/insane
- See Mk 3:21; Jn 10:20; 1 Cor 14:23. You’re out of your mind because you have studied so much! As a Gentile, ignorant of the OT, Festus could make little sense of Paul’s earnest proclamation of the Gospel as fulfilling the OT promises. He interrupted with a loud shout at the absurdity of Paul’s claims that a King should triumph through death and rising from the dead, etc. Festus is suggesting that by immersing his mind in these religious writings Paul has lost touch with reality. This may not have been meant to be insulting – Plato had said that without mania no man could be a poet. But religious enthusiasm was unworthy of serious consideration from the point of view of a sober Roman mind.

26:25-27 I AM NOT MAD/insane, MOST NOBLE/excellent FESTUS.. I am saying WORDS OF TRUTH/is true AND SOBERNESS/reasonable- Sober is the opposite of Mania – What I have said is true, and I am speaking as a person complete sane. Paul insists that what he is saying is true to the facts, corresponds with the evidence, and that he is expressing them in a sound-minded way, in due proportion and appropriately. 

THE KING KNOWETH/is familiar with THESE THINGS, and I can SPEAK FREELY to him FOR I AM PERSUADED/convinced THAT NONE OF THESE THINGS ARE HIDDEN FROM HIM/this has escaped his notice- Men like Festus think that to get excited about any spiritual or religious matters is insane, and Paul had been talking about things that made no sense to him. But Paul was confident that what he had said had made enough sense to Agrippa, an expert in the Jewish religion, for him to challenge the king to take up the promised blessings blessed by committing himself to the One who fulfilled what the prophets had promised.
Because it WAS NOT DONE IN A CORNER- They didn’t happen out of sight in some hidden place. The Gospel proclaims and is based on well-witnessed physical events that happened openly in a setting of witnesses capable of making an intelligent assessment of them. They were not mystical interpretations of events among primitive superstitious people incapable of assessing them rationally. The OT promises were read and studied and believed by thousands of Jews. The crucifixion of Christ had been a public display involving a Roman Governor and Roman soldiers, the Chief Priests and Sanhedrin of the Jews, and thousands of Jewish people. The empty tomb was well known, as were the events of Pentecost and miracles associated with Christ such as that in Acts 3. Agrippa had been at the court of Emperor Claudius until A.D. 50, but he had acted there on behalf of the Jews by supporting petitions which they made to the Emperor and it could be expected that he had been informed of the circumstances of the Crucifixion, Pentecost and the interaction between the Apostles and Christians, and the Priests and Sanhedrin. 

KING AGRIPPA Do you believe THE PROPHETS? I know you believe- The question put Agrippa in an awkward position. If he said “Yes” he knew Paul would then ask him to agree that Christ had in fact fulfilled the promises made by and through the prophets, and to do so would require him to hand over his life to the Lord. If he said “No” he would be in trouble with devout Jews to whom the promises made to the prophets were very dear. And there is some evidence that Agrippa did take the Jewish faith seriously. Taking an intellectual interest in Jewish religion and exercising functions within it was socially acceptable. But to take a public stand in support of it, and make a life transforming confession of faith – belief and commitment - was quite another matter. It still is.

26:28-29 AGRIPPA SAID to PAUL, ALMOST/in a short time- Oligos- Little, few – time, words, persuaded, etc.
 THOU PERSUADEST/you can persuade ME TO BE A CHRISTIAN- Literally to make (or act as) a Christian. In the LXX 1 Ki 21:7 similar words are used to mean to act as a king. Agrippa realised that in the short time he had granted Paul to speak Paul was doing his best to persuade him to become a Christian. Agrippa’s answer is unclear - he was avoiding answering an awkward question. Agrippa may have been admitting that Paul’s sermon made sense to him, and he could see that what Paul said might be true, and that perhaps he should accept it and accept Christ –as KJV. It’s more likely that Agrippa was brushing the Gospel aside with the comment that surely Paul didn’t expect him to allow his life and position to be overthrown by a brief statement of the Christian Gospel such as he had just received from Paul. Or simply “In brief Paul, in explaining your beliefs and actions you’re aiming to win me over so I become a Christian!” Agrippa realised that if he said he believed what the prophets said that would mean that he believed that Messiah must come. And that implied that he must seriously consider Paul’s claim that Jesus has fulfilled those prophecies - and that was close to accepting the Christian Gospel. He was quite polite and tolerant, but remained unwilling to make more than a non-committal reply. 

PAUL replied.. BOTH ALMOST/short time- En Oligos- In little AND ALTOGETHER- En Polus- Much, many [RT]. /or long time- En Megas- Great, much. [Nes]. En Oligos never seems elsewhere to mean Almost It usually means, in a little time, in a few words, with a little trouble/effort, or perhaps, in part. Whatever it means Paul is echoing Agrippa’s words. WOULD TO/pray GOD THAT.. ALL THAT HEAR/who are listening to ME THIS DAY/today SUCH AS/may become what I AM- Whether Agrippa was sneering or sincere Paul replies with earnest sincerity. The greatest good for anyone is that they should become children of God and followers, servants of Jesus Christ. That this should happen is Paul’s earnest desire, thought and motive for all that he does. EXCEPT for THESE BONDS/chains- God’s servants should be willing to be persecuted and die so that people may hear the Gospel and be saved, but we must not put chains on anyone, or persecute anyone. 

26:30-32 THE KING.. AND THE GOVERNOR.. WHEN THEY WERE GONE ASIDE/left the room..
 THEY TALKED.. SAYING/they said THIS MAN is not doing anything WORTHY OF/that deserves DEATH OR BONDS/imprisonment- They agreed that Paul’s beliefs, and actions, and the Gospel he preached were not breaking Roman Law, and that releasing Paul would have been appropriate. But that isn’t to say that political expediency wouldn’t have prevented Festus from releasing him without humouring the Jews by letting them try his case in Jerusalem. 

AGRIPPA said.. THIS MAN MIGHT/could HAVE BEEN SET AT LIBERTY/free, IF HE HAD NOT APPEALED UNTO/to CAESAR- As with the Lord, Lk 23:4, 14-15, 22, Paul is three times said not to be worthy of death – not guilty of any crime against Roman Law, 23:29; 25:10, 18, 25; 26:32. This is agreed upon by all three - Agrippa, Bernice and Festus - and their supporting officials. Whether or not it was legally possible to release Paul isn’t the question, and Festus as a sensible man wouldn’t have risked offending the Emperor by doing that. Agrippa had now put him into the position of being able to send a mild, rational account of the situation. And his asking Rome to give the verdict could be seen as a wise move to defuse the explosive situation between Governor and Jews, that was such a painful annoyance to Rome.

27:1-44 Paul Sent by Ship for Rome, Reaches Malta

(This is a vivid adventure story told with a sound knowledge of the realities of such voyages at the time so that Believers find it convincingly true. Similar true-to-life incidents are featured in other real and fictional stories of the times. Luke makes it clear that he was with Paul by constantly using “we” for events in which he was involved, “he” for those which concerned Paul, and “they” for those in which Paul’s party weren’t involved, as in 27:13. 

Luke chose to include in the record events that show Paul to be a level-headed man as a result of his fellowship with God, and so stands out as the hero, the man of God. This isn’t surprising as for the history of the church Paul is the important man, and the crew survive because he must stand trial before Caesar. (Of course a biographer of Julius or of the ship’s captain would have chosen to record a different selection of events.) But if Luke had been writing fiction he wouldn’t have had Paul, as an experienced traveller, warning that sailing from Fair Havens would mean the loss of lives, 27:10. And his statement being contradicted by God who  told him that the ship and cargo, would be lost but no lives, 27:24-26. Paul, the man of God, isn’t a wonder worker who can control the forces of nature, but is a man of steadfast faith determined to do the will of God, including witnessing in Rome 23:11. And as a result of that faith he takes all possible steps to make that happen, 27:10; 31, 33-38.

Paul stands out as a positive contrast to Jonah the OT “Apostle to the Gentiles.” And the Gospel is a contrast to the mission of condemnation natural to the Law, that gave only grudging acceptance to repentant Gentiles. The NT man of God is a spiritual man fitted by the Gospel to behave better in the ordinary world, than the men of the world in their natural sphere. It was God’s will that Paul reach Rome, but he did so by God acting through the normal functioning of life – the ship faced the normal hazards including a normal winter storm and decisions were made in the normal way. This is a reminder that God’s purposes for His Church, and its Missionary endeavour are accomplished within a world in which natural forces – storm and sunshine, political, social, economic, religious etc – continue to function as they always have in a fallen world. God keeps His children and His servants, and enables them to walk with Him and accomplish His work IN the world, not by taking them out of it, Jn 17:15. God the Creator is the Master of the forces of the natural world, Ps 148:8, but they do His bidding by continuing to function in a predictable manner according to the laws God has created - not in an artificial way that makes life comfortable and solves all problems for God’s servants. Godly missionaries may die of malaria or drown, but many more would do so if they didn’t seek, find, and use God’s wisdom, including the wisdom God has given to scientists godly or ungodly as a result of their researches. A satellite map of the Eastern Mediterranean and a modern weather report would have kept this ship safe – and a modern Paul would have used them. But God still overruled for good, all things, Rom 8:28, and Paul used his common sense knowledge throughout the experience, as in 27:31, and God used that to fulfil His purposes. 

The forces of nature are powerful and dangerous, but can be mastered to be used in the service of mankind. God intended that man should master, care for, and use Creation Gen 1:26-28, and treat it with respect. Sinful man will misuse all the forces of nature to do harm to himself and to other men, but it’s folly to lament the progress of inventions. Electricity must be treated with respect, but we can make good use of it. Modern communications can rapidly corrupt the minds of mankind, but we honour God by using them to spread the Gospel in as many ways as are possible and appropriate – trusting God the Holy Spirit to bless the Gospel message in whatever form we make it available. And we have the guarantee that no forces of nature, or evil Satanic powers can ever separate us from the love of God, or God’s transformation of us into the image of His Son, Rom 8:28-39. 

Farmers provide food by sowing seed, etc although they know drought, pests, etc may wipe out the crop. Great risks were taken by Wycliffe and Tyndale in translating the Scriptures into English, by the Reformation preachers Luther, Zwingli, etc, and by pioneer missionaries, and they were used by God to accomplish His purposes. But they avoided foolish risks - as Paul advised against the foolish risk to the ship, and to 276 lives by trying to reach a more comfortable harbour, 27:10. And see also,27:31, 34. He didn’t say “I’m being sent by God and He says I’ll get to Rome, so exercise faith, we’re sure to get there.“ But, If, like Paul, we belong to God and serve Him, 27:23, we have the right to expect that He will provide for us and guide us, so that we will be able to do His will. The power of faith over despair is also seen as Paul encouraged everyone to eat, and so keep their strength up to handle the ship, and then to get ashore on the pieces of wreck, etc. 
)

27:1-12 Paul is Put on a Ship to Go to Rome

 (Later in the Roman Empire there was a branch of the Roman Army which specialised in supervising the corn trade, keeping the Emperor informed about the situation in the provinces, escorting prisoners to Rome, etc. But there is no evidence of such existing at this stage of Roman history, or we might think of Julius belonging to it.) 

27:1-3 WHEN IT WAS DETERMINED/decided- What had been decided in 25:12, was put into action, and a group of prisoners were committed to a centurion with a number of his men as guards. WE- Luke indicates he is travelling with Paul. SAIL INTO/for ITALY PAUL AND some OTHER- Heteros– Others who were different. A different class of prisoner from Paul; who was a Roman citizen who had been granted the privilege of having his case heard before the Emperor of Rome. were handed over to a centurion NAMED JULIUS A CENTURION OF AUGUSTUS’ BAND/the Imperial Regiment- This title was frequently given to auxiliary troops under Roman officers. There is evidence for a Roman army cohort of that name in Syria in the 1st century.

