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Booklet  3  -  Chapters 10 - 13

Paul's    MINISTRY   &   AUTHORITY    as  an    APOSTLE. 

(An example of a true servant of Christ under the New Covenant.)

I do not print the whole text of Scripture, but just enough to show what is being commented on. I do this deliberately, as it's most important that the reader have God's Word in their hands, and work from that, using what I have written to help them to gain a deeper understanding. 
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INTRODUCTION

As the tone of the letter changes at 10:1, some have suggested it's part of a different letter, the harsh letter referred to in 2:3-4; 7:8-12. But there is enough harsh rebuke in 1st Corinthians for it to be the letter referred to. In ALL the ancient Manuscripts, the epistle is found as one letter, as it is today. As noted in earlier booklets, the Corinthian church was divided into factions. So Paul in writing to them addresses one group at a time, one problem at a time, the tone changing with each change of subject. The ebb and flow of Paul's emotions and confidence as he does this shows that God's servants don't cease to be human. The break here is sharper than usual, as he is turning to confront the hard core of opposition.

While the same subjects occur in 2:14-7:4 they were dealt with mildly and hopefully there, knowing that the church as a whole had already made a positive response to his first letter, 7:7-16, and in chapters 1-9 he builds on this, confident that many of the believers had been disloyal only because misled. As he does so he reinforces the corrective lessons of the first Epistle, and strengthens their spiritual growth in Christ, by showing the blessed realities of life under the New Covenant, empowered by the Transforming Holy Spirit. The creative effect of the revelation of Christ, against the background of suffering. The assured future with Christ, beginning at the Bema, where we will give account of our service. The requirement for us to live as Sons and Daughters of God Almighty, etc. 

While chapters 1-9 could stand on their own as giving valuable teaching, they have also been step by step undercutting the false teaching which had been turning the Corinthians against the Gospel, and Paul its Preacher. He now turns and confronts the False Teachers (I'll refer to them as "FTs") who had invaded Corinth with a False Gospel, and done all they could to discredit Paul, and take over his work to their own advantage. Any Corinthians who support them are now warned to NOT stay supporters of such "Angel of Light" False Apostles.

The FTs were Hebrews - Aramaic-speaking Jews, 11:22. They falsified the Gospel, and the role of Christ, by placing them under the OLD Covenant, Ch 3, directing the Believers to Law-keeping. Not demanding circumcision as in Galatians, but turning them from direct dependence on Christ, 11:1-4. Some at Corinth had claimed to follow Peter, 1 Cor 1:12, but the error of most had been lax morality. Luther warned that people who repent of one error, may, like a drunken man who has fallen off a horse, remount only to fall off on the opposite side. It seems that Corinthian Christians had repented of their Greek sophisticated tolerance of bodily sins, and denial of the resurrection etc. Only to go to the opposite extreme and follow Pharisaic Jewish Christian teachers who demanded that all Christians live under the OLD Covenant. Sweetening this by claiming that they would then enjoy the this-world blessings promised in the OT - the life in the Kingdom offered by Jesus our Lord to the Jews if they would accept Him as Christ. In contrast to this "Gospel" of power and blessing in the present world, Paul constantly emphasises that it's the Gospel of CHRIST CRUCIFIED that he preaches, and by which he lives and suffers and triumphs.

At times Paul expresses his distress, anger, and concern that he has bottled up/ kept in the background until he had done all he could to win as many as possible back to the Gospel. Cp 1 Cor 9:19-23. This distressed frankness is intended to stir them up to take their stand on the Gospel Paul had brought them by which they had come to salvation. He wants them to put things right without his personal intervention. He prepared the way for the coming of Titus etc by Chapters 8-9. Now in 10-13 he is preparing the way for his own coming. His meeting head-on with the FTs has been in his mind from the beginning of the letter and what he has written already has set the stage for him to do so effectively by preparing the Corinthian Believers to take the right side/ right action against FTs.

His opponents had discredited Paul's Gospel and ridiculed his handling of it, saying he lacked credentials, gift, impressive presence, etc. Paul takes up the terms his opponents have used of him and uses them to exalt the Lord and His Gospel that triumphs amid human weakness 12:9, and doesn't depend on God's servant presenting himself as a model of successful living, and eloquence 1 Cor 2:1-5.

The reproofs are tempered with humility and humour. The harshness is directed towards the FTs, who, ignoring the realities of the Holy Spirit-empowered NEW Covenant, corrupt and undermine the Gospel by demanding obedience to OT Law. And they seem to have offered their followers "Successful Living" in the present world, ignoring the fact that Christ, though triumphant Lord of all, waits for men to repent, 2 Pet 3:8-9, so that as we work with Him towards this end, we both rejoice, and groan, with our eyes on the glory ahead, for which we are being prepared, Rom 8:12-25. **1

Whatever options WE may face, as at Corinth, individuals and churches must take responsibility for who they choose to follow. 

Footnote **1. See warnings of persecution in Mt 5:10-12; 10:16-39; Jn 15:18-20; 2 Tim 3:12, etc.

Chapter 10

10:1-18 DOING GOD'S WORK within God-Given Limits

10:1 NOW I PAUL MYSELF- An emphatic abrupt beginning. Cp Gal 5:2. BESEECH/appeal to YOU- #Parakaleo- Para= Beside, Kaleo= to Call. To call to one's side, so to beseech, exhort, give comfort, help, strengthen. Paul's words and actions have been challenged, so he answers personally, as an Apostle, expressing himself in fellowship with Christ who pleads with men. Cp Rom 12:1; 15:30; 1 Cor 1;10. Our Lord has granted to each Believer, Rom 14:4, and Assembly, direct responsibility to Him alone. Paul has taught them this, so he doesn't dictate to them. He speaks to them in the attitude in which his Lord came to this world, lived, died, rose again and ascended. This attitude is especially needed in situations where we face error, ingratitude, and slander, as Paul was. Not pushing them by demanding apologies, or instant obedience, but giving them time, so as to win their hearts and wills to Christ and His will, 2 Tim 2:23-26; Jas 3:17. 

BY THE MEEKNESS- #Praiotes- Reasonableness, fairness, gentle friendliness, was the natural sense of the Greek, but in NT it includes a realisation that God is entitled to act freely, and whatever happens we are to quietly trust and obey Him. Our Lord, conscious of the 12 legions of angels at His call, was meek, Mt 26:53. God's grace in us teaches us to trust God and accept that what He gives, or allows to happen to us, is good, and beneficial for the soul, even if unpleasant, Rom 8:28, so we're not to resent or resist it. As the infinite resources of God are on our side, and His will for us is always best, panic or violent responses to whatever happens are inappropriate. Meekness is the opposite of self-interest and self-assertiveness, so it keeps us from the extremes of reckless triumph and crippling despair, to which self preoccupation pushes us. 

AND GENTLENESS- #Epieikeia- Not merely gentleness, but the fair-minded moderation possible to those whose meek attitude refuses to take offence, become upset or angry when dealing with difficult people. And the Corinthian Believers WERE difficult - the Assembly was at a difficult stage. The majority seemed now to have responded favourably to Paul's first letter, appreciated him, and the truth of what he'd written, and were seeking to please God. But there were still enthusiasts and self-styled spiritual experts confident that their ideas were better than Paul's, ready to ridicule him and what he said - he quotes them here, and in 10:10.

It would have been easy for Paul to praise and encourage the Pro-Paul faction, 1 Cor 1:12, and attack the Anti-Paul faction, and get them expelled. Paul ignores their insults, Rom 12:17-19, and stands with his Lord appealing to them gently, Phil 4:5. Such Gentleness is, as the Lord's was, not a softening of the demands and standards of God's Gospel, but firmly committed to loyalty to God's revealed will. 

OF CHRIST- Christos- Anointed. The Lord Jesus is the Anointed SERVANT of God, to fulfil all God's purposes/ OT promises, Isa 42:1-8; 52:13-53:12; Mt 12:13-21. Paul speaks as he does because Christ on earth was meek and gentle, Zech 9:9; Mt 11:29; Phil 2:6-8. Those who serve Him are to follow their Servant-Lord, and not be proud, selfish and authoritarian, Lk 22:25-27. Paul models the Gospel he proclaims. Even his responses to their childish boasting and defiance, are intended to help them to realise how silly such words and attitudes are. In Christ he is big enough to write "Yes, I know what some of you are saying about me. If you insist on confronting me when I come, I'll be ready for that. But I'd sooner help you to realise the situation, repent, and put things right, rather than punish you." 

WHO IN PRESENCE/when face to face AM BASE/timid- #Tapeinos- Anything that doesn't rise from the ground, so lowly, humble, mild, cautious. He quotes his opponents who, seeing his unselfish, undemanding, servant-of-all-for-their-good, Christ-like behaviour argued that his humble behaviour showed that he was an unspiritual nobody, a coward, etc. In fact it rightly represented his Master, 1 Cor 2:1-5; 4:21; Gal 5:23; Eph 4:2; Col 3:12; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:25; Titus 3:2. He was content to live as an ordinary man/ clay vessel, 4:7. It was the Gospel treasure that he proclaimed, not using his position to display his giftedness or gain praise or payment. Both his diffidence and his confidence are seen in 12:1-10. The FTs despised him for this. He'd threatened stern action in 1 Cor 4:18-21, but during his painful visit he'd not so acted. It would have done no good in their mood at the time. He had taken the time to weigh things up, pray things up, and then, confident of the Lord's will, wrote positively and confidently. 

BEING ABSENT/when away AM BOLD TOWARD YOU- Speaking confidently and freely, as in 5:6-8; Heb 13:6. This was sincere boldness in the Lord, but their words had suggested it was a blustering attempt to bully them, like a cowardly dog who flees and then barks loudly at a safe distance. Paul uses irony because the situation WAS ironical. They saw meekness as weakness and the BOASTING of the parasitic FTs as a sign of their spiritual superiority - as if the church benefits from parasites, rather than from the Gospel seed sown by Paul. 

10:2 I MAY NOT have to BE BOLD WHEN I AM PRESENT/come- As Christ's Ambassador Paul pleads with them to repent and put things right so that he doesn't have to confront them. The Church is immature, unstable, lacking sound leadership, 1 Cor 16:15-16. Paul urges them to take responsibility before God to insist on the truth of the Gospel, and to live by it. The FTs, and their teaching, must be rejected or the progress and witness of the church will fail. But for PAUL to take over and do this, would be to treat them as children and inhibit their sense of responsibility. They need to learn to do without his presence. In 2:5-11; 7:1-16 we see they had begun to deal with the moral and doctrinal issues raised in 1 Corinthians. Now, he urges them to learn to act on his Epistle/God's word, in the Lord's presence, as we all must, so he doesn't have to confront them as he did Elymas, Acts 13:10-12.

WITH,, CONFIDENCE.. I THINK/expect- #Logizomai- To take an inventory, estimate, reckon. Making a reasoned decision on the basis of considering all the facts. We are responsible to do this with due regard to the most important fact of all - God, and His revealed will. TO BE BOLD AGAINST- The gentle Christ, Mt 11:29, was Bold at times, Mk 3:5. It's always best for a shepherd to draw the sheep to follow him, but having done so he needs to boldly drive off wolves etc. 

SOME people- Those who read his gentle meekness as cowardice and incompetence. Paul appeals to the Corinthians to separate themselves from such and so avoid any unpleasant consequences of Paul's intended forceful actions. WHICH THINK OF US/that we- #10:2. As according to THEIR reckoning we are. AS IF WE WALKED/live- #Peripateo- To walk around. The way one thinks, talks and acts. Each choice we make contributes to the whole round of activities in our life. And this Lifestyle determines the kind of person we become, in this life, and beyond it.

ACCORDING TO THE FLESH/by the standards of this world- #Sarx- Our bodies and human natures inherited from Adam. Our old, natural self, natural inclinations, attitudes. In a worldly way, from purely human motives. **2. The FTs and their followers among the carnal Corinthians evaluated Christian leaders by the size of their personal following, prominence, wealth, etc. (Today this would include media advertising.) Paul had deliberately chosen not to depend on the ordinary methods of political/ commercial campaigning in doing God's work, Rom 8:4-8; 1 Cor 1:17; 2:1-5. Cp 5:16. The forceful and showy preacher may gain the attention of the Christians, and the World at large, and attach people to himself as HIS followers, but does little to build them up INTO CHRIST, and establish them to live in fellowship with Him to His Glory. To them, Paul's not parading his spiritual powers and gifts meant that he had none! 

10:3-4 FOR THOUGH WE WALK/live IN THE FLESH/world- #10:2. Live in an unchristian world under the same conditions as others, not as an angel detached from human life, 1 Cor 5:10. The old NATURE belongs to the old life, but the new life, 5:17, is lived in the old body, and has to use the capacities of the old nature, until that body is redeemed, Rom 8:23. He lives as a normal human being using his natural powers of body and mind, surrendered to the Lord, to serve God in the Gospel, doing His work, 4:7-16; Rom 12:1; Gal 2:20. 

WE DO NOT wage WAR- Spiritual conflict, 6:7. AFTER THE FLESH/as the world does- #10:2. Doesn't use unChrist-like tactics, or have unChrist-like motives. He plays his part for God in the Gospel warfare, not following his natural inclinations, conforming to the world's standards. God's servants live, fight, and serve God, in human frailty, and giving way to natural pride, anger, rivalry etc will destroy the spiritual value of any work done, 1 Cor 13:1-3.

Footnote **2 As FLESH isn't used in this way today, NIV translates SARX as WORLD, but this doesn't give its full, true meaning. 

FOR THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE/we fight with ARE NOT CARNAL/the weapons of the world- #Sarkikos- Having the nature of Sarx= the flesh. #10:2. Paul eagerly used his gifts and opportunities in any means found effective, 1 Cor 9:22, as we today use printing presses, radio, TV etc, but not in fleshly/ worldly ways. Paul obviously wouldn't use spears, guns etc but Christian Preachers are tempted to use other weapons natural to our fallen natures - The ability to impress people with eloquence, clever arguments or psychological tricks such as salesmen use, slanted half-truths, angry or sneering remarks about rival preachers and teachings. Or offering success in this life, and failing to warn hearers that while Christ will solve all our problems, He does so at the cost of His Cross, and our taking of our place in Christ crucified and risen, Gal 2:20. A church that models its work on the world of business organisation, salesmanship, and entertainment by providing what pleases human nature, draws crowds, but becomes a mere religious extension of the world system. But faithfulness to the traditional Gospel and methods of proclaiming also tends to become trust in our human faithfulness. We become like Ephesus, faithfully keeping the routines of Gospel witness going, but empty of the love, joy, and freshness that bring joy to the Lord, and Salvation to men, 1 Cor 13:1-3; Rev 2:1-5. Others joyfully proclaim God as real and powerful in their lives, and attract people to Christ and the Gospel, but add to it promises of healing, wealth, etc with little demand to repent and forsake sin. This changes God's Gospel into the kind of Good News the godless world wants to hear, but leaves hearers disillusioned when it fails to deliver what it promises. Whatever we believe and do, if we trust in ourselves, our gifts, our abilities, our strategies, we will always be defeated, no matter what triumphs we SEEM to gain.

MIGHTY THROUGH GOD/they have Divine power- #Dunatos- Strong, powerful, able to do great things. Praying to the Lord, obeying and proclaiming His Word, in the power of the indwelling Spirit, Acts 1:9, are God-given weapons, and are powerfully effective. They come from God, function through God, and, made powerful BY God, are powerful FOR God in doing His great work in this world. Only as we humbly place ourselves in our Lord's hands, to live and preach His Gospel, trusting Him to work His will as Paul did, have we the right to expect God to work. And He will do so as He chooses.

TO THE PULLING DOWN/to demolish STRONGHOLDS- As in Prov 21:22. The religious systems of belief behind which men protect themselves from God, and the Gospel. If God's work is to be done, we can't depend on learning, eloquence, human entertainment, earthly rewards, hiring a "Big Name" and providing a Big Show. Holiness is needed, repentance, faith, love for God and man, and a sense of urgency, 6:1-2. God's weapons are the Gospel preached and demonstrated by witnesses empowered by the Holy Spirit, Acts 1:8.

10:5. CASTING DOWN/We demolish IMAGINATIONS/arguments- Logismos- Reasonings. From Logizomai #10:2. God reasons with us in the Gospel, Isa 1:18. We need to use our minds in knowing and serving God, Mt 22:37. But Godless thinking builds up arguments to defend itself against the knowledge that God is our Creator, Redeemer, and Holy, Righteous Judge of sinful, rebel mankind, Ps 19:1-4. The reasonings of proud intellectual unbelief, Rom 1:18-25; 1 Cor 3:18-20; Phil 2:14, worldly wisdom, and religious prejudice, 1 Cor 1:22-25; 2:1-16, are the kind of fortresses the Gospel must demolish if people are going to be saved. Our rebel wills are ensnared by Satan, 4:3-6; Jn 8:31-37. Our thinking is self-centred, and we instinctively use our God-given rationality to defend our independence from God, and His Love. When we hear of God's love in the Gospel, it's natural for our sinful hearts and minds to argue against receiving/ obeying Christ, and the world and the Devil support this with threats of what we will lose if we do obey Him. Even God's children constantly feel an inclination to rely on earthly religion, and avoid fellowship with Christ crucified. The life set out in Gal 2:20 is Heaven on Earth, yet many who reject it say they look forward to heaven! Paul shows us the path to blessing in Phil 3:1-21. 

EVERY HIGH THING/pretension- The intellectual pride which thinks its ideas are superior and more important than God's ideas, and so feels free to change the Gospel. Cp Rom 1:18-25; 12:16. THAT EXALTETH sets ITSELF up- As walls are raised to defend a city, people who reject God and the Gospel rationalise - put up arguments to excuse themselves from obeying the Gospel. Sin sets itself up against God, claims intellectual doubt, finds fault with Bible statements and morality, criticises Christians, etc. Jews demanded a triumphant Messiah. Greeks demanded a triumphant philosophy. Self-righteous pride refuses to stand with other sinners and accept Salvation as a gift, etc. All arguments will prove empty, Rom 3:19; Rev 6:15-17.

AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD- #Gnosis- Associated with Ginosko- Personal, fellowship-knowledge, rather than Oida= seeing/ grasping with the mind. While unbelievers claim intellectual difficulties in accepting the Gospel, their real problem is they don't want to know God personally. If they acknowledge God, He will come into their lives, and they will have to adjust to Him and His will. After hearing the Gospel two students at the local University were heard to say: "Do you reckon you can admit there's a God, and not become a Christian?" "No way man! The moment you admit there's a God you've had it. That's why I'm never going to admit it." True knowledge of God is found only in Christ as proclaimed in the Word of God. Men may realise this, but will use any false arguments that arrogantly oppose God, His will and purposes, because they realise that Salvation involves handing over their lives to be transformed into His likeness. Pride makes them prefer self-righteous law-keeping, or spiritual experiences etc, as such false Gospels leave man in charge of his life, 1 Cor 1:23. 

BRINGING INTO CAPTIVITY/we take captive EVERY THOUGHT- Noema- A Thought, thought-out plan, purpose. Human wisdom, even in the Redeemed, in its cleverness is eager to act without seeking God or His will. Even obviously GOOD plans may not be God's will, 1 Chron 17:1-4. Every idea or plan of every kind needs to be brought before God in prayer, surrendered to Him, so that He can re-direct it from rebellion into His service, Rom 7:23-8:4. They are to surrender the right to choose attractive errors, and allow themselves to live with God's Apostle in obedience to God's Word and Gospel. Whatever men may say, 1 Cor 1:17-25, the Gospel is God's power that transforms lives from the INSIDE, 3:3-18; Rom 1:16; Phil 2:12-13. 

TO THE OBEDIENCE OF/make it obedient- Hupakoe- Attentive hearing, obeying, obedience, etc. Hupo= Under. Akouo= To hear. So to respond to what one hears by accepting the responsibility and challenge to be and do what one is being told. Here human thoughts are viewed as being soldiers facing God and His will as rebels. They must surrender to Christ, and obey His orders. to CHRIST- Eis Christos- Into Christ. Into His territory, that of loyal obedience. Patterned after the obedience of Christ, Jn 15:10, and so following Him in obedience, in the fellowship of His Love. Paul isn't fighting to make men acknowledge his own importance, but to make people realise the importance of Christ and so obey Him. Preaching that doesn't result in men obeying Christ's Gospel is worthless. The Gospel is non-negotiable, although Paul its preacher is flexible in his approach and handling of it, 1 Cor 9:19-22. He brings culture into a submissive relationship to the Gospel. Men tend to interpret the Gospel in terms of our culture and its expectations.

10:6. HAVING READINESS/we will be ready TO REVENGE/punish- Ekdikeo- Ek= From. Dike= Justice. An action which enforces justice, not spiteful revenge. ALL/every act of DISOBEDIENCE- Parakoe- Para= Alongside. Akouo= To Hear. Paying attention to something else instead of hearing and obeying. They had stopped listening to the Gospel and obeying it, distracted by the FTs, 10:12-18. Paul is declaring war on false teachings, determined to see the right thing done. 

WHEN/once YOUR OBEDIENCE- #10:5. IS FULFILLED/complete- Paul is able and willing to act against these corrupting "friends," 11:1-4; 13-15, but, as when we deal with a teenager, it's better for them to be allowed to grow up into depending on God and begin to act responsibly, than for Paul to treat them as children, take over, and over-protect them - leaving them feeling that they don't need to make the hard decisions/ take the responsibility. He wants the Assembly as a whole to grow in understanding and obedient Faith so that they see the situation as it is and separate themselves from the FTs and their deserved punishment, Num 16:23-34. They as wheat will have detached themselves from the tares, which can be dealt with appropriately without undue damage to the wheat, Mt 13:29. 

10:7. DO YE LOOK ON THINGS AFTER THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE? - This is one of those Scriptures which God in His wisdom has so worded that more than one helpful idea is conveyed. In the Greek it could be a question "Are you looking at the outward show these FTs are making?" Answering it should make them realise that they were. Or it could be a statement as in NIV- You are looking only on the surface- OR a command "Take heed.." as the same word means in 1 Cor 8:9; 10:12, etc. The FTs had come with an outward show of self-importance, acting as important people in the godless world act. The fleshly/ worldly Christians, 1 Cor 3:3, had taken them at face value, supported them financially, and listened to their slanders against Paul. Paul challenges them to look beneath the surface, and realise that these self-important new-comers are not true servants of God. They claim to speak in God's Name, but they are denying the Gospel, by which the Believers had been saved. Paul goes on to give them further help in thinking the matter through.

