An ATTEMPT at

                 Listening to the Lord

                                In

ACTS 

 (Christ Builds His Church 

· as He Promised, Mt 16:18.)

1:1-9:31 THE EARLY CHURCH – JERUSALEM, JUDEA, SAMARIA.

I believe the best way to hear what God has to say to us is to read and re-read Scripture for ourselves. Whatever further ideas we gain by reading what others have written can then be checked against this. I’ve not printed the full text of Acts so that you will need to read from your own Bible as you make use of this booklet. May God in His Grace give you joy in your studies as He has in mine.

E Read 

Explanation of Abbreviations: OT= Old Testament. NT= New Testament. BRETHREN/brothers is KJV/Niv. [RT]= Received Text. [Nes]= Nestle Text. MT Masoretic Text, Hebrew Old Testament. LXX= Greek Septuagint Old Testament. Cp= Compare with the Scriptures that follow. Mss= Manuscripts. (See Booklet 1 for list of books I found helpful in preparing this.)
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INTRODUCTION

Members of the early church acted as the Lord had done and commanded. They sold personal property and gave to the poor, 4:34/Lk 18:22. They preached, healed, etc in loving fellowship with Christ and each other, with permanent spiritual results, Mk 16:18; Jn 15:1-17. They took up their cross and followed Jesus, to go everywhere preaching, 8:4/Mt 10:37; Lk 14:26-27. They rejoiced when suffering for Christ, 5:41; 16:25/Mt 5:11-12. And moved on when the Gospel was rejected 13:51/Lk 9:5. Acts records the establishment and growth of the Church, and as “God’s method is Men,” we see Him taking up people to accomplish His purposes. The tide of new Life that surged through the first section of Acts now bursts forth from Jerusalem, and reaches Samaria, Ethiopia and Damascus. 

The Gospel & Church Break free from Judaism

HEBREWS/Aramaic speaking Jews. The Jews in Judea and Galilee probably spoke Aramaic – the language of Aram-Syria - in the ordinary affairs of life. But as the OT was written in Hebrew that was still their religious Language. (Parts of Ezra, Daniel, etc are in Aramaic) The Apostles, and most of the Jerusalem Believers were Hebrew-Aramaic speaking Jews. They continued attending the Temple, witnessed there, and called for the nation to repent, and reverse its rejection of Christ, and promised His return, 3:17-21. They were opposed by the High Priest and the Sadducees, but continued to win Jews to Christ, including many priests, 6:7. They were slow to realise that Christ was THE Sacrifice that replaced all the sacrifices. Many seemed to want the Church and its Gospel to be a reforming-reviving element in orthodox Judaism. We see from 21:23-26 that Jerusalem Christians continued worshipping in the Temple and offering sacrifices, until the Temple was destroyed in A.D. 70 . In spite of 1:8, the Apostles showed no inclination to witness outside Jerusalem. This section records how Christianity and Judaism moved apart as understanding of the Gospel developed. 

GRECIANS/Grecian Jews. These were a minority group in the Jerusalem church, but God took them up and used them to break the Gospel free from Judaism, and launch it out to bless the whole world. They were Jews who had been scattered throughout the Greek-speaking Roman Empire. As Greek was their language for every day living, they attended synagogues where the Scriptures were read in the Greek LXX translation. 
And prayers, hymns of praise etc were in Greek. So they began to view God and the Bible, and the responsibilities laid on God’s people, through the words and ideas natural to the Greek language. 

And they had to develop a REASONED faith. Jews in Judea could drift along comfortably following Jewish traditions with their Jewish neighbours. And using the Scriptures in the ancient “Holy” language chained them to the past, and its traditions, even in the small details of life. But the Grecian Jews were a tiny minority, among the Gentiles. Unless they fitted into the local community they couldn’t make a living. If they gave up their religion they ceased to be Jews, and had no claim on God. Tradition wasn’t enough, they had to look again at God’s Word, and decide how He wanted His people to live – in THEIR situation. Negatively they had to learn to hold their own in business deals with Gentiles, and in discussions on morality, religion, etc. Positively their Synagogues became an outreach mission for God. Among the Gentiles were intelligent, moral people who were sickened by the irrational folly and moral depravity of paganism. Ancient synagogue records (such as that found at Dura-Europas) show that numbers of them attended Synagogues as “God-fearers.” 

Christianity isn’t a Reformed Judaism. As far as the record in Acts is concerned Stephen was the first to realise this. Grecians lived, not by following ancient traditions, but by applying God’s truth to current life. As an intelligent Grecian Jew/Hellenist it was natural for him to think out how the new Gospel differed from the old covenant of Law. And to check how the old Jewish beliefs needed to be adjusted to the new realities of the Gospel. Christ had been crucified by Orthodox Judaism, yet He had fulfilled ALL the Law. Stephen would ask if Christians had any need of the Temple, now that Christ had fulfilled all that the Temple and its sacrifices pictured. Circumcision and Law-keeping had marked God’s people up to this point. But now it was the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit that made Believers God’s people – surely this changed their relationship to the Law. Hadn’t life in the Spirit replaced Law-keeping? The many miracles worked through Stephen were signs that God was at work in what he was teaching, Heb 2:2-4, and approved of the direction in which his teaching was developing. 

Stephen would have enjoyed arguing such questions in the synagogue and been moving towards a fuller understanding of Gospel truth. But Pharisees dominated the Synagogues, and Pharisees like Saul of Tarsus were angry at any questioning of God’s Law – as interpreted by the detailed mass of traditions they had added to it. They had decided to kill Christ for “breaking the Law,” Mk 3:1-6, and joined the Sadducees to do that. The Sadducees had been persecuting the Apostles. Now the Pharisees join them in trying to stamp out Christianity/the Gospel/the Church. 

Saul took the lead in this persecution, and yet in God’s will, what he studied in order to destroy, became his life work, when Christ in grace laid hold on him. Under Saul/Paul God’s Gospel broke out of the restrictions of circumcision, food laws, etc and this was foreshadowed by Stephen’s witness and the presence of Saul on that occasion. To Paul was given the revelation of the Mystery of the nature of the Church and its relation to Israel, Rom 11:1-36; Eph 3:1-21, etc. And he came to realise that the Old covenant was worn out, and had been replaced by the New, Gal 5:6; Heb 8:13. Cp 2 Cor 3:2-18; Gal chapters 3 and 4, Heb chapters 8, 9, and 10. 

4:32-5:11 The Sharing of Goods – Generosity & Hypocrisy

(The sharing of goods reported in 2:41-47 continued - and provides the background for the stories of Barnabas and Ananias.)

4:32 THE MULTITUDE.. BELIEVED/All
 the believers- Those described who believed the Gospel and received Christ as Saviour, 2:37-41. God loves the world, Jn 3:16, and the Spirit’s transforming power is seen in the lives of those who believe. Unbelievers are those who will not believe-respond to the Gospel as in Jn 3:19; Rom 10:21. Cp Mt 23:37-39. OF ONE HEART.. SOUL/mind- Psuche- Soul. See Deu 6:5; 10:12; 11:13; 1 Chr 12:38; 2 Chr 30:12; Jer 32:39. It was this overwhelming sense of spiritual union that determined their attitude towards material possessions. An eagerness to share possessions and help one another is a normal effect of first responses to the Gospel. If we lose our appreciation of the wonder of grace and salvation, selfishness creeps in and takes over. 

NEITHER SAID/No one claimed.. THE THINGS HE POSSESSED/any of his possessions WAS HIS OWN– In the greedy possessiveness that says “This is mine, and I won’t share it.” Private ownership was still approved, 5:4, but the Christians generally took the Lord’s words in Mt 6:24-34, etc seriously. As moved by the Holy Spirit, happiness, unselfish generosity, a sense of belonging together and to the Lord, dominated their lives. This, and their persistent witness that Christ had risen marked them out from the unsaved, and from what they had been before Jesus became their Master, Saviour and Lord. When we are rejoicing in the blessings God has given, and joyfully witnessing to our Saviour, it’s natural for us to look around and see others with greater needs and share with them. When times of revival have passed coldness of heart towards God and man sets in. And professing Christians become selfish and concerned to be wealthy and fashionable. Then the world envies Christians for their worldly success, not from seeing the fruit of the Spirit in their lives. And popular preachers make up a “Gospel” that in the name of Jesus offers health, wealth and happiness in this world. 

THEY HAD ALL THINGS COMMON/shared everything they had- As in 2:44. They retained possession of their property, 5:4, except that when they laid it at the Apostles’ feet it was shared out to those in need. They had moved a long way from the selfishness that characterised Jacob as a young man. Those who preached Christ as Saviour, and the brotherhood of believers in Christ, must not let poor believers continue to live in poverty while they lived in luxury. 

4:33-35 WITH GREAT POWER– From the Holy Spirit’s activity, and their surrendering themselves to the Lord, Rom 8:1-16; 12:1-21; Gal 5:16-25. GAVE THE APOSTLES WITNESS/continued to testify– Literally “Gave back” their witness as a debt owed to men, Rom 1:14. 

OF/to THE RESURRECTION 
OF THE LORD JESUS- They weren’t just good people inspired to follow the example and high ideals of a martyr. Christ was risen, and living out His life in them by the Spirit. And their willingness to use possessions to meet the needs of the poor was a practical part of the work God has given us all - the sharing of the Gospel witness to Jesus the Risen Christ! In contrast to this, to help the poor or distressed to be comfortable in living godlessly is perhaps the most cruel thing we can do. If we don’t share the Gospel, and make the Lord’s command to repent clear to those we help, we may damn them forever if they compare us favourably with those who do preach the Gospel to them. The command to witness, and the assurance of power had been given in 1:8. In chapters that follow we see they did receive power to witness, and to live lives transformed by the Love of God poured into their hearts by the Holy Spirit, Rom 5:5. 

GREAT/much GRACE WAS UPON- Their lives were God-blessed and God-pleasing. Grace here refers to God’s supportive fellowship with them in their work and witness, but also speaks of the favour they were gaining from the people of Jerusalem. Cp LXX Ex 3:21; 11:3; 12:36; 33:12-13; Ps 84:11. People could see that God was blessing them because they were enjoying living as God wants people to live. In Acts we read of great power, great grace, great fear, 5:5, 11; great persecution, 8:1, great joy, 8:8; 15:3, and a great number believed, 11:21. 
NEITHER.. ANY.. LACKED needy persons- In Deu 15:1-18 the Lord promised this would be true when His people did His will with regard to the poor. The Believers had heard the “Prophet,” 3:22, and were enjoying the blessings the Lord had promised to them. None suffer desperate need when in obedience to Him we share the goods God has given us. POSSESSORS OF/those who owned LAND/lands OR HOUSES SOLD.. BROUGHT THE PRICES/money- Literally selling them.. bringing the money, present participles, An ongoing process. It doesn’t say ALL property owners sold ALL their property. Or that the Apostles encouraged anyone to do this. What it says is that instead of greedy selfishness the believers were quick to notice needs that existed and that always someone responded by selling sufficient property to meet the needs. LAID THEM DOWN/put it AT THE APOSTLES FEET- Put it at their disposal, as God’s appointed agents, for the good of all God’s people as in 4:32; 5;2. This was a natural extension of their behaviour recorded in 2:42-47. Cp Lk 7:38, 44-46; 8:35, 41; 10:39; 17:16. Pooled resources and centralised giving helps fair distribution to the needy, but see 6:1. 

4:36-37 An Example – the Generosity of Barnabas

(That Barnabas is mentioned as acting in a praiseworthy manner is a reminder that the practice wasn’t universal. )

4:36-7 JOSES/Joseph.. SURNAMED/called BARNABAS.. INTERPRETED/means SON OF CONSOLATION/Encouragement- Paraklesis- A calling to one’s side to receive help. (When our car battery is flat we appreciate a friend who brings his car alongside ours, and with “jumper leads” provides the power to start our car!) Whatever help, encouragement, advice, strengthening, comfort etc one might need, Barnabas was the sort of man one could ask help from. He habitually encouraged, 9:27; 11:22-25, 30; 12:25; 15:37. The Holy Spirit is the Parakletos, in Jn 14:16, 26;15:26; 16:7, and Jesus Christ is in 1 Jn 2:1. They move God’s children and servants to take up that role in relation to each other - 2 Cor 1:3-4 the God of all comfort- Paraklesis…who comforts- Parakaleo.. that we may comfort- Parakaleo.. by the comfort- Paraklesis. It’s still a joy to the Lord, and to us believers, when we see a young brother or sister showing unselfish concern for others as Barnabas did. Let’s be sure that we never lose our awareness of the wonder of God’s grace to us so that we also continue to encourage all such. Note the use of Paraklesis in 9:31; 13:15; 15:31; Rom 12:8; 15:4, 5; 1 Cor 14:3; 2 Cor 1:3, 4, etc. 

A LEVITE OF/from CYPRUS- Barnabas had links with Jerusalem through John Mark, 12:12; 13:5; Col 4:10. Many Jews settled in Cyprus, and Barnabas may have been one of those from Cyprus who heard the Gospel on the day of Pentecost, and responded in faith. His association with Cyprus made him a useful partner for Paul in 13:2-12. SOLD a field he owned, 
AND BROUGHT THE MONEY- Chrema- The money-yield, or worth-price. AND LAID/put IT AT THE APOSTLES’ FEET. 

5:1-11  Ananias & Sapphira

(In contrast to the single-minded generosity of Barnabas, these professing Christians are double-minded. Whether they gave more than Barnabas or less doesn’t matter. The important thing is that they wanted to have people praise them for being generous, and wanted to keep money for themselves. Love of praise from men, and love of money, led to this first sin recorded in the church. God’s judgment on them has been a warning ever since. When God is working, Satan is sure to be working to corrupt Believers, and to sow tares – counterfeit believers - among them, Mt 13:25-30. Peter challenged Ananias with the reality of what he was doing, and the Lord did what we are not authorised to do, removed the offender (by death), Mt 13:30; 1 Cor 11:27-32. This reminds us that we’re reading a realistic description of life in the early church. The Lesson from Acts 5 is Don’t pretend in the things of God! Their story challenges our own consciences. We may have obeyed Rom 12:1 enthusiastically, yet we may have tried to keep some aspects of our lives under our own control. That sin of double-mindedness we share with these two sinners, but by God’s grace, we have not yet shared their fate. Only at the Bema, 2 Cor 5:10, will we be able to see the overwhelming grace shown to us that brought us to Glory. 
)

5:1-2 A MAN NAMED ANANIAS WITH SAPPHIRA HIS WIFE SOLD a piece of property- A field, 5:8. KEPT BACK PART- Nosphizomai- To set apart for oneself things being handled for a group of people, and belonging to them. The word is used in Titus 2:10, and of Achan, LXX Josh 7:1. PART OF THE PRICE/money but BROUGHT the rest AND LAID/put IT AT THE APOSTLES’ FEET- Gave it to them to share among the needy. They pretended to be giving all because they wanted to be admired as generous Christians. But they kept some of the price back for themselves. They were being double-minded, trying to serve God and Mammon, Mt 6:23-24. Singleness of heart and motive is something which requires our constant alertness and our constant seeking of God’s grace, as by nature the heart of man is deceitful.. Jer 17:9. If we're trying to please God, and look after ourselves at the same time there'll be problems. 

5:3-6 PETER SAID, ANANIAS, WHY/how is it that SATAN has so FILLED your HEART- Satan is the Deceiver.
 Ananias must have deliberately given the impression that he was handing over all the money they had been paid for the property. He may have said "We've sold our property and here is the money for God" – a half truth. Whatever his mouth said, he had acted a lie. While appearing to be acting in Christ-like compassion and generosity, he was acting in Satan-like duplicity. Cp the money greed of Judas, Lk 22:3, and Peter’s self-interest, Mt 16:22-23. Peter was asking why Ananias allowed Satan to direct him. The amount of money wasn’t the problem, the sin was in the state of their hearts, their attempt to lie successfully to the Apostles and the believers. They were putting God to the test – trying out what they could get away with. Cp the effect of covetousness in 8:18-23; 16:19; 19:27; 24:26; Achan, Josh 7, Gehazi, 2 Ki 5:20 and warnings in Mt 5:21-34; Jas 1:8. To pretend in the things of God is to lie to God so we need to let the Spirit make our conscience sensitive. We may work hard at cleaning up the house of our life, but unless we allow the Spirit of God to possess us, we are powerless against invasion by Satan, Mt 12:43-45; 1 Jn 4:4. 

you have lied to THE HOLY Spirit- The Holy Spirit had moved men like Barnabas to acts of generosity. Ananias had faked a similar action – counterfeited the work of the Spirit. If they had vowed to give the price to God, and changed their minds and kept it back, that would have been a sin between them and God. But to publicly hand it over to the Church, which was indwelt and empowered by the Holy Spirit, made it a matter of despising or denying His presence, and lying to Him visibly. TO KEEP/kept BACK for yourself PART/some OF THE PRICE/money- Better not to vow than vow and fail to pay, Ecc 5:4-5. They had robbed God, Mal 3:8. Peter said they had lied to God, by keeping for themselves part of what they had claimed to have given to Him. 
Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold- Ownership of property wasn’t the problem. It needn’t hinder the spiritual growth of the individual, or the collective growth of the Church. Hypocrisy was. AFTER IT WAS SOLD, wasn’t the money IN/at your POWER/disposal- Exousia- Authority, power. You could do what you liked with the property, and the money you were paid for it, Under the Law giving a tenth of the sale price to God might be required. Under grace – under the Gospel and the guidance of the Spirit - deciding what to do was between him and the Lord. 
He could have kept all the money without sinning. It was pretending to give all that was the sin.

WHY.. - Not expecting an answer, but raising questions in the minds of all who heard – why does this sort of thing happen? Unseen, there was conflict between the Spirit, and brotherly generosity in fellowship with God. And Satan, and deceit, trying to infiltrate the community of God’s people. Ananias and Sapphira had planned to get the best of both worlds. 
NOT LIED UNTO/to MEN, BUT UNTO/to GOD- God, by His Holy Spirit was present in each believer, and in the church. So Christians need to be careful what we say and do. In a sense all sin is against God, Ps 51:4, but it is especially true in the body of Christ. Their great mistake was to view the church as a merely human group. They may not have come to know God in Christ, or if they had, not realised the great privileges and responsibilities God’s saving grace lays on us, Phil 2:1-15. 

ANANIAS.. FELL DOWN.. died- Peter didn’t strike him dead, or curse him. He stated the fact of what Ananias had done and the man dropped dead. The action was between God and the man. GREAT FEAR CAME ON/seized ALL THOSE THAT HEARD what had happened- Those present at the time and others who heard what happened. THE YOUNG MEN– A slightly different Greek word is used in 5:10, so not a specific group in the church, merely those young and strong, so able to do the routine, heavy or unpleasant work. Even if Peter and other seniors had no conscience about ritual uncleanness through handling a dead body, among those they ministered to there would be some who thought they should abstain from holy things until ritually cleansed. BURIED HIM.
5:7-11 THREE HOURS AFTER/later HIS WIFE.. CAME IN.. PETER.. is this– The money may have still been where Ananias put it. She is given the opportunity to make his lie her lie also, or to repent and disown the lie. SHE SAID yes, that is the price. PETER SAID.. AGREED- Sumphoneo- The harmony that Ananias and Sapphira had acted in was in contrast to that which moved the Christian community to share possessions in love for each other. TO TEMPT/test THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD- To test whether you can do this and not be found out and punished. Cp the Lord’s quoting Ex 17:2 at His temptation, Mt 4:7, Lk 4:12. God’s presence in the camp of Israel required holy behaviour, Ex 33:1-6. His presence in the Church community and activities also requires holy behaviour – speaking the truth in love, Eph 4:15.

BEHOLD/Look!.. will CARRY you OUT also- God had taken the life of Ananias - Peter didn't. God may have told Peter that the same thing would happen to Sapphira, but as she shared her husband’s lie it was reasonable to expect she would share his fate. No one can lie to the Spirit of God without harming himself and others – in this life or the next. The Church needed to be shown that hypocrisy is dangerous. And that God can give church leaders the ability to judge situations that arise. Cp Mt 18:20. SHE FELL DOWN.. died.. BURIED beside HER HUSBAND- Why such punishment then and not now? It was part of the establishment and demonstration of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church. And it reminded them of the need for church members to realise that they lived in God’s presence. 

GREAT FEAR CAME UPON ALL THE CHURCH - Ekklesia- The whole company of believers 4:32. AND UPON AS MANY AS HEARD THESE THINGS- All the enquirers, and the people of Jerusalem generally. This fear didn’t stop real conversions, but it did frighten off those who would, for selfish reasons (material or social benefits, etc), have attached themselves to the group. They realised that going through the motions of conversion, baptism etc, without experiencing the reality had been shown to be dangerous. Note the balance - God demonstrated the reality of the Gospel with one act of Judgment, and many acts of blessing. 

5:12-16  The Apostles Perform Miracles & Wonders

(The Ananias incident interrupted the record, but this summary shows that the work of the Apostles and the life of the Church community went on unhindered.)

5:12-16 THE APOSTLES/performed MANY miraculous SIGNS AND WONDERS- As in 2:19, 43. The Lord was answering the prayer of 4:30. THEY WERE ALL WITH ONE ACCORD/all the believers used to meet together- In joyful unity and mutual encouragement. IN SOLOMON’S PORCH/Colonnade- The witness of the Apostles continued publicly and openly. Only such a public space could accommodate the crowds – the Breaking of Bread continued in homes.  No one else dared join them- Nobody who wasn’t a believer dared to pretend to be one and join them. This hints that Ananias and Sapphira had joined themselves to the church -– not been added to it by the Lord. The sudden death, in conversation with Peter, of hypocrites, demonstrated that it was unsafe to be with the Christians unless you were sincere. This prevented people trying to join them without being convicted by the Holy Spirit, converted, etc. The Christians crowded Solomon’s Porch, and the non- Christians kept clear of it.

they were highly regarded by THE PEOPLE MAGNIFIED THEM- That hypocrites are disciplined by a church improves respect for the Gospel. BELIEVERS.. ADDED TO THE LORD/men and women believed in the Lord and were added to the number- It doesn’t say joined themselves as in 5:13. Added is passive - God added them as they responded to the Gospel by believing in Christ as their Saviour. 

THEY BROUGHT THE SICK INTO THE STREETS AND LAID THEM ON BEDS AND COUCHES/mats– Anything people used for lying on. Cp people’s response to Jesus, Lk 4:40; 5:19; 6:18-19. Peter’s shadow.. fall on SOME OF THEM- It doesn’t say the sick touched by Peter’s shadow were healed, but the wording suggests that some at least were healed. Cp touching the fringe of the cloak of Jesus, Mt 9:20, and handkerchiefs that had touched Paul, 19:12. Perhaps the death of Ananias meant that they didn’t wish to make direct contact with Peter. They had sufficient faith in him and his Lord, to believe that contact with his shadow was sufficient. Peter and the Apostles were visibly continuing their work for the Lord in defiance of the ban of 4:18, so 5:17 is no surprise. 
A MULTITUDE CAME/Crowds gathered.. from around JERUSALEM BRINGING their SICK.. AND.. VEXED/tormented by UNCLEAN/evil SPIRITS- Unclean in the spiritual sense – unfitting people for fellowship with God. Cp Lk 4:33; 6:18; 8:29; 9:42; 11:24. THEY WERE HEALED EVERY ONE/all OF THEM- These acted in faith, 5:15 sounds more like superstition. As it says in Heb 2:2-4 God granted miracles to confirm the Gospel witness of the Apostles. All were healed - in contrast to modern healing campaigns where after a great show only a small percentage are permanently healed.)

5:17-42  The Apostles Tried & Flogged

(When the Apostles had been threatened they and the whole church turned to the Lord, been reassured, 4:1-31, and continued their witness. The Gospel was spreading beyond Jerusalem, and continued to be supported by miracles. The High Priest’s group were jealous of its popularity, and afraid of its threat to their position. They again tried to crush it, by arresting the twelve Apostles. Persecution from religious and secular leaders, and beatings, are a serious business. But God cheered them by showing His power, and that He is in control – the Sanhedrin, mustered in force to deal with the Apostles, found an empty prison, and crowds listening to the Apostles. When accused of suggesting the Rulers had murdered Jesus, Peter showed how right they were by a blunt statement that they had.)

5:17-23 THE HIGH PRIEST ROSE UP- From a state of inaction they moved into action. WITH.. THE SADDUCEES.. FILLED WITH INDIGNATION/jealousy- Zelos. The word was associated with the desire to kill. The Saducees were committed to co-operation with the Romans and running the Temple to their own profit. They resented the popularity and continued success of the Apostle and the Christians generally. Jesus had been, and now His Apostles were, a threat to their religious and secular power, under Rome, Jn 11:48. Unless they prevented rebellions the Romans might appoint a different priestly family to High Priesthood. 
LAID HANDS ON THE APOSTLES- Arrested all of them, not just Peter and John as in 4:3. PUT THEM IN.. PRISON- The High Priests had no spiritual power – power with God - but they had political power and used it to stop the preaching by imprisoning the preachers. BUT THE ANGEL OF THE LORD OPENED THE PRISON DOORS of the jail AND BROUGHT THEM out- Angels are mentioned re Philip, 8:26; Peter 12:7-11, and Herod, 12:23. Cp Mt 1:20-24; 2:13, 19; 28:2; Lk 1:11-38; 2:9. The angelic intervention would have increased their confidence, and increased the anger and bewilderment of the Rulers who opposed them. GO, STAND AND SPEAK IN THE TEMPLE courts he said– God had commanded them to preach Christ, 1:8, and they continue to do this in spite of threats and dangers. The Temple was built to be “God’s House,” so it was an appropriate place to preach God’s Good news. 