We boarded A SHIP from ADRAMITTIUM- A port near Troas, 16:8. TO SAIL BY/for ports along THE COASTS/coast OF ASIA- The province of Asia. They were put on a ship that would work its way northward by sailing mainly one day at a time along the coast, as in 20:13-16; 21:1-3. Large grain ships sailed regularly from Alexandria to Rome via ports like Myra at this stage of the year to get a safe distance north of Africa not to be driven on to its shores by the Northerly winds. (They would be unlikely to call at Caesarea.) 
ARISTARCHUS A MACEDONIAN OF/from THESSALONICA- Presumably the man mentioned in 19:29; 20:4 (Thessalonica being the capital city of Macedonia) Col 4:10; Phm 24. Some have suggested that he went with Paul only as far as Myra and then took news of him to Macedonia, but an Aristarchus was with Paul in prison when Philemon was written. 

AT SIDON- Evangelised, 11:19; 15:3. JULIUS COURTEOUSLY ENTREATED/in kindness to PAUL AND GAVE HIM LIBERTY/allowed him TO GO to HIS FRIENDS TO REFRESH HIMSELF/so they might provide for his needs- Epimeleia - Kind attention, hospitality. So his friends could give him what he needed. This may include clothing or extra food for the voyage if provisions from Caesarea were inadequate. Or simply allowed him the refreshment of having shore-leave. A form of Epimeleia is used in Lk 10:34-35 of the care given by the Good Samaritan. 

27:4-8 .. we put out to sea and passed to the lee of CYPRUS.. WINDS CONTRARY- Enantios- Contrary, unsuitable as in Mt 14:24, etc. Passing over hilly country breaks up the flow of the wind so it would be less violent than on the open sea, wind direction would vary more, and the different rates of heating and cool of land and sea might set up a variation. For some of these reasons the boat sailed along close to the shore of Cyprus. WHEN WE HAD SAILED OVER/across THE open SEA- The sea off the southern coast of what is now Turkey. WE CAME TO/landed at MYRA– A port near Patara, 21:1. 

THERE THE CENTURION FOUND an Alexandrian SHIP SAILING to ITALY, AND PUT US on board- Many ships loaded with grain from Egypt sailed to Rome each year. But because of the prevailing winds at this time of the year the safest and best way was to sail North from Alexandria to Myra, and then West to reach Rome’s port of Puteoli. To avoid food shortages Claudius had guaranteed insurance cover and a special bonus for ship owners who delivered grain from Egypt to Rome during the dangerous winter months. This grain ship was large enough to carry 276 people. Suetonius describes one such ship as being 45 metres long, 13.5m wide, and 13.05m deep. Officials travelled on them including Titus (who became Emperor) returning from Jerusalem to Rome. 

WE SAILED SLOWLY/made slow headway MANY DAYS.. had difficulty arriving off CNIDUS- The most South East point of Asia Minor, near the island of Rhodes. It’s mentioned in Greek literature as being on the route taken by Grain ships travelling from Alexandria to Rome. When THE WIND did not allow us to hold our course WE SAILED UNDER/to the lee of CRETE, OVER AGAINST/opposite SALMONE- The North West tip of Crete. They needed to sail West to Italy, but the wind at that season generally blew from the North-West so they could go only slowly in the direction they wanted to go. The grain ships were sturdy and seaworthy, but could move only slowly when having to steer across the line of the wind. The winter North West winds were already blowing strongly so it was safer to travel south of Crete, hugging the coast for fear of being driven onto the coast of Libya. 

We moved along the coast with difficulty.. to FAIR HAVENS- Or Safe Harbour. Beyond Fair Havens the coast turned northwards which would expose them to the full force of the North West wind, so they needed to wait for a more favourable wind. near THE CITY OF LASEA.

27:9-12 MUCH TIME WAS SPENT/had been lost- Many days passed waiting for better conditions for sailing in the direction they needed to go. SAILING WAS NOW/had already become DANGEROUS- Secular writings say that for safety reasons few ships went to sea after the middle of September, and after 11th November all ships had to wait in port until the winter storms were past. BECAUSE by now it was after THE FAST- That is the strictest fast of the Day of Atonement, Lev 23:27-32, that came some time in September or October. Some commentators think this was A.D. 59 when it was Oct 5. They would have to spend the winter in a sheltered port, and they needed to decide whether to stay, or how much further they might be able to go safely 

PAUL ADMONISHED/warned THEM- Paul was a privileged prisoner, and an experienced traveller who was willing to speak his mind, and so contributed to the discussion. I PERCEIVE/can see our VOYAGE WILL/is going to BE WITH HURT/disastrous- Hubris- Pride, arrogant presumption that often led to disaster. Paul is saying that a decision to travel further to get a more comfortable port to winter in was a wilful action that would lead to disaster. MUCH DAMAGE/bring great loss.. to SHIP and cargo, BUT/and to our own LIVES also- It’s so late in the year that it’s dangerous to sail on until the stormy season is past. If we try to sail further the ship will be wrecked, the cargo lost and lives will be lost too. 

But THE CENTURION- As representing the Roman army and Government he made the decision. BELIEVED THE MASTER/pilot- Kubernetes- The Captain or Pilot. The man responsible for everything to do with the sailing of the ship. OWNER OF THE SHIP- It was usual for the owner or his representative to sail with a large ship like this, so he could make decisions concerning safety and profitability. MORE THAN/instead of listening to PAUL- That these two professionals agreed that it was best to sail on to Phoenix as soon as possible naturally carried the most weight with the Centurion who was responsible for the troops and prisoners.

BECAUSE/Since THE HAVEN/harbour WAS NOT COMMODIOUS/unsuitable- Aneuthetos. The word is used only here in the NT but Euthetos,- Fit, suitable, is used in Lk 9:62; 14:35; Heb 6:7. TO WINTER IN- This bay is sheltered by small islands but isn’t good for wintering in as it is exposed to winds from several directions. And the town may have been too small to be comfortable winter quarters for the crew, etc. THE MORE PART/majority ADVISED/decided that we should sail on- Most of the knowledgeable and responsible people decided, or simply the crew, soldiers etc were pleased when the decision to sail on was made. 
IF BY ANY MEANS THEY MIGHT/hoping to reach PHENICE/Phoenix- Probably today known as Phineka. This was a harbour OF/in CRETE facing both SOUTH WEST AND NORTH WEST- The normal meaning in secular writings and in the LXX would be that the harbour faced, was open to, winds coming from these directions. This would fit Phineka, but it is no longer suitable for sheltering ships, as since a great earthquake in the 6th century A.D. the sheltered harbours have become sandy beaches. So some say the words mean facing the direction the winds are blowing towards. This would fit the harbour of Lutro on the other side of Cape Mouros which is today the most sheltered harbour in the area. Winter accommodation for the crew could have been found at Anapolis a few miles inland from Phenika and Loutro. 

27:13-26 The Storm

 (Sea travel is mentioned only briefly in the OT, Ps 107:23-30; Isa 42:10; Jonah 1:3-2:10, as Jews did little sea travel, and feared the sea as violent and dangerous. Phoenicians and Greeks used the sea as traders and for making new settlements. The Romans had taken over the settlements and encouraged trade and were well aware of the dangers of the sea, and the triumph of weathering them successfully. So there were many stories of storms and heroic survival. What Luke writes of the voyage, storm, places and events show that he is writing accurate history.)

27:13-17 WHEN THE/a gentle SOUTH WIND BLEW SOFTLY/began to blow, they thought they HAD OBTAINED THEIR PURPOSE/what they wanted, so weighed anchor and SAILED CLOSE TO/along the shore of CRETE- If this wind continued for long enough they could sail along the coast of Crete, safely close to the shore until they reached the harbour of Phoenix. The voyage seemed as good as completed before it had begun. 

Before LONG THERE AROSE AGAINST IT A TEMPESTUOUS WIND of hurricane force- Tuphonikos (Typhoon in English) Not a steady, strong wind, which a ship might adjust to, but a very strong wind coming in gusts, from varying directions, making it very damaging and dangerous. (A few miles from where I write a strong wind last week switched direction sharply like this in 90 seconds and smashed a wind- turbine.) CALLED EUROCLYDON/the Northeaster- Euroquilo- Eurus was the SE wind, Aquilo the North wind, so E.N.E. perhaps. The name must have been local as its not used elsewhere. Cp the storm, Mk 4:37; Lk 8:23. 

WHEN THE SHIP WAS CAUGHT by the storm, AND COULD NOT BEAR UP/head INTO THE WIND, WE gave way to it and LET HER DRIVE/were driven along- The wind was so strong and gusty that the sailors couldn’t use the wind to sail where they wanted to go, or back to Fair Havens, so had to let it blow them along with it.

RUNNING UNDER/As we passed to the lee of a small ISLAND CALLED CLAUDIA/Cauda- Now called Gaudos. It’s about 25 miles from Crete. WE- It sounds as if Luke was one of those who helped to do this. HAD MUCH WORK/were hardly able to make THE BOAT/lifeboat- The small boat used for going on shore, or for escaping if the ship was sinking. They had been towing it behind the ship, and now the wind might smash it against the ship. secure- The wind change had been so sudden that they had been unable to haul the lifeboat on board and tie it down on the deck until they were sheltered by sailing downwind from the island of Cauda.

THEY USED HELPS, UNDERGIRDING/passed ropes under THE SHIP to hold it together- Modern ships are built with strong steel frames. Even the biggest ships in NT times were made almost entirely of wood, and the wooden framework was held together by wooden pins, with perhaps some iron or bronze bolts. The rounded shape of the ship’s hull gave it strength – as a wooden barrel is strong as long as the wooden staves are held tightly together. To keep the wooden beams and planks of the ship from becoming loose and leaking badly or falling apart in the storm the sailors passed strong ropes around the ship and knotted them on deck. Ropes tighten when wet, so unless the ropes broke they would hold the ship strong and firm to stand the strain of the crashing waves, and stormy wind.

FEARING.. FALL INTO/run aground on THE QUICKSANDS/sandbars of the Syrtis- Shallow water and shifting underwater sand banks stretch out to sea for a long distance along the Libyan coast of North Africa. If a ship was driven on to them it would be wrecked far from the shore, with no hope of the crew getting ashore safely. 

STRAKE/lowered the SAIL/sea anchor- Skeuos- A vessel, or container of various kinds, as in 9:15; 10:11, etc. A sail is a “vessel” to be filled with wind to drive a ship along. Lowering it would stop the ship from being blown along so fast. But Skeuos was also used of a sea anchor, a “vessel” made of spars and sailcloth lowered into the water and towed behind the ship to slow it down and keep it steady. It’s not clear which is meant here. The slower the ship sailed the more chance there would be that the wind would have changed direction, or dropped to a safe level before the ship got driven down to North Africa. AND SO WERE/let the ship be DRIVEN along– but more slowly.

27:18-20 BEING EXCEEDINLY TOSSED WITH A TEMPEST/took such a violent battering from the storm.. LIGHTENED THE SHIP/began to throw the cargo overboard- The storm would loosen the ship’s planking and let water in. Unless it was made lighter it would keep sinking lower and more waves would break over it so they began to throw out part of the cargo of wheat, As the profit of the voyage depended on getting the wheat to Rome this shows they realised that their situation was desperate, and they were willing to sacrifice profit in order to increase the chances of survival.

On THE THIRD DAY.. CAST OUT/threw THE TACKLING/ship’s tackle overboard- The exact meaning of the technical word for the gear thrown overboard isn’t known but it must have been spare gear of some kind that wasn’t needed later for them to put out four anchors and to raise the sail, 27:29, 40. with their own hands- In addition to the gear already washed overboard by the waves. 

WHEN NEITHER SUN NOR STARS appeared for MANY DAYS, AND the storm continued raging- The storm was bad enough, but without being able to see the sun and stars they had no way of working out where they were, or in what direction they ought to try to go, as all navigation depended on sun and stars. 

