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INTRODUCTION

I've waded through many pages of "Introductions" - 1/3 of one commentary! But the arguments about how many letters Paul wrote, etc cancel each other out. Their learning and logic serve only to confuse the mind, discredit God's Word, and make it difficult to hear God speak as we study. The letter as we read it is in the form God in His Wisdom chose to give us. He expects us to be able to make sense of it along with the First epistle. And, guided by the Holy Spirit, to gain in our understanding of Doctrine, and the realities of daily living.

All agree it's a neglected book, difficult to interpret as it's highly personal and emotional, rather than doctrinal, and it's uncertain how events and comments in it relate to other information on Paul's life and witness. But it gives valuable insights into Paul's experience of Christ and His service, that sets a standard for us all.

The church at Corinth seems to have been large and growing, with considerable pride in its Gifts, Leaders, and Wisdom - Typical Greek attitudes. In his FIRST 
 letter Paul had given emphatic rulings on some subjects. They must expel a man who had taken his step-mother as his wife. They must not pit one leader against another, be sexually immoral, take each other to Law, have cliques associated with the Lord's Table. He had also tried to develop their understanding about what was appropriate with regard to: Marriage, Eating meat offered to idols, Participation in worship by men and women, Use of tongues and prophecy, the importance and nature of the Resurrection, etc. 

They had been upset and angry about his letter, and a visit, 13:1,  while they were still in that state had been mutually painful. He'd then cancelled a planned visit. Titus had spent time with them, and as tempers cooled they had begun putting matters to rights, and their attitude towards Paul had improved, 7:6-13. But Paul will allow them some more time to sort things out so he can visit without embarrassing them/ having confrontations 12:19-13:2. In God's order the local church needs to solve its own problems, 1:24.

The Corinthian church was an enthusiastic, divided and turbulent congregation, with little order or settled leadership. So both epistles are rather disjointed as Paul at different stages of the letter addresses different groups, but openly in the hearing of all. (THEY would know which. A general understanding is sufficient for us to learn the lessons and apply them.) The majority/ the church as a whole seems to have responded satisfactorily to the 1st Epistle, and made progress spiritually and in practical ways. (The many, not ALL had disciplined the sinner, 2:6, but pockets of resistance may have hardened.) 

The 1st Epistle is best understood as a piece by piece response to a series of questions. This, written about a year later, may be best understood as a piece by piece response to a series of sneers/ challenges/ reasons for ignoring Paul and his Gospel, made by different groups opposing him. He's like a shepherd who dashes here and there to deal with sections of the flock to keep them from breaking away, as he keeps the flock as a whole moving forward. As the nature of each group varies, in his responding Paul shows the mood swings/ changes of tone one would expect of a man with a deep love for the truth of the Gospel, and fatherly concern for the eternal welfare of his readers. 

Some Jewish-Christian teachers had arrived, 11:22-23, apparently such as the Pharisee party at Jerusalem, Ac 15:1, 5. They seem to have taught "Covenant Theology," that Christ had merely renewed and improved the Old Covenant, and that Christians must keep the Law. They seem to have had letters of Commendation from the "Real Apostles," 11:5; 12:11, (Peter, etc) and as in Ac 15:24 claimed that this authorised them to discredit the Gospel as preached by Paul. They may have been blocking the collection for Jerusalem, as "Unclean” money unless all givers conformed to OT Law, and accused Paul of using it as an excuse to fill his own pockets, 12:16-18. 

To support this attitude towards the Gospel, they did all they could to discredit Paul's position and behaviour, saying he wasn't authorised by the Jerusalem Apostles. And his preaching without charging for his services showed his message was an inferior form of the Gospel, and that was why Paul was slow to give orders. Preachers like themselves who demanded obedience and material support must automatically be Superior men with a superior product, 11:20-21. (He seems to be defending himself against criticisms, in 1:15-17; 3:1-6; 10:1-11; 11:4-13, 18-23; 12:11-19.)

The Corinthian infatuation with boastful Teachers who set themselves up as superior to Paul and discrediting his Gospel means Paul must "get into this Personal Publicity thing" in order to have the Gospel taken seriously. It forces him to reveal his own motivation and experience which seems to him like boasting. He hates bringing out into the open his experiences of God, his heart's concern for them and his deepest personal convictions with regard to God's call to him to be an Apostle, and the way God's servants should carry out their work. But he does so because his critics are beating down the Gospel by discrediting his visible behaviour, with no awareness of the spiritual reality beneath it. His embarrassment at "boasting" in this way shows in the use of ironic questions and remarks.

Out of this we get glimpses of his personal convictions that lie behind what we know of the message he preached, and the methods he used. This teaches us much about what is appropriate for God's Servants, and Service, in ATTITUDES as well as ACTIONS. He deals also with our responsibility to have fellowship with the poor in places of particular need. Altogether the epistle conveys a great deal of the reality of day to day service for the Lord, as distinct from doctrinal theorising about what it OUGHT to be like. 

CHAPTER  1.

1:1 PAUL, AN #APOSTLE- Apostolos- One sent and authorised to act on behalf of the sender. The 12 APOSTLES were chosen by the Lord as His AUTHORISED witnesses/ representatives. Paul was chosen later to be that to the Gentiles, including Corinth. I will send- Apostello you to the Gentiles, Ac 22:21; His work as an Apostle is referred to in 1:23; 2:17; 4:5; 5:20; 10:8, 13; 13:10. An Apostle in this sense had to have: (1) seen the risen Lord, 1 Cor 15:3-10, (2) been entrusted by Him with the Gospel, 1 Cor 9:17; Eph 3:1-13, and (3) his ministry show the working of the Spirit, 3:3; 12:12; Rom 15:17-19; 1 Cor 9;1-2; 15:7-11; Gal 1:1-2:10. Paul's work as an Apostle involved such hardship that no one would have chosen it. Christ who had commissioned him sustained him, and had given him the authority in relation to the Gospel, and Gentile churches that he is exercising in writing this epistle, 10:8; 13:10.

JESUS- Greek for Joshua- Jehovah is Salvation/ the Saviour, Mt 1:21. The personal name of the Son of God become human for us, Jn 1:14. The name JESUS sums up all He is as the Son of man, Perfect man, Representative man. The character and actions of His servants should reflect His character and actions, Mt 20:25-28; Jn 13:12-17, and He is with them always, Mt 28:20.

CHRIST- #Christos- Anointed. Used in LXX of the High Priest, Lev 4:3, etc; Kings, 1 Sam 16, etc. Prophets, 1 Ki 19:16. But Ho Christos= THE Anointed is used in LXX, and NT of the Messiah/ Christ alone. The Lord Jesus as THE Christ, is the Anointed Servant of God to fulfil all OT promises, types, shadows, hints. Everything they speak of He perfectly IS.

BY THE WILL OF GOD- Before Paul begins his message to them he makes clear that what he is and says is based on God's call. He isn't acting on his own responsibility, Ac 9:15; 22:21; Gal 1:15-16. Cp Jer 1:5. His authority rested in the God-given TRUTH of what he said, and its proof was the transformed lives of hearers, 3:3; 1 Cor 2:4. They, as unspiritual Christians, 1 Cor 3:1-4, were more impressed by those who claimed authority and used it, as competent leaders in the world did.

TIMOTHY OUR BROTHER- Not an Apostle, or co-author, but equally a child of God, Jn 1:12-13, co-worker known to the readers, 1:19.

UNTO/to THE CHURCH- Ekklesia- A called out company. Ek- out of. Klesi- a calling. Used of the rioting mob CALLED OUT against the Christians, Ac 19:41, and of Israel in the wilderness as CALLED OUT of Egypt, Ac 7:38. Elsewhere in the NT Ekklesia is used only of THE CHURCH Christ promised to build, of which individual churches are a local expression. It's formed of us born-again Christians, CALLED OUT from the heathen world, or the Jewish synagogue, to the Lord Jesus to be His own people, His functioning body on earth under His headship. (The congregation of a Jewish Synagogue, is never called an Ekklesia.)

OF GOD IN CORINTH- As in 1 Cor 1:2. Not just a group of people at Corinth who shared some religious beliefs and practices. They had been called out from the world to the Lord when Paul came to Corinth and preached the Gospel. In spite of all worries about them, he rejoiced in the reality that God HAD called them out and made them saints. 

WITH ALL THE SAINTS- #Hagios- Holy, separate, set apart ones. They lived at Corinth, but God in grace had called them out, and set them apart for Himself. 
 Christians are set apart FROM self, sin, and the world's ways, TO God, by His actions, and their response, as in 1 Th 1:9-10 "Turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to live looking forward to the coming of his Son from Heaven," Cp 2 Th 1:10. Being a Saint is a gift of His Grace to all saved sinners, and the standard He calls us to live up to, so we can have fellowship with Him in His Holiness, 6:14-7:1; Rom 6:1-23; 1 Cor 1:9; 1 Pet 1:15.

WHICH ARE IN ALL/throughout ACHAIA- The message would become known to an ever expanding circle of people, being relevant to all "Churches" and "Saints" down to us today. We're not in precisely the same position as the Christians at Corinth, and may not understand some details, but that doesn't excuse us from seeking to hear what the Lord is saying in it, and obeying, 3:18; Rom 12:1-2.

1:2 GRACE- #Charis. The GRACE of God receives us freely in loving kindness, and provides all we need in that same spirit. (Charis can also mean a response of thankful appreciation that our hearts make to Him.) GRACE GIVES freely, and what it gives is claimed and used by Faith. LAW DEMANDS, and exacts full penalty for failure to meet those demands. Grace is shown in God sending his Son for our Salvation, 8:9; Jn 3:16; Rom 5:8, and in His continuing acts of love and mercy, Rom 8:32. All we have as Christians comes from God's Grace to us, 1 Cor 15:10. Greeks simply said Charein- Greetings. Grace used as a greeting transforms it into a reminder of the gift of God's love to us. In Christ the everyday things of life are taken up and transformed like that. Wishing Grace and peace to them is both a reminder of this, a thanksgiving for it, and a prayer that they may grow in their appreciation of its reality, and experience of its blessings. 

PEACE- #Eirene- As Grace is granted, received and lived in, Peace is enjoyed. Peace with God. Peace within ourselves. PEACE lived out in relationships with others. The calmness resulting from experiencing the grace of God and knowing Him as the God of grace helps us face uncertainties, confident we're in God's hand, Phil 4:4-9. LXX uses Eirene for Shalom- Peace/salvation- the life enjoyed by God's people as a result of the right relationship they have with Him and each other. As a greeting it reminds us of the good life God has provided and the need to avoid quarrels. Grace is the basis for this life. Peace the experience of it. These are realities to be claimed and experienced by every believer in the ordinary affairs and relationships of our lives, Rom 5:1-2. While Grace and peace are blessings everywhere, they were especially needed in the quarrelsome Corinthian church.

FROM GOD OUR FATHER AND FROM THE LORD- #Kurios- One who has Power and Authority. The LXX and NT used Kurios to translate Jehovah/ Yaweh, Lk 3:4; 4:18, etc. In the Gospels it was also used of human "Lords," but after Thomas used it in saying My LORD and my God, Jn 20:28, it isn't used in the NT of any human. Our relationship with Him isn't so much as disciples to a Master as Redeemed Creatures to our Creator-Redeemer-Lord. JESUS CHRIST- God our Father is the source, and our Lord is the Agent of this Grace and Peace. Everywhere in the Epistles the Lord Jesus is associated with the Father as being God. "Father" and "Lord" tend to become lifeless titles in our use of them. We need to seek the NT wonder and delight in the reality they express.

1:3-12 The Place of DISTRESS in God's purposes

(To us it seems that as God's children and servants we should be free of distress. Under pressure we may doubt God's love for us. Human nature, like Job's wife, says we might as well quit, Job 2:9. But trouble and distress are natural to fallen man, Job 5:7, and the frustration involved creates a sense of need which may turn us to God, who is then able to give us the Sonship He created us for, Rom 8:17-23. That the world hated Christ means that those loyal to Him will be persecuted, Jn 15:18, but God stands with us as Comforter-Strengthener. This equips us to stand with Him in passing that comfort-strength on to others, 1:3-5. He ensures there is a righteous way of escape, 1 Cor 10:13, and uses our troubles as a furnace to burn the dross out of us, Job 23:10; 1 Pet 1:7.) 

1:3 BLESSED/Praise BE to- Paul in his letters moves from greetings to honouring God for being what He is, and doing what He does, and so encourages the readers to join him in joyful praising, Eph 1:3-14; 1 Pet 1:3-9. Here it's linked with Paul's experience in Asia, and the good news Titus brought. This isn't an amiable preamble of pious thoughts. They had complained he hadn't kept his promise to come, and Paul now begins to explain his actions.

the GOD, EVEN THE/and FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST- Full titles remind us of the fulness of the Being of our God and the fulness of His provision for us. KJV is possible- The God whose blessing is upon us is the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ who manifested Him to us, 11:31; Rom 15:6; Eph 1:3. More naturally it reads God AND Father, as in Eph 1:17. God is being praised in relation to what we know of Him in Christ. This emphasises the Lord's humanity and His deity - His GOD in His role as man, His Father, eternally, as God the Son. 
 

Blessed is GOD, revealed and worshipped in OT who is now known to us in Jesus, the Son sent to reveal God to us fully, Jn 1:14; Heb 1:1. Jesus is Lord, Rom 10:9; Phil 2:11. Paul leads the gathered community in praising God, before the public reading of the Epistle, as he would have if he was speaking to them. Do WE dash into using God's Word, without acknowledging Him, or what His Word is? 

THE FATHER OF MERCIES/compassion- Oiktirmos- Pity, compassion for the needs of others. Oikos- House suggests Household mercies. LXX uses Oiktirmos for Racham- Mercy, Compassion, Womb. The Fatherly provision of an all-wise, all-powerful God of Love for the protection, discipline, food, clothing, well-being, work, fulfilment, and happiness of every member of His household, Mt 6:31-33. It's His constant attitude not just a succession of acts. He is the merciful Father from whom all mercies come, Rom 12:1; Jas 1:17. God delivers the afflicted, not because they deserve it, (Many sufferings are self-inflicted) but out of His infinite mercy. Nothing separates us from God's Love and loving care, Rom 8:35-39.

THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT- #Paraklesis- Para- Alongside, Klesis- A Calling, A calling to one's side to meet one's need. In supplying comfort God expresses His own nature. As His children and household servants, we have only to ASK and He is right there with guidance, comfort, strength, exhortation, encouragement - ALL possible provision out to infinity! Paraklesis has a wide range of meanings - it's the coming alongside to meet whatever need prompted us to call for help. In this setting it's associated with deliverance from the afflictions Paul goes on to describe. The OT promised that Messiah would comfort His people, Isa 40:1; 51:3. Paul says that he and all Christians experience something of this.

1:4 WHO comforts- Parakaleo- Para- Alongside, Kaleo- to Call. To Call to one's side to give comfort, help, etc. Present tense- continually, and unfailingly, and so to be relied on, 12:10. God the Holy Spirit, as Parakletos, Jn 14:16, is in us with all the wisdom, power, holiness, and love we need. Beyond the needs we feel, He meets the great need of enlightening our consciences by revealing Christ to us, and our constant need of cleansing from non-conformity to God's will and image. In all he suffered Paul was conscious of God's presence, to comfort, and strengthen, so his troubles made it possible for God to become more real to him. From his experience he shows the general principle that the Christian life is marked by both suffering and comfort in fellowshipping with Christ, Jn 15:18-27. See 1:8-10; 4:7-12; 7:6; 11:23-29; 12:7; Ac 9:15-16; Eph 3:13; Col 1:24; 1 Th 2:2. Paul was delivered IN, not OUT OF sufferings, Jn 17:15; Ac 14:19-20. 

US IN ALL OUR TRIBULATION/troubles- Thlipsis- Pressure, affliction, distress, persecution, trouble. Anything that burdens the spirit. Pressures and conflicts arise in us, and we are under pressure from outside forces. As Christians the "World, Flesh and Devil" combine to pressure us to conform to the "Normal pattern" of life in this world. God the Holy Spirit through the Bible, Christian fellowship, and Conscience, applies pressure to transform us, Rom 12:2. We need to place ourselves in the Lord's hands in everything, so that the pressures combine to mould us into His likeness, Rom 8:28-29. He comforts-strengthens us in ALL troubles even if it's our own fault, in which case chastening is part of it, Heb 12:2-11. 

so THAT WE MAY- Eis- Into, with a view to. BE ABLE TO/can COMFORT- Parakaleo. those IN ANY TROUBLE- Able to Bring God into their situation, and in due course step back as they learn to depend on God, not on us. His comfort is a wonderful provision for our every need, but it isn't simply for our selfish benefit. Experiencing the problems of life, and the Lord's Comfort, equips us to share His work for others who may not yet know Him. Or His children who in their weakness feel unable to ask or trust Him. 

BY/with THE COMFORT- #1:3. WE OURSELVES have received of GOD- God allows us to experience troubles so that we can be relay stations of God-given comfort. We cannot deliver others out of their distresses, but we can share with them the comfort we found in the Lord in our own distress, and better still point the sufferers to the Source, the God of Comfort. He may comfort us directly, 2 Tim 4:16-17, but generally uses His Word, and His people.  The Lord's own sufferings equipped Him to be the High Priest to whom we all can turn in our need, Heb 2:17-18. And He takes us up into fellowship with Himself and gives us opportunities to be Christ-like/ comfort-giving in fellowship with Himself.

1:5-6 FOR just AS THE SUFFERINGS- Not just pressure, but the suffering of body, mind, heart and spirit that results, our worries/ feelings. OF CHRIST In fellowship with Him, and in the path of His will. ABOUND IN US/flow over into our lives- Persecution for living in fellowship with Christ, Mt 5:11; Jn 15:17-19; Ac 9:16, etc, and shared concern for converts as shepherds, 11:28-29, etc. The ongoing effect of Christ's sufferings, is in some ways shared by His people, Mt 20:23; Col 1:24. Not that we share at all in the redemptive, atoning suffering of Christ, Rom 5:18-19 - our fellowship in THAT is limited to His being made sin for us, and us being made righteous in Him, 5:21. But Paul had suffered to bring the Gospel to them, and continued to suffer anxiety in his efforts to help them be established and grow spiritually. Our union with Christ is such that He shares in the suffering of His people, Ac 9:4-5, and for those who follow Christ there is a sharing of His Sufferings, as there is a sharing of His resurrection life, Lk 9:23; Jn 15:20; Phil 3:10; 1 Pet 4:13, followed by sharing in His Glory, Rom 8:17-18 2 Tim 2:12. Those who sufferer in fellowship with Christ are guaranteed comfort through Christ. Apart from Him, suffering may lead to despair. Paul's experience in 4:10-11; 12:7-10, fits his prayer in Phil 3:10. Cp Gal 2:20; Phil 4:13.

SO ALSO OUR CONSOLATION/comfort- #1:3. overflows IN CHRIST- Being in fellowship with Christ means sharing His Joy, Jn 15:7-16; 17:13-15; the satisfactions which He experienced in doing the Father's will, etc, Heb 12:2. The measure of the exposure to trouble and suffering is the measure of the exposure to strengthening, comforting fellowship with God, IF we so use it. We don't suffer as helpless sheep, we seek and prove the worth of our Shepherd and His care.

AND/So if- Whenever. WE are AFFLICTED/distressed- Thlibo- Pressed in by circumstances. IT IS FOR- Huper- with a view to, for the sake of. YOUR CONSOLATION/comfort- #1:3. Not in any mystical or magical way. But in the grace of God what he experiences and becomes in fellowship with Christ crucified and risen, and the guidance, comfort, and strengthening that he enjoys from God as a result, equips him to teach and be an example to them. And it does that with all God's servants. Among his afflictions was the deep anxiety he felt for their welfare, earnest praying for them, and seeking to teach them. The believer is bound to His Lord, and so is bound to/ affects every other Believer in an organic whole, 1 Cor 12:26. Only those who have experienced harsh persecution or deep loss, have the endowment to speak authoritatively to those undergoing them. All Christians suffer in this hostile world, 2 Tim 3:12. Suffering, and God's comforting, are at the heart of the debate between Paul and the Corinthian Believers, see Chapters 10-13. The False Apostles claimed the right to live in comfort as superior Christians, using the Gospel as a means to live "Wise and Successful" lives in terms of this world. Paul insists that suffering & comfort, death & resurrection, marked the life of Christ Himself, His authorised Apostles, and His obedient saints in general, Ac 14:22. 

AND SALVATION- Soteria- Deliverance, safety, health, salvation. Used of deliverance from earthly situations, Ac 27:34. OR for Spiritual and Eternal Salvation granted to those who repent and claim Christ as Saviour, Rom 1:16, Eph 1:13, etc. Not PERSONAL Salvation, with Paul as a Saviour figure, but Paul suffered to bring them the Gospel, and continued to suffer to maintain their saving health/ wholeness of doctrine, practice, and spiritual growth, Phil 1:19, 28. The Lord Himself was equipped to be our Saviour in all we experience, by His own sufferings as man, Heb 2:10. The sufferings of Paul and his helpers (because they show Christ enables/ supports His own) are a strengthening help and encouragement to the Corinthians.

WHICH IS EFFECTUAL/produces IN you- Energeo- To work in, be active, work effectively. Used of God's working in us which we work out, Phil 2:12-13. THE ENDURING/patient endurance- Patience, Hupomone- Hupo- under, Meno- To abide. To stick with it - Hang in there, in modern language, in contrast to cowardice or despair. It's used PASSIVELY of enduring opposition and persecution, 6:4; 2 Tim 3:10, etc. ACTIVELY of persevering in doing what's good and right, Rom 2:7; fruit-bearing, Lk 8:15; and in running with our eyes on the Lord, Heb 12:1-2. Such endurance grows under trials, not triumphs, Jas 1:3-4, and is the road to Glory, Rom 5:3-5; 8:25; 15:4; 1 Th 1:3. This isn't natural courage, but patient obedient Faith, that proves the Lord's grace provides strength in our weakness. 

OF THE SUFFERINGS- #1:5. ([RT] repeats the first part of verse 6.) Paul, consciously an Apostle TO them, is also consciously a Brother and fellow-sufferer WITH them. The Gospel Paul preached he lived. Their reception of it and of Christ Crucified, brought them into a position relative to God and the World that they had seen in him. They had opted for this. Suffering/Comfort, Death/Resurrection isn't a matter of Luck, but by God's eternal intention, the process of Salvation. This comfort isn't natural comfortable feelings. It's a gift of God received by those who look to Him in trusting faith.

1:7 AND OUR HOPE- #Elpis- A confident and happy expectation of something good. OF/for YOU IS STEADFAST/firm- Bebaios- A common commercial term for a guaranteed situation. That what we are and do is founded on God's Word guarantees both the suffering and the comfort. Paul is confident that the believers at Corinth have begun to experience this, and will continue to do so. God can be relied on 1:21, to sustain him and them in all distresses, and so bring His work to completion, 1 Cor 15:58; Phil 1:6. Some may have been misled into slandering Paul, but God had begun a work in them, and Paul was confident of the outcome, 7:13-16.

KNOWING/because we know- #Eido- To see, know, recognise. Paul's experience and theirs, in line with God's Word, makes it clearly so. THAT AS you ARE PARTAKERS/share in our SUFFERINGS- #1:5. They and Paul had experienced suffering as God's people in fellowship with Christ BECAUSE of fellowship with Christ. you share in THE CONSOLATION/our comfort- #1:3. Sufferings never come alone to the Christian. With them always comes the comforting-strengthening of the Lord's presence. You WILL share is possible, and true, also. 

