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David - the Flawed Messiah

Messiah is the English form of the Hebrew word Mashiach- Anointed one. In Booklet 1. we saw God raise up David and have him anointed as king to demonstrate some aspects of Messianic Kingship. And noted that He did this in preparation for the Coming of Christ the King. From the pinnacle of chapter 7 we saw how, step by step, David fell short of the Ideal. As we work our way through Booklet II it becomes more and more obvious that no mere human – even someone as gifted and graced as David – could ever be the person, or do the work that would fulfil God’s eternal purposes. Messiah will be a descendant of David. But Messiah must also be Someone infinitely more than that.

13:1-20:26 Consequences of David’s Sin – Amnon & Absalom

David’s sin with Bath Sheba had led to the death of the son she had borne to him. In these chapters we see David reaping a further harvest as Murder and Sexual sin mar his household. This was a natural outworking of the fact that he himself had chosen such sins. Apart from the bad example he had set his sons, consciousness of his own sin seems to have robbed him of the confidence he needed in order to act in righteous judgment that would have cut short the evil. David had abused his position of power and ruthlessly satisfied his desire for a beautiful woman in spite of the fact that he was breaking God’s law. Amnon with such a parental example ruthlessly raped his beautiful half sister, and disowned any responsibility for her. He sinned in secret in his own home, but the disgraceful action would become known and end in death. Both women suffered grief as a result. David didn’t act in Judgment on Amnon, so Absalom did. Absalom rebelled and took David's concubines - Adonijah wanted his father's concubine.

There is little creditable in these chapters, and we may well ask why God put them in His Word. The answer to all such questions is given in 1 Cor 10:11. We are living in the age when God's purposes have reached their fulfilment. He has given us in the completed Scriptures inspiring EXAMPLES, and solemn WARNINGS. We have no excuse for blundering into the same traps that they did as we've been shown what happened to them.

The 1st warning is as in Gal 6:7-8 That we can’t fool God – we will reap what we sow. **1 These chapters show us King David and others reaping what they had sown. We daren't fool around with life. Everything has lasting results. The footprints we leave are set in concrete. What you put into the stew is what you get out of it. Those to whom God has granted Grace and gifts particularly must be on guard against selfish or self-indulgent use of them. David had used his personal charm and leadership position to acquire a number of wives, which meant a palace household of half-brothers and half-sisters growing up together with time on their hands. That set the scene from which the sins developed as a natural consequence,

The 2nd warning is that Leaders must lead. If they make wrong decisions there will be problems and disappointments. If they take the easy way, and let things drift as David did with his family, the problems and disappointments will be far worse. If parents don't lead in the home, and instead let the children do what they like so as to avoid conflict, there’ll be worse problems and conflicts. And it will be the same if Elders in the Church are unwilling to be deeply concerned in prayer, and unwilling to intervene when the Lord wants them to.

David seems to have done nothing when Amnon sinned so blatantly. Perhaps he thought "I'm not perfect, I'm a sinner myself, so I can't punish his sin." Not being perfect is no excuse for not obeying God. But it’s a good reason for acting sympathetically, Gal 6:1-2. David should have acted openly and legally, but his inaction meant that Tamar's brother Absalom dealt deceitfully and illegally with Amnon. Then David was too ashamed of himself, or too busy writing Psalms, or too something to do a King’s judging work adequately. Absalom slipped into the gap, and David learned that if you don't work at your job, you lose it.

Footnote **1 Or what others have sown. When I was a boy we had to battle with blackberries when getting apples out of my Gran's orchard, because many years before Grandad had bought a Blackberry bush and planted it there!

It's easy as a young man to say "I'd like to be a husband, with my own home and family. I'd like to be boss at work, a Leader in the local Assembly, a Preacher...” That’s good, 1 Tim 3:1-7. But if God in grace answers our prayers, we find we need a whole lot more grace to do the work entailed. And it's much easier to think we know what our leaders should be doing, than it is to lead when it becomes our responsibility. I guess it's the same for women. Rom 12:6-8 says if a man's gift is leadership, he must govern diligently.

The 3rd warning is that private and personal problems are never just "Our OWN Business." What we choose to do and be out of sight, will be public news sooner or later. Those who depend on us will suffer if we don't put things right with God smartly. As a Church is a body, an infected sore on a hand affects the whole body. If it's on the hand of someone handling food preparation, there may be a "Tummy Bug" epidemic among those who eat the food. So what started as a private sin of David's, ended with the public disgrace of Absalom and David's Concubines, Absalom's death, and David's mourning.

The 4th warning is that it is irresponsible to allow private concerns- even deep private grief such as David’s in 16:33-19:1-8 - to excuse us from public responsibilities. Our responsibilities to God as His Children and Servants must sometimes come before our personal feelings and desires. Cp 1 Cor 7:3-5, 29-31.

13:1-22 Lustful “Love” Turns into Hate

13:1-2 In the course of time Amnon son of David- David’s eldest son, born to his wife Ahinoam, 3:2. fell in love with Tamar, A FAIR/the beautiful sister of Absalom- So Tamar’s mother was David’s wife Maacah of Geshur, 3:3. What Amnon calls love was totally selfish, with no concern for the welfare and happiness of Tamar. To him she was an object of desire, not a person he wanted to share life with for mutual enjoyment. And as he had no respect for God’s Law, or the rights of his half-sister, he fell sick with frustration. Sexual satisfaction was the idol he worshipped, but his behaviour fell far below the openly sex-worshipper Shechem in Gen 34:2-4, 12. 

Amnon FELL SICK/became frustrated to the point of illness on account of his sister Tamar.. it seemed impossible for him- It wasn’t the fact that she was his sister that prevented Amnon - a moral concern, but the fact that, as in all decent families, she was protected from sexual exploitation. God’s Law strictly forbade sexual advances from male relatives, Lev 18:1-30; Deu 27:22. That gave children the protection needed for them to grow up free from the adult concerns of life. The normal routines of family life were designed to prevent premature sexual activity, and encourage the setting up of young people with their life’s marriage partner on a secure basis. 

13:3-5 Now Amnon had a friend Jonadab son of Shimeah- Or Shammah, 1 Sa 16:9. a very SUBTLE/shrewd man- Chakam- Wise, intelligent, skilful, cunning. But his wisdom was destructive, unrestrained by any fear of the Lord, Prov 9:10, or desire to honour Him. It was earthly, sensual, devilish, Jas 3:15. Cp Jer 4:22; 1 Cor 2:6. 

He asked Amnon, Why do you the king’s son look haggard- A king’s son ought to be enjoying life. (When we Christians are discontented it’s a disgrace to OUR Father.) Jonathan was shrewd enough to look at unhappiness as an opportunity for him to make himself popular and powerful by pandering to the desires of David’s eldest son and heir. 

Amnon said.. I am in love with Tamar my brother’s sister- He ignores the fact that she is also his own sister. Amnon’s “love” had no more relationship to true caring desire for, affection, and desire to make Tamar happy, than Jonadab’s shoddy shrewdness had with true wisdom. The word “love” is commonly used in the modern world in ways just as empty of loving content. 

Go to bed and MAKE THYSELF SICK/pretend to be ill, Jonadab said- Jonadab claims to be a friend, yet corrupts Amnon by suggesting an unscrupulous trick by which he can get what he wants. In a sense Jonadab’s advice echoes the behaviour of David with Bath Sheba – take what you want and ignore the consequences. True friendship would have rebuked Amnon’s sinful desire and shamed him into wise, sensible living. Jonadab might not have assumed rape would be the outcome, though a man with his cunning should have seen it as possible. Perhaps he may have thought that given the chance to discuss the matter Tamar might join Amnon in requesting David’s permission for them to marry, as 13:13. 

When your father comes- David, it seems, was a sympathetic parent, interested in the health and welfare of his sons when something went wrong. But true interest would have meant that he, not Jonadab, noticed the real problem. He could then have taken fatherly action in reproof and warning. Of course that wasn’t easy for David with so many family units in his harem.

Say to him, I would like my sister Tamar to come.. DRESS THE MEAT IN MY SIGHT/prepare the food.. so I may watch her and then eat from her hand- This would have been a foolish breach of the custom which protected against sexual immorality. Jonadab assumed that David would be happy to allow Amnon to have his whim humoured. That David failed to notice that Amnon’s illness was faked, and that the cure he proposed was exposing Tamar to risks, suggests that David was a caring, but foolish father. Tempting the appetite of the sick is often necessary, but a sensible parent would have objected to the need for Amnon to have an attractive young half sister do the food preparation while he watched. 

13:6-10 So Amnon.. pretended to be ill. When the king came.. Amnon said.. I would like my sister Tamar to come and make ME A COUPLE OF CAKES/some special bread. David sent word to Tamar.. Go to the house of your brother Amnon- The families belonging to David’s harem would be housed in different quarters. It seems that oldest sons like Amnon and Absalom had the privilege of having their own houses and servants. Note that both Amnon and David mentioned sister.. brother.

DRESS HIM MEAT/prepare some food for him- Tamar would not be expected to query a command from her father David. David should have seen through this scheme, but sin deadens intelligence as well as conscience. Surely it must have been common knowledge in the family that Amnon had an unhealthy interest in Tamar, and if there was a healthy relationship between David and his wives one would have expected Ahinoam or Maachah to have protested to David against this folly. But rivalry and bickering are so normal in such a harem set-up that such a sensible action could hardly be expected.

So Tamar went to the house of her brother Amnon.. took FLOUR/some dough, kneaded it, made CAKES/the bread- Labab. The word can have an association with Leb- Heart, so can mean heart cakes, that these were made at Amnon’s request is significant in this setting. in his sight and baked it.. POURED THEM OUT BEFORE HIM/served him the bread, but he refused to eat. HAVE OUT ALL MEN/Send everyone out of here, Amnon said.. Then Amnon said.., Bring the MEAT/food here into THE CHAMBER/my bedroom so I may eat from your hand.. Tamar.. brought it..

13:11-14 AND/But when she took it to him to eat, he TOOK HOLD OF/grabbed her and said, Come LIE/to bed with me my sister- Sister, used as a term for lover – the woman who shares my life in intimacy, as a child brother and sister share childhood companionship, Song 4:9, 10, 12. 

Don’t my brother! She said to him. Don’t force me- Anah- To oppress, afflict, make poor. The emphasis is that his action is totally against her wishes, and best interests. It is a cruel oppression such as an enemy would inflict on a victim. NO Such a thing OUGHT TO/should not be done in Israel!- It was a morally wrong action. An action forbidden by God, an offence against His Law, Lev 18:9; Deu 27:22, as well as an offence against her as a person. Don’t do this FOLLY/wicked thing- Nebalah- Wicked stupid folly. From Nabal- see below. What about me? WHITHER SHOULD I CAUSE MY SHAME TO GO/Where could I get rid of my disgrace?- Cherpah- Disgrace, shame, reproach.

And what about you? You would be like one of the wicked fools- Nabal– A fool, dead to spiritual and moral obligations. in Israel- Amnon as David’s firstborn could expect to inherit the throne. Apart from the sinfulness of his action, it was a foolish abuse of his honoured position, and likely to disqualify him. (As Reuben had forfeited his position as firstborn, Gen 49:3-4.) Jonadab had said it was wrong that a man with all the privileges of being the king’s eldest son should be moping instead of enjoying life, 13:4. But it would be a far worse disgrace that the king’s heir-apparent should behave like a heartless, stupid, lawless brigand. David had led a band of outlaws, and moulded them into men worthy to fight the Lord’s battles. When successful and king, David’s self-indulgent folly in building such a harem led to Amnon being brought up in a palace, with the heart of an outlaw. 

Please speak to the king; he will not WITHOLD/keep me from being married to you- This was unlikely as such a marriage was prohibited under God’s Law, Lev 18:9; 20:17; Deu 27:22. Although Abraham was married to his half-sister Sarah, Gen 20:12. But he WOULD NOT HEARKEN/refused to listen- In his lust he refused to listen to her moral, religious, and rational objections. and since he was stronger than her, he FORCED/raped her.

13:15-16 Then Amnon hated her EXCEEDINGLY/with intense hatred- This emotional reversal shows quite clearly that Amnon had no love for Tamar as a person – she was the victim of animal lust on his part. The combination of lust and hatred is a common feature of rape to this day. To Amnon, Tamar wasn’t a person, with rights to be considered, and to whom he owed loyalty, but something to be used and thrown away. But David had treated his loyal servant Uriah like that. 

Amnon said.. get out- The desire that lured him on to reckless sinning against God, and ruthless abuse of Tamar, was followed by disgust. His action had been disgusting, but he wouldn’t face up to that fact. He took no blame on himself, and shut off any feeling of shame. Instead he cast all the blame on Tamar. The sight of Tamar was hateful to him as a reminder of what he was – what he has shown himself to be - a ruthless, heartless, selfish predator. She was now disgusting to him and must get out of his sight
No! she said.. Sending me away.. a greater EVIL/wrong than what you have already done to me- He was rejecting any hope for her that David would accept their marriage as making the least unsatisfactory solution of a bad situation. Under the Law his wrong action required him to marry Tamar, or if her father refused at least he was required to pay the bride price for her, Ex 22:16-17; Deu 22:28-29. But Amnon had no respect for God, the Law, social custom, or for Tamar – or for himself as a man. He acknowledged no obligation, as if he were a mere animal. In fact he was more degraded than any animal as he had indulged in pointless rape for his passing pleasure. He stands out clearly as having sunk below the level of the heathen involved with Jacob’s daughter Dinah, Gen 34.

13:17-19 He called.. PUT/Get this woman out of here and bolt the door after her- The “Might is Right attitude” of men in relation to women is clearly stated, and we know that it has been all too common in all stages of human history. Scripture states the facts of the matter, but also makes it quite clear, here and elsewhere, that this attitude is both wrong, and the cause of great suffering to the victims exploited by it. Scripture consistently makes it clear that God is concerned for the well-being of the oppressed, the widows, the orphans etc and in His own good time acts in judgment for them, Ex 22:21-27; Deu 10:17-18, etc. It comes to us as no surprise that Amnon died for his sin, because, unlike David, two years pass without any repentance on his part.

She HAD A GARMENT OF DIVERSE COLOURS/was wearing a richly ornamented robe.. the virgin daughters of the king wore- Cp Joseph’s coat in Gen 37:3. She had lived as a privileged woman, envied for the dress that marked her out as special, a king’s daughter. She had come to Amnon’s house in that state. In leaving she tore the dress as representing a damaged reality. Tamar put ashes on her head, RENT HER GARMENT/tore the ornamental robe- Signs of deep grief and mourning. She put her hand on her head- Cp Est 4:1; Jer 2:37. and went ON/away CRYING/weeping aloud.

13:20-22 Her brother Absalom said.. has Amnon.. been with you? HOLD THY PEACE/Be quiet now.. he is your brother. REGARD NOT/Don’t take this thing to heart- As with David’s sin with Bath Sheba it would inevitably become a matter of gossip. Absalom doesn’t want Tamar to make a public issue of the matter, or to demand that David take judicial action. He wanted to deal with the matter himself, and take the law into his own hands. He may have had a brotherly concern for his sister and her wellbeing, but he played down the importance of what has happened, and provided a home for her. His solution to the problem would remove the one brother who, being older than himself, had a stronger claim to be the next king.

Tamar lived in her brother’s house, a desolate woman- Some assume this was permanent. Certainly it’s true that the innocent may suffer terribly for the sins of others, but this says only that Tamar lived in Absalom’s house for the meantime. It could not have been longer than the two years before he fled. God’s priests were required to marry only virgins, Lev 21:7, 13-14, but there was no reason why a young woman in Tamar’s situation should not make a reasonable marriage. Especially as the man marrying her didn’t need to pay the bride-price for her – David, as Tamar’s father, could compel Amnon to pay that bride price, Ex 22:16-17; Deu 22:28-29. By keeping her in his house, instead of asking David to arrange a marriage for her, Absalom built up his claim that she needed to be revenged. 

When king- Emphasising his responsibility, David heard all this, he was VERY WROTH/furious- He had every reason to be angry, and the situation demanded that he deal with the sin promptly, in obedience to God’s Law/in fellowship with the Lord. But equally he had every reason to feel guilty, because the sexual sin of his eldest son could be seen as a natural consequence of his own sexual sin. Beyond that the fact that he had collected wives and concubines had created the kind of home life where such scandals could easily arise. 

  Consciousness of our own sinfulness should cause us to deal with the sins of others humbly, Gal 6:1-2. We dare not be quick to deal with the sins of others, Jn 8:7. But neither dare we leave sin unrebuked and unpunished, and Amnon, Absalom, (along with thousands of Israelites) and Adonijah all died because of David’s reluctance to discipline his sons, 14:33; 15:1-9; 18:5; 1 Ki 1:6. **2 Cp the need of action in the church at Corinth, 1 Cor 5:1-6:1-6. We must deal with the sin in our own life first, and then we can see clearly enough to deal with the sin in the lives of others, Mt 7:1-5. 

There was no fully satisfactory solution – often there isn’t. If Amnon was forced to marry Tamar would that be a worse offence against God’s Law? Would it bring happiness and fulfilment to Tamar? Could David - spared from the penalty on his own adultery - have his son stoned to death or exiled? In the end he seems to have done less than feeble Eli who at least protested to his sons, 1 Sam 2:22-25. Perhaps one of the heaviest penalties of our sin we must bear is when we see that sin makes it almost impossible for us to deal honestly with the sins of those for whom we are responsible. David as a warrior created a close bond of loyalty between his troops and himself. David as a father of a royal harem full of children earned no loyalty, or respect, it seems. LXX and 4Qsam add But he (David) did not grieve the spirit of Amnon his son, because he loved him, because he was his firstborn.”
Absalom never said a word to Amnon, either good or bad- He preferred to lull everyone into a false sense of security and then strike in personal revenge. he hated Amnon- but largely concealed that fact, or his invitation to Amnon to come to his sheep shearing would have been obviously a trap. 

13:23-27 Two years later, when Absalom’s sheepshearers were at Baal Hazor- Not part of David’s inheritance at Bethlehem, so likely to have been property acquired by the King, as Samuel had warned, 1 Sa 8:14. Sheep-shearing was a time of feasting and celebration, 1 Sa 25:4-8.  he invited all the king’s sons to come.. Absalom went to the king.. please join me? No, my son, the king replied.. but gave him his blessing.

Then Absalom said, If not, please let my brother Amnon come with us- The King declined to come with his officials, so Absalom suggested that if the senior members of the court were too busy, surely the young people of the court would enjoy feasting. Cp Job 1:13, 18-19. By inviting the king first, and being refused, Absalom was able to suggest that the king send as a substitute his eldest son and heir – Amnon - to lead a family party. And to make this sound a reasonable request. **3 

Footnote **2 Wilful sin is a crippling thing, with wretched outcomes, and so to be avoided at all costs, Ps 19:13. As God’s servant it was clearly David’s duty to do something about Amnon’s defiance of God’s Law and cruel treatment of Tamar. Commentators all agree on that. And it’s clear that effective action would be difficult for him because of his own wilful sin, but what he should have done is less clear. If Tamar had been already promised in marriage, both should have been stoned to death - unless the servants confessed that they had been deliberately out of earshot and it could be counted as happening in the country, Deu 22:23-27. As she wasn’t betrothed, Amnon should have been fined, and made to take her as his wife, or pay the bride-price for her, Ex 22:16-17; Deu 22:29. Amnon’s action against his half sister was strictly forbidden in Lev 18:9. The penalty for the sins listed in that chapter was to be cut off from God’s people – permanently expelled from their community, treated as an outcast. If such behaviour became accepted, God must remove Israel as he had removed the Canaanites, Lev 18:24-30. 

Footnote **3 Absalom’s campaign to murder Amnon was as carefully planned and therefore as sinful, as Amnon’s campaign to get Tamar had been. And as had been David’s plan to escape the consequences of his adultery with Bath Sheba by getting Uriah called home to Jerusalem etc. 

The king asked him , Why should he go with you?- David may have had some misgivings, but hoped that Absalom was showing a desire to put the past behind him, and patch up the awkwardness. so he sent with him Amnon and ALL the rest of the king’s sons.

13:28-36 Absalom HAD COMMANDED/ordered his SERVANTS/men.. When Amnon is MERRY/in high spirits from drinking wine.. then kill him- To offer hospitality was to guarantee good will. To deliberately arrange the murder of a guest was a terrible crime by the standards of Eastern hospitality, then and now. David’s oldest sons echo David’s sins – sexual immorality, deceit, and murder. FEAR NOT/Don’t be afraid- They had reason to be in view of the way David had dealt with men who killed Ish Bosheth, 4:9-12.

Have not I given you this order? Be COURAGEOUS/strong and BE VALIANT/brave- Brave and Courageous! To call the action of a group of men striking down an unsuspecting, drunk guest a brave action is about as ridiculous as Amnon calling his lust for Tamar “Love.” But those who see a sin as a way of getting what they want, aren’t honest about it. It was a bold move on Absalom’s part. Not only did he avenge the sin against his sister, but he also showed himself to be a competent man of action – there would be some general approval in the community. And he was removing the person between himself and the right to inherit David’s throne. **4

Absalom’s men did.. Absalom COMMANDED/ordered- Absalom had the satisfaction of having used successfully the same tactic that Amnon had used to enable him to rape Tamar. Both sons had tricked the king into agreeing for the situation to be set up which enabled them to spring the trap and get what they wanted at the cost of a helpless victim – their sibling. Amnon was treated by Absalom’s servants merely as an object of hatred – a fitting response to the heartless treatment of Tamar by Amnon’s servant as an object of hatred, in 13:17-18. If Absalom had approached Amnon personally the other brothers might have intervened, so he acted through his servants. 

all the king’s sons.. fled- Mules were the usual transport for rulers and their sons in Israel, 18:9; 1 Ki 1:33, 38, 44. As they were the product of breeding between horses and donkeys, which was forbidden by God’s Law, Lev 19:19, presumably they were imported, 1 Ki 10:25. TIDINGS/the report came to David. Absalom has SLAIN/struck down all the king’s sons.. The king.. tore his GARMENTS/clothes, and lay down on the EARTH/ground- Expressing his deep grief and mourning, 12:16. Cp Josh 7:6; 1 Ki 21:27; Est 4:1, 3; Job 1:20; 2:8. Nathan’s words about the sword not departing from his house, 12:10, would come vividly to mind. all the king’s servants stood by with their clothes RENT/torn.

But Jonadab.. Said.. only Amnon is dead- He had been shrewd enough to keep Absalom’s intention secret, and was now shrewd enough to tell the king. He doesn’t say how he knows, or why he hadn’t warned King David. That such shrewdness could be rewarding in the life of a king’s court suggests that the standards of behaviour at David’s court had fallen badly since his sin. This has been DETERMINED/Absalom’s expressed intention ever since.. Amnon FORCED/raped his sister Tamar.. Only Amnon is dead.. The watchman went and told the king I see men.. on the side of the hill- That they came into view from this angle suggests that they had not fled in a straight line to Jerusalem. So news arrived before they did. Jonadab said to the king, BEHOLD/See the king’s sons COME/are here.. just as your servant said.. 

Footnote **4 Kileab, David’s second son, 3:3 drops out of the records. It would seem that either he died in his youth, was incompetent, or under the law of Deu 25:5-6, he was counted as being Nabal’s son, as David had married Nabal’s widow, 1 Sam 25:39-42.

13:37-39 Absalom fled.. to Talmai son of Ammihud the king of Geshur- Absalom’s grandfather, 3:3. King David mourned for his son every day. After Absalom fled.. to Geshur, he stayed three years. And the SOUL/spirit of the king longed to go FORTH to Absalom, for he was COMFORTED/consoled concerning Amnon’s death- He missed the company of his eldest surviving son. David’s experience of exile after having had to flee from Saul may have increased his sympathy for self-exiled Absalom. 

13:39-14:24 The Wise Woman & Joab

(It seems that although David had been forgiven and confirmed as king by the Lord, his sin and its consequences had left him unwilling or unable to think clearly and act strongly. He had taken no action against Amnon. And now, although Geshur was a subject state, he made no effort to bring Absalom back to face justice. Joab was a practical man, and his action makes sense. God had used Nathan to make it possible for David to see things from His point of view, 12:1-6. Joab would make it possible for David to escape from his mental paralysis by seeing the situation from a different perspective. If David was looking at it from a man’s point of view – the need to enforce discipline and justice, the woman presents him with the situation from a woman’s point of view - the need to preserve life and go forward in hope of a better future. If he could be made to see this, David would break out of the trap he was in.) 
14:1-3 Joab.. PERCEIVED/knew that the king’s heart WAS TOWARD/longed for Absalom- David had lost his two oldest sons by death and by exile. Torn between anger and love, and perhaps by remorse, David did nothing. Joab may have realised the political problems that could arise from the alienation between David and his oldest surviving son. As a man of ruthless and successful action Joab may have seen Absalom as the best prospect for a strong successor for David. **5

So Joab sent someone to Tekoa- South of Bethlehem. Later the home of the prophet Amos, Am 1:1. had a wise woman- A woman known for her intelligence, and competence in giving advice who would be able to present a case to the king, adjusting it to his responses, so as to be effective. **6 FETCHED/brought from there.

He said to her, FEIGN/Pretend you are in mourning.. LONG TIME MOURNED/spent many days grieving for the dead- Joab provided the part she must act but her wits were needed for her to act it effectively. go to the king, and speak AFTER THIS MANNER/these words to him- Joab knew Nathan’s story had been effective, 12:1-7. (Cp 1 Ki 20:38-43.) David had been asked to give judgment on an incident which had features that paralleled his own situation. This had served to get the king to give a verdict against himself and so change his behaviour. But in this case the Lord isn’t mentioned, and the outcome was only partly satisfactory. It was a wise action in human terms but spiritually useless. This solution led to greater problems than it solved. **7 

Footnote **5 The Hebrew makes it clear that the king’s heart was ON Absalom, but it could mean either for or against him, or both. Joab had been with David from the days of his life as an outlaw. He was in command of his soldiers and knew David well enough to judge what he was thinking. 

Footnote **6 Another example of such is in 20:16-22. There seems to have been no objection to receiving advice from women – Abigail’s advice to David had been good in 1 Sa 25:23-35, and we have one female judge, Deborah, Judg 4; and one female prophet, Huldah, 2 Ki 22:14-20. 

Footnote **7 This attempt to influence the king to make a right decision by using dramatic art confirms the fact that art – parables, fictional stories, drama, music, pictures, etc may have a place in preparing people’s hearts and minds to a state where God’s word can be received by them positively. Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress,” the painting of Christ on the Cross that led to Count Zinzendorf’s conversion, (and his support of the Moravian Brethren who led the Wesleys to Christ) and the writings of C. S Lewis, are examples of this. 

14:4-7 the woman.. said Help me O king!.. my husband is dead. I.. had two sons. They STROVE TOGETHER/got into a fight.. in the field, and no one was there to PART/separate them- David knew and loved God’s Word and would know the story of Cain and Abel. But in this case there is no suggestion that the killing was deliberate. 