GO/and tell THE PEOPLE ALL THE WORDS/full message OF THIS new LIFE– The Gospel wasn’t just words, a set of doctrines to believe and rules to keep. The Gospel proclaims and offers freely a wonderful new life in Christ. Christ living in the believer and the believer living in Christ, Col 1:27; 3:3, so that we know God, Jn 17:3. It offers the resurrection life of Jesus to those who trust Him. (In OT terms/Jewish thinking, Life, and Salvation were the same thing, Jn 10:10; 11:25; 14:6; 20:31.)

As THEY had been told.. ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE courts at daybreak- The Temple doors were opened at dawn when the priests began to prepare the morning sacrifice. Prompt obedience is a good habit, as delay makes obedience harder. Abraham faced with the seemingly impossible task, started on it early, Gen 22:1-3. AND TAUGHT/began to teach the people. 

THE HIGH PRIEST.. CALLED together.. all the SENATE/assembly of the elders– Luke uses both names for the Sanhedrin to emphasise that Israel’s full national leadership was lined up against the Apostles. Any decision they made would carry the Sanhedrin’s full authority. They seem to have met in a room at the temple as they were considered to be ruling God’s people, as His representatives – successors of Moses and Ezra. Cp Mt 23:2. SENT TO THE PRISON/jail.. RETURNED/went back and reported.. jail securely locked.. KEEPERS/guards- That there were several guards would make bribery etc harder. at the DOORS- All that was necessary to keep the prisoners secure seemed to be functioning properly. BUT.. NO MAN WITHIN/no one inside- Imprisonment wasn’t a punishment provided in God’s Law, so there should have been no long term prisoners. The prison should have been only to ensure people arrested could be marched in to face the Sanhedrin Court. If there were others in prison, the report ignored them as there had been no demand for them to be brought to trial. 

5:24-28 WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST.. HEARD/On hearing this report THEY DOUBTED/were puzzled what would come of all this- Wondered where will this end? They had political and secular power under the Romans, but what use was that power if prisons and armed guards couldn’t hold the Apostles, and stop their preaching. THE MEN.. ARE STANDING IN THE TEMPLE courts, TEACHING THE PEOPLE

THEN.. THE CAPTAIN went WITH THE/his OFFICERS AND BROUGHT THEM/the Apostles- The officer ordered them to come with him to face the Sanhedrin and they came. WITHOUT VIOLENCE/force FOR/because THEY FEARED that THE PEOPLE.. would stone them- The High priests were afraid of people, but not afraid of God, Mt 26:4-5. The Apostles were popular. Ill-treating them could lead to a riot and the Sanhedrin police would be likely to have stones thrown at them by the crowd. The High Priest and his relatives were unpopular because they exploited the worshippers who came to the Temple by insisting that animals for sacrifices be bought at high prices from their agents, and charged a high fee for the approved-for-donations money to put in the collection boxes, Mt 21:12-13. Among ancient Jewish writings is a lament “Woe.. they are High priests, and their sons the treasurers, their sons-in-law are temple officers, and their servants beat the people with their staves.”

WHEN THEY HAD/Having BROUGHT THEM/the Apostles.. THE COUNCIL/Sanhedrin to be ASKED/questioned by THE HIGH PRIEST DID NOT WE STRAITLY COMMAND YOU/gave you strict orders - About half the Mss have this as a question, the other half as a declaration. But Rhetorical questions make a declaration. NOT TEACH IN THIS NAME- They weren’t asked how they got out of prison – that was an uncomfortable point for the Rulers. They kept on the safe ground “You have defied our command not to obey Jesus, speak His Gospel, not to speak of Him at all. Don’t you realise that you are in our power and must obey us!” 

BEHOLD/yet you  HAVE FILLED JERUSALEM WITH YOUR DOCTRINE/teaching- A great, compliment. Cp 17:6. AND INTEND/are determined TO BRING/make us guilty of THIS MAN’S BLOOD UPON US- To be held guilty of causing a death, Gen 4:10-11; Hos 12:14. The Apostles had plainly and repeatedly stated the guilt of the Rulers in murdering Jesus their Messiah, 2:23; 3:13-15; 4:10-11. The High Priests had stirred up the crowd to shout Crucify Him! And they and the crowd had accepted responsibility for Jesus being killed, Mt 27:20-25; Jn 19:14-15. Now their guilty consciences made them afraid that the Apostles might stir up the crowd against them to demand that they be convicted of the crime of killing Israel’s Messiah! In fact, in obedience to Mt 5:44-45, the Apostles had demanded repentance from them, not punishment for them. But if the nation repented, they would not have been ruled by the Chief priest and Sanhedrin. While we should forgive and forget the injuries done to us, God requires us to be witnesses to His Son our Saviour. And until people realise their need of the Grace of God offered in the Gospel, and repent, we must proclaim the wickedness of the sin of rejecting Him. 
5:29-33 PETER AND THE OTHER APOSTLES/replied,  WE OUGHT TO/must OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN– 
Our main obligation is to do what God tells us to do, not to do what men tell us to do. This was a core truth of the OT. The question was, what had God commanded in this matter. Were the Apostles obeying Him, or were the Christ-crucifers obeying Him? Peter states that the Apostles were obeying God, and accused the Rulers of murdering their God-sent Messiah, 8:34-35.

THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS RAISED UP JESUS- Raised up from death, and the tomb, to the throne of Glory, 2:22-24; 3:13-15; 4:10-11. But it’s also true of God bringing Him on to the human scene – raised Him up for the deliverance of Israel and the salvation of sinners, Mt 1:21; Lk 1:69. you had killed- Under the threat and accusation the Apostles boldly repeat their accusation. by hanging him ON A TREE- In Greek and Hebrew the same word could mean a tree, a pole, wooden beam, etc. Cp 1 Pet 2:24-25. Under Jewish Law a criminal stoned to death might then be hung on a tree, Deu 21:22-23. But in the case of Jesus He was hung up by being nailed to a cross or stake to die, as in Roman custom. Such hanging marked a man as being under God’s curse - a shame before men, and an affront to God in whose image man had been made – so the body had to be taken down and buried before sunset. This sharpens the contrast with what follows. 

GOD EXALTED WITH/to HIS RIGHT HAND TO BE/as A PRINCE- Or Author, as in 3:15. A SAVIOUR- As in 13:23; Lk 2:11. GIVE REPENTANCE.. FORGIVENESS OF SINS to Israel- The Apostles knew that the Rulers hated to hear the Gospel, but they were speaking the truth in love for them. By doing this they were giving them the opportunity to accept God’s provision in Christ – to repent, and have their sins forgiven. 

WE ARE HIS WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS- As in 1:8; 10:37-42, etc. SO IS THE HOLY Spirit.. GOD GIVEN TO those who OBEY HIM- God decrees and acts, but His decree includes the requirement that we obey Him, and He makes that obedience possible by coming into our lives as the Spirit of sonship, Rom 8:1-16; Gal 4:5-7. The Holy Spirit in them was guiding and empowering what they said. And He was speaking in the hearts and minds of the hearers as well, 1:8; Jn 16:8-11; Rom 1:5. Cp Jn 15:26-27.
THEY WERE CUT TO THE HEART/furious- Diaprio- A vivid word, torn apart, sawn apart. It’s used also in 7:54. TOOK COUNSEL/wanted TO SLAY/put THEM to death- The wording in Greek varies, some Mss put the emphasis on their determination to kill them. In others the emphasis is on their taking counsel. But of course both were involved. They were eager to silence the witnesses, but their minds were concerned with deciding how to do this, as with Jesus in Mt 26:3-5. Those who murdered Christ, may murder His followers, but only if God permits that. Every hair on our head is under His care. We may go bald, but only with His approval, Mt 10:28-33.

5:34-37 IN THE COUNCIL.. A PHARISEE- The High Priest presided, and Sadducees had the most seats in the Sanhedrin. But, as the Pharisees were the largest group in the Jewish nation, and their zeal for the Law and Law-keeping made them popular and powerful, their views had to be considered. GAMALIEL– Gamaliel I. The most important and respected Rabbi at the time. He was a moderate man. Paul had been one of his pupils, 22:3. His advice was an advantage to the Apostles and the Gospel, but there is no sign he was willing to consider repenting and turning to Christ. The Pharisees had plotted to murder Christ, Mt 12:14, etc, and joined the High priest in condemning Him. When through the preaching of Stephen they saw the Gospel as a challenge to the Law and Law-righteousness they took the lead in persecuting Christians.

COMMANDED/ordered.. for A LITTLE SPACE/while- So the Sanhedrin could talk freely knowing that the Apostles would hear only the final decisions. TAKE HEED/consider carefully- Don’t rush in recklessly and do what you feel like doing. We need to think before we act, and not take any action that will get us into trouble. WHAT you INTEND TO DO- There is no suggestion in history that Gamaliel ever became a Christian, or seriously considered doing so. He speaks with rational moderation, stating the facts with worldly wisdom, and restrains violent impulsive action. 

BEFORE/Some time ago THEUDAS.. BOASTING/claiming TO BE SOMEBODY- He isn’t mentioned in secular history, but he may have been known by another name. There were many such Jewish rebels and False Messiahs who gained a few hundred supporters by boasting they were going to do great things for the Jews. (Josephus mentions 4 rebel leaders called Simon, and 3 called Judas!) The rule of Herod and the Romans was bitterly resented as an insult to God, and to Jews as God’s people. And they were eagerly looking for God to intervene and send their Messiah. Cp Lk 1:68-79. SLAIN/killed.. SCATTERED/ dispersed, it all came to nothing- The movement died out. 

AFTER him ROSE UP/appeared JUDAS OF GALILEE.. TAXING/census- Josephus said that he and his followers refused to pay the census tax in AD 6. (Not the earlier census in Lk 2:2.) Judas argued that as Jews were God’s people they should refuse to pay tax to any human Lord, Mt 22:17. Surviving followers may have continued in the Zealot movement. DREW AWAY MUCH/led a band of PEOPLE in revolt.. PERISHED/killed . DISPERSED/scattered

5:38-40 NOW/Therefore I SAY/advise you, REFRAIN FROM/leave THESE MEN alone- Rebels make a big stir, but the Roman Empire crushes them easily. There’s no need to take hasty action, we’ve seen this happen often enough. Don’t kill them, leave them alone, and wait. IF THIS COUNSEL/their purpose OR WORK/activity BE OF MEN/is of human origin- If it’s the work of men gifted at stirring up crowds and convincing them that if they join the movement they will get the things they want to get – power, wealth, peace, etc. If it owes its present success to what its people can do. IT WILL COME TO NOTHING/fail- The Christian movement was becoming popular, but any human movement would crash when it faced the Roman army. The Pharisees believed God is sovereign, but allows freedom for good or bad actions, so reward and punishment is just. 

BUT IF IT BE OF/from GOD- If it’s God who has stirred them up. If they really are obeying God and doing what He wants them to do, as they claim to be. If He is helping them, and enabling them with His power. The Godless High priests felt free to act promptly in their own selfish interests. Gamaliel showed a typical Pharisee’s fear of sin - and the Apostles’ disappearance from prison would strengthen this. you will not be able to stop these men. You will find yourselves fighting AGAINST GOD- A human movement would fail and crash in defeat. But if it succeeded if would be a miracle granted by God. It was safer to stand back. Logically, when Gamaliel saw Christianity wasn't stamped out he should have acknowledged that it was of God, and joined the Christians. But without humility logic will stop at a safe distance from conversion. 

THEY AGREED/His speech persuaded them– They did what Gamaliel said. They obeyed a Man – took his advice – but were unwilling to join the Apostles in obeying God. THEY CALLED THE APOSTLES in, BEATEN/had THEM flogged- The Chief Priest and Sadducees worked off their fear and anger by having them flogged for having defied their previous command, and repeated that command. This was the least they could be expected to do. THEY SHOULD/ordered them NOT SPEAK IN THE NAME OF JESUS- They weren’t to preach or heal naming Jesus as the authority for what they were doing. Not speaking His message, or saying anything about Jesus at all. 
5:41-42 The Rejoicing & Witnessing Community – Final Summary

(This completes the first section of Acts. The Risen Christ had revealed Himself and His will to them. He had fulfilled His promise in the giving of the Holy Spirit, and they had responded and done His will by witnessing. They had been granted Joy in the Lord’s fellowship, and suffering, and the Church continued in  joyful fellowship together.) 

5:41-42 THEY/The Apostles DEPARTED FROM/left THE COUNCIL/Sanhedrin REJOICING.. COUNTED WORTHY TO SUFFER/of suffering SHAME/disgrace FOR HIS/the NAME- Worthy of being despised! In Gamaliel’s terms, the fact that God was with them - moving them - meant that instead of their suffering stopping the preaching, it brought them the joy of fellowshipping with Christ in bringing Salvation to men, 2:38; Lk 6:22-23. Col 1:24; Heb 12:1-3. Of course the beating was a very painful experience, and to be publicly whipped at the orders of the religious leaders was a great disgrace in Jewish eyes. But in their hearts, God the Holy Spirit witnessed to them that their Father in Heaven was pleased with them, and proud of them, Rom 8:16-17. Cp Mt 5:11; 10:28-33; Mk 8:38; Heb 12:3. They had no thought of showing how heroic they were, or of earning a reward – their eyes were on Christ, and on doing His commands, the suffering was incidental. Cheerfully beaten up Preachers of a crucified, risen Christ were object lessons, as well as sources of information.

DAILY/Day after day IN THE TEMPLE courts- They continued to be Jews, and used the Jewish temple for worship, witness and teaching. They did this in quiet defiance of the Chief Priest, and Commander of the temple guard, who in the human sense had control of the Temple property. AND IN EVERY/foam HOUSE to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that JESUS is the CHRIST- Preaching that Jesus was the Messiah, and preaching Jesus Christ are two ways of saying that Jesus was fulfilling some of the Messianic promises that He would bring blessing to His people.

6:1-8:3 Stephen & the 1st Persecution

(Although the Apostles had been beaten by the Rulers, the Church was flourishing in Jerusalem, and they showed no interest in taking the Gospel further. But the growth of the church created a problem as the large numbers made fair distribution of food-help difficult. As in 1:15; 11:27; 12:1; 19:23, the opening words indicate a new phase, and they centre attention on a new group, the Greek-speaking Jewish Believers. As noted in the Introduction these Jews had a wider understanding of the world, and were less blinded and bound by Jewish prejudices. They looked at life and Scripture more from a Greek point of view as they had lived among Gentiles. One of them, Stephen, showed an understanding of the Gospel, and such skill and vigour in presenting it that he came in conflict with other Greek-speaking Jews. From this developed a clash between the Gospel and the Law-worshipping Pharisees so they joined the Temple-oriented Sadducees in a violent attack on the Christians. (That he had a recognised leadership role in the church meant that the church would suffer when he was condemned.) God permitted this, as he had allowed Satan to attack Job. And the success of his agents in scattering the Christians gave rise to churches in Judea, Samaria, Galilee and Syria, as the Spirit empowered their witness, 1:8. And the man who God has chosen to lead the outreach to Gentiles appears – Saul - who by his fanatical persecution of Christians moves the Gospel witness out from Jerusalem. 

6:1-7 Discrimination between - Christians 7 men Chosen to Help the Apostles

(This completes the account of the life of the Church in Jerusalem before they were scattered. It shows that while their human faults still existed, they took appropriate action to put right any real or imagined wrongs. Informal arrangements between neighbours sharing their first Love for the Lord, and for each other was enough in 2:44-46. But by now the numbers were so large that organisation was needed. Too, the generous, loving provision made by the rich for the poor, would no doubt have attracted spongers who preferred handouts to hard work such as Paul warned against in 2 Th 3:6-12. The Apostles must make sure that the love-motivated sharing of goods to meet the needs of the poor was carried out in a way that was visibly free from prejudice. But not allowed to crowd out the central responsibility – the ministry of God’s word to meet men’s spiritual needs.
 The result was positive, 6:7. (Luke isn’t describing the setting up of the order of Church Deacons – he doesn’t even use the word. But the method of giving responsibility to the seven sets out the principles which need to be followed in appointing and recognising Elders and other leaders as recorded later in Acts.)

6:1 IN THOSE DAYS WHEN THE NUMBER OF DISCIPLES- Mathetes- This is the first time the word Disciples is used of Christians. In 1:15 and in the Gospels it meant those taught by Jesus as they followed Him. From now on, 6:1, 2, 7;9:1, 10, 19, 25, 26, 38; 11:26, 29; 13:52; 14:20, 22, 28; 15:10; 16:1; 18:23, 27; 19:9, 30; 20:1, 7; 21:4, 16, it refers to those who, without having any physical contact with Him, walk with their Lord, fellowship with Him, obey Him, rejoice in Him, by the Grace of God to them in the Holy Spirit. 

MULTIPLIED/increasing.. A MURMURING- In the LXX the word is used of Israel’s murmuring in Ex 16:7-12; Num 11:1; 17:5. THE GRECIANS/Grecian Jews- Hellenistes- Jews who had lived among Gentiles and therefore spoke Greek. (Greeks are referred to as Hellen, as in 14:1; 16:1, etc.) Their loyalty to God, His Law and His people often moved them to return to Jerusalem to finish their lives there, and be buried in its “Holy Ground.” As women tend to outlive men, many widows would be included. Greek-speaking Jews coming to Jerusalem for the feasts donated money to synagogues to provide support for such people. And the Christians carried on that good custom. Saints wonderfully blessed by the Gospel are still human. The natural suspicion between Greek-speaking Jews from other countries, as in 2:5-11, and Aramaic-speaking Jews, would easily give rise to problems. Conversion doesn’t free us from problems, and inter-personal friction, but it provides both the will and the ability to solve them, Phil 2:12-13. 

complained AGAINST THE HEBREWS/Aramaic speaking Jews- Hebraios. People who spoke Aramaic as their native language because they had always lived among Jews, in Judea, Galilee, or in Parthia, where Aramaic was commonly spoken. They tended to think of themselves as being REAL Jews, uncorrupted by contact with Greek language and ideas. They attended synagogues where scriptures were read, prayers recited, etc all in Hebrew. All their thinking was moulded by the words and life-style of the Hebrew OT, and any ideas not found there tended to be rejected as evil, anti-God, etc. They tended to expect that if God wanted to save Gentiles He would change them into Jews. They as God’s people were holy, and it was not for them to bridge the gap and witness in words and ways that made sense to outsiders.
 

BECAUSE THEIR WIDOWS WERE NEGLECTED/being overlooked Not necessarily treated unfairly, but even innocent neglect could be regarded in that light by people conscious of being a minority, and in some sense a despised one. IN THE DAILY MINISTRATION/distribution of food- Funds or food handed out each day for those in need. A time consuming business, but it would ensure that no-one starved, or hoarded, etc. The Jewish synagogues provided welfare help for widows. Anna was one who spent her time in prayer, Lk 2:36-38. Dorcas had cared for a group of them, 9:39. Some congregations kept a list of such widows, 1 Tim 5:9-10. Caring for widows was a religious duty, Jas 1:27. Cp Deu 10:18; 14:29; 16:11, 14, etc. Every welfare system has problems in balancing needs and resources and in ensuring fair distribution. Cp Paul’s reasonings in 1 Tim 5:3-16. 

6:2-4 THE TWELVE CALLED THE MULTITUDE OF/gathered all DISCIPLES- They were Apostles, authorised by the Lord Jesus, and empowered by the Spirit, but they didn’t lord it over them, Mk 10:42-45; 1 Pet 5:2-4. 
The matter concerned the whole Church, and they realised that it was God’s will that church members should be involved in any changes in the church program. It was right that every member should understand the situation, and have the chance to share in what was done. When the whole church discusses things happy fellowship in the Lord for everyone is encouraged. And when all are invited those who come and share in the planning represent the Assembly as a whole, and are able to explain what is being done. 

IT IS/would NOT REASONABLE/be right- Arestos Pleasing, or appropriate to the situation. for us to LEAVE/neglect- Kataleipo- The word is a strong one, to leave behind, to forsake, be guilty of neglecting a duty. the ministry of THE WORD OF GOD- The spiritual work God had given them to do was increasing with the increase in numbers. Cp 20:28; Jn 21:15-17; 1 Pet 5:2-4. They needed to feed the flock of God with truth from His word, ministering Christ to them from the Scriptures, 8:35. And solving their questions about how the Gospel should be lived out in the practical matters of daily living. 

AND SERVE/in order to wait- Diakoneo- The work of a deacon. While they are often called the first Deacons, what the Apostles did was also the ministry- Diakoneo, of God’s word, 6:4. on TABLES- Money changers used tables, Mt 21:12, and food was set out on tables. So this means to handle finances and its fair distribution so as to put food on the tables for the poor. (The synagogue welfare fund was also referred to obliquely as “the Bowl.”) More leaders were needed. There had been one Apostle for every 10 disciples in 1:15, but only one for every 418 disciples in 4:4. It wasn’t that the Apostles were too proud to do such work. They knew it was essential that the needs of all the widows were met in a visibly fair and honest way, but they knew it wasn’t what they were called to do. 

WHEREFORE- Because of what they had just said, this was what needed to be done. LOOK OUT/choose SEVEN MEN- Like 12, for the Apostles, 7 was a sufficiently large number to handle the work efficiently, as well as being a symbol of a full or adequate number. OF HONEST REPORT/who are known to be- Literally men to whom witness is borne – implying that their actions were known to be good ones. The first essential for serving God publicly was a character that was respected by everyone. Cp 1 Tim 3:1-10. But the emphasis seems to be that their being Spirit-filled and wise in their actions needed to be witnessed to – obvious to all. 

FULL OF THE HOLY- KJV, [RT], implied in NIV [Nes] Spirit- All work for God – all work in the Church - is basically spiritual, and spiritual qualifications are always essential. If anyone is full of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit can direct all he does and keep him from foolish actions and words. AND OF WISDOM- Sophia- A definition of wisdom is that it’s the ability to make good use of knowledge. The wisdom of commonsense that acts in ways that made sense to any rational observer. Cp the Spirit of Wisdom in Ex 28:3; Deu 34:9; Isa 11:2. And a measure of His wisdom is part of the image that may remain in fallen man from creation. Cp what is said of Moses in 7:22. The Leaders needed to be Reputable, Spiritual and Practical. WE MAY APPOINT OVER/will turn THIS BUSINESS/ responsibility over to them- Chreia - A Need, or as here a necessary activity, or work. Give them this work to do. Cp the faithful household manager in Lk 12:42. A model for this could have been the appointment by Moses of the 70 elders in Num 11:16-25. Work done by the seven freed the Apostles from routine work. 

WE WILL GIVE OURSELVES CONTINUALLY/our attention UNTO/to PRAYER, AND TO THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD- We ourselves, then, is the emphasis in the Greek. They would make their main task, praying (talking with God about His work) and preaching God’s word (fellowshipping with other Christians by sharing what God has to say to us.) Ministry of the Word of God in Acts seems to cover all aspects of teaching and preaching, 4:31, 6:2, 7; 8:14; 11:1; 12:24; 19:20. It wasn’t the clever barren haggling over the interpretation of Scripture that the Rabbis enjoyed. The Apostles had a basic knowledge of the OT so the Holy Spirit could bring to their minds appropriate texts for them to use to proclaim the Gospel, and to guide God’s people as He did in 1:18-21; 2:16-21; 25-35; 3:11, 25-26. But essentially they were teaching all that the Lord had taught, Mt 28:19. 

6:5-6 THE SAYING/proposal PLEASED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE/group- Until now the Apostles have been the only human leaders in the church. God had appointed them to their task, but now God began to raise up others to lead the church in different aspects of its work. There will always be criticism, and Leadership must show itself responsive to the flock it is responsible for, 20:28. And the Lord uses this incident to teach us the necessary qualifications of those called to lead. The church as a whole accepted the responsibility to work together under God and the Apostles, to find suitable men. That is the first step of the appointment – the goodwill and wisdom under God, of the congregation. Cp 1:21-23.
THEY CHOSE- The whole church chose these men, as meeting the requirements of 6:3, and presented them to the Apostles. STEPHEN- Mentioned first as he was an outstanding example of what these men were like, and because of the importance of his later witness. A MAN FULL OF FAITH AND OF THE HOLY Spirit- A man fully committed to God’s Word and work, whose life was seen to be under the control of the Holy Spirit. He was willing to do this routine practical work, but from it the Lord led him on so that his work and death soon transformed the whole spread of the Gospel. 

PHILIP- Not the Apostle Philip, 1:13. In 8:3-40 he is seen proclaiming God’s Word, doing signs and wonders, and is led by the Spirit. PROCUROS, NICANOR, TIMON, PARMENAS, NICHOLAS A PROSELYTE/convert to Judaism FROM ANTIOCH- Their names are all in Greek form, but some Aramaic-speaking Jews living in Israel had Greek names as the Apostles Philip and Andrew did. But having Greek names showed they had not grown up prejudiced against Greek-speaking Jews, and some of them would have been recognised as leaders of those Jews. So their leadership balanced that of the 12, Jewish Apostles. It’s a sign of God’s grace at work in a church when it chooses for leadership of the area of friction, members of a protesting minority. 

WHOM THEY SET BEFORE/presented these men to THE APOSTLES... THEY/who PRAYED- The Apostles had directed, and the congregation had chosen. The Apostles prayed – it’s God’s church, and His appointing is needed, 1:23-26; 20:28. LAID THEIR HANDS ON THEM- Obviously the Apostles took the lead in this, but the congregation may have also laid hands on them, as welcoming them into their role of leadership. (As in some places all Assembly members shake hands with a newly baptised/received member.) The laying on of hands has nothing to do with receiving the Holy Spirit – He was already clearly in control of their lives, and had fitted them for the work they were taking up. (In Num 11:16 Moses wasn’t to make elders, he was to choose those who were visibly acting as elders, and Eldad & Medad received the Spirit without hands being laid on them.)