1:8 WE do NOT want you BRETHREN/brothers IGNORANT/uninformed- Paul sees no need to hide sufferings and disappointments as if they indicated failure and defeat. As an encouragement to converts he uses them to show the Lord's sufficiency copes with and makes use of weak servants.  He gives a specific example of what he has stated in general terms, that God comforts us in suffering. Although it seems to have occurred after the writing of 1st Corinthians they apparently knew the nature of his suffering, as he doesn't explain what it was, but they hadn't realised how serious it had been. ABOUT THE TROUBLE/hardships- #1:4. we suffered IN the province of ASIA- Ephesus was its capital. There had been a riot, Ac 19:23-41, many adversaries, 1 Cor 16:9, who fought with him like wild beasts, 1 Cor 15:32. THAT WE WERE under great pressure- A crippling intensity of distress that blanks out hope, and the possibility of positive action.

ABOVE/far beyond- Used in 4:7, 17; 12:7; 1 Cor 12:31. It's important to realise he isn't speaking of God's comfort lightly from a sheltered life. The heaped-up words that follow express the pressure he had been under. What he is writing applies to all and any distress, even that which seems totally beyond our capacity to bear. The riot, Ac 19? Deadly sickness? The emotional spiritual sense of despairing concern with regard to the situation at Corinth? We're not told, so are left free to apply the verses to any situation which has a similar effect on us. STRENGTH/our ability to endure- They said his bodily presence was weak, 10:10. Paul cheerfully confesses his weakness, 4:8-9; 6:4-5; 11:23-30; 12:5-10; Rom 8:36; 1 Cor 4:9-13. 

so THAT WE DESPAIRED EVEN OF LIFE- They had no reasonable expectation of coming out of the situation alive, unless God intervened on their behalf. In response he trusted in the Lord in his helplessness, 4:8; 12:10. 

1:9 BUT/Indeed WE HAD/felt THE SENTENCE OF DEATH- In some Mss, singular, as we can die only once, or death personified. In others plural - the many ways of dying. Not a court sentence, but a personal conviction that the end result would be death. As it's in the Perfect tense the sentence remained in force, though not yet carried out. So Paul's confidence lies beyond death in the resurrection. He accepted the risks and stopped rebelling against the idea of premature death. Paul may have had recurring illness, but we know that Jews violently opposed to him wouldn't give up until he was dead, Ac 14:19; 17:5; 18:12; 20:3; 23:12-15.

IN OUR HEARTS/ourselves THAT- Hina- Purpose or Result. WE SHOULD NOT TRUST/rely- Peitho- To convince by argument, believe, have confidence. IN OURSELVES- To face death robs us of all self-confidence. Paul in this epistle dismisses all human confidence and strength so as to direct us to the TRUE and eternal confidence that depends on God alone. If anyone had grounds for confidence in the flesh Paul had - birth, upbringing, energy, zeal, intelligence etc, 11:22-27; 1 Cor 15:10; Phil 3:4-7. But  that wouldn’t save him from being killed – and even a lion, when dead, is less than a living stray dog, Ecc 9:4. The False Apostles probably taught (as many do) that as God's children they could by "Faith" by-pass suffering and live trouble-free successful lives. But the Gospel says suffering is inevitable, Ac 14:22. Only by compromising the Gospel could this be avoided, Eph 6:19-20; 1 Cor 15:30-31. Paul took up his circumstances and explained WHY in God's purposes and will things happened as they did, the lessons to be learned from them, etc.

BUT IN/on GOD who raises THE DEAD- Jews knew God COULD raise the dead, Deu 32:39, but Paul's life is based on the fact that our Lord Jesus WAS raised from the dead in triumph, 1 Cor 15:4. This gives value to the Gospel, and confidence to the Believer in all circumstances. Life, Death & the future beyond death is totally in God's hands, 4:10, 16; 5:1-8; 12:7-10; Rom 4:17. Realising they're in a hopeless position enables His people to concentrate their trust in God alone - Abraham 100 yrs old placing Isaac on the altar, Heb 11:17-19. Moses and the Israelites at the Red Sea. Gideon and his 300 men Judg 7. David facing Goliath. Elijah at Mt Carmel. Daniel and his friends, etc. It's RIGHT for us to plan our lives, and to organise and initiate work for God, but there's a danger of trusting the wisdom of the plans, the adequacy of the means, and the competence of the people. Modern man is so blinded by technology and his own sense of power that he has little reliance on prayer, or God. We may NEED the despair of seeing the Sentence of Death written across the relationship, the work, or whatever, to enable us to put ourselves and the situation totally into God's hands. After all we CAN do nothing Spiritually, and those we wish to see respond to the Gospel ARE DEAD. The God of resurrection alone raises spiritually dead people & breathes life into dead situations.

1:10 WHO/He has DELIVERED US FROM- Rhuomai- To rescue. As a sovereign act, but not detached from His will that this should involve the prayer and praise of His people. (IF referring to the Riot- it was stopped suddenly at the danger point.) SO GREAT/such A DEATH/deadly peril- Text uncertain- such great danger? such deadly dangers? AND He will DELIVER us- Present tense in some Mss, to fit the pattern of past, present, future. God has rescued Paul from death, and He will rescue His own. His experience can educate them out of their self confidence into God-confidence. Paul rejoices in deliverance that permits him to continue meeting the needs of others, although being absent from the body and present with the Lord, was an attractive alternative:8; Phil 1:20-24. 

IN WHOM WE TRUST/on Him we have set our hope THAT HE WILL continue to DELIVER US- Looking back on past answers to prayer and deliverances helps us to trust God in the present and future. Paul having said He will save, as a matter of principle demonstrated by experience, adds more strongly YES, He will CONTINUE TO SAVE!

1:11 As you help us also BY PRAYER/your prayers- Triumphant trust in God, arising from experience of His help, doesn't make a Believer independent of or indifferent to the fellowship of other believers, Phil 1:19; 1 Th 3:1-3. Knowing that Omnipotence listens to the weakest saint, and works in fellowship with them, encourages us all to be workers together with God, 1 Cor 3:9, in prayer that He will accomplish His purposes in the lives of others. There were problems between them and Paul, but it's a sin against the Lord if we let that stop us praying for each other, 1 Sam 12:23. So Paul assumes they had been praying for him, and would continue to do so. They didn't know the depth or details of what he faced, 1:8, but their prayers were still effective. Paul prays for others, Eph 1:16, etc. 
.

THE GIFT/gracious favour- Charisma- Things God gives in sovereign Grace-Charis, including Eternal Life, Rom 6:23. We must never forget that we neither earn nor accomplish anything that God gives in answer to the prayers of His people. Our action in no way compels His. All He does is a gift of Grace, including the privilege granted to us of being part of the process of blessing, by praying. granted to US BY THE MEANS/in answer to the prayers OF MANY PERSONS- Prosopon- Faces. Pros- towards, Ops- Eyes. People with their eyes towards Paul aware of his need, and their eyes towards God praying He will meet that need. 

Then many will give THANKS- Eucharisteo- Thanks and Praise Eu-CHARIS-teo, express our appreciation of God's kindness- CHARIS shown to us and those we pray for. Failing to appreciate God's goodness is dangerous, Deu 28:47. Rejoicing and thanksgiving strengthen us in the Lord, Neh 8:10; Isa 61:10; Phil 4:4-9. BY MANY ON OUR BEHALF- The more people who share in prayer, the more who are in a position to give thanks & praise to God, and be built up in Him. George Muller gave encouraging prayer/praise as his reason for setting up a "Faith Work," operating in dependence on God alone. Prayer and Praise promote fellowship between God and man, and between man and man. Paul as God's servant is inevitably under pressure. Believers knowing this pray for him. God answers their prayer by delivering Paul. Many people thank God that this has happened. That their intercession is credited with a role in his deliverance is an encouragement to further prayer.

1:12-2:13 God's Servant in relation to PEOPLE

(Paul Explains his Actions in relation to the Corinthian Christians)

1:12 FOR/Now OUR REJOICING/boast- Kauchesis- To Boast, take pleasure or pride in. Paul is confident he has carried out God's work for them in sincerity and constructive goodwill. He's happy for questions to be asked and answers given. Boasting in the Lord, discourages boasting in self, wisdom, riches, etc, 10:17; Jer 9:23-24//1 Cor 1:31. We're to be confident in what God has done and enables us to do.  THE TESTIMONY OF OUR CONSCIENCE- Suneidesis- Sun- With, Oida- To Know. Our conscience is what we know ourselves with. Our ability to evaluate our attitudes and actions, and give verdicts for and against ourselves. We're answerable to God for our response to our conscience, 4:2; Rom 2:14-16. As Paul's eyes were on the Lord, accusations of dishonesty were pointless. His conscience fully supported him against such accusations. 

THAT IN SIMPLICITY- Haplotes [RT]- Sincerity, single-mindedness. From Haplous- single, as against Diplous- double. /the holiness- Hagiotes [Nes]- Holiness. Mss evidence is evenly divided. Hagiotes is found only in Heb 12:10. Haplotes is in 8:2; 9:11, 13; 11:3. Either word makes clear that Paul had no intention of deceiving/ no hidden agenda in what he said or wrote to them. The 18 months he had spent with them was long enough to have made this clear, Ac 18:11. His life was set apart for God, in single-minded commitment, 2:17; 4:2. AND GODLY SINCERITY that are from God- His actions were in tune with God's actions as he relied on God, His will, and help, AND looked forward to His Coming - An example to us all, 1 Cor 5:8.

NOT WITH/according to FLESHLY- Sarkikos- Having the nature of Sarx- the flesh. Controlled by the desires of fallen human nature. WISDOM- What seems wise and makes sense to human nature unsurrendered to God, 1 Cor 1:21; 2:6; 3:19. Paul refused to follow it, so that their Faith would depend on GOD, 1 Cor 2:5. BUT BY/according to THE GRACE- #1:2. OF GOD WE HAVE conducted ourselves- God's Gospel and Grace is the opposite of fleshly wisdom. We're saved by Grace – God’s undeserved loving kindness - and as saints we continue in it, Eph 2:8. Paul is ever conscious of the Grace God had shown in calling him to His work. He was relying on God's Grace, and seeing it work out in and through him, 1 Cor 15:8-10; 1 Tim 1:16. He lives with his eye on Glory ahead, 5:9-11; 1 Cor 9:20-27. His confidence and concern is for THAT day, when the reality of all that was intended, said, and done, and its effect on people, will be revealed. 

IN THE WORLD- An Apostle's work was a public one, 4:2; Rom 15:19. especially in our relations to you- Towards people in general, and specifically towards you in the church at Corinth. Those, who like Paul, as bondslaves of Christ put themselves into His hands to do what He wants them to do, can confidently trust Him for the outcomes. They look beyond men's verdicts, and rely on His, 1 Cor 4:1-5. 

1:13 FOR WE do not WRITE anything that you cannot read- #Anaginosko- To read, often publicly. Lit. to know again, which one does in reading. Ana- again, Ginosko- to know by experiencing fellowship. To really READ goes beyond the scanning of words into having fellowship with the writer in what he has written. Or IF Ana is intended to be intensive, Anaginosko means to understand fully.) Paul in writing aimed to make his meaning clear so they would understand what was written as fully as possible. That he addresses different groups in an open-to-all letter makes it less easy to understand, but is part of that transparency. 

AND ACKNOWLEDGE/understand- Epiginosko- A full knowledge resulting from a deliberate effort to get to know the person or subject. AND I TRUST/hope- #1:10. YE SHALL ACKNOWLEDGE- Epiginosko. EVEN TO THE END- Telos- The point aimed at as a limit, the purposed result. Paul wanted them to continue giving themselves to understanding and having fellowship with what he has written, to the limit of what it said. Full fellowship knowledge will be ours when the Lord comes, but we must aim at it and keep seeking it. Telos is used of the end of the age in 1 Cor 1:8, but here means fully and completely.

1:14 AS you HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED/understood- Epignosis- Full knowledge of the personal relationship kind. US IN PART- Part of the Church knew, or the church partly realised that Paul wrote because of his parental appreciation of them and loving commitment to their eternal well-being. In all he did he was aiming at a fuller fellowship with them in God's purposes of blessing. He's asking for full attention and consideration so that they can fully understand his motives, and reasons for acting as he had, so that they can gain the maximum of blessing from his ministry. Their existence confirmed the reality of his authority in the Gospel, but despising him would discredit the Gospel in their eyes, and so lessen the blessing. 

THAT WE ARE YOUR REJOICING/you can boast of us- Kauchema- A Boast, or taking pleasure in etc. See Kauchesis #1:12. Some seem to be disowning Paul, 7:2; 12:16-19, but as they owed their faith to him this must be checked so the Gospel could be effective. Paul is concerned for their mutual rejoicing, 7:3-4. Cp Phil 4;1; 1 Th 2:19. now and in Glory. EVEN AS YE ALSO ARE OURS/just as we will boast of you.
IN THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS- Those loyal to Paul understood that they would be proud of him, and he of them, when they stood before the Lord, and the reality of everything done would be seen and shared, 5:10; 1 Cor 1:8; Phil 1:10. He views the present situation in terms of the ultimate verdict on it. In His presence everything done in fellowship with God's Glorious purpose will be a Joy shared with Him, Mt 25:23; Phil 2:16; 1 Th 2:19. Any selfish or divisive words or actions will be burned as wood, hay, etc. 1 Cor 3:10-15. 

1:15-16 IN THIS CONFIDENCE/Because I was confident of this- Confident in the Lord, His will, and in them and their mutual fellowship in the Lord. The motives and attitudes which lie behind our words and actions give value to all any servant of God does. He has told them what had motivated him, so they could understand the changes in his plans. It's important that things be SEEN to be done rightly, but more important that they BE DONE from the right motives, and in the right way. 

THAT you MIGHT BENEFIT- Charis- #1:2. His original visit had brought the Gospel and Salvation in Christ, to them. Further visits should bring them more blessing, so he had planned two visits with that in mind. It didn't work out that way. I planned to visit you on my way to MACEDONIA- After writing 1 Cor 16:7 he seems to have changed his mind and made a mutually distressing visit. AND TO COME AGAIN/back to you from MACEDONIA, and then to have YOU TO send me ON MY WAY to JUDEA.

1:17-18 WHEN I planned this DID I do it lightly- Carelessly indifferent to the truth, or their welfare - as some apparently had accused him of being. OR make my plans ACCORDING TO THE FLESH/in a worldly manner- Sarx- Our fallen human nature, prone to selfishness and sin. Plan as a man out for selfish advantage. Cp 112; 5:16. So that I say Yes, yes, AND No, no- Paul hadn't been casually playing with the idea of coming by saying "YES I will," or "NO I won't," as his moods changed, or to please whoever he was talking to at the time. His first coming to them with the Gospel, the nature of the Gospel, and his presentation of it at considerable cost and danger to himself, showed he didn't plan visits for light or selfish reasons. All his actions had been in fellowship with God, and them, in the Gospel, and in harmony with its promises. God's will is to rule our planning and doing, Jas 4:13-17.

BUT AS surely as GOD IS TRUE/faithful- God is trustworthy, LXX Deu 7:9; 1 Cor 1:9; 10:13; 1 Th 5:24; 2 Th 3:3. Those who serve Him must act according to His character. Paul is calling on God as his witness to what he has said and done, and reminding them that God's faithfulness is the background for it all. See 1:23; 11:31.

OUR WORD/message TOWARD YOU WAS/is NOT "Yes" and "No"- Presumably his critics said that if he was unreliable in his planning statements, his preaching statements were also not to be relied on. But there had been no uncertainty or double meanings in what he'd preached. 

1:19 FOR THE SON OF GOD, JESUS CHRIST- Paul makes a solemn and full statement of the person of Christ, the heart of the Gospel message. WHO WAS PREACHED- Kerusso- To publicly proclaim the Gospel as a herald- Kerux. A herald's work is to state his Master's will loudly and clearly - Good news or bad - accept it or rebel, the facts aren't arguable. It's then up to the hearers to do something about it. We Christians are called to be heralds with a factual message- Kerugma to proclaim in plain words, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor 2;4. We're also to Evangelise- spread the Good news and seek to persuade men to accept it, 5:20. We may need at times to speak against doctrinal error, etc, but our main work must always be to proclaim Christ from the Word. Criticism of preachers undermines respect for God's Word and the Gospel preached. So, Paul was careful that his behaviour didn't justify criticism, and thought it worthwhile to clear up misunderstandings. The reputation of God, and the credibility of His Gospel is at stake. Only a faithful servant can honestly and effectively preach a faithful God.

AMONG YOU BY US.. WAS NOT "Yes" AND "No"- They didn't say yes and mean no. BUT IN HIM WAS "Yes"- The message was reliable, because it came from and was concerned with the unchangeable Lord Himself. His purposes were from eternity, and the Lord Jesus Himself is the firm assurance of all that His Gospel says. The final, enduring YES has been pronounced, Heb 1:1-3. The Bible truth about Christ is always positive. Bringing Christ into any situation is a positive thing. 

1:20 FOR ALL THE/No matter how many PROMISES- Epangelia- A law term- a summons, or a solemn, formally proclaimed promise, a legally binding one. Used regularly of the promises of God. God in his Word solemnly guarantees what He will do, be, and give, in Christ. Promises such as that Man will be in God's likeness, Gen 1:26. All nations blessed, Gen 12:3; Hab 2:14. Forgiveness for sin, Jer 31:34, salvation available for all, Joel 2:32. God is faithful and keeps His promises. Some are being fulfilled now in the Church, others are to be fulfilled in the nation of Israel, Rom 11:11-32. The OT aroused interest and hope, but the pattern of fulfilment remained unclear until Christ began to fulfil it. The NEW Covenant arises from and was foretold in the OLD. The visible forms and consequences of the Old taught spiritual truths. The Old was fulfilled in Christ, Mt 5:17; Heb 9:1-10:20, who replaced it with the New - with its invisible, eternal spiritual nature. 

are "Yes" IN CHRIST- All God's promises are said - affirmed and fulfilled in Him, Lk 1:69-75; 24:44; 1 Cor 1:30. He is their YES - He has already fulfilled some promises, and He is the guarantee that all will be, 1 Cor 15:24-25. Jesus Himself is the promised seed of the woman, Gen 3:15, of Abraham, Rom 11:26; Gal 3:15, of David, Rom 1:3. The counterpart of Adam, Rom 5:14-19; 1 Cor 15:22, 45. And all that will yet be fulfilled in Christ when He returns in Glory, 4:14; 5:1-10, etc. In Him we're commissioned, Mt 28:18-20, and our every need supplied according to His riches in Glory, Phil 4:19 as we put Him first, Mt 6:33. 

AND IN HIM/so through Him, the AMEN is spoken by us- Amen- May it be so. In Hebrew Amen means true, firm, established. It's used of the faithfulness of God who is THE AMEN. Our saying AMEN is our laying hold of the promises, the fact that God is true and speaks the truth, Jn 3:33. The promises are spoken to us and valid for us, IN Christ, and our response is enabled and valid THROUGH Christ. As we read our Bibles we find promises, and God says YES that is for you in Christ, through His work. And we say Amen Lord, I want that, I trust you to give me that, and we set out to act in obedient faith on the promise.

to THE GLORY OF GOD- Doxa- Visible glory, from Dokeo- to seem. The Honour and reputation that comes from what a person is seen to be and do. Used of the Nature of God and His actions which display it, Jn 1:14; 2:11; 11:4, 40, etc. The GLORY of God is seen in Creation, in the life of Christ, and should be displayed in the life of the individual Believer here and now, and eternally in the Church. Our AMEN spoken individually or congregationally in response to truths from God's Word is empty without the MIND's grasping the idea, our HEART accepting it as its desired goal, and our WILL committing us to live in the light of it. Although this is between us and God, people have the right to see our lives transformed by what we've said Amen to. Our AMEN glorifies God by its confession of our need, our claiming the promises God has made, and living by them to His Glory.

BY US- What Paul had done was part of his saying Amen to the promises of God - His response to God's revelation of Himself and His will made in the Gospel. And in General that God offers Himself and His will to us in the Gospel, and is faithful to all His promises. It's for us to say Amen= Yes Please Lord, I want what you offer, on your terms, in your way, in your time. Saying AMEN in our hearts, with our lips and lives brings Glory to God, and makes our proclamation of the Gospel credible, Mt 5:16. 

1:21 NOW HE WHICH makes stand firm- Bebaioo- Guarantees- a legal and commercial term, 1:7; 1 Cor 1:6, 8. US and YOU- Paul stands with them, 1:14. IN- Eis- into CHRIST- This is in the present tense, a continuing action on God's part. While our saying AMEN, responding positively in faith to God's promises gives us an input, the whole is GOD'S WORKING, His purpose and action. GOD had established and commissioned Paul. God has also established the Corinthian Christians, and Believers in general. The Holy Spirit unites us with Christ and all other believers in the Body of Christ, 1 Cor 12:13. He enables us to understand the Bible as we read it, and to respond in faith to live in the good of it, 1 Cor 2:10-16. God verifies and fulfils the promises in speaker and hearer alike, Jn 16:13; Rom 8:16. Paul lifts their minds above all criticising and arguing. His integrity isn't a matter of personal achievement or pride in competition with other preachers or with them. God who is faithful to His OT promises also guarantees His Word and work in the current scene in regard to Paul and themselves. Paul's present dealings with them are a part of this, as was his previous preaching. 

ANOINTED US- Aorist tense= A once-and-for-all action by God, with ongoing permanent effects. Not repeated interventions. Anointing commissions people as God's servants, Kings, and Priests, etc, Ex 28:41; 1 Sam 15:1; 1 Ki 19:16. The Lord was anointed as God's servant, Lk 4:18. Paul was "anointed"- commissioned to his work as an Apostle, Ac 26:16-18. God anoints, authorises, equips and enables us His servants to take up the promises, live them out, and proclaim them in the power of the Spirit, Mt 28:18-20; Ac 1:8. In that sense we're Prophets, to speak God's truth. Priests to offer spiritual sacrifices, Rom 12:1; Heb 13:15-16. Kings to reign in life, Rom 5:17; 2 Tim 2:12; Rev 1:6; 5:10. Christ Himself is involved in the life and work of His servants as He is in them, Col 1:27 Note the Lord's words in Jn 17:6-22, setting Himself apart for this service to them, and setting them apart to serve God as He had served the Father. Cp Lk 4:18-19; Jn 15:9-12; Eph 1:13; 4:30. His anointing confirms Truth, 1 Jn 2:27. 

1:22 WHO SEALED/set His seal of ownership on US- The seal impression made by someone's signet ring made his ownership of the item clear. An unbroken seal proved the document or goods had not been tampered with. Sealing gave security, Jer 32:10-14, so we're marked out as being God's property, secured ready to pass examination at the Judgment Day, Ezek 9:4-6; 2 Tim 2:9, by the Spirit Eph 1:13; 4:30. We also have the Lord's image stamped on us committing us to His likeness - to put on Christ, the new man, Eph 4:24; Col 3:10. See also Rom 5:5; 8:2-6, 14-23; Gal 5:22-23. 

AND GIVEN US- Aorist tense- A once-and-for-all action at a point in time, that has permanent effects. THE EARNEST/as a deposit guaranteeing what is to come- Arrabon- A deposit made by a purchaser, and forfeited if purchase not completed, Eph 1:13-14. In modern Greek Arrabona= Engagement ring. God the Holy Spirit coming into our hearts is the down payment-guarantee that God will fulfil all His promises to us/ complete His work in us, Phil 1:6. His presence guarantees we'll receive the full inheritance. 