One SMOTE/struck the other and SLEW/killed him. Now the whole FAMILY/clan.. say.. put him to death for the life of his brother whom he SLEW/killed- That murder should be avenged by the victim’s relatives is a common feature of many primitive societies. And it was sanctioned and strictly controlled under God’s Law, Gen 9:6; Ex 21:12; Lev 24:17; Num 35:12; Deu 19:11-13. But to do so in this case would cause a situation which the Law was careful to avoid – the wiping out of the family line, leaving no descendants to share in the future blessings Israel would enjoy from God, Num 27:11. Where the widow was young enough to have children the next of kin was required to marry her and their first child counted as the dead man’s heir. Deu 25:5-6; Ruth 2:20; 4:1-5. 

Then we will DESTROY/get rid of the heir as well- This suggested that the reason they were determined to kill the murderer was so that they could add the family farm to their own farms. They would QUENCH/put out the only burning coal.. leaving my husband neither name nor descendant- This was a tragedy in the Bible-based views of the Israelites. The case he was asked to judge involved a son who had killed his brother, and therefore should be killed. This fitted Absalom and Amnon, but in the tale the murder wasn’t pre-meditated, Deu 19:4-6. Absalom had carefully planned murder, but he did have a reason for it. In the story the consequences of the murderer being executed were disastrous. David had other sons, but if Absalom wasn’t reconciled with David and his family, destructive civil war was likely. Her plea was that the survival of her husband’s name - and his descendant’s possession of God’s inheritance in the years to come - was more important than justice/revenge, and David agrees that this is so. 

14:8-14 The king said Go TO THY HOUSE/home, I will GIVE CHARGE CONCERNING/issue an order on your behalf- David agreed that the wiping out of a family should be avoided, and promised to decree that. But the woman.. said, My Lord the king, let the INIQUITY BE/blame rest on me.. let the king and his throne be GUILTLESS/without guilt- Guilt for the crime not having been punished? Or, is she saying that his statement will clear him of feeling guilty, but is too vague to stop the relatives from killing the murderer? The King must be more specific, she says. The king replied, If anyone says anything.. bring him to me- David assures her - Refer anyone to him if they are still inclined to take action in vengeance. 

She said, Then let the king REMEMBER/invoke- Zakar- To recognise, remember the LORD his God to prevent the avenger of blood.. so that my son will not be destroyed- She insisted that he commit himself with an oath so that David recognises and acknowledges the Lord in the situation. By bringing the Lord into the wording of his declared decision it would make it difficult for him to avoid acting by that verdict when it was applied to his own situation with Absalom. (In our world a written verdict carries more weight than an oral verdict.)

As surely as the LORD lives- An oath formula used in 1 Sa 14:39, etc. not one hair of his head will fall to the ground- The king has gone on oath, specifically, that although the son deserves to die for killing his brother, the other factors in the situation mean that nothing must be done to injure him. Then.. Let your HANDMAID/servant speak a word- She is now free to apply the king’s verdict to his own situation..

Why then have you THOUGHT SUCH/devised a thing like this against the people of God.. for the king has not FETCHED HOME AGAIN/brought back his banished son- Now that David has committed himself on oath to make sure that the son isn’t killed for his murder, the woman makes him face the reality of his own situation in regard to Absalom. She says that the people of Israel are in the same position she had claimed for herself in the story. As Absalom is the oldest surviving son - as long as he is in exile Israel is deprived of a secure successor to the king, - just as in her story she was deprived of her son who would be killed if he came home. David’s verdict on her case condemns him for being like the avengers of blood in her family. If David died with no strong successor ready to take up the reins of government civil war was likely, and Israel would suffer. She tells David that his inaction was dangerous, and in some sense he was acting like those who wished to kill the heir for the murder of his brother. She caps this with a reminder of how God deals with His people. 

Like water- In their dry lands everyone recognised that life was impossible without water, and life and water were equally precious. spilled on the ground, which cannot be GATHERED UP AGAIN/recovered, so we must NEEDS die- Life is precious, and the destruction of a precious life by killing is like the spilling of precious water, a tragedy because it’s irreversible. Sin brings death to all by God’s decree, Gen 2:17, but while God requires everyone to die, His interventions are generally to preserve life, not to take it away. 

God does not RESPECT ANY PERSON/take away life- Nasa- To lift, carry, accept, respect, etc. instead, he devises ways so that a banished person may not BE EXPELLED/remain estranged from him- Justice requires the death of the killer, but that death is itself another tragedy, to be avoided where possible. So God had decreed there should be Cities of Refuge, Num 35:10-35, etc, animal sacrifices for sin, the great day of atonement, Lev 16:2-34. Finally and fully He made provision in the atoning death of God the Son as the Lamb of God.

  To discourage sinning the Lord decreed harsh judgements against it. But in the Law He also provided means of reconciliation. David as His agent should do the same. He was required to enforce Justice according to God’s Law but not mechanically. Mechanical obedience required the death of the murderer, but justice needed to be enforced as God enforced it – tempered with mercy and wisdom. God had spared the life of Cain, Gen 4:10-15; and of Moses, Ex 2:11-12. God had spared David’s life, 12:13. Cp the emphasis of God’s preference for mercy over strict justice, where that is possible, Eze 18:23, 31; 33:11. (It was right not to apply Lev 20:11 to the ten in 20:3.) The fact that God doesn’t administer His Law harshly is used to put pressure on David to exercise mercy and welcome Absalom home from exile, as the best way forward. What David is doing isn’t in accordance with God’s dealings with His people, and so, she says, is against their best interest. Ignoring Absalom isn’t a neutral action. It’s an action against him and against the principles God acts on. **8

Footnote **8 This incident shows how narrative parts of the OT guide us as to how the legal parts- the commands - were to be applied. When a command was broken God wanted the matter dealt with in fellowship with Himself. He didn’t want His Commands to be applied mechanically, Mk 2:27. Our application of God’s Law – in family or church discipline - must follow that of our Lord, Isa 55:7; Mt 9:13; 12:7; Jas 2:12-13. Often the Lord has acted in mercy giving sinners the chance to learn and grow into fellowship with Him, instead of acting in judgment and cutting them off as they had deserved. 

14:15-20 .. I have come.. because the people made me afraid- Who had made her afraid? The imaginary relatives she needed protection from in her story? Joab representing the people of Israel putting pressure on her to speak to the king on behalf of Absalom? The meaning of the Hebrew words is unclear, and she may have deliberately made it so, to avoid confessing that her story was an invention for the purpose of getting the king to become willing to deal with his own situation. (Joab’s story doesn’t itself bring conviction promptly as Nathan’s speaking for the Lord did.)

May the word of.. the king BE COMFORTABLE/bring to me rest, for.. the king is like an angel of God TO DISCERN/in discerning good and BAD/evil- Is this flattery to help excuse her for having made this approach to him. Or does she realise that as the Lord had appointed him to be king, he was called and enabled to be God’s messenger, speaking God’s word in giving verdicts. Cp 19:27 and Abigail’s words that demanded that in regard to Nabal David live up to the high calling of God to him, 1 Sa 25: 23-31. .. God will be with you.

Then the king said.. Isn’t the hand of Joab with you in all this- While the parable had caught David’s interest, he recognised that it was Joab-style reasoning – what Joab had been saying or hinting to him - rather than the God-style reasoning of Nathan’s parable. And it didn’t fit the facts of the case. The woman answered, As surely as MY SOUL LIVETH/you live, my lord the king.. Yes, it was your servant Joab- She admits that the words she has been saying, and the purpose of it, do indeed come from Joab. And while making more flattering remarks about the King she excuses her actions as being needed to FETCH ABOUT THIS FORM OF SPEECH/change the present situation. 

14:21-24 The king said to Joab, BEHOLD NOW I HAVE DONE THIS/Very well, I will do it. Go.. bring back.. Absalom- David has been told that he is like an angel - a bearer of God’s message. By swearing an oath to act in the way the woman asked he has committed himself to the rightness of that action and as a just judge must act on his own verdict. Joab had succeeded in his attempt to provide the king with an excuse for Absalom to return, as David’s own heart had wished, 13:39. 

Joab fell.. to the ground.. and THANKED/blessed the king- The case had begun with the woman prostrating herself before David, and it ends with Joab doing so. David is the king, the Lord’s anointed ruler of Israel, and is honoured as such even when people work to get him to change his mind. Joab seems to have acted for what he believed was the good of David, his family and all Israel. There was no selfish gain for him in it. Joab said, Today your servant knows that he has found GRACE/favour.. brought Absalom back to Jerusalem.

But the king said, LET HIM TURN TO/He must go to his own house; he must not see my face- David still hesitated, and compromised. He had failed to make Amnon answer for his sin. Now he failed to confront Absalom with his sin, and demand that repentance and assurance of a change of heart that would enable him to grant forgiveness, restoration and reinstatement. Some say that as God had freely forgiven David’s sin, 12:13, he should have forgiven Absalom’s sin. **9 But no one can offer forgiveness to those who feel no need of it. As the story unfolds it seems that Absalom was still proud of what he had done, rather than repentant. 

Footnote **9 Some suggest that David modelled this action on God’s dealings with Cain, whose life was spared, but was driven from God. It was Cain’s choice to go out from God’s presence. Cain had moved himself out of the line of blessing by murdering his brother Abel. Absalom had moved himself out of the line of blessing promised to David and his descendants. 

By excluding Absalom from court David avoided acknowledging that he was now heir to the throne. All along Absalom seemed to have viewed himself as having acted as a man should - a Saul-type man who puts his own interests first and is sure that’s the right thing to do. So, David’s half-hearted solution was no solution at all. When sin isn’t dealt with by the leadership, and high-handed actions between individuals aren’t rebuked, problems accumulate and fester. 

So Absalom RETURNED/went to his own house and did not see the face of the king- David has kept the letter of his word, but ignored the spirit of it. The problem wasn’t solved. It may in fact have been made worse. Absalom was in the centre of the nation of Israel, but separated from the royal and spiritual centre, the court. Even when this separation ceased he acted as a separate centre of the nation, in his own self-interest. 

14:25-27 In all Israel there was not a man so highly praised for his BEAUTY/handsome appearance as Absalom- He was viewed as a handsome hero. Joab may have wanted him to be reinstated because it wasn’t safe for David to ignore such a proud and popular son. David may have felt it wasn’t safe to reinstate a popular prince who showed no sorrow for his high-handed and violent sin. But being out of favour at David’s court may have aided his popularity with the public generally. The Lord had chosen David on the basis of what was in his heart, 1 Sa 16:7. Israelites showed their blindness and indifference to the Lord’s ways and will by admiring Absalom’s impressive physical appearance, selfishness and pride, Ps 49:18. As the lover describes his beloved in Song 4:1-7 Israel was swept off her feet by the striking beauty of Absalom. Because his appearance was so handsome his callous murder of Amnon could be forgiven as a chivalrous defence of his sister, by a strong, daring man of action. It would be hard to attribute fault to so handsome a man, and he was soon acting in an even more dashing manner, to steal their hearts. 

Whenever he POLLED HIS HEAD/cut the hair of his head.. He would weigh it- At that time hair was seen as a sign of vigour. Kings and heroic figures were portrayed generally with a thick head of hair. Baldness was a disgrace, 2 Ki 2:23. His admirers thought that Absalom looked like a man who should be on the throne. And Absalom thought that too. He was so self-important that when he had his hair cut, he cut it triumphantly - laying it on the scales, gloating over the weight of it in terms of ROYAL shekels! His boastful pride and pre-occupation with his self-image later trapped him into accepting Hushai’s plan of campaign – to lead a huge army in person, 17:11. And left him helplessly hanging by his hair to die shamefully, 18:9-15. 

its weight was two hundred shekels AFTER THE KINGS WEIGHT/by the royal standard- It’s not clear whether this was heavier or lighter than the sanctuary shekel, Ex 30:13; Lev 5:15; Num 3:47. This seems a ridiculously heavy crop of hair if it was cut once a year, unless the royal shekel was lighter than the sanctuary shekel. So the Niv may be the correct translation of what the Hebrew meant – that he was so proud of his hair that he left it for some years until it became too heavy. To me it sounds like a tongue-in-the-cheek, ironical quote as if to say “Yes Absalom was proud of the wonderful crop of hair on his head – but what was inside that head!” 

Three sons and a daughter were born to Absalom- The sons aren’t mentioned again. The Lord had decreed that disobedience to His Law brought a curse on a man’s children, so they may have died young. Unless the memorial pillar, 18:18, was erected before these sons were born. The daughter’s name was Tamar- Named after his sister, 13:1, to keep alive the bitter memory of an old wrong, violently “righted,” in a way Absalom seemed to be proud of – not repentant about. Maacah, 1 Ki 15:2, seems to have been the daughter of this Tamar, and so Absalom’s grand-daughter. Cp 2 Chr 11:20. she WAS/became a beautiful woman OF FAIR COUNTENANCE.
14:28-33 Absalom lived two FULL years in Jerusalem without seeing the king’s face- The half forgiveness that allowed him to return home, but not to play a part in public life at the court was certain to cause problems. He may have come back to Jerusalem expecting to be accepted as heir to David’s throne. As eldest surviving son, and a popular figure, this made sense. David had taken no action against Amnon for his mean sin. So Absalom may have expected David to take no action against him for taking the law into his own hands in dealing with it. He had waited two years while his hatred for Amnon festered, before acting. Now his ambition was frustrated for two years, by being shut out of the political and social life of David’s court. As a man pre-occupied with his personal beauty and importance, he deeply resented being ignored, and took violent action.

THEREFORE/Then Absalom sent for Joab in order to HAVE SENT/send him to the king, but Joab refused to come to him- Joab was unwilling to do more for Absalom. Perhaps because he thought David would not give way, or because he no longer saw Absalom as a suitable successor to David. A conceited prince, eager to draw attention to himself, with no loyalty to his father, could seem to Joab as a threat rather than a hope. None of David’s family seem to have been interested in becoming warriors, or fighting the Lord’s battles against Israel’s enemies. Then he said.. Joab’s field is next to mine.. go and set it on fire- Some may praise Absalom as being a man of action, but like Abimelech, Judg 9 his actions were destructive - murdering Amnon, and burning Joab’s field.

Then Joab.. said.. Why.. set my field on fire?- Joab was entitled to payment for the damage done, Ex 22:6, but this meant that he had to come to Absalom to demand that payment. Absalom said.. I sent word to you.. to ask Why have I come from Geshur- It was five years since Absalom had murdered Amnon, and David hadn’t yet settled the problem of his status. I want to see the king’s face, and if THERE BE INIQUITY/I am guilty.. let him put me to death- Absalom demands either complete pardon and restoration to his privileges, or death. He speaks proudly, with no shame at his action, or sign of repentance. He is determined to send Joab to present an ultimatum as from one independent power to another. In view of 14:25-26 we may read him as saying “Look I am the handsomest man in Israel, and very popular, I demand that you reinstate me as your son and heir, or if you dare, kill me. I will no longer tolerate being ignored!”

Joab CAME/sent to the king and told him.. the king summoned Absalom, he came and bowed down with his face to the ground- Absalom went through the correct motions of submission before the king as a loyal subject, rather than as to his father, who is merely called “the king.” The parallel between Absalom, and the returned Prodigal Son in Lk 15:20-24 is interesting. Both kneeled as servants, and both were received by their father as sons. But nothing is said of Absalom’s words, or feelings. **10 We’re left to guess his sincerity, but the reality of his profession of loyalty will soon be discredited by his actions.

Footnote **10 Weeping, and expressions of repentance and forgiveness would be expected if this was sincere restoration of fellowship, as with Jacob and Esau, Gen 33 or Joseph and his brothers, Gen 45. That these are not mentioned suggests that Absalom sought, and received, a public reinstatement rather than a meeting of hearts with his father. 

the king kissed Absalom- It is in his role as the king, that David kisses him indicating that he is again an accepted member of the royal family, **11 rather than as a father who is in happy fellowship with his son. Nothing is said of Absalom kissing his father. Absalom had got what he wanted, public recognition and restoration to his position as the king’s eldest son, and therefore as the son expected to inherit the throne of Israel when David died. There is no mention of repentance and justice. By allowing these to be ignored David probably contributed to what followed in fulfilment of Nathan’s prophecy, 12:10-12. His inaction would confirm Absalom’s view of the situation – that David the king could be ignored. There was no sign of fellowship between father and son, and Absalom showed no desire for it. Real fellowship between David and his motley collection of wives, concubines, and sons would have been difficult. But David’s love is seen in that when Absalom reaps his due reward in death, against all reason, he bitterly laments that he himself could not have died so that Absalom could live, 18:33. But for self-centred Absalom, the hurt pride and resentment against Amnon’s insult to his sister, continued in his attitude towards his father to whom he showed no loyalty. His ambition that would use his father, and despise him for his willingness to look the other way to avoid confrontation with his sons, continued, strengthened by his resentment. 

15:1-16:14 Absalom Rebels & David Flees

(Absalom’s preparation for rebellion is summed up in a few verses. He worked patiently, day in and day out to establish personal contact with people from all over Israel. Discontented men rejected by society had fled to David, driven out by Saul to live amid toughening hardships, and came to share his vision of defending Israel from her enemies, while being careful to not take action against the man God had anointed as Israel’s king. They became mighty men for God’s purposes, to fight Israel’s enemies. Absalom, living in comfort as a popular prince, chose to go outside the city, and outside the government system where he could be free to be disloyal to David, and yet David was free to ignore his actions. He fostered discontent with David and offered himself as a substitute. He assured everyone that if he was made King he would see that they got what they wanted. He welcomed them just as they were, and had no concern about God’s will and Law - or loyalty to his father’s will - to prevent him seeming to be everyone’s friend and benefactor. In contact with him men learnt to put their own selfish interests first. And not let honesty, openness or loyalty stand in the way of their getting what they wanted. Under King Absalom, they felt they too could be successful like Absalom!)

15:1-4 In the course of time- Absalom worked steadily towards his goal, as he had done with his killing of Amnon. This time his goal was to supplant his father by making people think he would organise life in Israel in a better way than his father could. Having been received back at court Absalom was again the heir apparent, and proceeded to make it obvious to everyone that he should be the king.

Footnote **11 This provided public closure for the seven years of turmoil and distress in the royal family that followed Amnon’s sin. But beneath the surface David’s deceit in connection with Bath Sheba and Uriah had been echoed in Amnon’s deceit in pretending to be sick and his sin, Absalom’s deceit in pretending to invite Amnon to a feast, and his sin. Joab’s speaking through the woman of Tekoa had achieved a political patch-up, not a solution to the problem of sin. So it’s not surprising that Absalom’s bowing to his father covered up his intention to murder and replace his father David. All this is a working out of cause and effect, sowing and reaping, which is the universal Law administered under God’s sovereignty. David’s sin was forgiven, and his life spared, but that life must be lived among the results of his sin. Having arrogantly abused his power to gratify his desires in defiance of God’s loving command, and treated Uriah mercilessly, he must experience the tragedy of being at the mercy of the merciless desires and actions of his sons Amnon and Absalom. 

Absalom PREPARED/provided himself with a chariot- The first Ruler in Israel to acquire one. It wasn’t intended for speed as it was preceded by runners, but it gave him greater dignity and importance than riding on a mule, 13:29. It also showed that Israel was becoming a civilised state with roads upgraded to take wheeled transport. Chariots featured prominently in the life and armies of Israel’s enemies, Egypt, Ex 14:9-15:21; Deu 11:4; Josh 24:6; Canaanites, Josh 11:4-9; Judg 4:15, and Syrians, 8:4; 10:18. So this action hinted that he would rule after the style of the heathen kings, rather than as a king who put his trust in the Lord, Ps 20:6-8. 

fifty men to run BEFORE/ahead of him- These would act as bodyguards, heralds, message carriers, etc, and impress the citizens that he was the one who would someday rule Israel with the outward pomp and display normal in other nations, 1 Sa 8:11, 20. Cp Adonijah, 1 Ki 1:5. His pride, self-importance, and ambition were expressed in a royal way that would make a deep impression on the worldly tastes of the now liberated Israelites. Sober citizens would value David and his battle-scarred veteran soldiers for the deliverance they had won for Israel. But younger and shallow folk would see in Absalom the kind of hero they could admire and imitate, without it requiring spiritual, moral or physical self-sacrificing effort. David, under God, had freed them from pagan oppression. Under Absalom, ignoring God and His purposes for Israel, they could enjoy life as selfishly as the pagans.

He would get up early.. the road leading to the city gate- The city gates were where local matters were judged, and the likely place where advice about how to arrange a hearing by David would be given. Absalom made sure that he was there in time to stop the people before they had a chance to reach the King. He presented himself as the man who should be the judge and ruler of the nation. Just as Amnon decided that David was too lax to punish him for sexual sin, Absalom decided David was too lax to punish him for political treachery. He could safely build up his own popularity at the expense of David's popularity.

Whenever anyone came with a CONTROVERSY/complaint.. before the king for JUDGEMENT/a decision- Mishpat. Israel’s Rulers were required by God to administer justice for His people according to His Law, Ex 18:13-16; Judg 4:4-5; 1 Sa 7:6. Perhaps David wasn’t doing this adequately, but in any case Absalom made sure he got to these “customers” FIRST, with his own “sales-talk.” Absalom would call out.. What town are you from?- This suggested to them that he was interested in them, and concerned for their welfare. It also gave him contacts that he could use when he rebelled. That this handsome prince, with his chariot and attendants, wanted to meet them and to give them the chance to talk about their affairs, would give them a very favourable impression of him, 15:6. 

Absalom would say.. THY MATTERS ARE GOOD/Look, your claims are valid and RIGHT/proper- A sure way to win popularity was to take their complaints seriously, and assure them that they deserved to get what they wanted. In modern politics it’s easy for the opposition leaders to give the same assurance to pressure groups, even when what they are demanding is obviously impossible. A true judge has to face competing demands representing both sides of the issue from the point of people’s opposing rights. Only when he has heard both sides can he make an honest assessment. But a judge who has accepted a bribe to give a verdict can ignore the alternative view presented by the other side of the dispute. Absalom was asking to be bribed – make me king and I’ll give you what you want. He assured them that if he were king they would get what they wanted, and get it instantly! He ignored the rights of God expressed in the Law - and the rights of their fellow citizens - and gave instant verdicts, saying “Yes, you’ve correctly stated your rights, and if I were king I’d see you got your rights instantly.” This flattered shallow-minded people into thinking– “Absalom likes me, he’ll see I get what I want when he is king, the sooner he is king the better!” 

but there is no MAN DEPUTED/representative of the king to hear you- This may have been true. **12 David was called and fitted to fight the Lord’s battles and deliver Israel. He was a man of God, a man of faith in God, a heroic and successful fighter, but that would not make him a successful administrator. He had a little experience in Saul’s tiny and incompetent court, and a lot of experience in handling men so that they became loyal and effective soldiers. But now he had become responsible for the organisation and running of the economy and trade of a vastly enlarged state. And he had to handle its dealings with foreign powers, and administer civil justice. Note the problems Moses faced, and the system he had to develop, Ex 18:13-27. That God had worked a wonderful deliverance through Moses and through David, still left those leaders the responsibility of organising day to day life for Israel. Even if David  tried to fulfil his role as the nation’s judge for God faithfully, his success in enlarging the nation would mean that there were now far too many cases for the King to handle on his own. And it would take time to build up an adequate judicial system. 

Absalom SAID/would add, If only I were MADE/appointed judge.. Then everyone.. could come to me and I would DO HIM/see that he gets justice- It costs nothing to make such promises, and it would build up the impression that if Absalom ruled the country, everyone would benefit and be happy. This suggested that it was time that Absalom came to power and replaced David, without necessarily being in conflict with him. He might rule as his father’s loyal deputy, perhaps. In fact Israel had outgrown the stage where easy access to the King as Judge was possible. But by intercepting those seeking a hearing and sending them home, Absalom discredited David’s judicial system without it being given a chance to prove itself. He kept insisting that David wasn’t interested in them and their rights. That David was neglecting his duties, incompetent to rule Israel, and unfit to be king. And that he himself was the only one genuinely interested in the welfare of the people as a whole. This would stir up discontent throughout Israel and make Absalom and his promises a major talking point for those who looked for even better times than David’s victories had brought. 

15:5-9 when anyone approached him.. and KISSED/kiss him- Absalom had no right to have people bowing to him as if he was the king, but his impressive physical appearance, chariot, soldier-servant-runners etc meant that he looked as if he was almost the king. Having set himself up as a visibly important person, he acted towards people as if he liked them and wanted them to be his personal friends. This was a cynical sham - he was doing it for his purposes, not theirs - but people wished to believe it, and so accepted that he would be a popular monarch. That his actions were not restrained by loyalty to his father the king, or to the Lord and His Law, added to his popularity. SO ABSALOM/And he stole- Ganab- To steal, carry away, deceive. the hearts of.. Israel.

Footnote **12 David’s chaotic family life gives us little confidence that he was handling the affairs of God’s people competently, 1 Tim 3:4. No doubt the Lord would have helped him to organise the state if David had sought His help, but David’s sin had distracted him, and depressed him by robbing him of a clear conscience and confidence in his ability to serve God. His awareness of his own sin might well have made him reluctant to sit in judgment on others, so it would have been easy for him to postpone action and let dissatisfaction fester. God’s judgment on his sin, was also the natural result of it, the harvest of what he had sown, Gal 6:7-10. Absalom was a treacherous deceiver, but David was reaping what he had sown in setting self-pleasing before justice and administrative efficiency. 

AFTER FORTY YEARS- This is from the Hebrew MT. Unless this is a mistake made in copying we don’t know what it could be 40 years after. David reigned for some years after Absalom’s rebellion, and 40 years was the total length of his reign, 5:4. NIV follows the Lucianic LXX, Syriac and Josephus so has At the end of four years- Four years of his political campaigning. By then it was clear that he had won the majority of Israelites to support him in taking over rule from his father. Many might have expected David to retire and enjoy life. Absalom would have been about 30 years old and was ready to be ruthless.

Absalom said to the king.. Let me go to Hebron.. I VOWED A/made this vow, If the LORD.. I will SERVE/worship the LORD in Hebron- This made some sense as Hebron was his birthplace, 3:2-3, and a religious centre, Josh 21:11-13. But it sounded odd - Jerusalem was conveniently near to Hebron, why hadn’t he fulfilled it promptly? Cp Deu 23:21. David may have doubted that Absalom really meant it, but Godly parents try to encourage their children to worship God. Cp Num 30:2. He names the Lord three times and talks piously about serving Him, and fulfilling a vow to Him. In fact he is serving only himself, and at no stage shows any desire to know, obey, or serve the Lord. As in arranging to murder Amnon, 21:23-38, he asked permission to go out of town for a feast, accompanied by a crowd of people who didn’t know what would happen. 