IF ANY MAN TRUST/is confident- Self reliance. They have confidence in themselves. HE IS CHRISTS/belongs to Christ- Some at Corinth boasted "I am of Christ" 1 Cor 1:12. Most who do so follow a "Christ" of their own imagining, and ignore Christ as He is revealed in God's Word, saying such things as "MY Jesus wouldn't send anyone to Hell." They seem to have claimed to belong to Christ in a special way - as from the "Mother Church" at Jerusalem, perhaps, or to have been disciples of Christ? And claimed that gave them the right to legislate on Christ's behalf, take over the Apostle Paul's work, and change their beliefs etc - as some try to take over a work of God today. 

LET HIM.. THINK/consider- The verb is reflexive - Let him have another look at himself, examine himself as in 13:5-6. EVEN SO ARE WE CHRIST'S/we belong to Christ just as much- These men are confident, but such self-confidence is foolish. They confidently challenge Paul's authority as an Apostle, just as Korah etc challenged the authority of Aaron the Priest, Num 16:1-50. Paul shows later that their self-assurance based on their own standards is useless, and he proves that their claims are false, 11:13-15. But here he says - Even if they are what they say they are, surely I also belong to Christ, who sent me to Corinth as His Ambassador, and you were converted. Do you believe the Corinthian Church EXISTS as a result of lies told by a false Apostle? What right have they to take over my role, correct my teaching/ change the beliefs and conduct of those God converted through my Gospel? If anything they say disagrees with what Christ gave me to speak, they can't be speaking for Christ. Cp 11:23. He will soon meet them face to face. They'd better face the reality now, and adjust to it.

10:8 Even if I SHOULD BOAST MORE/freely- #Kauchaomai- To boast, glory, enjoy talking about - Used 19 times in these chapters. The FTs had boasted they were important Christian Leaders, should be obeyed and well provided for. Paul was an Apostle, an authorised spokesman for Christ his Lord. But he felt uncomfortable in talking about this, as it seemed too much like boasting. But he needed to tell the truth so as to expose the Lies told by the others.

OF OUR/about the AUTHORITY- Exousia- Authorised power. Freedom to act. From Exesti= it is lawful. Those who receive Christ have the Exousia to be called God's children, Jn 1:12. All Exousia is given Christ, Mt 28:18. The Lord had given Paul Exousia as an Apostle and Prophet to proclaim the Gospel mystery, Gal 2:6-10; Eph 3:1-21, etc. 

WHICH THE LORD- Kurios- Used in the Gospels to mean Lord, Master, owner, or Sir, as well as to translate Jehovah/ Yaweh, Lk 3:4, 4:18, etc. From Jn 20:28 on it's used only of Jesus Christ as in Acts 2:36, 10:36, Phil 2:10-11, etc, or twice of angels. HATH GIVEN/gave US FOR EDIFICATION/building you up- #Oikodome- Oikos= a home, Demo= to build. Cp 12:19; 13:10. **3 

NOT FOR YOUR DESTRUCTION/rather than pulling you down- The Lord Jesus laid hold of Paul, and commissioned him to exercise power on His behalf, in building His church. As a wise builder he had established the church at Corinth on the true foundation, the Lord Himself, and His will, as revealed in His Word, Eph 2:19-22. He had warned that those who built falsely would defile the church, and they and their works would suffer the consequences, 1 Cor 3:10-17. He will come as a "Building Inspector" and mark out what isn't of God and must be pulled down and rebuilt. HE PLEADS WITH THEM NOT TO MAKE THAT NECESSARY! Evangelising is the work God gave Paul, but when unavoidable he must intervene in judgment discipline, as the local elders must, 5:4-5. 

I SHOULD/will NOT BE ASHAMED of it- He's speaking in God's presence, 12:19, in fellowship with his Lord, so Paul knew that when he stood before Him, 5:10, the Lord will not shame him by disowning what he is saying on the Lord's behalf. He was writing God's Word, 1 Cor 14:37.

10:9-10 I do NOT want to.. TERRIFY/frighten YOU- Ekphobeo- Ek- Out. Phobos- Fear. BY/with my LETTERS- He won't say too much because he doesn't want to frighten them out of their wits, and rob them of the confidence needed to take responsibility and make necessary decisions. His God-given work is to BUILD, and to demand obedience in a threatening way would hinder this. If they chose to resist GOD's PURPOSES and POWER in Paul, he would need to knock down what they were building if they persisted in rejecting the truth he proclaimed on God's authority. By writing a plain warning from a distance he sets them free to think things through in the Lord's presence, repent, put things right with the Lord, with their eyes on HIM, without the Apostle Paul standing over them. 

HIS LETTERS THEY/some SAY- Paul quotes what his enemies have been saying. ARE WEIGHTY AND POWERFUL/forceful- Ischuros- Strong, powerful and able to use that power effectively. One MIGHTIER than I, Mt 3:11. 

Footnote **3 See Building themes in Jer 24:6; Mt 7:24-27; 1 Cor 3:9-15; 14:4, 17; Gal 2:18; 1 Th 5:11. 
   They admit that if Paul was judged by his letters he would seem to be an important person with authority in the church, making powerful statements that showed he expected his words to be obeyed. Paul DID expect his letters to be acted on, 1 Cor 14:37; 1 Th 5:27, as he wrote authoritatively exercising his God-given right and delegated authority. The re-discovery of Paul's Letters, and the Gospel as he set it out, was the basis of the Reformation. Luther wrote "the words of Paul are not dead words, but living creatures that have hands and feet to carry away a man."

BUT HIS BODILY PRESENCE/in person he IS WEAK/unimpressive- His critics sneered that when Paul was with them he didn't impress anyone. Unlike leaders in the secular world, he didn't impose himself and his message on churches by violent actions and speech. He had no bullying authority! Like his Lord, Jn 13:1-17, he came to serve them as a slave, 4:5, unpaid, 11:7-11; 12:13. He didn't make himself the centre of attention, domineer and impose his will. He reasoned gently with people in fellowship with his Lord, 2 Tim 2:23-26. HIS SPEECH/speaking CONTEMPTIBLE/amounts to nothing- Exoutheneo- To despise, be despised, treat with contempt, as in Lk 18:9; 23:11; Acts 4:11; Rom 14:3; 1 Cor 16:11. As an orator he is nothing. Not impressive or persuasive, totally unfit to represent Almighty God. No EARTHLY King would send such an Ambassador. Paul had deliberately avoided using speech skills, 1 Cor 1:17; 2:1-5. 

10:11-12 THINK/realise- #10:2. AS/what WE ARE IN WORD BY LETTERS WHEN ABSENT.. BE IN DEED/actions WHEN PRESENT- He had written honestly giving strong warnings. IF the situation hasn't been put right as a result of the strong words of the letter, Paul will ACT just as strongly when he comes. He IS, and WILL be, consistent with what he has said in writing to them. Legalistic minds look for consistency in outward details. Paul displayed it in loyalty to Christ, and to the principles embodied in the Gospel- Eg he would eat food forbidden in the Law, but not if doing so would offend a weak believer, 1 Cor 8:13; 9:19-19.

WE do not DARE MAKE/classify OURSELVES.. NUMBER- They sneered at him as in 10:10. So he says in effect "I wouldn't be BRAVE ENOUGH to go round telling everyone how important I am, as they do!"  COMPARE OURSELVES WITH SOME who COMMEND THEMSELVES- #Sunistao- Sun= with, Histemi= To stand. Literally as in Lk 9:32, but often to stand with someone to introduce them as their sponsor, or by letter as Paul commends Phoebe, Rom 16:1. (Sunistao is used in 3;1; 4:2; 5:12; 6:4; 12:11.) These FTs sponsor themselves, praise themselves. Write their own "CVs" with little regard to reality. **4 Self commending, self-advertisement, etc is a manifestation of our sinful human nature, that must be constantly disowned, treated as dead, if we are to be spiritual people and do spiritual work, Rom 8:1-17. 

Footnote **4 A recent survey in USA showed that this is commonly done in the secular world. The higher an advertised position was, the more likely that applicants would supply dishonestly inflated CVs. 

MEASURING THEMSELVES BY THEMSELVES- The standard by which Christians are to measure themselves is Christ, as it's God's eternal purpose that we should be like HIM, Rom 8:29. Unlike the OT LAW by which the Pharisees measured themselves, this never produces self-righteous pride. The Holy Spirit directs our eyes to Christ, so that we long to be like Him. And without our usually being aware of the change, He transforms us, 3:4-18; Heb 12:1-2. The standard by which God's servants are to measure themselves is also Christ, the perfect Servant-Son of God, Mk 10:42-44, where SERVANT of all is Doulos- SLAVE of all. A man with no rights, who exists to do his Master's will and work. Paul gloried in being the Doulos of his Lord, called to be also an Apostle, Rom 1:1, so instead of being proud, and lording it over the Corinthians and talking about himself as the FTs did, he preached Christ, and was their Doulos, 4:5. Our Lord calls us to live in His Love, in such selfless obedience, Lk 22:23-27; Jn 13:1-17; 15:9-10.

COMPARING THEMSELVES AMONG/with THEMSELVES- They say such things as "I'm a better speaker than 'X'. I'm asked to speak more often, get bigger audiences, get more decisions for Christ. Know the Bible better. Have a better education, have been to Bible College. Am more popular, Or more strict. Use a better translation of the Bible. Keep the Law more carefully, speak in Tongues .." ALL the things by which we can compare ourselves with others are EXTERNAL, matters of outward show, 10:7, and they may be faked, Mt 7:15-27. It's so easy for us to be proud of the things which divide us from other Christians, and to make these things the standard by which we judge our worth and the worth of others, Lk 18:10-14. Psalm 19 with its closing prayer helps me to repent of this folly.

ARE NOT WISE- Suniemi- To put together ideas, to understand, be wise. They are acting foolishly, like a man who uses the length of his own foot, as the standard 1 ft. Instead of using the Lord and His Word as their standard, proud people use themselves, their preferences and prejudices as the standard by which they judge Christian living and service. Self-evaluation by such self-set standards gives self-confidence, as they, having made the standards, automatically find themselves to be ideal Christians/ servants of God. A confidence that claims the right to lay down the law for others, as if what they and their friends happen to admire, or frown on, was automatically God's opinion! But self-confidence robs one of any means of understanding oneself and situation. To be proud of our wisdom is to be a fool, Prov 26:12. As Paul's verdicts, based on the Gospel and its verdicts/ principles, were different from theirs, they were confident Paul was WRONG - although He lived in the presence of God and they lived in a fools' paradise. Those who set their own standards are unable to see the damage they are doing to God's church if by business and entertainment standards their work is a success. 

10:13-14 WE WILL NOT BOAST- #10:8 OF THINGS WITHOUT OUR MEASURE- In no unmeasured way, or degree. The only standard Paul accepted was that of the life and teaching of Christ, 4:10; 10:1; 1 Cor 11:1; Gal 2:20. So their standard was of no interest to him, even if it was the Biblical OT law-keeping which he had long ago set behind him, Phil 3:1-14. God had given Paul the content of the Gospel, the standard of behaviour for His servants, and his field of service - the Gentiles, such as the Corinthians, Gal 2:7-9. His speaking and writing stayed within those limits, 10:15-16; Rom 12:3; 1 Cor 7:7. 

ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE/confine our boasting to THE RULE/field- #Kanon- A straight rod used as a ruler to measure length, or make a straight line, or to keep weaving straight. So figuratively the standard or principle used in measuring/making things straight, and the thing measured and known to conform to it. Also a sphere of responsibility. (Kanon is used in Gal 6:16; Phil 3:16.) WHICH GOD HATH DISTRIBUTED/has assigned TO US- Merizo- To divide into parts, distribute, share out. Meros= A part. Meris= A district. The Gentiles are the Kanon - mission field God has entrusted to Paul, Acts 9:15; Rom 1:5, and he will keep within the limits God has ordained, Rom 15:17-20. Corinth, as a Gentile city was an area the Jerusalem APOSTLES had acknowledged as being Paul's responsibility to evangelise, Gal 2:6-10. The FTs seem to have been Pharisaic Christian Jews, Acts 15:5, who claimed to speak for Peter, but Peter didn't proclaim a different Gospel/ different Jesus, as they did, Acts 15:6-21. God had also given to Paul the mystery of the Gospel, that Jews and Gentiles were in the church together on equal terms under the New Covenant, 3:2-6:2; Acts 9:15; Gal 2:9; Eph 2:1-3:21. So WHAT Paul preaches, and WHERE he preaches follows God's "Kanon." **5

A MEASURE TO REACH/that reaches EVEN UNTO YOU- The work God had given to Paul included Corinth, and as a result of Paul's obedience to God they existed as God's church there, 1:1; 1 Cor 3:6. God had not sent the FTs. They were trespassers, who had come in a high-handed way to take over Paul's work for selfish reasons, 11:20; 1 Cor 9:1. Still today when God uses His servants to establish a work for Him such people come trying to make converts keep the Law, or speak in tongues, etc. When that happens we must patiently continue to teach the truth God has given us, and rely on the power God has put into His word, Jer 23:21-29. Men may rob us of the material rewards of the work we do for Him. None can rob us of His "Well done.." so let us not be discouraged, Ps 126:5-6; Isa 55:6-13; 1 Cor 15:57-58; Gal 6:6-10. 

FOR WE STRETCH NOT OURSELVES BEYOND OUR MEASURE/are not going too far- Paul's relationship with the Lord, the Gospel, and the church at Corinth was beyond challenge. Small men may strut proudly standing tall on the high heels of their own self-importance/ self-praise, and in the reflected glory of Great men. It seems that the FTs did so, proudly saying "We're from Jerusalem, the church headquarters, friends of Peter and James - see they signed our letter of commendation. We're in the position to put your personal lives, worship and witness on the right track, in fellowship with the OT." Paul confronts these and says

Footnote **5 The CANON of Scripture - The books which meet the Standard of Holy Truth, and are the Field of God's special revelation that sets His standard for us.

    they don't belong in Corinth. WE haven't exceeded our limits as we would be doing if we went to the area God had committed to the 12 (Israel, Parthia, etc) and started telling Peter's converts what they must believe and do! **6 

FOR WE did get AS FAR AS YOU.. with THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST- His rivals came to Corinth only after a flourishing church had been established there, able and willing to support them financially. And they tried to cut them off from Paul and take them over for themselves and their style of Gospel and Jesus. Paul is right in coming to Corinth and challenging the intruders, as Corinth was in his God-assigned territory, and he had been the first to preach the Gospel there. God's church there was the result, 1 Cor 1:1. As a pioneer he had staked out a claim there for God, as a base for further outreach Rom 15:17-20.

10:15 NOT BOASTING OF THINGS WITHOUT MEASURE/neither do we go beyond limits by boasting- #10:8. THAT IS OF OTHER MEN'S LABOURS/ work done by others- Paul in writing as he is, wasn't taking over someone else's territory, or taking credit from their work. The church at Corinth he is seeking to guide is the fruit of the Gospel given to him to proclaim, and proclaimed by him in the area God commissioned him to work in, where the Gospel had not been preached. See Rom 15:20. 

our HOPE- Elpis- A confident and happy expectation of something good, that one has good reason to expect will happen, as in 7:11-15. WHEN/as YOUR FAITH- Pistis- Firm persuasion, a conviction based on hearing. It means listening to what is said, being persuaded it's true, and acting on it. It's used in NT always of Faith in God, Christ, etc, as revealed in His Word "The Faith," Jude 3. IS INCREASED/continues to grow- To continue to progress in obedient faith/ life in fellowship with Christ on the basis of the Gospel Paul had preached at Corinth. (Their faith would grow only if they ceased to listen to the DIFFERENT "Gospel.")

WE SHALL BE ENLARGED BY YOU ACCORDING TO OUR RULE/area of activity among you- Kanon, #10:13. ABUNDANTLY/will greatly expand- He wanted the Gospel, provided at such cost, 5:21, to produce its full results in them. If only they would abandon their pride and independence, and walk in humble obedience to God and the Gospel, Corinth could become a sound base from which helpers and money could be poured into evangelism into the unreached-by-the-Gospel areas around. Maybe to Illyricum at this stage, Rom 15:19. Having to worry about them hindered his doing this, 2:12-13. He wants them to become a good witness to the Lord and His Gospel before he launches new churches. As their Faith/ obedience grows, Paul will be set free from concern for their divisions, problems, into wholehearted unity and Gospel outreach. The kind of church God opens the door of successful witness to is seen in Rev 3:7-8. Cp 1 Pet 5:5-9. 

Footnote **6 Too many people know how to bring up other people's children, particularly if they have none of their own. And those who have won no-one for the Lord & shown little concern to do so, may be quick to tell evangelists how their converts should be brought up. The intruders were doing that, 1 Cor 4:14-16.

10:16 PREACH THE GOSPEL IN THE REGIONS BEYOND YOU- Paul's opponents look to the past, the Old Covenant, with its "Jews only" obedience to rules, and promises of material blessings, and health in this world, Ex 15:26; Deu 28:1-13. Paul proclaims the Gospel of Christ Crucified to provide Salvation for everyone, everywhere, Jn 1:29; 3:16; Acts 17:30, as he looks to the future joy and glory when Christ returns. So he is concerned to take the Gospel and establish churches where there are none, as centres for further outreach. Not to put his brand on sheep won by others, and live off them. Some are called to pass on the baton to the next generation, 2 Tim 2:2. But always as well, God needs brave souls who will launch out into new areas for Him.

NOT BOAST- #10:8. IN work already done in ANOTHER MAN'S territory- Kanon #10:13. Paul is contrasting his honest behaviour with that of the FTs. He had come to Corinth, part of the area God had given him to evangelise, and as a result a church had been established. Paul's commitment is to pioneer Evangelism, and the establishing of converts into new churches. He returned to Antioch or Jerusalem reporting to home churches the progress of the Gospel, Acts 14:26-28; 15:4, revisited established churches, Acts 15:36, and viewed calling at Rome for mutual encouragement, Rom 1:11-12; 15:23-24, as a base for moving into new areas in Spain. He would not enter areas granted to others, Mesopotamia, etc, and take over the results of another servant of God's evangelising. The FTs were doing that in his area trying to turn the Galatian and Corinthian churches into outposts of Judaism/ insisting that the Christians become Jews under the old covenant. God's servants are not to set out to take control of those God has granted as fruit to other labourers.

10:17 HE THAT GLORIETH/let him who boasts- #10:8. The False Apostles seem to have boasted in being Jews from Jerusalem, having spiritual gifts, eloquence, etc. LET HIM GLORY/boast- #10:8. IN THE LORD- Jer 9:23-24. As redeemed slaves, bought with the precious blood of Christ, 1 Pet 1:17-21, what He enables us to be, and the work He enables us to do is to His credit alone. The Artist, not the paintbrush, is praised for a painted picture! But by God's Grace, our Lord, who became God's Servant-Son to redeem us, has put His Spirit in us so that we can serve Him acceptably with godly fear, Rom 8:1-30; Heb 12:28. Paul looks to Him for approval and praise, 5:7-10: 1 Cor 4:1-5, and so should we. When we seem successful in the Lord's work, or others appreciate and praise us, the only safe thing to do is to express our thanks and praise to the Lord for His grace to us in what has been done. Paul and Barnabas reported what GOD HAD DONE when they returned to Antioch, Acts 14:27. It's right to boast in this God-honouring way, and it encourages others to honour and obey the Lord. That wrongful boasting exists, as forged coins exist, doesn't stop us from using coins, or from boasting in the Lord, as Paul did, Acts 14:27; Rom 15:18-19; Gal 6:14. Those who glory in themselves, their plans, work etc are behaving as Satan's children, and cut themselves off from God, His truth, love and power, 1 Pet 5:6. All God's work is done in Grace, and in spite of human weakness, 12:9-10, and sin, Isa 48:1-22.

10:18 FOR it is NOT HE/the one THAT COMMENDETH/who commends HIMSELF- #10:12 Sponsors himself, and demands that others treat him as important. See 3:1; 5:12; 10:12. who IS APPROVED- Dokimos- Tested and approved, 13:7; Rom 14:18; 1 Cor 11:19. Self-commendation/ self-confidence may produce an impressive personality and visible performance, but it isn't the same as Servant hood, and what it builds doesn't stand the test of fire. Graduates with a high pass in a "Church Growth program" will build nothing of value, unless they build on the only true foundation, 1 Cor 3:10-15, and in love, 1 Cor 13:1-3. This ties the OT quote in with Paul's argument. A Christian work is valid only under the Lord, as part of His purpose and Kanon/ appointed place and function, carried out by His Kanon/ rules and standards. Cp Rom 15:17-19; 1 Cor 15:10; Gal 2:8; Eph 3:7-8. 

THE LORD COMMENDETH/commends- #10:12. "Stands with" is an interesting thought. It's natural to feel pleased and encouraged when what we do for the Lord seems successful, and our Fellow-Believers rejoice with us and praise us. BUT it is in itself empty and deceptive unless the LORD stands with us and approves. That is possible only when we choose to stand in His presence, speak His words, honour Him with our love and obedience, and so let Him transform our lives and speak through us. In some measure we know from Scripture what God commends/ approves, but even when His approval is less than clear, it must always be our goal to win that approval, 5:8-10; 1 Cor 4:1-4. It's the Lord Jesus Himself who will review the work and say "Well Done," Mt 25:21. Paul faces this confidently as he makes the effort to function in His presence, and experiences the approval of the Lord now in his conscious weakness and humility. A Costly business, Gal 2:20. The true servant of God proclaims the Gospel of Christ crucified, 11:4; Gal 1:3-9; 1 Cor 1:17-25, and lives according to it, 4:10; 13:4; Phil 3:10. 

Chapter 11

11:1-15 The FALSE APOSTLES

(Speaking for Satan, to seduce them from loyalty to Christ. Paul also explains why he hadn't lived at the expense of the church.)

11:1 WOULD/I hope- Ophelon- A deeply-felt wish. "If only..." (GOD isn't in the Greek text.) YOU COULD BEAR/will put up WITH ME- Patiently listen to what I'm going to say. A LITTLE- For a little while. IN MY FOLLY/foolishness- The foolishness of talking of himself and his work, rather than as a wise preacher speaking about his Lord and what He has done. The foolish Corinthians have been impressed by the foolish boasting of the FTs, so Paul has to talk about himself, and place his credentials alongside theirs. He asks them to give him a fair hearing as he defends himself and his actions, because it's important for them to be confident in him and the Gospel, 5:12. A proud man hates to mention his own failings. A humble man hates to sound his own praises. So Paul is uncomfortable in "answering a fool according to his folly," Prov 25:4-5, as it seems as if he's acting like the FTs, 11:16-17. BEAR WITH ME/you are already doing that- He expects even those swayed by the boasting of the False Apostles to despise Paul to be willing to listen to his side of things. 