ALL HOPE THAT WE SHOULD BE/of being SAVED WAS THEN TAKEN AWAY/given up- Imperfect tense suggests an ongoing process of a seriously worsening situation The storm kept them frightened and miserable, and not being able to see sun or stars was like being blind. They felt they were helpless at the mercy of the storm being driven along until it sank them, or crashed them against some rocky shore. Bodily weakness through not being able to have ordinary meals would add to their misery. All hope was now disappearing – they had done all they could already, and they were still helpless - being constantly battered by the wind and waves. 

27:21-26 BUT AFTER A LONG ABSTINENCE/the men had gone a long time without food- Their frantic efforts to keep the ship afloat, and the endless tossing of the ship had made it impossible to cook food. Seasickness, exhaustion and general despair, had taken away their desire for food, so they had stayed hungry and miserable getting weaker and feeling more hopeless day by day.

PAUL STOOD up IN THE MIDST/before THEM, AND SAID SIRS/Men, YOU SHOULD HAVE HEARKENED UNTO ME/taken my advice- Luke shows Paul to be a normal human in his saying he wasn’t to blame. It was true that if they had taken Paul’s advice they wouldn’t have been in such a miserable state. Being told “I told you say” when things have gone wrong isn’t welcomed, but at least it would help them to take seriously what Paul was now saying. And his message was cheering, good news. 

But NOW I EXHORT/urge YOU TO BE OF GOOD CHEER/keep up your courage.. NO LOSS OF ANY MAN’S LIFE/not one will be lost, BUT THE SHIP will be destroyed- These men who had resigned themselves to death by drowning, 27:20, would be pleased to hear what Paul had to say – and be more ready to exert themselves to make it happen. Paul was just as helpless in the face of the storm as the others, but he had a resource the pagans knew nothing of – a God to whom he prayed constantly and also served, knowing that he was part of God’s wise purposes of grace. In this he contrasts with Jonah who had to be stirred up to pray, Jonah 1:5, but Jonah had no reason for confidence as he was fleeing from doing God’s will. 

Last NIGHT THE/an ANGEL OF the GOD, WHOSE I AM, AND WHOM I SERVE- The Greek is clumsy, but a strong expression of Paul’s devotion to God and commitment to His service. The idea that God’s people belong to God is given clearly in the OT, Ex 4:22-23, etc. stood beside me- God’s messenger had stood by Paul, so what Paul had to say would strengthen any inclination towards faith in God, Christ, and the Gospel in the hearts of the hearers. Paul would have already witnessed that he was being sent for trial to Rome because he belonged to God and worked for him, and the oddity of this would mean it would have been discussed widely, And it would make sense that his God should speak to him, rather than to the Centurion or the Ship’s captain, etc. With all of us, the witness of our life to our trust in God and the Gospel strengthens anything we have to say in speaking for God. 

SAYING/said FEAR/Do NOT be afraid- Or, stop being afraid. There’s no need for you to be afraid, PAUL, You MUST- Dei- It’s necessary, essential for God’s purposes so it must happen, 23:21. BE BROUGHT/stand trial BEFORE CAESAR, AND GOD has graciously GIVEN- Charizomai- To give in grace- Charis. Because of His kindness or because God is kind, and gives graciously. Because God is good He has done you a kindness by sparing your lives from death in the shipwreck. you the lives of ALL who SAIL WITH you- Paul’s standing trial in Rome and witnessing there was God’s purpose and decree, and no storm, or foolish decision by the ship’s captain, owner, and the centurion could frustrate that, 23:11. But God would require them to act appropriately – eat food, sailors must remain with the ship, etc.

BE OF GOOD CHEER/So keep up your courage, men- Take heart, be men, take up your responsibilities and carry them out knowing that your efforts aren’t hopeless – I’m confident in God doing what He says. Faith that God will keep His promises is never fatalistic. FOR I BELIEVE/have faith- Pisteuo (As Pisteuo- Faith, trust, is based on Peitho- To persuade, it implies that from his experience of God over past years he is “persuaded,” quite confident, that God always does what He says He will do. He always keeps His promises.) in GOD, THAT IT SHALL/will happen BE EVEN/just AS IT WAS/he TOLD Me- I trust in God that He will do just what He has promised. see Cp Lk 1:45; 2:20. This “Good News” isn’t a Gospel sermon in the normal, spiritual sense, but when it was fulfilled it would strengthen their faith in what Paul said of God’s Gospel promises, and warnings of Judgment. When the south wind blew softly those on the ship felt no need of Paul or his God, as they thought they were getting what they wanted. It’s when the storms of life descend upon people that they suddenly become aware of their frailty and need, and may be ready to listen to God’s servants like Paul, and ready to make a response to the good news they bring from God. Nevertheless WE MUST- Dei as in 27:24. BE CAST UPON/run aground on A CERTAIN/some ISLAND. God’s purposes cover the small details of life as well as the great ones.

27:27-44 The Shipwreck

 (Like other historical accounts this is written to cover the facts, in such a way as to make sense as part of the whole history, and add meaning to the whole. Paul as he is close to death at various stages, confident that he will witness to the Emperor and his officials, 27:23-25, trusts himself into God’s hands, without giving up his responsibility to do all he can to make the foretold things happen. In this he sets a good example of what trusting and obeying the Lord means.)

27:27-29 On THE FOURTEENTH NIGHT.. AS WE WERE DRIVEN UP AND DOWN/still being driven across the Adriatic Sea- When this was written the Sea of Adria meant the sea from Greece and Crete to Sicily, Italy and North Africa not just what today is called the Adriatic sea. A ship being blown about helplessly in such a storm could cover the distance from Crete to Malta in two weeks. THE SAILORS sensed they were approaching land- Literally the sailors thought land was coming near them. They may have heard something of the sound of waves breaking on a headland near St Paul’s bay. 

THEY took soundings, AND FOUND IT TWENTY FATHOMS/the water was a hundred and twenty feet deep- They dropped overboard a heavy weight tied to a strong cord, and measured how many fathoms of line were needed before the weight hit the seabed. (A fathom is the length of line between the outstretched right and left hand - 6 ft/2m.) took soundings AGAIN AND FOUND IT FIFTEEN FATHOMS/was ninety feet deep/ THEN FEARING.. WE SHOULD be dashed against ROCKS, THEY CAST/dropped FOUR ANCHORS- As the water was become more shallow they must be getting near to the shore. They were afraid that the wind would blow the ship on to the rocks soon while it was too dark to see what was happening, so they dropped four anchors down to stop the ship. The water was now shallow enough for anchors fastened to 90ft long ropes to reach the seabed. AND WISHED/prayed FOR THE DAY/daylight–They prayed that the daylight would come soon, as when the daylight came they would be able to see something of the land ahead and know what to do. 

OUT OF/from THE STERN- It was usual to throw out anchors from the bow so that the anchored ship faced into the wind. But as they were being driven along by the wind behind them it was wiser to throw anchors from the stern. Throwing anchors from the bow would result in the ship being turned broadside to the wind before it would face into the wind, and being broadside on to wind and wave might capsize it.

27:30-34 In an attempt to escape.. the sailors LET DOWN THE BOAT/lifeboat- The sailors knew they would have a better chance of getting safely ashore if they were rowing the small boat which could be steered right up on to a beach. They could row along the coast until one came in sight. So they pretended they were going to lower some anchors from the bow.

PAUL SAID TO THE CENTURION Unless these men stay with the ship you CANNOT BE SAVED- As the ship was already safely held by the anchors from the back of the ship there was no need for an anchor from the front of the ship. Paul guessed their purpose. God had promised everyone would get safely ashore, but if that was to happen Paul said they would need the skilled sailors to handle the boat. Paul’s advice was sound, and it was acted on promptly, but not intelligently! 

So THE SOLDIERS CUT OFF THE ROPES that held the lifeboat so it dropped into the water with no-one in it, and drifted away. This made the sailors stay on the ship and they would have to sail it to where everyone could be saved in order to be saved themselves. This panic action by the soldiers meant no sailors could escape, but left everyone without a boat for ferrying people from ship to shore. 

The second thing God required of them to fulfil His promise of safe landing was that everyone have a good meal to strengthen them for the task ahead. Just before dawn, PAUL urged THEM ALL TO eat SAYING, For the last fourteen days you have been in constant suspense.. you haven’t eaten anything. Now I urge YOU TO TAKE SOME food, FOR THIS IS FOR YOUR HEALTH/you need it to survive- Soteria- Salvation in the physical sense, as in 27:31. Your lives depend on it. FOR NOT a single HAIR FALL- An OT saying meaning that no harm will come to you. You’ll get ashore safe and sound. Cp 1 Sam 14:45; 2 Sam 14:11; 1 Ki 1:52; Mt 10:30; Lk 12:7; 21:18. 

27:35-38 After he had said this, HE TOOK some BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS TO GOD IN THE PRESENCE/front OF THEM ALL- He publicly honoured God, who had promised that they would come ashore safely. Such prayer and cheerful testimony to the Lord under trying circumstances may be a more effective witness than formal sermons as it’s the witness to Christ of a life lived in obedient fellowship with God. Then he broke it and BEGAN TO EAT- Paul followed Jewish custom in which the head of the house thanked God for the food, and asked Him to bless it and the eaters, and broke a loaf of bread, eating some and sharing it with the others. This would encourage the others to eat. The words remind us of what Luke wrote in Lk 6:4; 9:16-17; 22:19; 24:30. 

They were all encouraged, and ate some food- Or they were encouraged and all of them began to eat some food, as Paul was doing. All together there were 276 of us on board- This isn’t an unreasonably large number for the large grain ships of that time. Josephus claimed that there were 600 on board the ship that was carrying him to Rome, and when it sank 80 of them survived after swimming all night, and were picked up by a ship sailing from Cyrene. 

WHEN THEY HAD EATEN ENOUGH/as much as they wanted THEY LIGHTENED THE SHIP by throwing grain INTO THE SEA- Earlier they had thrown out enough of the ship’s cargo of wheat, 27:18, to save the ship from sinking so low in the water that the waves broke over it. Now they threw the rest of the wheat out as they had given up hope of being able to land the wheat anywhere, and the higher the ship was floating in the water the closer it could get to the shore before it ran aground. 

27:39-41 When daylight came, THEY KNEW/did NOT recognise THE LAND- There was no way of knowing how far they had been blown and in what direction during this long storm at sea. By this time their one desire would be to get safely to land – all the countries around that sea belonged to the Roman Empire.

They saw a CREEK/bay with a sandy beach- The description fits what is now called St Paul’s Bay. INTO WHICH/where THEY WERE MINDED/decided, IF POSSIBLE, to run THE SHIP aground if they could- If they had retained the small boat they might have tried to anchor again and ferry men to the shore, and hope to repair the ship and renew the voyage. But the small boat was gone, the ship may have been so badly damaged it was beyond repairing, and they may well have been so sick of all the distress, they had an overwhelming desire to get out of it and safely ashore. Paul had already said the ship and the cargo would be lost, and by now they had good reason to accept that Paul knew what he was talking about. 

WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN UP/Cutting loose THE ANCHORS They cut the anchor ropes so that the ship was free to move on. LOOSED/untied the ropes that held THE RUDDER BANDS/rudders- They untied the rudder-steering oars so that they could steer the ship. They had left the ship to be blown along by the wind and waves and tied the steering oars to the ship’s deck so that they wouldn’t be broken off by the waves. Now they untied them and let them down into the water so they could be used to steer the ship ashore at the most hopeful place. 

HOISTED UP THE MAINSAIL/foresail TO THE WIND.. MADE TOWARDS/for the beach- Raising the foresail would let the wind drive the ship forward faster, and so enable the sailors to steer it in the desired direction. AND FALLING INTO A PLACE WHERE TWO SEAS MET THEY RAN/But THE SHIP struck a sandbar and ran AGROUND- Literally a place between two seas. Sand bars form where two currents meet - waves reflected from one side of a bay meet waves reflected from the other side, or at a river mouth where the river flow meets the sea.