The king said.. Go in peace. So he went to Hebron- David had been first proclaimed king there, 2:1, 4; 5:3, 5. If there was some resentment towards David for having shifted his capital to Jerusalem, this would bring support for Absalom – ever ready to make shallow promises! David had his faults, but he was open-hearted and sincere, and seems not to have suspected any treachery on the part of Absalom. He may have been quite pleased to see him becoming popular. David had been popular in his youth, but THAT popularity was based on his fearless faith in God, and willingness to fight Israel’s oppressors. And his effectiveness in doing so, 1 Sa 18:6-9, 12-16, 30. The writer expresses the irony of David giving his blessing to Absalom as he sets out to start his rebellion that aimed at murdering him, 16:21-17:4. Absalom’s name means Father is peace, and David’s last words to him are “Go in Peace,” as Absalom sets out to make war against his father.

15:10-16:14 Absalom’s Rebellion Begins

(Israel along with Achitophel transferred their loyalty from David to Absalom. Hushai pretended to do that, but along with Ittai, Zadok and Abiathar he remained loyal to David. Shimei was loyal to Saul. Amidst all human uncertainties, the loyalty of the Lord to His people and purposes stands out.)

15:10-12 Absalom sent SPIES/secret messengers throughout.. Israel- From his contacts mentioned in 15:1-6, he had recruited agents throughout Israel. When he forced the issue by proclaiming himself as king, they agreed to side with him and the future, rather with David and the past. you hear the sound of the trumpets- Ram’s horns were blown at Absalom’s anointing in Hebron, as with the anointing of Solomon, 1 Ki 1:39. It seems that to make the whole nation aware that they had a new king, Absalom had arranged for the relaying of this signal. As the land was hilly the information could be conveyed from hill to hill much faster than anyone could run from town to town. This would ensure a rapid gathering of men willing to form Absalom’s army, and share in the rewards of serving this popular prince now he was king. 

then say, Absalom is king in Hebron- Hebron was a walled city far enough from Jerusalem to be easily defended against attack. But it was close enough for a grand march on Jerusalem when Absalom king in Hebron marched on Jerusalem as David had. 

Two hundred.. from Jerusalem.. went IN THEIR SIMPLICITY/quite innocently- Their being at Hebron deprived David of a number of important men. Like David they were happy to support Absalom in his role as popular prince, and go with him in his “religious pilgrimage,” but had not known that they were committing themselves to a rebellion. As there was no guarantee that Absalom would let them get away safely from Hebron to join David they had been put into a position where the easiest thing to do was to back Absalom. 

While Absalom was offering sacrifices- This would give the false impression that he was honouring Israel’s God, and so was a God-approved King. There would have been Levites and priests in Hebron, Josh 21:4, 9-12, and it isn’t surprising that they were happy to act on this important occasion, and not insist that Zadok and Abiathar were needed. 

he sent for Achitophel.. David’s councillor.. from Gilo- Near Hebron, Josh 15:51. He had been David’s friend and trusted adviser, but was now betraying him – see David’s words in Ps 41:9; 55:12-14. It’s likely Achitophel had secretly supported Absalom, and provided him with the successful plan of campaign that Absalom had followed. He would know well the weaknesses that Absalom could exploit, and, as David’s counsellor, assure David that his actions were appropriate for the heir to the throne, and not intended as disloyalty to David. Absalom had concealed his hatred for Amnon until he had a good chance to strike at him. It may well be that as Bath Sheba’s grandfather, Achitophel had concealed his resentment against David, until the time came to strike. David, because of his impulsive, passionate nature, had thoughtlessly betrayed Achitophel’s trust in him. Achitophel, a cold, shrewd man, patiently built up his betrayal of David so as to make it effective. That the greatest and wisest of David’s counsellors, 16:23, endorsed Absalom, would encourage others that it was wise to accept him as king. 

So.. Absalom’s following kept increasing- Everything worked out just as planned. No one would know better than David’s trusted counsellor Achitophel how the existing system of government worked. And how an alternative one could be organised to take over the land. 

15:13-31 David’s Flight from Jerusalem

(This section is full of confused movement. David fearing that Jerusalem would suffer a bloody siege if they remain decided to flee. His family, household staff, and small standing army went with him. Many officials had gone to Hebron, 15:11. Lacking them, and being in a state of shock, David had no rational strategy. Plans developed piecemeal as various people were met, and were willing to help David in various ways. The first goal was to get out of reach of Absalom. The second was to arrange to get information about his plans. )

15:13-15 A messenger- As Absalom entered the city soon after David left it’s likely that this man had seen Absalom’s army approaching and ran ahead to warn David, The hearts of the men of Israel- This describes Israel’s armed forces in Judg 7:23; 9:55; 20:22; 1 Sa 7:11; 14:24. So here it seems to mean that a large armed force had gathered to Absalom at Hebron in response to his proclamation, 15:10. are AFTER/with Absalom- Soon after Absalom’s arrival in Jerusalem Achitophel asked that 12,000 soldiers be given to him so that he could get David murdered promptly. 

David said.. LET US/We must flee, or none of us will escape from Absalom- David’s grip on the government of Israel had become slack as a result of his sin and its consequences. He no longer had the clear conscience before the Lord that had in the past made him as bold as a lion, 1 Sa 17:45-47. Cp Prov 28:1. he will.. bring EVIL/ruin upon us and SMITE/put the city to the sword- While David had been slow to suspect Absalom of treason, he knew his character well enough that he was sure he and his close friends would be killed if they remained in Jerusalem. He loved the city of Jerusalem as the capital city of Israel, and as the place where Israel would gather to worship the Lord. He would sooner withdraw and leave it to Absalom, than fight over it and destroy it. Cp the true mother in 1 Ki 3:27. 

The king’s officials answered him Your servants are WILLING/ready- David had been weak and foolish as a husband and father, and may well have withdrawn largely from public life. But older folk would not easily forget the great debt they owed to him for his spiritual and military leadership. Through David God had given deliverance to Israel. Those in his court in Jerusalem gladly followed him into exile.

15:16-18 The king WENT FORTH/set out with his entire household- By continuing to refer to David as “the king” the writer reminds us that he was still that. Absalom was calling himself the king. The majority of Israelites were accepting that he was the king. But God, the invisible King of Israel, was the One with the right to declare someone to be king. (Cp His proclamation of rebels such as Jeroboam and Jehu as kings.) And enough strong men were marching out with David to argue on the battle field the case for him to continue as king under God.

he left ten WOMEN/concubines to KEEP/take care of the HOUSE/palace- So without realising it he set up the situation in which the prophecy of Nathan would be fulfilled, 12:11; 20:3. This wouldn’t lead to fighting as no one would expect women to try to defend the palace against Absalom’s men. But their being there would discourage casual looting. By putting them in charge of the palace property David showed he intended to return. And probably also that he was reluctant to leave his possessions and security, and trust them into the Lord’s hands.

So the king set out.. TARRIED/they halted at a place AFAR OFF/some distance away- Bayith Merchaq- Far house. The outskirts of Jerusalem. They had straggled out of town, but once they were in an open place they needed to sort themselves out so as to travel in an orderly way. What had been something of a panic flight became an organised retreat. Each group marched past their king, and acknowledged him as such. Many of them had been with him in fleeing from place to place to avoid fighting brother Israelites when pursued by Saul, 1 Sa 23:25-26, etc or in marching out to battle to protect Israelites, 1 Sa 23:1-5, etc. And there is an orderly purposefulness in their words and actions. David stood to review them as they put Jerusalem with its walled security behind them, and headed off into the wilderness. In a sense this echoes the departure of Abraham from Ur, Heb 11:8, and Israel from Egypt. The future, and their possible return, were in God’s hands, 15:25-26. 

All his SERVANTS PASSED ON BEFORE/marched past him.. six hundred Gittites THAT CAME AFTER/who had accompanied him from Gath- We’re not told when or why this large unit had become part of David’s permanent army. His residence at Gath, 1 Sa 27:1-28:2; 29:1-30, would have established his reputation as a popular and successful military leader. His subduing of the Philistines 8:1-2, which it seems was focussed on Gath, may have been the occasion for their switching loyalty. Their attachment is to David personally, not to the nation of Israel under any other king. Note the emphasis on all.. all... David had generated loyalty in those who, through working closely with him, knew him best.

15:19-22 The king said to Ittai.. 
WHEREFORE/Why come.. RETURN/Go back.. You are a STRANGER/foreigner, an exile- In serving David Ittai had become an exile with the insecurity of living among foreigners. Now David himself is becoming an exile from Jerusalem, he feels it’s unreasonable for him to expect his friend and comrade in arms to go into worse exile. You came only yesterday.. shall I make you GO UP AND DOWN/ wander about with us- David seems to have had no plans except to escape attack from a larger army as he had done when Saul was king. 

RETURN/Go back, and take your countrymen. May kindness- Chesed. and faithfulness- Emeth. be with you- David’s son has betrayed him and led Israel to betray him, 15:6, so he himself has security only in the faithfulness and truth of God. He prays that Ittai may too experience that security. And assures them that they are released from their oath of loyalty to him as he can no longer offer security in Israel to Ittai - or reward for serving him loyally as king. David isn’t denying that he would be glad of Ittai’s help, but honesty requires him to make sure he realises that he can be given no guarantees for his future. What David says is testing Ittai. Not out of suspicion, but out of friendship demanding that Ittai act in considered self-interest. As Naomi had done with Ruth, Ruth 1:15-16. 

But Ittai replied.. As surely as the LORD lives.. IN THE PLACE/wherever my lord the king may be.. there ALSO will your servant be- The strength of their loyalty and commitment to David is backed by their swearing it by the name of his and Israel’s God. They may have become committed to David’s Lord as a result of their commitment to him. Cp 1 Sa 29:6; Ruth 1:16-17. If Jesus is OUR Lord, similar loyalty is appropriate for us. So Ittai.. marched on with all his men.. LITTLE ONES/families.

15:23-26 And ALL THE COUNTRY/the whole countryside wept aloud- Only the court officials and the armed forces accompanied David, but the general population, although they may have had no desire to join his army, acknowledged their debt to David, and their sympathy with him in his having to flee from an ungrateful son. The thought of the possibility of civil war would also be something to weep over. 

The king crossed the Kidron- David’s descent from his city into Kidron valley may symbolise his humiliation - as it was a dumping ground for rubbish and defiled things, 1 Ki 15:13; 2 Ki 23:4, 6, 12. Perhaps a symbol that his son wanted to consign him to the dustbin of history. **13 About a thousand years later, Jesus, Son of David, another rejected king, also crossed the Kidron to the Mount of Olives. Jn 18:1, on His way to giving His life as a ransom for many. 

Zadok was there.. the Levites.. carrying the ark of the covenant of God- God’s covenant and ark were important to David, as was the new covenant that God had made with him and his descendants, 7:8-17. David had co-operated with the Priests and Levites in claiming the fulfilment of God’s promise to place His Name in a city, Deu 12:5, by bringing the ark to Jerusalem, 6:1-18; 1 Ki 8:29; 11:36; 2 Ki 23:27

Footnote **13 The root Kdr in Kidron occurs generally in situations of mourning, Job 5:11; 30:28; Ps 43:2; Jer 8:21; 14:2; Mal 3:14. and disaster, as in Is 50:3; Jer 4:28; 8:21; 14:2; Ezek 31:15; 32:7-8; Joel 2:10; Mic 3:6.

They set down the ark of God, and Abiathar WENT UP/offered sacrifices until all the people had finished leaving the city- That God’s priests and Levites were loyal to David was obvious, and not surprising. They were among his officials, 6:12-18; 8:17. He had honoured the Lord in battle, 1 Sa 17:45-51, etc, and honoured them by consulting the Lord through them, 1 Sam 23:1-5, etc. And he was the God-appointed king anointed by Samuel, 1 Sam 16:1-13. Absalom showed no signs of being an obedient worshipper of the Lord. By sacrificing to God they were using the occasion to honour Him, and to honour David and his people by ensuring that as they left they did so in the presence of the Lord God of Israel. And they entreated His blessing on each group as they went with David into exile. 

the king said.. take the ark of God back into the city. If I find favour in the LORD's eyes he will bring me back- David shows that he understands the nature of God’s relationship to His ark. Taking the ark with him would not guarantee that the Lord would be with him, and bless him. Cp 1 Sa 4:3, 21. David had learned the lesson that having control of the ark gave no-one control of God, 6:5-7. God must be acknowledged as Sovereign, and it was in the interest of all Israel that no one try to use it as a pawn. The ark belonged in Jerusalem whether David or Absalom was king. As the invisible Lord was Himself the centre of Israel’s life, so the visible symbol of the Lord should stay in the capital city as a reminder that He was Israel’s true Ruler. 

But if he says I HAVE NO DELIGHT IN/am not pleased with you.. let him do to me whatever seems good to him- David confesses that Israel is a kingdom under God, and He alone has the right to determine who will be king. David has been their king only because the Lord had chosen to make him king, spared his life and enabled him to rule up to this point. The title of Ps 3 says it expresses David’s trust in the Lord at this time. Blessings had been promised to Israel under David’s son. David bows his head to the bitter reality of Absalom’s successful rebellion, and places himself in the Lord’s hands for Him to choose whether Absalom is to be that son. But he also takes wise steps to preserve his own life and the life of his governing officials and army. Absalom’s rebellion is an evil action, and an evil done to David, but God had warned that such a thing would happen. If it seems good in the Lord’s eyes that it ends in his own death, David as His servant will accept that as being good – God’s wisest and most loving action to round off his life. 

15:27-29 The king also said to Zadok the priest, Aren’t you a seer- Perhaps referring to his responsibility to determine God’s will by the use of the Urim and Thummim, Ex 28:30; Num 27:21; 1 Sa 2:28; 28:6, etc. RETURN/Go back into the city.. with your son Ahimaz and Jonathan the son of Abiathar.. I will TARRY/wait IN/at the PLAIN/fords- Arabah- The Jordan crossings near Gilgal. Until.. CERTIFY/inform me- As a matter of principle David insisted that the ark remain in Jerusalem. As a matter of strategy, he points out that their neutrality means they will come under Absalom’s rule. But by being there they could keep David informed of the situation. This was an appropriate display of loyalty – taking the ark with him wasn’t. It was the Lord’s ark, not David’s ark, as the Lord had made clear when Uzzah died. David looks to the Lord to show grace to him and return him to his city and his throne if it’s His will. But he also takes steps to ensure he receives any helpful information. God’s servants must put themselves at their Master’s disposal, but also take any steps towards gaining the desired goal that occur to them. God may well be moving them to take the steps necessary for their prayers to be answered. So Zadok and Abiathar.. back to Jerusalem.

15:30-34 David WENT/continued up.. weeping as he went- Apart from his personal misery at his son’s behaviour, and the humiliation of being driven from the city he had conquered and enlarged, David knew all too well that in civil wars there are no winners, only losers. His head covered- As a sign of grief, Est 6:12; Jer 14:3-4, bare-foot, Isa 20:2, 4; Eze 24:17. All the people with him.. weeping.

David had been told, Achitophel is among the conspirators.. So David prayed, O LORD turn Achitophel’s counsel into foolishness- David’s answer to the news that Absalom was advancing with a national army was to flee from Jerusalem. But he confesses his helplessness when he hears that Achitophel is conspiring with Absalom, so he flees to the Lord and asks Him to provide the necessary counter-weight to Achitophel’s well-informed-with-state-secrets, wisdom. 

When David arrived at the TOP/summit, where HE WORSHIPPED/people used to worship God- At the point where it had been traditional to worship God, God sends an answer to David’s prayer – a man who as a counsellor God will use to frustrate Achitophel’s cunning maliciousness. Hushai the ARCHITE/Arkite- The Arkites were a clan living near Bethel, Josh 16:2; 1 Chr 1:15. They don’t seem to have been Israelites. was there to meet him, his COAT RENT/robe torn, and EARTH/dust on his head. 

David said.. if you return to the city.. you can help me DEFEAT THE COUNSEL OF/by frustrating Achitophel’s advice- David saw the coming of this loyal friend as being part of God’s answer to his prayer 15;31, and a reminder of the Lord’s purposes, and His steadfast love, 5:10; 1 Sa 18:12, 14, 28. He could provide a direct channel to David from the inner council of Absalom. Trusting in God, and organising resistance are not presented as being incompatible. 

15:35-37 the priests Zadok.. Abiathar.. Tell them.. Their two sons.. Send to me with EVERYTHING/anything you hear. So David’s friend- Cp 1 Chr 27:33. It seems to be an official title, perhaps meaning the king’s most trusted adviser. Cp 1 Ki 4:5. He demonstrated the sincerity of his friendship with David by obeying him, and placing himself at risk of execution if Absalom suspected his true motives. 

Hushai CAME INTO THE CITY/arrived at Jerusalem as Absalom CAME/was entering- At that stage David and those with him would have been only two or three miles away, out of sight on the other side of the Mount of Olives. David had a near escape from battle, but he had placed himself in the Lord’s hands, and was kept safe. If Absalom had arrived an hour earlier as he approached Jerusalem he would have seen David and his men disappearing over the top of the Mt of Olives. Within easy reach of his enthusiastic and triumphant troops. 

16:1-4 When David.. there was Ziba- David had ordered him to supervise Saul’s estate for Mephibosheth, 9:7-10. We’re not told Ziba was sincere in his support of David. It cost him nothing to give away Mephibosheth’s property, (the donkeys etc)  but earned David’s gratitude. It seems none of his sons or servants went with David, 19:17, so he avoided angering Absalom. That he had so much bread baked ready makes it likely he had at least a day’s warning that Absalom was coming, yet made no effort to warn David. with two hundred loaves of bread.. raisins.. SUMMER FRUITS/figs and a BOTTLE/skin of wine.

The king asked Why have you brought these- David sounds cautious. For the seven years David was at Hebron Saul’s family had worked to keep him from being king over Israel. Loyalty from them could hardly be expected, except for Mephibosheth, who wasn’t there. Ziba answered, The ASSES/donkeys are for the king’s household to ride.. bread.. to eat, wine to refresh.. FAINT/exhausted..

Mephibosheth.. the house of Israel will RESTORE/give me back my grandfathers kingdom- That a cripple could hope to become king because Absalom was dethroning his father was ridiculous. But in David’s distress at the treachery of Absalom and Achitophel, it might seem possible. There was still resentment in the tribe of Benjamin against David as we see with Shimei. But the rebellion wasn’t based on the Benjamites. 

Then the king said.. All that belonged to Mephibosheth is.. yours- David was a passionate character, prone to hasty action, as later the Apostle Peter was. In this case David was quick to assume the worst, and rewarded Ziba for his gesture of loyalty. I humbly BESEECH/bow, Ziba said- Ziba bowed only when his strategy had secured the promise of his master’s possessions. And instead of going with David he wished God would bless him, and went home to look after his own interests.

16:5-8 As King David approached Bahurim- 19:16; 1 Ki 2:8, Shimei.. cursed- Qalal- To insult, belittle, discredit. He CAST STONES AT/pelted David.. though.. the special guards were on David’s right and left- Throwing stones at David could symbolise an attempt at carrying out God’s Law that adulterers should be stoned to death, Lev 20:11; Deu 22:21, 24.

As he cursed- Qalal, Shimei said, COME/Get out.. you BLOODY man of blood- The Lord said David was ruled out from building the Temple because he was a man of blood, in that he had been required to fight many battles and kill many people, 1 Chr 22:8. It was stated as a positive thing – a necessary evil, as a preliminary to Solomon’s peaceful reign. 

you MAN OF BELIAL/scoundrel. The LORD has RETURNED UPON/repaid you for the blood you shed.. of Saul- Unless the executions mentioned in 21:1-14 had already taken place he was blaming David, wrongly, for the death of Abner and Ish Bosheth. The LORD has DELIVERED/handed the kingdom.. because you are a BLOODY man of blood- The violent streak in Saul’s character is echoed in his relative Shimei, who was recklessly risking his life for the chance to curse and insult David. 

16:9-14 Abishai.. Why should this dead dog- An expression of absolute contempt, as in 9:8. Curse- Qalal, my lord the king. Let me go.. TAKE/cut off his head- Abishai, like his brother Joab, was quick to take vengeance, 3:30; 1 Sa 26:8. But the king said.. you sons of Zeruiah- Abishai isn’t behaving as David’s servant and army general. He is reacting in a way typical of his family background, as Joab had in murdering Abner, 3:30. David disowns that kind of action. Certainly Shimei deserved to die because he had cursed the ruler of God’s people, Ex 22:28. But to murder him would be to descend to his level as an unreasonably angry man venting his spite. 

If he is cursing- Qalal, me because the LORD said- David isn’t proudly self-righteous. His awareness of his own sin means that he admits that God might have decided to replace him with Absalom. He would not question Shimei’s right to call him a murderer, even though it was Uriah, not Saul’s family he had killed. My son.. SEEKETH/is trying to take my life. How much more.. this Benjamite!- That members of Saul’s family should resent David being king, and wish to insult him was reasonable, and easy to cope with. The attitude and action of his own son is such a deep grief that anything Shimei can say or do is trivial by comparison. 

Leave him alone; let him curse.. It may be that the LORD will LOOK ON MINE AFFLICTION/see my distress and WILL REQUITE/repay me with good for HIS/the cursing- David had no superstitious fear that an undeserved curse could harm him. He was humble enough to realise that perhaps he did deserve to be cursed and insulted, and the Lord might have arranged for Shimei to do this. In any case the Law assured him that God could bless him to compensate for undeserved cursing, Deu 23:5. David is sufficiently mature and confident in the Lord that he is able to use the unpleasantness caused by Shimei as a means of further growth into spiritual maturity and faith, and that is what the Lord desires of us. 

So David.. while Shimei.. cursing as he went.. CAST DUST/showering him with dirt- By keeping uphill from the refugees Shimei could pelt them from a relatively safe distance. It would be humiliating to ignore him, but it might have been more humiliating to waste energy in unsuccessful pursuit. The king.. CAME WEARY/arrived.. exhausted- With the first stage of their journey safely over they were free to rest. 

16:15-17:29 Plans for Civil War

16:15-19 Absalom and all THE PEOPLE the men of Israel came to Jerusalem.. Hushai.. David’s friend, went to Absalom and said.. GOD SAVE/Long live the king- This left as a question who was the true king, while giving Absalom the assurance that in his pride he took for granted. Absalom asked, Is this THY KINDNESS/the love you show to your friend?

Hushai said.. the one chosen by the LORD.. and by all.. Israel – his will I be- Again this was true of David, 5:1-3; 6:21; 1 Sa 16:1, 12. Hushai could be confessing why he must serve David even while nominally accepting Absalom as king. But Absalom’s self-confident pride makes him sure that he himself is Israel’s choice as king, and therefore chosen by the Lord.

Should I not serve.. Just as I served IN THE PRESENCE OF your father- Hushai shows his wisdom in that without telling lies he says words that describe his true situation. He was indeed continuing to serve David in offering his services to his son Absalom. A less self-confident man might have suspected the truth but pride makes men blind, and Absalom had ears only for flattery. He was quick to believe that Hushai and every other Israelite would want to have him as king. Absalom saw himself as a great and gifted man, and Hushai’s words assured him that his rule would begin smoothly and unchallenged. 

16:20-23 Absalom said to Achitophel.. What should we do- Absalom and his army had entered the capital city triumphantly, and occupied its fortress and palace without opposition. What was the next step to make this success permanent? David had made a habit of asking the Lord for guidance through His priests, 2:1-4; 5:18-19, 22-25; 1 Sa 23:1-5; 9-13; 30:7-8. Absalom relied on worldly wisdom, as he had no desire to please the Lord, or to accept the restrictions His Law placed on His people.

Achitophel answered, GO IN UNTO/Lie with your father’s concubines- To take over David’s harem was a symbol of his having taken over his throne, and the privileges of kingship. He acted as if David was already dead and to be treated with contempt until disposed of. While it fulfilled God’s words to David, 12:10-12, it was a public declaration that Absalom had no intention of obeying God’s Law. David had fallen into sin and broken God’s Law but showed he was ashamed of that. Absalom flaunted his defiance of God’s Law for political advantage, as a matter of policy. From Achitophel’s point of view it was also a perfect personal revenge for David’s offence against his family. David had from that roof seen Bath Sheba Achitophel’s grand-daughter, and committed adultery with her in his heart, Mt 5:28, and fetched her to that palace to do so physically. This would be an eye for an eye retaliation, Ex 21:24; Lev 24:20; Deu 19:21, but a tenfold repayment as 10 of David’s concubines were involved. 

All Israel will hear.. everyone with you will be strengthened- Israel had agreed that Absalom should be king, but it was not clear whether he would rule with David’s consent, or would fight and kill his father. Government officials, the population of Jerusalem, etc might not want to take action against David until that was settled. By this action he was publicly proclaiming that he was king in defiance of his father, and was totally and finally repudiating and replacing him. It meant people must choose to side with one king, or the other. Absalom’s followers must act with him against his father, and could do so confidently knowing that there was no possibility of a compromise being worked out between them.

they SPREAD/pitched a tent.. on TOP OF THE HOUSE/roof.. in the sight of all Israel- In fulfilment of Nathan’s prophecy given privately to David, 12:11-12. Achitophel and Absalom freely chose to please themselves and do what they saw as helping their cause and yet fulfilled God’s words based on what He knew they would do. Even so Annas, Caiahphas, Pilate, etc did God’s foreordained will with hands that were personally guilty, Acts 2:23. 

Now.. the COUNSEL OF/advice Achitophel.. was AS IF A MAN INQUIRED AT AN ORACLE/like that of one who inquires of God- Both David and Absalom had confidence in the wisdom of Achitophel. It was clever worldly wisdom, and encouraged Israel to see Absalom as a strong, successful man with no fear of his father, or of God. But, there was a flaw in the advice, The Law commanded the death penalty for Absalom’s sin, Lev 20:11, so it put him on a collision course with God. 

17:1-4 Achitophel said.. LET ME NOW/I would- Absalom was self-confident, but Achitophel was wise enough to not trust him to lead the army. twelve thousand men- These may well symbolise the twelve tribes of Israel – the whole nation acting in unity. They would greatly outnumber the core of men supporting David. And being chosen for the honour of acting on behalf of their king who had triumphantly taken over the capital city, they would go into action enthusiastically. PURSUE/set out tonight in pursuit of David.. COME UPON/attack him while he is weary and weak- Having retreated, afraid to oppose Absalom’s men, and encumbered with wives and children and some household goods. A prompt attack while king David and his men were still off balance with the shock of what had happened would give the best chance of success. 

I WILL SMITE/would strike down only the king and bring all the people back to you- Achitophel’s advice was to take swift action, while David and his men were still in the distressed state of having to run away from Absalom’s army. And not having had time to organise themselves would make it easier to reach David and kill him. The country would then have no alternative but to settle down under their new king. It might have worked out like that as David may have had less than 2000 troops. (Ittai and his 500 men made up one of its three sections in 18:2.) A prompt strike with overwhelming numbers while David’s men were tired and discouraged was sound military tactics. 

The death of the man you seek IS AS IF ALL RETURNED/ will mean the return of all; all the people SHALL BE IN PEACE/will be unharmed- Shalom.- To bring peace in the simplest, quickest way was the ideal. THE SAYING PLEASED ABSALOM WELL/This plan seemed good to Absalom and to all the elders of Israel- Absalom’s rebellion had gathered substantial backing from the tribal leaders, including the 200 from Jerusalem, 15:11. 