In the OT laying on hands symbolised identification - hands were laid on head of burnt offering and sin offering as a sign that the offerer accepted the animal offered as representing him, dying in his place, Lev 1:4, etc. The children of Israel laid hands on the Levites, as accepting them to act on their behalf, Num 8:10. This was true also in Moses laying hands on Joshua, Num 27:23; Deu 34:9, but it also gave public recognition of Joshua’s new role. So here, the 12 were publicly identifying themselves with the 7 in their new role, and the 7 were being publicly recognised and accepted as servants of the church and of God to fulfil their new responsibilities. Cp 13:3; 1 Tim 5:22.
 There is a need for open, public involvement in church decisions, and for public recognition of servants of the church and their work, Cp 1 Th 5:12-13. An annual church meeting for open discussion can be valuable in this. If the believers in general laid hands on them – or in modern Western terms shook hands with them and congratulated them, and expressed appreciation, it would assure them of the support, prayer, and encouraging fellowship of the whole church as they took up the work. This would establish the situation soundly, and give all something to look back on as a challenge. 

6:7 THE WORD OF GOD INCREASED/spread– God’s word extended its control and blessings to more and more people. This is another way of saying that the Disciples continued to make progress in preaching the Gospel effectively in fulfilment of the Lord’s command 1:8; Mt 28:18-20. And, more and more people believed the Word of God and obeyed it, responded to it and lived as God’s Word taught them to live. 
THE NUMBER OF THE DISCIPLES MULTIPLIED IN JERUSALEM GREATLY/increased rapidly- The sown seed of God’s Word produced a rich harvest. A GREAT COMPANY/large number OF THE PRIESTS- As far as we can know there were about 8,000 priests in Israel at that time, and their turn at service might come only once in a lifetime, Lk 1:8. WERE/became OBEDIENT TO THE FAITH– Faith is used as an equivalent to the Gospel, in 13:3; 14:22; 16:5. Faith in Christ produces obedience to Christ, Eph 2:8-10; Jas 2:14-21. Instead of obeying the Christ-rejecting High Priest, they decided to obey Christ and the truth taught in His Gospel. (Godly priests such as Zacharias, Lk 1:5-7, weren’t liked or treated well by the High priest.) 

6:8-15 The Jewish Rulers Arrest Stephen

(The Apostles had been arrested for witnessing in the temple, the Sadducee High Priest’s territory. Stephen seems to have preached for a short time only, but he broke new ground by witnessing in at least one synagogue, and pioneered the rational defence of the Gospel in relation to the OT, its Temple and Law. Christ had fulfilled the Law, and, under the Gospel, the Spirit indwelling believers enabled them to live in fellowship with God the life set out in the Law, Rom 8:1-15. Christians like Stephen began to realise that this life in the Spirit had replaced the need to obey the details of the written Law. As they preached this truth it would be called Blasphemy by those determined to reject Jesus, and continue to live under the Law. Pharisee scribes dominated the synagogues so it was Pharisees who had Stephen arrested for witnessing there.)

6:8-10 STEPHEN FULL OF FAITH- Pistis [RT], as in 6:5. /God’s grace- Charis [Nes] God’s grace was obviously at work in his life. He was a winsome witness to Christ. Grace may have its original sense here – charm, Christian winsome-ness, as in 4:33; Lk 4:22. AND POWER- Dunamis Power to witness and work miracles. DID GREAT WONDERS AND MIRACLES/miraculous signs AMONG THE PEOPLE- .Until now the record has spoken of only Apostles doing such things, 2:43; 3:4-8; 5:12. That he fulfilled his duties along with the rest of the seven, is taken for granted and so not stated. 

Opposition AROSE from members OF THE SYNAGOGUE- Or Jewish congregation. In the LXX “Synagogue” is used to translate the Hebrew words Edah, and Qahal- Congregation, etc. When the Temple was destroyed and the Jews exiled to Babylon, Godly Jews like Daniel and his friends met for prayer, reading God’s Word, and encouraging one another to obey it, Dan 1:8-14, 17-18; 9:1-2. Cp Mal 3:16. These gatherings became Synagogues where Jews met on the Sabbath to read and teach the Scriptures, recite and sing prayers and psalms of praise to God. The buildings were used for schools during the week and as centres for the distribution of food etc for poor members of the congregations. The Apostles witnessed to the Lord Jesus in the Temple courts, etc, 3:11-26; 5:20-21, but they were not men of “book learning,” and we don’t read of them arguing the Gospel in the synagogue. Their synagogues being traditional Jewish ones might have permitted only Rabbis to speak.

THE SYNAGOGUE OF THE LIBERTINES/Freedmen- Libertinos . People who had been slaves, but had been freed. They may have been descendants of Jews that Pompey took to Rome as prisoners, and who were set free soon afterwards. In wars, rebellions etc many people were sold as slaves. If they pleased their masters, they might be granted freedom. On some burial inscriptions in Israel the fact that someone was a freedman is carved as being to his credit. These who argued with Stephen were Greek-speaking Jews, as their masters would have insisted on their obeying orders spoken in Greek, and in their following Gentile-Greek customs. If Stephen was a freedman he might have been one of the sojourners from Rome mentioned in 2:10.

CYRENIANS/of Cyrene ALEXANDRIANS/Alexandria- The second largest city in the Roman Empire. Many Jews lived there. AND THEM/as well as the province OF CILICIA- As Saul/Paul was from Cilicia, 6:9, he may have led the attack on Stephen. AND ASIA- It’s not clear whether more than one synagogue is meant. The arguments may have started in the synagogue of freedmen from North Africa. Grecian men, good at arguing in defence of the old order, may have been brought in, including Saul, the enthusiastic and extreme Pharisee from Cilicia. These men began DISPUTING/to argue WITH STEPHEN- This wasn’t surprising. Grecian Jews who remained loyal to the Bible in spite of the pressure from the Gentile world around them would have become good at defending the Jewish OT traditions. That the Hebraic Jews tended to despise all Greek-speaking Jews as lax in religious matters, would make them eager to prove their loyalty to Judaism by attacking fellow Grecians who turned from the Law to become Christians.
      From the accusations of Stephen’s enemies it seems that he had already grasped that the new wine of the Gospel couldn’t be confined within the old wine-skins of the Law, Lk 5:37-39. Peter was still to be amazed at the teaching-vision God gave him that the Gentiles, unclean, untouchable, under the Law, were now by the Gospel to be cleansed and made acceptable to God and His people. As discussed in the Introduction, Greek-speaking Jews like Stephen would have developed the habit of thinking and arguing about what God’s Word meant in relation to living under their circumstances. From this they would gain an understanding of God’s truth in a way that stay-at-home Jews wouldn’t need, as they could easily shelter among the Law-obedient and their customs. Jerusalem Rabbis tended to waste their time on the technical details of what ought to be done in an ideal world, and ignore the realities of life of those who had to live as a tiny minority in an alien world. 

THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO RESIST/could not stand up against THE/his WISDOM AND/or the SPIRIT BY WHICH HE SPAKE/spoke- The Holy Spirit gave him such wisdom in interpreting the OT Scriptures and showing that Christ had fulfilled the promises, that they couldn’t win arguments with him. What Stephen taught was rationally convincing, and spiritually convincing – the Spirit witnessed in their consciences that what he said was true. Giving in and accepting Christ and the Gospel, or silencing the embarrassing witness by murdering him were the options they faced, and must choose between.
6:11-13 THEY secretly persuaded MEN- They could not face him openly and defeat him, so worked behind the scenes to bring him down. WE HAVE HEARD HIM/Stephen SPEAK BLASPHEMOUS WORDS/of blasphemy AGAINST MOSES- Peter’s proclamation that Jesus was a second Moses, 3:19-23  could have been regarded as blasphemy against Moses. AND AGAINST GOD- Blasphemy was high-handed sin against God. Challenging His statements and authority, if not His character. Jesus was accused of blasphemy, Mt 26:65; Mk 14:64. The people of Jerusalem were jealously proud of their religion and Temple, as it was their reason for living there – Jerusalem wasn’t important commercially. Stephen’s interpretation of the law of Moses, and God’s purposes, clashed with Jewish pride, and nationalistic prejudices and hopes. To them Stephen’s words of the Grace and Love of the Gospel could easily be adjusted to make them seem blasphemous. If Stephen had quoted our Lord’s words in Mt 24:2; Jn 4:21-24, that could be twisted into an attack on the Temple, discrediting it, and God who had honoured it with His Presence 1 Ki 8:10-11. 

THEY- The arguing synagogue members STIRRED UP THE PEOPLE.. ELDERS.. SCRIBES/teachers of the Law.. CAUGHT HIM/seized Stephen AND BROUGHT HIM TO/before THE COUNCIL/Sanhedrin- These rulers of the Jewish nation would hear Stephen’s witness, reject it, and with that rejection give a final NO! to Peter’s pleading for national repentance. And individual Jews who repent and believe in Jesus would no longer be welcome in Jerusalem. SET UP/produced FALSE WITNESSES- They arranged for some men to tell lies – even if only by twisting what Stephen had said - so that Stephen would be condemned. It WAS true that the Lord Jesus Christ had replaced both the Law and the Temple, but this was FULFILLING not denying God’s purposes. Anyone who witnesses against God’s spokesman is automatically a false witness. Cp Ps 27:12; 35:11; Prov 14:5; 24:8. 
THIS MAN CEASETH NOT/never stops TO SPEAK/speaking BLASPHEMOUS WORDS AGAINST THIS/the HOLY PLACE- The Sadducee High priestly family’s concern. against THE LAW- The concern of the Pharisee scribes. The accusations were designed to get support from both parties in the Sanhedrin. (Cp how the accusation against Jesus was changed when it was presented to Pilate. This tailoring of accusations is a mark of “False” witness.) The accusers could hardly say “This man’s arguments based on Scripture are better than ours – help us to get rid of successful opposition! What Stephen had said honoured God, Moses, and the Law, in that he gave them their rightful place in relation to Jesus Christ. Yet to the prejudiced minds of the Christ-rejecting Jews those words may have seemed insulting and blasphemous. The charges were malicious half-truths, and therefore false. Stephen spoke highly of Moses and the Law, 7:38, but the Sanhedrin demanded that the Law be viewed as condemning Christ to death, not as being fulfilled in Him. 

6:14-25 FOR WE HAVE HEARD HIM SAY THAT THIS JESUS OF NAZARETH- An insulting way of referring to Jesus. SHALL DESTROY THIS PLACE- Cp the charge against Christ, Mt 26:61; 27:40; Mk 14:56-59. Our Lord’s words in Jn 2:19 could have been misinterpreted to mean this. AND SHALL CHANGE THE CUSTOMS MOSES DELIVERED/handed down to US- Meaning the whole pattern of our lives and religion which Moses gave to us from God. Stephen may have said the Law would pass away in the sense that it had been perfectly fulfilled, and have accomplished its purpose. 

ALL.. IN THE COUNCIL/Sanhedrin, LOOKING STEADFASTLY/looked intently- the same words as in 1:10. SAW that HIS FACE AS IT HAD BEEN/was like THE FACE OF AN ANGEL- Stephen’s face didn’t look like that of a blasphemer. It looked as if he had spent time with God, and had come to them from God’s presence to show them a further revelation of the will of God - as Moses had come to their ancestors with a face that shone as a result of spending time in God’s presence. They saw in Stephen’s face the beauty of a life surrendered to the Lord, and His service, living in the fellowship and power of God the Holy Spirit. A fitting and attractive representative of the Lord Jesus, ready to give the rulers who had crucified Him a last chance to repent and be saved. Their violent rejection of Stephen and his message, would drive the Gospel from them, and finally close the door (as the Lord warned, Mt 23:37-39) on any special offer to Israel that differed from the Gospel offer to all peoples. His face showed that he was determined to declare God’s saving truth to them, whatever they did to him in response. Some turbulent years later Saul of Tarsus would realise that in fact Stephen had been in the presence of the Lord as he faced the Sanhedrin ready to witness for Him. 

7:1-53 Stephen Witnesses to the Sanhedrin

(Stephen made no attempt to escape condemnation. Instead he used the opportunity to witness to Christ, and show the Sanhedrin the spiritual realities they were facing that moved him and the Apostles to preach Christ. He opened up an understanding of the OT which was relevant to the charges made against him. 

Destroy the Temple? He began by pointing out that the OT Revelation of God was a progressive one, and not limited to one place. God had revealed Himself to Abraham in far countries, and to Moses in Sinai, so the worship of God wasn’t confined to the Temple at Jerusalem. Solomon’s Temple was a replacement for the Tabernacle, and God hadn’t asked for it to be built. It had been a costly and glorious building. All Ezra-Nehemiah could re-build was a poor replacement, Hag 2:1-9, but God reassured them that the Desire of the nations would come to it and bring peace. The Lord Jesus had fulfilled this, and Mal 3:1-3, and purified the Temple Mk 11:15-18; and they had murdered Him for doing that, and doomed that physical temple to destruction, Mt 23:37-39. But this was no loss as the temple had fulfilled its purposes.
 Christ as the great and glorious “new Moses” had done the work of which the Temple equipment and rituals were prophetic shadows. The book of Hebrews sets out more fully the ways in which Christ fulfilled and replaced the OT and its Temple and Law. That God was now indwelling every believer was a staggering advance on the blessing of God being found among His people, in one building, in one town. And every believer had direct access to the holy of holies in heaven, Eph 2:18, where Christ as High Priest stood at the right hand of God – as he soon would see 7:56. 

Change the customs way of life which the Jews had based on the Law of Moses? The Flesh/human natures of His people had been too weak for them to obey the rules of the Law. Christ had fulfilled the Law, so that God would indwell His people, and they would know Him and His will. And under grace, the work of His sonship Spirit in them would be a Law of liberty that set them free to live the life the Law had outlined, Rom 8:1-16. And set them free from sin increasingly as they responded to the Spirit, Rom 6; Gal 5. To claim that in turning from Judaism to Christ in the Gospel was abandoning God and His promises was as ridiculous as accusing a student of abandoning mathematics because he no longer used the coloured blocks etc that belonged to the childhood phase. Cp Gal 4:9-10. Stephen held fast to the God of the fathers, but realised that the wonderful good in the fulfilment of the promise to Abraham had left the Law and the temple sidelined, as Paul declared in Gal 3:1-6:18. 

Stephen tried to help these Rulers to understand the role of Jesus, and the reasons for His being rejected by showing that their ancestors had rejected two great Deliverers that God had sent – Joseph and Moses. And that both, though rejected, blessed those who repented and trusted them – as Jesus was doing, 2:22-24, 32-41; 3:13-16; 4:10-12. It became clear to the Sanhedrin that Stephen was demonstrating that their rejection of Jesus and His Gospel continued Israel’s habit of despising and rejecting the Deliverers God sent them. Their resentment and rejection of Stephen’s witness became so clear that he abandoned reasoning and cut short a message that was only going to add to their guilt before God - and stated the facts bluntly. He had spoken with the loving clarity of a messenger of God- Angelos, 6:15, that urged them towards repentance. They were determined not to repent and his witness had been unanswerable – except by silencing his voice and God’s voice in their conscience by murdering him.)

NOTE Anyone who covered 500 years of history in one sermon needed to abbreviate. Stephen’s effort made sense to his hearers who knew what he was leaving out. This, I believe, is the best way to view the difficulties, though some suggest that the fact that although this is an inspired, accurate record of what Stephen said, that doesn’t guarantee the accuracy of all his statements.Godly  Preachers can make mistakes.

The Patriarchal Age

(Stephen makes clear his respect for Abraham as the father of the nation of Israel. He showed that Abraham worshipped God acceptably in many places. )

7:1-5 THE HIGH PRIEST asked him, ARE THESE charges true- Is what these men say about you what you really said? They didn’t want to know if what he had said about Jesus having replaced the Temple and the Law was true. he replied, MEN, Brothers AND FATHERS- They would have been old men. THE GOD OF GLORY- God who is wonderful beyond anything we humans can grasp, stooped in His grace to show Himself to Abraham, to Moses, 7:30-34, and to Stephen, 7:55-59. Cp The Glory of the Lord, Ex 24:16; Lev 9:6, etc - the shining radiance that marked His presence in the Tabernacle and the First Temple, but had no need of a Temple – as He made Himself visible to Abraham in a pagan land. APPEARED UNTO OUR FATHER ABRAHAM- To call him into blessing. Far from blaspheming God, Stephen looks up to Him as the God of Glory, and proceeds to glorify Him by recounting His work of Grace in Abraham, etc. Stephen isn’t disowning Abraham. The question they must face is who are in fact in Abraham’s family, Rom 4:12-16; Gal 3:21-29. Cp our Lord’s words in Jn 8:39-59. (Abraham, Moses and David were the most revered men to Israelites.)

WHEN/while.. BEFORE HE lived IN CHARRAN/Haran- An important town on the Caravan route from Mesopotamia/Iraq and Persia/Iran to Syria. Gen 11:27-12:4 speaks of God’s call coming to Abraham in Haran. But Gen 12:1 can be read as God had said to Abraham...The call to leave Haran seems to be a repeat of God’s call that had already moved Abraham and his family from Ur, Gen 15:7; Neh 9:7. GET OUT OF/leave your COUNTRY.. COME INTO/go to THE LAND I will SHOW you. THEN/So HE left THE LAND OF THE CHALDEANS, AND settled in Haran- Gen 11:26 doesn’t mean that Terah’s three sons were all born in the same year. The eldest could have been born when Terah was 70, and 60 years later Abraham was born. Soon after Terah died at 205, 75 year old Abraham could have left Haran. (Dates & Dogmatism never go well together!) The Samaritan Pentateuch says Terah died when he was 145 yrs. 

AND after HIS FATHER WAS DEAD/father’s death, HE REMOVED/God sent HIM- Terah would be regarded as head of the Family-Clan until his death, even if Abraham had led the move from Ur. INTO/to THIS LAND where you are living- God had moved Abraham and his descendants to the Holy/special land of Israel. Christ had revealed Himself there, been rejected and crucified. Now, in the Gospel, God who had revealed Himself in Glory in a far country was reversing the process to spread that Glory world-wide, 1:8.

HE GAVE HIM NONE/no INHERITANCE IN IT not even a foot of ground- Abraham lived by faith in the land, without gaining any land to live on. Cp LXX Deu 2:5. (The cave of Machpelah as a burial place for Sarah was his only recorded possession, and he paid for that.) YET HE/but God PROMISED him that HE WOULD GIVE IT TO HIM AS A POSSESSION would possess it- It WAS Abraham’s inheritance already, but by faith, not experience. Abraham couldn’t say “This piece of land belongs to me.” HIS SEED/descendants.. HE HAD NO CHILD- Gen 12:7; 13:15; 17:8, and repeated to Jacob, Gen 48:4, and Moses, Deu 32:49. An old, childless man was asked to abandon home and go to a land believing that God would give him descendants to possess it. Abraham believed God. 

7:6-8 GOD spoke to him..  HIS SEED/descendants will be strangers in a country not their own- A country ruled over by other people, where they had no secure rights, and so could be enslaved when it suited the rulers. The quote is from Gen 15:13-14; Ex 12:40. Stephen emphasises the pilgrim character of God’s people, as in Heb 11:8-16. 

BONDAGE/enslaved.. FOUR HUNDRED YEARS- This may be an approximate statement of the 430 years given in Ex 12:40-41. If as God’s servant you believe that good stewardship of the time He has given you requires you to explain why different figures are given, see  below.
 THE NATION… I will JUDGE/punish- Gen 15:13-14. AND AFTER THAT/afterward THEY will.. SERVE/worship ME- Latreuo – Spiritual service, worship. Pray to me, and do things to please and honour me. IN THIS PLACE- Sinai in Ex 3:12. Stephen’s words leap from Sinai and its Law, Tabernacle, etc to Jerusalem, Deu 12:14, 26; 15:20, etc as he is giving a brief summary.

HE GAVE HIM/Abraham THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION- The Promise, received by faith, guaranteed unconditionally world-wide blessing through Abraham, Gen 12:3, 18:18; 22:18. In 15:1-21 Abraham believed God, but then as far as possession of the land was concerned he stepped back from faith by asking for a guarantee. In response God made a covenant with him that the land of Israel would be his descendant’s possession. In 17:1-14 God confirmed that covenant and made possession of the land conditional on males being circumcised, and keeping His law. The details of that Law were given to Moses, later. When at Sinai Israel took up the Covenant to obey God’s Law, Moses made a sacrifice to God and sprinkled the Law scroll and the people with its blood, Ex 24:8. Christ’s blood shed on the cross is for us the blood of the covenant, Mt 26:28; Heb 10:29. Jewish Rabbis twisted Ex 24:8 to teach that the blood of the covenant, was the blood shed in circumcision. ABRAHAM.. ISAAC.. CIRCUMCISED HIM eight days after his birth.. ISAAC.. JACOB.. THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS- The Greek implies that they also were circumcised.

The Example of Joseph

(Joseph’s life foreshadows that of Jesus. Like Jesus he was rejected by his brothers, yet raised to power and glory. He was in a sense their Saviour, but was unknown to them until their second visit, when he revealed to them that their evil action had been over-ruled by God for their deliverance Gen 45:7-8.)

7:9-14 THE PATRIARCHS.. jealous.. SOLD JOSEPH as a slave INTO EGYPT- Stephen summarises Gen 37-41. Israel had just rejected Jesus their Messiah, and as Stephen begins to point out Israel had a habit of rejecting those God provided to save them. BUT GOD WAS WITH HIM- God had been with Joseph, giving him dreams of future greatness etc, and God continued to help him, and make him successful. (The words but God, which come 43 times in KJV remind us of God’s purposes triumphing over obstacles.) DELIVERED/rescued HIM OUT OF/from ALL HIS AFFLICTIONS/troubles. 

GAVE HIM/Joseph FAVOUR/goodwill- Charis- The grace - pleasing manner and social skill, AND WISDOM- of being able to interpret Pharaoh’s dream. This grace God gave Joseph enabled him to make a good impression on PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT- and his court. This made it clear that he would be competent when put in charge of the nation’s affairs. Gen 41. Cp Ps 105:17-21. 

Then a famine struck.. AND/bringing GREAT AFFLICTION/suffering.. OUR FATHERS could not find food- Their crops failed, and food could not be bought there. JACOB.. SENT OUR FATHERS on their FIRST visit- Gen 42:1-3. On THE/their SECOND TIME/visit JOSEPH WAS MADE KNOWN TO HIS BRETHREN/told his brothers who he was- Gen 45:1-4. Although it’s talking about the two comings of Joseph’s brothers, not of Joseph, this statement hints at a truth. Christ, the Joseph-like deliverer, wasn’t recognised by His Jewish “Brethren” at his first Coming, Jn 1:11, but will be at His second Coming, Mt 23:39. JOSEPH CALLED/sent for HIS FATHER JACOB.. AND ALL HIS KINDRED/his whole family THRESCORE AND FIFTEEN SOULS/seventy five in all- This is quoted from the LXX Gen 46:27. MT has 70. As with 400/430 in 7:6. Jews and Christians have worked at explaining the different numbers.

7:15-16 JACOB.. AND OUR FATHERS died. AND/Their bodies WERE CARRIED OVER/brought back to Shechem
 AND LAID/placed IN THE SEPULCHRE/tomb THAT ABRAHAM had BOUGHT.. Shechem- The OT records in Gen 23:17-18 that Abraham purchased a burial cave near Hebron, where he, Sarah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were buried, Gen 25:9-11, 35:29; 50:13. Jacob bought land at Shechem, Gen 33:19, where Joseph was buried, Josh 24:32. Stephen has condensed the Genesis history into a very brief statement, leaving out many of the facts. This was acceptable to his audience, as they easily filled in the gaps, but to modern readers the verse seems so condensed as to be making a false statement. Stephen is saying that the bodies of the patriarchs were brought back to Canaan where their descendants were now living, but not buried in the holy city of Jerusalem.

The Example of Moses

(Israel had been a “child” Hos 11:1, historically and spiritually something new in the world. God’s loving, protecting, disciplining care had been particularly strong at the stage when he called them out of Egypt. In their rebellious, “adolescent” years under Joshua and the Judges they had increasingly occupied the land. As a nation they came to “early manhood” as a Kingdom under God, through the faith-obedience of Samuel and David. Now, after a thousand Passovers, the true Lamb of God had come, suffered and died, and the Pentecost cakes of bread had been replaced by the Spirit of God forming the Church with its eternal future of Glory. So in the Gospel “full adulthood”  was offered to them. 

But the Jewish leaders were determined not to go forward with God in His purposes, into a sonship relationship to Him. They chose to remain irresponsible children/drudging slaves of God’s law, Gal 3:23-4:7. By doing this they could (as expressed in Ex 20:19) keep a safe distance from God - cushioned by priests, sacrifices, and Law followed in a formal manner. Stephen had begun to realise (as the writer of Hebrews sets out later) that now all must centre on Christ. The Temple and Law were now obsolete, and it was folly to waste time on rituals and ignore the reality.

7:17-19 BUT WHEN THE TIME OF THE PROMISE DREW NEAR, WHICH GOD HAD SWORN for God to fulfil his promise TO ABRAHAM- In God’s purpose it was coming close to the time when He would act. It didn’t look like that to the Israelites, and God’s preparations for saving action may not be pleasant to us either. But perhaps no Israelites would have been willing to leave Egypt if it had been at all comfortable. Cp Num 11:4-5. Stephen spoke of the events of Moses’ life in relation to God’s purposes that He had revealed to Abraham. Cp Lk 1:53, 73. 