THE FOREPART/bow STUCK FAST, AND would not move- As they were sailing towards the shore the forepart of the ship would be the first to run aground. THE HINDERPART/stern WAS BROKEN to pieces by THE VIOLENCE OF THE WAVES/pounding of the surf- The waves bashing into the stern of the ship would try to push it forward, and not being able to do so their force would begin to break up the back of the ship.

27:42-44 THE SOLDIERS planned TO KILL THE PRISONERS, to prevent.. escaping- Under Roman Law the soldiers who allowed prisoners to escape could be liable to take the punishment which was due to the prisoners, 12:19; 16:27. The sailors had for selfish reasons tried to frustrate God’s plan that Paul and the others would arrive safely, 27:30. Now the soldiers for equally selfish reasons would have frustrated God’s plans. BUT THE CENTURION wanted to SAVE/spare Paul’s life, and KEPT THEM FROM THEIR PURPOSE/carrying out their plan- The centurion stopped the soldiers from killing the prisoners. From the first the centurion had treated Paul with consideration, and respect, 27:3. By commanding them not to kill the prisoners he would himself be taking responsibility if a court-martial was held.

He COMMANDED/ordered those who COULD SWIM to jump overboard FIRST INTO THE SEA AND GET TO LAND- The Centurion was now in charge of the whole company as the Captain and owner had no ship. His soldiers would be expected to be the first to obey his orders, and would be ready to round up prisoners if any tried to escape. 

As the ship was breaking up, and pieces of timber being washed ashore it would make good sense for non-swimmers to grab pieces and jump into the sea to be swept ashore with the timber. THE REST were to get there ON BOARDS/planks- Flat pieces of wood a man could lie on, and paddle it to the shore. or ON BROKEN PIECES OF THE SHIP- Men could hold on to these more awkward bits broken off the ship and be washed ashore with them. In both cases those on the beach could wade out and grab the timber and help haul it in through the breakers. AND SO THEY ESCAPED ALL SAFE TO LAND/In this way everyone reached land safely.
28:1-10 On Malta

 (Luke mentions the kindness of these non-Christian foreigners, and that, like other superstitious people, they were too quick to think that bad things happening to someone must mean they are especially wicked and yet quick to swing to the other extreme. Paul as an obedient servant of God continued to be helpful to others, and Julius would be able to hand him over to the Chief of Prisons in Rome with the kind of report that would make home detention reasonable.) 

28:1-2 WHEN THEY WERE ESCAPED/Once safely ashore THEY KNEW/we found out THE ISLAND WAS MELITA/Malta- Malta is 58 miles south of Sicily, and it was often included in the Roman Province of Sicily. Some Mss have Melida and some commentators have suggested it was an island off the coast of Croatia, as today the sea there is called the Adriatic, but that doesn’t fit in with 28:11-13. 

THE BARBAROUS PEOPLE/islanders- Barbaros- The word means that they didn’t speak Greek, so weren’t considered quite civilised. The word is used in Rom 1:14; 1 Cor 14:11; Col 3:11. The Maltese were descended from the Phoenicians, and spoke a Phoenician dialect. Inscriptions have been found in that language, Greek or Latin. The upper class people would speak Greek and Latin, but the kind of people who would dash down in wet weather to a shipwreck to scavenge for treasure, or rescue sailors, wouldn’t be upper class. SHOWED US unusual KINDNESS- Phileo- Friendly brotherly kindness. As they were under Roman rule they would know they must show respect to a Centurion, and soldiers, but they were more hospitable than the Law and duty to Rome required.

FOR THEY KINDLED/built A FIRE- People who got thoroughly wet in the sea, standing around in rain, with a sea breeze blowing would welcome a fire. AND RECEIVED/welcomed US EVERY ONE/all BECAUSE it was raining, and COLD- They would have seen the ship coming ashore, and rushed down to collect valuable things washed ashore, and to give help to the survivors. 

28:3-6 PAUL GATHERED A BUNDLE OF STICKS/pile of brushwood, AND LAID THEM/put it ON THE FIRE- He was a practical man, always willing to work to meet the needs of others, 18:3; 20:34; 1 Cor 4:12; 1 Th 2:9; 2 Th 3:7-8, as the Lord commanded us, Lk 22:24-27. A VIPER driven OUT by THE HEAT FASTENED itself ON HIS HAND- It would have been sheltering, torpid in the wood, and when the sticks were thrown in the fire awoke and bit Paul’s hand. Those who childishly play at finding fault with Scripture point out that there are no vipers on Malta today. But as it’s a small island with a large population it’s not surprising that they have been killed off. 

WHEN THE BARBARIANS/islanders SAW.. THEY SAID.. THIS MAN IS/must be A MURDERER.. HE ESCAPED FROM THE SEA, YET VENGEANCE/Justice- In their religion “Justice” was a goddess, daughter of Zeus who made a point of punishing evil doers. SUFFERETH/has NOT allowed him TO LIVE- The goddess of Justice has sent the snake to kill him. Superstitious people are like that. If someone suffers a disaster or sudden loss they assume that they must have offended God – or a god - in some way even though they are known to have lived good lives. Cp Job 4:7; 11:6, etc. God at times does bring specific punishment for specific sins, but if so He makes it clear that He is doing that. There is a sense in which it is true that everyone reaps what they sow, Gal 6:7-8; Jas 1:14-15, and sin and folly can bring disaster on people and their families. But it’s totally wrong for us to make judgments about others when they suffer, as Job’s friends learned, Job 42:7. Scripture states that in general God does good to everyone, deserving or not, Mt 5:45; Jas 1:17. And Scripture also states that good, Godly people may suffer suddenly and severely, Ecc 9:11.

But HE/Paul.. FELT NO HARM/suffered no ill effects- This may not have been a miracle as vipers don’t always have poison in their poison gland, but it certainly was a case of God preserving Paul as He had promised, 27:24. Cp Ps 91:13; Mk 16:18. The people expected him to swell up- Pimpremi- The Greek word for inflammation and swelling. fall over dead.. seeing NO HARM COME/nothing unusual happen TO HIM THEY CHANGED THEIR MINDS.. SAID HE WAS A GOD- Their first explanation had proved wrong – Paul hadn’t taken ill and died. So they decided that he must be in some sense a “god” exempt from the sickness and death a normal human being would suffer after having been bitten by a viper. Cp the reverse change of attitude at Lystra in 14:11-19.

28:7-10 There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius THE CHIEF MAN/official- Protos- First man. OF THE ISLAND- Luke always gets titles right, and this title has been found on an inscription on the island, but it isn’t clear whether it was used of a local man, or an appointed Roman official.
 WHOSE NAME WAS PUBLIUS- He was a wealthy landowner, and he provided accommodation until arrangements could be made for the rest of the winter. 

WHO RECEIVED/welcomed US to his home AND LODGED US/for THREE DAYS COURTEOUSLY entertained us hospitably- It’s not clear who is meant by “us.” Certainly Paul, Luke, etc, but the centurion or some soldiers would have been with them as Paul was an official prisoner. It’s unlikely that the hospitality would extend to all the sailors, prisoners, and soldiers. 

THE FATHER OF PUBLIUS was suffering from FEVER- Plural - Fevers, so probably intermittent fever, attacks of fever. AND A BLOODY FLUX/dysentery- Dusenteria. This sounds like what today is called Maltese fever. It’s caused by a microbe in the milk of the local goats and is a serious dysentery known only on Malta. PAUL.. PRAYED/after prayer That Paul prayed, asking God to heal the sick man made it clear that he himself didn’t have power to heal – he wasn’t a “god,” 28:8. LAID/placed HIS HANDS ON HIM AND HEALED HIM- Iaomai. The kindness of Publius to God’s servants was rewarded. This isn’t described as a miracle in the sense of the lame man in the Temple, 3:6-7, or at Lystra, 14:9-10. It seems more like exercising the gift of Healing, 1 Cor 12:9, 30, or the praying and anointing of Jas 5:14-16. Cp 16:23; Lk 4:30; 10:30; 13:13. 

SO.. OTHERS WHICH HAD DISEASES/the rest of the sick- echo astheneia- Had weakness, ill health. CAME AND WERE HEALED/cured- Therapeuo- In English, Therapy.
 The tenses of the verbs suggest that the sick people came at different times during the three months of Paul’s stay in Malta.

WHO ALSO/They HONOURED- Time- To honour, show appreciation, which may include providing for monetary or other needs. Or for the price of something. The word is used in 4:34; 5:2-3; 7:16; 19:19; Rom 13:7; 1 Cor 6:20; 12:23-24; 1 Tim 1:17, 5:7. WHEN WE DEPARTED/were ready to sail, THEY furnished US WITH SUCH THINGS AS WERE NECESSARY/with the supplies that were needed- People showed their appreciation of the benefits received from Paul and his party by making sure that they had whatever they needed for the next stage of the journey. In primitive communities those healed in Mission hospitals often bring gifts of food, etc. (Presumably the islanders would also have honoured them by listening to their witnessing to Christ and proclaiming the Gospel, but no mention is made of converts. ) 

28:11-31 Paul Travels from Malta to Rome

(We read of Brother Christians coming to welcome Paul, 28:15-16, but there is no further mention of them. As Paul had to stay in his house chained to a soldier he wasn’t free to go to any church meeting. But Christians or enquirers were free to come to see him, 28:30, and no doubt they did. As a result of his presence God’s work was furthered, although some Christians, like those in 15:1, were hostile to Paul and the Gospel, Phil 1:12-18. Paul had planned and prayed to get to Rome, 19:21; Rom 1:10, and the Lord had assured him he would get there and witness to the Emperor, 23:11; 27:23-24. Luke, guided by the Holy Spirit, sees no need to tell us the details of how things worked out. The encouragement Paul received from meeting Roman Believers, 28:16, is sufficient to assure us that his heart’s desire, Rom 1:10, was to be fulfilled. All that was required to complete this record of the early history of the church was to record Paul’s interaction with the Synagogue leaders at Rome, and this confirms the pattern already seen in 13:14-47. The future of the Lord's work on earth would be centred on the non-Jewish nations of the world, rather than on the Jews.)

28:11-13 AFTER THREE MONTHS WE DEPARTED/put out to sea IN A SHIP OF ALEXANDRIA WHICH/that HAD WINTERED IN THE ISLE/island- This grain ship had been unable to reach Rome before the winter storms, but had found safe harbour in Malta, probably at Valetta. Sailing would commence in Spring when the West winds began to blow. Grain ships were eager to get the bonus paid them for arriving early, and then sail back promptly to Alexandria to be ready for an early start for their next sailing. As he was on Government business the centurion would have had the right to be given transport for himself, prisoners and guards. 

WHOSE SIGN WAS/with the figurehead of the twin gods CASTOR AND POLLUX- In Greek mythology they were sons of Zeus, and the patrons of sailors and shipping. As sailors prayed to them for protection from storms etc it would be natural for ships to be dedicated to them, and have a carving of them for the figurehead at the prow of the ship. The wording is unusual, and that may indicate Luke’s disapproval of idolatry and superstitions that believed Castor and Pollux could bring “good luck.” We put in AT SYRACUSE- The chief city of Sicily had two good harbours. stayed THERE THREE DAYS- They may have had to wait for a suitable wind. FROM THENCE/there WE FETCHED A COMPASS/set sail- The wording suggests that it was skilled sailing under difficult conditions that got them across to RHEGIUM on the “toe” of Italy. The next DAY THE SOUTH WIND BLEW/came up- This would make it safe, easy sailing up the coast to PUTEOLI on the Bay of Naples. Puteoli had become the chief port of Italy when the river Tiber silted up Rome’s old port at Ostia. Claudius had recently built a new port for Rome at Portus, Ostia. Puteoli was about 130 miles/208 km from Rome, but there were good roads between them so passengers, and much cargo continued to be landed at Puteoli.