17:5-10 But Absalom said, CALL/Summon Hushai.. hear what he has to say- Both men had provided David with wise counsel, so to hear them both made sense, according to their culture, Prov 11:14; 15:22; 24:6. From Absalom’s point of view a drawback in Achitophel’s plan that there was no star role for himself in it. This may have moved him to see if Hushai could offer him more than Achitophel had. When Hushai came to him Absalom said.. give us your opinion- He risks disclosing the plan to a man who he had expected would be loyal to David. 

Hushai replied.. The advice.. is not good this time- Hushai in God-given wisdom mildly discredits Achitophel’s wisdom, and strongly appeals to Absalom’s fears, and to his pride. This buys time for David to get safely away to a fortified town where the civilian refugees could be housed, and the army, freed of responsibility for protecting them, could be organised for action. 

your father and his men.. MIGHTY MEN/fighters and CHAFED IN THEIR MINDS/as fierce as a wild bear- Beneath Absalom’s showy confidence there would have been fear of facing David in battle. Every Israelite knew that from Goliath onward David had faced many foes and heavy odds, and the Lord had always given him the victory. Hushai played on these fears, and reminded him that while David’s army wasn’t large, they were tough fighters. 12,000 men attacking him sounded overwhelming odds, but would they win against a man the popular song said had slain his ten thousands, 1 Sa 18:7. Certainly David’s fighters would be distressed at having abandoned Jerusalem at the news of Absalom’s advance. But would such men be weary and weak? Or violently angry and eager to hit back at those who had destroyed their comfort? Everyone knew that Hushai was stating facts when he talked of David’s fame as a warrior, and the tough quality of his men. Remembering that made it hard for them to think of them as weak. If that wasn’t true it cast doubt on Achitophel’s plan. 

your father is A MAN OF WAR/experienced fighter; he will not LODGE WITH THE PEOPLE/spend the night with the troops- Saul had in 1 Sa 26:7, but David had made use of caves, 23:13; 1 Sa 22:1; 24:3. King Saul and the Israelite army had spent years trying to capture David, and failed to do so. In hunting for David they might fall into a trap. 

Even now, he is hidden in SOME PIT/a cave.. a slaughter among the troops who follow Absalom- Achitophel’s plan sounded very good. Dash off with a large army, find David, and kill him. Then his supporters would have no alternative but to return to Jerusalem and Absalom’s rule. But everything hinged on the IF – IF David could be found and killed. Hushai played on their fear that it wouldn’t happen that way. They might not find David, and if they did his tough bodyguard wouldn’t stand around and watch David being killed. There would be plenty of casualties among the attackers, and would they have the discipline and hard Joab-style leadership to cope with that? 

Then even HE THAT IS VALIANT/the bravest soldier.. will.. fear, for all Israel knows your father is a MIGHTY MAN/fighter- Gibbor, those.. with him are VALIANT/brave- Chayil.- Rumour is powerful and if David’s recorded killing of one Philistine – Goliath meant that he was credited with killing ten thousands, the loss of a few soldiers in hunting for David, could easily grow into a report of a massive slaughter. And such a slaughter was possible in the thinking of these people to whom his triumphs against odds, as in 23:8-23 was recent popular history. 

17:11-14 THEREFORE I COUNSEL/So I advise you: Let all Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba.. you yourself leading them into battle IN THINE OWN PERSON- Absalom was a conceited man. Hushai had warned him that rushing in to attack David was a risky business, but offered him the alternative of massing a huge, irresistible army and leading them gloriously into battle. Of course it was unduly optimistic to imagine that every able-bodied man in Israel would rush to fight for Absalom against David, but Absalom’s supporters liked to think they would. And Absalom’s self-confident pride could imagine nothing better than for him to lead that huge invincible army to easy victory. The quick disposal of David by Achitophel and his army lacked that glamour. 

Then we will.. fall upon him as dew settles on the ground- Absalom’s army would be so large that stopping it would be as impossible as it was to stop dew from settling. If he withdraws into a city.. we will drag it INTO THE RIVER/to the valley..

Absalom and all.. said, The COUNSEL/advice of Hushai.. is better- The character of Absalom and his army is seen in their response. To them empty boasting was an attractive option. They would reap the fruit of their choice, but it would also be the sovereign over-ruling of God, and the answer to David’s prayer, 15:31; Ps 33:10; Pr 21:30. For the LORD had APPOINTED TO DEFEAT/determined to frustrate the good COUNSEL/advice of Achitophel.. to bring EVIL/disaster on Absalom- In spite of his popularity, and large army, Absalom was doomed. The Lord had answered David’s prayer, and Achitophel’s wise advice was wasted. 
THEN SAID Hushai UNTO/told.. the priests- He wasn’t confident that Achitophel’s plan was permanently shelved, and so warned David. LODGE NOT/Do not spend the night at the PLAINS IN THE WILDERNESS/fords in the desert- In case Absalom had second thoughts about his decision, and let Achitophel take the troops to attack David. 

17:17-20 Jonathan and Ahimaz were staying at En Rogel- A spring of water close to the city of Jerusalem. a WENCH/servant girl WENT/was to go- A servant girl going out of the city to fill a water jar would not arouse suspicion. In the culture of the times, and often elsewhere, women were treated as being of no importance. Here, as often in Scripture two women – a servant girl drawing water, and a farmer’s wife quick-witted enough to hide the men messengers were vital links in the chain. Cp Rahab hiding Joshua’s spies.

But a LAD/young man saw them and told Absalom. So the two.. left quickly and went to a house in Bahurim. a well in his courtyard- A pit for collecting run-off rainwater, that would be empty in the dry season. and they climbed down into it. His wife took a covering.. SPREAD GROUND CORN/scattered grain over it.. WAS NOT KNOWN/No one knew about it.

Absalom’s men came.. asked, Where.. The woman answered.. GONE/crossed over the brook. The men.. found no one, so they returned to Jerusalem- Scripture records a number of occasions when people told lies, and no condemnation is recorded. (In fact there is often no verdict given on actions recorded.) The Rabbis said that failing to tell the truth in order to avoid the killing of an innocent person – as in this case – was keeping the spirit of God’s Law by breaking the letter. Cp 1 Sa 19:13-17; 20:5-6, 28-29. In such situations we too must choose the less undesirable option. We’re to speak the truth in love. We must not lie to each other. In Ex 20:16 God specifically forbade telling lies against, or about our neighbour. But all lying is the Devil’s work, and we must make every endeavour to avoid it. Only the truth can set people free, or enable the building of a work for God.

17:21-23 After THEY WERE DEPARTED/the men had gone, the two climbed up- Recorded as symbolising that David also will climb out of the pit of his difficulties and go on his way? went to.. King David.. said.. PASS QUICKLY OVER THE WATER/Set out and cross the river at once; FOR Achitophel has COUNSELLED/advised.. such against you. So David.. all the people.. PASSED OVER/crossed the Jordan- After their twenty mile flight from Jerusalem a full night’s rest would have been attractive. But safety must come first so the men laboured to get all the refugees safely across the Jordan River, and probably scattered out of sight among the hills on their way to Mahanaim. 

When Achitophel saw his COUNSEL/advice had not been followed- We’re not told what Achitophel said in response to Hushai’s flowery speech, but no doubt it was like his original plan, down to earth, realistic. And failed to catch the imagination and flatter the ego of the young king. So he gave up the struggle to help Absalom succeed, and wrote him off as doomed to failure, victim to his own conceit. he saddled his ASS/donkey and set off for his house- In confirmation of the wisdom with which he was credited in 16:23, Achitophel saw that the rebellion would fail, and he would be found guilty of treason. His telling Absalom to take his father’s concubines would be unforgivable. He has been likened to Judas in betraying his Master, and in his despairing suicide. But he had grounds for considering that David had forfeited his right to rule Israel by betraying his friend and wrecking the marriage of his grand-daughter. 

He put his HOUSEHOLD/house in order.. hanged himself.. buried in his father’s SEPULCHRE/tomb. Scripture ends with Achitophel being buried with his fathers – his own place. But the words when used of Judas suggest his going to be with the master he truly served - Satan. Achitophel was a self-centred but rational man. He acted promptly, set his affairs in order and ended his life. A sad use of wisdom, but he preferred that to grovelling like Shimei, and living and dying, 1 Ki 2, under a semi-pardon. The Bible gives no approval of suicide, but in this case it treats it as a coldly logical act of a coldly logical man.
17:24-26 David CAME/went to Mahanaim- That Abner had chosen Mahanaim as Ish Bosheth’s refugee capital suggests it was an easily defended town, and so was a wise choice. Absalom PASSED OVER/crossed the Jordan, with all the men of Israel.. appointed Amasa.. A MAN’S son.. named ITHRA/Jether, an Israelite- Ishmaelite in some Ms as in 1 Chr 2:16.(The words are much the same in Hebrew) who had married Abigail, the daughter of Nahash sister of Zeruiah the mother of Joab- As Zeruiah was David’s sister 1 Chr 2:16, but they are said to be daughters of Nahash, not Jesse, it seems Jesse was the second husband of this woman. 

The Israelites and Absalom PITCHED/camped in the land of Gilead- Speculation that their past support for Saul influenced them to support Absalom rather than David is just speculation. “All Israel,” had been won to support Absalom. 

17:27-29 When David came to Mahanaim, Shobi son of Nahash from Rabbah- After David had defeated the Ammonites it would make sense for him to install a king willing to co-operate with Israel as a subject nation. (Perhaps another son of his friend king Nahash, 10:2.) Like the Philistine Ittai, this foreigner – natural enemy of Israel – showed more loyalty to Israel’s king David than did the Israelites who had benefitted from the battles he had fought to bring them into peace and blessing. It’s also true that Jesus Christ, the son of David, was rejected by the nation of Israel under its rulers, but welcomed by many among the Gentiles as their Saviour and Lord, Jn 1:11-12.

MACHIR/Makir son of Ammiel- A wealthy and generous man who had sheltered a lame and disinherited prince, 9:3-5. He now extended his care to a rejected King. Perhaps David’s kindness to Mephibosheth influenced him to support David. 

Barzillai- After the return from exile descendants of this wealthy man are listed as priests, Ezra 2:61-63; Neh 7:63. David’s death-bed commandment to his son king Solomon reminded him to make sure that Barzillai’s sons were given honoured positions in his kingdom, 1 Ki 2:7. Those who are loyal to Christ in rejection and serve Him sacrificially will certainly be rewarded in His Kingdom when He returns to reign. brought BEDS/bedding.. EARTHEN VESSELS/articles of pottery.. wheat.. for David and his people- It would have been impossible to carry with them from Jerusalem all the equipment and food that they would need even for a month’s stay. 
18:1-19:8 David’s Army Defeats Absalom

18:1-3 David NUMBERED/mustered the PEOPLE/men.. SET CAPTAINS/appointed over them- Once secure behind the walls of Mahanaim David organised his troops. David sent FORTH/the troops out.. under.. Joab.. Abishai.. Ittai- He didn’t wait to be attacked, but marched out his troops to attack Absalom’s army. This was good for their morale, and also gave them the advantage of choosing where the fighting would take place. They met Absalom in a forested area where he couldn’t mass his troops, or see clear objectives.

The king SAID TO THE PEOPLE/told the troops.. I will march with you. But the PEOPLE/men said You must not- His willingness to risk his life alongside his men would be appreciated. But, apart from the polite reason they gave, David was getting old, and less competent in battle, 21:16-17. As Achitophel had said if David was killed, the war was over, so he would be the focus of any attack by the enemy. And the need to protect him would outweigh the benefit of his presence. (Note that Joab declared the war was over when Absalom was killed.) 

Even if half of us die, they won’t care; but you are worth ten thousand of us- The Hebrew could be translated as For now there are ten thousand like us. Along with the food supplied by Shobi, Makir and Barzillai, they and others would have supplied considerable manpower. So 10,000 may be a reasonable approximation of David’s army now. If so these recruits would be distributed among the experienced troops under their experienced commanders. Absalom’s army was now so large that it could sustain 20,000 casualties, and still run for home. But they were probably simply saying you’re unique, there are plenty of us and we’re replaceable. 
18:4-5 So the king stood beside the gate while all the PEOPLE CAME/men marched out.. hundreds, thousands- Technical names for military groups, rather than the exact number of men in those groups, David took a direct personal interest in his men, and encouraged them with his presence as they marched out to battle. Today our “David” goes with us, invisibly, and constantly gives us the help we need.

The king commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, DEAL GENTLY/Be gentle with.. Absalom for my sake- In spite of Absalom’s heartless eagerness to insult and kill his father and be undisputed king, 16:20-17:4, David’s father-love for him remained. David the general speaks to his army as David the father asking for his son’s life to be preserved. And all the PEOPLE/troops heard- The order was given publicly so that everyone would know that he wanted Absalom’s life spared. 

18:6-8 The PEOPLE WENT/army marched.. AGAINST/to fight Israel- Absalom’s supporters and army are always referred to as “Israel,” 15:6, 13; 16:15; 17:4, 11, 24-26. the battle WAS/took place in the WOOD/forest- Yaar- Wild country, too rough and rocky for cultivation, covered with trees, scrubby bushes etc. of Ephraim- This is puzzling as both armies were East of Jordan, 17:24, 26; 18:1-4, not in the territory of Ephraim. Perhaps Ephraim claimed this forested area of Gilead, Judg 12:1-4, or it may have been where Ephraimites were slaughtered Judg 12:4-6 – a sombre thought.

the PEOPLE/army of Israel WERE SLAIN/was defeated.. A GREAT SLAUGHTER/the casualties were great – twenty thousand men- Absalom’s glib promises - that if made king he would give everybody what they wanted - collapsed into a disaster. These Israelites had been too quick to forget what they owed to David, and too quick to believe that supporting Absalom in his treachery would bring them great benefits. 

The battle WAS SCATTERED/spread out.. and the WOOD DEVOURED MORE PEOPLE/forest claimed more lives.. than the sword- The graphic Hebrew words sound odd to us - the land of Gilead fed David and his men, but it devoured Absalom’s army! But the meaning is clear. Absalom and Amasa had built up a large army trusting that their sheer numbers could overwhelm David’s smaller, battle-hardened army. But David’s battle-wise commanders made sure that they met Absalom’s poorly-disciplined forces where their great numbers would be useless against disciplined attackers ambushing them from cover. In hand-to-hand fighting, numbers are far less important than the skill and enthusiasm of the men at the point of contact. Cp Alexander the Great’s army faced by vast numbers of Persian troops. David’s experienced fighters cut their way through Absalom’s huge army and scattered them all over the forest so they couldn’t make use of their large numbers in a united stand. Once scattered, they were hunted down and kept on the run. Cp the massed Syrians in 8:3-5; 10:6-18. 

18:9-11 Now Absalom MET/happened to meet- Qara- To encounter accidentally or in a hostile way. In Hebrew Qara can also mean to shout or call out. It may have been Absalom shouting commands, or for help, that drew David’s soldiers. THE SERVANTS OF/David’s men- David his father had, alone, hurried to meet Goliath the heavily armed Giant. Absalom had showed himself off as a handsome hero, and won the hearts of the nation, and planned to lead to victory, 17:11-13. When he met the enemy, instead of attacking them bravely he was in such a panic hurry to get away that he didn’t even use common sense and crouch low enough to dodge the branches! 

his mule went under the thick BOUGHS/branches of a GREAT/large oak- Absalom’s chariot couldn’t travel through a forest. (Sisera left his behind when it got bogged.) We don’t read of David, Joab, etc riding into battle – they marched and ran with their troops. Absalom may have believed it was beneath his dignity to do that, so paid dearly for his pride. 

Absalom’s head CAUGHT HOLD OF/got caught in the tree. He was TAKEN UP/left hanging BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH/in midair- Absalom had forfeited Heaven - God’s kingdom - by openly defying God in order to win for himself an earthly kingdom. Now, in symbol, he has no place in either earth or heaven – he’s a nowhere man. It’s possible that a forked branch caught him round the neck, but more probably the full head of long hair of which he was so proud, 14:20-26, became entangled, and he was unable to free himself. What a fool he must have looked, and felt, in contrast to the glory of leading an invincible army he had opted for, 17:11-14. 

one.. told Joab, I saw Absalom HANGED/hanging– Talah- The word is used only once in the Law, Cursed is every one.. Deu 21:22-23. Absalom was under the curse of having defied God’s Law Ex 20:12; Lev 20:11; Deu 5:16. This is stated specifically in Deu 27:16, 20. So, in killing him, taking down his body and burying him, Joab was obeying God even when he was disobeying David. Joab rebelling against David’s command killed David’s rebel son!
18:11-16 Joab said.. Why didn’t you SMITE/strike him.. I would have given you ten shekels- It sounds as if Joab had announced a reward for killing Absalom, or at least had one in mind. He didn’t share David’s noble ideals, 3:22-30, but in this case his hard-headed action made sense. Even if a thousand shekels.. I would not.. the king CHARGED/ commanded.. BEWARE THAT NONE TOUCH/Protect the young man Absalom for my sake- He went on to state that he would know that he was guilty of disobeying the king’s plain command, and would be doing so expecting the king to punish him. 

Joab said, I MAY NOT TARRY THUS/am not going to wait like this.. So he took three DARTS/javelins- Shebet-**14 THRUST THEM THROUGH/plunged them into- Taqa. Absalom’s heart while Absalom was still alive in the MIDST OF THE oak tree- Joab had supported Absalom’s desire to be received back from exile. But his loyalty to David, and awareness of Absalom’s boastful military incompetence would have removed any desire to spare him a second time. Absalom was helpless and could easily have been taken prisoner alive and unharmed, but Joab chose to kill him. He knew David’s weak handling of his family, and the evil results. Given the chance Absalom would be unlikely to repent and be a loyal son. Exile, or being confined to one locality as with Shimei, 1 Ki 2:36-46 would leave room for further rebellion and civil war. (There were no prisons in Israel.) 

Footnote **14 In English it is not entirely clear who killed Absalom. If Joab thrust a DART/javelin through Absalom’s heart he would have been dead without the ten young men needing to kill him. The Hebrew may mean that following Joab’s example they stabbed Absalom while he was still dying, and so in a sense shared the pleasure, responsibility, and blame for his death – as responsibility is shared when an execution is carried out by a firing squad. But the Hebrew may mean that Joab with blunt sticks thumped Absalom in the chest/heart region and perhaps dislodged him from the tree, and  the young men then killed him. Shebet usually means a tribe, but otherwise, a branch, stick, staff, ruler’s sceptre or rod used for punishment. This is the only place where KJV translates it as DART. . Taqa- To blow a trumpet, or less often to clap hands, clang an instrument, drive a nail, thrust, strike. The only other time KJV translates it as THRUST is Judg 3:21 where it is clearly a thrust that kills. Whatever happened, Joab was responsible for Absalom’s death..

Joab’s armour bearers COMPASSED ABOUT/surrounded Absalom.. and SLEW/killed him- This deliberately disobeyed David’s instructions, but was the simplest and easiest way to make a final end of the rebellion. And it expressed the bitter hatred David’s men felt for Absalom, because of his behaviour towards his father David. Then Joab sounded the trumpet and the PEOPLE RETURNED FROM/troops stopped pursuing- With Absalom dead, the battle could be called off, and further casualties avoided. Joab had the same idea about his death as Achitophel had about David’s death, 17:2. If he had been taken prisoner there might still have been attempts to rescue him. 

18:17-18 They took Absalom, CAST/threw him into a GREAT/big pit in the WOOD/forest.. VERY GREAT/large heap of STONES/rocks over him- Rebel Achitophel had rational, moral grounds for acting against David, and was allowed normal burial. Absalom had treacherously repaid David’s forgiveness, and was buried as Achan had been buried, Josh 7:26. By Law, Deu 21:18-21, he should have been stoned for murdering his brother, raping his father’s concubines and attempting to kill his father (with an army), so a mound of stones was a fitting end to the life he had lived. He had driven David out of the heartland of the promised land, and as a result his own body remained there permanently. 

Absalom had taken a pillar- Matstsebeth- A monumental stone, usually upright. as a monument to himself- Cp Saul in 1 Sa 15:12. for he thought, I have no son to KEEP IN REMEMBRANCE/carry on the memory of my name- In 14:27 he had three sons. How the two statements fit together is unclear. It seems likely that they died in infancy. His pride and determination not to be forgotten has an ironical fulfilment – how could a man be forgotten when his graceless attempt to murder his own father, the great deliverer of ancient Israel, had made him unforgettable! He named the pillar after himself, and it is called Absalom’s PLACE/monument unto this day- When this record was made. What is today called “Absalom’s monument,” was erected only in the 1st century AD. 

18:19-23 Ahimaz.. said, Let me.. BEAR TIDINGS/take news to the king that the LORD has AVENGED/delivered- Shaphat- Judged, pronounced sentence, given his verdict, etc. him OF/from the hand of his enemies.. Joab told him.. you must not do so today, because the king’s son is dead- It was no honour to take the king news which would distress him. David might never want to see that messenger again because of the memories seeing him would arouse. David had killed those who brought news of the death of Saul, and Ish Bosheth. Joab would not risk the life of an Aaronic priest. 

Joab said to CUSHI/a Cushite, Go tell the king what you have seen- A non-Israelite slave was good enough to take this message with its mixture of good news and distressing-to-David news. He was probably Joab’s property. Ahimaz.. said to Joab, BUT HOWSOEVER/Come what may, please let me run.. But Joab replied.. You don’t have any TIDINGS/news- Besorah- Glad tidings, reward for good news. that will bring you a reward.. BUT .. I want to run. So Joab said, Run! Then Ahimaz ran by way of the plain and OVERRAN/outran the Cushite.

18:24-30 David SAT/was sitting between the TWO/inner and outer gates, the watchman.. LIFTED UP HIS EYES/looked out AND BEHOLD/he saw a man running alone.. reported it. The king said, If he is alone, THERE IS TIDINGS IN HIS MOUTH/he must have good news- Besorah.- A straggle of runners would have been members of a defeated army, making for shelter behind the walls of the town. A single runner must be bearing a message. 

Then the watchman saw another man running.. it seems to me that the RUNNING OF THE FOREMOST IS/first one runs like Ahimaz.. He’s a good man, the king said. He comes with good TIDINGS/news- The king rightly judged that a popular man like Ahimaz would not have been given the sad task of bearing unpopular news. 

Then Ahimaz called out to the king, All is well!- Shalom. He FELL/bowed down.. said, BLESSED/Praise- Barak the LORD your God! He has delivered up the men who have lifted up their hands against my Lord the king.

The king asked, Is.. Absalom safe- Shalom.- Ahimaz had announced that it was Shalom for David. The rebellion was over and all was well with him and Israel in general. But David wanted to know whether all was well with Absalom. 

Ahimaz answered, I saw great TUMULT/confusion.. but I don’t know what it was- This may well have been true but didn’t answer the king’s question. Perhaps he felt that now the king knew the battle had been won, continued uncertainty about Absalom might help to lessen the shock when the news of his death had to be given. David was known to be deeply distressed emotionally in response to news of death, 1:17-27; 3:31-39; 4:9-12, and especially to feel deeply the loss of his children, 12:14-23; 13:39. The king said, TURN/Stand aside and wait here. 

18:31-33 CUSHI CAME/the Cushite arrived and said, My lord the king, TIDINGS/hear the good news! The LORD HAS AVENGED/had delivered you- Shaphat– Judged and given a decision in your favour. Today.. The king asked the Cushite, Is the young man Absalom safe?- Shalom.

The Cushite answered, May the enemies of my lord the king.. be like that young man- David was given the news of his son’s death as tactfully as possible. There was no abrupt statement such as Joab has killed him. Absalom exits from the public scene as being merely a nameless enemy of David who has been appropriately dealt with. But for David as a father that is not the end of the situation but the beginning of deep, personal grief. 

The king was MUCH MOVED/shaken- Ragaz- To quiver with strong emotion, anger or fear, tremble, quake. He went up to the CHAMBER/room ABOVE THE GATE/over the gateway- So that he could be alone in his grief. Oddly enough he was lamenting – in a sense – between heaven and earth, just as Absalom had hung helpless, 18:9. and wept.

As he went, he said, O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! WOULD GOD/If only I had died instead of you- David was a passionately emotional man, a man of deep feelings and the ability to express them. So his mourning for the death of his son is one of the most moving expressions of grief in literature. And this in spite of all Absalom had done against him. Like any good father he would be asking himself what he could have done differently that would have avoided this tragedy. Part of David’s sorrow would have been the realisation that all the evil Absalom had done was part of the judgment that God had pronounced on his own sin. David had reaped in Amnon and Absalom the harvest from his sexual sin with Bath Sheba and his murder of Uriah, 12:9-12. And he would know that his mishandling of Absalom’s sins of anger, murder, pride, would have contributed to Absalom’s deliberate rebellion. When his infant son died he could leave him confidently in God’s hands, 12:23, but he could have no such assurance with Absalom. 

19:1-4 Joab was told, The king is weeping.. for Absalom. And for ALL THE PEOPLE/the whole army the victory that day was turned into mourning.. ashamed- David had boosted their morale as they marched out to battle, though his command to be kind to Absalom struck a ridiculous note. That would register fully in their minds when they returned to find no welcome and appreciation from David for their willingness to die for him. In the face of David’s overwhelming grief they sneaked quietly past him as he lamented above the gate, 18:33, instead of being greeted with the singing and dancing that followed a victory, Ex 15:1, 21-22; Judg 5:1; 11:34; 1 Sa 18:6-7. All David seemed to care about was that Absalom his treacherous son was dead. He was treating with thankless contempt all they had done for him, making them feel guilty as if they, not Absalom, were the ones who had brought grief to him. 

The king covered his face- Shutting himself in with his grief. cried WITH A LOUD VOICE/aloud, O my son Absalom!- This was a legitimate action for David as a father. But he was also a king whose soldiers had risked their lives for him and had good reason for returning home rejoicing in the Lord God of Israel who had granted victory and deliverance for David over his son’s desire to murder him. He shut himself off from them, and their well-earned joy, as well as from their sympathy in his loss of a son - who had in fact been lost to him long before the battle. In life Absalom had stolen the hearts of Israel and led them to disastrous defeat. David’s reaction meant that he was letting dead Absalom rob those loyal to the Lord’s anointed king of their joy and strength. 

19:5-8 Then Joab.. said, Today you have SHAMED THE FACES/humiliated all your men, who have just saved your life- We’re not told when, if ever, David came to know that it was Joab who had killed Absalom, but Joab ignores any risk he faces from David. He speaks the blunt truth in a sharp rebuke to David for allowing his personal grief to drive out his appreciation of the bravery, love and loyalty shown by his troops, and the victory that God had granted to them. David’s attitude was neither rational nor Godly, and unless he changed rapidly further tragedy was inevitable. 

You love ENEMIES/those who hate you.. hate FRIENDS/those who love you..  you would be pleased if Absalom HAD LIVED/were alive today and all WE HAD DIED/of us were dead- With brutal frankness Joab sums up the impression David’s behaviour gives. Even those less practical and more sympathetic than Joab would have been bewildered and distressed by David’s behaviour. 