THE number of our PEOPLE.. MULTIPLIED/greatly increased- As God had promised. Cp Ex 1:7. That their lives as God’s people were lived at a higher, more natural and God-honouring level socially and sexually than the Egyptians may have meant that this was a normal case of sowing and reaping, as well as being God’s providential will. TILL ANOTHER- Heteros- different sort of, KING AROSE- As the city of Raamses mentioned in Ex 1:11 was built by Pharaoh Rameses II, many people think that he may have been the king. WHO KNEW NOT/nothing about JOSEPH became ruler in Egypt- A king of a new dynasty who didn’t know what Joseph had done nearly 400 years before, and felt no obligation to his people. 
DEALT SUBTLY/treacherously- What the King saw as wise handling of the situation, Ex 1:8-16, was seen as treacherous dealing by the Israelites who suffered from his “solution to the Jewish problem” as Hitler would have called it. EVIL INTREATED/oppressed OUR FATHERS/forefathers- As the Romans were oppressing Israel when the time came for Jesus to be born. SO THEY CAST/by forcing them to throw OUT THEIR YOUNG CHILDREN/newborn babies.. NOT LIVE/would die. 

7:20-22 IN WHICH/At that TIME- Kairos- Season. When that was happening. MOSES WAS BORN, AND WAS EXCEEDING FAIR/no ordinary child- Theos Asteios– Literally, He was beautiful to God. As in Gen 10:9; 1 Sam 16:12; Ps 80:10; Jonah 3:3, the expression “… to God,” in Hebrew means that something was so huge, tragic, wonderful etc that even God who knows everything would have viewed it as outstanding. He was an exceptionally fine child, physically, mentally, etc. But in this case in the sight of God may be taken in its full sense. God did value Moses, see him as beautiful-appropriate to His purposes of blessing for Israel. Cp 23:1; Lk 1:6, 15; 2:52; 24:19; 2 Cor 10:4. 
NOURISHED UP/for three months he was cared for IN HIS FATHERS HOUSE. WHEN HE WAS placed outside PHARAOH’S DAUGHTER TOOK HIM UP- Lifted him up in her arms out of the river, and out of slavery and the danger of death. NOURISHED/brought HIM up as HER OWN SON

MOSES WAS LEARNED/educated IN ALL THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS- This is a sensible statement in contrast to the fanciful Jewish legends about him. WAS MIGHTY/powerful IN WORDS/speech AND DEEDS/action- This doesn’t contradict Moses saying he was unable to speak well, Ex 4:10. By then he had been away from the Egyptian court, its language and customs for 40 years, living among sheep and shepherds. He no longer felt eloquent, or capable of strong action as he had learned to be meek and unassertive, Num 12:3. But as Stephen looked back it was clear that his words and actions had a powerful effect on the history of the world. 

7:23-25 WHEN HE WAS FORTY YEARS OLD- The first third of his 120 year long life was spent as a minor member of Pharaoh’s household in Egypt. IT CAME INTO HIS HEART/he decided- In God’s will the thought and desire occurred to him. TO VISIT- The word carries the thought of inspecting, checking up on the conditions they were living under. A sense of brotherly concern for his birth family, etc. HIS BRETHREN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL/fellow Israelites- Life in the Egyptian palace didn’t satisfy him. Heb 11:24-27 states this strongly, though at the time he may not have realised the consequences of his making contact with his own people. God’s hand was clearly in this, and his parent’s prayers may have played a part. 

SEEING ONE OF THEM SUFFER WRONG/being mistreated by an Egyptian. HE DEFENDED HIM/went to his defence.. SMOTE/by killing THE EGYPTIAN- Moses hit, struck down the Egyptian, so that he died. HE/Moses SUPPOSED/thought HIS own people WOULD HAVE UNDERSTOOD/realize  THAT BY HIS HAND GOD was using him WOULD DELIVER/to rescue THEM- Moses would have been taught that the Egyptian “gods” were responsible for everything in the world, and that Pharaoh as their representative was himself a “god” and to be reverenced as such. Close acquaintance with the god-king who was his step-mother’s father, or brother, may well have been disillusioning. Apparently Moses acknowledged the God of Israel as God, and felt a responsibility to show care for His people. He expected them to be glad that a Prince in Pharaoh’s household was interested in their welfare, and willing to work to deliver them from their sufferings. His desire and intention was good and God-honouring, but like many of our own desires and intentions, it may take years of self-humbling before God can exalt us to do the work He has called us to, 1 Pet 5:5-11. 

BUT THEY UNDERSTOOD/did NOT- Abraham’s possession of the promised land was delayed beyond his death. Joseph their Deliverer was rejected by his brothers and sold as a slave. Now it is Moses who is unable to take up his role as Deliverer, because his people rejected him. In all this Stephen is building up his case that the rejection of Christ, God’s full and final Deliverer, was sinful, and yet to be expected. The Lord proclaimed at Nazareth that He had come as Israel’s Deliverer, and they tried to kill him, Lk 4:15-30.

7:26-29 THE NEXT DAY.. Moses.. two Israelites.. WHY.. WRONG/hurt ONE ANOTHER. BUT HE THAT DID HIS NEIGHBOUR WRONG/the man who was mistreating the other THRUST HIM AWAY/pushed Moses aside- It doesn’t say this in Exodus, but these words express the attitude towards Moses even if it was only a verbal pushing aside. It fitted well with what the Rulers had done to Jesus – violently pushed aside his proof that He was Messiah, and violently disposed of Him. 

SAYING WHO MADE you RULER AND JUDGE.. Do you want to KILL ME AS you killed THE EGYPTIAN- When Moses tried to take up his role as Israel’s Deliverer, to rescue his people from slavery, and to reconcile them to each other, he was resented and pushed aside as if he were an interfering bully. Israel’s attitude to him was similar to the Jerusalem mob who shouted we will not have this man to reign over us, Crucify Him! 

When MOSES heard THIS he fled, to Midian- Ex 2:14-15 for fear of Pharaoh’s reaction when the news reached him, as it must do as it was being loosely talked of among the Israelites. (Heb 11:27 not fearing– refers to his daring to choose to take an interest in his own people, and later in defiance of Pharaoh leading them out of Egypt.) AND/where he WAS A STRANGER/foreigner- The rejection of Moses by his own people, exiled him until the Lord sent him back to enforce their deliverance on the Israelites Ex 8:20, as well as the Egyptians – as the Lord Jesus Himself would be sent back, 3:20-21. IN THE LAND OF MIDIAN.. TWO SONS- Ex 2:22. He was established there, with a family, and left only because God’s call required him to leave that security. 

7:30-34 WHEN/After FORTY YEARS had passed THERE APPEARED TO HIM/Moses IN THE WILDERNESS OF/desert near MOUNT SINA/Sinai- Also called Mount Horeb, Ex 3:1-12; 19:11, 18-23; Deu 1:6. AN ANGEL OF THE LORD IN A FLAME/the flames OF FIRE IN A burning BUSH- Note that, as in Ex 3:2, 4, the expressions, the Angel, the Lord’s voice, and the Lord, are used interchangeably so they all refer to the same Person. He may well have been the Lord Jesus Christ. Cp Isa 63:9.

MOSES/he.. WONDERED/was amazed AT THE SIGHT- Horama- A vision, not an ordinary thing seen in the ordinary manner. Ex 3:3. HE.. TO BEHOLD/look more closely- Katanoeo- To study closely so as to understand what was happening and what it meant, as in 11:6; 27:39; Lk 2:9; 4:18; 7:27; 9:2. THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME TO HIM/he heard the Lord’s voice I AM THE GOD OF your FATHERS.. ABRAHAM.. ISAAC.. JACOB..

MOSES TREMBLED with fear AND dared NOT BEHOLD/look- He did not dare to keep staring at the flame. THEN SAID THE LORD.. PUT/take OFF SHOES/sandals.. HOLY GROUND– In ancient Eastern custom shoes were taken off before entering a house as a mark of respect. It was an even more necessary mark of respect when entering any place counted to be holy, set apart to a god. 

I HAVE SEEN, I HAVE indeed SEEN THE AFFLICTION/oppression- In Hebrew the doubling intensified the meaning. God is saying He had studied carefully, paid close attention to, the situation MY PEOPLE are in, and know they are being treated with cruelty. I am concerned about it. Ex 3:7, 8, 10. I HAVE HEARD THEIR GROANING- Or they groan, and I hear their groaning. AND have COME TO DELIVER THEM/set them free. I WILL SEND you back- Apostello- To send with a commission, as God’s spokesman-representative – as recently He had sent Jesus to their descendants. 

7:35-38 THIS MOSES THEY REFUSED/rejected– Emphatic. This is the man Moses they rejected and God, after a long delay, sent back. Just as Jesus rejected by them will be sent back to fulfil the promise of deliverance for Israel, 3:17-23. (And meanwhile sent His Spirit to form the Church.) 
DID GOD SEND/he was sent- In Greek the tense used emphasises the permanent nature of the sending – God’s action in sending Moses was irreversible, it made a great and permanent difference. This is true of the sending of the Son of God, Jesus – their rejection of Him couldn’t frustrate God’s purpose. TO BE A/their RULER AND DELIVERER- Lutrotes– A Deliverer, redeemer, as in LXX Ps 18:4; 77:5. From Luo to loose, set free. Used only here in the NT, but Lutron is in Mt 20:28; Mk 10:45, Lutroo in Lk 24:21; Titus 2:14; 1 Pet 1:18; and Lutrosis in Lk 1:68; 2:38; Heb 9:12. In Ex 6:6, it is God who sets His people free, but God does the work through Moses..

BY THE HAND OF/through- Accompanied by, and depending on the guidance and power of THE ANGEL who APPEARED TO HIM IN THE BUSH BROUGHT/led THEM OUT of Egypt.. WONDERS AND SIGNS- Cp Deu 34:11. Jesus, also, had come with signs and wonders but they had refused Him. When He returns in Glory that will be an irresistible Sign and Wonder. IN.. EGYPT.. RED SEA.. WILDERNESS/desert..

THIS IS THAT MOSES- Again emphatic. This God-appointed Deliverer was also a Prophet. He foretold the coming of another Prophet, who like Moses would completely transform the situation Israel was in, and bring in a new era. This and the warning of the need to obey Him had been applied to Jesus by Peter, 3:22. SAID.. A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD YOUR GOD RAISE.. LIKE.. ME- Deu 18:15. 

WAS IN THE CHURCH/assembly IN THE WILDERNESS/desert- Ekklesia- A called-out group of people. Ek- Out, Klesis- a calling  (Kaleo- To call.) The company of people God had called out to Himself from Egypt into the wilderness, 2 Sam 7:23. LXX uses Ekklesia for Hebrew Qahal in Deu 4:10; 9:10 etc, of Israel gathered to the Lord at Mt Sinai. Christ’s promise to build His Church, Mt 16:18, by calling people to Him from the world began to be fulfilled at Pentecost, and continues to this day. And as with Israel under Moses, the Church under Christ is a pilgrim Ecclesia in the spiritual desert of this world.  

WITH THE ANGEL WHICH SPAKE/who spoke TO HIM IN THE MOUNT SINA/Sinai- Presumably referring to the Son of God who became Jesus. Ex 23:20-26; 33:14; Isa 63:9, speak of God being with Israel, in the angel of His presence, etc. Cp Gal 3:19; Heb 2:2. 

WHO/and he RECEIVED THE LIVELY ORACLES/living words TO GIVE/pass on TO US- The declaration of God’s will for Israel given in the Law. The heathen oracle messages were supposed to come from idol-gods. As those “gods” were dead those oracle-messages were empty and irrelevant. God’s law was the living lasting word of the living-everlasting God, and so it was life-giving, Deu 30:15-20; 32:47; Mt 19:17; Gal 3:10-12. But while the Law makes us aware of life, and in a sense offers life, because we are weak and corrupt, all we can gain from it is a realisation that we are dead. But this is a step towards life in Christ by the indwelling Spirit, Gal 3:10-25. Cp Rom 8:1-4. Moses was a mediator, Gal 3:19. God gave the Law to him, to pass on to Israel - who insisted on staying a safe distance form God, Ex 20:18-19. 

7:39-41 But OUR FATHERS WOULD NOT/refused to OBEY him- In spite of God’s direction and help, Israel disobeyed and rejected Moses, and God whose spokesman he was. BUT/instead THRUST HIM FROM THEM/rejected him.. IN THEIR HEARTS TURNED BACK to EGYPT- Num 14:3. They decided that slavery in Egypt was better than freedom in the wilderness, as that meant trusting God and accepting harsh circumstances when that was His will for their good. In the wilderness they had to live by faith, trusting God to provide for them, often supernaturally, so that they could learn to know Him, Deu 8:2-3. And doing that went against their natural fleshly desires. (“It’s easier to take God’s people out of Egypt than it is to take Egypt out of the hearts of God’s people.”) 
They told AARON, MAKE US GODS TO/who will GO BEFORE US- Images, idols, to represent or be what we worship. Ex 32:1, 23. Israel rejected the image-free spiritual worship that God had given them through Moses. FOR AS FOR THIS fellow MOSES.. WE don’t know WHAT has happened to HIM- The statement was true – he was absent for six weeks/forty days. But the form of the sentence expresses a contemptuous, sneering attitude – “we don’t know, and don’t care!” 

THEY MADE an idol in the form of A CALF.. OFFERED/brought SACRIFICES TO THE IDOL/it- Killed animals in honour of it, as sacrifices to it. AND REJOICED IN/had a celebration in honour of- Euphraino. Used in the LXX for the rejoicing appropriate for the Lord’s feasts. Its use here is a sharp reminder of their idolatry. THE WORKS OF what THEIR OWN HANDS had made- They had followed their own ideas, made their own idol-god, and were happy with what they had done. The folly of worshipping what one had made is pointed out in Isa 40:18-24; 44:12-17; Hos 8:5. 

7:42-43 THEN/But GOD TURNED away AND GAVE THEM UP/over- Cp Rom 1:24, 26, 28. When people stubbornly refuse to listen to God, trust Him, and accept the discipline and blessings He offers them, the time comes when He stops disturbing them. It’s not that He just ceases to act in regard to them. God actively hands them over to receive the consequences of their choices and actions. He has set up the universe, so that people will reap what they sow. When Israel changed their attitude towards Him, the way He treated them changed. His purpose was unchanged, and He had already known what they would do. Cp Ps 106:41; Ezek 5:25-27; Hos 4::17. God won’t save people when they refuse to be saved. He allowed them to suffer the consequences of their evil. Cp Ex 21:13; Lev 26:25; Num 21:3; Deu 1:27. TO WORSHIP THE HOST OF HEAVEN/heavenly bodies. This agrees with what is WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE PROPHETS- The book/scroll which contains the minor prophets. The quote is from LXX Amos 5:25-27. All that is said of Israel worshipping them in the time of Moses was the Law against such worship in Deu 4:19; 17:3. Stephen seems to be linking Israel’s ancient idolatry with the form it took later as recorded in 2 Ki 21:3, 5; 23:4-5; 2 Chr 33:3-5; Jer 7:18; 19:23. 
O HOUSE OF ISRAEL Did you bring.. SACRIFICES and offerings- They had offered sacrifices, and were still offering sacrifices, but unless their hearts were right with God He could not accept them. If their aim in offering was for God to make them rich, or secure, popular or self-righteous, in God’s sight their offering was being made to that thing/that idol. Cp Ps 50:7-15; 51:16-17; Isa 1:10-17; 66:1-4; Hos 6:6; Mt 6:24-25: Col 3:5. Ezek 8-9 speaks of literal idolatry in Jerusalem, and its punishment. The High Priest etc, to whom Stephen was speaking, were offering many sacrifices in a magnificent Temple. But in God’s sight it was idolatry - they were doing everything for selfish reasons, making it a den of thieves, Mt 21:13. Amos was protesting against the externalism of Israel’s worship. God had now by-passed the Temple and brought true worship through the Spirit within reach of all believers, everywhere, Jn 4:23-24.

You TOOK/lifted UP THE TABERNACLE/shrine OF MOLOCH- The original apparently had MLK which the MT wrote as Moloch, the LXX as Melek- King. REMPHAN/Rephan- Stephen quotes LXX. The MT has Chiun. Both are names for the “god” of the planet Saturn, but in different languages. (To add to the confusion the Israelites, as usual, showed their contempt for such gods by adding vowel points from the Hebrew words abomination, and shame!) These variations are not important. Everyone understood that Amos was accusing Israel of idolatry. Stephen is saying that Israel rejected the Lord and His agent Moses, in favour of idols. This sounds harsh, but they did worship the Golden Calf, and Baal Peor, Num 25:1-9. And at Kadesh, Num 14:1-11, if they had stoned Moses, and replaced him with someone else as leader, would they have taken the tabernacle back with them to Egypt?

I WILL CARRY/send YOU AWAY/into exile BEYOND BABYLON- Both the Hebrew and the LXX have beyond Damascus. Of course to be beyond Babylon was a long way beyond Damascus. Amos was prophesying an exile, before Israel was exiled to Assyria, or Judah to Babylon, Amos 1:1. Stephen may be saying something like beyond Damascus (as the prophet said) in fact to Babylon. 

The next section summarises the development of the role of the Tabernacle/Temple in the life of God’s people Israel. Stephen had been accused of preaching against the Holy Place-Temple. It had been the place of God’s saving presence among His people, where all nations could come in prayer, Mk 11:17. The Risen Christ is now the place where all can come to God. In this summary Stephen is reminding them that there hadn’t always been a Temple, and that they shouldn’t be surprised that God had chosen to decree that the Temple was no longer needed. 

7:44-46 OUR FATHERS/forefathers HAD THE TABERNACLE
 OF WITNESS/testimony- Ex 25:16; 27:21; 31:7, 18; Deu 1-5. It was a witness that God was living among His people. The stone tablets of the Law were kept in it so the Tabernacle was a witness to God’s covenant with them. That the Temple wasn’t the original “house of God,” suggested that it may not be God’s permanent dwelling place and witness on earth. 

AS HE/God HAD APPOINTED/directed MOSES.. MAKE IT ACCORDING TO THE FASHION/pattern- Ex 25:9-40. The Tabernacle displayed in material substances a shadow of the spiritual realities of worship in heaven, Heb 8:5; 9:11-14, 23-28; 10:1-22. It was the Tabernacle that was ordained by God’s direct intervention, and He gave the pattern of it to Moses. Modifications were needed to make a permanent temple of stone, and these were revealed to David, 1 Chr 28:11-19, but not with the wealth of detail and direct association with Heavenly things. 
the tabernacle.. BROUGHT IN WITH/under JESUS/Joshua- Their ancestors received the Tabernacle from their fathers and took it with them. INTO THE POSSESSION/when they took the land from the GENTILES/nations GOD drove OUT- The Tabernacle was still functioning at Shiloh in 1 Sam 2:22. The use of the Tabernacle Ark and Altar, continued until David’s time, when he brought the Ark into Jerusalem and put it into a tent there, 2 Sam 6:17. UNTO THE DAYS OF DAVID- It was only under David that the Philistines and all the Canaanite tribes were brought under the control of Israel, so that Israel could be said to posses the land promised to Abraham. 

WHO FOUND/enjoyed God’s favour- Charis- Grace. God’s grace was the cause of David’s spiritual behaviour, and he responded by choosing to live (generally) in a way that pleased God, 1 Sam 16:12; 2 Sam 15:26. DESIRED/asked TO FIND/that he might provide A TABERNACLE/dwelling place FOR THE GOD OF JACOB- He desired to build it, and wished to get God’s approval for doing that, 2 Sam 7:2, 5,7; Ps 131:5. God made it clear that He had not asked for a Temple to be built, and that seems to imply that He permitted it, rather than that He desired it. 

7:47-50 BUT it was SOLOMON who BUILT the HOUSE for him- 1 Ki 5:1-7:51. God accepted the idea of a Temple being built, but David’s necessarily war-like life ruled him out from building it. As often, the fact is stated, without any praise or blame. Solomon was the builder – a man who started well, and then apostasised. A hint that the Temple had a place in God’s purposes but that the present High Priesthood and Temple functioning was apostate – and had now been replaced by Christ in the Heavenly sanctuary itself, Heb 9:1-20. 

THE MOST HIGH- A title used by non-Jews, as well as Jews, to honour God, Gen 14:19-22; Num 24:15; Deu 32:8, etc. It means the highest in importance. does NOT live IN TEMPLES/houses MADE WITH HANDS/by men- The expression was used in a bad sense of idols and temples built for them, as in Ps 115:4; Isa 2:8, etc. His use of the word wouldn’t please the Sanhedrin. Jews were uncomfortable with the fact that their beautiful Temple had been built by the hated and feared Herod. He was of Edomite birth, made king by the Romans - and he had killed his wife (who was from the old Jewish Hasmonean dynasty) and her sons. Solomon built a house for God but God isn’t confined to it, and the use of the Temple isn’t essential in worshiping Him. God in His glory had appeared to Abraham and Moses, quite apart from the Tabernacle or Temple. Paul says the same thing to Gentiles in 17:24. But it would have been a shock to those Jews who thought of the Temple and God being inseparable, and its gold and its sacrifices as most important, Mt 23:16-22. God’s interest wasn’t in outward show of splendour, but in the moral and spiritual condition of men’s lives, Ps 51:16-17; Isa 66:2. 
AS THE PROPHET says- Isa 66:1-2. The prophets warned against the tendency of Jews to rely on sacrifices rather than obedience, and rely on the Temple being in Jerusalem as a guarantee that God wouldn’t allow  the city to fall to an enemy, Isa 1:12-17; Jer 7:1-34; Amos 5:25-27; Micah 3:9-12. HEAVEN IS MY THRONE- God’s natural place is enthroned in heaven. the EARTH MY FOOTSTOOL- Earth has a humbler place in relation to Him, but His loving purposes involve an interest in earth, here and now. Solomon had acknowledged that God cannot be limited to any building, 1 Ki 8:27. Cp Isa 6:1-4.

WHAT kind of HOUSE WILL you BUILD for ME– Nothing any human built could add honour to God. God doesn’t need a Temple, but it had a place in His purposes for Israel. He had insisted that the returned exiles rebuild it, Hag 1:3-18. Though its sacrifices were no longer needed Stephen wasn’t attacking Temple worship, but the mistaken ideas Jews had about the Temple. OR WHAT IS THE PLACE OF MY REST/where will my resting place be– This may mean the place where God offers rest to His people, as well as Himself finds rest. It’s used elsewhere only in Heb 3:11, 18, 4:1, 3, 5, 10, 11, of soul rest, satisfaction, which is now found in Christ. Has NOT MY HAND MADE ALL THESE THINGS- As He is the Creator of everything, including man himself, there is no way in which God can ever be dependent on man, or man can add anything to God and His works – except as a kind father allows his little child to “help” him, etc.

Stephen hadn’t tried to please them and gain an acquittal. His summary of Israel’s history was designed to convince his hearers they were following the sinful rebellion and unbelief of their ancestors who had resisted and rejected God’s messengers. He could see that further reasoning would have only added to their guilt. He abandoned his review of Israel’s resistance to God and His servants, and leaps right down to the present. The Sanhedrin had called him to account for what he may have said about the Temple and the Law. He calls them to account for their attitude towards God and His Servant Jesus. 

7:51-53 You STIFF-NECKED people- The word is used in LXX Ex 33:3, etc to describe the stubborn rebellious attitude of Israel. Cp Rom 10:21..UNCIRCUMCISED IN HEART/hearts AND EARS- The Jews despised the heathen for being uncircumcised. Stephen says that although their bodies have been circumcised their ears are just as closed to God’s message, and their hearts opposed to God, as the hearts and ears of the heathen are. God had said this sort of thing in Ex 23:5; 33:3; Lev 26:41; Deu 9:6; 10:15-17; 13:27; 30:5-6; Judg 14:3; 1 Ki 14:6; 17:6; Isa 52:1; Jer 4:3-4; 5:10; 6;10; 9:26; Ezek 44:7. 

You ALWAYS RESIST THE HOLY Spirit, AS/You are just like YOUR FATHERS DID. Was there.. PROPHETS YOUR FATHERS did not persecute- God’s prophets were popular only when what they said happened to suit the hearers. Whenever they pressed God’s claims against what the people wanted, insults and ill-treatment from God’s rebellious people was usual, Mt 21:33-39; 23:34-30, 37; Lk 11:47-50; 13:34; 1 Th 2:15; Jas 5:6; 1 Pet 3:18; 1 Jn 2:1. The OT doesn’t record persecution happening to ALL the prophets, though it was obvious with Elijah, Jeremiah, Zecharaiah, Urijah, Micaiah, etc, and Jezebel murdered prophets, 1 Ki 18:4; 19:2; 22:27; 2 Chr 24:20-22; Jer 26:23. Even a popular prophet such as Elisha was mocked, 2 Ki 2:23. 

THEY HAVE SLAIN/killed.. those who predicted THE COMING OF THE JUST/Righteous ONE- The One who did God’s will perfectly, both as man, and as Redeemer, Lk 23:47; 2 Cor 5:21. Cp 3:14; 22:14. THE BETRAYERS/betrayed- Used of Judas in Lk 6:16; 2 Tim 3:4. AND MURDERERS/murdered him- Their ancestors had persecuted the prophets, the Sanhedrin had murdered the One to whom they had given witness, who had fulfilled the prophecies. When Peter appealed for the Jews to repent 3:17, he had allowed for ignorance as an element in their sinful rejection of Christ. The Rulers had stubbornly ignored the further evidence, 4:16, and refused to repent. Cp Jn 11:49-53; 19:11. 