28:14-15 There WE FOUND BRETHREN/brothers- Fellow Jews in 2:29; 13:26, but generally fellow-Christians as in 1:16; 6:3; 9:17, 30; 10:23; 11:1; 12:17; 15:1, 32; 16:40. There was a Jewish colony in Puteoli by 4. BC so it isn’t surprising that at such a large seaport there were also Christians. AND WERE DESIRED/who invited us to spend a week with them SO WE WENT TOWARD/to ROME- We’re not told why Julius agreed to Paul, his friends and his guard staying with Christians. Julius may have been delayed by duties or ill-health. The ship may have been waiting for favourable weather, or to unload some of its grain, and Julius may have acted as at Sidon, 27:3. Then the ship continuing to be delayed Julius may have decided the party would travel by land to Rome. Luke speaks as if with only 130 miles to travel protected by Roman guards they were as good as “in Rome.” Or else adds an explanation of what happened before they got to Rome - saying “We walked from Puteoli, and met Believers on the way there.” 

WHEN THE BRETHREN/brothers there had heard that we were coming- The seven day wait at Puteoli would have allowed time for a message to be sent from the Christians at Puteoli to the Christians at Rome, and for a prompt response to get these Brothers as far as this down the road to meet Paul. THEY CAME TO MEET US/travelled AS FAR AS APPII FORUM/Forum of Appius- 43 miles from Rome. The ancient milestone is still standing there. AND THE THREE TAVERNS- Taberna- A shop or tavern. This village was 33 miles from Rome. Some people wonder why there were two groups, and suggest Jewish and Gentile Believers came in separate groups. But the two groups may have represented different congregations as the city was so huge. Or they might have left at different times, or one group may have been made up of the best walkers, or those most eager to meet Paul. 

to meet us- Apantesis. The word is used in the NT only of the bridesmaid meeting the bridegroom, Mt 25:1, 6, and us living saints meeting the Lord in the air; 1 Th 4:17. This suggests that they were eager to meet Paul, just as he was eager to meet them, Rom 1:7-11. Luke tells us nothing more of the Church at Rome and Paul’s dealings with them, and some have wondered why. But this verse assures us of Paul’s joy in meeting them, in fulfilment of his hopes. From Phil 1:12-18, we know of his continuing joy in them, although, as in 15:1, 5, some opposed him, and the Law-free Gospel he preached. 

WHOM WHEN/At the sight of them PAUL SAW, HE THANKED GOD, AND TOOK COURAGE/was encouraged- In writing his epistle to the Roman Christians Paul made it clear that they were already firmly established in Christ, and he was looking forward to mutual encouragement when he reached them, Rom 1:8-11. Here we have the first instalment of that mutual encouragement. This gives a brief summary of Paul’s spirituality and his humanity – he had poured out encouragement to others in the face of their fears and danger, and gave thanks to God, 27:21-25, 35. Yet felt the need of encouragement, and received it from physically meeting Christians. 

28:16 WHEN WE CAME/got TO ROME, (THE CENTURION DELIVERED THE PRISONERS TO THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD [RT] KJV This isn’t in the old Uncial Mss, but is in the Western and Antiochan text. Nothing in it is out of step with the rest of the verse which is in all texts, so there is no reason to consider the statement here isn’t true.

BUT PAUL WAS SUFFERED/allowed TO DWELL/live BY HIMSELF WITH A SOLDIER THAT KEPT/to guard HIM- This makes it clear that Paul was still a prisoner awaiting trial, but not regarded as dangerous, or likely to escape, so was permitted to live outside prison, guarded by a Roman soldier who was probably chained to him, Eph 6:20; Phil 1:13-14, 17; Col 4:3, 18; Phm 10, 13. (Two or three soldiers taking alternate shifts of guard duty.) A sort of house arrest, that meant Paul was under supervision, and available for questioning by the authorities, if and when called on. Paul is received not as a criminal, but as a man whose status – and that of the community of Christians associated with him – needs to be clarified by the Emperor and his court advisers. 

This ends the “We” section. Once Paul was settled in Rome Luke may have been sent on a mission by Paul.

28:17-31 Paul in Rome – Meets & Preaches to Jews

 (Paul had spoken to the Christian elders at Ephesus of their responsibility to guard their congregation from error. Paul respected the responsibility of the Synagogue Rulers to do the same for their congregations. But he wanted them to know the truth so he asked them to meet him and he explained that the accusations made against him by the Jewish Rulers at Jerusalem were false. The Roman authorities in Judea had agreed that he was innocent. He had needed to appeal to have his case tried by Caesar, but he wouldn’t be asking the Emperor to punish any Jews. 

If the “Riots about Chrestus” that caused Claudius to expel the Jews from Rome, 18:2, were riots of Jews against Christians as in 13:50; 14:19; 17:5-9; etc these Jewish leaders may have been quite concerned that if Nero acquitted Paul he might ask for penalties against non-Christian Jews. They considered it wise to claim that they knew nothing about the Sanhedrin’s case against Paul, and to claim that they knew about Christians as a vague rumour only. 

Paul wanted to give them an accurate declaration of the Gospel, and its relationship to the OT promises and hope. As always, he gave the Gospel to the Jews first, but he also announced God’s rejection of those who reject the Gospel. And he spoke of the Gentiles receiving it and the blessings it brings. This section completes Luke’s record of the fulfilment of the program the Lord gave in 1:8. Luke has followed it through in 8:1-14; 9:15; 11:19-26; 19:21; 23:11; 27:24.)

28:17-20 AFTER THREE DAYS later PAUL/he CALLED THE CHIEF/leaders- Literally the first of the Jews as in 25:2; Lk 19:47. The Rulers and senior elders of synagogues in Rome. (11 synagogues are known by name as being in Rome, but some may have been from a later time.) OF THE JEWS TOGETHER.. HE SAID to them- As ever, Paul followed his rule To the Jew first, Rom 1:16. BRETHREN/My brothers Fellow-Jews, sharing the same physical and spiritual ancestry, and so in a sense at least potentially people of God in a way Gentiles weren’t. 

I HAVE COMMITTED NOTHING AGAINST our PEOPLE OR the CUSTOMS OF OUR FATHERS/ancestors- Paul wanted them to know that he had preached Christ and the Gospel, and lived accordingly, because he knew them to be the fulfilment of the promises God had given in the OT. Therefore he had not violated or spoken against the customs by which the Jewish people lived. Cp 22:1; 23:6; 24:14-16; 26:4-8. This was of course a matter of how the OT was to be interpreted. The Sadducees and Pharisees had argued about this constantly, but now they had united to try to stamp out the Christian Gospel, and its claim to be the true fulfilment of the OT promises.

YET I was arrested in JERUSALEM and handed over to THE ROMANS WHO.. EXAMINED ME, WOULD HAVE/wanted to LET ME GO/release me, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO CAUSE OF DEATH IN ME/I was not guilty of any crime deserving death- The Roman authorities to whom he had been handed over, questioned him and those who had accused him, and found that he had broken no law and so didn’t need to be punished or killed. Cp 23:29; 24:26; 25:6-12, 18-19, 27; 26:2-32.

BUT WHEN THE JEWS SPOKE AGAINST IT/objected, I WAS CONSTRAINED/compelled TO APPEAL UNTO CAESAR, NOT THAT I have any charge to bring against MY NATION/own people
- The Jewish Rulers had objected to Paul being released, so he had had to appeal to be tried by Caesar, at Rome. But this didn’t mean he had come to Rome intending to say anything nasty about the Jewish Rulers, or try to get them punished. He wanted freedom to preach the Gospel, and for Jews to become Christians, and Christians to be counted as having the right to meet and worship under Roman Law as they were a/the true form of the OT Jewish religion.

FOR THIS reason- Because of all that happened I CALLED FOR/asked to see you and talk WITH YOU- Being chained meant he couldn’t come and speak in their synagogues, but he wished to give them an explanation of the Gospel, and of why he had been sent to Rome. It is because of THE HOPE OF ISRAEL- There were several strands to this hope. As a nation they looked forward to the coming of Messiah and the promises of peace, prosperity and glory to Israel. As individuals they believed they would be raised from the dead and needed to obey God’s commandments so as to be ready to face God in Judgment. It was because of this “hope” that the Jews had stayed distinct from other nations. that I AM BOUND WITH THIS CHAIN- Cp 21:33; 23:29; 24:27; 26:29, 31; 28:16. Paul was saying he had this chain on him because he believed and preached the fulfilment of the OT Messianic prophecies that all good Jews expected God to fulfil, Heb 11:35-40. This hope was fulfilled in the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah after He had died as the Lamb of God for the sins of His people, 23:6; 24:15; 26:6-7; Isa 53:1-2. When Paul stood before Nero he would have to defend himself against Jewish claims that he was an apostate Jew, and that he should be condemned for preaching a new illegal religion. Whereas Paul was in fact accused and imprisoned because he was more loyal than the Jewish rulers were, to the Jewish religion, its Scriptures, and the hope that those Scriptures had generated in Jews, and which had kept them loyal to God and distinct from the Gentiles for centuries. 

28:21-22 THEY replied we have not RECEIVED any LETTERS from JUDEA CONCERNING you- They said they had not had any written instructions from the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem, none OF THE BRETHREN/brothers who has come from there has reported- They had not had any unofficial news from visiting Jews saying anything bad about you- This sounds odd. There was a constant flow of Jews from Rome going to Jerusalem for the feasts, 2:10, and on returning, would have brought news of what had happened. Surely the Sanhedrin would have written to warn Jews against listening to Paul and his teachings. They had appealed to the Emperor with accusations against Governor Felix. Surely they would have appealed to Jews at Rome to support their case against Paul? Some have suggested that their letters hadn’t arrived yet, but 2 years had passed. They wouldn’t have dropped their case against Paul as to do that would risk severe penalties for having troubled the Emperor needlessly.

    The most likely explanation was that while the Jewish leaders at Rome might agree with the Sanhedrin, the situation looked quite different in Rome, under the Emperor’s immediate supervision. They would know that if Paul won the Emperor’s approval, those who opposed him might face disaster. They would prefer to tell a polite lie “We know nothing,” and in fact mean “We won’t risk our own necks by taking sides in the matter.”

WE DESIRE/want TO HEAR your views are.. WE KNOW THAT people EVERYWHERE are talking AGAINST this sect- Hairesis- Chosen opinion, sect, 24:5. The word is the usual one for any recognised group within Judaism – Pharisee, Sadducee, etc, 5:17; 15:5; 24:5, 14; 26:5. These Jews seem to accept Christianity as a sect within Judaism, and therefore able to operate within the Roman Law as a form of the permitted “Religion of the Jews” with its own Synagogue congregations, etc. But it was an odd “sect” in that it was open to Gentile membership, without the Gentiles becoming Jews by circumcision and Law-keeping. For this reason, and because of its views about Jesus, Jewish leadership generally objected to it, resisted and rejected it, 2:22-24; 5:27-28. But these agreed to give Paul the chance to explain what he was teaching, and how it related to the OT. The position of Jews at Rome was precarious, and it would be safer to leave the validity of the Gospel as acceptable to Jews as an open question, until they saw which way the Emperor decided.
 

28:23-24 WHEN THEY HAD APPOINTED/arranged to meet Paul on a certain day.. CAME.. HIS LODGING/where he was staying- Paul was under house arrest, confined to his house. He was host and they were his guests, so as they chose to come, he wouldn’t be involved in riots etc, and his soldier guard would always be present.