11:2 I AM JEALOUS OVER/for YOU- Zeloo- From Zeo= to be hot, boil, take a warm interest in, Jealous, Zealous. Zeal is good when it springs from, and acts in, LOVE. Paul writes as if he was the Father of a bride-to-be, who, in love for her, and commitment to the marriage insists that she behave honourably towards herself, the husband-to-be, and the marriage. False Teachers preach ANOTHER JESUS - Jesus who will save them by helping them keep the OT Law, or through "Spirit Gifts/ guidance" which ignores the Word of God the Holy Spirit inspired men to write, 2 Pet 1:20-21. Or a merely human Jesus, not the Son of God. Such "Christs" are in fact ANTICHRISTS! 1 Jn 4:2-3. Paul is alarmed to see their reckless flirting with alternative "Gospels" and "Christs." WITH A GODLY JEALOUSY- With God's own jealousy, which Paul reflects. A deep intense jealousy appropriate to God and His eternal purposes of Love for them, 6:14-7:1; Rom 8:20-30; Eph 1:13-14, etc. Christ's Love for the church is expressed in His loving provision made for her, Eph 5:25-27, and the glorious future He is preparing her for, Rev 19:7; 21:2. **7 As such love is exclusive, it involves jealousy if its claims are set aside, Ex 20:5. Human marital Jealousy is love haunted by fear, and is often a sinful twist in the mental make-up of the jealous partner. God's jealousy is pure love that is eager to bless, and hates the behaviour that robs the loved one of the full enjoyment of that love. In writing as he does Paul reflects this attitude. Cp Gal 4:17-20. 

I HAVE ESPOUSED/promised YOU- Made a formal commitment to marriage. Paul had preached Christ to them and they had responded to Christ and His love for them. In a sense Paul had acted on behalf of the Groom, as John Baptist did, Jn 3:27-30. Or like Abraham's servant, Gen 24, sent by the Father to win a Bride for the Son. But as Paul says I HAVE.. without mentioning God's purpose, the closest picture is that of Paul as the bride's father. He had begotten them in Christ Jesus by the Gospel, 1 Cor 4:15; 9:1. The Father who was responsible for the birth of the girl was responsible for her marriage, and the care of her until that marriage. The idea had been Paul's, but they by conversion had agreed to it, and proclaimed their commitment to Christ in water Baptism. In all these roles, on behalf of the Groom-to-be Paul takes a watchful care for Christ's Church-Bride. In Jewish custom one year of betrothal preceded the marriage ceremony and consummation. During that year the betrothed bride was considered to be a WIFE, and sexual sin on her part was adultery, subject to the penalty of death. 

Footnote **7 This needs to be read against the background of God's Love for Israel as His Bride, in her sinful thanklessness, Isa 50:1-2; 54:1-8; Jer 3:1; Ezek 16:1-63; Hos 1-3. Reading these Scriptures will save us from sentimentalizing Christ's role as Bridegroom. It's His LORDship over them, and generous provision for their good that the Bible emphasizes. We need to remember that the Bridegroom is also Creator/ Redeemer, and the Bride is composed of God's sons and daughters, who are His body on earth, and His Bride in Heaven, as well as the glorious city of God.

TO ONE HUSBAND- In God's order, marriage is for one man and one woman, for life, Gen 2:23-25. Christ is the ONE man to whom they have committed themselves by responding to the Gospel offer. THAT requires preparation for the future, Rev 19:5-9, and loving loyalty to Him during the period of engagement that ends at His Coming. Cp 1 Th 1:9-10; Jude 20-21. To remain faithful to Him at all times must be their first concern. Paul looks forward to the day when he would hand the Bride over to the Bridegroom and HE become all-important to the Bride.

so THAT I MAY PRESENT YOU- At Christ's Coming, 4:14. As a servant of God he insists that they are for CHRIST, not for his own glory, Jn 3:29. AS A CHASTE/pure VIRGIN TO CHRIST/Him- Just as a young woman should keep herself for the man she has promised to marry, and remain a virgin until the wedding day. Christ has given Himself totally for His Church Bride to make her pure and able to begin to enjoy fellowship with Him now, and fully, forever, in the Glory, Eph 5:15-33; Rev 19:7; 21:2-22:17. So every member of that Church-Bride should set Him first in their heart's love, 1 Pet 2:5-24; 3:15-18, and be totally loyal to Him in their daily life, witness, and worship. Paul, as ever, had his eye on the Coming of his Lord. He felt a personal responsibility that they should not meet Christ with shame, as they would if they allowed themselves to be seduced/ corrupted by the false teaching that was gaining a hearing among them. He would do all he could to keep them from turning away from the Gospel Truth, and so being disloyal to the ONE to whom they had been won by his preaching. Spiritual Purity in immoral Corinth was a glorious goal!

11:3 I FEAR/am afraid.. AS THE SERPENT BEGUILED/deceived EVE- Eve wasn't bullied or battered into disloyalty - she was merely tempted, by being offered a fake God-likeness, and invited to make her own judgment, and did so, proving that her loyalty was insufficient to refuse independence. Paul cares about them, 11:28. He recognises a real danger in the welcome they are giving to the FTs, and their Satanic Fake "Gospel," 11:13-15.

THROUGH HIS SUBTLETY/cunning- Panourgia- Pan= All. Ergon= Work. So, All-working, in the sense of unscrupulous use of all possible means to get or do something. Satan's action in Eden spoiled God's perfect Creation. The teaching of the FTs was Satan working to spoil the New Creation, 5:17; Eph 2:10; Col 3:1-10. God's purpose for Adam and Eve was God-likeness. Satan offered them a fake one. In the New Creation God offers a Covenant which will produce God-likeness. Satan directs them to the Old, discarded Covenant, Heb 8:13, away from reliance on Christ alone. The weapon of all deceivers is cunning, stirring up mankind to resent depending on God, instead of rejoicing in being Christ's alone, under His care as Creator/ Redeemer, for His purposes, 4:4-7; 1 Cor 3:19. In spite of all their pious talk, the FTs are Satan's agents, offering his counterfeit Jesus/ spirit/ Gospel as a rival for the true one, by adding the NEW Testament Gospel to the Old Testament Law, or whatever. (Kept vague - unlike Galatians - so as to be more readily applied to a variety of situations in the Church down through the ages.) To add anything to Christ will ruin what they already have in Christ. Satan's work in Corinth is referred to in 2:11; 11:14. Cp 12:7; 1 Cor 5:5; 7:5.

SO YOUR MINDS- Noema- As in 3:14; 4:4. BE CORRUPTED/led astray- As in 1 Cor 15:33. Eve took in ideas of an alternative to God's will. The Corinthians were taking in ideas contrary to the Gospel that God had given Paul to preach to them, and in response to which they had committed themselves to Christ, to await His Coming 1 Th 1:9-10. In Gen 3:1-7 it was a seduction of her mind/ will, not a physical one. Eve's mind was corrupted from its single-minded/ simple joy of trust and the obedience that goes with it, into disloyalty to God - not disloyalty to Adam, as imagined by some. It was Christ as portrayed in the Gospel they needed to be loyal to, and that was being challenged by the Deceiver. With all their faults they HAD received Christ and had committed themselves to Him and to His purposes of Grace for them. To turn to a Gospel that presented Christ as the Continuer of the old Covenant, (as the Jews wished to) or as an expression of philosophic wisdom (as the Greeks wished to) or to any other religious system, was a turning from Christ, and commitment to Him, 1 Cor 1:18-25, and the work of the Spirit, 3:4-18, etc. Cp Gal 3:1-3. Note that friendliness with the world is adultery against Christ, Jas 4:4-6, and alternative Gospels appeal because they ease our this-world situation. It isn't a matter of morality - the sexual morality of the Corinthians might improve under Pharisaic rules. It's the corruption of GOSPEL TRUTH in their minds. To say Jesus is LORD indicates rational faith, Rom 10:9, 1 Cor 12:2-3. But here it is devotional - loving commitment to Christ, not distorted by being channelled through Law and works, etc. 

FROM THE SIMPLICITY THAT IS IN/sincere and pure devotion to CHRIST- Haplotes- Sincerity, singleness of purpose, in contrast to being double-minded, Jas 1:8. Single-minded love for Christ and whole-hearted commitment to His will, not wanting anyone else, or anything else, not distracted by listening to Satan's ideas that come to us through our old nature and the world around. If, like Eve, we listen to those ideas, we will cease to be faithful to Christ - and what a disaster Eve's listening was. Christians should keep close watch on what they are taught and what the consequences would be if they follow any new teaching - not relying on the teachers, no matter how attractive they are. After all, the serpent could be expected to put on an ATTRACTIVE alternative to Christ and the Gospel. 

11:4 FOR IF someone comes to you- Not sent by the Lord as Paul had been. The FTs had come because they wanted to come, and stayed because they could make a good living teaching error in the Lord's Name. and preaches- Kerusso- To herald, as a public crier, preach publicly.

ANOTHER JESUS- Chapters 3-7 presented the true Christ. Some preachers then, and today, claim to have gone a step beyond GRACE into successful Law-keeping, but that is slavery, not sonship, Gal 3:21-4:31. Others claim to have added triumphant charismatic experiences, etc. But the Biblical Jesus doesn't promise health, wealth and this-world happiness or self-fulfilment in self-expression. Paul had preached Christ crucified and risen, 1 Cor 15:1-8. Others preached Christ and human wisdom, and the greatness of Christian preachers, Christ and religious rites, and miracles, etc, 1 Cor 1:17-2:5. Paul preached a Christ who called His servants to follow Him and suffer with Him. Others preached a Jesus who would give them what they wanted in this world, 1 Cor 4:8-13. Paul preached a Lord who required His people to live in holiness and love for each other. Others preached a Saviour who allowed them to be puffed up with pride while living selfishly and sharing in idolatry, drunkenness and sexual immorality, 5:1-7:1; 1 Cor 5:1-2; 8:1-13; 9:19-10:33. Paul preached a Jesus who baptised ALL Believers by His Spirit into one body, and gave different gifts to each so that they could build each other up in Christ. Others preach a Jesus who gives everyone the "gift of tongues" that no hearer can understand, 1 Cor 12:1-14:40. Paul preached Jesus who has fulfilled the Law and the Old Covenant, so that instead of us reading the Law and trying to obey it, God put His Spirit into our hearts, and transforms us as we look to the Lord Jesus Christ in His Word. Others say we must keep the Law with Christ's help, and claim privileges in this life, 3:4-18. Paul preached the Christ who died for our sins, rose bodily, who we serve now, and live with bodily forever in Glory. Others preach a dead Christ, whose example we are to follow, with death the end of everything, 1 Cor 15:12-36. There is only ONE Jesus, and ONE Word of God, but apart from the Grace of God, and our willingness to be taught and led by the Spirit of God, Jn 16:12-15; Rom 8:14-18, any of us fall into error, 2 Pet 3:16, and gather Christians to follow us, Acts 20:30. The Devil and his agents use the very word of God to blind men to the Gospel. The people he uses claim to be giving deeper truths about Jesus, and perhaps wonderful blessings if only we will claim them by Faith, but in fact they are denying Him and His Gospel by adding to it Law-keeping, human wisdom, faith by which we can escape life's sufferings, or enjoy self-fulfilment. Cp Gal 1:6-8; Col 2:8. As soon as Jesus ceases to be the WHOLE basis of Salvation He has become a DIFFERENT JESUS, a rival to the real Jesus.

RECEIVE ANOTHER/a different- Heteros= Another of a different kind. SPIRIT- The Holy Spirit empowering the New Covenant which has replaced the Old is a key point in 3:10-18. The FTs and their followers may have spiritual experiences, revelations, and powers, but the spirit at work in them doesn't confess Jesus as Lord, as they don't obey His Word, 1 Cor 10:14-21: 12:1-3. The Holy Spirit of God isn't the source of the rival Gospel. The spirit in which Paul's rivals operated was dogmatic and divisive, 11:20, deriving its character from Satan, 11:13-15. Not the spirit of peace/ freedom/ grace, etc 3:16-18; Rom 14;7; 15:18-19; 1 Cor 2:4; Gal 5:22. 2 Tim 1;7. RECEIVED- The Holy Spirit isn't inherent in mankind, Jn 7:39; 14:17; 20:22; Acts 2:38; 10:47; Rom 8:15; 1 Cor 2:12; Gal 32. The true Christians at Corinth, when they believed the Gospel, had RECEIVED the Holy Spirit, been born of the Spirit, baptised into the Body of Christ by the Holy Spirit.

OR ANOTHER/different- Heteros= A different kind of GOSPEL- What the FTs are promoting isn't the Gospel of the New Covenant of Saving Grace. Often we ourselves meet such people. from the one you ACCEPTED- Dechomai- To deliberately receive what is offered. They had freely chosen to welcome the Gospel. There may be seemingly GOOD news in the alternative Gospel, but it is DIFFERENT and in competition with God's authorised message. put up with it easily enough- Kalos- Good, beautiful. So NASB has "You bear this beautifully." It's sad that people will respond well to error, yet resist Gospel truth. 

11:5 NOT BEHIND/inferior to- They had listened to the boasting of the FTs. Paul, because he was concerned to keep them pure from the corruption of error, begins to present his own case. He knew he was truly an Apostle, taken captive by the Lord, commissioned by him, and continuing to serve in His presence. VERY CHIEFEST APOSTLES/"super-apostles"- The FTs claimed to be better speakers, etc than Paul, but this refers to the JERUSALEM APOSTLES. **8 It seems that the FTs had arrived from Jerusalem with letters of commendation signed by the Apostles there. (But they had not been authorised to wreck the work of the Apostle Paul, Gal 2:6-9.) And claimed that what they taught was the ORIGINAL Gospel, taught by the ORIGINAL Apostles. This wouldn't have been true, but read Acts 15:1-35; 21:17-25, and you will see that the church at Jerusalem contained many who were still enslaved with Law-keeping. Such converted Pharisees would have been eager to make Gentiles obey the Law. Paul says that they are not his superiors. He's not answerable to them to adjust what he teaches to rules even if they had given them. He was called, commissioned, authorised and empowered to evangelise Corinth etc as "The Apostle of the Gentiles," Gal 2:6-10. While he was happy to confess that he was the LEAST of the APOSTLES, he had been greatly used by God, 1 Cor 15:9-11. The Lord had revealed to the 12 that He would build His church, Mt 16:18, and the early chapters of Acts record the church being formed, and groping towards church life. But the nature of the church remained unknown until God revealed it to Paul, Eph 3:2-4:16. He acknowledges the Jerusalem Apostles, but, having heard his Gospel, they, who the FTs claim to follow, acknowledged that the Gospel Paul preached was in harmony with the Gospel they preached, 1 Cor 9:1; 15:1-11; Gal 1:12-17; 2:7. 

11:6 THOUGH I may not be a trained speaker- Even if my preaching isn't as impressive and entertaining as that of a professionaI orator, 10:10. (Like Tertullus, Acts 24:1-5.) I do have KNOWLEDGE- They may outdo him in salesmanship and showmanship, but his knowledge of the Gospel was God-given, and thorough, 3:6-12; 4:4-6; 1 Cor 2:6-16; Eph 1:9; 3:1-6; Col 1:25-27. Paul had deliberately avoided oratory and cleverly-worded appeals that might have impressed them, to 

Footnote **8 They'd spent 3 years with the Lord Jesus, and been publicly named by Him as His Apostles, and worked many miracles. Christ had them with Him on the Mt of Transfiguration, the Last Supper, and at Gethsemane, and revealed Himself to them after the resurrection, Jn 20:21, commissioned them, Mt 28:18-20: Acts 1:8. They had played their part on the Day of Pentecost when the Church was founded, Acts 2. 

    make sure their trust was in the God of the Gospel, 1 Cor 1:17; 2:1-5. As at Ephesus he had given them the whole truth of God, Acts 20:20-27. When congregations grow concerned about the skilfulness of the preaching, they lose concern about what is said. Expert professional skills may hide the poverty of the content, which may be empty of the knowledge of Christ crucified and the power of the Spirit that raised Him from the dead., Eph 1:15-23. 

THOROUGHLY MANIFEST/perfectly clear AMONG/to YOU- The Church at Corinth was formed from those converted through Paul's sharing with them his knowledge of the Gospel. The effect on their lives showed his knowledge of God was genuine. To add anything to the God-given Gospel that presents Christ to men for their receiving and Salvation, was in fact to distract hearers from the glorious eternal reality. IN ALL THINGS/every way- Or among all men. The Gospel is for all men. All of it is true in every way, Acts 1:8; 17:2; 22:15; Mk 16:15; 

11:7-8 HAVE I COMMITTED AN OFFENCE/Was it a sin for me- Hamartia- Literally "Missing the mark" - Sin is that, and the word means sin in general. to lower MYSELF IN ORDER TO EXALT/elevate YOU I PREACHED THE GOSPEL to you free of charge- Does it seem a sin to them, something they hold against him and the Gospel, that in Grace, at cost to himself and others, he GAVE them the Gospel freely. His action echoes that of The Lord and Saviour, 8:9. Grace is free, but not cheap - see what it cost the Lord to provide it, 5:21, and the cost to Paul to proclaim it. To be self-supporting through pride would have been sinful, but Paul lived in physical poverty, weakness and unselfish eagerness to share God's Word, so his hearers might become rich, 4:11-12; 6:10; 1 Cor 1:5. The FTs sinned in teaching error, and in exploiting the church, 11:20 but the Corinthians admired them for setting a high value on themselves and their message, demanding to be treated as important. **9

I ROBBED OTHER CHURCHES- Sulao. The word was first used of a Soldier gathering plunder after a battle to provide weapons and food for his further soldiering. A similar word is used in Col 2:8. Paul hadn't come to Corinth to get profit out of them, as the FTs had. His campaign there was financed by his tent making, Acts 18:3, and by "Loot" from his previous campaigns. By not accepting gifts when preaching he made it clear that they weren't paying for the Gospel, earning merit by giving to a holy man, or that he came to them with a view to earning his living. But when he left them, he was happy for converts to show fellowship with him in the further spread of the Gospel, by giving so others might hear it, 1:16; 1 Cor 16:6, 11. WAGES/support- Opsonion- Opson= Food. Oneomai= To Buy. Money to buy food, rations for a soldier. As a soldier of the Lord, Paul had the right to have food provided to keep him strong and fit to fight the Lord's battles. 

Footnote **9 This fits Greek thinking. The great Greek thinker, Socrates, charged nothing for his advice. Antiphon said this showed him to be JUST, in not exploiting his hearers, but not WISE as people would think his wisdom worth nothing as he didn't charge for it. 

TO DO YOU SERVICE/so as to serve you- Diakonia- What a Diakonos= deacon does. Used of household duties, Lk 10:40, Helping Believers by feeding them physically, Acts 6:1, or spiritually, Acts 6:4. It was usual for a church to outfit God's servant in the ways needed for him to get to the next place. Paul suggested the Corinthians do that, 1 Cor 16:6. His campaign in Achaia was in this sense financed by the "spoils" from his Macedonian campaign. 

11:9-11 WHEN.. WITH YOU.. THE BRETHREN/brothers FROM MACEDONIA SUPPLIED- While with them he had supported himself so as not to be a burden, 1 Th 2:9. Later the Macedonians claimed the privilege of financial fellowship in further evangelising, by sending money when Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia to Paul at Corinth, freeing him to preach full time, Acts 18:5. Cp Phil 4:14-20. I KEPT MYSELF Tereo- To watch over, be alert, to keep. FROM BEING BURDENSOME/a burden to YOU in any way- Paul was determined not to be a financial burden to them. AND SO WILL I KEEP MYSELF/continue to do so- Tereo. 

AS THE TRUTH OF CHRIST IS IN ME- Christ always spoke the truth, and His Servants speaking on His behalf are committed to doing the same. Cp 1:17-22; 7:14; 12:6; Rom 9:1. NO MAN SHALL STOP THIS BOASTING/of mine- They might not like his failure to demand support, and be treated as important, but he remembered it with pleasure, saw it as what God wanted, and working out well as part of his being glad about his weakness and His Lord's enabling, 12:9. It wasn't suffering poverty because poverty was a virtue, or because it was inescapable. IN ACHAIA- Athens and Corinth were its main towns. 

BECAUSE I do not LOVE YOU- Agapao- To love sacrificially, persistently, fully. Used of God's constant attitude towards mankind, Jn 3:16. Used too of our love for our Lord in response to that love, and our love for our brothers in God's family in fellowship with Him, Jn 14:15-24; 15:9-17; 1 Jn 4:19-5:3. The Lord lives within every child of God, Jn 1:12, and the Holy Spirit moves and empowers us to love, and act in love towards all men, Mt 5:44-45; Rom 5:5; 13:8-10; 15:2; Gal 5:22. All we do is worthless without such love, 1 Cor 13:1-3. Paul's not taking financial support from them wasn't pride in himself, and despising them, or in any way motivated by lack of love for them. GOD KNOWETH/knows I do- Men, because they are sinful, may twist any good action - Accuse those accepting money of preaching for gain. Accuse those who refuse money, of being unwilling to accept their fellowship. Cp the Lord's experience, Mt 11:16-19.

11:12 BUT I will.. to CUT OFF OCCASION/the ground- Aphorme- A base of operations in war. Sin used the commandment as such a base in Rom 7:8. FROM THEM/those.. MAY BE FOUND EVEN AS WE/be considered equal to us.- Paul's policy will continue because it's the best way to show up the difference between true servants of God who preach the Gospel because they love God and men, and the FTs who have selfish aims. If they wanted to boast that they were superior to Paul they could compete in unselfishness. When Christian preachers are popular and well-paid many want to be Preachers. When the Wolf of persecution attacks God's flock, they run, Jn 10:12-13. Men who prefer study to other work go to a Bible College, and expect to gain a paid position when they qualify. When a paid position is offered for Preachers etc, that someone applies for it may mean that they're called and gifted by God for the work, or it may not. Not loafers or dreamers, but those who are working well at an honest occupation are likely to be called by the Lord to spiritual work, Mt 4:18-22. And when He calls men they won't wait until someone pays them to do it. When we see them doing the Lord's work sacrificially and fruitfully, we can safely begin to support them financially so as to free them to work more effectively. The FTs had come to Corinth and said "We're servants of Christ, like Paul, only more important ones - you must pay us well." Paul's conduct gave the Corinthians no excuse for believing them. 

11:13 FOR SUCH men ARE FALSE APOSTLES- Throughout the Epistle Paul had raised questions about them and their doctrine and laid out the truths they opposed, as a foundation for the blunt statement he makes now. **10 DECEITFUL WORKERS/workmen- Satan is a Liar and Deceiver, Jn 8:44, and so are his agents. They will pretend to be more HOLY than the Gospel, and demand that God's servants become celibate Priests and Nuns, 1 Tim 4:1-5. Pretend to be more RIGHTEOUS than the Gospel, and demand that Christians keep the OT Law. Pretend to be more LOVING than the Gospel, and say there is no hell, or that any religion is pleasing to God if its worshippers are sincere. Pretend to have more FAITH than the Gospel demands - Faith that will produce miracles of Healing, etc so that God will do what we demand of Him. Pretend to be more LOYAL to details of doctrine and conduct than the Gospel is, and so set Godly men and women quarrelling with each other, (Rom 16:17-18, in contrast to Rom 14:1-15:13) over Bible Translations, Hymnbooks, Correct forms of words in worship, forms of witness, etc.