You RECEIVED THE LAW BY THE DISPOSITION OF/through ANGELS- The only reference to angels in the giving of the law seems to be Deu 33:2. By the time of Stephen the Jews had developed the idea that angels were directly involved. Stephen’s audience would have agreed with him fully. AND/but HAVE NOT KEPT/obeyed IT- They accused Stephen of discrediting God’s Law. Stephen accuses them of failing to obey it. They insisted on obedience to the details of their interpretation of the Law, and used that to justify their condemnation and crucifixion of God who had given them His Law! See 16:4; 21:4; Ex 12:17; 19:5; 20:6; 31:14; Deu 4:2; Lk 11:28; 18:21. Their ancestors had refused to keep the Law – they had murdered the Law-fulfiller, who was also the Law-giver. 

The Martydom of Stephen

(The reaction of the Sanhedrin to Stephen’s words proved the truth of what he had said. As the Jewish people in the past had rejected and put to death God’s messengers they now rejected his witness and put Stephen to death. In 3:17-26 Peter was still appealing for Israel as a whole to repent, and be ready for the Lord Jesus to return and put the world to rights. This possibility was dropped from their preaching when the stoning of Stephen showed that the nation, under its leaders, were totally refusing to repent. The Gospel would now go out to the Gentiles. Cp 13:46; 28:25-28. Stephen, like Isaiah, was granted a revelation of God, but unlike Isaiah he needed no cleansing, his sins had already been purged. He was granted the first revelation of the Ascended Lord in Glory. Paul and John were the only ones later recorded as seeing Him there, but the Apostles constantly witnessed to the fact that He was there, 2:33; 3:21; 5:31. )

7:54-58 WHEN THEY HEARD THESE THINGS/this THEY WERE CUT TO THE HEART/furious- Not just a sudden flare up - the Greek means a continuing state of fury. Their actions expressed their considered attitude to Christ, His Gospel, and His witnesses. THEY GNASHED.. THEIR TEETH at him.

BUT HE, BEING FULL OF THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit- The Lord had promised special help to His witnesses when they faced courts, Mk 13:11. Stephen experienced this. God in grace reassured him in the face of death by granting him a preview of his welcome into Glory, Mt 25:21; 2 Pet 1:11, which faithful servants will receive, Mt 10:32. LOOKED UP.. SAW THE GLORY OF GOD- The bright shining of God, as in Ex 16:10; 24:16-18; 40:34-35; 1 Ki 8:11, etc. 
JESUS STANDING ON/at THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD- This confirmed the witness Stephen had already given, and was the final challenge to the Sanhedrin – repent-believe-be saved, or die in your sins, shut out from God’s presence forever, Jn 8:21-24. Jesus is usually described as sitting at God’s right hand, Mt 26:64; Mk 14:62; 16:19; Lk 27:68; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2. This symbolises that His work is completed, can never be challenged, and He waits for the final, inevitable outworking of it, 2:34-35. It’s generally understood that Stephen saw Him standing ready to welcome him as His faithful witness. Standing would seem to fit our Lord’s intercession as High Priest, but it’s not stated in Rom 8:34, Heb 4:14-16. Both sitting and standing are symbolic statements of two aspects of our Lord’s present situation. 

BEHOLD/Look.. SEE THE HEAVENS OPENED/heaven open- Not that there was a split in the sky – presumably they were in a roofed room. But that the Heaven where God dwells in glory was made visible to Stephen, the faithful witness to the Lord, and he was given a sight of the reality to which he had been witnessing by faith. THE SON OF MAN- Our Lord used the title as a reminder that He was identified with mankind, truly human, the promised Son of Man, Messiah who would bear our sins, Ezek 4:1-6. And one day come in glory as universal King, Dan 7:13-14; Mt 25:31. This is the only time this title is used apart from the Gospels. STANDING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD- They knew Stephen was speaking of Jesus Christ. They reacted as they had reacted to the Lord’s own statement of the same fact, Mt 26:63-66; Mk 14:62; Lk 22:69. 

THEY CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND STOPPED/covered THEIR EARS, yelling at the top of their voices- That they covered their ears to prevent them hearing Stephen’s God-provided witness showed that their ears were “uncircumcised.” AND RAN UPON HIM/all rushed at him. CAST/dragged HIM OUT OF THE CITY- Cp the men of Nazareth, Lk 4:29, and the stoning of Paul, 14:29. AND STONED/began to stone HIM– Some commentators complain that their actions don’t fit with the rules laid down by the Rabbis in the Mishnah. Here, instead of solemn, formal procedure the Sanhedrin act like a street mob. But the Mishnah was written many years later, and presents an unrealistic a picture of “the good old days,” just as Christians did in writing the lives of ”saints”! Obviously the members of the Sanhedrin were so angry, and determined not to believe the evidence, that they acted as wild animals, not as dignified jurists. They were ALL witnesses, and ALL entitled to throw stones at Stephen, and eager to begin as soon as possible – as soon as they were out of the city gates where making a mess didn’t matter! 

THE WITNESSES LAID THEIR CLOTHES AT A YOUNG MAN’S/the FEET.. named SAUL- Only witnesses were entitled to throw stones, so unless Saul was present in the court he could not join in the stoning. Even if he had heard Stephen’s words, if he was ceremonially unclean – through having touched a dead creature etc – he could not do a holy work such as stoning a blasphemer. He obviously approved of the stoning. And Stephen’s Christ-like attitude and dying words were not wasted on him. 

7.59-60 AND/While THEY STONED/were stoning STEPHEN- He was CALLING UPON GOD, AND SAYING/Stephen prayed LORD JESUS RECEIVE MY SPIRIT- These words remind us that from the very first, Christians knew that Jesus is God. Cp the Lord’s dying words in Lk 23:46. 
HE KNEELED DOWN/fell on his knees- In submission to the will of God and prayerful committal of himself to God’s care as the stones rained upon him. CRIED/out LORD LAY/do NOT hold THIS SIN TO THEIR CHARGE/against them- Cp the Lord’s words in Lk 23:34. This suggests that Stephen experienced the reality spoken of in 2 Cor 3:15-18, that those pre-occupied with the Lord Jesus are transformed by the Holy Spirit into the likeness of the Lord Himself. His prayer was appropriate to Grace, and the Gospel. Mt 5: 44. Zechariah’s prayer, that his murderers might suffer for it, was appropriate under Law, 2 Chr 24:22. 

WHEN HE SAID THIS HE FELL ON SLEEP/asleep- As they were expressing their rejection and hatred of Christ and His witness, and as he was suffering the agony of being bruised and killed, his response was to ask God not to revenge their sin against him. These were the words on his lips as he died. Death, however it comes to the Christian, means that the body falls into inaction – sleep, and the spirit-soul goes to be with Jesus, 2 Cor 5:8. 

8:1-9:31  Persecution and Expansion

(The continuous narrative of the life of the Jerusalem Apostles and Church has ended. Instead we have the stories of Philip, Peter, Saul-Paul, and unnamed Believers. )

8:1-3 Saul Persecutes the Church

(The Church had been established in Jerusalem, but the Christ-rejecters seemed to have triumphed. The witness at Jerusalem was like a fire stamped out and the embers scattered, but, as Gamaliel warned, 5:39, the Spirit of God enabled the scattered saints to witness, and start new fires of witness – churches - throughout Judea and Samaria. The Story of Stephen reminds us that we must not stay under the law and rituals of the OT but move forward into full life in Christ. The story of Philip reminds us that we must not stay under the restrictions of the OT, and the Kingdom it offered, Mt 10:5-11.) 

8:1 SAUL WAS there CONSENTING UNTO/giving approval to HIS DEATH- Anairesis– Killing, rather than simply death. As Paul himself said in Rom 1:32 to approve of sin makes one fully responsible – sometimes more so than those who actually do the sinning. We see the outworking of God’s justice, in that although Paul was forgiven, he himself suffered the punishment that Stephen suffered, to a greater degree. Stoned at Lystra, mobbed at Philippi and imprisoned. Accused of disloyalty to Moses, the holy place and customs, 21:21, 28; 24:6. 
AT/On THAT TIME/day- These words introduce a new era in the life of the church. THERE WAS A GREAT PERSECUTION broke out- Stephen’s death triggered a great outbreak of persecution, led, not by the despised High priests, but by a zealous young Pharisee. The Pharisees’ anger at what they called “Blasphemy” would be readily echoed by the ordinary Israelites to whom the Law, Moses and the Temple were objects of proud loyalty. Saul seems to have led raids on the houses of Christians immediately. No details are given of the nature of the sufferings, the virtues of the sufferers, and the villainy of the persecutors. This is in keeping with the need to pray for enemies, and not retaliate or build up hatred against them, but that it left bitter memories is seen in 1 Th 2:14-16; Heb 10:32-34.

AGAINST THE CHURCH- The Apostles had been taken to court, and beaten, but now any Christian was likely to be attacked. Cp 1 Cor 15:9; Gal 1:13, 23; Phil 3:6; 1 Tim 1:13-15. The Apostles and the Believers had been popular, 2:47; 5:13, but Stephen’s attitude towards the Law brought the opposition of the Pharisees. What he said of the Temple gave the High priests the chance to stir up opposition – they were the guardians of the Temple. The Temple, and the pilgrims it brought to Jerusalem were the source of Jerusalem’s importance and wealth. And they were protected by Roman Law. Cp The reaction of the citizens of Ephesus, 19:23-29. AT JERUSALEM- Until now the witness had been centred there and apparently limited to it. The Apostles seem to have not seen any need to branch out to the wider field of witness the Lord had indicated, 1:8. 

THEY WERE ALL- All isn’t meant to be taken literally as the Apostles remained. As in 2:5, and often in Scripture it means there was a general persecution and scattering. There could be no more gatherings in the Temple courts, 5:12, 42. SCATTERED- Diaspeiro. Dia- Throughout. Speiro- To sow seed. (As in Mt 13:3-4.) It must have seemed an enemy triumph – a bold witness murdered, and Christians scattered like frightened rabbits. But God had His purposes, and He went with them. The Church disappeared from sight. It was driven underground or scattered. The only public evidence of the church’s existence in Jerusalem was the Apostles.

THROUGHOUT.. JUDEA AND SAMARIA EXCEPT THE APOSTLES- Why should the Apostles remain if there were no believers to shepherd and teach? They had been the centre of persecution in 5:17-40, but this was centred on Stephen. And this persecution may have been directed mainly against the Greek-speaking Christians. They were the least enthusiastic about the strict keeping of the details of the Law which would have cut them off from having dealings with the Gentiles. By 9:31 the church seems to have been functioning normally. 

8:2-3 DEVOUT/Godly MEN- Eulabes The word is used of a godly Jew, Simeon, Lk 2:25, so they could have been pious Jews not yet committed to Christ, who respected Stephen’s bold stand. Cp Heb 10:32-38. But it’s used of a Godly Christian Jew, Ananias, 22:12, and it was probably a daring action by Stephen’s Christian friends who were willing to defy the Sanhedrin, and give his body a decent burial. 
That 8:1 says all the Christians were driven out, doesn’t mean that happened before Stephen was buried. In typical OT style one subject is carried to its conclusion – persecution and scattering following the stoning of Stephen. And then the story goes back to the stoning and says what happened to his body. 

CARRIED/buried STEPHEN TO HIS BURIAL AND MADE GREAT LAMENTATION OVER/mourned deeply for HIM- As the Mishneh banned public mourning for those stoned to death after being condemned by the Sanhedrin some argue that Stephen’s stoning could not have been the result of a formal verdict. But the Mishneh was written more than a hundred years later. 

But SAUL MADE HAVOC OF/began to destroy- Lumainomai- To ill-treat, physically, mentally, etc. The Greek word underlying this is used of the ravages of wild animals, etc. The word is used in the LXX 2 Chr 16:10; Isa 65:25; Jer 48:18. It’s in the imperfect tense– was destroying, or working towards the destruction of THE CHURCH. Paul confessed this in 22:4, 19-20; 26:10-11; Gal 1:13; 1 Cor 15:9; 1 Tim 1:13.

ENTERING INTO EVERY/Going from house to HOUSE, he dragged off- Suro- as in 14:19; 17:6; Jn 21:8; Rev 12:4. Angry violent action – houses broken into, people dragged off to trial, beatings, prison, as the Lord had warned would happen, Lk 21:12. The large houses of the wealthy Christians were the meeting places for the Believers – these would be the obvious targets for the persecutors. MEN AND WOMEN.. TO/in PRISON- They would have been dragged before the synagogue courts, and if they refused to deny Christ the men would have been beaten. Their property may have been confiscated, or looted by the mob, Heb 10:32-34. The Sanhedrin could not legally execute anyone, Jn 18:31, (See Heb 12:4), but some may have died while being beaten. As Paul says he gave his vote against them when they were put to death some think he was a member of the Sanhedrin, but it’s more likely that he was referring to 8:1. 

8:4-25 Samaria Evangelised 

(Like Stephen, Philip had been given responsibility for the fair distribution of the welfare funds. But when any work for God is done faithfully, other avenues of service are likely to open up. Philip is an example of the preaching done by the scattered Believers. Luke may have heard the story from him personally, 21:8. Witness so far had been to the Jews only, but Philip broke free from the limitation, and took the Gospel to the Samaritans and they were greatly blessed as a result. The response of Samaritans at Sychar to Jesus, Jn 4:1-42 may have prepared them for the Gospel. That He had been crucified by their old enemies the Jewish Rulers would help to make the Gospel welcome. 

The Samaritans were trying to worship God according to the Law of Moses while rejecting the rest of the OT. This left them further from God than the Jews, and more ready to believe that any wonder-working must be real and of God. Simon had claimed to be a miracle working representative of God – a sort of false Messiah/Christ. God used Philip to work miracles and the Samaritans transferred their loyalty to him and his Gospel message as he worked greater wonders than Simon. 
But they needed to realise that it wasn’t a matter of putting their faith in a wonder-worker. When the Apostles came from Jerusalem the Samaritan converts received the Spirit and were securely bonded with the Jewish Believers. Simon showed what he really was and this made clear the difference between a miracle-working fraud and a real servant of Christ. Cp Mt 7:22-23.)

8:4-8 THEY THAT/Those who WERE/had been SCATTERED- Diaspeiro- Dia- Through, thoroughly Speiro- To sow seed by scattering it over the ground as in Mt 13:3-4. The Believers were scattered abroad to bring the Gospel to many places in Judea and Samaria. WENT EVERYWHERE PREACHNG/preached THE WORD- Euaggelizo Logos. Being scattered didn’t silence their testimony. They were like seed sown by a farmer – the life of the Spirit was in them. The death of Stephen caused a great outspreading of the Gospel. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church” has been true sometimes. 

THEN PHILIP- He is an example of the Believers being scattered, and preaching as they went. WENT DOWN TO THE/a CITY OF/in SAMARIA– The city of Samaria had been destroyed by the Assyrians 2 Ki 17:4-6, but rebuilt by Herod the Great and named Sebaste after the Emperor. (Sebaste is the Greek for Augustus) but its inhabitants were Gentiles rather than Samaritans. As this was a mission to Samaritans the city was probably Shechem, their religious centre, and therefore called the city of Samaria just as Jerusalem was the city of Judea. The important thing is that as commanded-foretold in 1:8 the second stage of the spread of the Gospel witness to Christ began and developed into a general evangelisation of Samaria, 8:25. Samaritans had much in common with Jews, but were bitterly divided from them, by different ancestry and Bible traditions. Samaria would be a haven for Christian refugees as the persecuting Jews had no authority there. 

PREACHED/proclaimed- Kerusso- As a Kerux– Herald. Imperfect tense - while he was preaching the following things happened. the CHRIST UNTO THEM-  He ignored the age-old controversies, and prejudices, and simply proclaimed the Gospel, which offers Christ to all, whatever sides they may have taken in past wars and religious conflicts. He wasn’t proclaiming the Jewish “kingdom of God,” nor the Samaritan one, but the new Ekklesia of Christ. 

8:6-8 AND/When THE PEOPLE/crowds heard Philip and saw.. WITH ONE ACCORD- Homothumadon. As the word is used in 1:14; 2:1, 46. 4:24; 5:12, it suggests that they were being drawn into a close fellowship with each other, by being drawn to Christ Himself, as proclaimed in the Gospel. GAVE HEED UNTO/paid close attention to THINGS PHILIP SPAKE/what he said.. AND THE MIRACLES/miraculous signs HE DID- The startling signs made them pay serious attention to the message Stephen was proclaiming. At the founding stage of the Church the Lord enabled Christian congregations to be established rapidly over a wide area, by this means, Heb 2:2-4. In Israel the miracles worked by the Lord Jesus had already established a clear testimony. But further miracles may have been especially important when pioneering the Gospel in other places such as Samaria, Lycaonia, Ephesus, Phillipi, etc. 

WITH A LOUD VOICE/shrieks UNCLEAN/evil- Akathartos- Unclean, dirty – they were spiritually defiling, making fellowship with God who is Holy impossible. SPIRITS.. CAME OUT OF MANY THAT WERE POSSESSED BY THEM- Cp 5:16; Mk 1:26. Stephen was continuing the work of Jesus his Lord, Lk 4:33-36; 6:18; 7:21; 8:2, 29; 9:42. MANY WITH PALSIES/paralytics, AND.. LAME/cripples WERE HEALED- These were the commonest healings named in Acts, 3:2; 9:33-34; 14:8-10. AND/So THERE WAS GREAT J0Y IN THAT CITY- Joy in the miraculous liberation of many from spiritual and physical sufferings. The faith in Christ and the Gospel that is recorded after this is linked with and resulted from this joy.

8:9-11 A MAN NAMED SIMON
.. USED/had practised SORCERY- Mageuo. The Magi were originally the Priestly caste of Media. The word came to be used of anyone practising any kind of sorcery, often faked – as in our word Magic. BEWITCHED/amazed.. PEOPLE.. GIVING OUT/boasted he WAS.. GREAT ONE- Simon claimed to be an important person in the spiritual world, and impressed people by the wonders he seemed to work. He seems to have claimed he was God’s great representative – as they expected Messiah would be, Jn 4:25. His claim to be the person through whom people could deal with God is contrasted with the Apostles who were what he claimed to be – God’s authorised representatives and spokesmen. 

GAVE HEED/him their attention.. BEWITCHED/amazed THEM WITH SORCERIES/magic- Mageia. This shows the situation before Philip came with the Gospel. If they had not rejected two thirds of the OT the Samaritans would have found in the prophets details of the nature and work of the Messiah that might have kept them from being deceived by a false magician such as Simon. 

8:12-13 BUT WHEN THEY BELIEVED- Pisteuo- To believe, have faith in. So it means they realised that what the preacher said was true. And hopefully that they built on this the believing commitment which is saving faith. PHILIP PREACHING/as he preached.. good news CONCERNING/of THE KINGDOM OF GOD- God’s kingdom-rule, and the name of Jesus are linked in Philip’s Gospel, as all God’s purposes are in the person and work of Christ. Christ had preached God’s Kingdom, Mt 4:17, etc. Now through His Life and Work entry to that Kingdom was being offered in the Gospel, and received by Faith, 2:37-44; Jn 3:3-16. AND THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST THEY WERE BAPTISED- God supported Philip’s preaching with miracles. These caught attention and won people’s hearts to the Gospel, and they were blessed by having their lives transformed. All they had gained from Simon may have been entertainment. 

THEN SIMON HIMSELF BELIEVED- Pisteuo. As in 8:12, but Simon’s words in 8:19 show he stopped short of conviction of sin, and commitment to Christ and salvation. What Philip said made sense to Simon, and he could see that the message fulfilled its promise in the lives of other people, but what he wanted was to gain the privileges and commercial advantages, here on earth, of being a leader in the new community. Like those in Jn 2:23-25, who saw miracles and – for the moment – committed themselves to Jesus, but He, knowing them, didn’t commit Himself to them. Many “decisions for Christ” are like that.

WHEN HE WAS BAPTISED HE CONTINUED WITH followed PHILIP.. WONDERED/astonished at THE great MIRACLES AND SIGNS- Nothing is said about the sincerity of Simon’s profession of faith. But there is a hint that he was interested in the wonders worked by Stephen, rather than concerned about spiritual things. It is only in 8:18-19 that he shows what was in his heart all the time. Not the desire for forgiveness of sins, holiness, fellowship with God in Christ, but a partnership in a successful religious business. He attached himself to Philip, as to a superior magician, and obeyed the command to be baptised. 
Simon Peter & Simon Magus

(The arrival of Peter and John, and the granting of he Holy Spirit in association with them, planted the Samaritan believers firmly into the brotherhood of the visible church, and the body of the invisible Church. Nothing is said about Simon receiving the Spirit. Instead it’s made clear that he wanted to pay money to become a partner with the Apostles. The gift of the Spirit can’t be bought for cash, nor can God’s servants, by the use of church rites, control His being given.)

8:14-16 WHEN THE APOSTLES.. AT/in JERUSALEM HEARD THAT SAMARIA HAD HEARD/accepted- Dechomai– To gladly accept a gift that is offered. THE WORD OF GOD- This is another way of saying that they believed the Gospel message preached to them by Philip, and showed their faith by being baptised, 8:12. THEY SENT.. PETER AND JOHN to them- At Jerusalem they had exercised their responsibility to make disciples, witness to Christ, and demand obedience to His revealed will, Mt 28:18-20. As they remained in Jerusalem probably believers who lived elsewhere would have come to Jerusalem as often as they could to join in the fellowship, and benefit from the teaching etc. This would seem right and natural as all Jews came to the Temple at Jerusalem to worship, and the Rabbis and Sanhedrin at Jerusalem made laws for all Israel. Before Christ’s rejection by the Jews the Apostles had been forbidden to go to Samaria, Mt 10:5. But the risen Lord’s command in, 1:8, made Samaria their next sphere of witness. And in the hands of the Spirit the Hebrew Apostles and the Grecians such as Stephen and Philip each played their part in the development of God’s work. 

WHO.. PRAYED.. THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit. FOR AS YET HE WAS FALLEN/had not yet come UPON NONE/any OF THEM- The Bible teaches that the gift of the Spirit indwelling believers is what regenerates us and makes us God’s children, Christians, Jn 1:12, 3:3-16; Rom 8:1-17, and members of the Church, 1 Cor 12:13. So some Godly Christians, such as Calvin, have argued that this must mean although they had received the Spirit this fact was not demonstrated until the Apostles laid hands on them. Logical doctrinal systems – and Calvinism is the best, i.e. the most thorough of them – always result in denial of some Scriptures, and distortion of God’s truth. God isn’t the prisoner of any doctrinal system.
 He acts in sovereign wisdom and grace. We must accept what He says here, and look for reasons why the process of Salvation by Faith in Christ, normal since Pentecost, was varied here. See Appendix 1.

THEY WERE ONLY/had simply been BAPTISED IN/into- Eis. THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS- Not that they hadn’t had the Father and Spirit named at their baptism – its simply saying that they had been baptised as the Jews had been in 2:38. Apparently into the name was a common expression in the commercial world – a sum of money had been paid “into the name of” Xxy, etc. So it suggests that those baptised had entered into the company of those who belonged to the Lord Jesus. They had been credited to His account, become His property. This idea may have its place alongside the concept of their being spiritually associated WITH and living IN Christ, by the Spirit’s baptism, and which is symbolised by water baptism. Eis indicates destination in Col 1:13. 

8:17-18 Peter and John LAID/placed THEIR HANDS ON THEM- Cp 6:6; 19:1-7; 2 Tim 1:6. AND THEY RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit- Laying hands on someone was primarily a token of fellowship and solidarity, as in 6:3. Here, associated with the gift of the Spirit it was an assurance to the Samaritan believers that they were no longer outsiders but fellow-members of God’s Ekklesia- called out community, the church. The Holy Spirit had succeeded in bringing the descendants of Judah and Israel into one community – which the Jews had tried to do only by military action. Consider Ezek 37:15-19. They received the Holy Spirit in a way that was visible, as unspiritual Simon was convinced that the ability to do so was something with a cash value to him. 

WHEN SIMON SAW THAT the Spirit was given THROUGH/at the LAYING ON OF THE APOSTLES’ HANDS- So the giving and receiving of the Spirit was visible. Nothing is said of the Apostles laying hands on Simon or of his receiving the Spirit. He was interested in becoming a Giver of the Spirit, not a recipient. HE OFFERED THEM MONEY- He had no knowledge of God and no spiritual understanding of what was happening, 8:19-23. He showed no desire for life in fellowship with Christ crucified. Mammon was his god, Mt 6:24. Cp Judas and Ananias and Sapphira. To Simon it was a matter of mastering some new skill or trick of magic, 8:9-11. In the work of Philip and the Apostles he saw greater wonders being done, so, as a godless man he thought they had greater magical powers. And he wanted to add to his stock-in-trade this valuable item - the ability to give people a visible “spiritual” experience. And what he bought with money he expected to use for making considerably more money. (Simony, the sin of using religious matters as a way of making money – the Commercializing of the Gospel – comes from Simon’s name.)

GIVE ME THIS POWER/ability- Exousia- Authority Power. so THAT ON WHOMSOEVER/everyone on whom  I LAY my HANDS.. RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit– As Simon saw it, they were exercising power over or controlling the services of a more powerful demon than he had worked with, and he wished to learn how to manipulate this spiritual power. He totally misunderstood the nature and work of the Holy Spirit. 

8:20-24 BUT PETER SAID/answered THY/may your MONEY PERISH WITH THEE/you- Eis Apoleia- Into destruction, as in Mt 7:13; Rom 9:11; 1 Tim 6:9; Heb 10:39; Rev 17:8, 11. In the LXX OT Apoleia usually refers to the destruction from God that men brought on themselves by sinning. Simon showed no sign of being a believer. He was looking at what was happening through godless eyes. Magic thinks in terms of ritual, etc that might enable one to control spiritual powers. The Gospel deals with God, His Giving in Grace, and His Gift. No human has any ability to control and direct that, Col 2:10-14.