From morning till evening- Emphatic – a full day devoted to this. HE EXPOUNDED/explained- Ektithemi– To set out. AND TESTIFIED/declared- Diamarturomai– To witness thoroughly. From Martus- A witness. OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD- He carefully set out the truths of the Gospel, and gave his witness to what God had revealed to him, 26:16; Gal 1:11-12. As in 28:31 this meant setting out the Gospel offer of Salvation as growing out of and fulfilling the OT promises of the coming of Messiah and His kingdom. Throughout Luke’s writings preaching was concerned with the kingdom of God, 1:3; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8-9; 20:25, following on from Lk 6:20; 7:28; 8:1; 9:11; 10:9-11; 11:20; 12:31-32; 16:16; 17:20-21; 18:29; 19:11; 21:31; 22:30; 23:42. Paul spoke earnestly as an Apostle, an authorised witness to His Lord and Saviour, and as a loving Brother Jew who valued the Jewish heritage of the OT faith as from it Jesus the Messiah had come. So it was the source of the present life of God’s people under the New Covenant of Grace and the Spirit, promised in Jer 31:31-34.

PERSUADING/tried to convince– As in 13:43; 14:19; 17:4; 18:4; 19:8; 20:25. Cp Lk 24:27, 44. CONCERNING/about JESUS from THE LAW OF MOSES AND from THE PROPHETS, FROM MORNING TILL EVENING- Quoting the OT to show that the Gospel was true as it was based on the Messianic Prophecies, which Jesus had fulfilled. And that the preaching of that Gospel had produced Christ’s Church as He had promised, Mt 16:18. 

SOME BELIEVED/were convinced.. but others would not believe- Paul thoroughly expounded the Gospel, and continued to do so all day. Some of these Jewish leaders responded positively and committed themselves to Christ, but the majority resisted the Gospel message. This is still true wherever the Gospel is preached. For this divided response to the Gospel, see 2:12-13; 4:1-4; 5:12-17; 6:8-14; 9:21-25; 13:42-45; 14:1-2; 17:1-5; 18:4, 12-17; 19:8-10. He came to bring sword, not peace, the Lord said, Mt 10:34-40. (A modern Jew, Pinchas Lapide, wrote in his book THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS, published by S.P.C.K. 1984. P.16 "It took a minority of Jews to say YES to him, and the majority to say NO, to drive the history of Salvation beyond the particularism of Judaism into the universal horizon of the Nations..")

28:25-27 THEY disagreed AMONG THEMSELVES, and began to leave after Paul had made this final statement- The quotation from Isaiah gave support from the OT for Paul turning from these Jews and turning to the Gentiles to share the Gospel with them. This was a fitting end to the book of Acts, which is designed to help people understand the relationship of Christianity to Judaism, and God’s offer of mercy to the Gentile world. Paul quoted God’s summing up of the situation – many Jews, although steeped in the OT, were unwilling to believe the message of their own prophets. And many Gentiles to whom the OT had been alien received it. Cp Rom 9:30-10-11; 10:16-11:12.

THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said through Isaiah THE PROPHET- Cp 1:16; 4:25. The quote is from Isa 6:9-10. (It’s quoted also in Mt 13:14-15/Mk 4:12/Lk 8:10; Jn 12:40-41; Rom 11:8.) Note the belief in the inspiration of the OT. What is written in Isa 6: is what God the Holy Spirit said through the prophet Isaiah. Paul ended the session by pronouncing a final, solemn warning using the words uttered by the Holy Spirit through the prophet Isaiah. In the dark days of the past God had given Isaiah a vision of the only King with the power to save the nation of Israel, Isa 6:1-5. Isaiah, purified, heard God call for a messenger and volunteered. The Lord had commissioned him, but also lamented that Isaiah’s preaching would do little good, as the fallen human nature of Israelites was entrenched in pride, sinful self-sufficiency, unrepentantly suppressing their consciences, and barricading their minds, ears and eyes, against God’s attempts to show them their sin and need. As a result they could not turn to the salvation He had provided and the Saviour He would provide. So, on most of them, the effect of God’s message would be to aggravate their sinful hardness of heart until judgment fell. Paul quoted this as God’s warning to Christ-rejecting Israel at that time, and with it was His assurance that His Saving purposes of grace would be accepted by Gentiles who realised their need of it. Cp the Lord’s parable of the banquet, Lk 14:15-24. Cp Mt 21:28-46; Jn 12:32. In God’s purposes the Gentiles were included in the saving work planned and promised for His Messiah, Isa 42:6; 49:6. The history of the nearly 2000 years since then has demonstrated the truth of this.

GO to THIS PEOPLE, AND SAY you will be ever HEARING but never understanding.. ever SEEING but never perceiving- You will be told plainly, but.. You will be shown clearly, but.. They will hear what God says and see what God does, and yet it will not enlighten their understanding, and win their positive action. To them it remains just a form of words. Even though it is the life-giving, living word of the Living God it remains a dead letter to them. Isaiah is to preach, and some hearers will believe and live in fellowship with God. But there is no possibility of Israel as a nation understanding what they are hearing, or seeing what they are looking at. God shares with His prophet His foreknowledge of how Israel will respond to his message. But their unbelief and rejection was predictable in view of their consistent habit of rejecting what God desired in favour of their own desires. Jews who refused to accept Jesus Christ as He lived God’s will before their eyes could never get the message written about Him by Moses or the prophets. Jn 5:38:40. Cp the Veil over the Torah that can be lifted only when the heart turns to Christ, 2 Cor 3:16.
 

FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE/people’s heart IS WAXED GROSS/has become calloused, AND THEIR/they hardly hear with their EARS ARE DULL OF HEARING- This isn’t a matter of limited intellectual capacity, it’s a matter of unlimited stubborn refusal to understand and believe a message which did not fit in with their religious desires and preferences, Jn 15:21-25. They kept the Sabbath and Jesus did good on the Sabbath, and so He must die, Mk 3:4-6.

THEIR EYES HAVE THEY have CLOSED their eyes- They blocked their ears to keep out the close of Stephen’s witness, but their minds had been closed before he began to speak it. The problem is with Israel’s heart, ears and eyes. Their hearts – in OT/Jewish thinking, the source of men’s intellectual and volitional activity (their thoughts and choices, Prov 6:14; 23:7.) were hardened against God, and against accepting His will in Christ. It was impossible that they should let the Gospel message transform them, as they were energetically seeking to use God’s word to establish their own self-righteousness in contrast to all non-Pharisees. So the more earnest they were in seeking to please God by their own efforts the more hardened their hearts were to the message of the universal grace of God, Rom 10:1-11, etc. A message true to God’s nature and will can never be welcomed by self-centred people. 

LEST/Otherwise they might SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEARTS- In the Hebrew it may seem that this is caused by God’s message. In the LXX, and here, the deafness and blindness to God’s message follows their deliberate choice to listen reluctantly and to close their eyes. Cp Rom 10:1-21. Israel can’t hear, see, or understand because they have already made up their minds as to the sort of things they were willing to hear, and willing to see. In secular matters and spiritual matters we meet men who in the face of all reasoning refuse to consider changing their minds – they simply say “I don’t see it that way!” God treats people in accordance with their own hearts and choices, Ps 18:26. The fact that these men are rejecting the Gospel is no surprise to God, or to His servant Paul. It doesn’t prove that Paul and his Gospel interpretation of the OT is wrong, but that, as Isaiah warned, they are wrongly refusing to believe it. Cp Rom 9-11.

AND BE CONVERTED/turn, AND I.. HEAL THEM- Be cured of whatever is wrong with them in their relationship with God. Literally, “One should heal it (this nation) and One should forgive them. They are the passive recipients of the consequences of their active acceptance or rejection of Christ and the Gospel. For the concept of the nation of Israel being healed, see Isa 30:26; 53:5; 57:19; 61:1; Jer 3:22; 17:14; Hos 7:1; 11:3. 

28:28-29 I want you to know that God’s Salvation has been SENT TO THE GENTILES, AND THEY WILL HEAR IT/listen- Throughout Acts Luke has recorded that the majority of Jews rejected the Gospel, and their place being taken by Gentiles who believe the Gospel. Paul states that this is the predicted outworking of the OT prophecies. Some take this statement, following similar ones in 13:46; 18:6, to mean that mission to the Jews is now to end, and taking the Gospel to Gentiles is to be Paul’s sole purpose. But this is reading too much into what Paul said – after all the majority of Gentiles also rejected the Gospel. If Paul was able to go to Spain as he had hoped, he would doubtless have begun his witness in synagogues wherever he went, and continued to follow that with a statement that he was turning to the Gentiles when Jews refused any further hearing of the Gospel. The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 demonstrated that God had accepted the fact of national Israel’s rejection of Christ and the Gospel as final. And that God’s rejection of them in favour of the Gentiles was also final. But special efforts to win Jews to Christ are still appropriate.

28:29-31 Conclusion

(Whenever we come to the end of a book we have enjoyed reading, we’re likely to wish it had gone on longer, and wonder what happened next. I’ve used an Appendix to list some comments which may be helpful, but quite simply it was a suitable place to conclude a founding history of the Christian church, designed to win approval from a high ranking official of the Roman Government. And in that regard the less said about Nero the better! 

The long stays teaching in a single community at Antioch, Corinth, and Ephesus, 11:26; 18:11; 19:10, would ensure the thorough development of the Gospel in the heart and mind of Paul, and also fulfil God’s purpose of a thorough grounding of a Christian community in the truth of God, 20:27. These 2 years at Rome, and the 2 years in prison at Caesarea would have helped Paul to condense those understandings into substantial teaching Epistles.)

28:29-31 WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS THE JEWS DEPARTED, AND HAD GREAT REASONING AMONG THEMSELVES- [RT] KJV. The verse appears in the Western Text from the first, but not in the other early texts. It repeats what was said in 28:25 and forms a useful link between 28 and 30 so it made sense for the [RT] to include it.

For TWO WHOLE YEARS- Congestion of the courts at Rome and Nero’s increasing preoccupation with reckless living would make a delay of two years reasonable. The wording may hint that the situation didn’t continue beyond the two years, but it may simply be that the Holy Spirit guided Luke to conclude this history at this point. Paul stayed IN HIS OWN HIRED/rented HOUSE, AND RECEIVED/welcomed ALL who CAME to see HIM WITH ALL` CONFIDENCE/Boldly- Cp 2:29; 4:13, 29, 31; 9:27-28; 13:46-48; 14:3; 18:26; 19:8; 2 Cor 3:12; 7:4; Eph 3:12; 6:19; Phil 1:8; Heb 3:6; 4:16; 10:19, 35; 1 Jn 2:28; 3:21; 4:17; 5:14. Paul and the Gospel had been rejected by the Jews as a nation, but Paul was not silenced by their opposition. He continued to preach the Gospel with an inner boldness of spirit, personally, and with freedom from restriction by the Government authorities for these two years.

NO MAN FORBIDDING HIM/and without hindrance- The verse makes an appropriate, triumphant conclusion to the history of the Gospel of Christ and of the progress of the early church as set out in Acts. Nothing was able to stop God from accomplishing His grand purpose in the spread of the Gospel. Cp 2 Tim 2:9. And on the lesser scale, Paul as the faithful servant of God, in the face of all opposition, continued to witness to that Gospel, and that purpose of his triumphant Master – who enabled him to do this. 

PREACHING/he preached THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND TEACHING/taught about THE LORD JESUS CHRIST- The Kingdom of God is a general term for the message of the Gospel –as at this time the Church represented that Kingdom on earth. And here it is specifically connected with Christ, His work and Gospel. It seems to me that preaching and teaching are two aspects of our witnessing to Christ. Paul preached Christ, 1 Cor 1:23, (who He is, what He has done, and what He wants to do for us) so that people would come to know Him and let Him transform their lives, 2 Cor 4:5-6. Preaching appeals to hearts and wills, and offers Christ as the answer to the need of our hearts, so that we may love Him, follow Him, and worship Him. Teaching aims at making truths clear to the minds of hearers so that they can understand the Gospel and the will of God and apply it intelligently to their lives. Teaching helps us to see how everything in Scripture relates together so that out beliefs and lives may be well balanced ones. Then we will live sanely to His glory. Preaching without teaching produces emotional irrational Christians. Teaching Scripture without preaching Christ produces cold doctrine and self righteous living. Does that explain the difference between Charismatic and anti Charismatic churches?