SPEAK COMFORTABLY/encourage your SERVANTS/men. FOR I swear by the LORD if you don’t.. THERE WILL not TARRY ONE/a man.. by nightfall- Not only was David’s action morally wrong, it was very foolish. If he continued to humiliate his loyal followers they would have no reason to remain with him. Joab’s blunt words – and his killing of Absalom after defeating his army, saved the kingdom for David. 
So the king AROSE/got up and SAT IN THE GATE/took his seat at the gateway- He had stood to see them off into battle, and give them his commands, 18:4-5. In his weakness now he does what he can – sits and lets them come and talk with him, and receive his thanks. As in chapter 14, Joab has forced the king’s hand to further the king’s effective ruling over the country. And no doubt also stilled his own conscience for being the cause of David’s sorrow by deliberately disobeying his order to spare Absalom. Abner made short work of his rivals and in killing Absalom he may have had his own interests in mind as well as king David’s.

When the men were told, BEHOLD The king is sitting in the GATE/gateway, ALL THE PEOPLE/they all came before him- By sitting in the gateway David indicated he had put aside his private mourning and was returning to public life. ISRAEL/the Israelites had fled EVERY MAN to HIS TENT/their homes. 

19:9-43 David's Confused Restoration as KING in Jerusalem

(Victory in a civil war doesn’t instantly solve the problem. Bitter feelings have been stirred up and dreadful wrongs have been inflicted and suffered by both sides in the conflict. The winner owes a great debt to his loyal followers, and yet must make it clear to his opponents that there’s a place for them to be successful and happy in the renewed unity. It must also be clear that as far as possible any causes for discontent that led to the rebellion will be removed, and a better system of government built up. By appointing Amasa as his new army commander David made it clear that the rebels would be accepted again into the state of Israel. But Joab was needed to demonstrate convincingly that rebellion wasn’t a viable option.

The survivors of Absalom’s army had fled to their homes, and a great debate began about who would now lead the nation. They remembered now what they owed to David’s successful battles on their behalf. There was no real alternative to acknowledging him as king, but no plan to do anything about it. If only there had been a Samuel to assemble them to renew the kingdom BEFORE GOD, as had been done for Saul, 1 Sam 11:12-15. But there wasn’t even a Rationalist like Achitophel to apply common sense to the fumbling moves towards unity and order in Israel.

David was king by God’s command, 1 Sam 16. He began his reign trusting and obeying God. The kingdom had been restored to him by God’s grace, 18:28 and the bravery of Joab and his men, but there is no record of Prayer to God. No worship of God. No mention of God's will. No confession of Faith in God. Grief over Absalom’s death seems to have made him turn his back on God, and on Joab. He had spoken of God restoring him to Jerusalem 15:25. He failed to claim that by Faith and march there with his loyal army. Instead he played on tribal loyalties and jealousies to get the support of Judah. And bribed rebel Amasa with the offer of his being army general in place of Joab who had been used by God to restore him to the throne. His oath to do so is the only time David mentions God in the chapter. It goes against our natures to please God, but if we make it our goal, He makes it possible, and holds us together. If we give that up to please people everyone has a right to be pleased, and will fight for their rights. So Judah and Israel quarrelled over their right to King David. Those who shouted the loudest and nastiest won - they usually do. David let them do it, instead of ruling in God’s name.)

19:9-10 Throughout the tribes of Israel, the people were AT STRIFE/arguing.. The king SAVED/delivered us.. rescued us from.. the Philistines- With Absalom dead the Israelites woke from their illusion of glory under him, and remembered their debt to David, 3:17-18; 5:2. But now he has fled.. because of Absalom- They would have expected David to have welcomed home his triumphant army and march with them back to Jerusalem and take up the reigns of government strongly. If he had put the needs of the nation first he would have done that – while at the same time proclaiming an amnesty to all rebels. But he was slow to shake off his paralysing grief, and remained in exile at Mahanaim - leaving Israel without a government, and vulnerable to her enemies. Cp 4:1.

NOW THEREFORE/So why do you SPEAK NOT A WORD/say nothing OF/about bringing the king back- Everyone knew what ought to happen, but many elders would wonder whether David knew they had supported Absalom. To be prominent in a delegation to ask David to return and take up his role as king might expose them to awkward questions. 

19:11-13 King David sent this message to Zadok and Abiathar, the priests- As they had been loyal to him, 15:24-29, it was right that they should on David’s behalf negotiate with the elders of Judah- Absalom’s rebellion and enthronement had been organised at Hebron in the heart of Judah, 15:9-12, so Judah must have been heavily involved in the rebellion. 

Why ARE YE/be the last to bring the king back- There was a general move throughout Israel to welcome David back as king. You are my BRETHREN/brothers- Judah had played a key role in the rebellion – Hebron was their capital, 2:4. David proclaims that as his blood relatives they had a special role in his kingdom. They would lose that privilege if other tribes organised his return. David showed lack of faith in the Lord and in the Lord’s vision of all Israel as His people. His action fostered tribal rivalry rather than God-desired, and God-given unity before the Lord, such as Samuel sought, 1 Sa 7:2-14; 11:14-15. 

And say to Amasa, Are you not my BONE/own flesh and blood? May God deal with me.. if from now on you BE/are not the CAPTAIN OF THE HOST/commander of the army.. in THE ROOM/place of Joab- When David was leaving Jerusalem he chose to look to the Lord and trust Him to bring him back if it was His will. Now he was free to go back he ignores the Lord, who in His Law had commanded that Absalom be killed. And relied on winning the favour of Absalom’s supporters – the elders of Judah, and Amasa. 

  This made some sense as assuring them that their future loyalty was all he was asking. The past would be forgiven, or ignored. But in promoting incompetent Amasa and dismissing Joab **15 David was rewarding treachery and punishing sacrificial loyalty. God had used Joab to defeat Amasa, but David was foolishly persisting in the behaviour condemned by Joab, 19:5-6. It was a poor basis for stability in his government. 

19:14-20 He BOWED/won over the hearts of.. Judah.. They sent word.. Return- Some say this showed that the Lord was again with him in blessing, but by favouring them he had set up a situation that made the conflict of 19:41-43 inevitable. the king returned.. as far as the Jordan.. the men of Judah CAME/had come to Gilgal- On the plain west of Jordan, Josh 4:19. TO CONDUCT THE KING OVER/and bring him across the Jordan- Although Israelites lived on both sides of the Jordan, crossing that river symbolised entry into or exit out of the promised land. Joshua’s leading Israel over the Jordan marked their coming into possession of the land, (as the Red Sea crossing marked their deliverance form Egypt.) Cp Josh 22:19, 25; Judg 12:4-5. Ish Bosheth, Mephibosheth, and David had sought refuge across the Jordan as exiles from the land of Israel. 

Shimei.. HASTED AND CAME/hurried down with the men of Judah to meet king David. With him were a thousand– or a tribal group. OF BENJAMIN/Benjamites- Perhaps afraid they would be suspected of being associated with Shimei’s actions and comments. David, as their Deliverer, had united Israel into a secure, powerful and prosperous nation, and hopefully united them spiritually by centralising worship in Jerusalem. But his spiritual/moral leadership was shaken by his sin with Bath Sheba, and he failed to build up an efficient governing and judicial system. The nation had been largely united in rebellion by Absalom, but now it had fragmented again into tribal rivalry. 

Footnote **15 Both men were sons of David’s sisters, but Amasa’s record is one battle one defeat, Joab’s record is that of being able to inspire his men, 10:9-14 to many victories and no recorded defeats. Joab lost that job because he had disobeyed DAVID by killing Absalom, and speaking unwelcome truth to David. Joab was not a nice man- he was an efficient killing machine- but maybe that's what Army Generals are for. In any case God in His Law had said Absalom must be killed. Joab knew that David wouldn’t obey God, so he disobeyed David, and did what God commanded.

  Benjamin insisted on joining Judah in welcoming back David as king. David’s most obvious enemy had been Shimei, and he makes a desperate attempt to win forgiveness. The way David handled his apology would signal what others might expect. 

They WENT OVER/rushed to the Jordan BEFORE THE KING/where the king was.. to CARRY OVER/take the king’s household over- As the Gilgal-Jericho area was in Benjamin’s tribal land, they had reason to take responsibility for the safe crossing of David and his followers.

Shimei.. crossed.. Jordan fell DOWN/prostrate.. and said.. LET/May my lord not IMPUTE INIQUITY/hold me guilty.. For I.. have sinned- There was no doubt of his sin. All he could do was to choose the most favourable moment to plead for mercy. I think Absalom’s death had sickened David of any joy in putting down rebellion. At that moment he could probably forgive anybody but himself. In any case mercy was the right and politically expedient decision – Benjamin needed to be tied in to the renewed kingdom.

today I have come.. as the first of the.. house of Joseph- Benjamin and Joseph were associated as they had the same mother, as well as having adjoining tribal territories. The house of Joseph may refer to the northern tribes in general of which Ephraim and Manasseh were the central core. See 1 Ki 11:28; Eze 37:19; Am 5:6; Zech 10:6. To.. meet my lord the king.

19:21-23 Then Abishai.. Shouldn’t Shimei be put to death.. He cursed the LORD’s anointed- Abishai was eager to enforce the Law of Ex 22:28. This reminds us of many leaders in the Christian church who violently tried to force their orthodoxy on what they called – sometimes rightly - heretics. 

David replied, What HAVE I TO DO WITH YOU/do you and I have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? ..you have become my adversaries- Satan. Abishai was advocating David’s rights by accusing Shimei, and yet was also opposing David’s wish to avoid punishment of those who had supported Absalom. SHALL THERE BE/Should anyone be put to death in Israel today?- As Shimei no doubt hoped, the day David returned to the heart of the promised land by crossing the Jordan was a day for declaring an amnesty and forgiving rebels. Cp 1 Sa 11:13. David doesn’t say the Lord God of Israel had granted victory to His king, as he had in 15:25; 16:12, etc. **16 He had appealed to the tribal pride of Judah, and accepted their response as giving him the right to be king. This trust in human wisdom and appealing to human pride carried its own penalty. 

THEREFORE/So the king said to Shimei, You shall not die.. on oath- This was David’s personal pledge, and he kept it. But before he died he passed on to Solomon the responsibility to deal judgment on Shimei, Joab and Abiathar, 1 Ki 2, and Solomon set up situations where an excuse for action occurred. That Joab’s brother demanded Shimei’s death was perhaps enough to ensure that David proclaimed him forgiven. He calls God to witness this, yet later insisted Shimei must die, 1 Ki 2:36-46. But see comment there.

Footnote **16 God in His Law had commanded the death of Absalom. David had refused to accept the rightness of his death. Resentment against God’s judgment seems to have cut him off from seeking the Lord’s will, or giving thanks to Him. We destroy ourselves spiritually when we fail to give thanks for His verdicts that go against our natural desires. Cp 1 Th 5:18.

19:24-30 Mephibosheth.. had not DRESSED/taken care of his feet.. washed his clothes.. until.. returned IN PEACE/safely- The writer states this as fact, whereas Ziba’s explanations are given only in his own words here and in 16:3. This suggests that we’re to take Ziba’s actions as a shrewd and successful attempt to benefit from whatever happened. He had bought David’s approval by donating to him some of Mephibosheth’s property, and been granted the whole estate. But he had remained at home in Benjamin where he could easily retain that property by supporting Absalom if he had won. Lame Mephibosheth had made considerable effort to travel down from Jerusalem. Ziba had said he had hoped to claim the throne. But unlike handsome Absalom he didn’t look like a claimant to the throne. His neglected appearance was that of a mourner. 

the king asked.. Why didn’t you go with me Mephibosheth- Ziba had given his explanation, 16:3, but David rightly gives Mephibosheth his chance to tell his side of the story. A guilty conscience had made Shimei come to meet David. David might have suspected the same motive for Mephibosheth’s being there, so David asked the question bluntly. Mephibosheth responded with the only display of sincere joy in David’s return that had no element of covering up a guilty conscience regarding past actions in supporting Absalom, and no selfish ambition for gain under David’s restored rule. The writer seems to honour this by giving Mephibosheth a long speech that is to his credit. 

My lord the king, since I your servant am lame, I said.. have my donkey saddled.. But Ziba DECEIVED/betrayed me.. slandered- Five times he humbly calls David My lord the king. That Ziba had prevented him from having access to a donkey needed for him to go with David made sense. My Lord the king is like an angel of God, so do whatever IS GOOD IN THINE EYES/pleases you- He accepts that David acts responsibly as God’s agent, and expresses confidence that he will do what is right about the property in spite of the hasty verdict in 16:4. All my FATHER’S HOUSE/grandfather’s descendants.. but you gave your servant a place.. at your table- He expresses appreciation of David’s grace to him in giving him fellowship at his royal table because of David’s promise to Jonathan. So what right do I have to CRY/make any more appeals.. 

The king said.. I order you and Ziba to divide the LAND/fields- Mephibosheth’s words seem to express heart loyalty to David like that of Jonathan his father. This is supported by his neglect of his person as a sign of mourning until David returned. And expressed verbally in his indifference to whether he or Ziba holds Saul’s lands. As Ziba’s household would have been the only witnesses, confirmation may have been impossible, but David makes no attempt to find out, or to ask the Lord for guidance. He still feels a debt to Ziba for the supplies that helped and encouraged the fugitives, 16:1-2. He makes another hasty, flawed decision that treats the men as equals by giving them half shares. He seems eager to dismiss the matter from his memory and there’s no suggestion he would welcome Mephibosheth back at his court. But the writer shows his sympathy for him by giving him the last word which displays his generous spirit. Let him take ALL/everything, FORASMUCH AS/now that my lord the king has COME AGAIN/arrived home safely. 

19:31-35 Barzillai the Gileadite also came.. had provided SUSTENANCE for the king during his stay in Mahanaim- Mephibosheth spoke as one loyal but unable to go into exile with David. (As were Zadok, Abiathar, and Hushai.) Barzillai spoke as one of those who supported David generously in his exile, but had no desire to reap the benefits by living with the king now restored to his throne. 

The king said to Barzillai.. stay with me at Jerusalem.. But Barzillai answered.. How LONG/many more years.. Can I DISCERN/tell the difference between good.. taste.. hear- Life in the palace held little attraction, as his capacity to enjoy the special food, drink, and entertainment offered was limited. He had reached the age where he was more interested in a dignified death than in a dynamic life. Besides he was the centre of things in his quiet life, but would be more of a burden than a help at the king’s court.

19:36-43 Your servant will GO A LITTLE WAY/cross over the Jordan with the king for a short distance, but why.. RECOMPENSE/reward me.. Let your servant TURN BACK AGAIN/return.. BE BURIED IN THE GRAVE/near the tomb of my father and mother- He didn’t want to be parted from his parents in his death. But his heart was in fellowship with David - he didn’t want his representative Kinham to be parted from David in this life. 

But.. CHIMHAM/Kimham- Likely to be a son of Barzillai, 1 Ki 2:7. cross over with my lord the king. Do for him WHAT SEEMETH GOOD/whatever pleases you- Presumably a younger son not needed to manage the family estates. His position in David’s court would be a reward for Barzillai, **17 but also provide for ongoing loyalty to David from an important supporter. Jer 41:17 mentions a place near Bethlehem called in the Hebrew Geruth Kimham- The hospitality of, or accorded to Kimham. This name suggests that it may have been a property given to this man. Barzillai gave him his blessing, and returned UNTO HIS OWN PLACE/to his home. When the king crossed over to Gilgal, Kimham crossed over with him. 

All the PEOPLE/troops of Judah and half the PEOPLE/troops of Israel- Presumably because they hadn’t been notified and invited only half of Israel were there to welcome David. CONDUCTED/had taken the king over. BEHOLD/Soon all the men of Israel were coming to the king and saying to him, Why HAVE/did our BRETHREN/brothers the men of Judah, STOLEN/steal the king away- The Israelites had been talking about welcoming David back and that had prompted the action by David and Judah’s response, 19:10-15. So they felt that Judah should have notified them. By acting alone Judah had made the rest of Israel appear as less loyal, reluctant to receive David back, etc. **18 They approached King David directly with a request for information, and politely called the men of Judah their brothers, showing that they supported the ideal of a national Israel that united all the tribes. But their WHY? is also a reproach showing resentment because they accuse Judah of STEALING David, by excluding the representatives of Israel from the process of welcoming David back. The situation required David to act as king, and make it clear to all parties that he did indeed have equal care for all tribes in Israel, and wished to be God’s Shepherd provision to lead, feed, and protect them as the Lord’s flock put under his care. The fierceness of the argument indicates that there was trouble ahead, but David took no action.

Footnote **17 Barzillai had used his wealth for his King in the time of the King's rejection. What He sowed, his son would reap in David's Kingdom. What WE use for our rejected King, in fellowship with Him, will reap an abundant harvest of fellowship with the Lord in Glory, on the other side of the Jordan. And WE won’t be too old to enjoy it, and our years there won’t be short! I believe too, the children who see us using this world's goods and opportunities for God are likely to be blessed. What they see us do with visible things, is a witness to them of the invisible spiritual realities.

Footnote **18 The tendency for Judah and the northern tribes to pull in different directions was obvious from earlier times, 2:10; 3:10; 5:5; 11:11; 12:8; Josh 11:21; 1 Sa 11:8; 17:52; 18:16. Benjamites had pushed their way into prominence, but otherwise Judah was running things, and that caused resentment. Judah acted as if David was their property, so might expect to run his kingdom for their advantage. The other ten tribes were quick to resent that possibility. 

Judah answered.. We did this because the king is NEAR KIN/closely related to us. David’s failure to intervene allowed the men of Judah to answer the request with proud bitter claims that David was THEIR king, THEIR kin and belonged to THEM, and other tribes were more distant. David’s action in 19:11-14 in asking only Judah to invite him to come back to Jerusalem laid the foundation for this divisive attitude. His mind seems to have been clouded with depression over Absalom’s rebellion and death, and his feelings of guilt that his sin had caused the problems. If he realised what was happening he did nothing to prevent it. **19 They came to David saying “our king!” only to be ignored by him, and brushed off by bitter words from Judah. 

Why are you angry about it? .. HATH HE GIVEN US A GIFT/Have we taken anything for ourselves?- Israel’s protest wasn’t about receiving gifts. It was about being excluded from the joyful welcome to David, and the sense of being accepted in the restored kingdom. Judah’s words suggested that Israel had only a greedy interest in royal handouts – and as there haven’t been any they have no grounds for complaint! In fact Amasa of Judah had been promoted. And others would be hoping to have the best positions in the re-established court at Jerusalem. 

Israel answered.. We have ten PARTS/shares in the king.. So why do you DESPISE/treat us with contempt? ..First IN/to speak of bringing back our king?- In 19:10 Israel was concerned about bringing David back. Judah wasn’t excluded from this, although David in 19:11-14 ignored all but Judah. Now they exclude Judah and said “WE were the first..” Cp Ephraim’s proud jealousy “We’re important why didn’t you ask our help? How dare you exclude us!” Judg 8:1; 12:1. **20 

  The Lord God of Israel had chosen David as a shepherd boy and called him to be the Deliverer and King of ALL ISRAEL. This included every Israelite of any tribe, and the stranger who attached himself to Israel and Israel’s God. As King, David was required to care about, and care for, every one of them. As he left Jerusalem he insisted that the Lord’s ark and His priests stay there, and expressed the hope that the Lord would bring him back to Jerusalem. The city was in Benjamin on Judah’s border and it belonged to David the king, and to all Israel. But David was failing to seek God’s will and to walk confidently by faith in him, and having pulled strings to get Judah to bring him back was content to let that happen. 

Footnote **19 David failed to keep his eyes on the Lord and on the Lord’s vision for Israel and for himself as His servant. So his makeshift decisions left big issues unsolved. From this we must realise the consequences of sin and fear to sin. Better still we should trust our Lord, confident that His laws are written to preserve us from evil, and into good. And when we have sinned, repent promptly, confess, accept forgiveness and put the darkness behind us, and walk with our Lord in the light.

Footnote **20 Both sides of the division show a spirit that has often been shown by otherwise godly Christian leaders, and the work of God has been shattered as a result. Israel ceases to recognise the men of Judah as brothers because of Judah’s angry tone and claim to special rights and privileges. Judah’s words were true only at the physical level, and they excluded God’s purposes for Israel as a whole. King David was not Judah’s property, and the Lord Jesus doesn’t belong to us more than to any other Church. We are right in confessing the Lord Jesus as our only Head, and the Bible as our only creed and guide. But if we dare to say "The Lord Jesus and the Bible are OUR property, more than YOURS," we're in a worse state than they are in. God and the Bible own us. not the other way round!

the WORDS.. of Judah WERE FIERCER/responded even more harshly than the WORDS.. of Israel- Winning the Peace is often harder than winning the war. World War II could be said to have been the result of the failure of the peace settlements of Word War I. Nathan had warned David that the consequences of his sin included the sword – hatred and killing – within his family. Here, that brotherly division and resultant warfare extended to the nation as a whole. David’s action in 19:11-12, and inaction now, allowed the men of Judah to shout down, and drive off the men of Israel, and set the scene for the rejected tribes to respond by rejecting the kingship of David. 

20:1-22 David Reaps what he had Sown

(In answer to Judah's "King David belongs to US!" Sheba replies for the other tribes, "You can keep YOUR David! We’re going home. We’ll put our own interests first from now on.” Amasa was inefficient, and Joab efficiently murdered him. Armies need efficiency. The wise woman of Abel Beth Maachah, and Joab, solved the rebellion problem, as practical people. Sheba reaped what he had sown - lost his head. Big talk can be expensive.)

20:1-3 Now a MAN OF BELIAL/troublemaker named Sheba son of BICHRI/Bicri- Probably a different spelling of the name given in Gen 46:21; 1 Sam 9:1; 1 Chr 7:6-9. Bekorah was an ancestor of Saul, 1 Sa 9:1. a Benjamite- A tribe in which there would be jealousy over the transfer of kingship from Saul-Benjamin to David and Judah. 

BLEW/sounded the trumpet and shouted, We have no PART/share in David- Judah had proudly rejected Israel’s claim that they had ten parts in David, so their own pride made this a natural response. As Saul had favoured his own tribe, 1 Sa 22:7-8, it was natural for Benjamites to suspect that David favoured his tribe, Judah. Every man to his tent, O Israel- Sheba is not making a claim to David’s throne, but he is advocating that Israel look after its own affairs and interests and ignore David, Jerusalem, and Judah. 

So EVERY MAN/all the men of Israel- As usual EVERY man isn’t to be taken literally – it means that those Israelites there at the time went off home disgruntled. The only tribe named was Benjamin. WENT UP FROM AFTER/deserted David to follow Sheba- They joined him in refusing to go with David to Jerusalem, trailing behind the Judahites as second rate citizens. They didn’t follow him in outright rebellion.

But the men of Judah CLAVE UNTO/stayed by their king all the way.. to Jerusalem- Many of them had harmed the king and nation by following Absalom. David had claimed an exclusive closeness to Judah, and won their hearts, 19:15. But that had encouraged Judah to boast possessive loyalty to David that excluded other tribes from coming with him to Jerusalem. Again they had harmed the king and the nation. David had left Jerusalem proclaiming that he committed himself into the Lord’s hands in hope of being spared to return to Jerusalem, 15:25. But now that the Lord has honoured his faith there is no mention of David greeting the priests, making a thanksgiving offering, or seeking the Lord’s guidance. So his return is disappointing, and mentioned only briefly. 

David.. took the ten WOMEN HIS concubines.. and put them in WARD/a house under guard. He FED/provided for them.. living IN WIDOWHOOD/as widows- As if David had been killed by Absalom. Absalom had raped them as an insult to his father King David for political reasons. The Law which normally protected concubines from the abuse of being shared by the men of the household, Lev 18:15-17. worked in this case against them. It was politically unacceptable for them to be seen in public as a reminder of the past shame. David treated them with respect and consideration – they were protected by guards - but prevented from taking part in normal life. By damaging one woman’s life – Bath Sheba - he also damaged the lives of these ten women. While their situation was pitiable, and no fault of their own, it was both worse and better than actual widowhood. As ordinary widows they might have been left to starve. As King’s widows re-marriage wasn’t an option, 3:7; 1 Ki 2:13-25. 

20:4-7 The king said to Amasa, ASSEMBLE ME/Summon the men of Judah- David wouldn’t allow Sheba time to organise an effective army. But Amasa.. TARRIED LONGER/took more than the SET time- We’re not told the reason for the delay, but he had recently led them in a bitter civil war AGAINST David, and to a heavy defeat. And now expected them to march off in a civil war FOR David, which would make his task difficult. Joab’s ruthlessness and reputation as a successful general would have met less resistance. He would have organised messengers to each town and given orders in such a way that they would have responded promptly. 

Then David said to Abishai- He ignored Joab, though he must have known Abishai would work with him. Sheba.. will do us more harm than Absalom did.. pursue AFTER him- David had intended to raise an army from Judah to defeat Sheba. Politically this was folly, as an army solely from Judah would have worsened the Israel-against-Judah situation. David’s mighty men were from Israel and Judah alike, and many were foreigners. This would make it a David versus Sheba issue. And Joab’s reputation would discourage opposition.

So Joab’s men- David could declare he was no longer their Commander, but the permanent army still recognised him as their Leader, 20:7, 11, 15. Whatever David’s attitude towards Joab as a person, once more he had to rely on the men Joab has trained, and who were loyal to him, to get rid of enemies. That Joab had his own ideas as to which people were enemies should surprise no reader. The elimination of both Amasa and Sheba are covered briefly as being routine matters to Joab. and the Kerethites and Pelethites and all the mighty MEN/warriors- 23:8-39. (Benaiah’s men, 8:18) went out under the command of Abishai.. to pursue AFTER Sheba- Once more in a time of crisis David had to depend on the professional soldiers – many of them foreigners – who formed the loyal core of Israel’s army. 

20:8-10 at.. Gibeon, Amasa WENT BEFORE/came to meet them- Unless the men in 20:11 were Joab’s men he had recruited some soldiers and had them with him. Joab was wearing his military tunic.. with a SWORD/dagger in its sheath. As he stepped forward it FELL/dropped out- He may have made it happen so as to have an excuse for having it in his hand ready for use. Joab said to Amasa, ART THOU IN HEALTH/How are you my brother? Then Joab took Amasa by the beard.. to kiss him- Joab honoured him as an equal with a friendly greeting and kiss.

Amasa TOOK NO HEED/was not on his guard against the SWORD/dagger in Joab’s hand.. his BOWELS/intestines spilled out on the ground- As in 3:22-30 Joab murders a rival to his position as Army Commander. While Joab is a Bible hero who played an important part in God’s work, as usual the story of his sins is also recorded. Apart from his resentment that Amasa had been given his position Amasa had recently led Absalom’s army in rebellion against David. No doubt some of Joab’s men had been killed as Amasa’s army had suffered 20,000 casualties. That Joab met him in Gibeon may have strengthened Joab’s natural suspicions as he had been ordered to bring his recruits to David at Jerusalem, and Gibeon wasn’t on the natural route for that. Joab’s action was understandable, but not forgivable – David refers to Amasa’s blood staining his belt and sandals, as a witness to his crime and the need for him to be killed, 1 Ki 2:5. 