He gives us a foretaste of the glorious reality of sonship-fellowship with God as our Father that will be ours eternally. ALL - the guarantee, anointing, sealing, deposit - are IN CHRIST, and sum up all He is to us as the positive fulfilment, "YES," to all the promises. It's the firstfruits of the Spirit we enjoy now, Rom 8:23, part of what we'll enjoy eternally, 5:1-6; 1 Pet 1:3-8. How foolish and disgraceful it is for a Christian to ignore this, and live in this world as if we belonged here, instead of building on and developing a taste for, the sample of fellowship with God already received. See Bride-to-be in 11:2. Anoint- separates/ commissions/ authorises us for service. Sealed- recognises and assures us. EARNEST/deposit- gives a foretaste - All three are aspects of the action of the Holy Spirit at and in our conversion. We belong to God, and the reassurance and sense of this is with us by the witness of His Spirit, Rom 8:14-17. Cp 3:3, 6, 17-18. His work and our work blend seamlessly under the New Covenant, 3:18; Phil 2:12-13. He has committed Himself to us. It is for us to make our response central in our lives - all else will be left behind.

Put His SPIRIT IN OUR HEARTS- Note the natural way Paul writes of the involvement of God, Christ, and Spirit in our lives. It's not a matter to argue about or define, simply to accept and be thankful for as something beyond our understanding, further details being in no way our business. It's on God's work alone that Paul and they (and we) depend. It's God who ESTABLISHES Believers firmly in their faith and lives, etc. 

1:23 I CALL GOD FOR A RECORD/as my witness- Paul uses the language of the Law courts as a witness to the truth of what he is saying. UPON MY SOUL- Psuche- Our inner self. Appealing to God who knows his inmost thoughts. Paul is being very emphatic, as in 11:31; Rom 9:1-3; Gal 1:20; Phil 1:8; 1 Th 2:10. Cp Ruth 1:17; 2 Sam 3:35. He is defending the Gospel he preaches, the letters he writes, and his behaviour. What he's said of the Gospel, God's purposes, and the work of the Spirit in the lives of God's servants and children is the background against which his actions are to be understood. Paul's energetic, passionate nature and direct dependence on God, 5:9, move him to express this strongly. It's not for us to use oaths generally, but it's right for us, after due consideration and prayer, to support what we have said, or our actions, by quietly saying "I realise that I will answer for this at the Judgment seat, and having thought of that am content that this is so.” 

THAT it was in order TO SPARE YOU that I did not return to CORINTH- Present tense, so could be, "I was sparing you when I didn't come." He had no desire to come with a rod of discipline, 1 Cor 4:21. To delay to give them time to repent is not weakness, it reflects God's own attitude, 2 Pet 3:9. Love is reluctant to discover faults it must punish if it finds them. He changed his plans out of concern for them, and for their standing in the Lord as anointed, sealed, etc.

1:24 NOT THAT WE HAVE DOMINION/lord it OVER- Kurieuo- To be Lord over, or try to dictate to. In fellowship with the Lord, he was giving them directions, but his motive wasn't a desire to act as a dictator, or puppet-controller. He spoke, and appealed to them in the name of Christ, knowing that God didn't use them as puppets or slaves, and he must not try to do so either. Those who have received Christ in the Gospel have the responsibility to be and act as mature men. There is ONE Lord over our faith, Mt 23:8-12; Lk 22:25-27; Eph 4:5. To him each must answer, 5:10; Rom 14:4-10. He is Lord over those who exercise any lordship, 1 Tim 6:15. He alone is High Priest of our confession, Heb 3:1, “Bishop” of our souls, 1 Pet 2:25; and Chief Shepherd of all those who shepherd the flock, 1 Pet 5:4. Paul preaches the Gospel that sets us free in Christ, the truth His Lord gave him to preach, and they must answer to the Lord Himself as to their response to it. We find that easier to do when no human is standing over us. 

YOUR FAITH- Pistis- Related to Peitho- to persuade. A strong belief, or as here, what we believe and are persuaded is true. The Gospel Faith, Jude 3, given us once-for-all in Christ, Heb 1:1-3, as recorded for us through the Apostles and Prophets, Eph 2:20. Our Faith in THE Faith enables us to know God who is invisible, accept His truth; give ourselves to Him, and live in fellowship with Him, to His Glory, and the blessing of ourselves and others. Paul has given them the Gospel, and is confident that God has established, anointed, sealed, caused them to begin to experience the reality of life in Christ, so STANDS BACK to let them deal with God in what they believe and do.

BUT ARE HELPERS OF/work with- Sunergos- A fellow worker. God was working with them through Paul and His other servants, 1 Cor 3:5-9. And working IN them by His Holy Spirit. YOUR JOY- Chara- settled joy and rejoicing. I announce to you great joy, Lk 2:10. Paul was part of this TEAM working for their eternal joy. Far from treating them as slaves, he was their bond-servant in this. He had spared them a mutually distressing visit as he had no desire to make them tremble. He wants them to stand on their own feet. For Faith linked with joy see Phil 1:25, and Rom 15:13; Gal 5:22; Col 1:11; 1 Th 1:6. This rebukes the ease with which we leave the joy of our first love, and lapse into a listless participation in worship.

it is BY FAITH you STAND- Histemi- to set in place, to stand, stand firm. Paul wasn't a spiritual dictator who thought he must be with them to direct every detail of their lives in order to guarantee God's will is done. THAT is God's role, through His Holy Spirit. Paul was merely part of the process by which God brought blessing to them. They stand firm in the strength of God, who is All-sufficient, Wise, and Powerful Love. They must deal with Him about what Paul has said, and not be "Paul-followers." Their faith in and reception of Christ in the Gospel began a life to be lived in that same faith, in direct responsibility to God and His Word. Paul doesn't say they are doctrinally sound, but that Christians stand by faith in God and His Word. They aren't under Paul's control, but stand alongside Paul in a shared responsibility to the Lord Himself. Paul as their Apostle is also their brother in Christ, who is trying to get them to accept responsibility to God for their response to the Gospel, Gal 6:1-8; 2 Th 3:14. We start by Faith, so stand in/ our standing is in faith, Rom 5:1-2; 11:20; 1 Cor 15:1; Eph 2:8; Phil 3:9; 2 Tim 3:15. If there is doubt of this they must examine themselves to see whether they are in the faith, or not, 13:5. No-one can in fact believe in God under compulsion or despotic enforcement. The goal of God's servants, must always be to get people to put God first. 

CHAPTER  2

2:1-2 So I made up my mind- Krino- To separate, choose, judge. So, I made a considered decision. THAT I WOULD NOT COME AGAIN TO YOU IN HEAVINESS/make another painful visit- The natural meaning of the words is that after sending the FIRST Epistle he had made a visit that had been painful to all concerned. This visit, and many of the sufferings listed in 11:23-27 aren't mentioned in Acts. He was determined not to Lord it over their faith, 1:24, and confident that the Lord was working in them so decided to delay his next visit. This would give them time to get right with God in response to the teaching he had given them in the Lord's name, with the help of the low-key visit of Titus. 

FOR IF I MAKE YOU SORRY/grieve- Lupeo- Inward grief, not a display of wailing, etc. By visiting them and finding them in a state which he must rebuke, 12:20-21. WHO IS left to make ME GLAD- In spite of problems the Believers at Corinth were a source of joy to him as he saw what God had done through his taking the Gospel to them. Cp Phil 1:3-5. BUT you whom I have grieved- He has no pleasure in their sorrowing, but their repentance and obeying God would be their joy and his, 7:9. It made no sense to visit under circumstances that would be painful, rather than helpful and happy, as the point of their relationship was shared joy and blessing in the Lord. 

2:3 I WROTE as I did- Letters were a way of dealing with problems without personal confrontation, 13:10. Perhaps a letter not preserved, but 1 Cor could well be the letter. 
 so WHEN I CAME I SHOULD not be distressed by those who OUGHT TO make me REJOICE- As children should bring joy to parents. As a spiritual father, 1 Cor 4:15, his joy in them was a sharing of the Lord's joy in their conversion Lk 15:7, and growth in fellowship with the Lord. HAVING/I had CONFIDENCE- #1:9. There were trouble-makers among them, but he was confident that the church as a whole would respond positively in the long run.

MY JOY IS THE JOY OF YOU ALL/that you would share my joy- 1:24. He's so closely involved with them, as parents are with their children, that sadness or joy is mutual. Instead of saying my sorrow is your sorrow he chose to write positively, The purpose of his severe letter was to bring repentance, and reformation as it did - a clearing of themselves from indifference and association with evil, etc, 7:11. This brought them joy, which he could share with them - joy in the Lord. 

2:4 FOR OUT OF great distress- #1-4. Part of the distress of 1:8; 11:29. AND ANGUISH OF HEART I WROTE TO YOU WITH MANY TEARS- Writing the letter hadn't been an easy way out for Paul, nor was it written in an angry or harsh spirit. Everything in it had been a matter of his deep concern for the desperate risks they were running, the disgrace to the Lord of the sin in the church, and their lack of concern about it. Out of his heart's love for them that was willing to distress itself on their account, he wrote bluntly and prayerfully, urging them to take responsibility for putting matters right in the sight of God. That, not a sense of superiority, or of self-importance, marks a true servant of Christ and the Gospel. God's servants must reach out to sinners in fellowship with God and His Love, as sin can be overcome only by love. We can act in such love only in fellowship with the Holy Spirit who supplies it in our hearts, Rom 5:5. Cp Paul's tears in Phil 3:18, and THAT in his most joyful letter! 

NOT to grieve you- #2:2. In writing he had no spiteful desire to hurt those who had hurt him, rather he desired to gain them, Mt 18:15. His aim wasn't so much to make them sorrowful, but for them to be made holy - repent, confess, be cleansed in the blood of Christ, 1 Jn 1:9, as a foundation for joy in the Lord that would be eternal. BUT to let you KNOW THE LOVE- Agape- Unselfish love that seeks the highest good for others, 12;14-15; Rom 5:8; 15:2-3. WHICH I HAVE FOR YOU- Love that was desperate to awaken them to the danger of what they were doing was the reason for his verbal chastising, 7:9; Heb 12:5-10. Love prompted by NEED rather than by pleasure given, not his sorrow or joy, ruled his relationship with them. Paul's love for them is strongly asserted (because questioned) in 12:14-15. His concern that their lives become truly God-fellowshipping/ God-honouring, at whatever cost to himself and to them, showed the reality of his love. 

2:5-6 BUT IF ANYone.. CAUSED GRIEF- #2:2. Paul gives no details - to leave us freer to apply this to any sinning believers. That it refers to the man of 1 Cor 5:1, makes sense, as similar Greek terms are used, and Satan is referred to in both. 

NOT GRIEVED ME- Hurt my feelings. so much as he has grieved all of you- Any sin of any body member hurts the congregation as a whole, 1 Cor 12:26, brings disgrace, and hinders loving fellowship in Christ. So Paul had written demanding they expel the man whose life was a public scandal. If it had been a personal insult to Paul he would have acted on his advice in 1 Cor 6:7. to some extent, THAT I MAY NOT put it too severely- He doesn't want to make too big an issue of it. 

SUFFICIENT TO SUCH A MAN- Severe enough to make it clear to all that such behaviour was a disgrace to the Lord, and the Christians viewed it as their Lord did, 7:11. Sufficient also to bring the offender to repentance. IS THIS PUNISHMENT- Epitimia- Originally the enjoyment of citizen rights and privileges, then a penalty imposed for infringing citizen rights. This fits expulsion from Fellowship, which confirms that they had acted as set out in 1 Cor 5:2-5, and it had achieved Paul's intention which was God's will in the matter. 

OF MANY/by the majority- Hopefully, ALL the congregation, as guided by the Holy Spirit, will be unanimous in such actions. Such a blessedness is rare, but rather than rush things in our natural impatience we should pray and work patiently together towards achieving, as far as possible, united action. The natural instinct of some will be to side with any offender, and of others to demand too severe a punishment. When unanimity is sought in vain, and action needs to be taken, a considered, non-extreme line of action is the next best thing. And, as here, sufficient unity of action can make the offender realise he had sinned, repent, and cease from sinning. The wording suggests a specific gathering of the congregation and the passing of a verdict which was then applied, as in 1 Cor 5. 

2:7 SO THAT now instead- In the OT God is seen to change HIS action in response to a change by those under Judgment - Eg Nineveh and Jonah. So the repentance and ceasing to sin of this man requires them to switch from discipline to restoration. He has reversed his position, so they must reverse theirs, praising God that by His grace their action has  been successful. The local church needs to obey the Lord by being willing both to bind penalties onto offenders, in His presence, and to loose them in His presence when they have achieved their purpose, Mt 18:15-20. Luther said that while the rod of discipline is needed for our children, beside it should be an apple to give them when they had done well. Scandalised gossipping, self-righteous pride, or tolerant indifference will never halt sin and bring sinners to repentance, and restoration. We must cultivate the common conscience of the Christian community, but all that's said about sin, or to the sinner, needs to reflect the Cross. To refuse to work for and accept repentance and restoration is also a serious sin. God's church must deal with public scandals to show that God is Holy, but the triumph of the Cross is seen when the sinner publicly repents, is received, and lives an obedient life transformed to the glory of God.

YOU OUGHT RATHER TO FORGIVE HIM- Charizomai- To forgive freely and unconditionally as an act of Charis- Grace. Discipline aims at repentance and restoration, so discipline can cease to inflict penalties when that's achieved. Readiness for restoration must be met with whole-hearted love and restoration, publicly, and in hearts, Gal 6:1. AND COMFORT HIM- #1:4. Welcome him back into full fellowship and put the past behind now he has broken with it/been cleansed from it, Lk 17:3. So.. not BE SWALLOWED UP/overwhelmed by excessive SORROW- #2:2. Drowned in his own tears! Paul doesn't order them to obey the Lord's command, Mt 18:15-35, but gives a practical reason for forgiving him.

2:8-9 WHEREFORE I BESEECH/urge YOU- #1:4- Paul calls them to his side to stand with him as a Brother, not orders as an Apostle, as he had done in 1 Cor 5:3-5. He's not lording it over them, 1:24; 1 Pet 5:3. LOVE for others can't be so commanded. THAT YOU WOULD reaffirm- a legal term, used in Gal 3:15. It implies a public formal declaration of the sinner's repentance and restoration to fellowship. It confirms the seriousness of the sin, the rightness of the penalty, and the triumph of Christ crucified in the lives of the church as a whole, and in the restored Believer. YOUR LOVE- #2:4. Reassure him that you love him and accept him as a member of the fellowship.

the reason I wrote was to see if you would stand the test- Dokime- The process of proving, and the hoped for result - being approved. and BE OBEDIENT IN everything- Not obedience to Paul as Lord of their faith, but obedience to the faith in which they stand, 1:24. In the Lord's authority and in fellowship with Him, Paul had given rulings in 1 Cor 5:4-5, challenging them to obey God in a specific case. While it was important that public scandal be lessened by the punishment of the offender, it was more important that by dealing with this rightly they establish a habit of obedience when they faced a defiance of God's will. Such a habit of obedience is essential if an assembly is to be built up in God's ways, 12:19. That the Gentiles be brought to obedience to the faith, not just be "saved," was Paul's goal in evangelising, Rom 1:5; 16:26. The outcome for the whole assembly was the great issue for Paul. He constantly bases ethical demands on the facts and principles of the Gospel, not on his personal authority. But in testing their loyalty to the Lord and the Gospel by demanding appropriate action he stood with the Lord.

2:10-11 If you FORGIVE ANYTHING I FORGIVE ALSO- Paul is happy to follow their lead. He doesn't want to take from them their responsibility to forgive the offender even though, because of their indifference, he did so re the disciplining in 1 Cor 5. The Church of God is responsible for both disciplining and forgiving, and must be seen to be so. What I have forgiven- if there was anything to forgive- Whatever needs forgiving. FOR YOUR SAKES- For your good. The offence was against God's church which was answerable to Him. Paul's forgiving followed theirs, so strengthening their sense of responsibility, 1:24.

IN THE PERSON/sight OF CHRIST- Who has forgiven us so that forgiving others comes naturally. Paul stands before Christ and in fellowship with Him joins them in forgiving, as in disciplining, 1 Cor 5:3-5. His constant endeavour was to live his life in HIS presence, 2:17; 4:2; 5:8-10; 12:19, and to encourage others to do so.

In order that SATAN might not outwit US- Pleonekteo- To take advantage of, defraud. Cheat the Lord and us of the help of a member of the body, Eph 4:15-16. The offender was the point where Satan brought infection into the body. Infection spreads if discipline isn't enforced. But Satan is equally pleased when self-righteous pride disdains and excludes repentant sinners. The enemy is eager to wreck God's work by tolerance of sin, or by harsh attitudes towards sinners. All unholiness, and all unlove gives Satan a foothold, a point to use in leverage. Satan uses hardened consciences that ignore sin, and over-sensitive ones that are reluctant to seek and accept forgiveness, or welcome it in others. BOTH are symptoms of self-preoccupation that refuses to see things as God says they are. Both are blind to spiritual realities - the reality of God's holiness, and the reality of His Grace provided for us in Christ crucified. 

FOR WE ARE NOT IGNORANT/unaware- #1:8. OF HIS DEVICES/schemes- Noema- Thought-out plans. These include testing situations, Mt 13:22; Lk 22:31, pious disguises to conceal error, 11:14; Eph 6:11, snares to entangle our feet, 2 Tim 2:26, and brutal powers to terrify us, 1 Pet 5:8. See also 4:4; 11:3. Satan is constantly deceiving, discouraging, dividing the Lord's people and defiling them with lovelessness, 1 Cor 13:1-3; Heb 12:14-15, etc. To be blind to this is risky, but to be pre-occupied with Satan, demons, the occult etc instead of fixing our eyes on Jesus, Heb 12:1-3; Ps 25:15, also serves him. 

   Paul explains his actions and reasons for the benefit of the Corinthians, and in God's will for ours also. The restoration of a sinner to God-obedient fellowship, restores loving unity to the Church, to God's joy, our strength and Satan's frustration. Scandals in God's church give Satan a leverage point to destroy God's reputation and work in the world around, discipline based on a realisation of God's holiness and revealed will is needed. Forgiving, restoring love is essential, or sinners are driven to despair, and saints to judgmental self-righteous pride, deforming the image of Christ into which they have begun to grow, into judgmental Pharisaism. Others are deformed into enthusiasts for high-handed license in the name of Christian liberty. And dissension between these groups defiles the church and drives LOVE from the fellowship and its functioning. 

2:12-13 Now WHEN I CAME TO TROAS- A port of Asia from which ships sailed to Macedonia, Ac 16:11. TO PREACH CHRIST'S GOSPEL AND the Lord had opened a door for me- Perfect tense, so a door having been opened, stood open. Cp Ac 14:27; 1 Cor 16:9; Col 4:3; Rev 3:8. A house that welcomed him to use as a base, as Lydia did in Ac 16:15, and people interested in discussing the Gospel with him. 

I still HAD NO REST IN MY SPIRIT/peace of mind- Instead of helping him Evangelise they had, by causing him concern, stopped Paul from settling to the work the Lord had given him. A sobering thought. It was as if the already converted 99 sheep couldn't be trusted to stay in the fold while he sought more sheep. It's pointless to add to a group that’s disintegrating. The situation at Corinth was a threat to the whole progress of the church of God, and its functioning to His Glory. The care of converts already won must not be neglected for the more exciting endeavour to win further converts. The health of the local church is a key to winning others. 

BECAUSE I FOUND NOT TITUS MY BROTHER there- It seems that when Paul didn't visit Corinth, Titus did on his behalf to help them obey the Lord, 7:5-7. He had spoken well of them to Titus, 7:14, and expected they would do God's will. But his failure to meet Paul might mean Titus had still been unable to get things settled. So I said Goodbye- Paul leaving a fruitful work without being driven out was unusual. It showed the depth of his loving concern for the Corinthians. I WENT on to MACEDONIA- If Autumn there would be no more boats, except across the Hellespont, so Paul and Titus would both have to travel by the land route, and as they would stop at churches could expect to meet.

2:13-3:18 God's Servant in relation to his Master

(In the joy of the news Titus brought, Paul turns to the Lord in thanksgiving. He then uses his experience to explain what it means to be a faithful servant of God under the New Covenant - one who is part of the Lord's Triumph.)

2:14 NOW THANKS BE- Charis- #1:2. UNTO GOD- Let us Praise and thank God! From the distress and grubbiness of dealing with the human problems of the converts at Corinth, Paul turns to the invisible eternal triumph of Christ in which he is being privileged to share. WHICH ALWAYS CAUSES US- Paul is speaking of his personal experience, but it's recorded as a challenge and comfort to all who serve God down through the years. TO TRIUMPH/leads us in a triumphal procession- Thriambeuo- To lead in a triumph, as a successful Army General or Roman Emperor welcomed home as triumphant Saviour of the Empire led his soldiers through the streets in a victory parade procession, carrying treasure they had captured. 
 Conquered enemies- Princes, Generals etc were led along in chains at the end of the procession, to be killed as the closing feature of the triumph. But as heroic enemies could be pardoned and given Roman honours so it was with Paul. He'd fought on the wrong side, and owed his new position and work to Grace alone, 1 Cor 15:9; Gal 1:13; 1 Tim 1:12-16. He was now, as a recycled rebel, fulfilling God's eternal purposes for his life, Gal 1:15-16. 

Wherever he goes, Paul the conquered slave of Christ, Rom 1:1, exposed to ridicule, 1 Cor 4:9, is also invisibly gladly sharing in Christ's victory parade. He was so aware of the vastness of God's purposes, and His Grace to him that he delights in proclaiming Christ's victory, and being seen as an object of God's grace, 1 Tim 1:16. God's servants in dealing with His church share in both the Mt 16, and Mt 18, aspects of its life. Wherever the Lord goes with His servants, there are victories won, although often unknown to us as yet. No triumph is greater than that of an enemy being transformed into an enthusiastic servant.

IN CHRIST- When God wins over a rebel man in that man's conversion, that man is IN CHRIST, and part of His triumph over evil. As we try to serve the Lord, whether our experiences seem and feel like victory or defeat is much less important than the fact that the Lord wins His victories through such means. Paul goes on to show that his own weakness didn't stop his sharing in the on-going triumph of his Lord outworking His on-the-Cross-victory over the powers of evil, Col 2:14-15. An outworking that continues until it is manifested in its glory in a coming day, 4:7-12; 12:9-10; 1 Cor 15:43-58; Phil 3:20-21. Distress is always part of God's service - sharing His loving concern, grief at rebellion and heartless indifference, the eternal destinies that hang in the balance, the frustration and misjudgment of loving intentions and acts. But it also involves sharing in Christ's triumph in lives of people who, like us, were once His enemies, Rom 5:10. 

AND through us spreads everywhere THE SAVOUR/fragrance- As part of the Triumph a great deal of Incense was offered to the gods, and perhaps also to the semi-deified Conqueror. His presence was as much a delight as incense to the nostrils of the "worshipping" crowd. Paul's lifestyle and ministry displayed something of His Lord's fragrant life and ministry of Loving sacrifice. Paul was the clay jar, 4:7, broken that the perfume should fill the house, Jn 12:3. Cp 13:3-10.

OF the KNOWLEDGE of Him- Gnosis- From Ginosko- Personal fellowship-knowledge. Fellowship with Christ is offered in the Gospel, not just information. Who the Lord is, and what He has done is displayed wherever the Gospel is preached, and HE is in every way fragrant incense to God. And the incense of worship arises from the hearts of those who believe. It's in Christ crucified that God is known, and displayed attractively in Grace as well as Truth, Jn 1:14. Paul is making this known, 4:2-6; 1 Cor 1:18-25; 2:1-5. As the distinctive fragrance identifies a flower even when the flower isn't seen, so the fragrant character of the unseen Christ was made known by Paul's life and ministry being in fellowship with Him. Sadly we can preach the TRUTH about Christ, without it conveying a sense of the reality of His person and love, and so it's ineffective, 1 Cor 13:1-3. 