Footnote **10 Spelling out the realities of the New Covenant of the Spirit, the Lord's role as Saviour and Judge, the Believer enriched with treasure, yet remaining clay, suffering in this life in fellowship with his Lord, called to break from the old life and live as Sons and Daughters of God, etc. This would have alerted the Corinthians to the fact that they had been listening to slanders against Paul and the Gospel. The contrast between the way Paul and the FTs live would have raised doubts about them. They came to Corinth as if they were Apostles, but the work they are doing isn't the work the Lord sent His Apostles to do. They can TALK like Apostles, expect to be supported as they were, but are counterfeit coin - when tested by the unselfishness test they don't ring true. They represent Christ and His Gospel falsely, 11:4, etc so are FALSE Apostles, speaking Satan's Gospel. Their Jesus/ spirit/ Gospel is DIFFERENT because they are working in opposition to Him, and that's why they oppose Paul. They had no claim on the church OF GOD at Corinth even if they seem to be successfully working in His Name, Mt 7:15-27; Rev 2:2. We are commanded to show grace to believers who differ from us, receive them, and teach them gently and patiently, Rom 14:1-15:13; 2 Tim 2:23-26. But when a man is a PREACHER, and his teaching or example denies the Gospel and leads men astray, he is to be rebuked, 1 Tim 5:28, even if he is as great and good as the Apostle Peter, Gal 2:11-21. And when we're rebuked we're to speak of the one who rebuked us as Peter did, 2 Pet 3:15-16. When we see Leaders dividing God's people we must flee from them, Rom 16:17-20.

   Only by presenting evil as being in some way GOOD, can the Deceiver trap Godly men and women. See 2:17; 4:2; Mt 4:6. They didn't openly attack the Gospel of Grace, and insist on the Christians following the outward forms of Judaism as had been done in Galatia. In Corinth they were more crafty, concentrating first on discrediting Paul, and then his Gospel, adjusting their demands to win support from Greek Wisdom enthusiasts, and Charismatic enthusiasts claiming Kingdom privileges, 1 Cor 4:8, etc. And so progressively bring in righteousness based on the Law, professional religious wisdom, etc, and they would have permanent positions of power and wealth in the Lord's Name! 

TRANSFORMING THEMSELVES INTO/masquerading as APOSTLES OF CHRIST- As a man might dress himself in the uniform of an enemy army so as to work among them to defeat them, these men came to the church at Corinth claiming to be bringing the message Christ had given them. We may be too easily impressed by gifted, confident, and demanding preachers, 1 Jn 4:1-5; 2 Jn 7-11. Their most damaging work is taking the believer's attention away from Christ, and discrediting His faithful servants. No matter how hard anyone works for God, if his work isn't an outworking of God's love in his heart, Rom 5:5, on the Gospel foundation, it's worthless, 1 Cor 3:10-15; 13:1-7. Cp Mt 7:15-27; Gal 1:6-10.

11:14 AND NO MARVEL/wonder- It isn't surprising that Satan's agents don't declare themselves as such and say "We're here to take you away from the enjoyment of Salvation and use you against Christ!" FOR SATAN HIMSELF IS TRANSFORMED INTO/masquerades as AN ANGEL OF LIGHT- Present tense. It's his normal way of working. Cp Gal 1:8. Angels shine with the glory of God, Lk 2:9, and honour Him. Satan doesn't come to us as Satan, offering us the chance to SIN against God and His purposes. Rather he offers us a chance to enlist in some crusade FOR God! Satan may work through cruel Rulers as a persecuting "Roaring Lion," 1 Pet 5:8-11, but he is far more dangerous when he puts his agents in the Pulpit preaching high ideals for the good of humanity to be achieved by self-righteous action. Or through men who work miracles, but centre attention on themselves, not Christ, Mt 7:15-27; Acts 8:9-24; 2 Th 2:9. Or through men who profess great devotion to the Word of God, but who are obsessed with argument and attacking false doctrine. If the fruit of their message is bitterness, division, and strife we know the source of their message.

The FTs adopted Satan's role, techniques and skills. His purpose is to maintain division and unforgivingness, 2:10-11; to blind men to the glory of Christ in the Gospel, 4:4; and to sever Believers from obedient joyful fellowship with their Lord, 6:14-7:1; 11:3. Contrast 1 Pet 1:3-9 and 2 Pet 3:1-14. He doesn't ask Christians to cheat on tax returns in order to lie and to steal, but to do so because the Government would spend the money on anti-God education, waste it on dole bludgers, etc. Although our carnal natures ENJOY feeling spiritually superior by criticising others for their, perhaps real, faults and errors, Satan enables us to by-pass the warnings against slander, bitterness, divisiveness, etc by assuring us God's honour needs to be defended. That some emphasize GRACE and live carelessly becomes an excuse to attack the Gospel of Grace, and insist on Law-works. That some emphasize the need to work at holy living, becomes an excuse for accusing them of denying the Gospel. Salvation IS by Grace, through Faith, the gift of God received, AND it results in good works to His Glory. Satan wants us to take our stand on one half, and waste our energies fighting those who take their stand on the other half! The evil in any teaching or practice should be acknowledged as evil, and the good in it acknowledged as good, to the best of our understanding, by our speaking the truth in Love from the Scriptures in a non-argumentative spirit. Grace without Holiness, and Holiness without Grace are equally deceitful. (Or as D Carson says in FROM TRIUMPHALISM TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY. IVP 1984. "Because Leaders offer Health, wealth, and self-fulfilment and success, and exude it, is no reason for funding them, and ignoring their doctrinal errors, and their exploitation of followers.")

11;15 NO GREAT THING/not surprising IF HIS MINISTERS/servants- Paul leaves the FTs unnamed. He sums up the things which mark those working for Satan (whether as innocently as Peter, in Mt 16:22-23, Gal 2:11-16, or as guiltily as Judas in Jn 13:27-30,) so that Christians in Corinth, and in all places and times could recognise such FTs. And as a reminder that it isn't PEOPLE and MOTIVES we're to judge and condemn, Mt 7:1-5; Lk 6:37; Jn 7:24; Lk 9:49-50, but DOCTRINES and ACTIONS, 1 Cor 2:15-16; 1 Th 5:21; Heb 5:14. A man's TEACHINGS or ACTIONS may require judgment and disciplinary action, 1 Cor 5:1-6; 2 Th 3:6-15; 1 Tim 1:19-20, but there must be no human pride or spitefulness involved. Our goal is for the sinner to separate himself from the sin, repent, and be restored to the Lord, and to us, 2:5-11.

TRANSFORMED/masquerade AS MINISTERS/servants OF RIGHTEOUS-NESS- The Gospel is the TRUE righteousness, 3:9; 5:19-21; 6:7; 1 Cor 1:30, but many FTs offer a false righteousness. Judging from what Paul wrote in chapter 3 they proclaimed a Law-righteousness achieved by self-effort, such as Paul had once aimed at Phil 3:6-9; Acts 13:39; Gal 2:21; Rom 10:3-4. Trying to achieve righteousness as servant-slaves of God is denying and belittling the only basis on which man can ever have it - Receiving it as a gift from God, by faith, and living it out in fellowship with Him, by His indwelling Spirit, Rom, 3:19-26; 8:1-25 Eph 2:1-10. The FTs weren't demanding Law-obedience as openly as in Galatia, but see 3:5-18; 11:4, etc. We meet such Teachers today. The JWs at my door lament the sinfulness of the world, and demand righteous living. And when I quote Gospel verses to Mormons at our door, they say "Yes we believe that too." even though the whole thrust of their doctrine is anti-Gospel. 

END.. ACCORDING TO WORKS/actions deserve- They may fool God's people, but God will give them what their works deserve. If disobedient Christians, 1 Cor 3:8-15 applies. If Unbelievers, having done Satan's work, they share his fate, Mt 25:41. Knowing that God has delivered us from the wages we deserved, Rom 6:23, should make us humbly careful in our response to Gal 6:7-9. (See Ps 62:12; Isa 5:20-21; Acts 10:35; Jas 2:14-26; 3:13; 1 Jn 3:7; 1 Pet 1:13-19. )

11-16-33 PAUL & THE FALSE APOSTLES COMPARED

(To show how they differ from true servants of God Paul places himself alongside them by joining them in the folly of BOASTING - Talking about himself - but with a difference!)

11:16-17 I SAY AGAIN/repeat- taking up again from 11:1. LET NO MAN Take ME for A FOOL- #10:9. Preachers who talk about themselves, instead of about Christ, as the FTs have done, are foolish. Living in the light of God's Word and presence as Paul does makes him aware of this. He has said that their high-sounding teachings are a Satanic fraud. He now shows the folly of their claim to superiority. but IF OTHERWISE.. RECEIVE ME- If you see the folly of what I am doing (as I do) tolerate me defending myself even though it means I have to stoop to the childish level of talking about myself as they do. He asks for a fair chance to put himself alongside his rivals and display himself and his qualifications as they have been doing.

I am not talking as THE LORD would- He isn't denying that he is saying what God wants him to say. He's saying that advertising oneself isn't the work the Lord had given him. Being an Apostle committed him to speaking about his Lord and what He had done. Reporting on that work, Acts 14:26-27; 15:3-4; 21:17-19; Gal 2:1-10, was incidental. The Lord discouraged self-advertising, Mt 8:4; 16:20; Mk 7:36; Lk 8:56, and set the example for His servants, Phil 2:1-15. All we have has been received as a gift and is no cause for boasting, and having pleased our Master we have no need to seek the approval of men, 1 Cor 4:1-7. But in this case his loving concern for the Corinthians requires him to give them the information they need in order to see the folly and falseness of the FTs and their message. True boasting is in the Lord, and true praise comes from Him alone 10:17-18. Cp Gal 6:14; Phil 3:3. The boasting he must do isn't of itself "In the Lord" but by the purpose for which he is using it, it becomes so.

BUT AS FOOLISHLY/a fool would- #11:1. IN THIS CONFIDENCE OF/in this self-confident BOASTING- This is the role in which he's acting, and warning that his readers can't simply say "Paul boasts, so we can boast too." To follow Paul in his boasting we must have the same goal. He is making a fool of himself for their good, as a parent might take part in their children's games, for the good of those children. 

11:18-19 SEEING THAT MANY- God's faithful servants may stand alone, as Elijah did, 1 Ki 18. GLORY AFTER THE FLESH/are boasting the way the world does- #10:2. Cp 1 Cor 3:1-3; Gal 5:13-26. KJV FLESH is what the Greek says, meaning our fallen human nature. As most people today think of flesh as meat, etc, and the world is ruled by men's fleshly natures, NIV translates it as WORLD. That is useful for Bible-ignorant people, but for full understanding we need to use the word FLESH. Boasting is natural to fallen human nature, and is the world's way of doing things - they talk of what men have done, and ignore God. Many Christian Preachers copy the world in this, saying how wonderful they are, what wonderful things they have done, and that draws crowds to hear them, send them money, etc. They trust in outward display, and appearance. Paul is reluctant to speak of himself, knowing that the Flesh is condemned in the Cross, 10:5; Gal 2:20; 6:13-14; Phil 3:3. I too WILL GLORY ALSO/boast- #10:8. As the boasting of the FTs was taken as qualifying them to direct the faith and activities of the church, Paul will present his case alongside theirs, but always emphasising his own weakness, and the Lord's Grace and power. 

SUFFER FOOLS GLADLY put up with fools- #11:1. since you ARE so WISE- The FTs had acted like Politicians, or Entertainers presenting themselves as wonderful people, and flattering their listeners. They sneered at Paul for slaving away for people. They insisted that as God's Ambassadors they should be treated as important people. Today some Preachers also insist they're entitled to the best of everything, and often saying that if we have "Faith" we too will claim from God anything we want. The carnal Corinthians had happily listened to this folly, proud that as worldly-wise people they weren't narrow-minded enough to protest at anti-Gospel ideas and behaviour, 1 Cor 3:16-23; 4:10; 8:1-7; 13:2. Paul calling them "wise" is sharp criticism! The way Paul expresses it would make them wonder if being impressed by this boasting and bossiness really WAS being wise. In effect he says "Look at these self-promoted Leaders. See how you've been imposed on. Wake up and put things right."

11:20 IF anyone enslaves you- Christ purchased all Believers by His blood and freed us from the slavery of sinful self-indulgence, Jn 8:34-36, and the hopeless drudgery of Law-keeping. It's folly and sin for them to go back from Rom 8, to Rom 6 and 7. See Gal 3:1-5:25. The aggressive egoism of the FTs was just what the fleshly nature EXPECTED and APPROVED of in Leadership. To follow such leaders had made sense to them, and gave them the hope of becoming such "successful in this world" Christians. BUT their spiritual lives were taken over, robbing them of the freedom and joy of walking directly with the Lord. The Professing Church wrongly put up with such spiritual and material oppression by Popes, Bishops etc, until the Reformation. Today more often it's a man who calls himself a prophet, or miracle-worker who takes over the lives of his followers and enslaves them.

DEVOUR/exploits YOU- Paul had stood back and built them up in the Lord/ in their dependence on the Lord. Like the Pharisees, Mk 12:40, the FTs annexed them as their personal property, fattening themselves on them, Rom 16:18. takes advantage OF YOU- Literally, Traps you, as a hunter does, as in 12:16. They belonged to God, and in a sense to Paul. The FTs ignored this and treated them as if they were wild animals that anyone clever enough could trap, and use at will. As Gentile Rulers did with their people, Hab 1:14-16; Mk 10:42-45. 

IF A MAN EXALT/pushes HIMSELF forward- Lords it over you, despises you. Makes use of you NOT AS A FRIEND in mutual fellowship (as the Lord makes use of His servants) but in using you, despises you for being usable, rather than appreciates you for being useful. IF A MAN slaps YOU ON/in THE FACE- Bullying any who questioned their behaviour or teaching. The Pharisees "slapped people down" verbally in Jn 7:47-52; 9:32-34. But physical violence was also possible as the High Priest ordered in Acts 23:2. Cp 1 Kings 22:24; Mt 5:39; Lk 22:63; Christian leaders were not to be STRIKERS, 1 Tim 3:3; Titus 1:7. 

11:21 CONCERNING REPROACH/To my shame- Atimia- disgrace, shame. AS.. too WEAK to do that- Shamefully timid as you think we were in not doing that, 1 Cor 4:8-13. But his being apologetic is so ridiculous it must have made them feel ashamed, and revalue the parental, 1 Th 2:5-12, Christ-like, shepherd unselfishness with which he'd treated them in contrast to the bullies who exploited them. 

WHEREINSOEVER ANY IS BOLD/What anyone else dares to boast about- #10:2. Paul will give his credentials alongside those the FTs boasted, so they can judge the facts. But it's obvious that the credentials he gives aren't things the natural man boasts of. (I SPEAK FOOLISHLY/am speaking as a fool)- The domineering invaders were (in God's sight) FOOLS, as were those who admired them. Paul is speaking as such people speak. I AM BOLD ALSO/dare to boast- Paul's position and achievement was vastly superior to that of these empty boasters who judged people by outward show, and what they gained for themselves. Paul has a clear conscience before God, 1:12. He takes up the fool's role of self-advertisement, and lets the facts speak for themselves. 

11:22 ARE THEY HEBREWS? SO AM I- Pure-blooded Jews who spoke Aramaic, read the OT in Hebrew and lived according to tradition, as against racially or linguistically diluted Jews who lived in Galilee, or Greek-speaking lands. See Isa 9:1-2; Jn 7:45-52; Acts 6:1; 22:2; Phil 3:5. The FTs must have boasted this, and suggested Paul wasn't a real Jew. Christ made Paul Apostle to the Gentiles in absolute contrast to his position and action by natural birth, Acts 8:3; 22:3-5; 26:4-5; 1 Tim 1:13. He continued to treasure the privileges that his Jewishness had brought him, which flourished and fruited in his present service. 

ARE THEY ISRAELITES? SO AM I- God in Grace granted the name ISRAEL to Jacob, who clung to Him for blessing, Gen 32;28. Jewishness from the social and religious angle, Jn 1:47; Rom 9:4; 11:1. SEED OF ABRAHAM/Abraham's descendants  SO AM I- A Jew from the viewpoint of God's purposes, accepted as Righteous by Faith, and heirs of the promises made to Abraham, not merely by physical descent, Jn 8:31-40; Rom 9:6-13. Abraham was called-out by God, and by Faith obeyed, Heb 11:8. Paul as part of God's church/ called out company, 1:1; Eph 3:1-12, claims his place with Abraham, Rom 4:1-5:2, the Father of the Faithful, the Justified-by-Faith Believer, who by Grace had fellowship with God. Whatever shades of meaning are implied in the three terms, Paul is, and has, all that anyone could claim in relation to the OT revelation.

11:23 ARE THEY MINISTERS/servants OF CHRIST- #11:15. Moving from the OT past into the present, where the most wonderful thing is to be a servant of Christ in whom all its promises are being fulfilled, and blessings granted. Spiritual blessings more wonderful than living in the land of Israel, and enjoying earthly blessings. In fellowship with Him, His servants share His life and work, in rejoicing and rejection, Jn 15:18-16:33; Rom 8:15-25; 1 Pet 1:3-9. Paul isn't saying the FTs ARE servants of Christ. He's already shown that they were working for Satan, though even the best of us do some of that, Mt 16:23. But whatever their claims were, Paul's servanthood is obvious in the servant characteristics that he now lists. The servants of an Emperor wielded blatant power. The servants of the wealthy lived richly. The servants of Christ Crucified lived as Paul did; 6:4, servants of a Servant-Saviour, under the New Covenant, 3:4-4:1.

(I SPEAK AS A FOOL.. to talk like this)- #11:17. In view of what the Lord had said, Mt 18:1-4; 23:8-12; Lu 22:24-27; Jn 13:1:17, it was ridiculous for the FTs to make self-important claims that they serve Christ. Paul lived and preached in fellowship with Christ crucified, but to advertise that fact was folly, too.

I AM MORE- Paul proves this by listing the qualities of servanthood that make it obvious he serves Christ the Servant of all. Unless the FTs can show a better record they had no right to criticise Paul in his obedience to Christ. Or to attempt to turn Believers from his God-given teaching. Unspiritual men such as the FTs parade their triumphs, as Rulers of the Gentiles did - often exaggerated. He could have said he had founded more churches, but he is boasting not in outward success, but in his weakness, that God's grace has used. He refused present power and glory on the Devil's terms, Mt 4:8-10. They have accepted it. As the Lord had foretold, Paul's Apostleship and service was marked by suffering, Acts 20:23. He bore in his body the brand marks of Christ's ownership, or battle scars, Gal 6:17. While perhaps none since have served Christ as Paul did, something of the spirit Paul showed in this list is a test of the reality of any claim to be serving Christ. Cp 4:7-12; 6:40; 9:16; Lk 6:40; Jn 15:20. Acts doesn't record most of these things. Some would have happened between Acts 9:20 and 13:2. 

IN LABOURS MORE ABUNDANT/worked much harder- Paul uses the word of his labours at tent-making, 1 Cor 4:12, and in the Gospel, Phil 2:16; 1 Th 3:5. In serving Christ he had worked to exhaustion more than others had. In 1 Cor 15:10 it's the quantity of work done. Here it's the costliness of his service to Christ. The FTs may have preached Christ triumphant from whom Kingdom privileges could be claimed and enjoyed. If so it would explain why they had such a welcome at Corinth, 1 Cor 4:8. IN STRIPES/flogged more severely- Or beyond reason, wrongfully, Acts 16:37. IN PRISONS MORE frequently- The only one recorded at this stage is in Acts 16:37; Rom 16:3-7. IN DEATHS OFT/exposed to death again and again- DEATHS- plural- Been in situations where death was likely, as at Lystra, Acts 14:19. Cp 1:8-12; 4:11-12; Rom 8:36; 1 Cor 15:30-32. 

11:24-25 OF THE JEWS FIVE TIMES RECEIVED I the FORTY STRIPES/ lashes minus ONE- The Lord warned this would happen, and Paul had taken part in such beatings, Acts 22:19; 26:11. Short of execution 40 lashes was the maximum punishment, Deu 25:2-3. In practice they stopped at 39 so as to be sure they were within the Law. Stripped to the waist, tied down and beaten with a whip, 13 strokes across the chest, then 13 across each shoulder. The Law gave this penalty for idolatry, sexual sin, etc but it was extended to cover any disapproved action. Offering Salvation to the Gentiles, and insisting that Jesus was the Messiah, Acts 4:1-21; 5:17-42; 9:20-22, would be considered grounds for a beating to discourage him from doing so. Stated in Jewish idiom "I TOOK.." Paul held on to his Jewishness, including the right to preach in the synagogue, (and to be flogged for it!) out of a deep love for his own Jewish people, Rom 9:1-5; 10:1. 

Three times I WAS BEATEN WITH RODS- Under Roman law, Acts 16:22; 22:25-29. That Paul was so beaten doesn't prove he wasn't a Roman Citizen, or that at Philippi he failed to claim the protection his citizenship gave. Roman historians record cases where citizens were beaten. Proof of citizenship wasn't easy, and punishment was an urgent need if a rioting crowd was to be calmed down. They could say they believed a claim to citizenship was false. ONCE I WAS STONED- Acts 14:19. Three times shipwrecked- Apart from the later experience at Malta. These are not recorded, but were a constant hazard for travellers at the time, boats being small, storms sudden, no navigation aids in fog, etc. A NIGHT AND A DAY I HAVE SPENT IN/on THE DEEP/open sea- Adrift at sea clinging to wreckage.

11:26 IN PERILS/danger from rivers- Rivers on main roads were bridged by the Romans, but Paul took the Gospel to areas off the main road. And, when fleeing persecutors bridges would be obvious places for them to wait to kill Paul. When they came to flooded rivers travellers had to choose between risking a crossing, or waiting until crossing was safer. ROBBERS/bandits- The Romans made main roads safe for their armies, and large groups of people. The Good Samaritan story describes a common experience for individuals and small groups. 