STRUCK HIM NOT/Without being stabbed again- Joab was an efficient killer. Cp Abishai, 1 Sa 26:8. SO/Then Joab.. pursued Sheba- As if nothing important had happened.

20:11-13 One of Joab’s men stood BY HIM/beside Amasa and said, HE THAT FAVOURETH JOAB/Whoever is for Joab, and.. for David.. GO AFTER/follow Joab!- If men recruited by Amasa wanted to support David against Sheba, their only option now was to follow Joab, even though Joab had murdered their leader. 

Amasa WALLOWED/lay wallowing in his blood in.. When he realised that everyone who came up to Amasa stopped, he REMOVED AMASA/dragged him from the HIGHWAY/road.. CAST A CLOTH UPON/threw a garment over him- Joab was indifferent to the dying sufferings of Amasa, and the shame of his body being left as discarded rubbish. One of his men removed and covered it, not out of respect, but merely so that it no longer hindered the progress of the army. WHEN/After Amasa had been removed.. all the PEOPLE/men went on with Joab to pursue Sheba.

20:14-19 HE WENT/Sheba passed through the tribes of Israel- Seeking support as he fled from David’s army. to Abel Beth Maacah- North of Dan, 1 Ki 15:20. The double name may mean the city Abel in the district of Beth Maacah. Or, Abel a walled city Beth Maachah an unwalled adjoining settlement. Berites- We know nothing about them. Some Mss have Bicrites – members of Sheba’s clan. .. WENT AFTER/followed him.

THEY/the troops with Joab.. besieged Sheba.. CAST UP A BANK/built a siege ramp.. BATTERED/were battering the wall to THROW/bring it down- They were in a hurry, not willing to wait to starve the city into surrendering. Joab was going to make it clear that rebellion wasn’t an option. David’s rule must be accepted, as rebellion would be swiftly punished. 

a wise woman CRIED/called.. SAY UNTO/Tell Joab to come.. HEAR THE WORDS/ Listen.. IN OLD TIME/Long ago they used to say.. ASK COUNSEL/Get your answer at Abel- She claimed that the city had a reputation for having leaders able to give wise advice, and settle disputes. We are the peaceful and faithful in Israel- Good, loyal citizens, not trouble makers.

You are trying to destroy a city that is a mother in Israel- Cities were commonly pictured as female – the mother of its inhabitants, Jer 50:12; Gal 4:26. But she may mean that they were a mother city – one who cared for its district as a mother cares for her children. This confirmed their role as peace-makers between disputants. Why do you want to swallow up the LORD’s inheritance- As with all Israel it was the Lord’s property. God cared for His people so to destroy the city would be an insult to Him, and would anger Him. 

20:20-22 Joab replied. Far be it from me to.. destroy.. A man named Sheba.. from the hill country of Ephraim- Either this area included Benjamin’s land, or Sheba had lived in Ephraim. has lifted up his hand.. against David. Hand over this one man, and I’ll withdraw from the city- Joab was a violent man, but unlike Abimelech, Judg 9, not stupidly so. He was wise enough to settle for the minimum of violence – one man dead and the rebellion over. 

The woman said.. His head will be thrown to you.. went to the people.. they cut off the head of Sheba.. threw it to Joab- As in Judg 4:17-21; 9:52-54; 1 Sa 25:14-35 a woman’s daring initiative solved the problem. So he sounded the trumpet and his men dispersed.. Joab went back to the king in Jerusalem.- He had falsely greeted Amasa by wishing him peace, and murdered him. On his insistence Sheba had now been murdered, but that brought peace to the city of Abel and to Israel as a whole. David received the unwelcome news of Amasa’s death, (probably Joab would accuse him of disloyalty to David as he had with Abner, 3:25.) but with it the good news that the rebellion was over. 

20:23-26 Joab was over THE HOST/Israel’s entire army- David had to accept that Joab was in control, and he could be relied on to guard the interests of David and Israel as well as his own. He was an efficient soldier-killer of enemies, or rivals, but his practical common-sense was essential to preserve David’s kingdom, as at 19:5-8. Joab held his position until the rebellion of Adonijah gave Solomon the excuse to have him killed, 1 Ki 1:7; 2:28-35. Benaiah.. over the Kerethites.. 

Adoniram OVER THE TRIBUTE/in charge of the forced labour- Men recruited to do public works. Non-Israelites, prisoners of war, etc, 12:31; Josh 9:21; 1 Ki 9:15, 20-21. **21 This was a new department of Government, and Adoniram must have been a young man if it’s still the same man who served under Solomon, 1 Ki 4:6; 5:14, and finally was killed in Jeroboam’s rebellion, 1 Ki 12:18; 2 Chr 10:18. 

Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was recorder, Sheva- A new man unless this is an alternative spelling of the name Seraiah. was SCRIBE/secretary, Zadok and Aabiathar were THE priests; and Ira the Jairite- From a sub-tribe of Manasseh, Num 32:41, or related to Jair the Judge, Judg 10:3-5. Neither of these explain why he was a priest. If in fact he was it could be an example of the wilful disobedience that marked David’s latter years. **22 Jair was east of Jordan, where Gershonite Levites, not God’s priests should have been, Josh 21. was A CHIEF RULER ABOUT David’s priest- Kohen- Priest, But perhaps he had supervising rather than priestly duties in the royal household In 8:18 David’s sons had this role. 

Footnote **21 Forced labour of Israelites could be regarded as slavery, and this was forbidden, Lev 25:39, 43; Deu 24:7. The use of Non-Israelite labourers is referred to in Josh 9:27; 16:10; 17:13; Judg 1:28, 30, 33, 35. 

Footnote **22 Heathen Kings chose as their priests men who they liked, and who they thought would get the best deal for them from the "Gods." God had chosen for His Priest, Aaron, and his descendants, and their first responsibility was to please God - not the King.

21:1-24:25 Additional Incidents in David’s Reign

(These Scriptures do not claim that the incidents are set out in the order in which they happened. **23 They are a summary of David’s dealings with God.  21:1-14  records his dealings with God as Royal Judge, and Royal Priest, acting on behalf of Israel to avert God’s judgement on Israel for Saul’s sin against the Gibeonites. 24:1-25  records David’s similar action when he himself sinned in taking a census and that brought judgement on Israel. 

In 21:15-22 and 23:8-39 as the Leader of the Lord’s earthly forces he fought the Lord’s battles supported by men who echoed his faith and commitment to the Lord. While David delivered the Lord’s people from their enemies, it was largely through the success of troops under his command. He was their link with God, not a substitute for God in their lives, and he himself needed to be delivered by one of them. 

22:1-51; 23:1-7 are Psalms of praise to the Lord, giving us David’s spiritual response to God’s gracious dealings with him. In these he is the Leader of Israel’s praise to their God, giving poetic voice to words of faith in the Lord. They proclaim that David’s role began, was centred on, and ended with his relationship with the Lord. David’s great legacy to the world is his intense, intimate relationship with the Lord expressed effectively in poetry. His desire to honour the Lord in his life and work was matched by the Lord’s help in every crisis.) 

21:1-14. The Gibeonites Avenged - Blood Guilt & Atonement

(We’re not told at what stage of David’s reign this was, so we have no reason to relate it to events such as David’s dealings with Mephibosheth, or Shimei’s accusations in 16:5-14.)

21:1-3 IN THE DAYS/During the reign of David.. famine YEAR AFTER YEAR/for three successive years, so David INQUIRED/sought the face of the LORD- A one year drought-famine might be considered normal as variations in rainfall were usual, Three poor harvests in succession would produce a serious situation, and drought and famine were punishments that had been promised if Israel was disobedient to God and His Law, Lev 26:20; Deu 28:18, etc. Earnest enquiry of the Lord was the correct response of faith, and this enquiry confirmed that Israel was being punished for sin. We’re not told how the enquiry was made, but the Ephod and Urim & Thummim would be the normal means, 1 Sam 23:9; 30:7, etc. 

The LORD ANSWERED/said, It is FOR/on account of Saul and his BLOODY/blood stained house- The mention of his descendants sounds as if they took an active part in killing the Gibeonites. If so it was right that they should die for having done so. Bloodshed – unauthorised killing - polluted the land, until the offence was dealt with, Num 35:33. 

it is because he SLEW/put the Gibeonites to death- As Gibeonite territory lay within Benjamin’s tribal area rivalry between them could be expected. Saul’s great-grandfather is referred to as the “father” of Gibeon in 1 Chr 8:29; 9:35, and resident there. It seems likely that Saul, who was resident at nearby Gibeah, used his position as king to crush the Gibeonites in favour of his own tribe, the Benjamites. 

(Gibeonites were not part of Israel but OF THE REMNANT/survivors of the Amorites- Amorites was a general term for the tribes who lived in the land of Canaan before the Israelite invasion, Gen 15:16; Josh 24:18; Judg 6:10. More precisely the Gibeonites were called Hivites in Josh 9:7; 11:19. 

Footnote **23 22:1-2 and 23:9-17 seem to refer to a time before David became king. 23:1-7 apparently belongs to the period covered in 1 Ki 2:1-10. The Psalms are central to this section. In a wider sense the message of I and II Samuel is framed by the song of praise by Hannah, 1 Sa 2:1-10, and here by David. 

The Israelites had sworn to spare them- They had done so in the name of the Lord, Josh 9:15, 18-26; Ps 15:4, and so were answerable to Him for their failure to keep the sworn promise. In a sense the Gibeonites shouldn't be there, **24 but King Saul had broken that oath and God sent drought on Israel. 
Saul in his zeal for Israel and Judah- He took their side against the Gibeonites. They could say “We were here first and your people signed a treaty with us. Our sheep are entitled to eat the grass between the fenced lands of the cities.” The Benjamites could say "God gave this land to us. Our sheep are entitled to that grass.” Such quarrels are wrong, King Saul's solution was worse - murder the opposition! Benjamin was a small tribe, but it caused some big problems. As Jacob said they would at times act like wolves, Gen 49:27. We should not be quick to condemn Saul. It’s so easy to imagine we know how to solve other people’s problems. It's easy to see how to get on with people you don't live with!

had SOUGHT TO SLAY/tried to annihilate them.)- We’re not told how many Saul had killed. It’s likely he had driven them from their lands, killing any who resisted, and left the survivors so impoverished they were dying out. **25 That Saul had acted in zeal for the Israelites was a positive factor, but he had acted in defiance of the solemn agreement made in the Lord’s presence between Israel and the Gibeonites, Josh 9. To break such an oath was an insult to God, as it was taking His name in vain, Ex 20:7.

David SAID UNTO/asked the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? How SHALL I make ATONEMENT/amends- Kaphar- To cover, appease, make  atonement so that you will bless the LORD’s inheritance?- As the promise had been sworn in the Lord’s name they had the right to curse the Israelites in the Lord’s name. David wanted to do what was needed so that they would reverse this curse into a blessing. The Gibeonites had been dedicated to the Lord’s service, Josh 9:27. There was a major worship-place at Gibeon, 1 Ki 3:4. The re-instatement of this service might be said to be their blessing Israel. It’s even possible that Saul’s slaughter of the Priests of the Lord might have included the slaughter of Gibeonites associated with them. If David could right the wrong in some way so that the Gibeonites would bless Israel, they in turn would receive blessing from the Lord, Gen 12:3. 

21:4-6 The Gibeonites answered.. We WILL HAVE NO/have no right to demand silver or gold from Saul or his HOUSE/family, NEITHER.. KILL ANY MAN/Nor.. to put anyone in Israel to death- Normally blood guilt could be removed only by the killing of the murderer. The Law required that the unsanctioned taking of human life be punished by the death of the offenders, Ex 21:23; Lev 24:21; Deu 19:21. As resident aliens- Ger. (“strangers,” KJV) Gibeonites had the same rights as Israelites under God’s Law, Ex 22:21; Lev 19:34; 24:22; Deu 1:16-17; 24:17; 27:19. Saul may have cancelled their rights, or as a minority they were perhaps reluctant to exercise that right in the face of Israelite resistance. They seemed to be unsure of what it was safe to ask David for.

Footnote **24 God had given land to Benjamin, but He couldn’t bless that land (or the land of Israel) with rain, until judgment had been enforced against murdering oath-breakers. The Gibeonites were in Israel, because Joshua was tricked into making peace with them before asking God’s will in the matter. After 450 years Israel was still reaping from that sowing! (4000 years ago Abraham and Sarah, tired of waiting for God to keep His promise, decided to solve that problem. And created the problem Jews and Arabs are still fighting over today. A problem all the wisdom, power, and good will of the world can’t solve! We must be careful what we sow – Gal 6:7.)

Footnote **25 Note The Gibeonites of Beeroth, Josh 9:17, were dispossessed by Benjamites, 4:2-3. It’s ironical that Saul’s son Ish Bosheth was murdered by Benjamites who had, under Saul, dispossessed Gibeonites at Beeroth)

What WILL I/do you want me to do for you?- David assured them that he wanted them to suggest the solution. They answered.. As for the man that CONSUMED/destroyed us and plotted against us- Saul’s action was deliberate. so that we SHOULD BE/have been DESTROYED/decimated- Shamad- To destroy, desolate, bring to nothing, and have no place anywhere in Israel- See 4:2-3. 

Let seven- Symbolising completeness. MEN of his SONS/male descendants- We do not know how many Gibeonites had been killed at Saul’s command, but their request seems to have been a wisely limited revenge. To ask for the death of a larger number might well produce a backlash of ill-will. be DELIVERED UNTO/given to us to be killed and WE WILL HANG THEM UP UNTO/exposed before the LORD at Gibeah of Saul– The town from which he reigned as king, 1 Sa 10:26. Saul had slaughtered the Gibeonites in their home town, so a symbolic number of his family would be killed in his home town. WHOM the LORD DID CHOOSE/Lord’s chosen one- A reminder that the Lord has to bear the blame for the sins and follies of those who by Grace are known as His children.

the king said, I will give them to you- Some suggest that David would be glad to weaken the influence of Saul’s family. But scripture makes it clear that Saul’s family were far too weak to be any threat to David. And that he never acted in a revengeful spirit against Saul or his family. He was required to fulfil the Gibeonite’s demands in spite of his own promise to spare the house of Saul, 1 Sa 18:3; 20:42; 23:18; 24:21-22. 

21:7-9 But the king spared Mephibosheth.. because of.. Jonathan- Saul’s breach of Israel’s oath to the Gibeonites could not be rectified by David’s breach of his oath with Jonathan, 4:4; 9:1; 1 Sa 18:3; 20:15. But the king took.. the two sons of Aiah’s daughter Rizpah- 3:7. with the five sons of Saul’s daughter MICHAL/Merab, whom she BROUGHT UP FOR/had borne to- Yalad- To bear, give birth to, bring forth, beget. to Adriel- **26 son of Barzillai the Meholathite- 1 Sa 18:19. Not Barzillai, the Gileadite, 17:27; 19:31. 

He handed them over to the Gibeonites, who killed and HANGED/exposed them.. before the LORD- Saul had been rejected by the Lord, 1 Sa 13:13-14; 15:23-26, and had spent the rest of his life fighting against the Lord’s will that David should be the next king. The death of these men almost wiped out Saul’s family. His only recorded descendants being through his son Jonathan, 1 Chr 8:29-39; 9:35-44. The sacrificing of humans was against the Law, Ezek 18, but this wasn’t a sacrifice, it was enforcing the death penalty for murder. The Gibeonites failed to obey the Law by leaving them hung up beyond the first day, Deu 21:22-23. But this may have been deliberate, the bodies being left unburied to indicate that they were under God’s curse, Ps 53:5; Ezek 6:5; Gal 3:13. **27 Cp murderers hands and feet, 4:12. put to death.. as the barley harvest was beginning- Their death was associated with the poor, drought-stricken harvest.

Footnote **26 The MT says Michal, and the KJV attempts to make sense of this by having Yalad referring to her bringing up her sister Merab’s children. But that isn’t what Yalad means. As it was Merab who married Adriel, 1 Sa 18:19, and two Hebrew Ms, and the Lucianic LXX have Merab here, it seems that NIV makes a wise, God-honouring choice in following them.  Michal married David, and  then Paltiiel, 1 Sam 18:27; 25:44.

Footnote **27 In Gal 3:13 we're reminded that on the Cross Jesus Christ was Made a Curse for us. By God's Law Death was the final penalty. Justice could claim no further revenge. Those hanged were to be taken down before sunset and buried, or the land was defiled, Deu 21:23. As so often men were not content to obey God in His way. The way we obey God in solving problems can cause further problems.
21:10-14 Rizpah.. took sackcloth and spread it out for herself on a rock- Rizpah spread the sign of mourning on the hard rock, and made it her home while she did all that she could do as a loving mother – protecting their bodies and enduring the distress of the sight and smell of the bodies of her sons as they rotted and shrivelled in the drought brought on by the sin that left them hanging under God’s curse. **28 We rightly shrink from the horror of the scene, and the narrator gives us only the resolute action of the mother that continues until rain comes, and David arranges for honoured burial. David may have been aware of Rizpah’s action all along, but could do nothing about removing the remains until the rains fell, indicating that God’s Judgment anger had been appeased by the deaths and exposure of the seven descendants of Saul. The mention of the men of Jabez alongside the woman Rizpah suggests that the devotion and courage shown in her action matched theirs in 1 Sam 31:11-13. 

till WATER DROPPED ON THEM OUT OF HEAVEN/the rain poured down from the heavens on the bodies- There would be at least two months before the autumn rains could be expected SUFFERED/did not let the birds of the air REST ON/touch them.. or the BEASTS OF THE FIELD/wild animals- She preserved a measure of dignity for them even in their death, so that in due course their whole skeletons received decent burial. She did this until the coming of normal autumn rains showed that God’s judgment on the broken oath had been completed. The rains showed that their deaths had not been in vain. By their dying, God’s Judgment had been lifted from Israel. 

When David was told.. he took the bones of Saul.. Jonathan from.. Jabesh Gilead. (They had STOLEN/taken them secretly from the STREET/public square- Rechob- A width, broad place, street, at Beth Shean..) and.. of THEM THAT WERE HANGED/those who had been killed.. buried.. in the SEPULCHRE/tomb of Saul’s father Kish- David’s action showed respect for the king he had served faithfully, and his son Jonathan who he had loved as a friend.. After that God WAS ENTREATED FOR/answered prayer in behalf of the land.

Footnote **28 Poor Rizpah - the death of her sons was justice sanctioned by God. Reason says that as they were dead it made no difference what she did. But, Rizpah was a Mother, and mother's aren't sensible in limiting the sacrifices they are willing to make for their children. Reason isn't everything. If Mary Magdalene, being sensible, had gone home like the others she might not have met her Lord. Perhaps the bitterest suffering was the fact that her husband's wrongdoing was the death of their sons. Thousands of mothers today will be in that position, and thousands of husbands too, no doubt.

Poor Rizpah - God used her to shame David into giving decent burial for her sons. And God saw fit to record the story as a reminder of the personal tragedy involved in every sin. And in the consequences of every sin, and even in the just punishment of every sin. Poor Rizpah? Yes, but we'd sooner be recorded as Rizpah, than as Saul, or perhaps than any other person mentioned in these chapters. It's easy to regard Kings as important, and mothers as unimportant, but this reminds us that it's better to make a good job of being a mother, than a poor job of being a king.

This story makes us feel ashamed of us Humans. And amazed at the Grace of God, that patiently works in wisdom, love, and power to bring us as much blessing as we will let Him! Let's give thanks for that Grace, but never presume on it. Whatever WE sow to our sinful nature will bring a harvest of rottenness. Whatever WE sow in obeying the Holy Spirit will reap a harvest of eternal life and joy in the Glory, Gal 6:7. Blessed be the Name of the Lord!   Amen!

21:15-22 Defeat of Giant Philistines

(In Hebrew style these incidents are grouped together because all involved unusually large Philistine men being defeated by David’s mighty men. Nothing is said that identifies which of the Israelite-Philistine conflicts they occurred in. **29 But the rule that David should not lead his troops into battle must have been made early in his reign as later those who led the army in battle were Joab, 10:7; 11:1, etc Abishai, 18:2; 20:6, and Ittai, 18:2. The routine form of the reports suggests they are quoted from a military record.)

21:15-17 David went down with his SERVANTS/men to fight against the Philistines, and DAVID WAXED FAINT/he became exhausted- David was becoming a handicap in battle rather than an asset by this time. In 1 Sa 17, David as an inexperienced youth struck down Goliath. At this stage, as an ageing man, he was unable to keep fighting and so was likely to have been struck down. 

And Ishbi-Benob one OF THE SONS/descendants of THE GIANT/Rapha- They may have been sons of a very large Philistine man called Rapha, but it’s more likely that the expression merely means they were Giant-sized men – as with Sons of Belial, etc  Cp Deu 2:10-11, 20-21. **30 

BRASS/bronze spear head weighed three hundred shekels.. THOUGHT TO HAVE SLAIN/said he would kill David. But Abishai.. SUCCOURED HIM/came to David’s rescue. Then David’s men SWARE UNTO/swore to him, saying, Never again will you go out with us to battle, so that THOU QUENCH NOT the LIGHT/lamp of Israel will not be extinguished- A striking figure of how much Israel depended on David for its national security and spiritual life. Cp 22:29; 23:3-4; 1 Ki 11:36. Cp Job 21:17; Prov 20:20.  If David were to fall in battle, night would descend on Israel – her hopes of deliverance from enemy oppression being quenched. (Thank God there is no danger of our “Light,” Jn 8:12, being put out.) 

21:18-22 .. AGAIN/another battle with the Philistines at Gob- Probably near Gezer where the battle is located in 1 Chr 20:4. At that time SIBBECHAI/Sibbecai- This seems to be the man named Mebunnai, in 23:27. It’s not unusual to have alternative names recorded. SLEW/killed Saph- Sippai in 1 Chr 20:4. one of the SONS/descendants of THE GIANT/Rapha- That there were a number of men beside David and his nephews Joab and Abishai who were heroic fighters is emphasised in 23:8-39. 

Footnote **29 Whatever problems we solve, routine ones remain - Philistines. And sometimes even the routine problems of life become giants, too big for us. We need the Grace and Strength of God to match our weakness, 2 Cor 12:9. And David, like all Oldies, needed to learn to step down gracefully, and let younger folk take up the challenge of Faith as he had himself done when young. Our past example, counsel, and prayer strengthen those in battle while we remain in the City, 18:3.

Footnote **30 They may have been related to the Anakites, and Rephaites referred to in Gen 15:20; Num 13:22, 28, 33; Deu 1:28; 9:2; Josh 11:21-22; 14:12, 15; Judg 1:20. Or there may have been a family in Gath with defective genes that led to giantism, and at times to having 6 fingers and toes. If so their large size may not have been a great asset when it came to fighting a determined opponent, although it would take courage to attack an abnormally large man, Num 13:33. 

In another battle.. Elhanan son of Jaare-Oregim the Bethlehemite SLEW/killed Goliath- We know from 1 Sam 17 that David himself killed a giant Philistine named Goliath. To avoid any seeming contradiction the KJV translators added “THE BROTHER OF,” but it’s not in the original. 1 Chr 20:5 has son of Jair SLEW killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath so an early copyist may have misread Lahmi as Bethlehemite. **31

THERE WAS YET A/In still another battle.. at Gath.. a huge man OF GREAT STATURE with six fingers on each hand.. BORN TO/descended from THE GIANT/Rapha. When he DEFIED/taunted Israel- As Goliath had, 1 Sa 17:10. Jonathan son of SHIMEAH/Shimea, David’s brother, SLEW/killed him. These four were BORN TO THE GIANT/descendants of Rapha in Gath, and they fell.. David and.. his SERVANTS/men- That there are variations in the spelling of some names, and seemingly completely different names for the hero of some actions is typical of ancient records. **32 It is wise for us to believe that God has over-ruled so that His word has come down to us today in its present form. Some Christians seek to resolve any difficulties and discrepancies by blaming them on poor copying by scribes, others on our limited knowledge of people and alternative names for them, but it’s simplest to confess that we can’t know the full answer. And concentrate our attention on the 99% of Scripture which is quite clear of difficulties – except those of unbelief and reluctance to obey our Lord. 

22:1-51 A Song of Praise to the Lord

(This is preserved in Ps 18, also. As the writing of Psalms of praise to the Lord was such a prominent feature of David’s life, and the main means by which he ministers to God’s people down to this day, it’s appropriate that a sample should be included in his life’s story. It’s placed centrally in this appendix to the book of Samuel. And it expresses the central feature of David’s life and service, persistent heart commitment to the Lord and dependence on him. **33 The Lord had called David to fight battles and deliver Israel from her enemies, and as he tried to obey the Lord in this, the Lord enabled him to do so. 

Footnote **31 The Rabbis said that Elhanan was another name for David. In 23:24; 1 Chr 11:26, Elhanan is said to be the son of Dodo of Bethlehem. In 1 Chr 20:5 Elhanan is son of Jair. So Dodo (It sounds like a nickname, or family name) seems to be an alternative name for this Jair. When God has chosen not to tell us the whole story, His sons and daughters may seek to honour Him by finding possible explanations, but it is foolish for us to argue about them. There may well have been more than one over-large Philistine called Goliath, and more than one could have had a spear with a shaft like a weaver’s BEAM/rod.

Footnote **32 As noted in Joshua Booklet II, Page 61, in reading the history of any war you will find apparent contradictions, but it's reasonable to leave the problems unresolved and get on with learning what you can. Warfare IS confusing, even at the time A detailed history hides the pattern of events. A brief outline contains seeming contradictions. Eg in World-War II both these statements are true "The Australians captured the Libyan port of Bardia from the Italians," and "The Germans captured Bardia from the South Africans," but the dates would be different. I have read that in that North African area, at different times the name of head of the army was Cunningham , and so was the Air Force head, and a Coningham was Head of the Naval forces. But a scholar reading of such a coincidence in Joshua would probably suggest that Cunningham, mis-spelled Coningham wasn't a name, but an ancient title meaning "The man in charge!"

Footnote **33 It has a rich vocabulary and as usual in Hebrew poetry there is a constant use of parallel sentences, and the subject of the verses forms what is known as a Chiasmus – an A. B. C. B. A. pattern. This serves to emphasise the truth expressed in the central section C - the central message of the Law – obedience to the Lord results in a life of blessing. Here the subjects are: A. 1-4 Praise to the Lord. B. 5-20 The Lord’s deliverance of David. C. 21-29 Reasons for David’s deliverance. B. 30-46 The Lord’s deliverance of David. A. 47-50 Praise to the Lord. Vs 51 is a postscript stating the Lord’s enduring support to the house of David. 