Appendix I  -  Why end at this point?

It would have been more dramatic to end with Paul’s acquittal, or martyrdom, but in a history written to encourage an important Roman, 1:1; Lk 1:1-4, to see Christianity as compatible with Roman Government and Law, martyrdom wouldn’t help that impression – and in the end Paul seems to have been killed for his faith. Luke isn’t writing a full Church History. His concern was to record some events from the early days of the church, in such a way that it might win goodwill towards the Gospel from the more responsible and honourable members of the Roman ruling class. And for all time to enable Christians to gain a good understanding of God’s views with regard to the attitude His people should adopt towards Judaism, and the pagan Gentiles.

In a sense the goal of 1:8, “witness to the uttermost parts of the inhabited earth,” had been reached as Rome was the great centre of the civilisation of the known areas of the inhabited earth. Paul giving witness there for two years gave opportunity for those coming and going to hear the Gospel, and like the Ethiopian in Acts 8, take the Gospel home with them. And while the attitude of the human authorities may be tolerant or violently opposed, God’s Word has continued to go out and produce its glorious eternal fruit to the glory of God – and will do so until the glorious coming of the day of Christ. 

What Luke has recorded here is sufficient to demonstrate that as the years pass, all things promised will be fulfilled – including the hope of Israel, 28:20. Paul’s personal safety, and state approval of the Christian religion isn’t Luke’s main concern – God must win whether Nero says Yes!” or “No!” The record leaves us with God’s servant Paul faithfully doing what God’s human servants must do – preaching and teaching the will of God, on the basis of the Scriptures, the promises of God, and concerning the person of the Son of God, Jesus our Saviour. Let’s follow Paul’s example! 

Appendix II  -  What happened next?

Under Roman Law of a later date, AD 529, a prisoner was automatically released after 2 years if his accuser hadn’t followed up the charge, but this wasn’t so in Nero’s time. But, like Claudius, he may have dismissed cases where he thought the delay was unreasonable. Or Paul may have faced Nero, and been set free. Paul had expected to be set free, Phil 1:25; 2:24; 1 Tim 3:14; Phile 22, and may have been, and then re-arrested. There are traditions that say Paul was released and then evangelised in Spain, Rom 15:28; visited Crete and left Titus there, Tit 1:5; 3:12, and intended to spend a winter at Nicopolis in Epirus, Titus 3:12. That he visited the province of Asia leaving Timothy at Ephesus, 1 Tim 1:3, Trophimus sick at Miletus, and was arrested in Troas and carried off without being allowed to collect his coat from Carpus, 2 Tim 4:13. Finally he was executed at Rome. All this is possibly true, but other explanations are possible.

The Last we read of Paul, 2 Tim 4:6-18, he is cheerfully facing death, viewing it as his final offering of himself to God – the drink-offering that completes a life which has been a living sacrifice to God, Ex 29:40; Lev 23:13; Rom 12:1; Gal 2:20: Phil 1:20-21; 2:17. Luke is with him, but others have scattered, with or without Paul’s – or God’s - approval. He has faced Nero, without any support from his brothers in Christ, witnessed to him, and been reprieved. He is feeling the cold and would like his cloak, and wishing friends would come and visit him. We know that while he was in prison Believers came and went. Some helped him, some were imprisoned with him, and he acknowledged a financial gift from Philippi which had relieved a time of hardship, although, as he said The Lord always provided for him, Phil 4:10-15. 

Appendix III  -  Church Life in Acts & Today

(This owes much to comments by D. Gooding and W. McDonald) From what is recorded in the book of Acts we can see some of the principles by which God intended His Church to function, and which ensure that it flourishes and expands to His glory. We see how, following those principles, it adjusted in order to be effective in different cultures, and as situations changed. As God says in the last NT books written, the Scriptures – His Word, our Bible – are His final and sufficient revelation of His will, 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:20, to which nothing is to be added, Rev 22:18-19. The principles revealed in Acts remain as the permanent standard by which we are to judge our beliefs and practices, and adjust the pattern of how our congregations-assemblies-churches function. Our cultures, circumstances, gifts and opportunities for witness and worship may vary as much as those we have read of in Antioch, Corinth, Ephesus and Jerusalem. And the pattern of witness and worship that is appropriate and effective, and honouring to the Lord as Head of the church, may need to vary just as widely. 

We have been shown this in the glimpses given of the developing lives of a few Christians, particularly the Apostles Peter and Paul, over a period of years. And of whole congregations over a short period of time, as in 2:40-47, etc. We have seen that when they trusted and obeyed the Lord, in doing what they knew to be His will, God empowered them by His Spirit and nothing could stop them. Their message centred on witness to the atoning death and resurrection glory of the Lord Jesus. They depended on the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit. In an environment of greed, hate and bitterness they showed love for one another and even for their enemies. (The Pharisee Christians in 15:1, 15 didn’t and I’m not comfortable with the multitudes zealous for the Law in 21:20.) God’s servants and the Believers didn’t get involved in politics – political and social reforms treat only the symptoms. They proclaimed the Gospel which dealt with the causes, and they submitted to the authority of governments. Evangelism was their first priority, but they promptly commenced teaching converts as disciples, Mt 28:18-20. And gathered them into local churches and left them to function in direct dependence on the Head of the church. And to grow in living fellowship with Him, under elders, 14:23. Cp 2 Cor 1:24; Eph 5:23; Col 1:18. 

The work grew in established assemblies/churches, and new ones sprang up as individual Believers witnessed wherever they went, 8:4; 11:19-21. In accordance to the Lord’s words, Mt 23:6-12 the distinction between clergy and laity, priest and people, didn’t exist but each used the gifts God had given them to function in the body and build it up as in Eph 4:11-16. They prayed much, and there was flexibility and spontaneity to make use of opportunities, 11:19-21. No time and money was spent on administration, organisation, etc, and the growth of the church wasn’t considered in terms of raising church buildings or well-endowed “Mission Stations.” Workers were sent out – often in pairs – and reported back to the Church that sent them. Maintaining caring fellowship in the Lord and in the essentials of the Gospel between churches was valued, but that didn’t require uniformity of details of belief and practice, 15:1-29. Cp Gal 2:5-10. 

The professing church in many places soon “improved” on the church organisation as seen in Acts, so that, instead of having several Elders/Bishops-Overseers as in the small church at Philippi, Phil 1:1, the thousands of Christians in the Antioch area were under the control of one “Bishop.” Ignatius, in AD 115 when he was on his way to Rome to face trial wrote to the Bishop of Ephesus, Bishop of Smyrna, etc interesting to note that while all in Asia were turning against Paul in 2 Tim 1:15, the Believers at Rome were still loyal to Paul in the matter of Church leadership 60 years later.

There are many things left unclear in this record of the early church that some people find it frustrating, And some let their imaginations run riot and “see” in it supposed errors or inadequacies, or support for dogmatic assertions that their beliefs and practices are right and everyone else’s are wrong. But if we read Acts with a teachable spirit, there is a great deal for which we can give thanks to God for the wisdom, grace, and power of the Spirit of God displayed. And perhaps of equal importance, understandings of truth that challenge us to accept joyfully what our Lord has provided for us, and take up in our generation the task of being part of the ongoing church of God, as it works and waits for the return of its Lord.
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� � Felix, a freed slave, had persuaded Drusilla, a Herodian princess to leave her husband and marry him. Drusilla could give him a real understanding about the political and religious situation, but the fact that he was uncircumcised angered the Jews. Tacitus summed up his rule, "He exercised the authority of a king, with the spirit of a slave." He seems to have alternated between cunning and violence.





� In A.D. 41 Claudius had sent a letter to the Jews of Alexandria warning that if the disturbances among them didn’t stop at once he would take severe action them against as it was a serious plague– Nosos. The Jews suggest that the riot at Jerusalem was typical of what happened among Jews everywhere Paul went. Anti-Paul Jews would have reported their rioting actions against Paul at Antioch, Iconium, Thessalonica, Berea, Corinth and Ephesus, and of course they blamed it on Paul coming and preaching the Gospel. 





� They called the Christian Faith a sect – as the Sadducees and Pharisees were sects - but Paul called it a Way – a way of understanding the OT and living in fellowship with God and enjoying blessings that it promised. Cp 9:2; 16:17; 18:25-26; 19:9, 23; 22:4. A way of pleasing God, fellowshipping with Him, and moving towards God as its destination, Ps 23:3; 25:8-15; 32:8-9; 139:23-24; 143:8; Isa 30:21; 40:3-5; 42:16; 43:19; 45:8-22; 48:17; 51:10-16; Jer 5:4-5; 42:3; Mt 7:14-. Reading the OT Scriptures will expand our understanding of what the words meant to the speakers and hearers of the Gospel in Acts, etc. It is also a sharp rebuke to those who are content to regard God’s Word/the Faith, Jude 3, as a matter of mental assent and argument, heart meditation, etc as a passive, theoretical thing - and fail to use it as a means of living in fellowship with God, a life-style that is part of His eternal purposes of grace and glory for mankind.





� Many people have their own ideas about worshipping God, and enjoy themselves doing that “worship.” God is patient with them and with us all, but it is good for us to see what God thinks of some “worship” that is offered to Him, Gen 4 3-7; Lev 10:1-11. God acted in judgment once, and records it for our warning. The “worship” of some people today may be as objectionable to Him as that spoken of in Isa 1:10-20; Jer 6:19-20; Mic 6:6-8; Mal 1:6-14; Mt 5:23-24; Mk 7:7-9; Jn 4:20-23; Col 2:18-23, etc but God postpones punishment until He is ready to judge us all.





� Similarly today established churches whose leaders deny many scriptures may condemn as sectarian groups of Christians who acknowledge all Scripture and have committed themselves to fellowshipping with God in putting it into practice as far as they can. As long as they also fellowship with all their brothers and sisters in Christ in all the doctrines and practices in which those other Christians are obeying the Lord they are not a sect. But when they cut themselves off from those who disagree with them on the basis of details of interpretation or practice they are, of course, sectarian. 





� Resurrection and Judgment for both righteous and unrighteous (but not necessarily at the same time) are referred to in Dan 12:2; Lk 14:14; 20:35; Jn 5:28-29; 1 Cor 15:15-58; Rev 20:12-13. Apparently the Pharisees were still arguing over whether the just and unjust included Gentiles as well as Jews. Paul emphasised the resurrection of the just, who were raised in union with Christ who is the first fruits of the resurrection, 1 Cor 15: 20-23; Phil 2:21; 1 Th 4:13-17. For the resurrection of the unrighteous, see Rev 20:11-15. Cp Ps 9:17; and the various references to eternal punishment, sorrow, etc that surely cannot exempt those lucky enough to die before judgment day. 





� It would not have been a sin-offering, Heb 10:10, but a PEACE/fellowship offering or a THANK offering would have been appropriate. W.E. Vine suggests that the “offering” was the gifts for the poor, but all the verses that use Prosphora are listed above, and none seem to have that meaning. In Heb 13:16 our praising God and giving to those in need is called an acceptable sacrifice- Thusia. McDonald says “Far from causing trouble to the Jews he was bringing financial help to the poor of Jerusalem and had come to make offerings in the Temple that the Law had prescribed.”