MY COUNTRYMEN- They resented his offer of Salvation in Christ to Jews and Gentiles, Acts 9:23, 29; 13:45; 14:2; 19; 17:5; 18:12; 20:19; 21:27-28. This was hard to bear as it was his deep love for his own people that moved him to evangelise synagogues with the Gospel and so provoke Jewish resentment as well as Jewish conversions. from HEATHEN/Gentiles- As Apostle to the Gentiles he was automatically exposed to dangers from them. They resented his challenge to their Deities, as at Ephesus, Acts 19:23-41, and his condemnation of sinful living and call to repent and believe the Gospel, Acts 14:15-19; 16:16-22; 17:5-9. IN THE CITY.. WILDERNESS/country.. SEA- The three sum up the whole earth. Apart from the normal hazards, wherever Paul went his work as the Lord's faithful servant made him a marked man by the Enemy, and Satan has agents everywhere. 

IN PERILS/danger AMONG/from FALSE BRETHREN/brothers- People who claim to have been born into God's family by the Gospel. Eg the FTs now at Corinth, whether really brothers in Christ, or fakes. Paul placed this last because it was the least deserved, and the deepest grief to him, Gal 2:4. It emphasised the enormity of their unkindness in welcoming and following people who denied the Gospel, and opposed Paul its preacher. In Paul's time most "False Brothers" were Jews eager to force the Gospel back into the OT mould as in Ch 3, and stay linked with Christ-rejecting Judaism, under the protection of Roman Law as Jews, and so escape the OFFENCE of the Cross, Gal 6:12, etc. 

11:27 IN WEARINESS AND PAINFULNESS/I have laboured and toiled- #10:15 Worked so hard it left him worn out, 1 Th 2:9; 2 Th 3:8. IN WATCHINGS OFTEN/gone without sleep- In self-supporting labour so as to leave his days free for preaching, or preaching at night when slaves were free to come and listen, Acts 20:7-12, 31, or in Prayer.

HUNGER AND THIRST.. IN FASTINGS OFTEN/gone without food- 1 Cor 4:11. Because of travelling, poverty, or being too busy, as in Mk 3:20, or too urgently escaping from danger to have time to eat. Paul spent time in voluntary fasting and praying at Antioch, Acts 13:1-3, and presumably at times afterwards. But here he is listing the sufferings that came from putting the work of His Master first, 6:4-5. Cp Jn 4:34. The sufferings of Christ's servants are incidental to their service, not self-inflected hardships. Self-sacrifice is the shadow of love, not a substitute for it. All this, while the Corinthians were listening eagerly to men who claimed to be enjoying the PRIVILEGES of serving Christ the King, in well-paid service, (at their expense) and offering material rewards and blessings in their form of the Gospel, as a result of law-obedience, triumphant faith etc. 

COLD AND NAKEDNESS- Without adequate clothing and shelter in cold weather. The urgency of spreading the Gospel, and being pursued by enemies caused Paul to travel in weather that most people wouldn't venture out in. He didn't have the fine robes of a Kingly herald or ambassador - he wanted his old cloak, 2 Tim 4:13. 

    Some people then, and today, argue that as God's servant a Christian leader must have the best of everything, or his calling and faith are in doubt, so won't give support to anyone who doesn't talk BIG, and LOOK big. Cp Paul, 6:10; Rom 8:12-22. Having listed BODILY sufferings that came on him, Paul, as the consequences of his service to Christ, he will list the mental/ emotional/ spiritual sufferings also inevitable to a servant of God whose heart is in his work. 

11:28 BESIDES THINGS THAT ARE WITHOUT/everything else.. i face DAILY THE CARE/pressure OF/my concern for ALL THE CHURCHES- The physical sufferings would have forced most men to quit. But they were only the HUSK of the load Paul carried as a servant of the Lord. The heaviest burden is concern for the well-being of converts. "Church-making is heart-breaking. Church-mending is never-ending," William McDonald. Serving the Lord and seeing the Gospel responded to, is a joy, but not a carefree one. As soon as the Grace of God converts anyone they face all sorts of suffering, temptations, etc. Sharing in their triumphs and tragedies is a constant emotional and spiritual drain on Paul, 1 Th 1:4-3:10. 

Not the selfish worrying/ lack of faith in our Father's loving care forbidden in Mt 6:25-34, but seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness for those converted by the Gospel as he preached it, and so under his Pastoral/ Parental care, 7:2-4; 12:14. There was much to burden his heart in the state of the church beset by problems within and persecution from without, 1:6-7; 2:13; 7:5. The sending of Titus and the Epistles were expressions of this concern. Pastoral care is relatively easy and enjoyable when the flock appreciate the Pastor, are eager to please their Lord, and keen to go on for God in all the ways of the Gospel. The Believers at Corinth had added to this anxious care. No human wisdom or power could protect them, or correct them, and enforce obedience to that correction. All he had was his human love reflecting the love of God, Rom 5:5, and conscious weakness that cast itself on the sovereign mercy, wisdom, holiness and power of his Lord whom he served. 

11:29 WHO IS WEAK, AND I NOT WEAK- His anxiety wasn't lack of Faith, but overflowing compassion, shared in prayer for them with our High Priest, Lk 13:34; Heb 4:16; 5:2. He rejoices in their rejoicing and suffers in their suffering as fellow-members of the body of Christ, 1 Cor 12:26. Paul fellowships with them in their weakness and frailty, knowing from experience the pressures they are under. His encouraging word is "If any feel too weak to do the Lord's will I also feel I am, but as I trust and obey HE makes it happen," Phil 4:13. Apart from ordinary weakness, as in 11:21; Rom 8:3, etc, there is weakness of Faith - the failure to grasp the freedom of sonship in God's grace, that leaves men conscience-ridden, dependent on Rules and Regulations, Rom 14:1-15:7; 1 Cor 8:1-13. To such weak Paul became as weak, although he himself was one of the strong, 1 Cor 9:22. The care of the churches required this of him. 

WHO IS OFFENDED/led into sin- Skandalizo- To entrap, trip up, entice to sin, Mt 18:6, as the Corinthians had been, 11:2-3. AND I do not BURN- As any good parent would, he burns with shame/ distressed concern at the moral and doctrinal scandals among his "children" at Corinth. He burns in indignation at those who corrupt them for profit, and hinder their fellowship in Christ, 11:13-15. Paul knew offences must come, and the inevitable judgment on those who caused them, Lk 17:1. FTs, heresies and divisions would arise, Acts 20:29-30; Rom 16:17-18; 1 Cor 1:23; 11:19; 1 Tim 4;1-4, etc. Those with a shepherd's heart can never be unconcerned when the Lord's little ones stumble and lose their faith, joy, desire to go on with Him, and usefulness in His service, Rom 14:1-15:6; 1 Cor 8:7-13. The stumbling one is often to blame for not outgrowing their weakness, but our Lord's words remind us that our selfishness, rivalry, lack of loving concern, or unforgiving spirit may be at fault, Mk 9:33-50. All too often we have seen self-righteous leaders quarrelling, God's people divided, and the sheep scattered. 

11:30-33 IF I MUST GLORY/boast- #10:8. Their attitude towards him and towards the FTs required him to present his credentials. I WILL GLORY IN/boast of.. MY INFIRMITIES weakness- As he has to boast, he'll talk about the humiliating aspects of being an Apostle of an all-powerful, but at present rejected, Saviour. See 12:1-9. Cp 1:8-11; 4:5-12; 6:3-10; 12:7-10; 13:4. Paul again stresses the frailty of the earthen vessel, and the glory of the treasure committed to us, 1 Cor 15:10. As all we have is a gift of God's grace it is shameful to boast of skills, popularity, and success in the Lord's work. We need to resist the temptation to present a positive self image, or a negative one, as both dishonour our Lord. The latter insults His Power to save. The former involves our competing with the Lord for the credit and Glory that is His by right, Isa 42:1-8; Mt 6:1-6; Phil 2:11.

THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR/the LORD JESUS [CHRIST] WHICH/Who IS BLESSED/to be praised forever- Expressing reverence and awe as he speaks of God, Cp Gal 1:20; Eph 1:3; 1 Pet 1:3, knows I am NOT lying- This is an ironical build up. As if Paul says LOOK, I'm going to give the GREAT TRIUMPH that proves my Apostolic Servanthood. You'll find it hard to believe, so I'm calling God to witness that what I'm saying is true. But instead of deliverance by angels, chariots of fire, etc. a huddle of people at night sneak God's Ambassador-to-Damascus out, hunched up in a basket! He says "That's the kind of Hero I am, the triumphant Faith I live by, the kind of way of escape God has promised to provide from every temptation/ test, 1 Cor 10:13. IN DAMASCUS THE GOVERNOR- Ethnarch. ARETAS- King of the Nabatean Arabs west of Israel, BC 9-AD 39. Damascus was under Roman control, but Emperor Caligula may have put Aretas in charge there as he put Agrippa in charge of Israel. But an Ethnarch could be in charge of a racial group - an Ethnarch was responsible for the Jews in Alexandria. Aretas may have appointed an ethnarch for the Arabs of Damascus, or Jews and Arabs, as the man co-operated with the Jews, Acts 9:23-25.

KEPT THE CITY- Placed guards at the city gates with orders to arrest Paul, along with the Jews representing the Rulers at Jerusalem. Perhaps the ones Paul had brought there, Acts 9:1-9, 20-25. Paul's call to service included suffering, Acts 9:15-16. The opposition it stirred up in Damascus, gave him a foretaste of the humiliation involved in being the Apostle of a rejected Lord, Jn 15:18-25 This, Paul's first campaign, set the pattern for his ministry as an Apostle. THROUGH/from A WINDOW- Opening in the wall. IN A BASKET.. ESCAPED- Paul had planned to enter Damascus in a high-handed way with the High Priest's authority to arrest Christians and stamp out Christianity. The Lord of Glory met him on the road, and now Paul had a new Master. He was under new management, and this is how it worked out. No position of protected POWER, DIGNITY, COMFORT, MATERIAL WEALTH. The Believers bustled him out, as they did at Thessalonica, Ephesus, etc.

(His critics may have accused him of failing to live up to the dignity of representing the Lord of the Universe. Of being a coward too timid to assert himself, or of lacking the Faith to claim privileges and protection from God wherever he went. So he tells how his first mission as a servant of God finished. Not a demonstration of triumphant Faith. His humiliating departure from Damascus, followed the pattern of the even more humiliating departure of His Lord from Jerusalem - beaten, mocked, and led out to be nailed to a Cross between two robbers. But the Corinthians had been converted by his grace in coming to them, and their continued blessing involved his willingness to live under humiliating circumstances, FOR THEIR GOOD. What happened, befitted the ambassador of a crucified Christ. )

Chapter 12

12:1-10 Exalting Vision, & Humbling Thorn.

(Paul's Vision experience & balancing reminder of personal weakness.)

12:1 NOT EXPEDIENT/nothing to be gained FOR ME TO GLORY/I must go on boasting- "One Must Boast - Stick up for oneself," sounds like one of their slogans that Paul takes up. As talking about oneself draws attention to self and away from God, it can do little good. But at Corinth the challenge to his authority as an Apostle, and to the God-given, not-to-be-changed Gospel, committed to him, required it. VISIONS- Optasia- A Vision showing something of the invisible spiritual realities. Used of Christ's appearance to Paul, Acts 26:19. 

REVELATIONS OF/from THE LORD- Apokalupsis- An uncovering, unveiling, revealing something not previously known.  God revealing something of Himself and His purposes to the person chosen to receive it, as in Eph 3:3. The VISION which the person sees, is also a REVELATION of truth that God makes. Apart from Paul's conversion experience, Acts 9:3-9, God appeared to him as recorded in Acts 16:9; 18:9; 22:17-21; 27:23; Gal 2:2. Paul says "God spoke to me" not to claim "I'm the kind of man God chooses to speak to," but to remind them that God worked the miracle of their conversion through his preaching the Gospel of a crucified Christ in conscious weakness - the self-despair that's the inevitable consequence of having seen the eternal spiritual realities in God's presence. Such knowledge makes one realise that pride and self-glorification is foolish as well as false, Job 42:5-6. God grants visions/ revelations by His Sovereign will, and for His purposes, as GIFTS, of GRACE, not to be paraded. He ensures that the privileged man isn't free to use what Grace has granted for self-display, and Lording it over others. Instead of making God's servants proud, it makes them realise how weak and frail they are. Paul knows that in his flesh dwells no good thing, and is willing to die daily, so they may be strong, 4:10-15, etc. Presumably the vision served to strengthen his faith, as the Mt of Transfiguration. Mt 17:5-9 strengthened that of Peter, etc. Cp Vision granted to Zechariah, Lk 1:8-23; Resurrection, Lk 24:22-23; Stephen's, Acts 7:56. Heaven was very real to the early Christians. The spiritual world, invisible, powerful, and close at hand, 4:16-18.

12:2 I KNEW/know A MAN IN CHRIST- A Christian, having committed himself to Christ crucified, risen with Him, and alive in Him. Without this union with Christ no one IS a Christian, 5:14-21; Rom 8:9-18; Col 3:3. Paul is speaking of himself 12:7, but doesn't centre attention on himself by saying "I had this wonderful experience and I'll tell you about it so you will see how wonderful I am." Our Lord often referred to Himself as "The Son of man," Jn 12:23, drawing attention to the ROLE He had come to fulfil. So Paul speaks of his ROLE, that of a Believer receiving visions and revelations, as a SAMPLE of genuine ones. They are granted to "men in Christ Jesus" by God in Grace, for His purposes and for His glory alone. To experience the presence of God and the revelation of His will leaves no one running around boasting about their wonderful experience, and competing with others for the attention of men. Note the effect on Isaiah, Isa 6:5, and Moses, Heb 12:21. Cp Dan 8:27; Ezek 3:15. Contrast these with the self-important boasting Eliphaz used to back his "inspired" teaching, Job 4:12-21, that the Lord repudiated, Job 42:7-9. It's so easy to say "The Lord told me that we're to.." making the speaker seem important, and putting others under an obligation to do what they say. 

FOURTEEN YEARS AGO- Time indications are often given in the OT records of visions, Isa 6:1; Jer 1:1-11, etc. This shows it's a factual event in our world of history, vividly remembered. The time would have been about AD 44, when he was at Tarsus, Acts 9:30, or at Antioch before his call to the Mission field, Acts 11:26; 13:2-3. His Damascus Rd experience, and at Jerusalem, Acts 22:17-21, were earlier, other visions were later, 16:9; 18:9-10; 27:23-24; Gal 2:2. 

(WHETHER IN THE BODY- Whether taken up BODILY, hearing and seeing with physical human sight and hearing. I CANNOT TELL- Eido- To grasp with the mind, understand. OR OUT OF/apart from THE BODY- Being spiritually present in the Glory. Those Greeks who believed in a life after death, believed in the soul having such an experience, with the body left behind. Jews believed in a bodily resurrection, Acts 23:6-8, (based on Enoch, Gen 5:24; Heb 11:5, Elijah, 2 Ki 2:11, Mk 9:4.) Cp John's experience in Rev 4:1 onward. Paul saw nothing against being taken to Heaven bodily, but wisely avoids making it harder for Greeks to believe and get the message. **11

I CANNOT TELL, GOD knows- It was God's action, His concern, and He chose not to make clear to Paul whether the experience was physical or spiritual. Paul was content that his Father knew, and would tell him if he needed to know. Often we're unsure of the exact nature of what has happened - Eg is it our fault? someone else's fault? etc. We're to walk in the light, confess sin, be cleansed, and walk in love towards God and man as far as we can, and we honour God when we put the matter into His hands and leave it there, 1 Jn 1:5-2:6.

CAUGHT UP- Used in Acts 8:39; 1 Th 4:17; Rev 12:5. Caught up is passive - God's action, initiative and purpose. TO THE THIRD HEAVEN- In English we have singular and plural. Hebrew has DUAL as well. In Gen 1:1, HEAVEN is dual, so refers to the creation of TWO heavens - The atmospheric heaven in which birds fly, Gen 1:20, and the heaven of "space" in which the Sun, Moon, and Stars shine, 1:14-19. The limitless, spiritual Heaven of God's eternal presence is beyond these visible heavens, but not in the sense that it could be reached in a Rocket by travelling many Light Years into Space. The Eternal Word made Flesh for our Salvation, Jesus of Nazareth, as He walked this earth, was also in Heaven in the bosom of the Father, Jn 1:1-18. God isn't far away from any man, Acts 7:55; 17:28. Third Heaven means the highest and most complete heaven, the Heaven of heavens, beyond the universe human senses can observe. Caught up to the unimaginable highest and best place/ state, the very presence of God. **12 

12:3-4 I KNEW/know.. GOD knows- Paul treads carefully, emphasising both the certainties and uncertainties of the experience. CAUGHT UP to PARADISE- Paradeisos. The Third Heaven is also Paradise. As in the Parables, God takes up words used of human things to give us some idea of the spiritual reality. Paradeisos is from a Persian word for the private Park of a King or Nobleman, designed to be in every way delightful, Ecc 2:5. The King or Nobleman, and those he chose to invite, enjoyed this, high walls excluding all that was undesirable. Cp Rev 21:27. When the Jews translated the OT into Greek they used Paradeisos for the Garden of Eden. And, as the Last days were expected to restore the first days/ reverse the fall, it was used of the future state of blessedness. The Lord promised the Repentant Thief he would join Him there, Lk 23:42-43, and it's promised to Overcomers, Rev 2:7. As with Eden, the Tree and River of life will be there, Rev 22:1-2. In the NT Heaven/ the Lord's presence isn't a shadowy hope. It's seen as being near at hand, 

Footnote **11 When presenting the Gospel we must try to allow for the prejudices of our hearers, Jn 4:19-26; 1 Cor 9:19-23, and avoid antagonising them on side-issues so that they can get the main message. Once they're right with God, indwelt by the Spirit, He will work on those prejudices and put them right, Jn 16:12-15. Paul makes it clear that the body is acceptable to God, and to be used to honour him, 7:1; Rom 12:1; 1 Cor 6:12-20. Believers will experience bodily resurrection, 1 Cor 15:35-54; 1 Th 4:15-17. 

Footnote **12 So in a sense Christ was made higher than the heavens Heb 7:26, passed through the heavens, Heb 4:14, into Heaven, Mk 16:19; Eph 6:9. See also Deu 10:14; 1 Ki 8:27.

    liable to burst through in glorious visible reality at any moment, as we live with our eyes on the Lord, 3:15-5:10; Phil 3:12-21; 4:4-7; Heb 12:1-3. As it is balanced by the THORN, the experience of the Third Heaven and Paradise are the same event described in two ways. Cp Rev 4 & 5. 

HEARD UNSPEAKABLE WORDS/inexpressible things- Arrhetos- beyond the powers of a Rhetor= skilled speaker. Things so glorious and sacred that no words can express them. Paul says soberly "Yes God IS REAL. A man I know experienced that reality, but it's a reality BEYOND EXPRESSION. 

NOT LAWFUL/permitted- Exesti- As Mt 12:2, 4, etc. FOR A MAN- Anthropos= Human. #11:17. TO SPEAK/tell- God in Grace grants experiences to His children that are for them alone. To retell spiritual experiences to glorify oneself is the mark of carnal minds, and ungodly spiritual experiences. The experiences of the Godly are only briefly recorded in Scripture, any message received for retelling being the important thing. The reality of any man's experience of God is seen not in his publicising the experience, but in his transformed life. Those who talk a lot about their spiritual experiences, visions, etc contrast vividly with this, and make it almost certain that their experience didn't come from the Lord, as their response is one of pride, and self-assurance. **13 The revelation/ vision was for Paul to KNOW, and LIVE BY not to boast or argue about, or use to impress people, support his message. God grants men such experiences to steady and reassure them, not to satisfy human curiosity. Even if it had been possible for him to put his experience into words, it was unlawful/ not God's will for Him to attempt to do so. Yet it fitted him to write simply, clearly and confidently on some aspects of the future as 5:1-10; 1 Cor 15:50-57; Phil 1:21-23; 3:20; 1 Th 4:13-17; 2 Tim 4:8. Any attempt at describing THAT Glory, could only cheapen and defile it as human words are so inadequate to express even the limited understanding gained by human senses/ taken in by human minds.

12:5 OF SUCH A ONE/a man like that WILL I GLORY/boast- As with his gift of tongues, 1 Cor 14:6-18, Paul chose to speak as an impersonal witness to a spiritual reality, making clear his knowledge of God-given visions/ revelations as objective facts. As he wasn't one of the twelve, hadn't been on the Mt of Transfiguration, etc his readers needed to know that the Lord had revealed to him the reality of the invisible and spiritual things, commissioned him to speak the Gospel, etc. Paul refuses to gain personal credit from the experience that God in Grace has granted. OR become an encouragement to fleshly curiosity about the nature and possibility of such experiences, compete with others in their claims, etc. 

Footnote **13 As the reality of Heaven is beyond words it's spoken of in terms of a distant place, that echoes something of earthly joys and glories. This makes it seem LESS real than what we now experience. Cp The problems faced in explaining to a stone-age PNG native the nature and use of Electricity! Symbols help, as in Ezekiel's vision. God uses few words when describing revelations of Himself, etc, Ex 24:9-10, 17-18; Rev 4:2-3, etc. 

BUT/except about my INFIRMITIES/weaknesses- He's not denying that he was the man who had this experience, but conveying the fact that it wasn't an I-Me-MY PAUL thing. It was a GOD thing, given by God at His choosing, and not an experience offered in the Gospel, or to be boasted about. The WEAKNESS was Paul's PRESENT reality, and the price he paid for the foretaste of the eternal Glory from which God in the Gospel reaches down, and to which He in it calls us all, 2 Pet 1:1-4. 

12:6 If I should choose TO GLORY/boast- He could have said more about wonderful experiences, but they're not for boasting. A soldier isn't entitled to take home his equipment to show off to his friends, Instead of boasting in competition with his FT critics, he chooses to draw attention to the greatness of God, who has accomplished so much through His weak servant Paul. NOT A FOOL- Not a clown parading in a tinsel crown. I would be speaking THE TRUTH- #11:10. A hint that the FTs had gone beyond the truth in their claims. 

BUT I FORBEAR/refrain- #Pheidomai- To spare, treat leniently. Cp 1:23; 13:2; Rom 8:32. He had no desire to make them feel crippling remorse, by a forceful re-telling of his spiritual credentials. They are his children, foolish and wayward, not to be crushed, but rebuked only to be stronger and wiser. The mark of true service to Christ is a non-assertive, non-self-displaying willingness to expend self in order to serve others by sharing their weakness, coming alongside to help. NOT by taking a high position in relation to them, Mt 20:25-28. From here on Paul relates the experience as personal, and the consequences for him as he ministers to the Church. Cp 6:4-10; 11:22-30. This is the God-given, Acts 9:15-16, Paul-accepted, terms of his servant-based Apostleship, that makes it so effective to God's Glory.