In 22:1-20, David tells how the Lord delivered him from danger at the hands of his enemies. 22:21-30 sets forth the moral grounds for God’s saving help. 22:31-46 recounts the help that the Lord gave him. Parts applied to Messiah are: 2-4, hearing and answering prayer, Heb 2:13; 5:7, death closing in on the Saviour. 7-20, God warring against the hosts of Hell who seek to prevent the resurrection. 21-30, etc. God raised Him from the dead. 31-43, the Messiah’s second advent when He destroys his enemies. 44-51, the glorious kingdom of the Messiah. 

The book of Samuel records David’s life, including his lapses from godly faith and obedience. The Psalm sums up the over-all impact of David’s life on the nation of Israel – God’s people. He led them to freedom and to faith in the Lord by himself sincerely trying to honour the Lord by trusting Him and obeying Him. The Lord demonstrated in David that He answers prayers, and that His will is best. And David led Israel in praising the Lord for all this.) 

22:1-4 David sang to the LORD the words of this song IN THE DAY THAT/when the LORD HAD delivered him from.. all his enemies- 8:1-14, and from.. Saul- 1 Sa 18-31. Saul isn’t listed as David’s enemy because David tried as far as possible to remain a loyal servant of Saul. Ps 18 opens with musical instructions as it’s in the form needed for ritual use. Here the intention is to show David’s heart attitude towards the Lord and his life as the Lord’s anointed servant-king. 

He said: The LORD is my rock- Sela- A craggy rock, fortress. God is called Israel’s Rock in Deu 32:4, 15, 18, 31. The term is particularly appropriate to David’s experience as he took refuge from Saul in wild rocky areas, 1 Sa 23:25; 24:2. David calls the Lord his rock in 22:32, 47; 23:3; Ps 28:1; 31;2; 61:2; 78:35; 89:26; 94:22; 95:1. my fortress- Matsud- A defence, castle, strong place, as in 5:17; 23:14; 1 Sa 22:4-5; 24:22, referring to places where David sought refuge. David pictures the Lord as being the One who provides security for him. and my deliverer.
My God is my rock- Tsur- A cliff, rock, refuge. in HIM WILL/whom I TRUST/take refuge- Chasah- To flee for protection, trust in, take refuge. All these images picture the Lord as the strong and benevolent protector of His people Israel in general, and specifically of David the king He gave them. My shield- 22:31, 36; Gen 15:1. “My..” David takes up the statements about the Lord made in the Law, as promises, and by faith applies them to himself and his circumstances. and the horn- Deu 33:17; Jer 48:25. Not only is the Lord the defensive protection David needs, but he is also the horn of defensive aggression against the attacks of predators. of my salvation- Yesha- Liberty, deliverance, salvation. He is my HIGH TOWER/stronghold, my refuge and my saviour- Yasha- To defend, free, help. THOU SAVEST/you save- Yasha me FROM VIOLENCE/From violent men.

I call to the LORD who is worthy of praise- Halal- To shine, celebrate, boast, etc. And I am saved- Yasha. from my enemies. The tense used means that it was on more than one occasion, not an isolated incident. In fact the whole Psalm is expressed in general terms. 

22:5-7 The waves of death COMPASSED/swirled about me- The dangers David faced were not literally waters, but wicked men who tried to kill him. David uses vivid, poetic terms to picture the physical dangers and distresses he faced when pursued by Saul, and later when attacked by Philistines, etc 8:1-14. The FLOODS/torrents of UNGODLY MEN/ destruction- Belial MADE ME AFRAID/overwhelmed me. The SORROWS/cords of HELL/the grave- Sheol– The world of the dead, the place where people go at death. It was at times spoken of as if it waited eagerly as a predator with open mouth to swallow up people and their lives. COMPASSED ME/coiled around me. The snares of death PREVENTED/confronted me– It seemed that at any moment he would be killed.

In my distress I called UPON/to the LORD- This sums up the great lesson the Lord taught His people Israel. That He wanted them to trust and obey Him, confident that He was eager to be their Friend and Saviour. And always close to them ready to come and save them in whatever troubles they faced, Ex 3:7-10; Ps 50:15; 91:14-15; Jer 29:11-12. AND CRIED/I called out to my God. From his temple- Heaven, where God sits enthroned as king, Ps 11:4; 113:5; Isa 6:1; 40:22; Jonah 2:7. he heard my voice; my cry DID ENTER/came to his ears.

22:8-16 THEN The earth SHOOK/trembled.. The foundations of the heavens MOVED/shook.. because he was angry. Smoke rose from his nostrils, consuming fire OUT OF/came from his mouth, DEVOURED, Burning coals WERE KINDLED/blazed out of it. He BOWED/parted the heavens and came down, DARKNESS/Dark clouds were under his feet- David in his weakness, need and distress cried out to God to deliver Him. The Lord in His almighty power responded in an earth-shaking way, and as a result Israel’s relationship with surrounding powers was totally reversed. The Philistine nation that had mocked Israel and oppressed them had fallen before David’s obedient faith, just as their giant Goliath had done, 1 Sa 17:45-50. 

He RODE/mounted UPON A CHERUB/the cherubim- Bearers of God’s throne in Ezek 1 and 10, and guardians of His holiness. Cp Ex 25:18; 1 Sa 4:4. He WAS SEEN UPON/soared on the wings of the wind. He made darkness PAVILIONS/his canopy around him, the dark WATERS, THICK/rain clouds of the sky- That the Lord came to help David in his desperate danger is figured in terms of violent thunder storms, earthquakes etc. The Lord is pictured as God the Warrior descending in terrifying power to protect his servant in his weakness, and to overwhelm David’s powerful enemies, Cp 5:24; Josh 10:11; Judg 5:20-22; 1 Sa 2:10; 7:10; Ps 5:4-6; 68:1-8; 77:16-19; Isa 29:6; Mic 1:3-4; Nah 1:2-6; Hab 3:3-15. 

THROUGH/Out of the brightness BEFORE HIM/of his presence WERE COALS OF FIRE KINDLED/bolts of lightning blazed forth. The LORD thundered from heaven.. the Most High UTTERED HIS VOICE/resounded- The terrifying power of what God says is associated with the terrifying sound of natural thunder, Job 37:2-5; Ps 29. All creation can be used to teach us something of the wonder and power of various aspects of God’s nature, Ps 19; Rom 1:18-20. He shot OUT arrows and scattered the enemies- Shafts of lightning, Ps 77:17; 144:6; Hab 3:11. The CHANNELS/valleys of the sea APPEARED/ were exposed.. foundations of the WORLD/earth WERE DISCOVERED/laid bare- Perhaps referring to God as a warrior defeating the Egyptian army at the Red Sea, Ex 15:1-12.

22:17-20 He SENT/reached down from ABOVE/on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of MANY/deep waters- God’s saving intervention is pictured as His reaching down from Heaven to help and strengthen David when he was attacked by his powerful enemies. He DELIVERED/rescued me from my STRONG/powerful enemy.. They PREVENTED/confronted me in the day of my CALAMITY/disaster. But the LORD was my STAY/support. He brought me FORTH/out into a LARGE/spacious place- Where he was free to go wherever he wished, not restricted by the threats and dangers that had hemmed him in. To be afflicted and oppressed is like being bound with fetters or shut into prison. Cp Job 36:6, 13, 16. he DELIVERED/rescued me because he delighted in me- This expresses the idea of God’s sovereign pleasure in the one He has anointed to be His servant. A similar idea is expressed in 15:26; Ps 22:8; Mt 3:17. In contrast to Saul’s responses to God, David’s response to God’s sovereign grace marked him out as a man after God’s own heart, 1 Sa 13:14; 15:28; 1 Ki 14:8; 15:5.

22:21-25 The LORD REWARDED/has dealt with me according to my righteousness- Tsedaqah- Rightness, justice, moderation. This may sound as if David was proud of his self-righteousness, and believed that all the good that came to him was the natural reward for his being such a good person. But even before his great sin with Bath Sheba David was vividly aware that God’s goodness to him came from God’s sovereign grace and choice, 7:18-29. The righteousness that David claims is a matter of his desire to please the Lord, in his service as the Lord’s anointed, 22:51, and his consciousness that fellowship with God requires His people to set their hearts on obedient trust in the Lord and in all He has revealed of His will. This is not a silly boast of sinless perfection, but claims that in contrast to his enemies – including Saul, also anointed by the Lord – he really loved and wanted to please God. And as a result lived generally in godly integrity – itself the fruit of God’s gracious working in his heart, Ps 51:10-12. Note the declarations of a clear conscience made by Samuel, 1 Sa 12:3; Hezekiah, 2 Ki 20:3; and Job, Job 23:4-12; 27:6. Cp Ps 17:3-5, 26:44:17:18; 101. 

  There’s a youthful confidence expressed here in contrast to the tone of Ps 32 and 51. In those Psalms David is oppressed with a sense of his weakness, sinfulness, and the need of God’s mercy in forgiving him. Here he is concerned with the righteous basis on which God deals with everyone, rather than with the mercy that even the best men need desperately. David has written powerfully of what the Lord had done for him. Now he writes of why the Lord had acted on his behalf. This sets an example for other worshippers to follow. David says the Lord has made it quite clear what He expects of His people so that he will be free to bless them in all their ways. This doesn’t deny that David had sinned foolishly in unbelief in sheltering among the Philistines etc and particularly in his gross sins re Bath Sheba, 11:27. But these were thoroughly repented of, 12:13; Ps 51:3-14. And they were not characteristic of David’s behaviour. See the verdicts on David recorded in 1 Ki 11:4; 14:8; 15:3, 11; 2 Ki 16:2; 18:3; 22:2. The bold statement is made in 22:21 and 25, and the verses in between set out aspects of the general truth.

according to the cleanness of my hands he has RECOMPENSED/rewarded- Shub- To turn back, return to starting point me. For I have kept the ways of the LORD; I have not WICKEDLY DEPARTED FROM/done evil by turning from my God. All his JUDGMENTS/laws- Mishpat are before me; I DID NOT DEPART/have not turned away from his STATUTES/decrees- Chuqqah.

I WAS UPRIGHT/have been blameless- Tamim- Complete, whole, sincere. before him and have kept myself from MY INIQUITY/sin- Such gross sin as that with Bath Sheba and Uriah was out of character, and sincerely repented. So with Christians, each of us knows that it’s only by the grace of God in Christ crucified that we can fellowship with Him. But at the same time we know that there is a clear distinction between the life we now live and the life of the godless that we once lived, Rom 8:1-39; 1 Cor 5:11; 6:9-11; Eph 2:1-10; Col 3:1-17, etc. Both are grounds for the confidence in which we face the decisions of each day, and the prospect of our future standing in the presence of God, 1 Jn 2:1-3:24; Jude 17-25.

THEREFORE The LORD has RECOMPENSED/rewarded- Shub me according to my righteousness- Tsedaqah, according to my cleanness in his EYE sight- As promised in Lev 26:1-13; Deu 28:1-14. David plainly declared that by the mercy of God his sins had been forgiven, Ps 32:1-2/Rom 4:7-8. So now he also declares that he has faith-based righteousness that declares itself in a righteous life-style. Cp Jas 2:17 which can be translated as “Profession of Faith, without obedience, is dead.” 

22:26-30 To the MERCIFUL/faithful- Chasid- Kind, merciful, godly, From Chasad- To bow the neck to an equal = to be kind, courteous. And Chanan- To bend or stoop in kindness, graciously, Gen 33:9-11; Ex 33:19, etc Chesed is also from Chasad. The Chasid are those who live in the Chesed- Family loyalty, covenanted kindness, mercy of the Lord, and show it in their relationships with each other.
you show yourself MERCIFUL/faithful- Chasad. Those who respond to God in fellowship with Him, find Him to be their kinsman redeemer, but He is kinsman avenger to those who stand with the murderers of His Son. Because David has believed God’s promises that He rewards people according to their obedient faith or rebellious unbelief, Deu 6:1-9:29; 27:1-30:20, he has worked at being the kind of person God can bless in his life with and service to God. Cp Job 34:11; Prov 3:34. 

To the UPRIGHT/blameless- Tamim you show yourself UPRIGHT/blameless- Tamam.- To complete, etc. WITH/To the pure- Barar- To make bright, cleanse, polish, purge. you show yourself pure- Barar, but to the FROWARD/crooked- Iqqesh- Distorted, crooked, false, perverse, you show yourself UNSAVOURY/shrewd- Pathal- To twist, wrestle. God deals fairly with people, but perverse responses never give the wicked an advantage in their fight with God. He can easily defeat their cunning. You save the AFFLICTED/humble, but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them low- This was David’s experience as it had been the experience of Hannah, 1 Sa 2:3-8. 

You are my lamp O LORD.. Cp Job 18:5-6; 21:17; Ps 27:1. David has been described as the lamp of Israel, 21:17. Here he points to the One who alone can make him shine as a light to Israel – the Lord Himself. FOR BY THEE I HAVE RUN THROUGH/With your help I can advance against a troop, with my God HAVE I LEAPED OVER/can scale a wall.

22:31-37 As for God his way is perfect- Tamim; the word of the LORD is TRIED/flawless- Tsaraph- To refine metal, purge, purify. In the rest of the song David expresses his praise to the Lord for what his experience has taught him of God’s greatness, glory and goodness. God’s work fulfils His purposes without any failure on His part. David had found in the Lord – his lamp and wholeness – all that he needed to live a godly, well-rounded life of service and worship, no matter what he had to face. He is a BUCKLER/shield for all who TRUST/take refuge in him- Chasah- To flee for protection, to make refuge, trust. For who is God besides the LORD?- God is not only all-sufficient, He is in fact the only God there is. And.. Rock?

It is God IS MY STRENGTH AND POWER/who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect- Tamim. He makes my feet like HINDS/the feet of a deer; he enables me to stand UPON MY HIGH PLACES/on the heights- In the path of obedience to the will of God David had to face great difficulties at times. His pathway was not an easy highway, spiritually, but like a road blocked by wild craggy masses of rock. But with God-given strength and wisdom he was able to travel rapidly and sure-footed as gazelles etc travel over the physical rocks. I still remember vividly, when mountain climbing, disturbing three Deer who leaped swiftly up what seemed to me an almost perpendicular rock face.

He TEACHETH MY HANDS FOR WAR/trains my hand for battle; SO THAT A BOW OF STEEL IS BROKEN/my arms can bend a bow of bronze- Perhaps a wooden bow strengthened in some way by bronze fittings that gave it extra power, but required exceptional strength to bend it in use. Or it may be figurative – God gives me the strength to do the impossible. 
THY GENTLENESS/you stoop down- Anah- To look down, depress, to make me great- Only by humbly stooping down to us can the God of glory rescue us, as by nature we’re rebellious, sinful, foolish, weak and fickle. Cp Job 7:17-18; Ps 8:3-9; 144:3-4; Heb 2:8-13. God had stooped to exalt David. The Lord Jesus, has stooped to become man, and borne our sins that we might be raised to Glory, Rom 8:28-39; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 2:6-13; Heb 2:10. ENLARGED MY STEPS/You broaden the path beneath me so that my FEET/ankles do not SLIP/turn.

22:38-46 I HAVE pursued my enemies and DESTROYED/crushed them; I did not turn back until I HAD CONSUMED/they were destroyed- That the Lord empowered him for victory didn’t mean that David didn’t energetically and persistently play his part in making the victory as complete as possible. they ARE FALLEN UNDER/fell beneath my feet.

You GIRDED/armed me with strength for battle.. You SUBDUED/made my adversaries bow at my feet. You HAVE GIVEN ME THE NECK- Oreph- Back of neck, back, made my enemies turn their backs in flight, and THAT I MAY DESTROY THEM THAT HATE ME/destroyed my foes- David confidently declares there is only one reason for his many outstanding victories. No foe had been able to stand before him for the simple reason that he had acted in obedience to the Lord. He had been God’s agent to fulfil His purposes for His people Israel. 

They LOOKED/cried for help but there was no one to save them To the LORD, but he did not answer- Saul no doubt had at times cried to the Lord for success in his efforts to kill David, as he considered David’s residence in Keilah as an act of God on his behalf, 1 Sa 23:7. The same would have been true of Absalom who offered sacrifices to the Lord in Hebron, 15:12. I beat them as.. as the dust of the earth.. STAMP/pounded and trampled them AS THE MIRE/into the mud.. SPREAD THEM ABROAD- Raqa- To pound, spread out thin.

You delivered me from the STRIVINGS/attacks- Rib. of my people- In the time of Saul, and later in Absalom’s rebellion. You have KEPT/preserved me as the head of THE HEATHEN/nations. People I KNEW NOT/did not know SHALL SERVE/are subject.. SUBMIT THEMSELVES/come cringing to me; as soon as they hear of me.. FADE AWAY/lose heart- Nabel- To wilt, faint, etc. come trembling from their CLOSE PLACES/strongholds.

22:47-51 The LORD lives! BLESSED/Praise- Barak be to my rock- The Lord’s saving interventions in David’s life proved to him beyond all doubt that the Lord was the LIVING God. Cp Moses in Deu 32:30-31. Exalted be God, the Rock OF my SALVATION/ Saviour!.. BRINGETH DOWN/puts the PEOPLE/nations under me, who BRINGETH/sets me FORTH/free from my enemies- David was given victory over the surrounding nations that oppressed Israel because the Lord is God over all nations. His victory on behalf of the Lord’s people Israel was God’s will. And part of God’s will is that Israel, granted victory by Himself, should be a witness to those nations. 

You LIFTED/exalt me UP ON HIGH above THEM THAT ROSE UP AGAINST ME/my foes.. DELIVERED/rescued me. Therefore I will GIVE THANKS UNTO/praise you O LORD among the nations- Ps 9:1. I will sing praises- Zamar- To strike with the fingers, strum a musical instrument. to your name- Quoted in Rom 15:9. He IS THE TOWER OF SALVATION/gives his king great victories- Yeshuah- Something saved, deliverance, victory, salvation. 

He shows MERCY/unfailing kindness- Chesed- 7:8-16. to his anointed- Mashiach, 1 Sa 16:13. David refers to himself as God’s anointed, and this acknowledges the covenant character of his kingship. It’s in his official capacity as the Lord’s anointed that the song is to be understood. It speaks of God’s dealing with God’s anointed. 

To David and to his SEED/descendants forever- 7:12-16. It isn’t limited to David as an individual person. David is proclaiming the Lord’s enduring support for the house of David. In all his efforts as King-Deliverer-Shepherd of Israel David is conscious that the Lord has anointed him for this task. And the Lord has promised His unfailing mercy to him and to his descendants that will enable Him to accomplish His purposes for His people, through the house of David, 7:11-16. This has encouraged David to set a good example for those who followed him – a standard that was remembered and referred to from time to time, 1 Ki 3:14; 9:4; 11:6, 33, 38; 14:8; 15:3, 5, 11; 2 Ki 14:3; 16:2; 18:3; 22:2. Hannah’s last words had pointed to the Lord assisting His anointed king. David echoes this but in view of God’s promises to him, claims that blessed position by faith.
23:1-7 A Psalm about Good Government

(As Jacob, Gen 49, Moses, Deu 32-33, and Joshua, Josh 23-24, had done, David gives a final, formal proclamation, not necessarily with his last breath. These express the final testimony of their life’s experience of God, and their wishes for His people. David urges those who follow him to learn the lessons of his life, that men can enjoy God’s blessings only as they live in the fear of God. This was reinforced by the fact that when he had failed to live in the fear of the Lord there were disastrous consequences. David proclaims the ideal king who rules righteously in the fear of the Lord and who as a result brings life and blessing to the nation. His own life and testimony provided the standard by which later kings were judged. Cp Ps 72. It also proclaims that David and his descendants are the only ones certified by the Lord to be Israel’s righteous kings. David realised that he fell short of the ideal, but set it before himself as the goal to aim at. The Jews accepted that his Descendant the Messiah will totally fulfil this ideal.)

23:1 These are the last words of David- A summary, final comment on the great Psalm of thanksgiving for God’s involvement in David’s life, 22:1-51. It sums up the governing responsibilities of God’s anointed king, under God’s covenant with Israel, and with its king. It may have been composed at the time of his final instructions to Solomon, 1 Ki 2:1-10. 

The oracle of David.. the man- Geber- Valiant man, warrior. WHO WAS RAISED UP ON HIGH/exalted by the Most High.. anointed by the God of Jacob- David is by birth the Son of Jesse, an ordinary citizen of an ordinary small town in Israel. But he wasn’t limited to what he inherited from Jesse. The Lord God of Israel was involved in His life. He had raised David up to the high position of being King of Israel as part of His purposes for Israel. God had anointed him so that he was enabled to fulfil that purpose, 1 Sa 16:1-13. **34 

Israel’s SWEET PSALMIST/singer of songs- Zamir- A song accompanied with instrumental music, a psalm. David the man of war was raised up by God to be the deliverer of Israel. David the Psalmist embodied and encouraged the expression of the spiritual life of Israel.

23:2-4 The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me; his word was on my tongue- As with many of the prophets who contributed to the OT Scriptures, David was conscious that God’s Spirit was moving him and enabling him to speak under His guidance. Cp 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:21. As well as being a Spirit-endowed king, 1 Sam 16:13, a priest who provided and patterned worship songs for Israel, he was also God’s prophet to Israel, Acts 2:30. The pattern of THE Messiah, Prophet, Lk 1:76; 4:24; 13:33; 24:19; Acts 3:22, Heb 1:1-2, Priest, Heb 3:1; 4:14-5:10; 7:21-8:6, and King, Jn 18:37; 19:21. That David was a prophet didn’t prevent him from receiving messages through other prophets, 7:5-17; 12:1-14; 24:11-13, 18; 1 Sa 22:5. 

The God of Israel SAID/spoke, the rock of Israel- 1 Sa 2:2. Cp Deu 32:4, 15, 18, 30-31. SPOKE/said to me- God in His greatness, mercy and glory (as experienced by David and expressed in the preceding song of praise) made clear to David the nature of the government required of those privileged to rule under God, as David had been. Anyone who wishes to rule in integrity must realise that to do so one needs to take every action in the fear of God – in submission to His will revealed in the Law. 

HE THAT/When one rules over men MUST BE JUST/in righteousness, RULING/when he rules in the fear of God- In brief, vivid strokes David sets out the ideal theocratic king, to be fully realised only in the rule of David’s Greater son, Jesus Christ. This prophetic utterance complements that of 7:12-16 and anticipates those of Isa 9:7; 11:1-5; Jer 23:5-6; 33:15-17; Zech 9:9. Only those who live in the fear of God - seeking to know and be responsive to His revealed will are able to rule righteously. And they are enabled to.

HE SHALL BE AS/He is like the light of the morning WHEN THE SUN RISETH/at sunrise.. on a cloudless morning WITHOUT CLOUDS- Cp Ps 27:1; 36:9.To rule in the light of God’s Law brings to the government of the land the blessing of light to live by, in a way that parallels the light for life and work provided by the rising of the sun. Similarly in the ruling we have to do in our home life, business life and assembly life.

BY CLEAR SHINING/Like the brightness after rain AS THE TENDER GRASS SPRING OUT OF/that brings grass from the earth- The sun can be viewed as exercising burning judgment that withers the growth with drought, Deu 28:23-24. But the effect of the light shining from God’s Law in guiding the government of the land is like the warming sunshine after rain that makes plant life spring up and flourish. All the good things of natural life will flourish in Israel/among God’s people, when personal, social and economic life are organised to be lived in fellowship with the revealed will of God. 

Footnote **34 As He had in mercy raised up the man Jacob – an all too easily despised man - to be the ancestor of God’s now numerous people, Israel. By wrestling in his weakness with God, he became a triumphant prince of God, Gen 32:28. And, raised above his human limitations, late in his life he, the one driven into exile, was seen giving a blessing to Pharaoh, Gen 47:7. All God’s servants are strengthened as they read the truths of Ps 139.

  The beauty of sunshine after rain, and the refreshment of the plants as they unfold their leaves and flourish is a fitting picture of the blessedness which comes on God’s people as they respond to the revelation of Himself and His will, and are encouraged to do so by leaders of His people. As King after King failed to live up to this standard, the hope that a descendant of David would do so was increasingly transferred to the hope of a coming Messiah. The fulness of such leadership exists in Christ Jesus, “Son of David,” the blessed and only true “Anointed-Messiah.” 

23:5 ALTHOUGH/Is not my house IS NOT SO/right with God?- The Hebrew makes it clear that there’s a link between the requirement to be a God-pleasing ruler, and God’s promise to him and his descendants, but KJV is probably the correct translation. David isn’t boasting that it’s because he is such a good king that God has chosen him. Rather he is saying that it’s because God has chosen him, and his dynasty, that they must do all they can to live up to God’s calling. 

  David confesses that the special quality about himself as king and that of his descendants after him isn’t inherent in their natural selves. It’s the product of God’s sovereign election, covenant promises, and His persistent involvement in their lives, 7:11-16. David’s confidence is similar to that expressed by Paul in relation to the believers at Philippi – what He had begun He could be trusted to finish, Phil 1:6.

YET/has he not  made with me an everlasting covenant. Arranged and secured in every part?- A covenant that God will not allow to fail or be frustrated, 7:20-29; Ps 89:3, 28, 34, 39; 132:11; Isa 55:3. FOR THIS IS ALL/Will he not bring to fruition my salvation- In the first place this would have in mind the physical blessings of continued physical life, but it doesn’t rule out a spiritual dimension to that. Cp Ps 27:1-14. grant ALL/my every desire- That is every desire of David’s that was attuned to the will of God, Ps 37:4, not any selfish or sinful desire. 
23:6-7 But THE SONS OF BELIAL/evil men.. like thorns.. Whoever touches thorns MUST BE FENCED WITH/uses a tool of iron- God’s assurance to David and his descendants of His covenanted blessings required David to shepherd Israel as God’s flock, 7:8. But also a determined effort on his part to stamp out evil, and deal in judgement with wicked men and their actions. Good/godly government can’t always be gentle. In any land, in this fallen world, there will be people whose actions are under God’s curse – thorns that make life a harder struggle, Gen 3:17-18. Good government under God needs to handle such with an “iron hand” or tool, to stop them damaging others; Ps 2:9. Goliath had been a “thorn” to Israel, and David had finished him off with his own iron weapon, 1 Sa 17:51. Cp Ps 110:5-6. 

They.. burned WITH FIRE/up IN THE PLACE/where they lie- Just as men don’t pick them up as they do with fruit etc, so God will not come into personal contact with them, but consign them to judgment. Cp Mt 13:40.