   May the Lord have mercy on us that as we speak of Christ, that speaking may show His presence and power in our joyfully obedient lives. True Knowledge of another person involves at least some fellowship with them. To know Christ involves an inter-personal relationship with Him, and Paul desired this to be a total identification/ sharing of His life with the Lord whom he preached, Gal 2:20; Phil 3:8-10. BY US IN EVERY PLACE/everywhere- Cp worship in every place, Mal 1:11; Jn 4:21-24; 1 Cor 1:2.

2:15 FOR WE ARE UNTO GOD A SWEET SAVOUR/the aroma OF CHRIST- What Christ is and what He has done is perfectly pleasing to God, and by living and proclaiming Christ that incense is spread. When God looks on us He is delighted and glorified when He sees Christ-likeness displayed in our lives and conveyed in our message. Paul adds another dimension to his description of his work as God's servant, by using a different word for "Aroma." This one is the word used in the LXX for the "Sweet" or satisfying savour to God of required animal sacrifices rightly made, Gen 8:21; Ex 29:18, etc. Cp Eph 5:2; Phil 4:18. 
 The Father delights in His Son, and the achieving of His purposes, Mt 3:17, etc. The proclamation of the Gospel of Christ crucified, by those who in their lives show the reality of the Salvation provided, is an acceptable offering to Him. The display of Christ that pleases God always lifts up Christ to attract men to Him, Jn 12:32. There is in a sense an identification between Christ in His sacrifice-death-resurrection and Paul who proclaims that Gospel while living a life that shows what it produces, 4:10; Phil 3:10. See also Rom 15:16; Phil 2:14-18.  There is joy in heaven over any and every sinner who repents, Lk 15:7. Paul, and God's other true servants, are pleasing to God by claiming and demonstrating the sacrificial love of Christ crucified, yet risen victorious over Satan and death, Heb 2:14-15.

IN those who are being SAVED- Saved from spiritual and eternal disaster, into spiritual and eternal blessing, beginning now, and in its fullness at Christ's coming. Present participles are used because the state in which both groups are living will continue into their eternal state. Paul's statement echoes the Jewish teaching that the LAW- Torah, unchanged in itself, was life-giving medicine or death-dealing poison according to the way men responded to it. Paul rightly sees it being even more true of the Gospel and men's response to it, Rom 1:16-18; 9:22-23; 10:11-21; 13:11; 1 Cor 1:18; Phil 1:28.

AND IN THEM THAT/those who PERISH/are perishing- Apollumi- To destroy utterly and make useless, as the wineskins were DESTROYED, Lk 5:37. That the life and work of God's servants is sweet incense to Him isn't contradicted by the fact that it results in the polarisation of men into those with eternal life, and those on their way to eternal death. Men by their response to Christ and His cross choose life, or wrath, Jn 3:18-21, 36; Rom 1:17-18. Our Lord Himself spoke of these eternal outcomes, Mt 7:13-14, 24-29; 5:29-30, and wept, Mt 23:37; Lk 19:41-42. Paul pleaded, 5:20. What is our attitude? 

2:16 TO THE ONE WE ARE THE smell OF DEATH UNTO DEATH- There was no sweetness in the smell of the incense to those who were being paraded in chains as enemies once feared, but now helpless to injure, for whom death at the end of the march was appropriate. To them the incense conveyed the stench of their death, and the defeat of all they had lived and fought for. So is the name of Jesus to those to whom he is just a dead Jew. The ark of God was a curse to the Philistines, 1 Sam 5, but a blessing to the house of Obed Edom, 2 Sam 6:11. 

TO THE OTHER THE fragrance OF LIFE UNTO LIFE- The incense symbolised the deliverance and continuance of life gained for Rome by the victorious general. As Risen Lord, 1 Cor 15:20-25, interceding High Priest, Heb 4:14-16, and Coming King-Judge-Rewarder, Christ in His risen life brings abundant life to us, Rom 6:23; Col 3:3-4. In Phil 1:28-30 persecution shows who has this life and who is condemned to death.

WHO IS SUFFICIENT FOR THESE THINGS/equal to such a task- The Gospel proclaims salvation to those who accept Christ, destruction to those who reject Him. Hearers by their response to the Gospel determine which they receive. But these tremendous outcomes may be affected one way or the other by what the preacher understands the Gospel to be, the words he chooses to use in conveying it, the attitude he shows to God, the Gospel, and his hearers, and in fact by his whole behaviour and lifestyle. We are right to have a sense of our utter inadequacy to meet all these challenges, and to be in a measure responsible for eternal outcomes in the life of every hearer. Self-despair enables us to rely on God who alone is sufficient for our needs as a person, and as a preacher, 1:9; 3:5; ; 12:9-10; 1 Tim 4:16. Realising this should keep us from pride or argument. The preacher must remember he himself is a sinner, dependent as a preacher on the grace and atoning sacrifice he is proclaiming. 

  The list of things Paul's rivals boasted suggests they claimed these gave them sufficiency. Paul knew better, Phil 3:3-11. That men meet Christ in the lives and witness of His servants, and as a result live or die eternally, makes a preacher's popularity, display of gift, or financial reward shrink to trivia. While there's value in the current use of technologies of organisation and communication, there's a danger that our ministry may concentrate on THINGS, and people as THINGS – correct technique ensures a large number of converts! It's easier to make and broadcast Gospel material than to get to know people, and share God's love with them.

2:17 FOR WE ARE NOT AS MANY- Many preachers think they're competent because crowds follow them. But they know little of God and the life-or-death power and glory of the Gospel, 11:1-22; Phil 1:15. The sufficiency and success they boast of isn’t part of the real work of God. because they have twisted God’s truth to make it attractive to people. Many teachers came to Corinth, eager to take over the lives of believers, and gain a living for themselves by doing it, 1 Cor 4:15.

WHICH CORRUPT/peddle- Kapeleuo- Used of Tavern keepers watering down wine, as in LXX Isa 1:22, to increase their profits, and philosophers watering down truth to gain supporters. (Kapelos- Tavern-keeper.) THE WORD OF GOD for profit- Some set themselves up to preach the Gospel as a way to earn a living, 11:7-21; 12:13. They mixed the Gospel with Law to please Jews, With Greek Philosophy to please Greeks, or any other ideas likely to please audiences. As a result they preach a different Gospel/ a different Jesus, 11:4; Gal 1:6-9. Considering the greatness of the Lord's redeeming sacrifice, the glory and joy brought to God by the right proclaiming of it, and the eternal outcomes for hearers, it's disgraceful to allow commercial gain, personal comfort or popularity to influence our attitudes and actions as servants of God. It must never be just a way to make a living, to express ourselves, or be an appreciated service to others. With such issues at stake, smugness, or selfish use should be impossible.

BUT with SINCERITY- #1:12. Paul's Life, and the Gospel he preached, are two sides of one coin. like men sent by GOD IN THE SIGHT OF/before GOD- Katenopion- En- in. Ops- eye, Kata- against. So, Right over against. Right before HIM in full view, and in fellowship with Him. It was FROM God in content, and proclaimed IN DEPENDENCE ON Him, by His enabling. SPEAK WE IN CHRIST- And as such are, in fact, sufficient because speaking by His authority – in obedience to Him - and in fellowship with Him. Paul made the effort to stay with God, His revealed purposes and truth. His awareness of fellowship with Christ, and the requirements of living in His resurrection life, Phil 3:9-11, determined his methods. As it should be with God's servants, Paul's life-style and proclamation of Christ crucified were an extension of the ministry of Christ Himself. 

CHAPTER  3 

3:1 Are WE beginning TO COMMEND OURSELVES- Sunistemi- To stand with, introduce, commend. See 4:2; 5:12; 6:4; 10:18. OR NEED letters OF COMMENDATION TO YOU- By writing a letter of commendation one is Sunistemi- standing with the bearer of the letter to introduce them as a friend in whom we have confidence, as Paul did with Phoebe, Rom 16:1-2. Commending letters met a need, and were in common use, Ac 18:27; 1 Cor 16:3, etc. 
 Paul had stated strongly the God-given nature of his ministry. Those Paul condemns for their “Public Relations” program 10:12, in hawking the Gospel are likely to accuse him of doing the same. But he isn't writing this to commend himself to the work he's doing and needs no commending by others. There were no churches where he went preaching. His position was quite different from that of preachers who were beginning to circulate among established assemblies.  To take Before God seriously means that anything like self-praise is embarrassing, and the praise of others, irrelevant, 1 Cor 4:2-5. But criticisms hinted at in 10:1-20, etc, made self-defence essential, 5:12. To say nothing in defence of his ministry would allow the Gospel to be discredited in favour of Gospel distortions. (The reputation of a servant of God affects his ability to do God's work, so slander does the Devil's work.)

OR LETTERS.. FROM YOU- Those who saw preaching the Gospel as a way of making their living would collect commending letters that compared them favourably with others, 10:12. The False Teachers in 1 Cor. pushed Greek Philosophy, but Paul's main critics at this stage boasted their Jewishness, 11:22. The question suggests Paul's critics had come with such letters, apparently from Jerusalem, signed by the Apostles there who they claimed were superior to Paul, 11:5; 12:11. The Apostles wouldn't have intended the letters to help men persecute Paul. Pharisees were eager to make converts, Mt 23:15. Pharisaic Christian Jews had already tried to take over Gentile churches, and oust Paul and his teachings, claiming authority from Jerusalem to do this, Acts 15:1-5, 23-31. If they won the Corinthian Church to their views it would provide a springboard for attacks on other churches. Paul sets out the nature of the New Testament & defends the church at Corinth from their attempt to fit Christ and the Gospel within the old Covenant. 

3:2 You ARE OUR EPISTLE/letter- Those at Corinth converted through his preaching the Gospel are the best possible commendation and proof that he is God's servant, doing God's work, 1 Cor 9:1-2. If some suggested he wasn't a real Apostle, Paul's answer is that when he came to Corinth they were synagogue Jews, idolaters, criminals, drunkards, sexual deviants, etc, who were now transformed in Christ, 1 Cor 6:9-11. The transformed lives of those ministered to is still far better commendation than degrees, diplomas, confident presentation, etc. 

WRITTEN IN/on OUR HEARTS- That Paul was an Apostle was proved by the existence of the church at Corinth, and by the depth of his heart's concern for them Paul's attitude was parental, not predatory. Paul's relationship with them was on a heart to heart basis, 2:4; 6:11-13; 7:2-3; 12:14-15. Cp Ac 20:18-38. There is a twofold writing. God by his Spirit had given Paul a deep concern for them individually - He had written love for them on Paul's heart. This work in the heart of the preacher made it possible for the Spirit of God to work in the hearts of the hearers. (Some Mss YOUR hearts, which makes easier sense of the statements that follow, but both are valid. The original probably had simply "hearts" and scribes added “our” or “your.”) He accepts them all as his to love and care for, but his job isn't to write HIS name/ himself on their hearts as he speaks. It's Christ and the things of Christ, that the Spirit writes on their hearts.

KNOWN- #2:4. AND READ by everybody- #1:13.Written invisibly on their hearts, but clearly visible in their lives. Clearly available for reading and so for testing the validity of Paul's claims and actions. His heart's love for them can be seen by all in Paul's dealings with them. Christ's message, and the eternal purposes of God for mankind are best conveyed when embodied in lives that reflect His image, and His love, 3:18; Rom 8:29.

3:3 You ARE MANIFESTLY DECLARED/show that- Or Being manifested as. The source of the authority and power with which Paul preached is seen in its fruit in the lives of hearers. TO BE THE EPISTLE/letter OF/from CHRIST- (NIV makes no sense, to me.) Christ had written this letter, by the Holy Spirit, and it was Christ received-and-written-ON-their-hearts which was displayed in their lives. Paul makes clear that while their changed lives are a witness to his Apostleship, and Christ had used his preaching of the Gospel, the part he played was merely that of Christ's servant/ bondslave. It's Christ's name that's written in their hearts and Christ Himself who gave Paul the Gospel to preach, sent him on his way, witnesses with him to make it effective, and indwells the hearts of the converts. The Spirit of the Living God has applied Christ's Redeeming sacrifice to those who received Him, and they were visibly Christians. As Paul was God's agent in this he claims a parental relationship with converts, spiritually, 11:2; 1 Cor 3:1-2; 4:15; Gal 1:19; 1 Th 2:7-12, but saw as far more important his servant role in presenting Christ in the Gospel as the foundation on which their lives must be built, 1:24; 1 Cor 3:5-15. He serves Christ's interests, not his own, 2:17; 3:5; 4:2-7; 5:18. 

MINISTERED BY US/the result of our ministry- Diakoneo- Servant work. The letter Christ wrote was delivered by Paul. OR the Corinthians were a letter dictated by Christ who used Paul to write it. Paul's Gospel preaching was the means by which Christ was written on their hearts and lives. Their transformed lives expressed Christ. God's message confirmed in their hearts by the Spirit, was inseparable from Paul's preaching of the Gospel in their ears. As usual Paul now takes up the question he was dealing with - his commendation and that of God's servants - and uses it to show spiritual truth. This time it's the nature of the New Covenant under which God's servants now work. If they grasp this whole picture, and the principles under which it operates, they have a tool with which to deal with the details of all questions thrown up by changing circumstances, and remain rightly related to the eternal purposes of God. We also should take up any problem situation and seek God's face in prayer and His will in His word, to discover what principles are involved, and the part they play in the glorious whole of God's eternal purposes. To help people see this is far better than trying to give detailed "Correct" answers. God and His Word are the only valid answers. 

WRITTEN NOT WITH INK- As were the letters of Paul's critics. Ink writing fades, can be forged or tampered with. Christ written on hearts stands eternally. BUT WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD- God used Paul's preaching to their ears, and his writing to their eyes, and ours, but it was the Holy Spirit who wrote on their hearts, Rom 15:16-19; 1 Cor 2:4-5. This is the distinctive mark of the NEW Covenant. God changes us from the inside out, with our co-operation at every step of the way. Organisation and administrative work have a part to play in the life of God's servants but are always peripheral to the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of preacher and hearer alike. Above all else we must pray, study, and work that God by His Spirit may triumph in, and through us. Paul takes preaching seriously and sacrificially, but the real work is that of God Himself, and Paul suppressed natural skills to further this, 1 Cor 2:1-5; 1 Th 1:5-6. 

NOT IN/on tablets OF STONE- The OLD Covenant was written with the finger of God on stone tablets, Ex 31:18; 34:1. This made it permanent, but it was external, and not living, or life-giving. The limited work of Paul and us all, and the unlimited work of God the Holy Spirit under the New Covenant, leads naturally to a contrast/ comparison between the Covenant of LAW-OBEDIENCE given at Sinai and the NEW Covenant of GRACE-PROMISE received by Faith.

BUT IN/on THE tablets of human hearts- By the Gospel, Christ is written on our hearts by His life-giving Spirit, as a living, growing, eternal reality. God through Moses, after 40 years experience of the Old Covenant, said they lacked this, Deu 5:29. He could order them to "circumcise their hearts," Deu 10:16, and command them to "Love God with all their hearts," Deu 6:5, but under the Old Covenant God’s people had only limited ability to do that, Deu 29:4; Rom 8:2-4. The Law was an essential, temporary first step, Gal 3:21-25. Only after the Exile, and under the New Covenant, Jer 31:33-34 Ezek 36:26, would God make this possible, Deu 30:1-14. Until then they must attempt to love and obey God and God in His mercy enabled men like David, (Ps 23; 51, etc), Josiah, Isaiah, etc to do that. (Deu 30:11-14 is applied to the Gospel in Rom 10:1-11, For Deu 30:6, Jews as a nation must wait until the fulfilment of Rom 11:25-32.) 

  This NEW Covenant was impossible until redemption was provided in Christ crucified and risen. Cp the offer of a Sabbath rest TODAY in Joshua, and David that could be achieved only in Christ our Sabbath, Heb 4:6-11. God alone has access to men's hearts, and can write Christ there. And does so by LIVING WITHIN THE BELIEVER in the person of the Holy Spirit. This begins when we receive Christ, are Born of the Spirit, able to live in fellowship with God, desiring to do His will, and enabled to do so, Rom 8:1-4; Phil 2:12-16. 

3:4-5 SUCH TRUST/confidence as this is ours THROUGH CHRIST before God- Confidence that comes from Christ and looks to God. If anyone wonders how he can dare to speak so confidently, the answer lies in his relationship with God through Christ under the New Covenant. NOT THAT WE ARE SUFFICIENT/ competent- #2:6. TO THINK/claim- Logizomai- To take an inventory, estimate, as when counting up. A reasoned decision made on the basis of all the factors and facts. ANYTHING AS OF/for OURSELVES- If his opponents thought their qualifications were sufficient- Jewish birth, commending letters, Greek Philosophy and eloquence, Charismatic gifts etc, Paul knew better.

OUR SUFFICIENCY/competence #2:6. IS OF/comes from GOD- Paul's ability and zeal were no grounds for confidence. In the LXX Ho Hikanos- the Sufficient One, translates El Shaddai in Ruth 1:20, etc. God Himself takes responsibility for His word and its fulfilment, and makes us competent to do His work, Rom 15:17-19; 1 Cor 1:18-2:5; 15:9-10. Paul's confidence, and place under the new Covenant, depends entirely on Christ and His saving work in God's presence, not on his own personal character, qualifications or work, 1:9; 1 Tim 1:12-14. Cp Ac 4:13; Rom 8:15-17; Eph 6:19; Phil 1:20. We're totally dependent on God for the way of salvation, our acceptance of it, living by it, and proclaiming it to the saving of others. God works in us the willingness to receive the Gospel and to pass it on, Phil 2:12-13, and the needed spiritual gifts, abilities and opportunities. A clear conscience eager to please the Lord gave Paul confidence, 5:6-11, and that kind of confidence, that God is enabling us must be our goal as servants of the Lord.

3:6 WHO ALSO has MADE US ABLE/competent as- #2:6. MINISTERS- Diakonos- Made us capable of serving Him. Aorist tense, so refers to God's intervention in Paul's Conversion and call to Apostleship, Ac 22:3-21; Gal 1:15-16. No human can rightly take responsibility for/ bear the burden of proclaiming a Gospel that results in death or life eternally for the hearers, 2:16. Only God can make us sufficient for that, and He does so on the terms of the New Covenant. Paul's opponents apparently see themselves as servants of Christ, 11:23, and sufficient for the message they preach. In a sense, they are, as what they preach is a different Gospel that fits Christ and His work within the framework of the Old Covenant, making the hearers responsible to keep the law from the heart, by doing the best they can to live up to the ideals the Law, the Sermon on the Mount, etc, trusting Christ to help them as they do this . The preacher is free to blame them for their failure, just as Faith healers blame the unhealed for their lack of faith. Paul's sufficiency is a gift of God's Grace on the new basis for serving God, the NEW Covenant which his opponents are belittling, or playing down. His Corinthian readers could test Paul's sufficiency by testing themselves. If their sins are forgiven, and Christ indwelling them so that they can live in fellowship with God, they are proof of the New Covenant, and that Paul was God's servant. The confidence and competence with which Paul had written 2:17 was based on the humility of seeing himself as he is under the new covenant, and taking the place God granted him there, 4:5-11; 5:18-6:10; 12:9-10; 13:3-4; Rom 15:7-10.

THE NEW- Kainos- New & different. TESTAMENT/covenant- #Diatheke- A "WILL" by which a man directed the disposal of his property after his death, Heb 9:17. It's used to translate Berith, used of the covenant binding Israel to keep the Law. Testament is a better translation here as in the Gospel it offers Salvation unconditionally as a GIFT to be accepted by FAITH. The NEW Covenant promised in Jer 31:31 became a reality in Christ, as He stated at the Last Supper, Lk 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25. Paul goes on to spell out the ways in which it is NEW, Different, opposite in nature and effects, from the Old. This was needed if, as it seems, his opponents were Pharisee Christians teaching that only those who kept the law of Moses could be saved, Ac 15:1-6. They were trying to force the New wine of the New Covenant into the Old wineskins of the Old Covenant - A natural desire for those to whom the taste of the old wine was better, Lk 5:37-39. Much effort and ingenuity is still being expended by learned men, some of them Godly, to defend such "Covenant Theology," but the Lord's verdict given here stands. The New replaces the Old as it's better, permanent, and achieves God's purpose eternally, while the Old could only Condemn/ Kill, Heb 8:6-9:15; 10:1-14; 13:20. NOT OF THE LETTER- In words, Ex 19:1-24:8. BUT OF THE SPIRIT. 

FOR THE LETTER- Written Law kills- Formal preaching IS deadening, but this says the OLD Covenant KILLS - Its first effect was 3000 killed, Ex 32:28. It gave God's minimum requirements for external actions which are far more under our control, than thoughts/ emotions/ attitudes, Mt 5:20-48. Even the well-intentioned found obedience impossible, Rom 8:3 - Knowing God's requirements provoked man's antagonism, Rom 7:7-13. The Law promised life to the totally obedient, but cursed any failure, Gal 3:10. This fulfilled God's intention by making men aware of sin, and their need to be saved by Grace/Faith alone, Rom 3:19-24. It restrained men and drove them to Christ, Gal 3:22-27. 
. That Paul stated this shows that his opponents were demanding obedience to the OLD Covenant-Law. Pride could claim that possessing it gave Jews a superiority, but actually it condemned them, Rom 2. Paul had been zealous for the Law until the Spirit taught him that it made him a hopeless failure and rebel against God, Rom 7. It showed men they were dead in sins, unable to please God, Eph 2:1-3. Human nature prefers to serve and worship God in ways that give it the pride of self-righteousness, or satisfy its natural desire for pomp, excitement, etc.

BUT THE SPIRIT gives LIFE- On the day God brought in the NEW Covenant 3000 were given life, Acts 2:41. The contrast with 3000 killed, Ex 32:28, demonstrated how NEW and different this Covenant was, as God promised, Jer 31:31-34. The Life-giving New Covenant depends, not on OUR works but on the sacrificial work of Christ, and the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit, and we are responsible for our response to these. It was established by Christ offering Himself to God, by the Spirit, Heb 9:14. It is applied by the convicting power of the Spirit in the hearts of us hearers, Jn 16:8-11, moving us to receive Christ, Jn 1:12, and it brings us to life in Him by our being born of the Spirit, Jn 3:1-16. The Spirit then indwells and empowers us, assuring us we ARE God's children, and enabling us to live in fellowship with God, Rom 8:1-16; Phil 2:12-13, etc. Paul has reminded them that the Spirit had sealed them as God's property, being the down-payment that assures their inheritance, written Christ on their hearts, etc, 1:21-22; 3:3; Col 1:27. While it's true, as an application, that obeying the "spirit" of a passage is better than mere obedience to the form of words, this verse is stating that the HOLY SPIRIT gives life. 
 By the Spirit we know God, and live in fellowship with Him , and THAT is life eternal, Jn 17:3. The Fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22-25, demonstrates and expresses the reality of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the born-again, child-of-God-life of the convert. 