LEST ANY SHOULD/will THINK- #10:2. OF ME ABOVE THAT WHICH HE SEETH ME TO BE/is warranted by what I do- The VISIBLE LIFE of the preacher is important. It gives weight to all he says. 

OR THAT HE HEARETH OF ME/say- Not heard ABOUT Me. Heard OF/from Paul as the source of the message of the Gospel. Present Tense - what he is seen to be NOW, in Christ, not the Paul of 14 years ago. The same is true of the FTs whatever past experiences they may claim - been disciples of Jesus? Been involved in day of Pentecost? etc. It's the example of the everyday experiences of Paul's life-style, and the words of his message that he wants them to concentrate on. What we LIVE and SAY before men is the test of the reality of our sonship and servant-hood. They can't evaluate Paul's Visions etc, or those claimed by the FTs. They can and should judge Paul and the FTs by what they see them do, what they hear them preach, and the changes seen in the lives of hearers. This will be confirmed by the Holy Spirit's witness in their own hearts. Paul doesn't demand the Corinthians test the FTs claims, but that will happen as they look at Paul's life and the fact that he is worried that he might be too highly thought of as God's servant. **14

(To think too highly of Paul, would obscure the grace of God that can use any man to His Glory and to the personal fulfilment of the servant in his rightful DEPENDENT role. That God can use ordinary people in extraordinary ways is clear in Acts. This insight into the realities of Paul's feelings and ministry has been an encouragement to God's lesser servants in all ages. His statements rule out accreditation by ecstasy or by self-confidence, ability to project an image of the successful man, or by a well designed Public Relations campaign that raises funds to finance further activities to promote a man as a spiritual triumph. As has been said "The further the preacher is from the centre of the stage, the more chance his hearers have of seeing Christ. You can't give the impression that you are a wonderful preacher, and that Christ is mighty to save." )

12:7 LEST I BE EXALTED ABOVE MEASURE/conceited- The Greek word is used elsewhere only of the "MAN OF SIN/lawlessness, 2 Th 2:4. The natural human response to wonderful experiences is to be proud, feel superior to others, self-sufficient. This cuts us off from the blessedness of dependent fellowship with God, and sympathetic fellowship with less-privileged fellowmen. Having been forced to join his opponents in speaking of his spiritual experiences 12:11, he uses it to show the folly and danger of such boasting. It's consciousness of our sinfulness, weakness, dependence on Grace alone that marks men of God, NOT consciousness of superior holiness, or of triumphantly successful ministry.

THROUGH THE ABUNDANCE OF/these surpassingly great- Huper- excess of quantity or quality. Cp 1:8; 4:7, 17. REVELATIONS- Of God, spiritual realities, and truth. Those given to Paul were so great and glorious as to be indescribable, so they exposed him to temptation to pride, self-confidence, and arrogant behaviour. THEY despise him for his "weak" behaviour, but behind it is a glorious experience of glory. Instead of making capital out of his spiritual experience Paul explains that such revelations have a counter-balancing provision. His rivals had been bragging of their spiritual experiences, but being REALLY in the presence of God doesn't make any man proud, self-assertive, confident, competitive, authoritarian. THAT is the result of over-excited fleshly spirituality imagining that its delusions and emotions are experiences comparable to those in the Bible. (Eg a group saying their rolling around in hysterical laughter was the equivalent of Acts 2 "The Holy Spirit fell on us as a Spirit of LAUGHTER!") The FTs claimed visions and revelations - were those great enough to require a balancing thorn?. Cp Jacob's limping as a corrective to pride in his elevation to being Israel, Gen 32:25-31. 

Footnote **14 Pride makes a man boast about his wealth, experiences etc as he wants people to be awed, deferential, envious. But that isn't appropriate as the Ambassador of the Lord of Glory. Christ ONCE, BRIEFLY let ONLY THREE people glimpse something of His Glory, and commanded them to be silent until it was matched by the shame of His crucifixion, Mk 9:9. Peter wrote briefly of this experience, 2 Pet 1:16-18. Yet John, writing of what they saw of the man Christ Jesus, said "We beheld His glory," Jn 1:14; Jn 2:11; 1 Jn 1:1-2 etc. So what they saw and heard of Christ in Paul, as in human weakness he lived under the same humiliating and opposing circumstances of life as his hearers, should move them to worship his Lord, and covet to have the indwelling Christ transforming their own lives, 3:18. 

THERE WAS GIVEN TO ME- As the vision was. Aorist tense= Given at a point in time, with ongoing effect. Given as in Eph 3:8; 1 Tim 4:14. A THORN- Skolops- Something with a sharp point, a stake, thorn, etc. Used in LXX Num 33:55; Ezek 28:24, which shows it can refer to non-physical problems. Its nature is deliberately not revealed. In all ages Believers have identified with Paul in whatever they happen to suffer - and with his confidence in the Lord's sufficiency to meet their need. The Scriptures provide PRACTICAL help by being able to be applied to the variety of circumstances in which Believers find themselves, 2 Tim 3:16-17. 

IN THE/my FLESH- #10:2. In his physical body, and human nature, not necessarily involving its sinful inclinations. NOT something sinful, as he was living with a clear conscience before God and man, 1:12; 4:2; 6:3-10. The flesh in which, as long as God wishes, and His people need him, Paul lives, Phil 1:20-25. As Paul prayed for it to be removed suggests it wasn't people. Or persecution in general, as he teaches that's normal for the Godly, 1 Th 3:2-4; 2 Tim 3:12. Something which caused continuing pain, and hindered his comfortable working. It could be translated FOR my flesh, as the needed corrective for the pride etc of his sinful nature. The natural reaction fallen human nature makes to privileges is pride, which hinders our working well with others, and over-confidence, that inclines us to presumptuous, reckless actions, carelessness of the rights and needs of others - "I'm important to God, so what I feel like doing is right.. I'm in charge!" ** 15

MESSENGER OF SATAN- A reminder of Satan's power in this world, and our vulnerability to temptation and affliction. Constantly saying voicelessly "Paul you're only a sinner, totally dependent on God and His Grace." Those who oppose Paul, 11:13; Acts 13:8-11; 2 Tim 4:14, etc, were agents of Satan, but the thorn was IN his flesh. It carried Satan's message to Paul, his opposition to Paul's desire and efforts to be Christ-like and be an effective servant of Christ. God's personal presence is with/ in every Believer, by His Spirit, guiding, enabling etc - whether used and enjoyed, or not. But in every Christian's nature the opposition of Satan to God's purposes is also a reality, so we can't do what we wish to do, freely, and fully, Gal 5:16-18. The rebellion of Satan, and the blindness and rebellion that man chose in response to Temptation have their agent within every one of us. ALL sin, folly, weakness is the consequence of Satan's involvement with mankind, and man's choosing to break free from God's Fatherly fellowship and care. The servant of God must accept that opposition with thanks, claim victory over it, and fruitfulness, as God uses it to prune back our human pride and pleasure in service, Jn 15:2. 

Footnote **15 Suggestions:- Permanent damage to eyes arising from the Damascus experience - Gal 4:15, (But merely the eyes as precious is likely.) and his failure to recognise the High Priest, Acts 23:5. A speech impediment, 10:10. But was mistaken for the God of Speech, Acts 14:12, (Unless speech damaged by the stoning?) Recurrent malaria with severe headaches, first caught in Galatia detaining him there to preach the Gospel, Gal 4:13. (Early writers suggested that headache/ ear-ache was the thorn.) Disappointment at Jewish rejection of his loving evangelising, etc. Paul must have been strong in body to stand the things listed in 11:23-27, and still strong in mind/ mentally alert to write the epistle after fourteen years of suffering whatever it was.

None of us has PAUL's thorn. Each may have his own. But we should claim and share the experience of God's Grace that Paul experienced. And the attitude towards ourselves, life, each other that it requires of us. 

TO BUFFET/torment ME- Kolaphizo- To beat or batter. Present tense, an ongoing problem. Evil in itself, but also God-given in the sense that it served God's will/ accomplished His purposes. Part of the Father's chastening of His children for our profit and holiness, Heb 12:10, and to the effectiveness of ministry/ and ultimate joy shared with Christ. Cp Satan's affliction of Job. Satan was allowed to prevent Paul returning to the Thessalonians when he longed to, 1 Th 2:18, and as a result he preached in Athens and Corinth, and wrote epistles. What Satan inflicted on Job was given of God and accomplished His purposes, and so it was with Paul AS BOTH TREATED IT AS SUCH! This points up the folly of dividing our experiences as God-given enjoyable/ Satan-inflicted, miserable and defeating God's work. Our Lord's betrayal, arrest, false trials, scourging, crucifixion, were under the power of darkness, Lk 22:53, yet by the wicked actions of wicked men God's purpose of Salvation triumphed, Acts 2:23; 4:27-28. 

LEST.. ABOVE MEASURE- [RT][Nes] but wrongly omitted by NIV as it's repeated for emphasis. As God's servant stands in the presence of his fellow-men he needs constant reminders of the weakness, folly, and sin, that lie within his natural self, so that he puts them to death, or they will soon become obvious. We speak to sinners as a saved sinner must speak of his Saviour, not as an angel from heaven might. Successful service for Christ requires a consciously-weak servant. The thorn was like the attitudes and actions of Joseph's Brothers, evil/ intended for evil, but over-ruled by God for GOOD, Gen 50:20.

12:8 I BESOUGHT/pleaded with- #10:1. Aorist Tense, so at a definite point in the past, with a continuing effect in the present. THE LORD- Used generally by Paul to mean the Lord Jesus Christ. The Apostle who cheerfully put up with the sufferings listed elsewhere wouldn't have asked so earnestly if it had been a trivial affliction. Three times- Cp THIRD Heaven, THREE witnesses, 13:1 etc. Cp Jn 21:17; Acts 10:16. Three suggests that he prayed earnestly and adequately, as the Lord did in Gethsemane, Mk 14:35-41. Cp Heb 5:7. At that point Paul accepted that God had given him His answer, and made His will clear. 

THAT IT MIGHT DEPART/to take it away FROM ME- It was right and natural for Paul to ask to be freed from needless pain, and anything that made his service for the Lord more difficult. But although the distress was real, it was like the string of a kite that seems to hold the kite down, but in fact enables it to soar upwards. We suffer in all sorts of ways, and rightly pray for deliverance, knowing our heavenly Father understands and will remove anything that hinders us from doing His will. God delivers, and prayers play a part in this, 1:11, but God's answer may be that the problem is needed so that His presence and Grace will continue to be sought and experienced by us. Paul might well feel he wasn't able to do his work as well as it should be done until this is removed. But as Paul gives thanks in everything and walks with his Lord he experiences His Lord's enabling - That's a comforting/ strengthening/ chastening thing to each of us no matter what our Spiritual visions and thorns may be. 

12:9 AND/But HE SAID UNTO/to ME- Perfect tense, so a permanently valid verdict, to be accepted as final. MY GRACE- #Charis- Grace. God's loving provision for our every need, that receives us freely in loving kindness, and provides all we need in that same spirit. GRACE GIVES freely, and what it gives is claimed and used by Faith. See Grace in 1:2, 12; 4:15; 8:1-9; 9:8-14.

IS- Not uncertain, not needing us to plead or hope for it. God's GRACE is always present, always available, always SUFFICIENT FOR THEE/you- God's answer to Paul's prayer was "I will not remove the thorn, but I will give you something better, my all-sufficient grace. You want my strength and power to accompany your working, and that's the way you can experience it." When we are conscious of our weakness, God's power is a safe reality. Grace provides the best and highest answer to every need of His children and servants, at the cost of Calvary, and of our being willing to be crucified with Him, Gal 2:20. Paul records his experience so that in our experience we can look for and find the blessed reality by which we also can be servants of God, 6:1; Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 1:4. (Once in a state of discouraged backsliding I prayed "Lord if I could FEEL like the Apostle Paul I could BE more like him," but this verse soon shamed me.) Paul claims that Grace in 1:5; 1 Cor 15:10. As nothing can separate us from the Love of God in Christ Jesus, Rom 8:37-39, we can rejoice amid suffering, Rom 5:3. This verse is the SUMMIT of the Epistle, as we stand on it we can with Paul view the whole of his Apostleship and his behaviour in relation to converts, against the behaviour and message of the FTs.

FOR MY STRENGTH/power- Dunamis- Ability power. The empowering for WITNESS, Acts 1:8 (Work, Worship, Growth) provided by the Indwelling of God the Holy Spirit. Grace is DYNAMIC, not merely comforting. There was a special Grace in Paul's Apostleship, 1 Tim 1:12-17, but beyond that is the principle that God's Grace is available to all saints, 8:9. Those who, like the FTs, boast their own sufficiency, lack the Grace of God enjoyed by those who are poor in spirit. 

IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS- The Lord's power, Mt 28:18-20 works best when people, knowing they are weak, put themselves and the situation fully into His hands, and so set Him free to work as He wills, in all HIS wisdom, power and love, 1 Pet 5:1-5. We need only ONE strong hand on the controls to function effectively. Paul's opponents thought and acted otherwise, but such OUTWARD show that impresses the world/ worldly Christians does nothing for eternity, and is seen to be empty in the light of the Lord's purposes as revealed in God's Word. Spiritual humiliation, and loss of self-confidence is inevitable when God is really known. Such experience of Grace means that we are no longer content to live in the Flesh. 

Paul, reaching his beloved fellow-Jews with the Gospel, saw some saved, but was reviled, beaten up etc by the majority. A similar weakness was seen in his being despised by those at Corinth converted through his preaching the Gospel to them. Weakness and suffering manifesting the power of God, is the Gospel of Christ crucified, and the Law of Christian service, effective in the life of Paul and all who join him, 6:4-10; 11:23-28; 12:10; 1 Cor 1:20-24; Gal 2:20. FTs offer blessings earned through LAW-obedience; spiritual Gifts qualified for by Faith-Prayer-Fasting/ "Name it and Claim it," etc. In Christ's sufferings God's power accomplished Salvation for mankind. It isn't surprising that human suffering should be involved in proclaiming that Salvation, and experienced by the saved. The power of the Gospel was displayed in the lives of the weak nobodies converted at Corinth, 1 Cor 1:27-30. This doesn't mean that weakness and suffering are automatically a blessing. Or that a period of it will raise a man to a higher level of fellowship with God and success in His service. The weakening thorn, and the experience of God's power are inseparable, and continuing.

MOST/all the more GLADLY THEREFORE- As they will help God's purposes in his life. I GLORY/boast IN/about MY INFIRMITIES/weaknesses- See 4:10. The world says sadly, that what can't be cured must be endured. Paul says what can't be cured can be ENJOYED AND USED as God-given, along with all else in this life. "In everything give thanks, for this is the (empowered) will of God for you," 1 Th 5:18. He gloried in this, the root of true service for His Lord and the Gospel, rather than in spiritual experiences, or flourishing churches resulting from his work for God. To do so is saner, safer, and wiser than spending too much time thinking about things which encourage pride in us. **16

THE POWER OF CHRIST- The Glorious Power displayed in the conversion of the Jailer, followed Paul & Silas being beaten and imprisoned, Acts 16. MAY REST on ME- Episkenoo. Epi= Upon. Skene- a Tent. To cover with a tent. Or to cover a tent as the glory cloud rested above the Tabernacle, Ex 40:34-38, demonstrating the Lord's presence and protection. We may think it would be wonderful to have God's Presence and power resting on us wherever we go. The truth is that the tent had to be pitched under that cloud WHEREVER IT WENT! If we want God's Grace and power with us, we must go where He goes, as Paul did, 2:14; 10:13. Christ was crucified in weakness, raised in power, 13:4; 1 Cor 1:17-18. 

Footnote **16 This isn't self-imposed suffering. God has given us a sound mind, 2 Tim 1:7, and no sane man ever ill-treats himself, or neglects the needs of his own flesh= body and natural self, Eph 5:29. But neither does a son of God allow himself to be enslaved to the flesh, 1 Cor 9:25-27. When there is a clash of interests, self vs the Lord, Flesh vs  Spirit, self must give way, Jn 8:34-36; Gal 2:20; 4:6. Paul glories in the cheerful acceptance of God's will as it came, even though it might result in his being called a fool by worldly-wise Christians, and treated as scum, 1 Cor 4:8-13. An enthusiastic willingness to do the will of God at the cost of taking up the servanthood weakness role of the Servant-Son of God is the mark of true Faith, and service, Jn 13:1-15. Cp Hannah, 1 Sam 2:1, and Mary, Lk 1:46-55.

Visible weakness shows up the invisible source of the triumphs of the Gospel, and Paul gladly accepted a role that made it obvious that what was done through him wasn't the result of his giftedness, skill, power, and strategy. 2:14-17; 4:7-12; 1 Cor 2:1-7. The FTs despised Paul as this was so different from their "Ask in faith and get what you demand from God as of right, triumphalism." 

12:10 THEREFORE/why I TAKE PLEASURE/delight IN INFIRMITIES/ weaknesses- Felt in himself. REPROACHES/insults- From others, 1 Th 2:2. NECESSITIES/hardships- 6:4. PERSECUTIONS- Rom 8:35; 2 Th 1:4; 2 Tim 3:11. DISTRESSES/difficulties FOR CHRIST'S SAKE- Mt 5:11; 19:29, etc. Paul accepts them gladly as a part of God's over-all Grace to him in Christ. It's not the self-inflicted suffering of a "holy man" trying to gain favour with God. It's the delight of a redeemed slave, now a servant-son to fellowship with THE Servant-Son in proclaiming the Gospel, 4:7-12; 6:4-10; Phil 4:10-13. Cp Job 23:10; Acts 5:40-42; 1 Pet 1:3-9, 13-25. The sufferings weren't the result of foolish actions by Paul, 1 Cor 9:19-23; 1 Pet 4:14-16. Nor suffering chosen in the hope it would make him look holy or successful, or to gain a reward, Isa 58:2-12; Mt 6:16-18; 1 Cor 13:3. Such sufferings wouldn't display God's power, but when a servant of God with his eye on Christ sets out to obey and follow Him, God is able to display His power to His Glory, without creating destructive pride in the servant. 

WHEN I AM WEAK, THEN AM I STRONG- #10;4. When we're most aware of our weaknesses and inadequacy we're free to be most aware of God's Grace and sufficiency. The FTs scornfully pointed out that Paul was weak by human standards, 10:10, in his servant-of-all attitude, 1:24; 4:5-15; 11:7, etc. Paul CHOSE to be WEAK in those ways, rather than asserting himself and slapping down those who opposed him. When God's servants humble themselves by submitting to God's will, to work in Christ-like humility and concern for the hearers, God can and does use them, Phil 2:1-17; 1 Pet 5:1-5. And exalt them too, if that's appropriate, and can be done without unsettling them. The Church had listened to sneers and taken the FTs at their own valuation. Paul has been forced to place himself alongside them in some sense, but has done so without showing himself off as an important, successful servant of God in the Gospel. He has in his "boasting" been true to his calling as an ambassador of Christ, faithful to the TRUTH, 13:8. In 12:9-10 Paul set out the Rule of Life that is the opposite of the fleshly/ worldly "You're a servant of GOD, they won't honour Him if you don't make them honour you!" attitude. Paul enjoys the strength God gives to those who in conscious weakness cast themselves on His unfailing mercies, and have their strength to serve Him renewed, Isa 40:28-31. 

12:11-21 PAUL'S CONCERN FOR THE CORINTHIANS. 

(Expressed vigorously in a mixture of irony, tenderness and tears eager that when he visits them the problems will have been taken in hand, and opposition to Him and to the Gospel put behind them.)

12:11 BECOME/made A FOOL of myself- #10:8. Paul was embarrassed to seem to be boasting as fools do, although his defending himself and work had a different motive and emphasis. 

COMPELLED/drove ME to it- The FTs had set out to discredit Paul so they could take over the church at Corinth, and be its paid leaders. Instead of being loyal to Paul and the Gospel the church had listened to their attractive-to-human-nature "Gospel," 11:4. None had spoken adequately in defence of the Gospel and of Paul who had brought it to them. So Paul had to speak in his own defence to check their abandonment of the Gospel in favour of the message of the FTs, 11:17-18. We too, like Paul, may sometimes need to explain the motives behind what people see, and criticise us for, so they can have confidence in us for their own good. But Ps 141:5 must be our attitude, not resentment of criticism, and attacking our critics, as those actions are works of the flesh, not a fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:19-26. 

I OUGHT- Opheilo- To Owe- They OWED to him acknowledgment that as an Apostle he had planted the church, 1 Cor 3:6. BEEN COMMENDED by YOU- #10;12. Cp 3:1-2; 5:12. No commendation from Corinth could MAKE Paul an Apostle, and he wasn't dependent on their approval, 1 Cor 4:3. Their transformed lives witnessed that he was God's authorised messenger, 1 Cor 3:6; 4:15; 9:2. Instead of acknowledging Paul, as the blind man acknowledged Jesus, Jn 9:24-34, they had listened when the FTs came with a show of high-handed authority and self-praise, denying Paul's Apostleship, because he charged them nothing, 11:7-11, 12:13, didn't display showmanship and oratory, 10:1, 10;11:6, or domineer, 11:20-21. They had turned from Paul like a University graduate disowning his father who had made himself poor so that his son could become rich. 

FOR IN NOTHING/the least BEHIND/inferior to THE CHIEFEST/super APOSTLES- Cp 11:5. He was the equal of the Jerusalem Apostles (Peter etc, Gal 2:9) who they claimed as their sponsors. THOUGH.. NOTHING- He accepts the belittling things said of him as he knows his unworthiness and weakness, because God's Grace to him in the Gospel has brought him into constant living fellowship with the Worthy and Powerful ONE. But the other Apostles fellowshipped with God on the same terms of Grace, Acts 15:7-11; 2 Pet 1:1-4. Paul was human enough to feel the sting of insulting remarks, even though cheerfully willing to be nothing as Christ's servant so that Christ could be exalted, gain men's attention, and be able to work effectively, 12:9; Jn 12:32. Cp John B., a mere VOICE, Jn 1:23. Cp Eph 3:7-8. God's servants are mere planters/ waterers, it's GOD who gives the increase, 1 Cor 3:6-9. Yet he was also their spiritual father, 1 Cor 4:15, and to fail to honour him was to their loss more than to his. To Paul, the Grace of God was everything in his life, and Apostleship 3:5; 1 Cor 15:9-11.

12:12 TRULY THE SIGNS OF/things that mark AN APOSTLE- Semeion- An indication, sign, something that distinguishes one thing from another, Physical miracles registering on people's senses, were instant signs of God's activity and authority, revealing something of His power, wisdom, love, holiness, etc. The paralysed man standing up and walking was a visible demonstration of the spiritual truth that Christ could forgive sins, Mt 9:6. 