23:8-39 David’s Mighty Men    A Military Honours List

(David’s triumphant deliverance of Israel from the oppression of enemy nations was the result of his relationship to the Lord above, but also his relationships with a number of brave fighters under him, and their actions. So it’s right that this list should be included in his life’s story. **35 Jonathan had been a man of Faith, and his armour bearer followed him 1 Sa 14:1-45. But that great victory was not followed by others, as Saul corrupted his army by directing their efforts to the task of murdering David. David’s men started out as misfits, 1 Sa 22:2, but they learned from him to trust in the Lord, obey Him, and enjoy the triumphs and blessings that result, 1 Sa 30:6-31, etc 

While most were from Judah, twelve seem to have come from Israel, including three from Saul’s tribe of Benjamin, plus an Ammonite and a Hittite. The mixed nature of the list is a reminder that men were valued by David not because of being his relatives or tribesmen, but because of their character and the character of their actions. In this he pictures the Lord who chose the unimportant and despised, and demonstrates what His grace can make of such people, Deu 7:6-8; 1 Cor 1:25-31. ) 

“Three” and “Thirty” seem to be used loosely to indicate the relative importance of the actions which qualified men to be included in the list. That such a list of names was kept would encourage men to fight bravely. We today are encouraged by the records of the past, Heb 11:1-12:10. Joab isn’t included. Perhaps because he had killed Abner, Absalom, and Amasa. But he may not have had the gift for individual heroic action, but rather the gift of efficiently organising and inspiring other men for battle. 

23:8-12 These are the names of David’s mighty men; THE/a TACHMONITE THAT SAT IN THE SEAT/Josheb-Basshebeth- KJV translates the words, NIV treats them as an alternative name, a Tahkemonite, 1 Chr 11:11 has Hachmonite. We don’t know where this place was. was chief AMONG THE CAPTAINS/of the Three.

THE SAME WAS ADINO- Adino- slender  THE EZNITE- Etsen- To be sharp or strong, a spear. KJV treats Adino the Eznite as a name, and adds extra words not in the Hebrew “he lift up his spear” to make sense. He LIFTED UP/raised his spear against eight hundred men whom he SLEW/killed AT ONE TIME/in one encounter.

AFTER/Next to him was Eleazar son of DODO/Doda the Aholite- Perhaps descended from the Benjamite named Ahoah, 1 Chr 8:4. he was with David when they DEFIED/taunted the Philistines gathered TOGETHER Niv adds “at Pas Dammim” to fit with 1 Chr 11:13. Cp 1 Sam 17:1. for battle.. the men of Israel WERE GONE AWAY/retreated, but he AROSE/stood his ground and SMOTE/struck down the Philistines till his hand WAS WEARY/grew tired and CLAVE UNTO/froze to the sword- His hand was so cramped he couldn’t easily relax his grip afterwards. The LORD WROUGHT/brought about a great victory that day- The man acted bravely, but it was God who enabled him and gave the victory. So it is always when God’s servants are successful. It is for us to play our part and give glory to God where the results honour Him and fulfil His purposes.

Next to him was Shammah son of Agee the Hararite. When.. Israel’s troops fled.. Shammah took his stand in the MIDST/middle of the GROUND/field. He defended it and SLEW/struck the Philistines down, and the LORD WROUGHT/brought about a great victory- Shammah was unwilling to surrender to the enemy the part of the land promised to Israel, Gen 12:7; 13:15; 17:8; 26:3; 28:13; Ex 33:1; Num 32:11; Deu 1:8; 6:10; 30:20, that he happened to stand on. 

Footnote **35 This list may have been made early in David’s reign when Asahel and Uriah were alive. The list in 1 Chr 11:10-12:40, probably includes additions made later in the reign. It adds information, but omits most of vs 9-11. Variations of spelling are normal in ancient lists.

  This can be seen as picturing the obligation of God’s people to be loyal to Him and to His promises, 1 Tim 6:12, etc. The Lord owned the promised land, Deu 32:43. His people were stewards/caretakers, of it in fellowship with Him, Lev 25:23. **36

23:13-19 During harvest time, three of the thirty chief men came down to David at the cave of Adullam- In the early days of David’s flight from Saul, 1 Sa 22:1-4, or perhaps at the time of the later Philistine invasion, 5:17-18. David was in the HOLD/stronghold, the Philistine garrison was at Bethlehem- Physically, and symbolically, cutting David off from his roots. 

David.. said, Oh that ONE/someone would GIVE/get me a drink of water from the well.. of Bethlehem- Not a command, or even a hint. David was shocked when men actually did it. It was a natural looking back to the carefree days of his childhood when the womenfolk of the family made sure that everyone of the household had water to drink to quench their thirst.

So the three men broke through HOST OF the Philistine lines, drew water.. BROUGHT/carried it back to David- A journey of perhaps 25 miles. **37 NEVERTHELESS/But he WOULD NOT/refused to drink it; instead he poured it out UNTO/before the LORD- As a ritual sacrifice, 1 Sa 7:6. Water itself was valuable, as all life depended on it, but David saw this as representing the life blood of the men who risked their lives to give him something he longed for. Is it not the blood of THE men.. THESE THINGS DID THESE/Such were the exploits of the three mighty men.

Abishai.. was chief AMONG/of the Three- Presumably the second group of three referred to in 23:13-17. Only two of this three are mentioned, and they were both well known military leaders – possibly the third was Joab. Abishai’s other exploits are mentioned in 10:10; 18:2; 20:6; 1 Sa 26:6-12; 1 Chr 18:12. He raised his spear against three hundred men, whom he killed, and HAD A NAME AMONG/so he became as famous WAS/became their CAPTAIN/commander.. though he ATTAINED NOT UNTO/was not included among THE FIRST THREE/them.

23:20-37 Benaiah- A priest, 1 Chr 27:5. a valiant man from Kabzeel- Josh 15:2. who HAD DONE MANY ACTS/performed great exploits. He SLEW/struck down two LIONLIKE MEN/of Moab’s best men.. struck down a huge Egyptian GOODLY MAN- Probably the Egyptian was in the Philistine army as they generally were allied. He.. SLEW/killed him with his own spear.. HAD A NAME AMONG/was as famous as the three mighty men.. but he ATTAINED NOT UNTO/was not included among the FIRST Three. David SET/put him OVER/in charge of his GUARD/bodyguard- The Cherethites and Pelethites, 8:18; 20:23. He commanded the troops for the 3rd month, 1 Chr 27:5. He supported Solomon, and replaced Joab as Commander of Israel’s army, 1 Ki 2:35. 

Footnote **36 This first group of three brave men is followed by a second group of three, and then the “thirty” are listed – totalling thirty seven, 23:39. As 1 Chr 11:26-47 lists extra names it seems that replacements were added to this elite group as men like Asahel, 2:18-23, and Uriah, 11:3-27, died. 

Footnote **37 Mcdonald quotes Williams who applies it to those missionaries who have over the years risked dangers by dedicating their lives to winning converts in heathen lands – who are as helplessly under Satan’s control as was the well at Bethlehem - to satisfy the thirst of the Lord’s heart that people should be gathered to Him. Cp Jn 10:16. 

Among the thirty were Asahel- The list begins and ends with the names of known men. That Asahel died in a rather foolish attempt to be a hero, 2:18-23, shows that these “mighty Men,” had normal human weaknesses. That he was killed during David’s reign at Hebron suggests this list was made early in David’s reign, or possibly while he was still an outlaw. 

Elhanan.. Shammah.. Elika.. Helez.. Ira.. Abiezer THE ANETHOTHITE/from Anatoth, Mebunnia.. Zalmon.. Maharai.. HELEB/Heled.. Ithai son of Ribai from Gibeah of Benjamin– A reminder that men from different tribes were loyal to David. Benaiah.. Hiddai.. Abi-Albon.. Azmaveth.. 

Eliahba.. OF The sons of Jashen, Jonathan son of - It’s possible this refers to two sons of Jashen whose names are not given, and then names Jonathan as a different person. Shammah.. Ahiam.. Eliphelet.. Eliam son of Achitophel, HEZRAI/Hezro.. Paarai.. Igal.. BANI THE GADITE/The son of Hagri, Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai.. Ira.. Gareb.. Uriah the Hittite- Closing the list with this name is a reminder that while David inspired men to heroic acts by the faith in God that he showed in facing Goliath, he was not in himself a sinless, perfect hero. There were thirty seven in all.

24:1-25 David’s Sinful Census, Judgment & Atonement [1 Chr 21:1-26]

(This section began with Israel suffering for Saul’s sin, 21:1-14. It ends with Israel suffering for David’s sin. Saul used his position as king to offend God by breaking an ancient oath, in defiance of the Law, Deu 10:20, Ex 20:7. Here David used his position as king to offend God by failing to collect a ransom for each man in taking a census, Ex 30:12-16. Whatever our sphere of responsibility may be, we need to be careful that we do nothing that harms us or those who depend on us. Once more David was guided to act as priest on behalf of Israel so that God’s judgment was brought to a close. As with Aaron, Num 16:47-49, David patterned the role of the perfect Priest, Jesus our Lord. There is more emphasis on David as the one who averted God’s wrath than on his being the one who caused it. In a sense he is the hero as he freely confesses his guilt, arranges the sacrifice, gains the Lord’s forgiveness and purchases the site of the permanent temple. As the closing incident in 2 Samuel this leads into 1 Kings, and Solomon’s building of the temple.) 

24:1-3 Again- As in the famine, 21:1. the anger of the LORD WAS KINDLED/burned against Israel- Against Israel, not against David. This suggests that God’s judgment anger was the cause of David’s sin, rather than the result of it, although David’s sin was the occasion of God’s intervention in judgment. Some suggest that Israel’s thankless and foolish rejection of David, God’s chosen and anointed king, in favour of Absalom, 15:12; 17:11, 24-26; 18:7, was the reason for God’s anger against Israel. But in a sense David was Israel, as well as acting on behalf of Israel. Pride in achievement and glorying in success, while ignoring the Lord, was the sinful part of the census. In this David may well have been truly representing the increasingly godless attitude of Israel. Our Saviour is also Man as well as acting on our behalf, but He did so sinlessly. 

and he- LXX has Satan. MOVED/incited David against them saying Go NUMBER/count Israel and Judah- 1 Chr 21:1 says Satan, or a Satan- an adversary did this. The Hebrew word Satan is used of the adversaries God raised up against Solomon in 1 Ki 11:14; 23; 25. McDonald may be right in saying “Satan moved David to do it, David in his pride did it, and the Lord permitted it.” We might add that He used it as a teaching lesson and to indicate the site where the Temple would be erected. 2 Samuel 24:1 may be written to emphasise God’s sovereignty. Whereas 1 Chr 21:1 emphasises that the temptation itself came from Satan. **38 

the king said to Joab.. Go.. NUMBER THE PEOPLE/enrol the fighting men so that I may know- Nothing is said of any danger facing Israel that needed such a census. It sounds as if it was motivated by David’s pride in the size of his empire. And the wish to increase his feeling of security by being assured of the great numbers he could draw on if needed. This was transferring his joy and confidence from being in the Lord Himself, as in 22:2-4, 47-51; 1 Sa 17:26, 37, 45-47, into being in the blessings which God had given him – a dangerous step towards forgetting God. His thinking was moving towards the godless arrogance of Gentile kings such as Nebuchadnezzar, Dan 4:30. To take a census wasn’t sinful. A census had been authorised by God in Num 1:2-3; 26:2-4. But David ignored the need to acknowledge that they all belonged to the Lord by levying a fee for Him from each man counted. To avoid plague a half shekel was to be paid towards the expenses of the Tabernacle by each man counted, Ex 30:12-16. **39 

Joab replied.. May the LORD your God- This may be intended to raise the question about whether David is in this matter obeying his Lord. Or simply reflect that as an ageing man with little taste for bureaucracy Joab was likely to resent being asked to exert himself. David wants to know. Joab knows it will be hard work, and doesn’t want to know. 

ADD UNTO THE PEOPLE/multiply the troops a HUNDREDFOLD/hundred times over- Joab reminds him, with an exaggeration that ridicules the idea of counting, that God can vastly increase the number of men available for war, however many there may be. Of course God has already vastly multiplied the manpower available for such a purpose compared with those mustered in Saul’s time - 210,000 in 1 Sam 15:4. And may the eyes of my lord the king see it. But why.. DELIGHT IN/want to do such a thing?- Joab’s challenge adds to David’s guilt, as it gave him the chance to think out the reason for his action. That he ignored Joab’s protest suggests that he knew he had no justification. As they had often been at cross purposes the fact that it was Joab criticised him may have only made David more determined. 

24:4-9 The king’s word.. PREVAILED AGAINST/overruled Joab.. After crossing the Jordan.. through Gad TOWARDS/to Jazer to Gilead.. to Dan Jaan and ABOUT TO/around towards Sidon.. Tyre and all the CITIES/towns of the Hivites and Canaanites- The Northern area that the more sluggish Israelite tribes had been slow to conquer, Josh 18:2-3; Judg 1:30-33. Finally.. to Beer Sheba- The land of Israel was covered in a circular motion from the south of Transjordan to the north, and across to the western area, then through the heartland of Israel from north to south. 
Footnote **38 Scripture makes it clear that God doesn’t cause anyone to sin, Jas 1:13-15, but He does allow temptations that will test them and reveal to them the sin-proneness of their natural self. And that this has the potential to promote our spiritual growth if we trust and obey God. This is a great comfort and challenge, Gen 50:20; Acts 2:36; Rom 8:28. Satan and evil do not have a free hand. The Lord alone is sovereign, and every event and action in the universe is in some sense His action, Ps 97:9; Eph 1:20. He accepts ultimate responsibility for destructive actions as well as good ones, 1 Ki 22:19-23; Isa 45:1-8; Hab 1:6; Acts 2:23; 4:28; 2 Th 2:11. They are under God’s sovereign control, as we see with Job, Job 1:12; 2:6: 1 Cor 10:13. Cp Ex 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:4; Josh 11:20; Eze 3:20; 14:9, etc. 

Footnote **39 David’s failure to do that parallels 6:1-11, where his well-intentioned attempt to bring the ark to Jerusalem was marred by his failure to obey the Law and have it carried by priests. In the second attempt David avoided pride by dressing as a humble worshipper-priest, in a simple ephod, not in royal robes as being in charge of an important state occasion. 

WHEN/After they had gone through ALL the entire land, they came back to Jerusalem.. Joab GAVE THE SUM OF/reported the number of fighting men to the king: in Israel.. eight hundred thousand- Eleph- 1000, or a clan unit. VALIANT/able-bodied men THAT DREW THE/who could handle a sword- The numbers are given in round figures, which may have been what David asked for. Or as a reminder that David’s interest wasn’t now in the individual people, but simply in them as massed manpower? THE MEN OF/in Judah five hundred thousand- This suggests a total of about 1,300,000. 1 Chr 21:5-6 gives Israel 1,100,000, and 470,000 of Judah. It also says Joab didn’t count Benjamin or Levi in those figures. If NIV is right in saying the 1 Chronicles total for Israel includes Judah’s 470,000, the 2 Samuel figures may include a guess at the number of Benjamites and Levites. As always there is the possibility that Eleph- thousands refers to tribal units as in Micah 5:2, but information from archaeology would support these numbers for Israel as being reasonable as long as there was a substantial rural population. Those for Judah would be reasonable if we accept that a substantial Philistine area was now included in their tribal lands, 8:1. 

24:10-13 DAVID’S HEART SMOTE HIM/David was conscience-stricken.. and he said to the LORD, I have sinned greatly- Cp Ps 32:1-5. In 12:1-14 God used a messenger prophet. Here He spoke first to David directly in his own conscience. It is what God’s spirit says in the heart of hearers that makes effective what God’s spirit guides and enables preachers to say. Cp Acts 2:37. Israel had been transformed from victim to victor over their neighbours. They must either be actively thankful to God and to His servant David, or fall into the sin of pride and boasting of their numbers and superiority. As their thanklessness moved them to support Absalom against David, it’s likely that God was also being forgotten in their new security. That David’s action embodied their thinking is probable. Cp Deu 8:10-19. When David saw the folly of God-forgetting pride in what God had given, it would help Israel to the same realisation. 

O LORD, I beg you, take away the INIQUITY/guilt of your servant. I have done VERY FOOLISHLY/a very foolish thing- Sakal- Silly, foolish, morally unreasonable. As in 1 Sam 13:13. FOR WHEN/Before David got up the next morning , the word of the LORD had come to Gad the prophet, David’s seer- 1 Sa 9:9; 22:5. The Lord who enforces His Law, heard David’s confession and responded, Ex 30:12. Although David was a prophet, Mt 22:43; Mk 12:36; Acts 1:16; 2:30; 4:25; Heb 4:7, the Lord chose to speak to him through another prophet. That is a reminder to all who are His servants and minister His word to others today that we dare not refuse to accept rebukes and instruction from our fellow-servants. That in fact is often the only way the Lord may be able to reach our hearts, as He is not able to penetrate the personal pride and prejudice which has moved us to act foolishly and sinfully. Go and tell David.. the LORD says,: I OFFER THEE/am giving you three THINGS/options. Choose one of them..

So Gad went to David and TOLD HIM/said.. Shall there come upon you SEVEN/three years of famine in your land?- Niv follows LXX which has  three years here, as in 1 Chr 21:12. KJV follows the MT which has seven years, as with other famines in Gen 41:26, 54; 45:6, 11; 2 Ki 8:1-3. Of course both the numbers 3 and 7 have a symbolic sense, as describing something intense, or perfect, but such symbolic meanings do not rule out that the meaning can also be literal. Or WILT THOU FLEE three months of fleeing from your enemies- As David had fled Saul and Absalom. Or three days of PESTILENCE/plague in your land?

Now ADVISE/then, think it over and SEE WHAT/decide how I should answer TO HIM/the one who sent me- The judgements David must choose between were all included in the curses which Moses had warned Israel God would inflict on His people if they turned from living in fellowship with Him by failing in their responsibilities under His covenant with them, Deu 28:15-25. David as Israel’s king, had sinned (presumably in a way that reflected national Israel’s sinful attitude) and on behalf of Israel he had to choose the disciplinary punishment that would restore them to a more responsible attitude. Cp Isa 1:4-9; Heb 12:5-29. Each of these judgements would lessen the numbers that David and Israel had viewed with pride. And each would be a sharp reminder that their only security lay in being right with God. God could use the forces of Nature – climate-weather, or plague-disease, or could grant success to enemy soldiers. Cp Rev 6:4-8. 

24:14-17 David.. I am in A GREAT STRAIT/deep distress. Let us fall NOW into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is great, but do not let me fall into the hands of men- David knew God, and he knew men. He knew that men, once war came, became viciously and unreasonably violent. David had reliance on what God had revealed of His nature, in Gen 18:25; Ex 34:6, etc. Even God’s judgment actions are those of a faithful friend, Ps 141:5; Prov 27:6. God was wise and merciful, whether He disciplined by famine, or by plague. He left it to God to choose, and God chose the short sharp discipline of plague. So the LORD sent a PESTILENCE/plague on Israel.. seventy thousand.. died- The ending of God’s judgment drought in 21:1-14 required the death of seven people only. But that isn’t a reasonable comparison. We don’t know how many thousands may have died in the three year drought and famine, 21:1. 

When the angel- Angels are featured as serving God in bringing judgment, in Ex 33:2; 2 Ki 19:35; Ps 78:49; Mt 13:41; Acts 12:23. But the Angel of the Lord is generally spoken of as bringing blessing, news of blessing, etc for Israel, Gen 16:7-11; 22:11, 15-18; Ex 3:2; Judg 6:11-23; 13:3-21; 1 Ki 19:5-8; Ps 34:7. In Judg 2:1-5 He brings a warning to Israel, as He had to Balaam in Num 22:22-35. The Angel of the Lord acts in judgment against Israel’s enemy Assyria, 2 Ki 19:35; Isa 37:36, but He is also called to curse the Israelites of Meroz for not helping Barak, Judg 5:23, and those persecuting David, Ps 35:5-6. See also 2 Ki 1:3-17; Zech 1:11-12; 3:1-7.
stretched out his hand to destroy Jerusalem, the LORD REPENTED/was grieved- Nacham- To sigh, to pity, be sorry, avenge, repent. **40 God isn’t fickle. He doesn’t say one thing and do another, 1 Sa 15:29. God always acts in a measured, righteous and reasonable way. But His love, compassion, and mercy towards people is the over-ruling factor in even His most harsh judgmental actions. There is always within His announced decisions a readiness to adjust punishment and discipline which makes generous allowance for man’s response to it, 1 Ki 21:20-29; Jer 18:1-11; 26:1-8; Ezek 3:17-21; 33:7-16. 

And said to the angel THAT DESTROYED/who was afflicting the people, Enough! STAY NOW/Withdraw your hand- The ending of the plague at this stage is portrayed as a deliberate act of God’s mercy. God had cancelled further destruction, but David didn’t know that, and made a further confession and asked judgment to fall on him rather than his people. 

Footnote **40 Of course God in His foreknowledge knew the details of what everyone would do before He made the world. And they’re built into His plans and purposes. But Scripture speaks of the situation from man’s point of view. And, as in His irresistible sovereignty God has given man sovereign responsibility for what he chooses to do and to be, at the moment of choosing men have a real choice. They choose to trust, obey and be blessed, or resist, defy, and suffer the consequences, Isa 1:16-20; Deu 30:18-20; Josh 24:13-25; 1 Sa 12:20-25; Acts 17:30-31; Rom 10:21. God never withdraws His gifts, and callings, Rom 11:29. 
  David’s action is a seal on what God has done, not part of the process of doing it. OR God stopped the destruction at that point to allow His servant David to be involved in the process which ends it. God wasn’t bluffing David into doing something that no longer needed doing because the Judgment was already over!

The angel of the LORD was BY/then at the threshing PLACE/floor of Araunah the Jebusite.. David saw.. he said to the LORD, LO I HAVE/am the one who has sinned.. These are but sheep.. Let your hand BE AGAINST/fall upon me- As a true shepherd David accepts responsibility for his own sin in taking the census, and in whatever actions by Israel may have preceded that and aroused God’s anger. 24:1. Cp David’s attitude in 5:2; 7:7-8. Of course his personal sins and failures did lead Israel into sinning, just as his personal faith in God and obedience to His will led them into blessing. His attitude patterned that of THE good shepherd, Zech 13:7; Mk 14:27; Jn 10:11-18. God’s act of mercy in halting the destroying angel, seen by David, moves him to have compassion on his people. That they are not in fact innocent 24:1, isn’t the point. Each of us needs to accept our share of the blame, not blame society, as we’re part of it. Cp Dan 9. He was the shepherd, and therefore responsible for the flock’s actions. For additional information, see 1 Chr 21:1-22:1. 

24:18-21 On that day Gad CAME/went to David and said.. REAR/build an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite- At this phase of Israel’s life God’s command to destroy the Canaanites seems to have ceased, and the remnant of the Canaanites was being absorbed into Israel. They were accepted as Ger- STRANGERS/aliens, with citizen rights, and freedom to become part of Israel, and the people of Israel’s God, Ex 23:12; Num 15:25-26; Deu 1:16; 14:28-29; 16:11; 26:11. The location of the altar seems to be where Abraham offered Isaac, Gen 22:13; 2 Chr 3:1. So David went up, ACCORDING TO THE SAYING OF/as the LORD commanded through Gad- The atoning sacrifice seems to have been ordered in answer to David’s prayer. 

When Araunah.. saw the king.. bowed down.. said, WHEREFORE/Why has my lord the king come to his servant? To buy your threshing floor.. so I can build an altar UNTO/to the LORD, that the plague on the people may be STAYED/stopped- David speaks as if the plague was still raging and won’t stop without his action in obeying the Lord - the angel was still there poised, and might be sent back to work? In any case in his decree, 24:16, God knew David would obey His orders, so was counting on David’s obedience.

24:22-25 Araunah said.. Let my lord the king take whatever pleases him and offer it up.. oxen.. threshing INSTRUMENTS/sledges.. yokes for the wood. ALL THESE DID ARAUNAH AS A KING GIVE/Araunah gives all this to the king- Araunah’s words were part of normal bargaining. Cp the statement made to Abraham in Gen 23:10-15. Araunah didn’t offer to hand over the threshing floor itself. Perhaps he wanted to retain ownership by making the site animals, etc available for instant sacrifice to deal with the immediate problem. Araunah said.. May the LORD your God accept you- If God didn’t accept the sacrifice and the plague didn’t cease, Araunah and his family may have been at risk.

But the king SAID/replied.. I WILL SURELY/No, I insist on BUY/paying for it. NEITHER WILL I will not OFFER/sacrifice to the LORD.. that cost me nothing- David resisted the temptation to high-handed action in taking property as the king, 1 Sa 8:14. He acted honourably as God’s agent, representing the behaviour of God towards mankind, 23:3. He chose to rule righteously in the fear of the Lord, 23:3. Besides that he realised the sound spiritual principle, that what we give to God, must be at our own expense, not at the expense of others. **41 Religion that costs nothing is worth nothing to our fellow men, or in the sight of God, Jas 2:14-17. And by paying the full price, David left Araunah no claim on the site. 
David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver **42 for them- So the site where the Temple was later built was David’s personal property as King of Israel, and in due course dedicated to God for His work of dwelling among His people in blessing, Ex 25:8; 29:45-46; 1 Ki 8:10-62. 

David built an altar to the LORD there and sacrificed burnt offerings- These were designed to restore fellowship between the offerer and God, Lev 1:1-17. It seems to mean that David acted as priest, rather than had Aaronic priests make the offering. This fits with David’s representing the priesthood of Christ. PEACE/fellowship offerings- These sacrifices were eaten before the Lord to express enjoyment of restored fellowship. Reconciliation and restored fellowship were obtained by the king’s repentance, intercessory prayer, and offering of sacrifice. 

Then the LORD WAS ENTREATED FOR/answered prayer in behalf of the land, and the plague on Israel was STAYED/stopped- When God commanded the Angel to halt the plague, 24:16, that provided a pause which allowed for this atonement and restoration of fellowship to be made. In some sense Israel’s sin, repentance, and restoration to God was centred in David, and his actions. So, because of David’s actions, God could cease His judgment anger against Israel and restore the nation to His fellowship. David’s involvement can be seen as foreshadowing the truly costly sacrifice of the “son of David” on Calvary by which Redemption and reconciliation is provided for the “Israel” who receive Him as their Saviour, 2 Cor 5:15-21; 1 Pet 2:24. **43 

Footnote 41** I have heard people say “I must put God first by giving to His work, even if I can’t pay my bills.” But if the money they “give to God” is robbing their creditors of payment, I believe these words condemn them. 

Footnote **42 The price paid was that prescribed for the redemption of a large field dedicated to the Lord for one Jubilee cycle, Lev 27:16. Apparently David was following the guidelines for dedicating land to the Lord as in Lev 27:20-21,and so it became permanently set aside for priestly use. 1 Chr 21:25 mentions the payment of 600 shekels of gold. This may have been the price paid for Araunah’s whole property that produced the crops threshed on his threshing floor. That would provide ample room for the temple and its requirements. 

Footnote **43 The first man God-anointed as king, Saul, in tortured bitterness persisted in his wilful rebellion/partial obedience, and left a legacy of judgment, 21:1-14. David, by prompt repentance, intercession, and trustfully obedient sacrifice provided the setting in which God could after only three days satisfactorily close his judgment action. This is God’s action, in sovereign mercy, but by obeying God’s command David played a part in it. The incident is closed, as is this book’s record of God’s dealings with Israel. It closes with His blessing and ongoing purposes remaining. And the site for the temple where He will place His name had been provided. We are ready to take up the next book, which records the building of that Temple, and David’s son takes over the responsibility. 
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