3:7-8 BUT IF THE MINISTRATION- Diakonia- What a Diakonos= Servant does. God used the Covenants to do His work. OF DEATH- Physical death is the visible symbol of spiritual Death - being cut off from God, Rom 6:23; 8:6; Eph 2:;1. The Law given on Mt Sinai condemned all sinners to death, Rom 3:20-23. The Rabbis, like those today who call it a "Covenant of Grace," taught that the Law of Moses was the source of Life to Israel, but no Law could do that, Gal 3:21. While it was a step towards the life that became available with the New Covenant, in itself the Law - through no fault of its own - brought only death, Rom 4:7; 7:10-13; 8:4-6. That the Old Covenant brought death was no surprise to God, so Death was the GOOD He intended it to produce. It made men realise that life and righteousness must be granted by God's Mercy under a New and totally different Covenant, and lived under its terms, Gal 3:21-4:7. The New = Paul's Gospel, Gal 1:12; 3:1-4, brought life in the spirit, Rom 8:1-29; 1 Cor 15;45. Any alternative leads to death, Gal 1:8-9. God used Moses visibly to give the Old Covenant Law. God uses us to visibly proclaim the Gospel New Covenant, but the invisible reality that makes it effective is the Holy Spirit who applies the Person and Work of Christ to the hearts and lives of men. The service of the Old was marked by death - even its High Priests died. The service of the New is marked by Life, Eph 1:19-20. Its High Priest ministers life to us in the power of an endless life, Heb 7:16-28. 

WRITTEN ON STONES came with Glory- #1:20 Because the Old and New Covenants came from God, His Glory is associated with them, Ex 24:16-17. SO THAT THE Israelites COULD NOT look steadily at THE FACE OF MOSES because of its glory- When Moses brought the Stone tablets down to the people his face was shining from having spent time in the Glory of God's presence, Ex 34:29-30. Their being afraid of Moses, and even more afraid to be near God, Ex 20:19, pictures the death effect of the Law. It's the OLD Covenant, AS ORIGINALLY GIVEN that's described as ministering death - NOT any distortion of it by Pharisees, etc. WHICH GLORY WAS TO BE DONE AWAY/fading though it was- Katargeo- See 3:11. The Glory fading from the face of Moses was a picture of the temporary nature of the Law. For Katargeo used of things being replaced as a result of Christ's triumph, see Rom 6:6; 7:6; 1 Cor 15:24-26; 2 Th 2:8; 2 Tim 1:10.

Will NOT THE ministry #3:7. OF THE SPIRIT- Moses could only wish that all God's people had His Spirit, Num 11:29. Under the New, ALL God's people have the Spirit, Rom 8:9. The New Covenant-Testament is written by the Spirit of God Himself, Jer 31:31-34. He formed the Church, at Pentecost, and continued adding to it, Ac 2:41, 47. His continued work in the lives of Believers is unfolded to us in Rom 8 - Freeing us from the slavery of self, enabling us to live to God's Glory, guidance in our lives, and assurance of fellowship with God in our hearts. Finally, one day, our manifestation as God's sons. 

This is even more GLORIOUS than the glory that went with the giving of the Old. Cp 1:22; 5:5; Rom 8:23; Eph 1:4. That Glory is as yet invisible, but a glimpse was given to Peter, etc, Mk 9:2-8. Paul saw Christ in that Glory and was for two days blinded by it, and his life permanently transformed. When Christ returns, the Glory of the New Covenant and its achievements will blaze out on us all. 

3:9 IF THE ministry- #3:7. OF CONDEMNATION/that condemns men is glorious- Its giving was marked with the shining brightness of God's visible presence. The Old/ New contrast seen in terms of what they produce- Condemnation or Righteousness. The effect of the Law, righteous in itself, and making righteous demands, was condemnation and death. It made the need for righteousness to be provided as a Gift of God's Grace clear. It brought conviction of sin, and so led to Christ. In showing men they were heading for death, the Law was like a doctor who diagnoses a skin cancer and gets someone to the surgeon in time, so had a part to play in the purposes of God, Rom 3:19-28; 5:20; 7:7-20; Gal 3:19-29. Preaching God's holiness and commands may help bring conviction of sin, and point men to their need of a Saviour.

MUCH MORE THE ministry that brings RIGHTEOUSNESS- Dikaiosune- Righteousness, justification, being right in God's sight. The effect of the NEW is to make sinful man righteous by putting us in a right relationship with God, Rom 1:16-17. God, in Christ crucified and risen, provides this for us sinners, 5:21, so that accepting Him by Faith is reckoned to us as RIGHTEOUSNESS, Rom 4:1-16. And inevitably that changes our lifestyle towards RIGHTEOUS living. This gift of righteousness is ours when we receive the Giver by Faith, Rom 3:21-26; 5:20-21; 6:23; 10:3-11, and that commits us to Him and His service, 5:14-15. The visible ministry of the Gospel preacher, linked with the invisible ministry of the Holy Spirit, brings to those under the condemnation of the law, life and righteousness. Righteousness is provided in Christ by God's action All have sinned...being justified/ made righteous freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, Rom 3:23-24, and transforms our lives into Christ-likeness, God's eternal purpose for mankind, Gen 1:26; Rom 8:29.

EXCEED IN GLORY/how much more glorious- As the New Covenant exists and functions in Christ, His eternal Glory is upon it. The Glory of Calvary was almost entirely invisible, Lk 23:47, and only a little of it continues to be visible in the triumphs of the Gospel. But in a day to come its true Glory will blaze out in Judgment and Reward, showing the eternal value of what was accomplished on Calvary.

3:10 FOR EVEN what WAS GLORIOUS- The face of Moses, the scene at Sinai, and later in the Tabernacle and in Judgment interventions. HAD NO GLORY in comparison with THE GLORY THAT EXCELLETH/surpassing glory- The contrast is between the DEGREE of Glory of each covenant. The sun by rising dims the moon, stars, a candle etc, without lessening the light they give. The Glory revealed in Christ and the Gospel, Jn 1:14, had that effect on the Glory of God revealed in the OT. Paul showed this by throwing away the "glory" he had accumulated under the Law, to claim the surpassing Glory of knowing Christ, and sharing in both the cost and the power of His resurrection life, Phil 3:4-11. 

    Yet many Christians in Jerusalem had no real understanding of this and so were zealous of the law, and clung to its ceremonies, Acts 21:19-25. Paul Barnett, "2nd Corinthians," in "The Bible Speaks Today" series, IVP, warns that as the glory of the past has been de-glorified by the coming of the new, we must not think and act as if the NEW had not replaced the OLD. In the 3rd century Cyprian of Carthage wrote of Holy Communion, and Ministry in terms of the OT sacrifice and priesthood, Epistle LX111, quoted in "The Church and its Ministry in the Early centuries," H. & S. 1902, P 253. This ignored the distinctive character of the New Covenant and replaced the NT view of the local congregation and pastoral ministry in favour of exalted views of church buildings, and ministers as sacrificing priests. 

  The Reformation rediscovered the Gospel, proclaiming the just shall live by faith. But soon its scholars drifted back, and, like the Scribes, used human logic to "improve" on God's Word, Mt 15:3-9, by arguing that the NEW & OLD form one "Covenant of Grace." Any church not committed to evangelism and the Gospel of Eph 2:8-15 lapses into such legal religion. Influenced by Marxism, "Liberation Theology" also interprets Christianity in terms of the Exodus, as if the NEW hadn't replaced the OLD. Human nature also prefers to slip back into the OLD, the infant stage, in worship - hand clapping, (to my prejudiced mind it seems childish) dancing, drama, has much more appeal than quiet, reverent thoughtful worship. 

3:11 FOR IF THAT WHICH IS DONE/was fading AWAY- Katargeo- To make inactive, set aside, cut off. The word describes a definite action. It's used of marriage ending with the husband's death/ a Christian's obligation to the law ending at his conversion, Rom 7:2-6. The Old Covenant playing its part only until Christ came and replaced it, Gal 3:23-27. (In modern terms the Law was like a Baby-sitter handing children over to the Parents when they arrive home, and having no further responsibility.) It was the MORAL 10 commandments that were written on the two stone tablets, so they are what is done away. This doesn't mean that it's now morally right to murder, be disobedient to parents or make idols and worship them. But it does mean that the Law isn't God's final word to us Heb 1:1-3. It was a step towards His revelation of Himself in Christ, and Christ provided the basis for the final dealing with all sin that mars His creation, Col 1:15-20; 2:9-17; 1 Cor 15:24. We who have come to Christ, and are indwelt by Christ in the person of the Holy Spirit, are to walk in Him as responsible sons and daughters, Rom 8:1-17; Gal 3:25-26; Phil 2:1-15, fixing our eyes on, and identifying ourselves with, Christ crucified & risen, Gal 2:20; Heb 12:1-3. 
WAS GLORIOUS/came with glory MUCH MORE THAT WHICH REMAINETH IS GLORIOUS/how much greater is the glory that lasts- The Glory of the New is at present largely invisible, but it will be revealed in overwhelming splendour when our Lord comes, 2 Th 1:6-12.

3:12-13 SEEING THEN/Since- By the coming of the NEW Covenant under which Paul served. WE HAVE SUCH a HOPE- #1:7. WE USE GREAT PLAINNESS OF SPEECH/are very bold- Parrhesia- Freedom of speech, boldness. Among Greek-speaking Jews Parrhesia meant access to God with a clear conscience, Cp 1:12; 4:2. The unfading glory of the New covenant with its permanent and effective provisions gives boldness of belief, actions and proclamation, Prov 28:1; Ac 20:20-21; Rom 5:2; Col 1:27-28; 2:9-10. Knowing the Gospel is God's full, final message, Heb 1:1-2, frees us to speak it boldly and clearly as nothing can alter it, 3:11; 4:16-18; 7:4; Rom 1:16; Phil 1:20; 1 Th 2:2. Moses had no such freedom as what he ministered was the "shadows," preparing the way for the NEW, and being replaced by it. The New is invisible-spiritual-eternal, and until it was revealed in Christ much of it could only be hinted at, 1 Cor 2:9-10. Paul knows the Gospel and its Author. He knows it works, and is committed to making it work.

We are NOT like MOSES who PUT A VEIL OVER HIS FACE- Ex 34. When Moses came down from Mt Sinai with the Law, after spending 40 days with God, he spoke God's message from a glory-reflecting face, then AFTER (not KJV "till") he had finished speaking to the Israelites he put a veil over his face until he returned to the Lord's presence. Generally a veiled face was associated with shame and mourning in Jewish thought. To uncover the face expressed a confident boldness - happy to face the world and be recognised and seen to be doing what one was doing. Paul, under the NEW Testament, was living in the presence of God, 12:19 and was free to proclaim the Gospel boldly and plainly.

To keep the Israelites from gazing at it TO THE END- #1:13. while the radiance was fading away- #3:7. Not that Moses deceived the people by wearing a veil to hide the fact that the glory faded out. He was faithful to God and the people, Heb 3:5. He came from God's face-to-face presence, Ex 33:11, and spoke God's message from a face that reflected His Glory, and his authority to speak for Him. He veiled his face to go about the ordinary affairs of life while the glory lasted, taking the veil off when he re-entered God's presence. Apart from this one special time there's no suggestion that his face shone, or that he wore a veil. This Fading Glory Paul uses to picture the temporary nature of the Law. Christ, by the New Covenant, brought the Old Covenant of law to an end, having fulfilled it and completed its purpose, so it could be outgrown and left behind, Gal 3:24-25.

3:14 BUT THEIR MINDS WERE BLINDED/made dull- Poroo- To harden. The Law being external left them in their natural state in which it's impossible for man to understand spiritual things, 1 Cor 2:14. God in His mercy revealed spiritual truths to Moses, the prophets, etc as a special intervention. But hardening was the normal effect of the Law because it could give man no righteousness before God, or power to live in full fellowship with Him. In any age the work of God’s Spirit in men’s hearts has enabled men to walk with God – as Enoch did and men generally refused to, Gen 6:3. Cp David in Ps 51:10-11. But the NEW covenant and the NEW birth it provided by the Holy Spirit, Jn 1:12-13; 3:1-16 set us free from the Law of sin and death, Rom 8:1-4. This produced new life empowered by His indwelling, Rom 8:1-35, so that God worked in man both the desire to do His will, and the ability to do so, Phil 2:13. 

  The hardening wasn't the fault of Moses, or Isaiah, Isa 6:9-12, or the Lord – who used parables that delayed the final confrontation with the rulers until those willing to learn should do so, while the rest were hardened, Mt 13:10-16. It was the inevitable result of fallen human nature being made aware of the gap between God's will and man's will that could be met only in Christ. (In the OT it was pictured in the sacrifice of animals.) Note the effect of the Law on Paul himself, and his joy in being released from it in Romans 7 and 8. The Law which should have brought men to Christ, Jn 5:46, was the basis of their rejection of Him, Jn 9:16; 19:7. The world at large was hardened by the witness of Creation, Rom 1:21. Israel failed to see the significance of the Redemption. Through to Isa 6:9-12, and Malachi, the effect of faithful preaching was generally the hardening of the hearts of hearers. That the NEW is so different gave Paul confidence and joy in preaching. 

THE VEIL remains when THE OLD TESTAMENT/covenant- #3:6. is read- The veil is both over the Law, and over men's hearts, as it comes between sinful man and an understanding of God's will. For those under the New, the veil has been taken away. But the veil remains for those who ignore Christ, and seek fellowship with God under the Old. Christ's coming was damning for those who rejected or ignored Him, preferring the blindness of clinging to the Old, Jn 3:19; 15:22. It pointed to Him. He had come, and they turned out the light by crucifying Him. 

Because only IN CHRIST is it taken away- #3:7. It's only in the person and work of Christ that the barrier of sin is removed, and we have access to God, life, and understanding. Those who stayed with the OLD failed to see that it was Old, outworn, needing to be replaced, Heb 8:13. The role of the Old as the way God revealed Himself, and the means by which men must deal with Him, was abolished in Christ. The veil in the Temple, a symbol of the Law-barrier between man and God, was torn to mark His atoning death, Mt 27:50-51, and its provision of entry into the presence of God, Heb 9:3-12; 10:19.

3:15-16 EVEN to THIS DAY WHEN MOSES IS READ- #1:13. THE VEIL IS UPON THEIR HEART- The truth it contains can't penetrate the veil to the hearer's hearts.
 Those Jews who refused to allow the law to take them to Christ for salvation Gal 3:24, were blinded and hardened 4:3-4; Rom 11:25, in spite of/ by their great privileges Rom 3:1-2; 9:4-5. 

But when anyone turns TO THE LORD THE VEIL is TAKEN AWAY- As Paul experienced when God revealed Christ to him and in him, Gal 1:16. It's in the Lord Jesus, in relation to Him, the truth of God is understood. Moses removed the veil when he TURNED to face the Lord, Ex 34:35. Peter demanded that Jews TURN to Jesus by being baptised in His Name and wash away their sins and break off their association with their perverse nation who had crucified its Messiah, Acts 2:38-41. Many did, as did Paul and millions of Jews and Gentiles since, and all find that in turning to the Lord the veil-barrier is removed. While this is true today of individuals, it's promised that in a day to come the Jews who survive God's judgment on Israel will as a nation turn and see Christ as He is, Deu 30:6; Zech 12:10-14:21; Rom 11:25-32, etc. TURNS, implies a definite willed act, at a point of time. When Christ is revealed to us in His Saving Glory there's no room for THREE Tabernacles. We turn from Moses and Elijah and listen only to Him, Mk 9:5-7. We walk in His Light, or continue to walk in darkness, Jn 8:12. 

3:17 NOW THE LORD- As 3:16. IS the SPIRIT- It was the Lord Jehovah/ Yaweh with whom Moses dealt in Ex 34, yet Christ was the Rock from which Israel drank, 1 Cor 10:4. Jesus Christ, crucified and risen is the Lord with whom everyone must deal, Phil 2:11, but it's the Spirit who empowers the NEW Covenant, Rom 8:1-20. So, the Lord with whom we deal is the Holy Spirit by whom we deal with the Lord Christ and the Father. It was by the Spirit that Jesus was conceived in Mary's Womb, Lk 1:35; carried on His servant Ministry, Lk 3:21-22; 4:1, 16-21, offered himself to God, Heb 9:14, and was declared to be the Son of God in resurrection, Rom 1:4. Christ is the last Adam, He's a quickening Spirit, 1 Cor 15:45. Paul mentions the Son and the HOLY Spirit separately, 13:14, but in our experience they function together as the Spirit does with our spirit, Rom 8:15. The NEW is characterised by the Spirit, 3:3, 8, 18. Paul is saying the New Covenant involves the working of the Holy Spirit who takes the things of Christ and reveals them to us, Jn 14:14.

WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS THERE IS LIBERTY/freedom- Free acceptance of the will of God, not as at Sinai the Hardened "We'll do what you say as long as you keep away from us and leave us to run our own lives," Ex 19:8; 20:19; Deu 5:22-29. Whoever has been born of the Spirit, is indwelt by the Spirit, and in Him has freedom to be in God's presence, and to fellowship with Him, Rom 8:1-17. (Freedom to sin is unthinkable to anyone who sees Christ Crucified for Him as His Saviour, Rom 6:1-14.) We have freedom from sin, to do good instead.

The freedom of being a new creation 5:17, living the promised abundant life, Jn 10:10, Christ being in each of us Col 1:27 and our being renewed in His image, Gal 4:19; Col 3:10. Freedom from the slavery of the Law, sin, and death, 3:6-9; Rom 7:6; 8:2-16; Gal 2:4; 4:22-5:25, Free to understand God's Word, 1 Cor 2:12. Paul rejoices in the freedom to serve with boldness under the new covenant in direct contact with God Himself. Not shrinking back in timidity, or hiding behind deceit, 4:1-2. He no longer had to refer to an external law, and evaluate/condemn his actions by it.

  There was no freedom under the Law as none could escape condemnation as no one could meet its demands fully. That brought hardening and resentment as it does with a worker or child who can never earn the praise of his boss or parent, no matter how hard or willingly he works. Instead of memorising and applying the Law, and worrying about the degree of our success or failure in keeping its commands, the Christian looks to the Lord and lives, receiving the gift of Life and Sonship with being born of the Spirit, Jn 3:1-16,. And walks in fellowship with Him, safely ignoring the Law as long as he has a clear conscience. We read the Law for information, to inform our conscience, not for justification. We rely on God directly to keep us from sinning, Ps 25:15; 1 Pet 1:2-9; Jude 24, not on our own strength. And when the Holy Spirit brings to our mind a sin, we repent, turn to the Lord, confess, are forgiven and cleansed 1 Jn 1:9. The NEW gives freedom from guilt-condemnation, from failure to please God, and from insecurity, Rom 8:1-4, 15-16. 

3:18 WE ALL- In establishing his position and privileges as an Apostle and Servant of God under the New Covenant Paul doesn't claim to be a separate sub-species of Christian. Our work may be small, but our Calling and Functioning are on the same basis as his, 2 Pet 1:1-4. Under the Old, Moses alone had the privilege of facing God and reflecting His glory, Ex 33:11. Under the New, every Christian has become a Moses. God indwells us and His Glory is ever eager to shine out in our lives as we let it do so. The Spirit in all of us is the assurance of the Glory that will shine out at the Coming. We're responsible to be growing towards that Glory, 5:5-10. 

WITH OPEN/unveiled faces- When we turned to Him, Christ removed the veil between God and us, 3:16. We too should unveil by opening all our thoughts, feelings, hopes, fears to the Lord so He can shine the light of His truth and the warmth of His love on them, Jn 3:21; 1 Jn 4:14-21, and remove all darkness of deceit or fear. For us to reveal some things to others might hurt them or hurt God's testimony, but we're to face Him in complete honesty, willing to renounce all sin and accept all holiness, renouncing self and its will, along with pretence and compromise, Gal 2:20; Phil 4:4-9; Heb 4:9-16. As sons we're to claim promises, 1:20-21; Josh 1:1-9, and deal with all evils, Deu 33:27; 1 Jn 1:8-9.

BEHOLDING AS IN A GLASS/reflect- Katoptrizomai- To behold/reflect as in/ as a mirror. What a mirror Beholds - faces - is reflected in it. When we see Christ face to face, we'll be transformed into His likeness, 1 Jn 3:2, but already we see Him reflected in the mirror of His Word, 1 Cor 13:12. We're also a mirror that faces Christ, and so reflects His image. The Word is also the mirror that shows us ourselves, Jas 1:23, and makes us responsible to act on what it shows us. The transforming is God's work, but what we choose to behold is ours. (The enemy offers us alternative transforming/ viewing – on TV etc.) The Scriptures are a mirror in which we see Christ as we read them. Yet we as a Mirror are gazing at Christ as we read it, and if we're responsive to the Holy Spirit, within us, the Image of Christ is formed in us the Mirror, and others see Christ reflected by us.

THE GLORY OF THE LORD- He is the Adam-prototype-Pattern, the ideal righteous man, Rom 5:17-21; 1 Cor 15:45-49; Heb 2:10. Christ manifested the Glory of God, Jn 1:14, as recorded in the Gospels, etc. As we read the Bible we receive knowledge of Him, His attitude to us and His work for us, 4:6.

ARE CHANGED/being transformed- Metamorphoo- To change into another form, be transformed. It's used in Mt 17:2, of the Glory of Christ shining out. The witness of a Christian in word and life isn't something external that we can take up and put down when we feel like it, any more than we can take up and put down our natural life. Living the new life - life in fellowship with Christ - is our constant responsibility, and a continuous process. God works the transformation in us from the inside. By thinking on Christ in the Glory of His Person and Work in the NEW Covenant we're transformed - as He becomes Lord of our inner being the Spirit is able to take control of our thoughts, emotions, attitudes etc, and it's this that makes our words and actions valid and convincing as an aroma of Christ, 2:15. The key to Holiness is pre-occupation with Christ, not with ourselves or with others - such  pre-occupation brings defeat and disappointment.

INTO THE SAME IMAGE/into His likeness- Eikon- Likeness, image, representation, and manifestation. Used of the image on a coin, Mt 22:20, an idol statue, Rom 1:23, of Adam made in the image of God, and mankind inheriting that image tarnished by the Fall, Gen 5:3. And of Christ the perfect IMAGE of the unseen Father, Heb 1:3. God as God, is beyond our knowing, 1 Tim 6:16. The LAW had only the SHADOW cast by the reality of God, so vaguely suggested the outline of what was coming, Heb 10:1. Christ revealed God as fully as man is capable of perceiving Him, Jn 1:1-2, 14, and that IMAGE is conveyed in the Gospel, 4:4; Heb 1:1-3. Fallen man bears the IMAGE of Adam's fallen likeness to God. Redeemed man will yet be seen in the IMAGE of Christ, 1 Cor 15:49. As we seek Christ by reading Scripture, with open hearts and minds, willing to understand and love what it shows of Him, our inner lives are transformed into Christ-likeness. This becomes visible in our attitudes and actions, so that we become His ambassadors and His epistles known and read by all around, 3:2; 5:20.

  We don't lose our identity. We, as formed by God, Ps 139, are transformed as defects in part after part of our lives are brought to our attention and we surrender them to the Lord in confession, for forgiveness and cleansing. This process by which He subdues all things to Himself goes on continually, as we work out our salvation as He works in us, Phil 2:13; 3:21. God transforms us, but we play our part, 6:14 - 7:1; Rom 12:1-2; 2 Tim 2:19; 1 Jn 3:1-3. Paul prayed that Christ might be formed in the Galatian Believers, Gal 4:19, so it may help to think of the continuing growth in Christ-likeness as being like the growth into full humanity of the human embryo. Adam and Eve displayed God's image in an immature form. They marred that likeness by their accepting Satan's attractive alternative - instant independence - instead of continuing in obedient fellowship with God to grow towards an ever fuller likeness. Jesus Christ lived as man in the perfect image of God. He is indwelling us, and we are being renewed in His image as we seek the things that are above, Col 3;1-10. It starts on the basis of Jn 3:16, and aims at us being mature in Christ, Eph 4:13. We're transformed while we're beholding, by the renewing of our mind, 3:3; 5:7; Rom 12:1-2; 1 Cor 6:9-11; Eph 2:1-9; Titus 3:4-7. And the Traits that mark Christ's life are reproduced in us as the fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22-23. Beholding and being transformed is going on as we walk in newness of life, Rom 6:1-4. It will be completed with the transformation of the body, Rom 8:23; 1 Th 4:16; 1 Cor 15:35-54; Phil 3:21.