WERE WROUGHT/done AMONG YOU- Paul doesn't say "I did wonderful things among you." Paul was part of the process - called, sent, enabled, and in fellowship with God, as God's saving, transforming work was done. God gave supporting miracles when He chose, Acts 19:11-20, and may have done so at Corinth, but when helpless sinners stand up and walk in God's ways after conversion that's a solid sign that God is at work. They had seen things which demonstrated that Paul was truly an Apostle of the Lord Jesus, 3:1-4; Rom 15:18-19; 1 Th 1:5; 1 Cor 2:4. Gifts of Tongues, visions, revelations, and prophecies can be faked. The great sign of a true servant of God in any age is that through their labours sinners are turned into saints, and gathered into churches, 3:1-3. Only GOD can do that, 1 Cor 3:5-9, and that he uses someone in that work authenticates them as His servant. He came as God's accredited Ambassador of reconciliation, 5:18-21, and they had been reconciled. As such they were the seal of Paul's Apostleship, 1 Cor 4:15; 9:2.

IN ALL PATIENCE/great perseverance- Not a sensational burst that left nothing of permanent value. As Paul patiently preached the Gospel the Lord worked the spiritual, permanent miracle of conversion. Incidental to his work of evangelising/ teaching/ building the church, God at times worked physical miracles that confirmed the message and the messenger, Heb 2:1-4. Cp 13:4. The miracles showing the power of Christ crucified, and risen, were granted alongside the suffering normal to all the Godly, 1 Th 1:4-10, NOT to enable them to escape from the hardships of daily life, or those associated with serving God. That the messenger makes no display of giftedness, 4:7, serves to display the reality of the invisible power of God in the effectiveness of the message he brings 5:18-21; 1 Cor 1:5. Another evidence was that he suffered much from the Enemy's opposition, and was enabled to work amidst it, sustained by the Grace and Power of God that he was commending to others in the Gospel.

IN SIGNS AND WONDERS- Teras- Things that startle people, and show spiritual power is at work. We're not told what happened at Corinth. At Ephesus many sick were healed and superstitious people burned valuable but deceptive books. At Philippi a demon-possessed slave was cured of the ability to make money for her masters, and a well-timed earthquake led to the conversion of the Gaoler. But the conversion of SOME self-righteous proud Jews, Acts 14:1, etc, worldly-wise Greek philosophers, Acts 17:34, idolaters, 1 Th 1:9-10, and ordinary folk 1 Cor 1:26-31, were also signs of God's working, that startled people, Acts 17:6. 

MIGHTY DEEDS/miracles- #12:9 Dunamis. Things that show the power of God, Heb 2:1-4. Cp Rom 15:19. The three words sum up miracles - the instant, physical changes that God grants, or false ones faked by the enemy's agents, Ex 7:3-12; Acts 8:9-13; 2 Th 2:9, that Godless people, and carnal Christians make much of. And the SPIRITUAL miracles that have been on God's heart from eternity - Men and Women being made like the Son, 5:17-21; 6:14-7:1; Gen 1:26-27; Rom 8:18-39; Eph 1:2-14; 2 Pet 1:1-4, etc. The physical miracles are only the froth that may at times accompany the spiritual miracles of lives transformed by Gospel preaching that mark the genuine, approved servant of Christ. 

12:13 FOR WHAT/how WERE you INFERIOR- Less privileged. Treated as inferior. TO the OTHER CHURCHES- Those established by the Jerusalem Apostles, Gal 2:6-10, from which the FTs came. Cp Acts 15:1-29. In them the Apostles limited themselves to SPIRITUAL work, Acts 6:2-4, and were fully supported financially, 1 Cor 9:3-14. In the churches established by Paul, as Apostle of the Gentiles, working to support himself was his habit, 2 Th 3:6-10. The FTs from Jerusalem could claim that in demanding payment for preaching they were following the pattern set by "the Original and True Church." Far from treating them as inferior, Paul had set them a high example of unselfish Christ-likeness, and discouraged those who would claim the position of Christian Teacher in order to make money, 11:12. He had already said that when he came to leave them next time they could help equip him for his further mission, 1 Cor 16:6, as the Macedonian churches had. 

EXCEPT THAT I WAS NOT BURDENSOME/never a burden TO YOU- Paul as Apostle to the Gentiles would tend to be viewed as a wandering Philosopher hawking bits of philosophy for his living, (as implied in Acts 17:18) judging his success by the takings. So, as Ambassador of the infinitely wealthy and gracious Giver, 8:9, he chose to adopt a sacrificial lifestyle that was marked by GIVING, so as to demonstrate that while a preacher might be paid, the GOSPEL is about GIVING FREELY, and receiving. See Appendix 1. FORGIVE ME THIS WRONG- It may be hard for them to believe that anyone would GIVE something valuable, but they must learn to forgive him for this Christ-like grace, and grow in grace as a result. The FTs had fleeced them, probably flattering them for their generosity as they did so, 11:19-20. Apologising for not using his position as Christ's ambassador to exploit them, as he was representing his Master, who wasn't going to exploit them, should have made them think. Did they demand that they be exploited, as they had been by the FTs? 

12:14-15 BEHOLD/Now THE THIRD TIME I AM READY TO COME TO/visit YOU- 13:1. I WILL NOT BE a burden TO YOU FOR I SEEK/what I want is NOT your possessions, BUT YOU- In giving the Gospel to them, he was demanding, not their possessions to be shared with him, but their whole self - to be the bride of Christ, 11:1-3. 

FOR CHILDREN OUGHT NOT LAY/have to save UP FOR PARENTS- Children, while children, are rightly the objects of parental care and providence (The time comes when this is reversed, 1 Tim 5:8.) Children should be free to benefit from that care, and grow up well. Paul in his Father-to-Child relationship with them, 1 Cor 4:15, insisted on carrying out his parental responsibilities to the full - and so setting an example for them to follow in their turn. His concern for them was parental, a concern for their well-being and fellowship, not what he could make out of them. 

I WILL GLADLY SPEND everything I have AND BE SPENT/expend myself FOR YOU- Spend time, thought, effort, love, and be himself used up in the process. These chapters give blunt warnings, but also show Paul's heart-concern for their welfare, and desire for warm fellowship with them, 6:11-13; 7:2-4. Cp Rom 9:3. He wants nothing but the best for them, 13:9. Taking money from them would please them, but would cloud the fact that Gospel preaching has in mind the blessing it can bring to the hearers, not what the Preacher can earn. (Gospel TV in USA has been summed up as saying "God loves you, please send money!")

THE MORE ABUNDANTLY I LOVE YOU will you love me less- In the Greek it could be a question, or a statement, but it's clear that Paul is determined to love them, and spend himself in loving concern for them, as fully as possible, sacrificially pouring out and patterning Christ's love for them, 5:14-6:13; Rom 5:5; Gal 2:20. His supporting himself financially was an expression of his love. Paul's parental-love would continue, whether their responsive appreciation-love was lessened by that or not. Gratitude is a Christian virtue, a mark of the Spirit-filled life, 1 Th 5:18, a powerful antidote to pride, discontent, criticism, and malice.

12:16-17 I have NOT been a BURDEN to YOU- This was obvious. The FTs were eager to take Paul's place at Corinth, and replace the NEW-Covenant (Ch 3) Gospel God had given him to preach with a Jewish-compromise-RENEWED old Covenant. To do this they were seducing the Church at Corinth and wooing her away from Christ, 11:1-3, by slandering Paul/ misrepresenting his motives, as Satan seduced Eve by slandering God and misrepresenting His motives, Gen 3:5. 

I CAUGHT YOU WITH GUILE/by trickery- Dolos- A bait, trick, snare. Cp 4:2; 11:20. (As a man will put out food to attract ducks to a pond, so he can shoot them when the duck-shooting season comes!) They seem to have justified their greediness, and slandered Paul's sacrificial service, by saying Paul was careful to appear unselfish, but when he had gained their trust he had come out with his scheme of raising money for the Jerusalem poor, and intended to pocket what they gave. The FTs may have tried to take over this collection so as to profit financially, OR for personal prestige, intending to represent it as a money from proselytes rather than from equally-brothers-in-Christ Gentiles. Titus/ Paul would have refused to join them in this, and they in spite accused Paul of acting as they wished to. This would explain the delay noted in 9:1-4, and Paul's careful provision of auditing 8:18-24. Deceitful exploiters expect others to be deceitful exploiters. **17

DID I MAKE A GAIN/exploit.. I SENT UNTO YOU- Paul challenges the slanderers with four direct questions. See Ch 8-9; 1 Cor 16:1-4. Cp 2:11: 7:2. I DESIRED/urged TITUS to go- 8:6. WITH HIM SENT A BROTHER- 8:16-18. Two trustees, as a guarantee of honesty. DID TITUS MAKE A GAIN/exploit YOU- Implying, you know perfectly well he didn't. WALKED/did WE NOT act IN THE SAME SPIRIT- Not like Gehazi and Elisha, 2 Ki 5:22. WALKED WE NOT IN/follow THE SAME STEPS/course- The actions that expressed their spirit/ attitude, which was in fellowship with the Holy Spirit. Cp 6:6; 7:1. Led by the Spirit they had walked as sons of God, Rom 8:1-17. Paul has said all he needs to say to help them be ready for his coming visit, and he turns his attention to it.

12:19 AGAIN- Palin. [RT] THINK YE/Have you been thinking all along- Palai- From of old. [Nes] THAT WE EXCUSE/have been defending OURSELVES to YOU- Apologeomai- To speak for/ in defence of oneself as in court. Did they think Paul has been acting as his own lawyer eager to gain their verdict that he was a genuine Apostle, etc. Cp 13:7. The FTs  did this, so they would be likely to accuse him of having such an attitude. (When we criticise others we show that we're capable of doing what we accuse them of, Rom 2:1.) 

WE SPEAK/have been speaking BEFORE/in the sight of GOD- Katenopion- En= in. Ops= eye, Kata= against. Right over against. Set before His eyes. Right before HIM in full view. as those IN CHRIST- What he had written wasn't written with his eye on the Corinthians with a view to impressing them. He has been standing in the presence of God with his eye on Him as he dictated the letter, and the letter has lifted the screen from his heart motives/ mind thoughts, so that they can stand with him to see things as they really are. Cp 1:24; 2:17; 4:2; 5:9-10; Heb 4:13. 

Everything WE DO.. is FOR YOUR EDIFYING/strengthening- #10:8. The information he has been sharing with the Corinthians, is for their benefit, and a by-product of his fellowship with the Lord. This wasn't Law-keeping, but it inevitably moved him ever closer to loving God with all his mind, heart, and strength, and loving his neighbour as himself, Cp Rom 13:8-10. What they thought of him was important only as it affected their response to the Gospel which he had brought them, and to the Lord whom he served. All he had said and done had the intention of upbuilding and strengthening them in Christ, by clearing up misunderstandings, refuting lies, clearing up suspicion of Paul its preacher that might discourage faith in the Gospel. 

Footnote **17 There are people who collect money for Missions, Famine Relief, etc and make a profit out of it. Gehazi's behaviour made it look as if Elisha's refusal of a gift was a sham. 

12:20 I FEAR/am afraid.. NOT FIND YOU AS I want you to be- Paul is worried about what he will find when he gets to Corinth. Perfect love casts out the fear that robs us of confidence in God's saving love, and expressing that love in loving care for others, 1 Jn 4:17-21. But deep love goes with an awareness that meeting again those we love may be as much a misery as it might have been a joy. He fears they will fail to repent, and by persisting in turning away from the Gospel and refusing its moral requirements, 6:14-7:1, they will force him to deal with them in judgment, 10:11; 13:2, 10; 1 Cor 4:21. He has been dealing with them patiently, but surgery may be needed before honest upbuilding could begin. He has written, prayed and delayed coming, to give them time to take responsible action against error and sin. If they do so it will maintain their growth in direct dependence on God. For Paul to have to force such obedience, will make their further growth more difficult. In 2:3, he wrote of his HOPES for them - Love hopes all things, 1 Cor 13:7. His fears aren't lack of Faith, but awareness of the realities. God IS Sovereign and we can rest in His will entirely. Satan IS to blame for sending his servants to Corinth, 11:13-15. The Corinthians ARE free to choose to sin, and must not do so. And Paul is realistically concerned to take all possible action to prevent sin. 

I.. NOT AS you want me to be- Those whose attitudes to the Lord, the Gospel, Christian morality, and to each other have not changed, will have no joy in Paul seeing the state they are in spiritually and morally. He now lists his main areas of concern that he hopes they will have - but fears they will not have attended to. They must achieve loving heart-unity in the Lord, and take united action in fellowship with Him against Satan's attempt to reduce them to divisive, crippling, bitterness. The sins in this list are generated by self-righteous pride, and competitive rivalry, common at Corinth. The FTs have further divided the congregation with their new doctrines, and campaigning against Paul. He gives a list of sins that mark a divided, quarrelsome, non-loving church. cp 1 Cor 1:10-17. Love can't flourish where even a minority are set on such evils. Discipline is essential for all, Heb 12:5-7. Mutual love and support lapse when eyes are taken off the Lord, and directed at human leaders, 1 Cor 1:12.

DEBATES/quarrelling ENVYINGS/jealousy- Inevitable where rival factions compete, 1 Cor 3:3. WRATHS/outbursts of anger- When quarrels continue, people dwell on grievances, feelings build up and burst out, Eph 4:31. Angry disputes leading to lawsuits, 1 Cor 6:1. STRIFES/factions- Eritheia- Self-seeking rivalry seeking to win followers. Originally seeking political office for selfish reasons. Cp Gal 5:20; Phil 2:3. From Erithos= Hireling, not Eris= Strife. BACKBITINGS/slander- Plural- as a prevalent offence, Jas 4:11. WHISPERINGS/gossip- Telling malicious lies. spreading rumours. 

SWELLINGS/arrogance- Puffed-up conceited opinions, 1 Cor 4:18-19; 5:2; 8:1. TUMULTS/disorder- Akatastasia- Intrigues. People with agendas and purposes working like yeast beneath the surface in selfish, small-minded scheming. Disorder, 1 Cor 14:33, not quiet, united fellowship in the body 1 Cor 12.

12:21 AND LEST/I am afraid that, WHEN I COME MY GOD- The God I belong to, love and serve. Cp Josh 24:15. WILL HUMBLE ME before YOU- He had come before and been humiliated, 2:1. Paul loves them, and is loyal to them, but he loves God more, and he lives in His presence. If they are in fellowship with God it will be mutual joy when they meet. But if they are living in defiance of God, being together will be deeply distressing. He will stand with God, and be ashamed of them, Mk 8:38. That will be humiliating to him, as they are his children in the faith. Paul who has stood in the glory of the third heaven will be humiliated to stand with God facing those who are content to continue in the vile sins of earth. Cp 2 Pet 1:4. 

BEWAIL/be grieved over- 1 Cor 5:2 requires the excluding from fellowship of those whose life-style shows they will be excluded from the future Kingdom of God, 1 Cor 6:9-10. This list covers sins common at Corinth as it was a lawless place where sexual immorality was common, 1 Cor 5-7, associated with idolatry, 1 Cor 8-10. Those reconciled to God by His gracious action, 5:21, must not persist in their pagan ways, untouched by his appeal for holiness of life, 6:14-7:1. MANY WHICH HAVE SINNED ALREADY/earlier- He had drawn attention to the dramatic moral conversion some at Corinth had experienced, but the temptation to lapse back into their old life would always be there, 1 Cor 6:9-20. They are continuing to commit the sins they were guilty of earlier. He expressed his FEAR of their being unrepentant - he does this as a means of bringing them to repentance. 

NOT REPENTED.. UNCLEANNESS/impurity- Full of dead men's bones and UNCLEANNESS, Mt 23:27. Figuratively of moral or spiritual uncleanness, Rom 1:24; Eph 4:17-19, etc. FORNICATION/sexual sin- Porneia- Forbidden sexual intercourse, 1 Cor 5:1; 6:13, 18; 7:2. Figuratively of idolatry as spiritual fornication, Rev 2:20. LASCIVIOUSNESS/debauchery- Aselgeia- Indecency, an insolent disregard for decency, lack of shame at indecency, Rom 13:13.

THEY HAVE COMMITTED/indulged- Prasso- To practice, do repeatedly. Some, after the first thrill of conversion had passed, hadn't allowed the Spirit to continue to change their lives, and refused the call to  live as God's children, 5:20; 6:1; 6:14-7:1. Cp Mk 7:21-23. This was a major theme in the 1st epistle to the Corinthians. It's impossible to BUILD secure moral standards, and united action against sin, when even a minority are ready to excuse sexual immorality, and where there is division and quarrelling. Such people would be habitual sinners IN THE CHURCH, content to be habitual sinners! - ignoring and defying the reality that Paul had made clear. 

Chapter 13

13:1-14 Final warnings / Greetings / Instructions. 

(With a view to his visit being constructive not destructive.)

13:1-2 THIS will be my THIRD visit- After his original visit, Acts 18, and the distressing visit of 2:1. Not just ready the THIRD time, without going, as in 1:23. That there is no record in Acts of 3 visits (OR of most of the sufferings of 11:23-27) isn't surprising. Acts is a summary of only some representative experiences. 

IN/by THE MOUTH/testimony OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES- The OT Law required at least two witnesses, before a crime could be punished, Deu 19:15. Following this principle Paul wouldn't act on what others had told him about the Corinthians, but on his personal experience of them on the three visits - these would be three separate witnesses. 

BEFORE/already.. NOW I WRITE- What he had taught when present, and in the two letters, were adequate witness to the truth of God - THREE warnings. When he came he would be right in expecting them to have obeyed his call to repentance. He would give no more warnings. Sins would be investigated and action taken against defiant sinners. He would be present to guide the local church in this, 1 Cor 5:3-5. It may also remind them that those who have made accusations against Paul himself will have to substantiate them. Cp Mt 18:16; 1 Tim 5:19. 

SINNED earlier- Already known to Paul, and already warned. OR others- Those who had sinned SINCE his visit, and unknown to him, including those who had rejected the Gospel in favour of the intruding FTs. Those who had not repented and forsaken the sins listed in 12:20-21, had no excuse. The Gospel as Paul had preached it, and Paul's letters, had made clear that faction-fighting for chosen leaders was infantile and sinful, 1 Cor 1:10-17; 3:1-4:1; that sins of lust and greed etc were incompatible with the future Kingdom, and the life of the Christian now, 1 Cor 5:1-6:20. And that indifference and inaction with regard to such sins was itself sinful. 

THAT IF- also means WHEN I COME AGAIN/on my return I WILL NOT SPARE- #12:6. Cp 1:23 where to spare them he postponed the visit. Spare from what? Put out of fellowship as in 1 Cor 5:1-13. Public rebuke, 1 Tim 5:20. Or he might be the agent by whom God intervened in judgment as He did with Ananias and Saphira, Acts 5, or with Elymas, Acts 13:8-11. 

13:3-4 SINCE YE SEEK/are demanding PROOF that CHRIST is SPEAKING through ME- The Holy Spirit in the Believer witnesses to the truth of what a preacher says, so they know Christ is speaking to them. When a preacher LIVES the Gospel Truth that he preaches, that witnesses that he is living and speaking in fellowship with Christ. That as he preaches sinners are convicted and converted, saints refreshed in their souls and moved to love their Lord, and each other, and live to God's glory, is a sure proof that Christ is speaking through him. All these witnesses were obvious in Paul's life, and yet the FTs and others at Corinth sneered "What proof is there that Christ is speaking through what Paul says?" 

(As our Lord made clear, the final proof God gives to those who refuse the witness of common sense, of His Word, and of His Spirit, is JUDGMENT PUNISHMENT, Jer 7:22-34; Mt 11:7-24; 23:29-39; Jn 3:19-21; 9:30-41; 12:35-36; 15:20-25. Cp Pharaoh's defying God's witness through Moses, Ex 5:1-11:10, the defiance of Korah, Num 16. If defiance at Corinth continued, the exercise of God's discipline on them would be the final and appropriate proof. The Corinthians had been judging Paul by the wrong standards 10:12. The TRUE, GOD-GIVEN proof isn't the ability to amaze people with miracles, or to dazzle them with wisdom, and eloquence, as they demanded, 10:1, 10. Sub-Christian thinking despises the non-assertive, unselfish attitude of the true servant of Christ who acts as His Master acted, in fellowship with Him and His purposes. If persisted in, their attitude would destroy the church and bring destruction on them, 1 Cor 3:17. Christ in Paul was proclaiming God's Salvation and Holiness, 13:4. All must deal with Christ crucified and risen in triumphant power with total right to Redeem and Judge.)

WHICH in dealing with you IS NOT WEAK- Christ is powerful in dealing with the members of His body. His power has converted them and set them in the path of fellowship with Himself in Christian living. But that same power is ready to discipline, and make examples of defiant sinners as a warning to those tempted to follow them, 1 Cor 10:1-14.

HE WAS CRUCIFIED THROUGH/in WEAKNESS- In taking upon Himself humanity for our salvation He took on Himself weakness, and in that weakness He died on the Cross. In GRACE, 8:9, Christ chose to come in the form of a servant, reluctant to condemn or punish, and yet His doing so was a sign of His power, and part of His effective working in Redemption, although the world thought otherwise, Mk 15:29-32. Cp Rom 6:4; 8:11-18; Phil 2:7-9. The Lord remains the "crucified in weakness" One in Rev 5. He chose the cross 1 Cor 1:17-31, and through it is in the exalted position of Redeemer, Judge, and Reconciler of all things in heaven and Earth, Col 1:15-20. YET HE lives BY THE POWER OF GOD- #12:9. The triumph of His enemies was reversed when God raised Him in power, Rom 6:4-11; 1 Cor 6:14; Phil 3:10; Col 2:13-15; Heb 2:9-10. 

WE ARE WEAK IN HIM- The Apostle Paul, as all Christ's servants should, accepted the position of weakness/ selflessness/ being crucified with Christ, so that His resurrection power might be experienced and displayed, 4:5-5:10; 12:9-10; Phil 2:1-16; 3:7-16. To display and rely on our own wisdom, skill and power, frustrates the wisdom and power of God by directing attention away from God, to the powerful, skilful worker, 1 Cor 2:1-5. God's weakness in the Gospel is stronger than the strength of man, 1 Cor 1:25. Paul is happy to be powerless apart from the power of God in the Gospel, as that power works through him in his weakness, as it did in Christ crucified.