BECAUSE.. THOUGHT THAT you could buy THE GIFT OF GOD- See 2:38; Jn 4:l0. Simon’s thinking is described in 13:10; 1 Tim 6:5. NEITHER/no PART- Meris- A part of a whole thing. NOR LOT/or share- Kleros- A lot, inheritance, given role, or work responsibility, such as Judas had and forfeited, 1:17.  IN THIS MATTER/ministry- Logos- Word, message. In this case the Gospel Message. Simon’s words showed that he hadn’t received or been interested in any sharing in Christ, and the spiritual blessings offered in the Gospel. The indwelling of the Spirit, and the blessings He brings, were unknown to him. Peter said this work is not your sort of thing. Your ideas of what is happening are totally wrong.
HEART IS NOT RIGHT- Euthus- Straight, straightforward, honest. It’s used of being morally and religiously upright, Cp 13:10; Judges 17:6; 21:25; 2 Sam 1:18; 19:6; 1 Ki 11:33, 38; Isa 40: 3-4; Lk 3:4-5; 2 Pet 2:15. IN THE SIGHT OF/before GOD- Like the  “generation” in 2:40 he wasn’t straight with God. He wasn’t a Believer, or sincere seeker. He had no share in the Christian’s experience of Christ, and was still in his sins. 

REPENT.. OF THIS WICKEDNESS AND PRAY GOD/to the Lord, IF PERHAPS he may forgive- Peter used the words repent, be forgiven, in 2:38 as an unconditional Gospel offer and promise. But here what Simon had said showed he knew nothing of the nature of God’s grace and offer in the Gospel, so the statement is made conditional – if perhaps. It was Simon’s only hope, but it seemed unlikely he would repent and receive forgiveness. He didn’t want to receive the Spirit. He wanted to be able to use the power of the Spirit in order to make money. If he was to be forgiven, he would need a change of heart and mind. If he continued in his present direction he would die in his sins and perish with his money. His only hope was to give up his greedy eye for profit, Mk 9:43-48. 

THOU ART/you are IN THE GALL/full OF BITTERNESS– See Deu 29:18 where it describes the bitter consequences of idolatry. Simon’s idol-god was money, Col 3:5. Cp Heb 12:15. Simon’s idea – that the Gospel and the Church could be used to gain power and money – is still a source of bitterness to God and His Church. AND IN THE BONDS OF INIQUITY/captive to sin- The words are used in LXX Isa 58:6. 

SIMON.. SAID, PRAY-YE/you- Masculine plural. He asked Peter and John to pray for him, acknowledging that both shared in what was said and done although only what Peter said is recorded. TO THE LORD FOR ME- He showed no desire to pray to God, no sign of conviction of sin, and no sorrow for his sin. THAT NONE OF THESE THINGS.. COME UPON/may happen to ME- He was worried that there might be bad consequences from Peter’s words. He probably thought of Peter’s words as a curse, and was asking Peter to lift the curse so that he would escape the punishment pronounced. (No doubt he would have been willing to BUY this!) Always the natural man wants others to deal with God for them, Ex 20:19. Our natural self has no desire to come near God, or in fact to have any contact with Him, except to receive blessings from a safe distance. 
8:25 WHEN THEY HAD TESTIFIED AND PREACHED/proclaimed THE WORD OF THE LORD Peter and John.. PREACHED/preaching THE GOSPEL IN MANY VILLAGES OF THE SAMARITANS- When the Lord has granted a break-through – as He had at Samaria - this makes the way ahead clear to us. Nothing is said of their preaching on the way to the Samaritan city. On their way home it came naturally. This is a happy account of the Gospel success in Samaria being linked with the life of the Apostles and Church in Jerusalem. It serves as a sample of the way in which, as promised in 1:8, the Gospel witness, and the resultant Church, was established in Judea, and Samaria. 

8:26-40 Philip & the Ethiopian

(Philip had been the means of a great spiritual awakening in Samaria, and yet the Lord interrupted his work by calling him away to witness to one man, from a far country. And Philip immediately obeyed. Philip left a place of physical and spiritual fertility to go to a desert region. The story is brief, but shows how, under the Holy Spirit’s direction, a seeker after God could step from puzzling over an OT Scripture, into realising that Christ had died for him, and committing Himself to Christ. The Jews had two witnesses that drew Gentiles towards God – the Temple where this man had come to worship, and the Scriptures which he was reading as he went homewards. Unlike all other Temples, there was no image of God in the Jerusalem Temple, but people could come to know Him through reading His Word. God used the temple, and the synagogues where Scripture was read, as a witness to the Gentiles.
 Now, believers in Christ proclaimed that He had fulfilled the OT promises, and urged people to commit themselves to Him by being baptised in His name. The growth of God’s church involves the obedience of Christians to the 1:8 command to witness, But always, God by His Spirit must be allowed to direct that witness and make it effective. )

8:26-27 THE/an ANGEL OF THE LORD SPAKE UNTO/said to PHILIP- God, through an Angel, directed him from Samaria to this new task. The spread of the Gospel was planned and directed by God, 10:3, 19; 11:12; 13:2; 16:8-10, and carried out in fellowship with Him by His obedient servants – and still is. ARISE.. GO- The tense changes – rise up now and continue moving SOUTH- The word usually means midday as in 22:6, but means south in LXX Dan 8:4, 9. (The midday sun was due south from any place in their northern hemisphere.)

to the road.. FROM JERUSALEM to GAZA- Gaza was about 50 miles/80 Kilometres from Jerusalem, and was the most southern town in Israel. All land traffic to and from Egypt went through it. WHICH IS/the DESERT road- The other road to Gaza runs down the coast through fertile country. The inland road through the wilderness would have less traffic, and so be more suitable for a man who wanted to read and think. The Ethiopian probably had enough servants to be safe from robbers.

HE.. WENT/started out.. met an Ethiopian- At that time this was the name of Nubia – the land of the Nile Valley from Aswan up to Khartoum. Meroe was its capital. In ancient times the Ethiopians were sometimes said to be living at the ends of the earth, 1:8, but they were not beyond the reach of God’s love, Ps 68:31-32. EUNUCH- An emasculated man, if its meant literally. High court officials were often chosen from emasculated slaves, as having no children meant that they had no reason for channelling Government funds into setting up their family in positions of wealth and power. They had a position of power and could live in luxury only as long as they pleased their Emperor. But the title Eunuch came to mean generally a court official with a responsible job – dedicated to his job. 

OF GREAT AUTHORITY/important official UNDER CANDACE QUEEN OF THE ETHIOPIANS- Like Pharaoh, Candace/Kandake was the title (not a personal name) of the Queen Mother, who at that time controlled all the secular affairs of the Nubian state. The King was supposed to be the son of the Sun God, and was considered too holy to be involved in anything but spiritual things. WHO HAD THE/in CHARGE OF ALL HER TREASURE/the treasury. 
This man HAD COME TO JERUSALEM TO WORSHIP- He was an important Government official, and interested in the Jewish religion. God required wholeness in those who serve Him. If he was physically a eunuch he could not enjoy the full privileges of being a worshipper of God, Deu 23:1. But God reached out beyond the Law, and assured Godly eunuchs of an honoured future, Isa 56:3-8. If he wasn’t a full proselyte, he was at least a Gentile God-fearer, like the Greeks in Jn 12:20. He was in an unusual situation, and God gave him grace and salvation under unusual circumstances. 
8:28-31 IN HIS CHARIOT- A travelling carriage with room for an extra passenger, and a driver, 8:38. READ/reading.. ESAIAS/Isaiah- This would help to pass the time when travelling on a lonely road. Reading aloud was normal then as ancient languages had to be read syllable by syllable. It helped the reader to read accurately, and it fixed what was read more firmly in the memory. 

THE SPIRIT SAID/told PHILIP GO TO THIS CHARIOT and stay near it- Walk alongside it. He was directed by the Spirit as in 10:19; 13:2. PHILIP RAN up to the chariot AND HEARD HIM READ/the man reading- Anaginosko- To read. The word is literally “To know, and have fellowship with, again.” Every time we read something we are “knowing again” what it says. God has been very good to us in giving His Word to us in writing, so that we can hear what He says afresh, accurately, as often as we choose to read it. Isaiah.. AND SAID UNDERSTANDEST THOU/do you understand- Ginosko- To know personally, have fellowship with, not just Oida- intellectual understanding. 
The words hinted that Philip was eager to explain it to him if he wished to understand it. 

HE SAID HOW CAN I- Dunamai- To have power, be able. EXCEPT/unless SOME MAN/someone GUIDE/explains it- Hodegeo- To guide along the road. It’s used of spiritual guiding in the LXX Ps 5:8; 23:3; 27:11; 73:24; 119:35, and in Mt 15:14; Lk 6:39; Jn 16:13; Rev 7:17. As with travel, so with the Scripture, a guide may help us. The Christians and the Gospel were in a sense known as “the Way,” 9:2; 18:25-26; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22. The Spirit, who guides the Lord’s people, Jn 16:13, guided Philip to come and guide this seeker.
 HE DESIRED/invited PHILIP TO.. SIT WITH HIM. 
8:32-35 The Eunuch was reading this passage from the SCRIPTURE- What follows is LXX Isa 53:7-8. While two verses only are quoted, he would have already read the earlier verses, and would expect Philip to explain the whole passage. His interest isn’t limited to understanding who this unprotesting sufferer was. Although Isa 53 is rarely quoted in the NT its truths lie behind Jn 1:29; 12:38; Rom 3:24-25; 10:16; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 9:22-10:14; 1 Pet 2:21-25; 1 Jn 2:2, etc. 
HE WAS LED AS/like  A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER.. LIKE A LAMB.. is DUMB.. IN HIS HUMILIATION- An appropriate word as being shorn is a humiliating experience - the sheep surrenders without protest to being held down and its protective coat of wool being removed at the pleasure of its owner. Cp Heb 12:2. HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY/he was deprived of justice- This is the first occasion in Acts where the “suffering servant” scriptures are applied to the Lord Jesus. He was deprived of his right to justice, to a fair trial by the wicked rulers who condemned and crucified Him.

WHO SHALL DECLARE/can speak of- In other words – no-one. HIS GENERATION/descendants- Genea– Generation, or descendants. He is killed and so prevented from leaving any descendants. Being killed as a childless man meant there would be no descendants to be talked about. Being lifted up on the cross and as Saviour meant that He would in fact have many spiritual descendants. Or perhaps it refers to the fact that in His evil generation, Genea, as in 2:40, no one would defend him and prevent His being killed. Or that in the generation of people living at the time of his death people wouldn’t talk about Him, praise Him, etc because he died a disgraceful death. 

FOR HIS LIFE IS/was TAKEN FROM THE EARTH- Airo- Lifted up. The Hebrew of Isa 53:8 is specifically cut off from... The LXX translates the Hebrew word as lifted up, only in this one place. So it seems best to understand it as meaning lifted up on the Cross – murdered. He was lifted up as the serpent in Num 21:8-9 had been for men to turn to in faith as the Gospel was preached; Jn 3:14; 12:32. In a different sense He was lifted up in resurrection and ascension to heaven and in sending the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. THE EUNUCH asked PHILIP.. is THE PROPHET speaking about HIMSELF, OR someone else- The nature of the suffering was clear enough. But who was it talking about? Why was this done to him? Why did he patiently accept the injustice? 

PHILIP OPENED HIS MOUTH- In Jewish writing these words are used of solemn and prophetic statements, as in LXX Ex 4:12, 15; Job 33:2; 35:16; Ezek 3:27; 29:21; 33:22. Cp Mt 5:2. This is the first explicit application of the Suffering Servant prophecies to Christ, although it is implied in 3:13, 26; 4:27, 30, where He is referred to as Pais- Servant, Son. Our Lord spoke of His mission in terms of His suffering, Mk 9:12; 10:45, etc. 

BEGAN AT that passage of SCRIPTURE AND PREACHED UNTO/told HIM the good news about JESUS- The Ethiopian would have heard something of Jesus while in Jerusalem. He had been reading about the patient, non-retaliating Messiah, and it would be easy to show how Christ surrendered Himself to injustice, humiliation, and death. And from the other verses of Isa 53 Philip could give a clear picture of the fact that Jesus suffered for our sins, took our place, 1 Cor 15:1-4; 2 Cor 5:21, so that blessing could be ours – a Joy to Him, that we will share with Him forever, Heb 12:1-3; Jude 24. The “Good News” included His resurrection, ascension, the descent of the Spirit, and the offer of forgiveness and life in Christ by the Spirit, granted to all who received Christ, Jn 1:12, 3:2-16, etc. And, as Peter and Paul did, 3:17-18; 13:27-37, Philip could show that in all this Jesus was proved to be the promised Messiah, God’s final word to mankind, Heb 1:1-3. 

8:36-38 THEY CAME UNTO A CERTAIN/to some WATER- After a thunder storm in the hills water would run down a Wadi, and remain in pools for some days. THE EUNUCH SAID.. HERE IS WATER, WHAT DOTH HINDER ME TO/why shouldn’t I BE BAPTISED– Cp 10:47; 11:17, with regard to Cornelius. The answer of Judaism would have been “You can’t be baptised, you are a eunuch.” The Gospel requires only a sincere faith, and commitment to the Lord. Baptism, 2:38 would have been part of the good news of Jesus that Philip had shared with him.

PHILIP SAID, IF THOU BELIEVEST WITH ALL THY HEART.. HE ANSWERED.. I BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD KJV [RT]- The only Greek Mss with this verse in are from the ancient Western Text - the Roman Catholic area, and it’s in their Latin texts. (In other words it is in the Roman Catholic Bible, but not in the Greek Orthodox church Bible.) It isn’t in the Byzantine/Majority text, but Erasmus put it in the [RT] from the Latin Vulgate. Its Greek doesn’t seem Luke’s style, so was probably added by some editor to make the basis of Baptism clear. It’s a neat summary of what the NT teaches in Rom 6, etc, and was probably inserted for that reason, although Luke may have considered it so obviously true that it didn’t need saying. Even if it was added later, and not part of the original text Luke wrote, it gives clear testimony to what was recognised as God’s truth, by the early Christians, and is still a useful summary.

8:38-39 HE COMMANDED/ordered THE CHARIOT TO STAND STILL/stop, AND THEY WENT DOWN BOTH INTO THE WATER.. AND HE/Philip BAPTISED HIM- The Ethiopian stood with Philip in the water, and was put under the water by him (“buried” Rom 6:4) as Jesus had been Mk 1:9-10. No church building, no Apostle. A Christian had witnessed to Christ, 1:8, and the Good News had been believed. He baptised the convert in a wayside pool of water, and the Ethiopian’s servants knew that their master was now a Christian. 

WHEN THEY WERE COME/came UP OUT OF THE WATER, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD CAUGHT/suddenly took AWAY PHILIP away- Harpazo- To snatch away suddenly or violently, as in 23:10; Mt 11:12; 13:19; Jn 6:15; 10:12, 28, 29; 2 Cor 12:2, 4; 1 Th 4:17; Jude 23; Rev 12:5. The Spirit had entered the Ethiopian bringing salvation to him. And He removed Philip so that it was clear that he was no longer needed. Cp 1 Ki 18:12; 2 Ki 2:16; Ezek 11:24. 

THE EUNUCH.. WENT ON HIS WAY REJOICING- The God-given joy in the Spirit, Rom 14:17. By taking Philip away God had demonstrated that the new convert could go on as a Christian without human help. He had part of the OT word of God in his hand, and the Spirit of God in his heart, so he could face future life joyfully. Joy is a normal result of God’s working in the world, 8:8; 13:52 15:3; Lk 1:14; 2:10; 6:23; 8:13; 10:17, 20; 15:5, 7, 10, 32; 19:6, 37; 24:41, 52; Rom 5:11; 14:17; 15:13; Gal 5:22; 1 Th 1:6; 1 Pet 1:8. We don’t know what fruit there was from this convert’s witness. The earliest record of Church history is of a mission to Ethiopia in the 4th century. 

BUT PHILIP/however WAS FOUND/appeared- This suggests that from then on he took up his normal responsibility for what he did, as Peter did in 12:11. AT AZOTUS- The old Philistine city of Ashdod, about 20 miles north of Gaza. PREACHED/preaching the Gospel IN ALL THE CITIES/towns until he reached CAESAREA- A large and important town, the residence of the Roman Governor of Judea-Samaria. There was a large population in this area, mostly Gentiles. The next time we read of Philip was 20 years later when Paul called at Caesarea on his way to Jerusalem, 21:8. The Philistine cities were cursed under the Law, Zeph 2:4-5. Under the Gospel they were evangelised by Philip. Peter evangelised the basically Jewish cities of Lydda and Joppa, in the same area, 9:32-43. 

9:1-31 The Risen Lord meets Saul - His Conversion & Call

(Saul had heard Stephen’s witness to Christ, and in response had set out to stamp out the Christian Gospel, 7:60-8:3. That had been overruled to spread the Gospel, and now God’s Grace in Christ Jesus stopped and converted him. Paul had been out and out for God, and the Law, Phil 3:5-7. His journey to Damascus, as an energetic confident persecutor of Christians fighting to preserve Judaism from a dangerous heresy, and his brilliant career in Judaism was stopped dead. When Jesus from Glory revealed Himself as the Son of God Saul realised that in attacking Christ, the Gospel, and Christians he had been blaspheming God, 26:9-11; Rom 5:10; 1 Cor 15:9; 1 Tim 1:12-17. 

After Pentecost, the conversion and call of Saul was the most important event in Church History, so we read of it in 22:3-21; 26:9-18, and Rom 7:14-8:4; 1 Cor 9:1; 15:8-11; Gal 1:12-23; Phil 3:7-11; 1 Tim 1:11-16, etc. We’re shown clearly that this was an intervention of the grace of God that transformed a self-righteous, proud and self-satisfied man. It provided the basis for a new life, and for a great mission to the Gentiles. Saul hadn’t been an ignorant persecutor. He had understood the Gospel Stephen was preaching, and the changes it demanded of Jews, and hated him, and it. Stephen had looked up to Jesus in Glory and asked that his death not be revenged by God. Jesus in grace revealed Himself to the leading persecutor. This was the best possible answer to Stephen’s prayer as it provided a man to carry out the work he had begun. The issues of conflict between Judaism and the Gospel were still the same. Saul wasn’t. The persecutor became a preacher, Gal 1:22-23. And as Apostle to the Gentiles he would stand alongside Peter, the Apostle to the Jews, Gal 2:8. 
Cp the call of Moses, Ex 3, Samuel, 1 Sam 3:1-10; Elisha, 1 Ki 19:19-21; Isaiah, Isa 6:1-13; Jeremiah Jer 1:4-10, etc.

9:1-2 SAUL, YET/was still BREATHING OUT THREATENINGS/threats AND SLAUGHTER AGAINST THE Lord’s disciples- The story is taken up from 8:3. Saul was keeping up his attacks on Christians, and threatening death to them. Human wisdom would have been to ambush and murder him on the way. What men call “folly" - praying for enemies and persecutors, 7:60, is wiser than human wisdom.

WENT UNTO/to THE HIGH PRIEST DESIRED/asked for LETTERS - As Chairman of the Sanhedrin he would have acted on their behalf, issuing letters in their name, 22:5; 26:10-12. This meant that Saul had the backing of the whole Sanhedrin. TO THE SYNAGOGUES in Damascus- According to the Jewish historian Josephus there were many Jews there. Christian refugees from persecution in Jerusalem would have brought the Gospel, and converts had been won - Ananias had only heard of Paul’s persecutions, not experienced them. 

BRING/take THEM BOUND/as prisoners to JERUSALEM- As the Christian Jews believed that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah, they would be attending synagogues and witnessing to Him there. The letters would say that he had been authorised by the Sanhedrin to arrest Christian Jews and march them to Jerusalem for trial. The Roman Government had given the Sanhedrin some disciplinary authority over the religious life of Jews anywhere in the Roman Empire. Unless they happened to be Roman citizens it seems that the Temple police could arrest them and bring them to Jerusalem for trial before the Sanhedrin. 

IF HE FOUND ANY there OF THIS/who belonged to the WAY- Cp 16:7; 18:25-26; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22; 2 Pet 2:2. A fuller description is the way of Salvation, and the way of God. 16:17; 18:26. The Lord Jesus Himself is the way, Jn 14:6. He taught the way that people should walk, and provided the way of Salvation proclaimed in the Gospel, that enabled people to walk that way with Him. Being a Christian isn’t a stationary, static thing, we’re to follow Christ, do things in fellowship with Him, go places with Him. (Other names used of Christians in this chapter are brothers, those who call on the name of the Lord, disciples, and people of God. 
9:3-6 HE CAME NEAR DAMASCUS on his journey SUDDENLY THERE SHINED ABOUT/flashed around- Periastrapto- Used of lightning flashes. HIM A LIGHT FROM HEAVEN- It was a great light, brighter than noonday sun, 22:6; 26:13. The dazzling brightness, and the voice coming from the sky made it clear that it was God speaking to him. Cp Ex 19:16; Num 14:10-11; 16:19-20; 20:6-7; Ps 78:14; Ezek 1:4, 7, 13; Dan 10:6; Lk 9:29; This was literal, but it could also symbolise the Light and glory of the Gospel, Isa 9:2; 60:1, 19, 20; Micah 7:8; 2 Cor 3:8-11; 4:4-6. 

HE FELL TO THE EARTH, AND HEARD A VOICE say to HIM- Cp God speaking in 7:31; 10:13; Ezek 1:28; Dan 8:17; Lk 3:22; 9:35; Jn 12:28; Rev 1:17. SAUL, SAUL- Repetition of his name adds solemnity and importance to what is said. Cp Gen 22:11; 46:2; Ex 3:4; 1 Sam 3:10; Lk 10:41; 22:31. WHY- The question challenges Saul to consider the whole pattern and purpose of his life. PERSECUTEST THOU/do you persecute ME- To persecute the church was to persecute Christ as it is His body on earth. The Head feels pain anywhere in the body. We all need reminding that what we do to Christians is done to Christ. That the Lord Jesus identified Himself with His people is seen also in Mt 25:40, 45; Eph 1:22-23; 4:15-16. 

HE SAID WHO ART THOU/are you LORD Saul asked- That the revelation came from God was clear to Saul, but who the Agent was, was not clear. THE LORD SAID, I AM JESUS- Saul would have known that Christians called Jesus Lord, 2:34-36; 4:33; 7:59, and he had thought that was blasphemy worthy of death. (Elijah killed those who called Baal “Lord”, 1 Ki 18:39-40.) That the Lord who was speaking to him from the Glory, was Jesus, made Saul realise that instead of being the champion of God-given orthodoxy he had been like Pharaoh fighting against God by persecuting God’s people. Blinded by the sight of Christ in the glory of Heaven, he learns that, as Gamaliel had warned, Acts 5:39. he had been fighting against God.

WHOM THOU PERSECUTEST/you are persecuting he replied- To realise what a shock this would be to Saul we must remember that Saul had viewed Jesus as dead, and he could see no reason why the Gospel should not die with Him. Now Jesus speaks to Saul, and asks him why he was persecuting the One who was his Messiah, and Judge, and his only hope of salvation. This is a clear testimony to the fact of the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, and that He is God, and closely involved with the life of His people. Paul says  that the discovery that Jesus was alive was the origin of his Christian life, 1 Cor 9:1; 15:8; Gal 1:15-16; Phil 3:7-11. 

IT IS HARD FOR THEE TO KICK AGAINST THE PRICKS [RT] KJV- These words are in 26:14 in all Mss, but do not occur here in the Greek Mss so are omitted from the Majority Text. Erasmus translated them from the Latin Mss into Greek, and added them, and they continued in the [RT]. AND HE TREMBLING AND ASTONISHED SAID LORD WHAT WILT THOU HAVE ME TO DO- This is in all Mss of 22:10, and many Mss have it here also. Saul now puts himself at the disposal of Jesus Christ, and God reverts to His normal method of using human agents – those Saul had come to punish – to tell him what to do.

THE LORD SAID.. ARISE/get up, AND GO INTO THE CITY- Now that the Lord Jesus had revealed Himself to  Saul he was to get up and do what the Lord tells him to do, one step at a time. And when God saw the time was appropriate He would send someone to Saul with further orders. IT SHALL/you will BE TOLD THEE WHAT THOU/you MUST DO- Dei– It is necessary, the right, logical thing to do. Someone there will tell you what you must do. 

9:7-9 THE MEN THAT JOURNEYED/travelling WITH HIM/Paul STOOD there SPEECHLESS- With nothing to say to Saul, and no desire to interfere. This isn’t surprising as they had at first fallen to the ground at the shock of the flash of dazzling light, 26:14.

HEARING A VOICE/they heard the sound- Akouo phone– In 22:9 the same Greek words are used to say that Saul’s companions didn’t hear the voice. Those who don’t want to listen to God, claim this is a contradiction, and use it as an excuse to ignore what God is saying to them as they read. To hear a voice and understand what is said is the usual meaning, but in Mt 24:31; Jn 3:8; 1 Cor 14:7, 8; Rev 1:15; 6:1; 9:9; 18:22 it means to hear the sound of the voice, without getting the message spoken. The form of the Greek words would mean that in classical Greek. Luke doesn’t always follow the rules of classical Greek, but makes it clear that all recognised that something supernatural happened, but only one person, Saul, understood. God can speak so that although others are aware that something happened, only those He wishes to speak to get the message, Dan 10:7; Jn 12:29.