FROM GLORY TO/with ever increasing GLORY- As opposed to the fading Glory of the Old. An on-going process that follows the crisis of conversion. We see Stephen changed by his beholding so that in dying he spoke as Christ did in dying. From His Glory to our glory? Increasing Glory? 2 Th 1:10-12; Jude 24. God is glorified not in this-world things - cathedrals, large congregations etc, but in those who say they are Christians becoming Christ-like - an invisible, spiritual change that becomes visible, and is eternal, 4:17-18. 

BY THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD/from the Lord Who is the Spirit- It doesn't depend on the intensity of our thoughts or emotional involvement. Our personal effort, time and meditation are involved, but nevertheless it's primarily God's action, 4:4-6, fulfilling His purpose by means of the New Covenant. NIV is more probable than KJV. The Lord we know-experience is the Spirit. OR Even from the Lord who is the Spirit. The Lord is Spirit and life, Jn 4:24; 14:6, as are the words that reveal Him and His work, Jn 6:63. 

CHAPTER  4

4:1-18 God's Servant in relation to Himself

(Having contrasted the Old and New Covenants Paul now contrasts the Treasure of the Gospel and the frailty of its preachers. He has made the relationship of the preacher to hi Lord, and his hearers, clear. He now speaks of what it's like for the Preacher. See also 1:3-12.)

4:1 THEREFORE SEEING/since WE HAVE THIS MINISTRY- #3:7. The ministry as in 3:6-18. In the light of the glorious privileges of the New Covenant Paul shows how he conducts himself and why the Gospel isn't effective for some. AS WE HAVE RECEIVED/through God's MERCY- God's MERCY, in the New Covenant, took up Saul the persecutor and made him Paul the Apostle, 1 Cor 15:9-11; Gal 1:11-16; 1 Tim 1:12-17. So he went everywhere boldly proclaiming the Gospel that had saved him, 3:12; 1 Cor 1:17-25; Gal 6:14. God's mercy to him, and the Spirit-powered effectiveness of the new covenant, outweighed anything the enemy could throw at him. Unlike his opponents, Paul knows he is a sinner saved by the mercy of God, and bases his actions on the reality of the New Covenant, and the lasting Glory shared by its servants.

WE FAINT/do NOT lose heart- Enkakeo- To be weary, lose heart, become discouraged and give up. Older Mss have a related word that means much the same. Weariness and neglect of duty often go together, which is the opposite of proclaiming the Gospel honestly, fully, and boldly, 3:12; Rom 1:16; Gal 6:9. Paul had been pressured to the point of despair, 1:8, but God who called him in mercy had in mercy encouraged and strengthened him in all his weakness, 1:3-4; 12:7-9. His opponents dealt with men at the human level requiring them to do what they were able to do, urging them to act so as to be self-righteously proud. This appealed to human nature, and met little opposition from the God of this world. What Paul was required to do and urge on others, was to be dead to self/ crucified with Christ and responsive to the Spirit. This set aside the Law in whose name Christ had been crucified. Paul doesn't depend on his human ability, the appreciation of converts, or in human satisfaction in its outcomes. Cp 1 Tim 1:12-16.

4:2 We HAVE RENOUNCED- We carefully avoid. THE HIDDEN THINGS OF DISHONESTY/secret and shameful ways- The things people may do, but try to cover up. Whatever others do, 2:17, Paul is kept from such sinning by facing the realities of God's Glory and mercy in the new Covenant, Phil 3:7-14; 1 Th 2:3-7. Instead Grace drew him into fellowship with God, His eternal purposes, and service in proclaiming the Gospel. Paul in writing this gives his opponents, and the church, the chance to see themselves and actions as they really are. But that's a by-product of his honest proclaiming of the realities of the new Covenant and the conditions of service under it. God's servants may be tempted to act in underhand ways excusing themselves by saying the issue is important, God's honour being at stake. Paul rejects that Satanic lie, preferring the lion-like boldness that comes from a clear conscience in the sight of God and man, Prov 28:1. 

NOT WALKING/we do not use- We live, as we walk, a step at a time, in small choices, the end result being that we get somewhere, become some sort of person. In this case either an honest and reliable one, or a deceiver who by dealing in deceit, ends up deceiving himself. IN CRAFTINESS/deception- Panourgia- Pan- All. Ergon- Work. So, All-working in the sense of using all possible means to get what one wants. Used of Satan deceiving Eve, 11:3, and in 12:16; 1 Cor 3:19. 

NOR HANDLING THE WORD OF GOD DECEITFULLY/distort- Doloo- To use deceit, mix in worthless things, corrupt. Cp 2:17. Galen used it of people adulterating medicines. In 1 Corinthians Paul warned against the Greek Philosophy that was being mixed with the Gospel. Here, Pharisee Christians seem to have accused Paul of adulterating God's OT Word by not requiring Gentile converts to keep the Law. In fact THEY corrupted the Gospel by mixing into it the requirements and attitudes of the OT Law, making the New Covenant a mere extension of the old so that believers kept the law, but with greater ability to do so, thanks to a greater presence of the Spirit of God, etc. This was enslaving those who Christ had set free, 3:16-17, Gal 2:18-3:5 etc. Cp 1 Th 2:13-16. (See notes on Mt 5:17-19, in Matthew booklets, and The Law, the Lord &  Us booklet.)

BUT/on the contrary BY setting forth plainly THE TRUTH- Aletheia- Truth, adequately revealed- nothing forgotten or unnoticed. we commend OURSELVES- #3:1. TO EVERY MAN'S CONSCIENCE- #1:12. Paul proclaimed the TRUTH/ Gospel message openly, and lived it visibly in such a way that no one had any excuse to reject either the Gospel, or its messengers, Mt 5:16; 1 Pet 3:15-17. The "others" may carry commending letters and flattering reports of their past successes. But Paul is concerned with the nature of the New Covenant and its Gospel, and the fitness required of those who preach it. These are inseparable.

IN THE SIGHT OF GOD- Enopion- #2:17, 1 Cor 4:4. Paul lives and speaks in the sight of God, 5:10; 1 Cor 4:3-5. This marks Paul out from those who act in the sight of men, watching their faces, and adapting what they say to please them and get a favourable response. 1:12, 23; 2:17; Heb 4;13. Preachers can get a following by showing intellectual brilliance, eloquence, or showmanship, especially when it makes the audience feel good, and promises to get them what they want. Paul, and God's true servants, stand in God's presence and give people God's word, aiming at their consciences where the Spirit witnesses, so the hearers deal with God, and make responses to what they are learning of Him and His will, Rom 2:12-29, etc. 

4:3 IF OUR GOSPEL- Defined in Rom 1:16-17, etc, revealed to him, Gal 1:11, confirmed by Scripture, 1 Cor 15:1-5. BE HID/veiled- Christ had come, and removed the veil-barrier between God and man by establishing the New Covenant, making life and righteousness freely available. Paul was preaching this plainly and boldly. Yet many failed to respond to the Gospel, Ac 13:44-45; 18:5-6; 19:8-9. The Gospel won't always reach men's hearts, be received and bless them with life in Christ, 2:14-16. But we're to make every effort to ensure that nothing in our words, attitudes, lifestyle gives them an excuse to reject our witness. The Gospel of the Glory of God makes no sense to fleshly minds, because it offers nothing that fleshly minds want. It satisfies no self-indulgent desires and gives no ground for self-righteous pride. The Law of Moses as a way of guiding men into good deeds, and restraining them from bad ones, made much better sense to natural minds. It was something a man could DO, to be added up to his credit and earn some reward.

IT IS HID/veiled to those who are perishing- #2:15. Gospel rejectors are perishing in their unbelief, blinded by Satan, and moving cheerfully towards sharing his fate, eternally, Mt 25:41. There's no refuge in the abolished Old Covenant, Heb 10:8-27. 

4:4 THE GOD OF THIS WORLD/age- By trusting Satan and doing what he said, Adam treated him as "God." And, ever since, our lives are open to his manipulation. He offers mankind what they can be induced to want - poisoned good, enjoyed in dark ways, so they prefer darkness that allows them to believe what they're doing is good. The godless serve Satan as if he was God, and he blinds them to the fact that they are serving Him in pleasing themselves. Cp Deu 32:17; Ps 96:5; 1 Cor 10:20. The world lies in him, 1 Jn 5:19. Our Lord suffered with this world, took our place, putting himself under the power of this world's prince, Lk 22:53; Jn 12:31: 14:30, and broke the bands of sin and death for us, 1 Cor 15:20-26, 54-57; Col 2:13-15; Heb 2:14-15. God's patient mercy has not yet enforced this victory, as sinners are given the opportunity to repent, be forgiven and made new in Christ, 2 Pet 3:9. Other references to this Age are in Rom 8:18; 11:5; 12:2; 1 Cor 1:20; 2:6-8; 3:18; Gal 1:4; Eph 1:21; 2:2; 2 Tim 4:10; Titus 2:12. 

HAS BLINDED THE MINDS- Satan's grip is strong on man's intellectual pride that's blinded against spiritual truth and reality by imagining it knows better, Rom 1:22-25; 1 Cor 1:21; 8:1. He also keeps people in the dark by stirring them up to concentrate on what they WANT, not on what they really need, and God wants them to accept. Satan is permitted to act in this way because man, in his delegated sovereignty, has chosen to continue to be under Satan. Men reject the Gospel not only because they lack of spiritual capacity, but deliberately. Even though they're blinded by Satan they love the darkness he provides rather than the Light God offers in Christ, Jn 3:16-19. Satan also arranges distracting alternatives to God's will for Christians, 11:13-15. Those who take up errors, and those who oppose them, in the heat of their concern are blinded by their self-righteous anger, and dishonour God by taking up Satan's weapons of half-truths, slander, bitterness, etc. Those who see themselves as honouring God by claiming Salvation by a mere human decision, Covenant privileges by Christening their infants, or Kingdom privileges by claiming/demanding health and material blessing in the present life, are also blinded. 

OF THEM WHICH BELIEVE NOT/unbelievers- Apistos- Unbelieving, ANTI-believing. Those who respond negatively to God and the Gospel are unbelievers by choice as Israel was, Rom 10 & 11. Satan blinds, but men choose it, and God permits it as the rightful consequence of unbelief that opts for darkness. In the context Paul refers here to unbelieving JEWS such as he met in the synagogues, Rom 11:20, 23, who persecuted him, and, even if converted, continued to oppose the freedom of the New Covenant. But what he says is also true of Gentiles. 

LEST/so they cannot- Purpose and result. see THE LIGHT OF THE GLORIOUS/ glory of the GOSPEL OF CHRIST- Not just the Gospel of Jesus of Nazareth, good, wise and kind, but crucified. Many are willing to admire the life and death of Jesus, but close the book at the Cross, because that leaves them free to be as self-righteous as possible, with self still on the throne of their life. But the Gospel is of God the Son, Lord of Glory who became Jesus of Nazareth, and having died for our sins, rose again, and sits on His throne triumphant, before whose feet all must fall, Phil 2:10-11. It's as Lord of Glory that He saves, blesses, keeps, and transforms, 2:12; Rom 15:9; Phil 3:20-21. And as children of God it's when we set Him as Lord in our hearts, that His work prospers in us, 1 Pet 3:15. His Glory will be revealed when He comes in Judgment on unrepentant sinners, and shares His Glory with us, 2 Th 2:13-14. See Ac 22:11; 1 Cor 15:45-49. Paul heaps up words, to help us realise how great and wonderful the Lord and His Gospel is, and the consequences of our response to it.

WHO IS THE IMAGE OF GOD- #3:18. God's Glory is the way He exists and acts, not something external. Jesus as the perfect image of God reveals God and His Glory to us, Jn 1:14-18; 14:9; Phil 2:6-11; Col 1:15; Heb 1:2-3. Christ symbolised and spoken of in the OT and recorded in the Gospels enables people to see God, the invisible. SHOULD SHINE UNTO THEM- As in the physical world the sun is always shining - spiritually the clouds of sin, sorrow, folly, rebellion etc never stop Christ the light of the world from shining. But people can choose to stay where it's obscured by the clouds, enslaved by our sins, unwilling to break away from Satan and his destiny. 

4:5 FOR WE do NOT PREACH- Kerusso- A public proclamation, not something "Preachy." OURSELVES- #1:19- Don't preach about ourselves or show off what we are, have done, think, feel, etc. To do that its an insult to God, and destructive of His work, for preachers to use their position to display their ideas, and skills. Yet the Gospel must be seen to be relevant to real life, and supported by the speaker's own experience- "MY Gospel," Rom 15:18. Our Christian life and experience is FELLOWSHIP in which God's Work and our work are blended, Jn 14:16-26; Rom 8:1-17; 12:1-3; Phil 2:1-16; Col 1:26; 2:6-7; 3:1-17. Something of self, 5:16, will always be there in content, attitude, etc to be guarded against or repented of. And self in the hearers may view what we say, critically, and fail to hear Christ. (Billy Bray's pre-sermon comment "I hear you lot haven't the sense of my ducks - when I feed them they go for the grain and ignore the husks, but you look for things to criticise," is salutary.) 

BUT CHRIST JESUS THE/as LORD- Who Jesus is, what He has done, is doing, and will do. He manifests the eternal Glory, wisdom, power, and love of God, Rom 3:23-26; 5:17-21; 1 Cor 1:23-30. God had blessed Paul with the Gospel for him to pass on, Rom 1:14-17; Gal 1:16; 2:7. That Gospel proclaims we're all sinners, totally dependent on the Grace of God, in conversion, and in serving God after that, Gal 2:20; Eph 2:1-14. Jesus is Lord, sums up the Gospel, Rom 10:9; Col 2:6. 

AND OURSELVES as YOUR SERVANTS- Doulos- Bond-servants, slaves. In proclaiming the Gospel Paul isn't in business on his own account, but acts as a blood-bought slave of the Lord, 5:14-15; 1 Cor 2:2; 9:16-19. The promised perfect Servant of God, Christ, took this role, and the name Jesus now stands above all, Phil 2:7-11. He, as a humble slave, washed the disciples' feet, and appointed us to that role, Mk 10:42-45; Jn 13:3-17. In witnessing we're to adapt ourselves to meet the needs of others in every way, 1 Cor 9:19-23. Paul rejoices in being the slave of the Lord, Rom 1:1; Gal 1:10, and so committed to spend himself in His work as servant of His people, 12:12-15; 1 Pet 5:1-5. FOR JESUS' SAKE- Because of who Jesus is, what He has done, and to honour Him by making His work effective. Preachers are to be God's servants for His purposes and Glory, and servants of the hearers for their need and blessing. The Corinthians accepted preachers who lorded it over them, 11:20. But Paul served them not because they deserved it, but because Jesus was his Lord, and Example. Awareness that we're saved sinners totally dependent on God's mercy, being led in Christ's triumph, helps us to use ourselves to draw attention to Christ crucified and risen, rather than self-advertising pride, Phil 2:1-16.

4:6 GOD WHO COMMANDED THE LIGHT TO SHINE OUT OF DARKNESS- God's first recorded action in Creation launched it from the chaos of darkness and uselessness, on the path into beauty, order, and usefulness. This is echoed by God's intervention in Redemption where He personally reveals Himself that men might know Him, and have eternal life, Jn 17:3. Messiah was to bring LIGHT to the nations as well as to Israel Isa 49:1-6. This was beginning to be fulfilled, Acts 13:46-48. SHINED/made His light shine IN OUR HEARTS- Past tense. At Conversion God revealed Himself in our inner being, where we're free to be ourselves in dealing with Him, Jn 1:12-13; 3:6-16. (Yet we actively behold-reflect, 3:18.) For Paul's experience see Ac 26:13; Gal 1:15-16. The Gospel Paul preaches is the knowledge of God in Christ. In his witnessing God is saying Let there be light, and in Sovereign Grace He can burst through gaps in the clouds that surround sinners as He did at Paul's conversion, and they receive an inheritance with the saints in light, Col 1:12-14. Cp Ps 112:4; Isa 9:2-7; 42:1-6.

TO GIVE us THE LIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE- #2:14- The Light is KNOWLEDGE, involving some fellowship with and appreciation of Christ. As the person HEARS the message of the Gospel, God Himself intervenes by His Spirit, bringing Gospel Light to that person right where he can respond invisibly by the slightest inclination of his will - saying AMEN in his heart to God's promise which he has begun to understand, 1:20. By acting in Grace in shining into our hearts, God committed us to act on His behalf as agents by which He shines into the hearts of others, 5:18. The purpose of the light is to create and give knowledge, as in Paul's experience, Gal 1:15-16; Rom 9:16; 15:5-10, and this committed him/ commits us to reflect this light and to proclaim this Gospel, Eph 3:1-11; Phil 2:14-16. 

OF THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FACE OF [JESUS RT] CHRIST- To see someone's face their face must be towards us, and our face towards them. God's Face of loving concern for us is always towards us sinful humans, Jn 3:16. But it's only by His Grace providing the basis for the Gospel, His servants proclaiming the Gospel, Rom 10:13-15, and the convicting witnessing work of the Holy Spirit, Jn 16:7-14, that any of us are moved to turn to Christ and see His face - and allow the Light of that face to shine on our face and show us the road out of the dark. The Glory resides in Christ. In facing us He aims at sharing it with us, and so revealing the Father, and making us His children, Jn 1:12-14. This is why Paul preaches Christ, and expends himself on behalf of the Corinthian church and its members. 

4:7 BUT WE HAVE THIS TREASURE- The Glory of God has been revealed to us. The God of Glory has taken us up into His purposes, lives within us and manifests Himself through us. But in this life our human natures and physical bodies remain unchanged by the treasure that is now ours for eternity. So our enjoyment and use of it is limited by our physical, mental, emotional and psychological state and we look forward eagerly to the day when we leave that behind, 5:2; Rom 8:23; Phil 3:21.

IN EARTHEN VESSELS of clay- A pottery jar used for storage, OR clay lamp which holds the treasure of LIGHT, 4:6; Phil 2:15. 
The Glory of the Gospel New Covenant, contrasts sharply with the frailty and humiliation Paul and others experience as they preach it. Men might have expected God's servants spreading the knowledge of the Glory of God in Christ to live gloriously, but they follow the pattern of their Master who lived and died sacrificially. The Gospel IS Glorious, but its heralds don't follow the pattern of the impressive heralds of Imperial Rome, Mt 20:25. The Glory of God Himself is involved in the preaching, but this doesn't make the preacher LOOK gloriously triumphant, or FEEL that way. The light of our witness could be snuffed out by our death at any moment. Worse still it could be fouled by our yielding to some desire of our natural self, allurement of the World, or snare of Satan. Paul accepts their sneers at his not being an impressive person, 10:10. That human weakness doesn't hinder God's working is a constant theme, emphasised in 12:9. 

Paul takes up the harsh reality of human life, 1:8-10; 4:7-18, in present suffering. Unlike his opponents, he doesn't base his thinking on the OLD Covenant under which they imagined they had, by obedience, a claim on present blessings. Such claims sound well, but talk of triumphant Faith and living collapses at contact with reality, leaving no positive outcome. Pottery is easily broken, and cheaply replaced. As well as being subject to attack our bodies are inherently frail, as are our human natures. Our minds can become confused, our hearts corrupted, and our wills deceived or discouraged. And God has chosen the poor, and weak, not those who see themselves as good and great, to enjoy life in fellowship with Him, and to do His glorious work/ proclaim it to others, 1 Cor 1:26-31. (There always have been men too aware of their own cleverness to accept God's Word, and come to know God its author, Jer 9:23-24; Rom 1:19-23, etc.) While clay pots were used in making some OT sacrifices they were so cheaply produced that, unlike vessels made of stone, bronze, etc they were simply broken and thrown away if they became defiled, Lev 11:32-33.

THAT THE EXCELLENCY OF THE/to show that this all-surpassing POWER is from GOD AND NOT from US- Cp Gideon's experience, Judges 7. As we're weak and ordinary it's obvious that it isn't US who can change people's lives, and bless them. It's God Himself they must deal with, and who is able and eager to bless them. The more a Preacher shows off his gifts/ skills the less likely his preaching will awake in men's hearts a hunger for the only eternal Treasure, Christ crucified and risen. Hearers will admire the preacher, and wish to have his position and power rather than his Saviour and Lord. A striking picture frame, draws attention away from the picture. God's servants may need heartbreaking experiences, or a conscious awareness of their weakness in order to serve Him effectively. 

  Nothing this world values could be expected from Paul's resources. God’s servants are sent out as sheep among wolves Lk 10:3, unable to protect themselves from humiliation and suffering! That they survived and persisted in preaching showed they had a strong Shepherd. Only God's sovereign Grace can accomplish His work, and in His will the disciplines of life and human weakness drive us to depend on Him, 1:8; 12:9. So Paul humbled himself by doing manual work, which Greeks despised. And God allowed him to be humbled by criticism and opposition from Christians, thanklessness from converts, and constant persecution from his own Jewish people. God in Paul made it obvious to all who saw his manner of life, that the Gospel was not what any man would have thought up, as proclaiming it was so obviously no way to achieve the admiration of others, self esteem, wealth, material possessions or comforts.

4:8-9 WE ARE TROUBLED/hard pressed- #1:6. ON EVERY SIDE but NOT crushed- The pressure doesn't crush and destroy us or our usefulness. As He that is in us is the greatest of all, 1 Jn 4:4, we're like deep sea creatures who can live under tremendous external pressure. Paul lists what God's clay-vessel servants are sustained under. No one in their right mind would wish for such a life, so worldly Christians despised him and his message. The intruding Teachers at Corinth seem to have boasted that they demonstrated the kind of triumphant Christian living that was attractive to any natural person. Today many claim such successful living, and offer to teach others the skills that will enable them to be a triumphant success in their personal life, and in the service of God - with a visible life-style that will be the envy of their unsaved neighbours who as a result will easily be won to their Gospel - but also be disillusioned when they encounter reality later.

WE ARE PERPLEXED- Aporeo- A- Negative. Poros- A Way. We have no way out, so perplexed, faced with demands one can't meet, problems too hard for us. BUT NOT IN DESPAIR- In 1:8 he says he FELT that way, but under God's grace and the prayers of others the way opened again. 

PERSECUTED- Hunted violently and persistently from town to town, Lystra to Derbe, Thessalonica to Berea, at Jerusalem, etc, Ac 14:19; 17:5-14; 23:12. The Lord said it was grounds for rejoicing, Mt 5:11. BUT NOT FORSAKEN/ abandoned- God is always with us as our Helper, 1:3, Saviour and Lord. The Lord was forsaken by His own, Mt 26:56. And in taking the place of sinful mankind, He was forsaken by God, Mk 15:34. But He will never forsake us, Mt 28:20; Rom 8:35; Heb 13:5. Cp Gen 28:15.

CAST/struck DOWN- Physically, emotionally, or made to feel Spiritually depressed and helpless. BUT NOT DESTROYED- #2:15- Still able to get up and go on with God in His work. Paul's life was safely hidden with Christ in God, Col 3:3. When God's servant is knocked down for the last time his life has ended in triumph, 5:1-8; 1 Cor 15:42-49; Jude 24. As Paul works with God he knows that the enemies are powerful and can greatly injure him and God's work, but God triumphs and so does the work of God, Mt 16:18. As long as he is needed for that work he will survive to get it done, Phil 1:21-26. That Paul is a vulnerable jar of clay is obvious in his life, as is the fact that God chose him and is showing His saving power in the gospel through him. As he continually places himself in God's hands God answers his prayers by showing through him His power to deliver His servant and use him in further places and ways. Cp 12:8-10.