� It was directly relevant to a couple who were living in a marriage forbidden by God’s OT Law (as with Herod & Herodias, Mt 14:3-4) It was also an interpretation of the Gospel Way that would make sense to a Gentile as Greek moralists-philosophers also taught the need of virtue-righteousness as in 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:22; 3:16, which is made possible by self-control, 1 Cor 9:25; Gal 5:23; 2 Pet 1:6 The Gospel reinforced this by warning that everyone must face God in judgment, 17:30-31; Rom 2:5-10; 14:10-12. 





� Officially the Roman Government forbade the taking of bribes. But obtaining the position of Governor usually required paying huge bribes, and the Governor collected as many bribes as possible to repay that and to provide for his comfort in retirement. Paul had admitted having brought considerable funds to Jerusalem. They were charitable funds, but Felix would have agreed that “charity begins at home” and would see no reason why Paul shouldn’t arrange for some of it being used to buy his freedom. Josephus wrote of the Governor Albinus who followed Festus that the only evil-doers who remained in prison were those who did not pay a bribe, Jewish War 2:272-274. In part Felix is represented as a good Roman unwilling to punish Paul who is innocent – but also as a bad Roman official hoping for a Bribe. That people act from a mixture of motives is true to life. 





� Felix had Paul's ministry freely available for 2 years, and gained nothing! James, Jas 1:7-8, wrote of the impossibility of a double-minded man getting anything from the Lord. Felix was “treble-minded” as he was concerned about coming Judgment, keen to make money out of his job and concerned to be popular. He aimed at all three and missed them all.





� It’s sadly true that throughout Church History Bible-believing, Bible-obeying children of God have been treated more fairly by secular courts controlled by Governments than they have by so-called “Church courts” such as the Inquisition – although the latter claimed they were acting as God’s agents.) That God is Holy, Righteous Love should mean that those who claim to honour Him, should act according to His character. In fact they all too often have claimed that in His honour they must act against the ordinary standards of honesty, justice, and decency. We need to learn that lesson well. 





� Caesar had been the family name of Julius and Octavius, but was now used as a title. Octavius Caesar had adopted the name of Sebastos. [Nes] Latinised as Augustos, [RT] to make him seem important to the common people. He didn’t take the title “King” as it was hated by the Romans who had deposed their tyrant kings and set up the Roman Republic, ruled by its Senate. The title Sebastos had a religious element – the One who was to be obeyed, served and worshipped. 





� Agrippa was interested in seeing a prominent controversial figure in Jewish religion, and he himself was quarrelling with the Chief Priests at the time. Festus was eager to gain help in drafting his charge sheet. Especially as he knew that Agrippa was a man with influence at Rome on Jewish matters. If Festus had Agrippa’s backing in sending his report, that would offset any attempt by the Sanhedrin to use his handling of Paul as a count against his Governorship of the province. 





� The Herod family were wise in the ways of the world, and although usually rulers of only petty kingdoms they were often close friends of the Roman Rulers. Herod the Great was a friend of both Anthony and Augustus. Agrippa I was a friend of Caligula, and then of Claudius. Agrippa II was brought up in the court of Claudius, and Bernice was later mistress of Emperor Vespasian’s son Titus and went with him to Rome. 





� The resurrection was essential as unless God’s people were going to live again after dying, the promises of blessing associated with Messiah were meaningless for those who died before He came. Without resurrection those who lived and died for their faith in God (many had lived in outward misery, Heb 11:35) had gained nothing beyond what they had enjoyed while alive on earth. But because Christ had risen, those who believed in him were the children of Abraham who would inherit the good of the promises made to Him. 3:24-26; 7:1-8; 13:32-33; Lk 1:55; 3:8; 13:28: 1 Cor 15:1-58. Cp 23:6; 24:14-15; 25:19. Other Peoples had gods, temples, priests, rituals, sacrifices, holy days, feasts and codes of behaviour pleasing to their gods. The unique feature of Jewish religion was the conviction that God would keep His promises and send a wonderful Saviour and Lord to bring blessing of all kinds to His people on earth, and perhaps forever. The Sadducees ignored this hope and aimed at enjoying wealth here and now. The Zealots twisted it into suicidal fanatical confidence that God would send a military leader who would attack and drive out the Romans so that Jews would become irresistibly powerful. Christians accepted Jesus Christ as the Messiah who had already set up His spiritual Kingdom and made all His people free spiritually as sons of God, indwelt and empowered by the Spirit of God. And they looked forward to being with Him joyfully in the glory of Heaven, and aware that there would be a glorious kingdom on earth, whether or not they personally would be involved in it. 





� Paul sees no need of speaking of the part Ananias played in his call, perhaps because Agrippa wouldn’t be as interested in the association with a devout Jew as the Temple mob would have been, 22:12-16. The message given through Ananias may have been a repetition and confirmation of what the Lord spoke directly to Paul as set out here. Or the direct revelation to blinded Paul, and the indirect revelation the Lord gave him through Ananias may be blended and summarised here. The variation between the accounts allows for a shifting of emphasis that makes each account more effective. And it serves to maintain the interest of the reader who would find word for word repetition boring. The same is true of having four Gospels, each with its own range of incidents, and its own emphasis – overlapping but not identical. 





� As Gooding comments - Festus could watch gladiators hack each other to death and be entertained along with a mob shouting and cheering in a frenzy of excitement without feeling that any of them were mad. And yet Paul’s proclamation of life in Christ seemed insane to him. He had an excuse for he may not have seen even one life transformed by Christ and the Gospel. But in recent years learned people have deplored the dangerous mental and emotional excitement of those listening to the preaching of Billy Graham, although what was proclaimed was relatively calm, noble, rational and wholesome. And yet they have found no fault with the much greater frenzy of enthusiastic “fans” of some drug addicted, pop-star whose irresponsible, promiscuous life style would bring disaster to those who imitated him. 





� What Agrippa was saying depends on the meaning he intended for Oligos- A little time, a few words, a short sermon, a little persuasion, a little persuaded, or in brief. Whatever meaning we take out of his words must make good sense with Paul’s response – little or much time, few or many words, etc. Agrippa had lived in Rome at the Emperor’s court until recently, and knew that the Jews and their religion were viewed as being ridiculous there. He was in the presence of the Roman Governor and his officers and officials and the local leading citizens. To make a public commitment to the truth of the Jewish Prophetic scriptures would be embarrassing. To voice approval of, or commitment to, the Christian Gospel would demand such a change in the way he lived as to seem impossible. So he steps aside from the challenge, and refuses to say where he stands in relation to the OT or the Gospel.





� We’re not told how Luke knew what Festus, Agrippa etc said at this stage, but they would always be surrounded by servants. And those present would discuss with family and other servants all that had happened so that various accounts could have reached Luke. He tidied up such information into a neat statement that declares that the high representatives of Roman authority and Jewish authority under Rome, agreed on Paul’s innocence. 





� In addition to the natural sense of this story it has been seen as picturing various things, but the one that makes best sense is that it can picture the stormy history of the professing church, ending with it being wrecked, and all the individual believers arriving safely home – as in 1 Th 4:14-18. And the professing “Church” under an idol’s flag, heading for Rome and AntiChrist. 





� Although Malta was small, it was an important way-station in the ancient world having passed from Phoenicians to Greeks, Carthaginians and finally to Rome. Augustus had made Malta a separate unit under a Procurator. If that continued until the time of Paul the Protos would have been a native headman. 





� Iaomai is used in 28:8, so some suggest that it was used because the healing was miraculous and instantaneous. And that Therapeuo– is used here because the healing was the result of the normal efforts of a physician such as Luke. But probably there is no sharp distinction being made. There is no ground for saying that all these healings were miraculous or all the result of normal medical skills exercised by Luke the physician. 





� As Gooding points out, this verse is a reminder that neither Paul nor the Gospel he preached was anti-Jew. Paul, who suffered most from other Jews who rejected Christ and his Gospel made this clear in Rom 9-11. Nothing in Scripture OT or NT gives Christians any excuse for hating or persecuting anyone for being a Jew. Scripture makes it clear that Christ died for the sin of the world, and gave Himself to death voluntarily for that purpose. The Jews are not our enemies, and even if they had been, Jesus commanded us to love our enemies. The special guilt of Jews in the crucifixion of Christ lies in the fact that they had been God’s special people and had received His Word, and that was designed to prepare for the coming of the Christ. And when He came to them, Jn 1:11, the Priests and rulers of that generation refused Him and had him killed. 


But the Jews were widely scattered and the majority of the Jews had no say in the crucifixion of Christ. And Acts records that about 5000 Jerusalem Jews repented and received Christ within a few weeks, 4:4, and more did later, 6:7; 21:20. The Jews who rejected Christ forfeited their special privileges, and Gentiles who believed were given access to God and life in Christ by the Spirit, alongside the believing Jews. It was only when the professing Church allied itself with the state, and in apostasy and unbelief set itself up as an earthly kingdom of God in an unauthorised imitation of ancient Israel with Priests etc that it claimed the responsibilities granted to Israel in Deu 13:12-18: 17:2-7, etc and began to attack and force conversion on Jews or pagans. That apostate church also persecuted non-conforming Christians including those who tried to obey the Bible. (see booklet on Pre-Reformation Church.) Scripture authorises no use of physical force, threats or bribes in the defence or spread of the Gospel, Mt 26:52; Jn 18:36-37; 2 Cor 10:4. 





� They say nothing of the Christians in Rome. Following the expulsion of the Jews by Claudius that Church at Rome would have been entirely Gentile. When Jews returned from exile and set up their synagogues again, there may have been no Christian members. When Christian Jews like Aquila and Priscilla returned to Rome they would have gone straight to the Christian congregations, and not necessarily had any contact with these new Jewish leaders of the resurrected Jewish synagogues.





� The wording in the Hebrew can give the impression that God’s purpose in sending Isaiah, and the message He had given Isaiah to proclaim (and the Lord Jesus, and Paul himself proclaimed) was to harden men, That it was intended and designed to produce this effect. It can sound as if God is commanding Isaiah to make Israel like this. This false idea is due to a misunderstanding of the Hebrew language. It’s not possible in Hebrew to make a distinction between the actual result of the preaching, and the purpose of God in the preaching. When writing in Greek one distinguishes between the cause and the result. That what God said to Isaiah states what would be the RESULT of Isaiah’s preaching, not what God wished to happen is made clear in the LXX which has For the heart of this people has become gross and their ears are dull of hearing and their eyes have they closed. Paul quoted this. Isaiah was told to preach his message, even though it will be resented and rejected by most of Israel. Isaiah and his successors Jeremiah, etc should not blame themselves for failure. when they see Israel continuing to sink further into apostasy, and the punishment of exile. God would have them return, and would send His Messiah to them. Then again Messiah will be rejected, but Paul and God’s other witnesses need not despair, there will be Gentiles who will respond. And when they too lapse into hopeless unbelief Israel will in God’s grace be restored as God’s people, and experience the fulfilment of the earthly Blessings and Kingdom of Jesus as the ruling Son of David, and accepted by the Jewish nation in that role, Rom 9-11. Cp Rom 1:6. 








� Rom 11:18-25 warns Christians that the boastful self-righteous pride that led to the fall of national Israel will also lead to the fall of the professing Christian Church, and its replacement by repentant Israel. In a lesser sense Church history echoes this in that nations which have been favoured with the Gospel have welcomed the Gospel message, and let it transform their lives in fellowship with God, are blessed with higher standards of morality, social concern, etc. They enjoy this and make it a matter of self-congratulatory pride and self-righteousness, and turn from God and the Gospel. The point is reached where God in His righteousness must leave them to reap what they sow, in the hope of repentance and restoration. Cp Deu 8:6-20: 32:9-29. And the Gospel flourishes in other less privileged lands. God desires the salvation of all peoples, 4:12; 10:34-36; 13:47; Lk 1:69, 71, 77; 2:30; 3:6; 19:9. And those who have received His mercy must remember that He acts in justice as well as in mercy, Mt 5:20-26; 18:20-35:1 Pet 1:13-25.
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