BUT SEEING NO MAN/did not see anyone- They saw the light, but only Saul saw Jesus, 9:17, 27; 22:14; 26:16; 1 Cor 9:1; 15:5-8; Gal 1:16. SAUL AROSE/got up FROM THE EARTH/ground.. HE SAW NO MAN/could see nothing- We needn’t see this as a punishment. But it would be obvious to his band of soldiers as THEY LED HIM BY THE HAND.. into DAMASCUS that the powerful persecutor was now powerless. Saul himself had now no desire to carry out his intended purpose but he must wait in the darkness of sightlessness until God was ready to give him his new purpose for living. 
HE WAS THREE DAYS WITHOUT SIGHT/blind, AND DID not EAT or DRINK anything- The reason for this isn’t given. He would have been shocked and dis-oriented by the amazing revelation – it wasn’t the sort of experience that could be followed by sitting down to enjoy food and drink. He was praying, 9:11, and fasting was a sign of the earnestness of his repentance, and his sincere desire to know God’s will, and to do it as it was made clear to him. The story is a dramatic one, but told in simple factual terms, and the transformation of Saul bears solid witness to the reality of what happened. 

Ananias & Saul

(Saul is commissioned to serve God, quite apart from the Jerusalem Apostles, Gal 1:11-24. The shock of the change is made clear, and all his life Paul lived and preached sharply aware that all he was and did, grew out of God’s grace to him at this time, 1 Cor 9:1; 15:8; Gal 1:11-17; 1 Tim 1:12-13.) 

9:10-12 THERE WAS A CERTAIN DISCIPLE- An ordinary follower of Jesus was chosen, to start one of Christ’s greatest servants, the Apostle Paul, on his path of life and service. Christ the greatest of all, took the humblest place, and was exalted to the highest, Jn 13:1-17; Phil 2:6-11. And He delights to show what He can accomplish in and through the least important of humans, 1 Cor 1:18-2:5. In that sense there are no “ordinary Christians” as we are all God’s children, called to live as His sons and daughters, by His Spirit, Rom 8:1-39. Each of us plays our part in fulfilling His purposes, as we in His love carry out the tasks He gives us, Rom 5:5; 1 Cor 13:1-3; Eph 4:15-16. The early church flourished without a hierarchy of Bishops, priests, clergy, etc. As in Phil 1:1, the churches were made up of Saints (people God had set apart to Himself.) Some of them were Bishops (elders-overseers in the local churches), and some were deacons (people with recognised responsibilities) in those churches. There were also men with outstanding callings and gifts – apostles, prophets, evangelists, miracle-workers, pastor-teachers, but the other Christians didn’t sit around applauding them. They went everywhere preaching the word, 8:4, doing what the Lord told them to do and making use of the opportunities that came to them. Cp Dorcas, 9:36, Aquila and Priscilla, 18:26. 

     We need God to raise up gifted leadership in the church today. But each of us needs to do what we can in our weakness, in glad, obedient fellowship with our Lord. That is OUR part, and as we do that the Lord may be able to do HIS part, raise up gifted leaders. When too much is left to too few, God’s work is crippled. (Rev Sydney Smith’s explanation of why the work of the early Methodists flourished didn’t give the credit to Wesley and Whitefield, but to the ordinary Believers – he said “They’re at it all the time, and they’re all at it.”) 

NAMED ANANIAS- In Hebrew Hananiah- The Lord is gracious, or shows grace. TO HIM SAID THE LORD called to him IN A VISION- A supernatural experience in which God reveals something to a person. It seemed to be like a dream, but happened when the person was awake. Cp visions in 9:12; 10:3, 9-19; 11:5; 16:9-10; 18:9. ANANIAS.. SAID, BEHOLD I AM HERE/Yes LORD he answered-As Samuel said, 1 Sam 3.

THE LORD SAID/told HIM, ARISE.. GO.. STREET CALLED STRAIGHT- A main street that still runs straight across the city between the East and West gates. In Roman times it had pillars on either side, and great porches at the gates. ENQUIRE IN/Go to THE HOUSE OF JUDAS.. ask FOR ONE/a man from Tarsus.. SAUL.. BEHOLD/for HE PRAYETH/is praying- This suggests that Ananias would be welcomed as an answer to Saul’s praying.

IN A VISION he has seen A MAN NAMED ANANIAS COMING IN/come- To assure him that Ananias was the agent the Lord Jesus was sending God had revealed this to Saul while he was praying and fasting, 9:9. PUTTING/place HIS HAND/hands ON HIM, THAT HE MIGHT RECEIVE/to restore HIS SIGHT

9:13-14 ANANIAS ANSWERED, LORD I HAVE HEARD MANY reports about THIS MAN- I have heard often, and from many people. HOW MUCH EVIL/all the harm HE HAS DONE TO THE/your SAINTS- Hagios- The people God has set apart for Himself, to live holy lives – live in fellowship with Him. Ananias knew this from those who had been driven from Jerusalem by Saul. (In Acts Hagios is used of the Spirit, 1:2, etc, Christ, 3:14, etc, the prophets 3:21; the Temple 6:13; and to the ground near the burning bush, 7:33. It is used of the Christians, here, and in 9:32; 26:10. 

AT JERUSALEM AND he has come.. with AUTHORITY.. TO BIND/arrest ALL WHO CALL ON THY/your NAME- An alternative name for the Believers. They were the people who pray to the Lord, trust and obey Him, and are saved by Him, 2:21, etc. 

9:15-16 BUT THE LORD SAID.. GO THY WAY God treats His servants as friends, so that they can share His goals and purposes, Jn 15:9-17. The Lord listens patiently as Ananias tells his fears, and, reassures him with the facts. He then repeats the order and Ananias obeys intelligently and trustingly. 

HE/this man IS A/my CHOSEN VESSEL/instrument- Skeuos- A vessel or instrument, something which has a useful function that it was fitted for. The human body was thought of as the vessel of the human soul-spirit. The Bible speaks of God as a Creator-potter preparing people for His service, Isa 45:9-13; Jer 18:1-10; Rom 9:15, 23; 2 Cor 4:7; 1 Th 4:3-4; 2 Tim 2:20-21. The words are the Jewish way of saying this is the person I have chosen to use to do a work for me. God had prepared and fitted Saul for a special work. Cp Rom 1:1-5; Gal 1:1-5. He was now taking him up for that work by sending Ananias to tell him what that work was. The Lord assures Ananias that He knows what He is doing, and that obedience is required of him. Ananias had known of Saul the persecutor. The Lord revealed him to Ananias as Paul the chosen witnessing ambassador, 2 Cor 5:11-21. May God open our eyes to see others as He sees them, and use us to open their eyes to see His will and take up their role in His purposes. 

TO BEAR/carry MY NAME- To make me known. To make people understand who I am, and what I want them to do – the sort of things my name Jesus, Christ, and Lord, tells about me. BEFORE THE GENTILES- Rom 1:13-14. The non-Jewish peoples were to be Paul’s special sphere of service, and God would enable him to do that work well. AND their KINGS- Agrippa, 26:1, and Caesar, 25:11-12; 28:19. AND.. ISRAEL- Saul would be used to bring the Gospel to the Jews, but always beyond them would be the main goal – the nations of the world. This would mean that rejection by the Jews would not block the progress of the Gospel. Cp 13:16-48; 28:23-289. 

FOR I- Emphasised, I myself. Saul would not have to rely only on what Ananias had to say. God Himself would be involved, and would make sure Saul got the understanding of his situation and work that God saw to be necessary. WILL SHOW HIM HOW GREAT THINGS/much HE MUST SUFFER FOR MY NAMES SAKE/name- Saul was being given a great and important work to do as the representative of Jesus Christ crucified. And being identified with Him would naturally result in suffering, 5:41; 21:13; ; Lk 6:22; 21:12-17; 2 Cor 5:14-21; 11:23-27. Fellowship with Christ here and now in suffering would mean fellowship with the Lord in glory, Mt 5:11-12; Rom 8:17; 2 Tim 2:12. (Everyone reaps what he sows, Gal 6:8, etc so there may be a connection between the persecution Saul inflicted on others, and the persecution that he suffered. If so, he accepted it as an act of Grace towards him- Phil 3:10-11; 2 Cor 12:10, etc.)

9:17-18 ANANIAS.. PUTTING/placing HIS HANDS ON HIM/Saul HE SAID BROTHER SAUL- Ananias believed what God had told him, and by faith called Saul Brother. Placing hands on him may have symbolised that Saul was receiving healing, as in 28:8; Lk 4:40; 13:13, but it certainly was a gesture of fellowship welcoming him as a brother in Jesus Christ. 

THE LORD, EVEN JESUS- Or Jesus Himself, an emphatic statement that reminds Saul that this visit and instruction had been promised, 9:6. WHO APPEARED UNTO/to THEE/you- Or whom you saw. IN THE WAY/on the road– Like Stephen, in 7:56, in the light blazing from Heaven Saul had seen the Lord Jesus in Glory. This qualified him to be an Apostle, 1 Cor 9:1; 15:8. 
SENT ME THAT.. RECEIVE SIGHT/you might see again- Sending a human agent gave Saul the chance to witness to a fellow Believer of the faith he now had in Jesus. The restoration of Saul’s sight was a powerful demonstration that God was fulfilling His promise that the Holy Spirit would be granted to him. 

BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY Spirit- Have God the Holy Spirit come into him to make him a member of Christ’s body-church, 1:5; 1 Cor 12:13, and to guide, control and empower him to witness etc, 1:8. Cp 2:4; 4:8, 31; 6:3, 5, 8; 7:55; 11:24. The Samaritans had to wait until Jews – the Apostles Peter or John - laid hands on them to receive the Spirit. This established a bridge between former enemies. Saul might have been tempted to dash into a ministry for God that was independent of the existing church. If so it was wholesome for him to have to depend on one of the Christians he had been persecuting. And it ensured that he began his spiritual life in fellowship with the already existing church and Believers. 

IMMEDIATELY THERE FELL FROM HIS EYES/something like SCALES fell from Saul’s eyes- Perhaps physical, his eyes having been gummed up by the weeping of the light-damaged eyes? Or simply an effect that paralleled the removal of an eye covering. It was true of him spiritually as well as physically that he had been blind, and that now he could see, and knew that to be true, Jn 9:25. HE RECEIVED SIGHT FORTHWITH/he could see again. AROSE/got up AND WAS BAPTISED– By people he had come to arrest, with the possibility that they would be killed as Stephen had been, with Saul’s approval. Saul’s new faith and commitment was now public knowledge. 

9:19-25 Saul Witnesses in Damascus & Jerusalem

(This brief summary, doesn’t fit neatly into the other brief summary given in Gal 1:15-24. It would have been easy for the second record to have been copied from the earlier one. But both Luke and Paul were recording only the facts which were appropriate to the books of Acts and Galatians. Each should be read and understood exactly as it is written, although it can be helpful to look for ways in which the given facts can be fitted together and understood as a unit. But, as almost everything that must have happened isn’t recorded we shouldn’t spend much time on that.)

9:19-21 WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED MEAT/after taking some food, HE WAS STRENGTHENED/he regained his strength- Saul, having had his first meal for three days, began to feel stronger. THEN.. spent several DAYS WITH THE DISCIPLES- They opened their hearts and homes to Saul. People can become Christians, by calling on the Lord to save them without the company or help of Christians. But once saved, the new life moves us to seek fellowship with those who, like us, have been born of God. We have by the Spirit been united with them, 1 Cor 12:13. 

STRAIGHTWAY/At once HE PREACHED/began to preach- Kerusso- To proclaim as a herald. He set about proclaiming the Gospel as an eager and effective preacher. He didn’t take a course of instruction in the Christian Faith, and then begin cautiously to preach it. He had been fighting against it, marshalling arguments against the Gospel as he tried to compel Christians to curse Christ, 26:11. He couldn’t have hated it so bitterly, and opposed it effectively without knowing the essential truths. Now that Christ had revealed Himself to Saul, Saul was able at once to proclaim the faith he had tried to destroy, Gal 1:23. He had heard enough of the Gospel from Stephen to have rejoiced at his being murdered. So he may have had in some ways a better understanding of the Gospel than Peter had until after the conversion of Cornelius. This brief period of preaching seems to have been followed by Saul’s retreat into Arabia, from which he returned to Damascus, Gal 1:17. His time spent in Arabia would have enabled the Lord to equip him with a full understanding of the Gospel, without his depending on the Jerusalem Apostles for information, Gal 1:13-20. (That, like Moses, Elijah and Christ, he spent time in the wilderness isn’t mentioned by Luke, as it wasn’t part of the history of the public life of the church. 

CHRIST IN THE SYNAGOGUES- This became Saul/Paul’s regular custom, 13:14-15; 14:1; 17:1-2, 10; 18:4, 19; 19:8. THAT HE/Jesus IS THE SON OF GOD- This was his personal testimony to what he had learned in the vision on the way to Damascus. (This is the only time in Acts where the title Son of God is used of Jesus, although the quote from Ps 2, in 13:33-35 implies it.) Saul was an energetic and forthright character, and he promptly and bluntly proclaimed the heart of the Gospel, the reason for his conversion and his changed relationship with the Christians. We may receive moral help and encouragement from hearing of the life and death of Jesus, and by keeping company with those who know, love and serve Him. But we remain dead to God, and eternal life unto we recognise and confess that Jesus is Lord, the Son of God. 

ALL WHO HEARD.. AMAZED/astonished.. IS NOT THIS HE the man THAT DESTROYED/who raised havoc- Portheo- To ruin by laying waste, pillage, destroy. Used also in Gal 1:13, 23. those THAT CALLED ON THIS NAME IN JERUSALEM.. CAME.. THAT HE MIGHT BRING/take THEM.. to THE CHIEF PRIESTS

9:22-23 SAUL INCREASED/grew.. more powerful- Endunamoo. In ability power, as promised in 1:8. Not talking of his physical strength, but his strength in proclaiming the Gospel convincingly, and showing that it was the fulfillment of all that the Jews had treasured in their OT heritage. Paul’s preaching was convincing more and more people, would be another way to say this. Some express surprise that Saul, having been told that he was to be a witness to the Gentiles, should start by witnessing in the synagogues. But in the synagogues were the Gentiles most easily reached with the Gospel – God-fearers drawn to the moral and spiritual values proclaimed in the OT readings and teachings in the synagogue, and yet held back from becoming Jews by the requirement of circumcision, keeping food laws etc. Synagogue preaching was often the way Paul fulfilled his mission to the Gentiles. 
CONFOUNDED/baffled THE JEWS THAT DWELT AT/living in DAMASCUS- This is the first time that the non-Christian Jews are referred to simply as the Jews. They are often called that in Paul’s Epistles. By PROVING- Sumbibazo– Putting together. Taking the statements of the OT prophecies, and putting them alongside the facts of Christ’s actions, words and experiences, and showing that they matched – which proved He was the Messiah. Paul, Apollos, and no doubt others did this in synagogues wherever they went and had the opportunity, 13:14-15; 14:1; 17:1-2, 10, 17; 18:4, 19, 26; 19:8. THAT THIS/Jesus IS VERY/the CHRIST- The Jews couldn’t counter his arguments. But even when the Gospel is presented in logically convincing ways, and heart conviction is granted from the Holy Spirit, men are still free to continue in their rebellion against God and the Gospel. And these did so. Paul expressed his strong convictions – securely based on his experience of having seen the Lord and been spoken to from Glory – and impressed these strongly on his hearers. That Jesus is the Christ, and that He is the Son of God, 9:20 are two aspects of the Messiahship of Christ based on the OT. E.g. Ps 2:2, 7, 12. Fuller understanding of the nature of His Sonship is shown in Jn 1:1-15; Phil 2:1-11, but that Jesus is the Son of God was clearly taught soon after the founding of the church. 

AFTER MANY DAYS WERE FULFILLED/had gone by- Three years or more if it included the years he spent in Arabia. What follows seems to have happened after his return, while Aretas, King of Arabia was occupying Damascus, 2 Cor 11:32, during a conflict he had with Herod Antipas, because Herod had divorced his wife – a sister of King Aretas. This may be the reason for the fact that no Roman coins have been found that were struck in Damascus between AD 32-62. THE JEWS TOOK COUNSEL/conspired TO KILL HIM- To them he was a renegade, turncoat, apostate. That his gifts and leadership ability had been transferred from their side to the opposition made him an object of hatred. 

9:24-25 THEIR LAYING AWAIT WAS KNOWN OF/But SAUL learned of the plan- Saul got to hear of the plot. AND THEY WATCHED/kept close watch- Paratereo The word is used of the Jews’ hostile watching of Jesus in Lk 6:7; 14:1; 20:20. on THE city GATES, NIGHT AND DAY in order TO KILL HIM- From 2 Cor 11:32 we know that the official guards were watching at the city gates, ready to arrest him if he tried to leave the town. Groups of Jews waited there to kill him.

THEN THE/But his DISCIPLES/followers- This is the only occasion where people are said to be followers of Saul/Paul, or of any other Christian leader. Later Paul was careful to discourage any loyalty to himself other than loyalty to Christ and himself as Christ’s servant, 1 Cor 1:12-17. But here it simply means that of those who heard him debate in the Synagogues some agreed with him and took steps to prevent him being murdered. 

TOOK HIM BY NIGHT AND LET HIM DOWN/lowered him IN A BASKET through an opening in the wall- A window, or a battlement gap. On a moonless or cloudy night a safe exit wouldn’t be a problem as there was no street lighting, etc. Cp Rahab and the spies, Josh 2:15. A humiliating exit to match his humiliating entrance into Damascus 9:8. He took it gladly as a gesture of fellowship with the Lord whose grace He now knew and valued, 2 Cor 8:9. Saul’s friends risked persecution for him. And Saul the fearless was willing to look like a coward by accepting guidance from them, rather than put their lives to risk with his own, or put his work for God to risk. Cp 19:30-31.

9:26-31 Saul Visits Jerusalem

(As with Damascus, this brief summary of the visit to Jerusalem and the equally brief summary in Galatians overlap, rather than fit neatly together – and leave out the information needed to give us the full picture. In Galatians Paul is emphasising the fact that his Gospel wasn’t received from the Jerusalem Apostles, but from the Lord directly. This made him an independent, confirming witness to the truths of the Gospel. Here Luke is writing from the point of view of the growing church, and makes clear that Saul and some of the Jerusalem Apostles had met, appreciated each other, and parted convinced that their spheres of work were, in the purposes of God, different. The Lord ordered Paul out, 22:17-21, and the Jerusalem church helped him to leave safely. Luke closes with the reassuring thought that throughout the times of peace and times of persecution for the church, the Work of God continues to triumph through the strengthening power of the Holy Spirit, 9:31. )

9:26-27 WHEN SAUL came TO JERUSALEM- The most dangerous place for him to visit, and the place where his witness to the reality of his conversion, and assurance that Jesus was the Lord in glory would be most effective. HE ASSAYED/tried TO JOIN THE DISCIPLES- As in 9:19. Saul was eager to have fellowship with God’s people, a sure sign of someone having life in Christ, 4:23; 1 Jn 3:14. 

THEY WERE ALL AFRAID OF HIM, AND BELIEVED NOT/not believing THAT HE really WAS A DISCIPLE- Some suggest that Paul’s time in Arabia must have come after this visit, as the three years delay should have given time for news of his conversion to have reached Jerusalem. But brief stays – a few weeks each time - in Damascus before and after the time spent in Arabia could well leave the Jerusalem Believers unconvinced that Saul was no longer a threat to them. 

BUT BARNABAS- An open-hearted, generous brother, 4:36. BROUGHT HIM TO THE APOSTLES- From Gal 1:19 we learn that only Peter and James the Lord’s brother – who was regarded as being the equivalent of an Apostle - were in Jerusalem at the time. (If this isn’t the Gal 1:19 visit we don’t know how the two visits are related.)
DECLARED UNTO/He told THEM HOW HE/Saul on his journey HAD SEEN THE LORD- Barnabas may have had this information from contacts with Damascus, or he was willing to risk his neck for the Lord’s sake by listening to Saul, and was convinced. Those of us who have met total strangers, talked with them about the Lord and His word, and prayed together, have found it is amazing how quickly the witness of the Spirit in our hearts gives us confidence in one another. To us the experience of Saul and Barnabas rings true. 

THAT HE/the Lord HAD SPOKEN UNTO/to HIM AND HE HAD PREACHED BOLDLY/fearlessly- Parrhesia- To speak plainly and boldly, as in 9:28; 14:3; 18:26; 19:8; 26:26. He spoke confidently knowing that Jesus and  the Gospel were important whether the hearers were pleased or not. IN DAMASCUS IN THE NAME OF JESUS

9:28-29 Saul stayed WITH THEM COMING IN AND GOING OUT/and moved about freely in JERUSALEM- The words mean that he was happy to be seen with the Christians, and moved about the town freely to preach anywhere ignoring the fact that he might be in danger. Saul was accepted as a Brother in Christ, and while, like Stephen, he probably preached the Gospel with a different emphasis from theirs they were happy to have fellowship with him in Christ, 1 Cor 15:1-11; Gal 2:6-10. 

HE SPAKE/speaking BOLDLY IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS- He had the right to speak boldly as he had met the Lord and been commissioned by Him, 9:27-28. DISPUTED AGAINST/debated with- Imperfect tense. He was in the habit if doing it. THE GRECIANS/Grecian Jews- Those with whom Stephen had argued, 6:9-10. His skill in debating against Christ, and Stephen’s witness, now turned to proclaiming Christ. This would be difficult for his former friends to counter, and most exasperating to them. His success in showing convincingly that Christ and the Gospel were the fulfilment of the expectations raised by the prophecies about Messiah, had the same effect as with Stephen. 
THEY WENT ABOUT/tried TO SLAY/kill HIM- Literally “put their hands to killing him.” They were looking for ways to kill him. In 22:17-21 we read that he wished to stay in Jerusalem but the Lord commanded him to leave as his work lay elsewhere. Paul’s obedience to his Lord and Saviour was used by God to bring others to saving faith and obedience, Rom 11:23; 16:15-21. 

9:30-31 WHEN THE brothers KNEW/learned of this THEY BROUGHT/took HIM DOWN TO CAESAREA- They were concerned for his welfare as a brother in Christ, but would also realise that he was a threat to the tolerance with which they were currently treated by the authorities. SENT HIM FORTH/off TO TARSUS- Saul’s birthplace, 22:3. 

THEN HAD THE CHURCHES/church- Some of the Greek Mss have the Church- viewing all the local church congregations formed after the scattering of the Jerusalem Church, 8:4, as a single unit. Others have Churches – viewing them each as a separate unit, as Paul did when he wrote Gal 1:22; 1 Th 2:14. REST/enjoyed a time of peace- Eirene. The conversion of the leader of those persecuting the Christians checked the persecutors. They may have been less sure they were on God’s side, less sure they could succeed in stamping out the church. Their hatred now focussed on Saul, and with his removal they were content to leave the Christians alone for a while. 

EDIFIED/strengthened- Oikodomeo-  Built up, as in Rom 14:19; 15:2; 1 Cor 8:1; 10:23; 14:4, 17, 26; 2 Cor 10:8; 12:19; 1 Th 5:11. WALKING IN, THE FEAR OF THE LORD- Living day by day so as to please Him and have fellowship with Him. Cp 2:42; 19:17; Ps 18:9; 33:11; 110:11; Prov 1:7; 8:13; 10:27; Lk 1:65; 2:9; 5:26; 7:16; 8:37, and especially Phil 2:12-15.

IN THE COMFORT/encouraged- Paraklesis – The help etc given by one called alongside, as in 4:36; 13:15; 15:31; Rom 15:4, 5; 1 Cor 14:3; 2 Cor 1:3, 4, 5, 6, 7; Phil 2:1; 2 Th 2:16; Heb 6:18, etc. OF/by THE HOLY Spirit- The encouragement given by the Holy Spirit, His guidance, support, etc is noted throughout Acts. WERE MULTIPLIED/grew in numbers- Built up in Christ individually and collectively, by the Spirit’s work, and so being yielded to Him were effective in presenting the Gospel, 1:8. (As with 2:42-47; 4:32-35; 5:12-16; 6:1, this sums up progress before recording the next forward step – the Gospel winning Gentiles, and the Lord adding them to the Church. This, and the work of Stephen and Philip, lays the foundation for Paul’s further outreach to the Gentiles, in fellowship with the Jewish church centred in Jerusalem.)

Appendix   The Samaritans & their Reception of the Holy Spirit

The Jews had no dealings with Samaritans, Jn 4:9. When a Samaritan village wouldn't receive Christ His disciples wanted to call down fire on them, Lk 9:51-56. Samaria was Ephraim’s land and there was jealousy and quarrelling - Israel vs Judah – in David’s time, 2 Sam 19:41-20:1. In the time of Rehoboam, Jeroboam set up a separate state of Israel with worship centred on Golden Calves at Bethel, instead of the Jerusalem Temple 1 Ki 11-13. Israel had turned so far from God that He allowed Shalmaneser to destroy Samaria and carry the King and upper class Israelites into exile. He repopulated Samaria with idolaters, although later he sent an apostate Israelite priest to teach them, 2 Ki 17.22-24 Later Hezekiah invited remaining Israelites to come to Jerusalem and keep the Passover, some did, and others mocked, 2 Chr 30. Judah was exiled, but when they returned the Samaritans volunteered to help them rebuild the Lord’s Temple. The Jews refused as Samaritan worship of the Lord was mixed with idolatry, Ezra 4. Enmity continued. 

Early in the 400 year gap between Malachi and Matthew the Samaritans gave up idolatry, and lived by the five books of Moses. They built their own temple on Mt Gerizim, instead of joining the Jews at Jerusalem. And after the Jewish ruler John Hyrcanus destroyed it about 100 years before Christ they still worshipped at that holy site on Mt Gerizim, Jn 4:20. I’ve read that their High Priest still sacrifices a Lamb there at Passover. Jew and Samaritan both claimed to be worshipping the true God as decreed by Moses, and both were proud of doing that. 