4:10 We ALWAYS carry around in our BODY- Our embodied self, our human life and nature. THE DYING/death- Nekrosis- The process leading to death. Not Thanatos- The state of death, but OF THE LORD JESUS- The Apostles, as the representatives of a Man crucified by the Romans at the request of the Jewish leadership, were always facing the risk of violent death, 11:23. Cp 1:5; 6:9; 13:4; Jn 15:20; Ac 14:19-20; Rom 8:36; 1 Cor 15:30; Gal 6:14; 1 Pet 2:21. The distresses of 4:8-9; 6:4-10; 11:23-29, show that ministry granted by Christ, and sustained by Him, is costly to the servant who gives himself to it. Using the name of Jesus without adding Christ or Lord in this passage, is a reminder that while human frailty is natural for us, the Lord of Glory chose to become human, and lived in obedient dependence on the Father, empowered by the Holy Spirit, as we are required to do. In our weakness and fear our Lord reveals Himself to us as in His human frailty as the crucified Jesus, Jn 20:19-20: He is our ever-present, available-to-be-called-to-our-side guide, comforter, strengthener, encourager, 1:3-4, and fully sympathetic High Priest, Heb 4:14-16. The disciple in step with his Master, Mt 10:24, reflects his Lord, and by the way he lives makes the Gospel credible. 

  Demonstrating Christ's once-and-for-all dying, Rom 6:1-11, was part of the treasure Paul was carrying. Beyond the physical experiences that were shortening his life and might end it at any time is the spiritual surrender of his will to God's will - his interests to those of his Lord. Always, wherever he goes, Paul carries in himself not only the treasure of the Gospel, but the self-sacrificial LOVE, dying to self for the sake of others, that marked the life of Jesus of Nazareth, and is the essence of Christianity, Rom 12:1-2; Gal 2:20. Only the crucified-with-Christ preacher can be fully bold in preaching Christ crucified, 1:5; Lk 9:22-26; Gal 2:20. Only fellowship with Christ in His suffering and death makes it possible to share His risen life and power in preaching, Phil 3:8-11. And there's a cost in being a holy person in an unholy world, a loving person in a cruel world, etc. 

so THAT THE LIFE ALSO OF JESUS MIGHT BE MADE MANIFEST/ revealed IN OUR BODY- Martyrdom was never the purpose of Paul's dangerous lifestyle. He, and we, are to fix our eyes on Jesus, and accept His attitude towards the sufferings of life, Heb 12:2. The Gospels speak often of the Disciples of Jesus, and Acts refers to Christians as Disciples. The Epistles refer to us as Saints, and usually add Christ or Lord to the name Jesus. So it seems we should think of ourselves first of all as Saints - people set apart by God in sovereign grace, to live in fellowship with their Lord, 6:14-7:1, and on that basis be and act as Disciples of Jesus who follow Him and learn to be like Him. That liberal, nominal Christians too casually refer to Him as JESUS, as if He were a mere man, should warn us that for anyone to set out to follow/ live like Jesus, in their own strength, is insolent folly. But it's also folly to set out to live as a saint of God on earth, and ignore the fact that the Lord has demonstrated that life, as recorded for us in the Gospels. He has commanded us to make disciples, Mt 28:19, as Paul did, Acts 14:20-22, and in order to do that we must BE disciples - people are to follow our lifestyle as we follow Christ, 1 Cor 11:1. 

  JESUS is His Name as Son of Man, the pattern of God-ordained human life. He LIVED as Jesus, died as CHRIST and rose as LORD. His role as Christ and Lord isn't ours, but when Jesus is manifested in our living and dying, CHRIST is exalted, as the fruit of His work is displayed in us, Phil 1:20. He lives in us so that those around may see something of Him in us and our witness, Jn 15:9-10; 17:18-23. The life of Jesus as a man vulnerable to death displayed God's power and glory, and Paul lives in fellowship with Him, 13:3. 

  The result of putting self to death and enthroning Christ as Lord in our heart is a life that manifests the life of Jesus, 12:9; Jn 12:24; Phil 3:10. And finally and fully the present process, 3:18, will lead to our being manifest in His likeness at his Coming, Phil 3:21;1 Jn 3:1-2. The world should see something of the fact that Christ died for our sins, and was raised again for our justification by the responses we make to the pressures of life. That while they're real, they're far less important than the wonder provided in the Gospel, that we're becoming what God intended mankind to be - His chosen/ freely-choosing sons and daughters in fellowship with the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us. Those privileged to have seen the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, who have committed themselves to share in that Glory with Him for ever, 4:6; Gal 2:20. 

4:11 FOR WE WHICH are alive- As long as we are living here, 1 Th 4:17. ARE ALWAYS DELIVERED UNTO/being given over to DEATH- Thanatos. Always running the risk of physical Death in order to do His will. This is part of the surrender of our right to please ourselves, express ourselves independently of fellowship with Christ our Creator and Redeemer, Rom 12:1-3; 1 Cor 9:19-27. Paul cheerfully faces death, 5:4, but he's not hurrying to it although it will be gain, Phil 1:21. Paul didn't CHOOSE of himself to live such a painful and risky life as a foolhardy person might. It was basic to his role as an Apostle, as God told him from the first, Acts 9:16. This marked him as a true disciple and Apostle of the Lord, Jn 15:16-19, etc. Cp the Lord's servant role in Isa 52 - 53; Lk 22:27. The Lord was handed over by Judas to the High Priest, and then to Pilate, but as the Good Shepherd He also gave Himself up in fulfilment of God's plan of salvation, Jn 10:18. His servants also volunteer to be handed over to death in the Lord's service, Gal 2:20. 

FOR JESUS' SAKE- Not for the benefit of Jesus, but on account of Jesus, because of His work and purposes, Rom 8:36. Cp Phil 2:30. To live for Jesus meant sharing His suffering and triumph, 1 Cor 4:9, with his eyes on Jesus, and on the joy ahead, Heb 12:2-3. Suffering and death have no value in themselves but glorify God when experienced in association with Christ and His work.

THAT THE LIFE ALSO OF JESUS- The Pre-Calvary life of Jesus provides the pattern, for the life that's to be displayed in us, but His Risen life provides the power by His indwelling presence. MIGHT BE MADE MANIFEST/revealed IN OUR MORTAL- Liable-to-Death. body- The reality of Paul's Apostleship wasn't always seen in outward triumphs, and never in deference and material support demanded by him and granted by others, but in his willingness to die to self, Rom 6:12, and risk physical death. Whether we realised it or not at the time, receiving Christ as our Saviour was like cutting down the stock of a wild tree, and grafting the beautiful and fruitful life of Christ on to it. Any growth from the old life "stock" must be cut back and the old, natural life counted dead so that the new grafted-in-life may flourish. 

   Paul is united with Christ, and in the measure he lives that way is freed from evil, 3:17; Rom 6:11; Gal 2:19-20. Our Lord honoured the human body by living in one, and we in our bodies honour Him as we allow ourselves to be led by the Spirit, 3:17; Rom 8:14-19. To ill-treat our body is a sin. To indulge our body is equally wrong. Our body is to be honoured and used honourably in Christ's service, and will be glorious in the life to come, adorned by those things done in it to the Glory of God in this life, 5:10; 1 Cor 15:35-49; Eph 4:13; Phil 3:21. When we suffer in Christ it's not an accident or a punishment for our lack of faith to claim deliverance from it. It's part of the outworking of the GOOD - God's eternal purpose for us to be like Christ. (Christ Himself despised the cross, with His eye on the Glory of providing salvation for us, the salvation which Paul had claimed and was living out, Rom 8:29; Phil 2:1-16; Heb 12:2-3.)

4:12 SO DEATH is at work IN US- From the first the Apostles preached under the threat of death, Acts 5:33. All who will live Godly suffer for doing so, 2 Tim 3:12. But this is only the external aspect of taking up one's Cross, denying self, counting oneself dead to the old nature, being crucified with Christ and living by obedient Faith in Him, Lk 9:23-24; Rom 6:10-14; Gal 2:20. Paul faced different situations from ours, but the inward working of death is true of every saved-sinner-saint as we put the interests of others before our own, Phil 2:1-15.

BUT LIFE is at work IN YOU- They were ALIVE in Christ, as the result of Paul's sacrificial willingness to be dead to selfish interests, and risk death itself by evangelising. We're told to pray for deliverance from evil, Mt 6:13, but may be required to do God's work in weakness, humiliation, and suffering, 12:8-10, so those we serve see Christ in us and gain the maximum benefit, and to fit us to share His Glory in due course, 2 Tim 2:12. Paul lived and preached the sacrificial love of God for the Corinthian believers, and he is challenging them to let Christ manifest in them a mighty harvest from His "Grain of wheat dying," Jn 12:24. Cp Peter's suffering and joy in Acts 5:41, echoed in those converted through it, 1 Pet 1:6-9. The Lord's death brought life to us, so there is a rightness in life for others coming from our invisible dying to self – and that dying is an aspect of our being part of Christ's triumphal procession, 2:14. God had used Paul's preaching Christ crucified, in unadorned words, to bring them to faith, 1 Cor 1:17-2:5. A Paul who paraded himself and demanded to be supported in comfort while he prepared his weekly sermon would have won few converts. But now the church was established, Corinth was providing a good living for such. Many were eager to be their teachers, now they were grown up Christians. Only Paul had endured what was involved in being in a sense their spiritual father, 1 Cor 4:14-16. 

4:13  HAVING/with that SAME SPIRIT OF FAITH- #1:24. The same attitude of reliance on God. AS IT IS WRITTEN I BELIEVED AND THEREFORE HAVE I SPOKEN- LXX Ps 116:10. Our Bibles follow the Hebrew in which the writer expresses despair at the unreliability of men. But the Psalm as a whole expresses an experience similar to Paul's. In deep distress he cried "O Lord save me," Ps 116:1-4. The Lord, who cares for those who trust him, delivered him so he could continue to walk with the Lord, although men told lies about him, 116:5-11. So he would publicly express his debt to the Lord, and live to His glory, Ps 116:12-19. This fits Paul's situation in 1:8-10, and what he has been doing since. Paul has given us a sharp contrast between the condemning verdict of the Old Covenant, All have sinned and the liberating verdict of the NEW being justified freely, Rom 3:23-24. But the similarity between Paul’s experience and that of the writer of Ps 116 reminds us that in all ages what God reveals in Grace is to be received by Faith, and acted on, Rom 4:13-25; Gal 3:6-4:7, etc. The physical, visible experiences recorded in the OT are in a setting that is outworn and replaced, but are object lessons which can teach us spiritual truth and principles, Rom 15:4; Heb 8:1-10:31, etc.

WE ALSO BELIEVE AND THEREFORE SPEAK- God has given Paul the Gospel to preach. Paul believes it, and in obedient trust in God the Giver, lives by it and proclaims it. Living it involves fellowship with His Lord, dying to self and being alive to God, Gal 2:20. Proclaiming it involves constant opposition from Christ-rejectors, Jn 15:17-16:3. This results in the sufferings listed in this Epistle, and the experience of the Lord's comfort and deliverance, 1:3-11. Paul explains his actions to encourage the Corinthian Christians, and all who read this letter, to join him in rejoicing in the Lord and His Glorious provision for sinful men. What he preaches comes from faith, and it aims to produce such faith in hearers who will in turn be expected to pass on its truths to produce the next generation of believers and speakers. What we believe must be spoken, 1 Cor 9:16-27. 

4:14 Because we know- #1:7. the One who RAISED UP THE LORD JESUS- The foundation of the Gospel new Covenant, Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 15:1-11. will RAISE US UP ALSO with JESUS- Jesus has been raised ONCE and forever. We who live in fellowship with the Risen Christ, die in fellowship with Him, and will in due course in fellowship WITH, (Not merely BY, in the older Mss) Him be raised to share His life and Joy forever, Rom 6:5; 8:11; 1 Cor 6:14; 15:22-23; 1 Th 4:16-18; 5:10. Again Paul uses the human name Jesus, associated with us humans/what He gained for us, Rev 1:5. Already we stand with Him in an invisible sense, Rom 6:3-4; Eph 2:5-7; Col 2:13; 3:1-17. The sum of the whole New Creation is in God's beloved Son in whom we are accepted, Eph 1:6, justified, sanctified, glorified, Rom 8:30. 

SHALL PRESENT US in His presence- As in Christ PRESENTING the church as a bride to Himself, Eph 5:27. Paul is confident in the promised outcome beyond trials and opportunities of service, 5:10; Rom 14:10; Col 1:22, 28; 1 Th 5:23-24; Jude 24. The Christian's destiny is to be with the Lord Jesus. His responsibility is to live with that in mind, as a witness, Mt 5:16; 10:32; and servant, 5:10; Mt 25:20-23; 2 Pet 1:1-11. WITH YOU- The bond between Paul and the Corinthians, will continue and be mutual joy in God when what they have shared to God's glory, invisibly in this life, will be made visible, 1:5-7, 21; 2:3; Phil 2:14-18; 1 Th 2:19-20.

4:15 FOR ALL THINGS/this- In the preceding verses. ARE FOR YOUR benefit- As in 1:6; 4:5; 5:13. What Christ has done was done for the benefit of ALL Believers. And in fellowship with Christ what Paul has done, and preached, had in mind their blessing. The statement is cryptic, but clearly Paul's suffering and future reward are not just personal concerns of his. They're an expression of his concern for their welfare, now and eternally, 7:3. What he did for Jesus sake, 4:5, 11, was also done for their sake. Our salvation depends solely on the once-and-for-all atoning death of Christ. Yet, in His sovereign will, His servants are given the privilege of standing with their Lord sacrificially in order to bring the knowledge of Him/His Glory to others at cost to themselves and stand with him in the consequent joy and Glory. After his sufferings, recorded in Acts 16-17-18, for their sakes he came to Corinth to preach the Gospel in conscious weakness, and deliberate humility, 1 Cor 2:1-5.

THAT THE ABUNDANT/which is reaching more and more people GRACE- #1:2 Grace shown in the provision of Salvation as a Gift received in Faith, and enjoyed. Grace shown in Paul's conversion, call, and service, Rom 1:5; 1 Cor 3:10; 15:9-10; Gal 2:9. Grace shown also in his willingness to suffer and work, 4:7-12. Grace abounds in quantity by the number of saved people growing as the Gospel spreads and wins converts who in turn become witnesses to God's Grace. Grace may abound also in the Believers as they gain a deeper realisation of the wonder of God's grace, and their total dependence on it, rather than on their own wisdom, etc. Increasing awareness of God's Grace to us moves us to deeper, continuing thanksgiving, that moves us to fulfil our responsibility to witness and evangelise, Rom 15:14-29; 1 Cor 9:19-26, so Paul wishes to enlist their help in reaching out with the Gospel, 10:15-16.

May cause THANKSGIVING - Eucharistia- Gratitude, thankfulness, giving thanks. Our response to the Grace- Charis we enjoy. OF MANY overflow TO THE GLORY OF GOD- In 1:11 thanksgiving abounds from answered prayer, and the grace of God experienced. Here the thanksgiving arises as Grace triumphs in the preaching of the Gospel. Paul brushed aside his sufferings, and their criticising him, as he was aware he was caught up in something so good, great, and glorious that he couldn't be silent even in the face of death, Rom 1:16-17; 15:5-6; 1 Cor 6:20; 10:31. The responsiveness of our hearers to our presenting the Gospel may well reflect the degree of thankful satisfaction of our hearts in relation to the Lord. Lord save us from needless loss of Glory to you from our failing to delight ourselves in You, Ps 37:3-4.

4:16 FOR WHICH CAUSE- Because of the Resurrection of Christ and the wonder of God's Grace to Him in the Risen Christ, and through him to those converted as he preached the Gospel to others. WE do NOT lose heart- #4:1. Paul is expressing his own experience, as the reality for all believers. God's grace started Paul on his life as God's servant, and keeps him going in it in spite of hardship and the attitudes they have shown, 1:17, 23-2:4; 3:1; 6:11-13; 7:2-5; 10:1-2, 10; 11:6-11, 16-21; 12:11-21. As in 4:1 Paul is kept from discouragement by the knowledge of what God was doing in him, and through him. - the daily experience which along with the future glory he shared with the Lord and with the Corinthians and all Believers. 

THOUGH OUR OUTWARD MAN PERISH/outwardly we are wasting away- Through being God's servant his enjoyment of life is lessened by persecution, and life itself shortened. Beyond that, as a member of a fallen race, his body with its senses and powers of mind, heart, and will are moving towards senility, and death. Aging is a sad business for those who are interested only in this life, this world. 

YET THE INWARD MAN/inwardly- In which we, Male and Female, were made in the image of God, Gen 1:27. Our inner man is being recreated in the image of Christ Jesus, 3:18; 5:17; Rom 8:29; Gal 4:19; Eph 4:22-24; Col 3:1-10; Heb 2:10, etc. This is going on within our unchanged outward man, in an unchanged world, until the redemption of the body, Rom 8:18-25. Our New man is inseparable from Christ, Gal 2:20; Phil 1:21. What Paul experienced is relevant to us all as God's children and servants, with new natures given through the Holy Spirit, 3:18; 5:17; Jn 3:6; Eph 3:16. In 1 Cor 15:35-57 Paul uses the contrast of the new life springing in resurrection from the old life buried. Something similar happens invisibly in our present dying to self and living to God, Rom 6:1-14, though that's better illustrated by a good rose or apple grafted on to wild briar or apple stock. Or the Cicada nymph spending dark years underground living in its "outer man" husk and in due course escaping from it to emerge in life, joy, and beauty. The sad dying of natural desires and powers with aging may be used to aid our growth in Christ-likeness.

we are being RENEWED DAY BY DAY- Anakainoo To make new in character- Ana- again, Kainos New in Character. To be born again is to begin being made new and different - made like Christ. We retain our identity in the changes involved in bodily decay and spiritual renewal, and that will be so in the total change to come. P seed and plant, 1 Cor 15:36-38. In Rom 12:2 it's intellectual/ moral renewal. Our lifestyle and relationships in Col 3:1-17. Here it's our spiritual existence begun at conversion, Titus 3:5, that is maintained by contact with the Lord, and kept moving towards its goal, as in 3:18; 2 Pet 1:3-11. Cp Ps 17:15.

4:17 FOR OUR LIGHT AFFLICTION/troubles- #1:4. This shocks us. As a human experience it was heavy beyond bearing in 1:8, yet with the Lord's comforting strengthening, and when viewed in relation to the eternal consequences, Paul saw it as light, Rom 8:17-23. WHICH IS BUT FOR A MOMENT/momentary- less than 100 years, as against eternity.

WORKETH/are achieving FOR US- Katergazomai- To work fully, finish. Its end result will be A FAR MORE EXCEEDING AND ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY/that outweighs them all- In Hebrew Kabod means both weight and glory, so to Jews the two ideas were linked. So perhaps Paul is saying that what others see as a heavy burden borne for God, is a weight of Glory to be displayed in due course, with great joy, Phil 1:20-25; 3:8-11. The hard lessons of life are building our spiritual muscles, Jas 1:2-6, the good result being certain if living for God is our single-minded aim. Peter sees his converts rejoicing while being purified in the furnace of affliction, 1 Pet 1:3-9. Paul's vigorous, patient working in the face of weakness and violent opposition from enemies, and thankless criticism from converts at Corinth, is obviously not carried out in self-confident human ability, for selfish reward, 5:14-21; 1 Cor 15:9-10. 

  In the face of these robust responses to the Gospel - the same Faith and provision we share, 2 Pet 1:1-5, it's easy to see why our modern witness isn't turning our world upside down, Acts 17:6. The "Christian Outreach" of "Progressives," in the form of music, drama, welfare handouts, and counselling that helps people cope with the consequences of their sins and those of others, is far removed from NT Evangelism, in methods and results. The continuation of older methods by even the most earnest "Conservatives" - Tract distribution, Open Air preaching, Gospel meetings, door-to-door-visiting, is generally marked by routine rather than revival. EITHER are better than selfish indifference to a godless world and its misery, present and future. As we test our service for God against the standards Paul has been giving us, 13:5, we see that many of our attitudes and actions don't ring true to the New Covenant, the Gospel of Christ crucified, risen, glorified. We need to seek grace to repent of the self-centred, man-pleasing, humanism that taints us all, so He can show us the next step we can take in living in the Gospel, and proclaiming it. 

  How glad we can be that revival of God’s work under the New covenant depend on the Grace of God and the Power of His Spirit, Acts 1:8, into which we are to surrender ourselves in our weakness, Rom 8:1-17; 12:1-8. The Lord's assessments of Church situations in Revelation chapters 2 and 3, and demands for changes, give no magic formula for revival. But, whatever our church is like, If any man will.. assures us that as individuals we can go forward for God. From Paul we learn that the abundant Grace of God under the new Covenant means that when we put our frail resources at HIS disposal He uses it in His infinite Power, wisdom and love. 

4:18 So we fix our eyes- Skopeo- To take aim at. Skopos- A mark. We fix our attention on, concentrate on. It's not a mystical thing. It's used of being on guard against temptation, Gal 6:1, orienting our conduct, Phil 3:17, guarding against divisive trouble-makers, Rom 16:17, caring for the interests of others, Phil 2:4.

NOT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE/what is SEEN- The things visible to our eyes that register on our senses. Paul means the visible loss or gain to himself of being loyal to the Lord. It’s not just the contrast between earthly and heavenly pleasures, although that contrast must also be faced. We're in a race, not for the pleasure running gives, or the applause of admirers, but with our eye on the Master's WELL DONE… , Mt 25:21; 1 Cor 9:24-27. If we set our gaze on the visible we become discouraged and give up, Ps 73:16-17. If we spend more time fixing our eyes on the TV screen than on God's Word we'll soon lose desire and capacity for Bible Study. Both cultivate our taste and become cultivated tastes. (For weary moods we do well to provide relaxing books, videos etc that strengthen in us an appreciation of God's Creation, decent human life, etc Phil 4:8.)

BUT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN/unseen- The Spiritual realities of which we are only vaguely aware until enlightened by the Spirit of God, 1 Cor 2:1-16. We have now sampled them, and are committed to them, having received Christ, and been Born of the Spirit, Jn 1:12-13; 3:1-16. He lives in us, empowers, guides and assures us we are God's children, Rom 8:1-17. He writes Christ on our hearts, reveals Christ to us from the Scriptures, 2 Pet 1:19-20; 1 Jn 2:21, and transforms us, 3:3, 18; 4:5-7. In that way, God, although invisible, not registering on our senses, makes Himself, and His glorious will, real to His people, Heb 11:27, as we fix our eyes on our Lord, Heb 12:2-3. 

FOR what is SEEN is temporary- The world experienced by our senses, is in rebellion awaiting God's Judgment, 2 Pet 3:12-15. The faults in our body and in society, remind us of this, and help us to long for the day when the Lord will make us, and all things, new, 5:2; Rom 8:21; 2 Pet 3:13. Those who see Glory as possible in this life, do so only by defining it in fleshly terms, Phil 3:19. 

What is unseen is ETERNAL- We've been sealed for them and given a foretaste of them, 1:22. Their fullness will be ours in a future day, Rom 8:3-25, 29-30; Phil 3:20-21. As earthly things fail, the Godly find God and the things of God become more real to them, by Grace, and the working of the Spirit. Under the New Covenant human weakness and failure are already the dark backdrop against which the spiritual and future glories are shown up more clearly, and brightly, so Paul can glory in his every weakness and inability, 12:9. Weakness and death are inescapable, but Christ has defeated death and in Him resurrection to life is triumphant and eternal. Paul is making statements of fact, drawn from personal experience, in fellowship with his Lord. These contrast with his opponents, who in today's terms would be offering to sell us their secret for achieving a visibly successful life in Christian service! God's high purposes for man are in Christ crucified, Heb 2:9. He urges us to look to Him, Heb 12:2. 

APPENDIX - The OLD Covenant & the NEW Testament

(The subject is dealt with more fully in a booklet entitled God's Law, the Lord, & Us)

BERITH is the OT word for a Covenant or agreement entered into by two parties, often with penalties if it was broken, as well as benefits if it was kept. God's Covenant with Abraham, and his descendants, Gen 17 required circumcision. At Sinai, Ex 19:1-9; 20:1-21, circumcision became a commitment to keep God's LAW. God promised LIFE to those who kept it, Lev 18:5, but, anyone who broke the covenant by disobedience was CURSED, Deu 27:26. This is the OLD COVENANT. (God's Covenant with Noah which freed men from fear of another flood, Gen 9, and with Abraham, Gen 12 & 15 were unconditional promises. Their blessings were enjoyed by believing what God said, and this set the pattern for the NEW TESTAMENT, Gal 3:6-9.)

DIATHEKE is the NT word for a WILL, a TESTAMENT distributing a person's property after his death, as he had decreed before dying. W. E. Vine says Diatheke  means primarily "a disposition of property by will, or otherwise. The experts in the Greek language, Moulton & Milligan, say Diatheke means “An arrangement made by one party with full power, which the other party can accept or reject, but cannot alter,". There is continuity between the two words, LXX translates Berith as Diatheke, as does Heb 8:9. But there are contrasts as well. Both involved death, the Old Covenant- Berith, was made solemnly binding by the death of animals. Christ's death made the New Testament actionable, and provided the Salvation it distributed, Heb 9:15-17. 

Both Old and New covenants involved two parties. But, under the Old, human failure to keep its side of the contract not only nullified the contract's promised blessing, but brought a curse on the contract breaker, Gal 3:10. The New provides life and salvation as a gift-inheritance which can be refused or received. Even when the gift has been received, failure to use the gift of life well grieves the Holy Spirit, disgraces the Name of Christ, and renders the life unfruitful so the Christian enters heaven as an escapee from a burning house, 1 Cor 3:11-15. BUT IN NO SENSE IS IT EVER A CURSE.

The Old was marked by a visible external sign, the person circumcised having no say in the matter, Gen 17. The New is written by the Spirit of God invisibly, internally, on the hearts and minds of those who choose to respond to the Gospel by receiving Christ, Jn 1:12, and believing in Him, Jn 3:16. Jewish boy babies were circumcised AFTER they were born. The "Circumcision" Christ gives to mark His own, Col 2:9-15, is their being "Born Again/born of the Spirit" into God's family, Jn 1:12-13; 3:5-5; Gal 4:1-7; Col 1:27. And baptised in the Spirit, 1 Cor 12:13 into Christ, Gal 3:27. The OUTWARD/visible sign of Christian Faith and admission to Christian fellowship, water baptism, COMES AFTER their being born into that new life, and without that it's an empty sham 

Both covenants were God-given, and came with Glory, but the Old was Temporary, and is now Katargeo- made inactive, stopped from functioning, abolished. The New is Final and Permanent, 3:11; Heb 8:13. Both were WRITTEN, but the old was written on stone, the New is written on Living hearts, 3:3. Both conveyed a message from God, but the old was in dead letters, veiled to men, and hardened their hearts. The New in the Life-giving Spirit of God, 3:6, is open to all who turn to the Lord, and transforms us into the Lord's image, 3:16-18; Gen 1:26.

Both covenants fulfilled God's purposes, but the purpose for the Old was to make sin and condemnation obvious, Rom 5:20, so a man saw the need to cast himself on God's Mercy offered through sacrifices. The purpose of the New is to give righteousness and life. Both involved a Mediator, but the Old had as mediator Moses, who died, as did the succession of High priests. The New has as Mediator Christ, who lives and intercedes in the power of an endless life. 

ARGUMENTS USED BY COMMENTATORS TO TRY TO EVADE THESE FACTS:

Evasion A. As God is UNCHANGING, His OT Covenant is in the NT renewed, amended and improved in Christ, but basically the same. But the unchanging God changes the terms He offers to men, Heb 10:7-9. The NEW Covenant-Testament is in Greek always Kainos- NEW and DIFFERENT. In LXX Jer 31:22 "a NEW thing on the earth," and Jer 31:31 a NEW Covenant, are both Kainos, as is Ex 1:8 a NEW, and different sort of King, who knew not Joseph. 3:11 says the Old Covenant has been Katargeo. All other times Katargeo is used in the NT are listed below - Check if it ever means "To be amended-improved." 3:7, 13, 14; Lk 13:7; Rom 3:3, 31; 4:14; 6:6; 7:2, 6; 1 Cor 1:28; 2:6; 6:13; 13:8, 10, 11; 15:24, 26; Gal 3:17; 5:4, 11; Eph 2:15; 2 Th 2:8; 2 Tim 1:10; Heb 2:14.

Evasion B. The Law is HOLY, GOOD and INTENDED TO GIVE LIFE, Rom 7:10-13, so it must have given Life, they say. And say it must be continued in a developed form as the NEW Covenant. But the effect on those who, like Paul, tried to live by it, was condemnation and despair. Rom 7 STARTS with the fact that it's only by the DEATH of the "Marriage UNION" relationship between us and the Law that we're free to enter the "Marriage UNION" with Christ. So the OLD and NEW Covenants are mutually exclusive. It goes on to say that the OFFSPRING produced by our relationship with the OLD husband - the LAW, was DEATH. The Offspring produced by our relationship with the NEW husband - Christ/the SPIRIT is fruit to God, Rom 7:4-5; Gal 5:22-23.

Because the Law is HOLY, it automatically condemns to death the sinner, so it condemns everyone. See Rom 3:23 for the verdicts of the Old - All have sinned. the New- The Gift of God is eternal life. The law is Holy, but never made anyone Holy. The only One who lived as man uncondemned by the Law was the Holy One Himself. When men know the Law that makes any sin deliberate and death-demanding - that's the negative half of God's plan of salvation, Rom 5:12-21; 7:13; 8:1-5; 10:4-11; Gal 3:10-14.

The Old Covenant Law was indeed GOOD, as perfect as an external Law could be, but no Law could give human nature either the desire, or ability, to continually please God. Christ/the Spirit in the heart under the New Covenant can and does, Rom 8:2-4; Gal 3:21-27: Phil 2:12-13. 

The Old Covenant offered LIFE by giving laws which if a man do he shall live in them, Lev 18:5; Gal 3:11-14. To alert a man to the fact that he has a Melanoma cancer so that he goes to a Surgeon to deal with it is in a sense "Life-giving." Christ alone can remove the cancer of sin, but in the OT Law showed the desperate need of salvation. It didn't mean DEATH if it drove men to offer sacrifices for sins, identifying with the animal's dying in their place, Lev 1:4; 3:2; 4:27-35. And if it moved them to mourn, asking God for mercy, on Atonement Day, Lev 23:28-30. These sacrifices served as "promises to Pay," debited to the account of Christ the Lamb of God. While it's true that in the OT the only basis for anyone to be right with God was by God's Grace, and the work of Christ, in fact all they knew and could make use of was the Physical Shadows of animal sacrifices and human priestly actions which pointed to and received their only value from Christ crucified. 

Evasion C. Christ said I came not to ABOLISH the Law, but to FULFIL it, Mt 5:17, so it can't be abolished, and must now be made effective. But the Lord FULFILLED the Law in several senses:

1. The OLD Covenant gave man rules by which he was required to regulate his external actions - a minimum demand. The Lord filled this out by showing that our being angry, or occupied with lustful thoughts was sinful, not merely acts of murder or adultery. This highlighted the need for a NEW way of dealing with Man and his sin. Note the effect on Paul, who had seen himself as blameless, Phil 3:6, until he realised what the 10th commandment required, Rom 7:7.

2. Christ's life showed the demands of the Moral Law could be met by a human and so were reasonable, and failure inexcusable, Rom 8:3. It also qualified Him as a blameless Sacrifice.

3. The Animal sacrifices ordained under the law could never take away sins, Heb 10:4, but they pointed to Christ's sacrifice. And Christ’s sacrifice took away the sin of the world, and made Salvation available to all, Jn 1:29. It dealt with all the sin and sins of all God's people in all ages, making them perfect for ever, Heb 10:10-14. All aspects of OT worship were shadows, foreshadowing Christ, and disappeared, having done their work, as Heb 8-10 makes clear. (Passover, 1 Cor 5:7, High priest, Heb 2:17; 4:14-5:10, etc, Mercy Seat, Rom 3:25; 1 Jn 2:2; 4;10, Sabbath rest, Heb 4:8-11, Veil, Heb 10:20, etc.) We have moved out of the shadows into the direct light of His invisible personal presence with us. As we gather at His Table that table proclaims the Lord's sacrificial death for us, and that each of us has received Him, and life through His death, Mt 26:28; Mk 14:24; Lk 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25.

That Christ didn’t come to CONDEMN the world, but to save it, Jn 3:17, does not mean that as a result of His 1st Coming, and men’s rejection of Him, He will not CONDEMN the unbelievers when He comes again in Judgment.

That Christ didn’t come to ABOLISH the Law, but to FULFIL it and establish its true place in God’s dealings with men, Gal 3:19-25, doesn’t mean that He would NEVER ABOLISH it and REPLACE it with the Gospel.

It was only AFTER the Lord Jesus Christ had FULFILLED the Law that He ABOLISHED its position as the way He dealt with His people, and as He had promised, Jer 31:31-34, He REPLACED it with the NEW and effective Covenant-Testament, Heb 8:7-13. Cp Rom 8:1-4; Gal 3:10-25.

Evasion D. By keeping the Law we show Love for our neighbour. But Rom 13:10 says the reverse, that when we act in love for our neighbour we're meeting the demands of the Law without trying to, Rom 8:2-4. It isn't by our attempts at Law-keeping that our Love of God and man develops, but by our receiving Christ, being born of the Spirit, who pours His love into our hearts, Rom 5:5, and enables us to look to the Lord and obey His command to love one another.

Evasion E. Only those who, like the Pharisees, misinterpret the Law and make it a way of establishing their self-righteousness, Rom 3:20, are condemned. But 2 Cor 3 is talking about the Covenant AS IT WAS GIVEN, as is Gal 3:17 in saying it can't over-ride the Promise, and Rom 5:20.

Evasion F. Only the CEREMONIAL Law is replaced and abolished. But 2 Cor 3 is speaking of the 10 commandments written on stone.

Evasion G. The Letter of the Old Covenant without the spirit kills - with the spirit it gives life. The Law condemned to death those whose circumcision and Law-obedience was physical only. It was life-giving to those who were circumcised in their hearts and loved God with all their hearts. But Rom 3:9-23  says there were NO PEOPLE, like that, and that there could be none. The law was a source of life, Deu 5:33, only to anyone who broke none of its commandments, Jas 2:8-11. So in fact it was life-giving only in that it pointed a man to his need for mercy so that he would claim mercy. Moses lamented that Israel was condemned as not yet having been given a heart to keep the law, Deu 29:4. Cp 9:6; 10:16; The Law says nothing about sincerity. Laws 2-9 deal with actions. Laws 1 and 10 deal with heart attitudes, and they were inevitably broken, Rom 7:7.

Evasion H. The Lord kept the Law, so we must keep it. But the Law was made for sinners, 1 Tim 1:9. It had no need or right to say to, Him Thou shalt not steal etc. He lived in perfect fellowship with God the Father in a way that was far above the level of the written Law. For those made righteous in Christ, and living in fellowship with Him, in modern terms, the Law was a "Baby Sitter/ Child Minder," and when we become God’s children the Law hands us over to our rightful parent, and has nothing more to say to us, Gal 3:24-25. We are adult sons, with no need to listen to rules laid down by our child-minder.

Evasion I. The LAW is SPIRITUAL, so must be permanent. But the Law is spiritual in that it came from God, and so showed up the carnality of everyone who attempted to keep it. So, as, the Lord Himself said, unless a man is born again/born of the SPIRIT, becomes a spiritual person indwelt by God the Holy Spirit, he cannot SEE the Kingdom of God, Jn 3:1-16. Those Israelites most faithful to the Old Covenant were the most conscious they were sinners - David, Acts 13:22/ Ps 51, Neh 1:4-11; Dan 9:1-19. And the most appreciative of God's mercy. Paul valued above all else being found in Christ and with the righteousness of Christ, Phil 3:8-9. 

Evasion J. The New Covenant wrote the statements of the Old Covenant on men's hearts. But it's Christ Himself who is in, and written on our hearts, a new thing that assures us of heaven, 3:3; Col 1:25-27. To have the words of the law within us would be of no more use than having to read them, UNLESS those laws were installed in a way that compelled men to live by them. And if so, men would be robotic slaves. God preferred to come into our hearts as a PERSON, God the Holy Spirit who generates a new life in each believer that is responsive to God. He assures us that we're God's child, and enables us to walk with God as responsible sons, Rom 8:14-16; Gal 4:6. He wins our consent, prompts us to respond, and enables us to do so, Phil 2:12-13. As we walk in fellowship with Him, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ sets us free from the law of sin and death - The Old Nature being declared dead on the Cross, Rom 8:1-12. The Old Covenant of Law, ceases to have any claims on us, Rom 7:1-6, freeing us to live as being married to Christ. When God made us a New Creation, 5:17, circumcision (Or christening) done with human hands is of no value, having been replaced by the Lord’s spiritual action in our inner being, Jn 3:2-8; 1 Cor 12:13; Col 2:9-15, and law-keeping became irrelevant.

Evasion K. We are the Israel of God, Gal 6:14-16, so the O. T. must all apply to us. We ARE the Israel of God in the sense that the PROMISE of righteousness granted to faith has become ours, Gal 3:1-9. But the Church is a NEW thing built by Christ, Mt 16:18, of Jews & Gentiles. The natural, national Israel, rejected, will one day be restored to blessing, and be a blessing to the world, Rom 11. 

E. Read, 17.2.97. This Revision (With the help of Mark Van Zoest) 25.7.05.

(Correction Criticism or Addition with a view to improvement is appreciated.)

Other booklets: 

Listening to the Lord:- Joshua; Judges; 1 & 2 Samuel; 1 & 2 Kings; Habakkuk, Ruth, Haggai; Matthew; Acts; Romans; 1 & 2 Corinthians; Galatians; Philippians, Colossians; 1 & 2 Thessalonians; 2 Peter & Jude; Revelation .

Looking to the Word:- Abortion Protests/Lessons from Sodom; Guidance; The Believer & Evil. Sickness, Health & Healing; The Law, the Lord & Us; Pre-Reformation Church History; A N Groves & the Brethren Movement (Reformation towards NT Church Practice.) God's Word in English - KJV etc. 

Copies of all these are available free from the writer: 

Mr. E. Read,

F2/55 Middleton Rd., 

Christchurch, 4. 

New Zealand.

Much of this material is available on "the Web" - http://www.linwoodbiblechapel.org.nz
FAX Messages sent to New Zealand 03 379 9990 will be passed on to me.

Please feel free to use any material from any of these booklets in any way to the glory of God.

� That letter had been written sharply in great distress at their lack of concern for right and wrong in doctrine or morality. They seemed to regard teaching in terms of its being interesting, and morality as a matter of freedom to choose for oneself. There may have been another letter, but 1 Corinthians fits well, Eg dealing with the scandal-maker of 1 Cor 5, having been disciplined and now repentant. 





� Jews understood redemption from the OT. The heathen were helped to understand what it meant to be redeemed by Christ by the fact that when a slave was freed the redemption price was given to the temple and they were counted as the property of the God" of that temple and could not be re-enslaved!





� God AND Father, may seem odd to us, but see Eph 1:17; 1 Pet 1:3; Rev 1:6. As Mediator the Son humbled Himself to become man, and, identifying Himself with us, could rightly say "Lo I come.. O God," Heb 10:7, "My God why..?" Mk 15:34, and having triumphed over death and made it possible for us to become God's children could rightly say "I ascend unto MY Father, who (because you are born again in me) is now YOUR Father," Jn 20:17. Taking us up into the holy relationship whose privileges He had laid aside so that He might share something of it with us who believe. So He has linked with Himself in Faith, and Sonship, everyone He has begotten in the Gospel, 1 Pet 1:3. 





� The Pharisees taught that God was moved to act by the prayers of the Righteous - especially of Abraham His friend. God is the source and cause of all good and blessing, and moves US to pray by pouring His loving concern into our hearts to lift up His children to share in His purposes, work and joys, Col 4:12-13. In praying we can't manipulate God's power to do what we want done. In prayer we confess our helplessness, and cast ourselves upon the mercy and aid of God. We cease to trust self, and seek to trust God, and exercise the high privilege of sonship-fellowship by asking our Father to intervene to save and bless, 1 Tim 2:1-6.





� As our conscience is conditioned by our upbringing in early childhood, when we're too young to notice, it's less than accurate. Paul's had moved him to persecute Christians, Ac 26:9. We need to bring it to the light of God's Word, in Prayer, Jn 3:21; Rom 12:1-2. Final judgment belongs to God, 1 Cor 4:2-5; 1 Jn 3:20, but it's wrong to go against our conscience, 1 Tim 1:19.





� The OT seal of the covenant, circumcision, was physical, done by human hands and decisions. The NT seal is spiritual, done invisibly by God Himself, Eph 1:13-14; Col 2:11-12. Receiving Christ and being born of God, Jn 1:12-13, is also being Born of the Spirit who comes into us as invisibly and powerfully as the wind, Jn 3:5-8. Our being indwelt by the Spirit, Rom 8:9-18 is the seal that marks God's commitment of Himself to us/our Salvation, and our being committed to Him. People don't know we're Christians by any visible badge or action, but the fruit of the Spirit in our lives shows it. (Later in church history when spiritual realities had been reduced to religious formalities water baptism was called a seal.) 





� Paul has shown that his relationship with God and them in Christ leaves no room for fickle, insincere behaviour - or grounds for charging him with it. That lies exist makes oaths relevant sometimes, so that even God is said to confirm His Word by an oath, Gen 22:16/ Heb 6:13; Ps 110:4/ Heb 7:21; Lk 1:73; Ac 2:30. The Lord condemned light, unnecessary oaths, and deceitful ones, Mt 5:34-37.





� Many Moderns argue that 1 Corinthians isn't severe enough to be so described, so there must have been a harsher letter. BUT, the subjects dealt with in 1 Cor. ARE serious enough: Factions quarrelling over leaders, rejection of the Gospel in favour of worldly wisdom, tolerance of sexual immorality, law-suits taken to heathen courts. Men boasting freedom to join in drunken, immoral feasts in idol temples. Disorder at the Lord's Table that had brought God's judgment in sickness and death to members. "Worship" that made visitors write them off as mad, denial of the resurrection.





� Modern Commentators suggest it refers to someone who had publicly opposed and insulted Paul during his "painful" visit. That would leave the case of the incestuous man unfinished, and the case dealt with here unstarted, except in imagination. And it would mean that Paul HAD been weak when present, run away, and sent a weighty letter demanding THEY discipline the offending man, 10:10. Commentators in the early church said it referred to the man of 1 Cor 5. Only Tertullian denied this. As a Montanist, he taught that the blood of Christ, 1 Jn 1:9, wasn't effective for post-baptism sins, so that man was damned. But Paul said the action of handing over to Satan, was so the man's spirit be SAVED, 1 Cor 5:5.





� The Arch of Titus in Rome has carved on it soldiers carrying the Golden Lamp stand, etc from the Jerusalem Temple as part of his "triumphal procession" celebrating the conquest of Judea.





� The heathen believed their gods fed on their burnt offerings, and in the Babylonian story of the flood the gods who had been starving were so hungry they crowded like flies on the first post-flood offering. But the OT record should not be read as meaning God loves the smell of burning meat. God has no such need, Ps 50:7-16; Ac 17:25. His pleasure in the offering was that the offerer was obeying/ honouring God at cost to himself in the sacrifice, which pledged an inward attitude by an outward obedience. And seeing the smoke of the offering ascending heavenward was a physical symbol to the offerer that the offering would be received by God.





� To some, Christians such Letters may be as unfamiliar as a Roman triumph. When I was young they were common, enabling the visitor to be welcomed confidently to the Lord's table, the fellowship of the Assembly, including hospitality, and asked to preach if the letter indicated he had that gift. It still has its value I believe. Modern ways are more casual, and many leave it to the visitor to choose his own level of fellowship. But that isn't a gain if his spiritual, social, or material needs are also treated casually.





� In the OT they knew nothing of Christ Crucified, but conviction of sin by Law drove them to make animal sacrifices, and mourn their sins on the Day of Atonement, Lev 23:29-30, casting themselves on God's mercy. This "covered sin" as "Promises to pay," drawn on the account of Christ crucified who alone could deal with sin. So, those who wished to, were able to live in fellowship with God, and write of their spiritual experiences, as in the Psalms. These make it clear that they experienced a relationship with God that has much in common with ours - but NOT Sonship and being born again, etc, Gal 3:23-4:7. They knew they were sinners, offered sacrifices, trusted God’s promise of forgivenness, but their consciences continued to trouble them, Heb 10:1-4;. 





� The contrast between Sinai and Calvary here is a matter of Death and Life. In Gal 4 it's a matter of serving God as slaves, or fellowshipping with Him in His work as sons, after conversion. In Rom 7:6 it's a matter of serving in the deadness of the letter, or the newness of the Spirit.





� As Barclay points out other veils hinder us hearing God speak in His Word - Prejudice, or wishful thinking that look only for items that support it. Failure to see Scripture as a whole. And most common, an unwillingness to understand commands which we don't want to obey. Just as the warmth of the sun melts wax and hardens pottery clay, so the Gospel of God’s love melts some hearts and hardens others. It’s the nature of the soil that determines what happens to the “Good Seed” sown in it, Mt 13.





� Opponents may have said Paul's Gospel message was veiled/ didn't make sense to them, didn't meet their felt needs, etc. But it was their hardened hearts that relied on their natural desires and this-world wisdom that prevented the Gospel message making sense to them. Paul, who had once been in the same situation, Gal 1:13-17, now explains that the problem is with the hearers who cling to the law as their sinful human nature prefers to deal with God at a safe distance- pay its dues, and be independent, rather than to be invaded and indwelt by a loving God and Saviour. The Pharisee Christians opposing Paul WERE veiling the Gospel by adjusting it to the OT covenant to win Jews/ escape persecution, Gal 6:12. Today some veil the Gospel by claiming they can bring their Christened infants into a Covenant Relationship with God. 





� We too can be guilty of wilful blindness, 2 Pet 1:9, against the truths of the gospel, by protecting areas of our life (thoughts, emotions, attitudes, and plans) from the Cross of Christ, Gal 2:20; Phil 3:18-19. While Believers who do this are saved and enter heaven, much of what they've spent their life on will go up in smoke, 1 Cor 3:12-15. 





� In the "Triumph" of Aemilius Paulus, 167 BC 750 pottery jars full of silver coins were carried by the Roman soldiers. 





� There is nothing selfish in the rewards earned by the actions of those who form the body of Christ. They are done here and now in response to His loving fellowship, and to His glory. They will be displayed as the Bridal clothes of the Church to the joy and glory of her Bridegroom, Rev 19:6-8. That by His great grace this is a possible outcome of all the ordinary actions of or lives – including what you and I are doing at this moment – moves us to awe, wonder, and worship. See 8:12; 1 Cor 15:58; Col 3:23-25; Rev 5:8-14.
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