Our Lord protested against religious hatred and showed grace towards Samaritans, as objects of God’s love, and examples of it, Lk 10:30-37; 17:11-19; Jn 4. Yet He made clear that Salvation is from the Jews, Jn 4:22. For the Samaritans to be saved, they must accept this, and it was appropriate that their first, and visible reception of the Spirit was in association with Jewish Apostles of Jesus, from Jerusalem. This fulfilled the Lord’s promise that each believer, anywhere, would have a well of living water in them, Jn 4:14. And be enabled to satisfy God’s heart by worshipping Him in Spirit and in Truth, Jn 4:21-24, with every Believer being responsible to keep their body-temple holy, 1 Cor 6:19-20. 

Why was the Holy Spirit not given until the Apostles laid hands on the Samaritan Believers? God has not told us, so we dare not be dogmatic. But it is God’s will that we meditate on Scriptures, Josh 1:8; Ps 1:2; 119:15, 48; 1 Tim 4:15, including puzzling things 1 Pet 1:10-12. And seek to understand them in the light of ALL Scripture, and the guidance of the Author of Scripture, the Holy Spirit, Jn 16:12-15. 2 Pet 1:20-21. We must be reluctant to differ from others, and bring all our thoughts to the light, as we live and walk with others by the light we have received, Jn 3:21; 8:12; 12:35-36; Phil 3:15-16; 1 Jn 1:3-7.

Those who think the church can’t function without Apostles, Bishops etc have suggested that hearing the Gospel from Philip, believing in Christ, and being baptised wasn’t sufficient for Salvation without the involvement of Apostles. But they weren’t involved in 8:26-40 and the Ethiopian was saved. Cornelius and the other Gentiles received the Holy Spirit without any hands being laid on them. And in the earliest Christian writings (the Didache and Justin Martyr) nothing is said of hands being laid on converts so that they would receive the Spirit. Col 2:11 makes it clear that no human action can bring Salvation to anyone – the Lord Himself, by His Spirit, Jn 3:3-7, 1 Cor 12:13, does that invisibly.

Barett comments that in Acts Luke gives us four occasions of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and each is with a group with different religious status. So, in being visibly added to the Church, each is dealt with in a rather different way appropriate to their need. There is only one basis of Salvation – faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet at this transitional stage, (the founding stage of the Church. God’s new people on earth) the recorded details of the accession of new groups to that church show differences in their treatment. 

The Holy Spirit fell visibly on the Lord’s disciples in Jerusalem, at Pentecost. But not visibly on those who, as Peter preached, were convicted that Jesus who had been crucified at the demand of the Rulers and citizens of Jerusalem, was the Messiah. Before they received the Spirit these Jerusalem Jews were required to repent and show that repentance - make a definite break with the old order, and its leadership - by being baptised in the name of Jesus who had been crucified by those rulers, 2:38. They had to give up placing the Temple, its priests, the law and its Rabbis first in their lives, and reverse the demand to Crucify Jesus! They had to commit themselves to Jesus Christ and be baptised in His name. Cp Paul in 22:16. 

It’s useful to ask ourselves what problems might have arisen if the Holy Spirit had been granted to Samaritan converts, without any association with, or dependence on, the Apostles of the Jerusalem church. As noted earlier Jews and Samaritans had rival systems and places for the worship of God, and had been separated by mutual hatred and bitterness, for generations. If the Samaritans had received the Holy Spirit direct from God, it would have been easy for a Samaritan church to have been set up in opposition to the Jerusalem-based Church made up of Jews. And the feuding between Jew and Samaritan could have continued. (Even when godly men separated themselves from sectarian strife and proclaimed that all Believers in Christ everywhere were to be received as Brothers, their pride soon shattered them into feuding groups.)

The first accession of the half-Jewish Samaritans seems to have required a special action that demonstrated for all time that Samaritan Believers were truly God’s children, in fellowship with the Jews who were already members of Christ’s church. From 8:18 it’s clear that the Holy Spirit was given visibly – presumably as at Pentecost in Jerusalem.

The Samaritans who had for generations been at enmity with the Jews were required to wait until the Jewish Apostles laid hands on them. This required grace on the part of the Apostles – they had viewed the Samaritans as unclean, alien heretics, and now must touch them and ask God to bless them as their brothers in Christ. And it required grace on the part of the Samaritans who had to receive the Holy Spirit through the grace, touch, and prayer of the Jewish Apostles. God allowed no basis for the idea of the Samaritans forming a separate Samaritan church. The Church the Lord Jesus Christ builds is HIS church, in which the relationship of members to Him is the one essential, and that relationship commits all of us into a brotherly relationship with every other Believer. 

Within 40 years God would demonstrate to everyone that neither the Temple in Jerusalem, nor the site of the Temple on Mt Gerizim was the place where He must be worshipped – but the Samaritans were being reminded that Salvation, and Christ the Saviour was from the Jews, Jn 4:22; Rom 1:1-3, etc. And in line with the whole Jewish OT, not merely the Pentateuch. The events in Samaria were so ordered by God to deal a fatal blow to Jewish pride, and Samaritan pride, so as to leave no basis for separate, separatist Jewish and Samaritan churches. 

Cornelius, etc, received the Spirit while listening to Peter, 10:44-48. So the Jerusalem Believers were unable to disown Gentile converts, 11:1-18. And the Gospel-ignorant disciples of John at Ephesus, who had not even heard of the Spirit, received Him visibly as soon as they were baptised into the Name of Jesus. 19:1-6. Their situation is less clear than that of the other three groups, but perhaps it needed to be demonstrated that it was turning from John to Jesus that made a difference in their state with God?

I as a Gentile like Cornelius, and unlike Jews, Samaritans and Disciples of John, had no claim on God before conversion. So like Cornelius I heard the Gospel, believed it, believed in Christ, and received Him, and was baptised invisibly by the Spirit, 1 Cor 12:13. I was later baptised in water as a Believer. Today God is calling out of the Gentiles a people for His Name, and I am playing my part in this work, Rev 22:17. I am witnessing to Christ, 1:8; Mt 28:18-20, that forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit is promised to all who believe, Rom 8:1-16; 1 Cor 12:13.
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� As a modern Jew Pinchas Lapide wrote “The Resurrection of Jesus” P.16 "It took a minority of Jews to say YES to him, and the majority to say NO, to drive the history of Salvation beyond the particularism of Judaism into the universal horizon of the Nations." �





� Of course the two groups overlapped. Paul was a Grecian Jew in that he could present the Gospel using acceptable Greek ideas at Athens, 17:16-34. Yet was a Hebrew, Phil 3:5, and presented the Gospel in Jewish terms in synagogues, and defended his actions in Hebrew/Aramaic, 22:2. 





� Often in Scripture such statements need to be understood as being less than absolute. Every nation under Heaven, 2:5 means all the surrounding countries. So this is saying that selfish individualism was checked, people generally were willing to share.





� While the atoning death of Jesus Christ was essential for our Salvation, it was the Resurrection of Jesus Christ that the Disciples concentrated on proclaiming. Everyone knew that Christ had died. Only the disciples had seen Him after He rose. It was only when their hearers were convinced Jesus had risen that they could begin to grasp God’s purposes in the death of their Messiah. 


� If individuals give money directly to the poor, there is a risk that the poor may depend on a few rich individuals, or the covetous poor may get help from several givers without those givers knowing. For long term needs it was wiser to have help given to ALL the poor from one source. And by laying the gift at the feet of the Apostles, as the Lord’s representatives, it was given to the Lord, and received by the poor as from the Lord, and He was praised and glorified. Cp 2 Cor 9:10-15. Bringing our every action, thought, emotion and word into the Lord’s hands sweetens and prospers it. 





� Some are surprised that this Godly Levite was a landowner. In God’s will, the Lord and His service was to have been the inheritance of the Levites, Deu 12:12; 14:29; Josh 14:3-4; 18:7. The Law set out the ideal of God’s order. History records the reality - that the Israelites generally failed to pay tithes to them meant that the Priests and Levites had to provide for themselves and neglect their spiritual duties. They were owning and selling land in Jer 32:6-15. Cp 2 Chr 31:4; Neh 10:37-39, and Neh 11:18-20; 13:10-14. 


� God doesn’t always kill hypocrites – if He did I wouldn't be alive. It seems that the 1st occasion of some sin God may step in with a drastic punishment, and have the story recorded for us as a lesson for all time! Cain is a warning to all who feel like murdering. Esau selling his birthright for soup, and missing his blessing. Rebekah and Jacob lying to get the blessing, and being separated for life. Miriam criticising Moses, became a Leper briefly, Num 12:1-15. Nadab and Abihu, and Korah tried to improve on God's way of worship, Lev 10:1-2; Num 16:1-35. Achan stole from God, Josh 7:1-25. Uzzah, acted as if God couldn’t look after His Ark, 2 Sam 6:6-7. King Uzziah, usurped the priesthood, 2 Chr 26:16-23, etc. All these are recorded as warning lessons for us, Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:11.


Is severe punishment for the 1st offender an effective system? In 1957 I tried it with my school class of 8 year olds. Children of that age always scribbled on rulers, pencils, etc so when I began the year with a new class I strapped the first boy I saw scribbling. And told the class why he had been punished. Rulers stayed unusually clean for the rest of the year. A trivial fault cured by punishing severely the 1st offender. That convinced me that the system worked, but I didn’t do it again, as to punish every kind of fault is counter-productive. But parents etc shouldn’t let bad habits get entrenched before tackling them. IF something does have to be ruled out, stop it before it becomes a habit.





� The personal application is clear, but I’m less sure how it should be applied to congregations. Revival is essential, or the Lord’s work dwindles and dies. But should we decide to “have a Revival” and hire a speaker who can whip up an emotional atmosphere in which people respond to appeals to come forward and decide for Christ or dedicate their lives to Him? “Evangelise or Fossilise,” is true, but when “evangelising” with children or adults that aims at decisions for Christ becomes a routine, pretence and hypocrisy is the result. While we've no right to make it a routine, God has the right to guide speakers to do things that way sometimes. And the same is true of routinely asking people “Are you saved?” and processing people through a “steps to Christ” system. Should we talk freely of having God’s guidance in everything we do, and claim we have a message from God for other people? I have a fear of talking beyond the reality, but isn’t a reluctance to acknowledge God’s goodness and guidance a worse danger? 


Unless Believers and Congregations are enthusiastic their witness is ineffective, but when this becomes a mere show of enthusiasm it’s hypocrisy. Fifty years ago I read some magazines from a Pentecostal Church.” They were full of confident enthusiasm such as “We’re delighted to report that our church members throughout the country have this month shown their true Pentecostal generosity by donating to Foreign Missions $….” Naming a sum less than 10% of the amount our small Linwood congregation sent to Missionaries each month. Yet, lacking confident enthusiasm, we are still a small Assembly, and that boasting church numbers ten times what it did then, and many of them live “born again” lives. God still prefers the enthusiastic rashness of David, to Solomon's self-protective wisdom, Ecc 5:1-6. We dare not seek growth by abandoning truths or principles of Scripture. But we must pray earnestly, putting ourselves into the Lord’s hands to walk with Him in obedient fellowship. And take all the joy and blessing and reproof He offers, valuing what He gives us and using it well. 





� Satan- The Evil One, Mt 13:19; Mk 4:15. He has his kingdom, angels and children (in opposition to God’s ones) Mt 12:26; 25:41; 1 Jn 3:10. He seems to have been expelled from Heaven as a result of the work of Jesus, Lk 10:18; Jn 12:31; Col 2:14; Rev 12:9, but is this world’s prince and god, Jn 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor 4:4. Cp Eph 2:2. He is identified with the serpent who deceived Eve, 2 Cor 11:3, and deceives the nations in Rev 12:9; 20:2. Other names are used of him in 10:38; 13:10; Mt 12:24; Lk 11:15. 


� In saying, Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple, Lk 14:33, the Lord is stating a principle – when we put ourselves into the Lord’s hands for Salvation, we, and all we own, become His. In some countries when a man becomes a Christian, his wife and children are taken from him by the relatives. The unmarried believing man or woman is the Lord’s property, with no obligation to please anyone but Him, 1 Cor 6:19-20; 7:32-34. If they choose to marry, they also belong to their husband/wife, 1 Cor 7:3-5, and should do so in thankfulness to the Lord and enjoying His blessing on them, 1 Tim 4:1-5. So with our material possessions, absolute ownership is the Lord’s. We continue to possess and use them, sell and use the price, etc, as a stewardship to Him, His work, and His people. As Peter reminded Ananias, we have the freedom and responsibility to choose, and in the last resort are answerable only to the Lord for the choices we make. 





� Ananias and Sapphira may not have been believers. They may have been impressed by the miracles, and felt it would be a good thing to belong to this new happy group. But if they had continued with the Believers their attitudes could have corrupted the church and their actions discredited the Lord Jesus. 5:13-14 says that as a result of their death only converts dared to join the fellowship.





� This sounds arrogant, and Christians sometimes have taken a sinfully arrogant attitude towards Government. But, as in 4:19-20 Peter’s attitude wasn’t despising Government, but because God loomed so large and real in his thinking. Christians exercised their rights as citizens, 16:37; 21:39; 22:25-28; 23 17-21; 25:10-11. They knew they must not rebel, but even when wronged by Government enmity, they must do good to, and pray for Rulers, Mt 5:44; Lk 6:27-28, 1 Tim 2:1-2; 1 Pet 34-35, but not bribe them, 24:26. It was inevitable that as Christianity expanded it would clash with established authorities who resented any challenge. This was especially true in Jerusalem where the religious leaders were also the secular government – under the Romans. The Gospel requires us to respect and obey the secular authorities, and be generally good citizens as set out in Rom 13:1-8. 





� Gooding comments that many churches have ceased to believe that God can convert sinners through the preaching of the Gospel. Their “Christian witness” is limited to handing out material comforts, and emotional counselling, so that the Godless can live more comfortably without God. And instead of vigorous exposition of Scripture, challenging their congregations to grow in Christ and live above the problems of human life, they assume that modern man can’t put up with that. They reduce time spent in Bible teaching to brief sessions designed to meet social and emotional needs, and entertain the comfortably unspiritual so that the Gospel “pill,” can be swallowed almost without realising anything of its content. 





� In this were they not like Godly people today, who have been reared in families and congregations where God’s Word is thought of in terms of the language of the KJV. And God’s work thought of only in terms of the Gospel and Worship meetings their parents described in the happy days of long ago. And as a result keep themselves in the security of being fenced into the old ways. And lament that the world has become so wicked that no one fights their way through the barriers, comes into Gospel meetings, understands the message as speaking to their needs, is converted, and is miraculously made at home in the atmosphere of 100 years ago that has been faithfully maintained.





� Before the cross the Apostles had argued over who was most important, Mk 9:34; Lk 22:24. Now they were selflessly concerned with the good of the whole fellowship. Instead of laying down the Law, they exercised their leadership in encouraging thoughtful participation by the church as a whole. They stated the requirements for leadership in the church as being spirituality, and wise common sense. (Some have one, and lack the other, and so are unsuited to responsibility in a large congregation.) Those selected may well have been selected by the Apostles without the delay, but by involving others in the selection spiritual growth was encouraged. And they laid down principles for Godly leadership for us today.





� Some point out that in the OT Jacob laid hands in blessing on Ephraim and Manasseh, Gen 48:14. And the receiving of specific gifts for specific tasks can’t be ruled out in view of Paul’s words in 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6. Ritualists see the laying on of hands as conveying office, power, etc. It is Biblical to see the human action as being associated with God’s action in appointing people as elders, deacons, evangelists, pastors, etc. A recognising that people are doing that work because God has called, fitted, and is using them in that role. 





� The way the Temple functioned under apostate leadership had been criticised by Prophets as a hindrance to spiritual worship, Isa 1:11-18; 58:1-10; 66:1-3; Jer 14:10-12, etc. Only those whose eyes were on the externals of wealth and visible glory could believe that the Temple built by Edomite Herod, and ruled by an agnostic High priest (a greedy puppet of the Romans, who had engineered the murder of God’s Son.) was a worthy symbol of God’s presence and power. The Christian has bread and wine as a symbol for Christ’s body given and blood shed, and we rejoice that indeed our sins have been atoned for, and taken away forever by the blood of Christ offered once for all, Heb 9:12-14; 10:12-14; 13:12. Christ is the High priest, for all His people, and as all Believers are priests we need no human priest to stand between us and God, 1 Pet 2:5, 9; 13:14-16; Rev 1:6; 5:10.





� Jewish rabbis argued over reasons for the different statement – 400 and 430 years - as we can. Finality is impossible. Gen 15:16 calls this 400 years, the 4th generation. As Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born 4 generations that far apart would be 400 years. Ex 6:16-20 makes Moses the 4th generation from Joseph’s brother Levi, but that seems to be an abbreviation, as 10 generations are listed in 1 Chr 7:22-27 from Ephraim, Joseph’s son to Joshua, and 10 generations of 40 years would give 400. Some Rabbis said it was 400 years from the birth of Isaac to the Exodus. Gal 3:17 says it was 430 years from the promise of Gen 12:2. Others say 430 years in Egypt, 400 years affliction after the death of Joseph. 





� Explanations include: 66 came down into Egypt at Joseph’s invitation and MT adds Joseph, his wife, and 2 sons = 70. The LXX adds sons and grandsons of Joseph’s sons Ephraim and Manasseh = 75. (One of the Hebrew Mss at Qmran has 75.) Some Rabbis say 75, but as 5 died childless in Egypt that makes the 70. Some say that the 70 descendants excludes Jacob but includes Jochebed born as they entered Egypt, etc. 





� One Jewish tradition said this. Jerome wrote that in his day a tomb at Shechem was said to contain the bodies of the 12 patriarchs. Other traditions said that the other sons of Jacob were buried at Hebron, but against that was a strong tradition that only Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, (and Adam!) were buried there, with their wives. The mention of Shechem would not please the Sanhedrin, but could be part of the challenge to their view of God and His dealings being limited to Jerusalem? Cp Our Lord’s mention of Naaman, etc in Lk 4:24-28. 





� Sinful human natures respond badly to God’s message – don’t understand it, 7:25, refuse to live at peace, 7:7, reject it, 7:39; prefer useless idols to a merciful God and His will, 7:41. God always has kind purposes, 7:32; hears His people’s cries, 7:34, comes to deliver, 7:34, leads from death to life, 7:36. Or reluctantly lets them have their own way when they wilfully reject Him 7:42, Mt 23:37.





� Stephen, and the writer of Hebrews, 8:1-5 start with the Tabernacle as the original “house of God” modelled on Heavenly principles, and associated with Moses who was far more godly than Solomon. The Tabernacle in the wilderness is a better foreshadowing of the life of the Church. The Temple may be matched with the Kingdom of Christ the Son of David. Cp Ezekiel’s vision of a future Temple. 





� In the case of Christ, they confessed they had no right to enforce the death penalty, Jn 18:31, but their action at that time had been well planned, and had started from the basis of a cautious attitude, Not on the feast day.. Mt 26:4-5. This was a sudden, reckless, violent action, and they weren’t likely to have problems with the Romans that they couldn’t patch up. At worst it would mean a change of High priest as it did when the Sanhedrin killed James the Lord’s brother years later. They could claim to be acting under their authority to protect the Temple, although even if the accusation against Stephen could have been proved, it was hardly such a threat. 





� The Sanhedrin regulations written much later decreed that only when corpses were reduced to bones could they be allowed to go to the family tomb. But the Law commanded that even the worst criminals be buried before the day was out, Deu 21:22-23.





� Barnabas and Ananaias were contrasting types of welfare givers. Philip and Simon were contrasting types of wonder-working preachers. In the world of the time the pagan religions had lost the people’s confidence. Some pagans turned to Philosophers who provided an intellectual alternative. Others turned to mystery religions offering secret powers, or to wonder-working “saviours” astrologers, exorcists, healers, spiritists, fortune tellers etc. Often they were money hungry cheats, rather than wise men such as those in Mt 2:1-12. Cp 13:6-11; 16:16-20; 19:13-16 and the Lord’s warnings in Mt 7:15; 24:11, 24; Mk 13:22. 





� In stories about the early church Simon is said to be the first Heretic, founder of Gnosticism etc. But in Scripture he is merely a man who used sorcery in order to make money. The use of religion in order to gain power and wealth is contrary to Christ and the Gospel, 13:6-11; 16:16-24; 19:13-20, 23-40; Mt 21:12-13. 





� The order of events, or the order in which they are mentioned, is generally unimportant. (Heart Faith and Mouth Confession are given in reverse order in Rom 10:8-11, and both are summed up as calling upon the name of the Lord. ) There is no “Systematic Theology” in God’s Word, and the attempt to make one risks our ignoring some of what God has to say, and imagining that ONE human system of organising Scripture truths is God’s truth. When we do that we replace the Living, flexible Word of God by a dead system that divides us from those who use other systems. And instead of a lively search for God’s will in dependence on the Holy Spirit, we settle into a deadening set of supposedly “orthodox” beliefs and practices. Proud to imagine that we know what God meant even though He chose not to make that, or any other meaning clear.





� Judaism still witnesses that there is One God, and to the ethical and social obligations set out in the OT. But it has no way to deal with sin, and no power of God’s indwelling Spirit to transform lives. It rejected them, in rejecting Christ, Mt 23:39. From the first, the Church insisted on the holiness of God, and the need for His people to conform to His standards and will, but unlike the Pharisees they didn’t preach themselves and demand that others live up to the standard of their personal righteousness – they preached Christ crucified, 2 Cor 4:5. As Gooding says, when the Church follows the example of the Jews and ceases to proclaim salvation for sinners in Christ crucified and risen, and limits its work to ethics and welfare care, it ceases to be God’s witness in the world. 





� Understanding of Scripture, or other writings, has several levels. What do the words say? What does it mean - what truth is it meant to convey? What is God saying to me as I read it? What are the spiritual consequences? How does it affect my walk with God and man? 





� The OT isn’t self-explanatory. One can’t simply begin with the OT and understand about the Lord Jesus and the Gospel. Once we know Him we can find truths concerning Him throughout the OT, and much of it makes sense only in Him. What we read in Isaiah etc declares the purposes of God, but leaves many questions unanswered. The teaching our Lord gave in Lk 24:45-48, showed that in His life, death and resurrection we can see in flesh and blood, the solid reality that answers the questions, and declares the power and the Glory of God’s prophesied purpose. Philip could explain that what the prophet had written, had been fulfilled by Jesus Christ in His Atoning Death and resurrection. And that His Gospel-Good news of this, offered Salvation to all who received Him. 





� Some older Jewish commentators applied Isa 53 to the Messiah. But as Christians applied it to Jesus, and it was a strong witness, Jewish rabbis increasingly applied it to Israel – and deleted Isa 52:13-53:12 from the synagogue readings, although the passages before it and after it were included in them. Jews still sing on the Day of Atonement this 9th century hymn based on Isa 53:


Our righteous Messiah has departed from us,    We are horror stricken and there is none to justify us,


Our iniquities and the yoke of our transgressions,  He carries, and is wounded for our transgressions,


He bears on His shoulders our sins,  To find pardon for our sins,  May we be healed by His stripes. 





� John’s baptism symbolised repentance and a desire to live a better, more God-honouring life, 13:24; 19:4. Christian Baptism was practised from the first day of the Church, 2:38 as a declaration of commitment to Christ, and identification with Him in His Death, Burial, and Resurrection, Rom 6:1-21; 1 Pet 20:21. It followed straight after conversion, 2:41; 8:12, 36-38; 9:18; 16:33; Those who had been born again of the Spirit, and by Him baptised into the body of Christ, His Church, symbolised this visibly by baptism in water, and joining the local church fellowship. That water baptism, without the Spirit’s work had no saving effect is seen in the case of Simon, 8:13, 21-23. McDonald suggests baptism is associated with the forgiveness of sins, only with Jews, 2:38; 22:16, as Jews needed to dis-associate themselves with the Jewish murder of their Messiah, and that was the specific sin public baptism dealt with. 





� God had appeared in His Glory, to Abraham, and moved him from his natural sphere, into a sphere of spiritual blessing. Saul was startled out of his natural sphere – violent Phariseeism, anti- Jesus Christ and anti-Gospel, with the Glorious appearing to him of Christ from Glory. Abraham’s call had established Israel in its land, and later through Moses they had been walled off from the Nations by the law. Stephen’s witness, and Saul’s call reversed this, and sent Saul, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, and God’s people generally out from Jerusalem into all the world with the demand for repentance and the universal offer of forgiveness and life in Christ. And so fulfilled the promise of universal blessing made to Abraham, Gal 3:6-11, 22-29, etc. 





� This reminds us that we shouldn’t pass quick judgments on people, or let our prejudices blind us to future possibilities. Humans are complex beings. As Head teacher I placed a difficult class no teacher had liked, under the care of an enthusiastic, idealistic young teacher, and within three months they started to be what he viewed them as being. I found it wise for teachers to have new pupils in their class for some weeks before seeing their records. At least half of the pupils who had bad records weren’t a problem when their teacher didn’t know they had been problems! When dealing with people it is sinful folly for us to leave the will of God, and the grace of God out of our calculations.





� Israel was called God’s son in Ex 4:22; Deu 32:6; Jer 31:9 Hos 11:1. It is used of Israel’s King, especially of Messiah Israel’s ideal king, 2 Sam 7:14; Ps 2:7; 89:26-29. That at this time some Jews regarded Messiah as being in some sense God’s Son is shown by the High priests question, Mk 14:61. His sonship was shown in his perfect obedience to God, Jn 8:25-29, His being the ultimate Revealer of God, Heb 1:1-3; and in His being God’s authorised Agent, Mt 17:5. 
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