BUT LIVE WITH HIM BY THE POWER OF GOD TOWARD/to serve YOU- God's servants are to serve the believers rather than be served by them, 4:5-15; 12:15; Mk 10:42-45. Some despised him for this, but he had acted in fellowship with the Servant-Saviour, so that the power of Christ had been effective among them, Rom 15:19. When he comes again to Corinth he will, in fellowship with his Lord, have the power of God to deal severely with the defiant sinners, although hopefully they would have repented and be ready to let Paul serve them, 4:5. Yet if he has to punish them it will not be in a domineering way. He will feel shamed, sharing the humiliation of his Lord, 12:21. Christ's resurrection power operates in us to make us holy, and to enable us to serve God acceptably, Eph 1:18-20; 3:16-17, and includes His discipline, Heb 12:5-13. God will energise Paul in discipline as part of his pastoral loving concern for them that makes him weak/ vulnerable to distress on their behalf, 11:28-29. The gentleness of Paul's actions 1:3-11; 4:5-12, should not blind the Christians to the fact of God's power being manifested in him. 

13:5-6 EXAMINE YOURSELVES- Peirazo- To test, tempt, prove. Used of God Testing Abraham, Heb 11:17. A test that gives people the chance to show (and often find out) what they really are. Test themselves against the standard of God's Word, the Gospel, Christ's saving Grace and its requirements, in the light of Christ's coming, and Judgment Seat, 3:1-18; 5:5-6:1; 6:14-7:1. It's when we ourselves need to get right with God that we are most likely to criticise others. The FTs had stirred them up to criticise Paul. What they needed to do was examine their own selves - YOU is emphatic. To test themselves will answer any of their queries about Paul and his Apostleship and Gospel, as they themselves were the proof of Paul's Apostleship. 

to see WHETHER YE BE/are IN THE FAITH- #10:13. If you are really Christians, on the Gospel basis, Eph 2:1-10. Make sure they are in the Faith doctrinally, and are living in trustful obedience to their Lord and Saviour, 5:14; Rom 7:6; 8:1-16. Not that assurance of salvation is self-derived, it's God-given through His Word and our response of Faith. We look to Him and His Word for assurance. But a transformed life following a profession of Faith makes it obvious that anyone is in the Faith, Gal 5:13-26; 6:3-10; 2 Pet 1:1-12. If that examination proves that Christ is in them it proves that Paul is an Apostle and that the Gospel he preached is God's Gospel, 5:17; 6:1 ; Jas 1:21-25. 

PROVE/test YOUR OWN SELVES- Dokimazo- To test, examine, prove. Originally of metals as in LXX Prov 8:10; 17;3. To Test/ prove with the expectation of approving, or hope of doing so if possible, as in 8:22; Rom 12:2; 1 Cor 3:13; 11:28; Eph 5:10. 

KNOW YE/do you NOT realise THAT JESUS CHRIST IS IN YOU EXCEPT YE BE REPROBATES/unless, of course you fail the test- If He is in them, they are in the Faith. If Christ is in us we have no right to live for ourselves, but to become Christ-like, 5:17-6:2; 6:14:7-1. If He isn't, their claim to be Christian is false, and the Gifts of the Spirit in their church members is an empty fraud, Mt 7:21-23; Jn 1:12; Rom 8:9-17. Cp Jer 6:29-30; Gal 3:1-5. The Gospel offer of Salvation in Christ is a WHOLE. There is neither reason nor security in half measures, 2 Pet 1:1-111. Double-mindedness, Jas 1:5-8, and refusal to confess Jesus as Lord of our lives, will rob anyone of joy and blessing, Rom 10:9; Phil 3:17-19. A profession of conversion is empty if there's no love of holiness, no desire to depart from sin, no willingness to walk humbly with God, and each other. As a result of examining themselves in the light of God's Word, Believers should come to a realisation that Christ indwells them, and so be moved to obedient faith that lets Him transform their lives to enjoy His fellowship, Gal 2:20; Eph 3:14-21. If so, Paul must be an approved agent of Christ, as, under God, he is the source of Christ in them, their hope, Col 1:27. To deny this makes them like a man out on a tree limb working at severing the connection of that limb with the tree trunk of God's Saving purposes. If Christ is IN/AMONG YOU, why shouldn't you deal with Him personally, and be put right, and not wait until His servant Paul comes to act on His behalf. 

KNOW/you will discover- Ginosko- Growing Personal knowledge. I hope you will recognise. WE ARE/have NOT REPROBATES/failed the test- WE, is emphasised. If THEY passed the test, they must acknowledge that he was a genuine Apostle, with the genuine Gospel, as they were genuine Christians as a result of responding to it, 11:2; 12:14; 1 Cor 4:15. Cp 3:1-3; 1 Cor 9:1-2. Even though some fail the test, the very existence of the Church with some genuine Believers proved the reality of Paul's Apostleship. Do they want proof of PAUL and his Gospel? Live in that Gospel to the full and all doubts will disappear. 

13:7 I/we PRAY.. DO NO EVIL/wrong- They were GOD's CHURCH at Corinth, sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to live holy lives as the Sons and Daughters of God, 1:1; 6:14-7:1. Paul's concern and prayer was that they should be this in their hearts, and seen to be it in their lives. NOT THAT WE SHOULD APPEAR APPROVED/people will see we have stood the test- Again WE is emphasized. The FTs and carnal Corinthian Christians, 1 Cor 3:1-3, were concerned with outward show and reputation. His great concern was that having tested themselves, they get right with God, and put into practice what they found as they examined themselves, Jas 1:13-25. They must BE and DO Good BECAUSE God IS GOOD, and they are His children, not just to please Paul or make him seem successful. It's easy to pray to be kept from having evil done to us. It's more important to pray that we will do harm to no-one. Not sin against the grace, wisdom, love, and power of God. They need to acknowledge Paul's Apostleship and Gospel, as their eternal good and the Glory of God depends on their believing/ obeying it, as in Phil 1:9-11. Rather than resist the letter, continue to sin, until stopped by Judgment. Paul agonises over any rejection of Christ, Rom 9:2-4; 10:1-3. And over rebellious/ false brothers, 11:28-29; Rom 14:13-15; Phil 3:18-19. 

BUT THAT you will DO what IS HONEST/right- Kalos- Visibly good, honest, and beautiful. That their daily lives be a true reflection of the nature of their Lord and Saviour, and the eternal Salvation He has granted them, Eph 4:1-5:21; Col 1:9-16. There's nothing tame, or dull about "being good" as a Christian. even THOUGH WE BE AS REPROBATES/may seem to have failed- His own reputation is important only as it affects their response to the Lord and the Gospel. As a loving parent he's willing to suffer shame and loss for the good of his children. Cp Rom 9 1:3. Some people seem happy when their worst fears and suspicions about others prove to be true. He's happy to SEEM to be a failure, as long as they live Godly lives. If the Corinthians take the needed action against rebels and the FTs BEFORE he comes, his warnings and expressed fears will seem unjustified and when he meets them, he'll say Hallelujah!  He isn't saying "I could be wrong in what I've said," He's saying that his concern was with their welfare for their own sake, 4:5-17. If only they repent and are restored before he comes, and he doesn't have to act in judgment, unlike Jonah, he won't be disappointed even if those who judge Apostleship by dramatic acts of power will say once more that when he is present with them Paul is TIMID. 

13:8 FOR WE CAN DO NOTHING/cannot do anything- Dunamai- Have no Power. AGAINST THE TRUTH- #11:10. We servants of God, have no power to act in any way against the Truth in general and in particular against the Truth we proclaim in the Gospel. Obviously God's servants CAN misuse the gifts and positions of power He puts them into, but they are not serving God when they do so, and it's not God's power they are using. Paul is happy to be "weak" 4:1-18; 12:9-10, as he is determined that he will never act against the truth. In this Paul is an example to us all. Decisions made on earth must coincide with Heaven's verdicts, Mt 18:18, or they are empty and sinful. As servants of Christ we must speak and act in fellowship with God's will revealed in Christ, who is the Truth, Jn 14:6. As we are God's Bond slave-Ambassadors, the power/ authority remains with our Lord, Mt 28:18-20. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Acts 1:8, we are powerless TO DO ANYTHING OF ETERNAL VALUE except in obedient fellowship with Him. (And should do nothing else.) Whether Paul comes in servant-weakness or punishing-power, will be according to the Truth, not against it, in fellowship with his Lord and His eternal purposes. It is THEIR responsibility to respond to the truth in this letter so that Paul's coming will be a joy to all.

BUT only FOR THE TRUTH- Paul isn't like a Lawyer concerned to justify his client (himself) at the cost of truth/ by slanting truth, etc. The truth alone can produce eternal good. We shouldn't resent criticism, or try to talk people into siding with us against those who criticise us. We must examine ourselves before the Lord, Ps 19:12-14: 139:23-24, put right anything that's wrong, Mt 5:23-26, and like Paul go ahead quietly walking with the Lord, knowing the truth will prevail at the Bema 5:10. Not only truth in general, but specifically the GOSPEL TRUTH, 4:2; 6:7, against OTHER Gospels, 11:4, cp 1 Cor 1:17-25. He could not preach or agree to a different Gospel without becoming a different person/ servant to a different Master. Paul is concerned to act FOR the truth, and if he has to act in harshness it will be in fellowship with the truth just as his previous "weakness" was.

13:9-10 WE ARE GLAD WHEN/whenever WE ARE WEAK AND you ARE STRONG- #10:4. See 1:6; 4:12. As a servant of Christ he works in fellowship with Him in the unselfish "weakness" of a servant role in relation to them, 4:5, that has in mind their being made strong. He is glad about that as long as the power of God is at work in their lives as a result, and Christ triumphs in them, and they in Christ, 13:4. Paul doesn't domineer, but is like a Teacher who doesn't show off his power and knowledge but quietly builds up the confidence of the children in the class by standing alongside them and saying "Yes it isn't EASY, but we can do it if we tackle it this way.." etc. Paul chooses, wherever possible, to act in strengthening, sympathetic weakness, and will be delighted to not need to display his Apostolic authority and power in punitive judgment. They, and the FTs boast in their STRENGTH, despising Paul for this. Paul says if my weakness is the price I must pay for God's Grace and Power to be effective in my work for you so that He works mightily in you that's fine, 4:17; 12:9-10; 13:3-4. Cp 10:4; 12:9. 

WE WISH/our prayer.. YOUR PERFECTION- Kathairesis- To be made fit. From Katartizo, See 13:11. Originally used of setting a dislocated joint. In their individual lives, and in the life of the church there was much that needed to be put right, and restored to proper Christian functioning, 12:20. Paul wanted them to be strong and fit IN CHRIST, not in their own estimation judged by worldly standards, 1 Cor 4:10. He prays that the errors and confusion in the church will be removed, and God's work in and through it be made effective again. 

THEREFORE/This is why I WRITE THESE THINGS- The whole letter, but especially chapters 10 to 13, BEING/when I am ABSENT- By WRITING he gave them the chance to deal with God and each other about these matters, so they could learn to walk by Faith, 5:7 not sight/ not as small children unable to act except when an adult is there to make them act. He is not like a Christian Leader who rushes to a trouble spot, throws his weight around, and is seen to be an important person putting everybody to rights. He knows that God alone can restore a church to blessing. He waits, and prays, and writes to give them the chance to depend not on him, but on the Lord, and the Lord's will expressed in the written Word of God - this letter. He wants them to do this before he comes, 10:1-2, 7, 10-18; 11:1-11; 12:11-14; 13:1. 

LEST BEING PRESENT/when I come I USE SHARPNESS/be sharp- Take severe action, 10:2. Cp 13:2; Titus 1:13. To have to act in punitive judgment is no joy to Paul, 2:3; 1 Cor 4:21. Cp 10:11; 12:19-13:4; Rom 11;22. The visit WAS a happy one, it seems, as Rom 15:24-28, apparently written later from Corinth, expresses confidence in being free to reach out to new regions with the Gospel. 

ACCORDING TO THE POWER/authority- #10:8. EDIFICATION/building up, NOT DESTRUCTION/tearing down- Even if they refuse to listen, and he does have to break down stubborn defiance, and what it has built, the goal of his action will be the upbuilding of the church in Christ. But by prayer and writing he had done what he could to encourage them to clear out the wood, etc, so he and they can build joyfully together, 1 Cor 3:9-15. He had no desire to lord it over them, 1:21-24; 1 Pet 5:1-9, but to function in dependent weakness so that he could build them up as a Christian community in Corinth to the Glory of God. The growth of fruitful plants towards the harvest is his great concern - removing diseased plants that might infect others is needful but a matter or grief and regret. But if they arrogantly defend their right to self-indulgence or their right to follow another Gospel, Paul must act in judgment, sharing the grief of his Master as he does so, Ezek 18:30-32; 33:10-11; Mt 23:36-39; Lk 13:34-35. Disciplinary action is a grief to God's true servants, but it is essential, and may bring sinners to repentance so the church is restored to a healthy state. See how 2:5-11 links with 1 Cor 5:4-5.

13:11 FINALLY- Loipon- For the rest. All I can add to the above is. BRETHREN/ brothers FAREWELL/goodbye- The word also means Rejoice! Paul closes with an affectionate reminder that while he must give stern warnings as a parent, as their brother he stands with them wishing them joyful fellowship in the Lord's family. He says "Be happy, and do what will bring you happiness!" Cp 1 Th 5:16-24. These verses summarise and reinforce what he's been saying. They must bring their beliefs and behaviour back onto the Gospel foundation, so they can build solidly on it in fellowship with himself, and meet with him again in mutual joy  and fruitfulness in the Lord. BE PERFECT/aim for perfection- Katartizo- The word is used of mending nets, making them fit for use, Mt 4:21; the believers being united, fitted to work effectively, 1 Cor 1:10; restoring an erring brother, Gal 6:1. Also 1 Th 3:10; Heb 11:3; 13:21; 1 Pet 5:10. Here it means mend yourselves/be mended, be restored to fellowship with the Lord and His purposes so as to function effectively, 13:9. To stop quarrelling, pull together, live and work in harmony in Christ. Only GOD can restore us, and He uses His Word to do this. (Exartizo, 2 Tim 3:16- to equip thoroughly is a related word.) But we're responsible to work with God in this, so Paul urges them to do their part - perfect themselves, join themselves together. BE OF GOOD COMFORT/listen to my appeal- Parakaleo- to exhort, encourage, comfort, as in 1:4, 6; 2:7, 8; 5:20; 6:1; 7:6, 7, 13; 8:6; 9:5; 10:1; 12:8, 18. Here it may mean encourage one another, as in 1 Th 5:11. Or listen to my appeal, be encouraged, stirred up to do what I've urged you to do, as in Heb 13:22. 

(This list challenges them to take action, not wait until Paul comes. All are present imperatives, signifying continuing persistent action, impossible in a spirit of competition and one-upmanship. Paul's warnings still stand even though he has switched to encouraging. Both the warning and the encouragement require them to reject the FTs and their different Gospel, 11:1-15, recognise Paul's claims on their obedience to the Gospel, 10:13-18. Cease the tolerance of quarrelling and immorality 12:20-21, so he could be with them in mutual joy, 13:5-10.)

BE OF ONE MIND- No mere man has the right to make another agree with him. But those redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, 1 Pet 1:18-25, have the ONE written word of God to obey, and the ONE Lord, whose love and loving sacrifice is their joy and example, to submit their minds to, Eph 4:1-16; Phil 1:27; 2:1-18. So in spite of all their differentness they can accept one another and with one mind and mouth glorify God, Rom 15:6. They are members of the body of Christ, all different by His gift and intention, and He is their head, 1 Cor 12:4-27; Col 1:9-23. The only way for Christians to be of one mind, is to have (accept as a gift, take up) the mind of Christ. To think as He thinks, and to bring their thoughts, attitudes and actions into harmony with His, Rom 12:1-21; 15:5; Phil 2:1-16; 4:2. Not just natural tolerance that becomes indifference, but positive purposeful united action. Pride in our distinctives prevents us working together.

LIVE IN PEACE- The blessed result of GRACE granted, received, and lived in, is PEACE enjoyed. PEACE with God. PEACE within ourselves. PEACE lived out in relationships with others, confident that we are in God's hand. There is no peace for those who follow this world's wisdom, demand their own way, their rights, and try to make others do what they think is right, Jas 3:13-4:12; Mt 6:31-7:5. 

THE GOD OF LOVE- Agape- Unselfish, generous Love, as in Jn 3:16. God is LOVE, 1 Jn 4:8, so LOVE is His constant attitude to all, whatever their response. This is the heart of the Gospel, and of Christian living. Christ manifested that Love, not only in sermons, but at meals, in walking, talking and working. The Father LOVES the Son, Jn 5:20, and has drawn us into that fellowship so that Agape is to be the distinctive mark of the Believer, Jn 13:34-35; Rom 13:8. Unless what we are and do expresses God's love it is worthless; 1 Cor 13:1-3. Our love for God is in response to His love for us, and is shown in obedience, Jn 14:15, 21, 23; 15:10; 1 Jn 2:5; 5:2-3. God's infinite LOVE is poured into our hearts, to the limit of our willingness to fellowship with Him in His loving those around us, Rom 5:5. 

AND PEACE- See Rom 15:33; 16:20; 1 Cor 14:33; 1 Th 5:23; 2 Th 3:16; Heb 13:20. SHALL/will BE WITH YOU- When we submit all our desires, and fears to the Lord and His will - put them and ourselves in His hands, and leave them there - the Peace of God surrounds us and keeps us in peace, Phil 4:2-7. When we look within ourselves, at others, or at the world's news, we see sin, and failure, and lose our peace. When we spend our time thinking about the Good things God has created, and set ourselves to do the good things He has commanded us to do, the very God of Peace Himself is with us, Phil 4:8-13. PEACE is ours for the asking, if we obey the One who speaks Peace, Mk 4:39, for He has all Power and Authority, in heaven and in earth, and upholds all things by His power, Mt 28:18; Heb 1:1-2. To draw attention to the God of Love and Peace is a powerful comfort, reassurance, and challenge. That Love and Peace EXIST, and are His intention for us encourages us to take action to ensure that we enjoy them together with Him, and with each other, Jude 20-21. Legalism highlights sin rather than cures it, Rom 7:5-13, and can only condemn, 3:6-9. Cp Rom 12:18; 1 Th 5:13; Mk 9:50. But God supplies Love abundantly Rom 5:5-8, 1 Jn 4:16. God will be with them - but if they ignore the Apostle Paul's warning and pleading, God will be with them in punitive justice/ chastening love, Heb 12:5-13. Love and Peace OR Love and Chastisement are the options they must choose between.

13:12-13 GREET ONE ANOTHER WITH A HOLY KISS- Among the Jews men greeted other men with a friendly kiss, even if it was as hypocritical as that of Joab, 2 Sam 20:9-10, or Judas, Mt 26:49. If he had been personally present Paul would have given such a greeting to each. As he is present by letter as it's read out to the assembled church, Col 4:16; 1 Th 5:27, he asks them to so greet each other on his behalf. Even its stern warnings were an expression of Paul's love in Christ for them all, he wished even those most at odds to show a friendly forgiving acceptance of each other. A smiling face and warm handshake is more appropriate in our modern Western world, as any form of kissing (Except with young children, or perhaps still between women) is seen as expressing sexual love. The spirit of the greeting, not the form of it, is what is required. Cp Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20. Such a greeting expressed the continuing acceptance of one another in Christ, as a family set apart to God, as in Rom 14 and 15. Cp Lk 7:45; 15:20. ALL THE SAINTS- Those with Paul, as he writes. SALUTE YOU/send their greetings- A reminder of the fellowship in Christ of all who are set apart for God. See 1:1; 1 Cor 1:2. And, so, a reminder of, and call to, unity with ALL believers everywhere. 

13:14 THE GRACE- #12:9. OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST- This usually stands alone, as in Rom 16:20, etc. It's the Cross that manifested the love of God, and it's through the Cross of Christ that we first come to know and experience it, 8:9; Rom 5:8; Gal 1:3-4. Later in the experience of the Christian life we see that from God's point of view, His Grace towards us began with the Father's electing Grace, Eph 1:3-14; 1 Pet 1:2. Paul's concern here isn't with doctrine about the nature of God. He focuses attention on the GRACE and LOVE which characterise God's dealings with mankind. 

THE LOVE OF GOD- The love that comes from God, then the Love God causes to live in us, and finally love for God, as we realise the wonder and depth of His love for us. Behind the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ stands God's love, Jn 3:16. The God of Love and Peace offers Himself in the Grace-Gift of Calvary and the work of the Holy Spirit so that His people can live in unity, joy, peace, and wholeness. Cp 5:14, 18-21; Rom 8:35-39; 15:30; Gal 2:20. 

AND THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT- The fellowship we enjoy with God the Holy Spirit, and the fellowship between Believers which the Holy Spirit creates and sustains, Phil 2:1. The Holy Spirit is both the GIFT and the dispenser of Fellowship, and then the FELLOWSHIP of the Spirit by which they are expressed and empowered. 

BE WITH YOU ALL, AMEN. Paul pours out his heart's prayer and wish for them all, and for "All Saints," and leaves them in the hands of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul has long gone from this world, but the blessed Hands into which he commended the wayward and foolish Corinthians, and the blessedness to which he pointed them, are as real, and available to us today as they were then, and on the same terms, 2 Pet 1:1-11. In this closing verse Paul brings the fulness of God's Character, provision/ attitude/ action into focus associated with the meeting of their need. We too need to experience and share grace, love and fellowship. Paul is saying I want you ALL to be right with God in ALL HE IS and all He has provided for you, so that you can be united in fulfilling His Purpose for you. This isn't pious politeness. It's a final challenge to action on practical matters. They must decide for Paul and the Gospel, against the rival False Teachers - Much as Jeremiah challenged the Jerusalem Jews to decide for him against Hananiah, Jer 28:1-17. Obviously ONE of them was terribly wrong. Tolerance was useless. Commitment was essential.

Appendix- Jewish/ Gentile sphere contrast. Converted Jews brought with them a tradition that God's prophets should have their material needs met, 2 Ki 4:8-10. The Lord and His disciples lived like that. Israel was rightly expecting the KINGDOM so the disciples sent out in Mt 10 could expect to meet people who were already in fellowship with God, and free to take the further step of acknowledging Jesus. Paul agreed that those who gained spiritual benefit from preaching should meet the material needs of preachers, but gave reasons for not claiming that right, 1 Cor 9:1-18. He gives more reasons here. In the Gentile world itinerant Teachers of "Wisdom" made their living by marketing themselves as having valuable information to share. (And were accused of taking their fee BEFOREHAND as afterwards no-one would have thought it worth paying for!) The ability to LOOK like highly-successful-in-this-world people giving others a chance to buy the secrets of their success, was quite the opposite of Paul's role as an Apostle of Christ, so he was determined not to be seen as a new variety of such salesmen of knowledge. Far from charging people to attend his "Successful Christian Living and Church Growth" seminar, or making impassioned appeals for money in the emotional atmosphere of a campaign crowd, Paul accepted gifts only when he had left an area, and converts made the effort to follow him up with it. Then it was part of their fruit to the glory of God, Phil 4:10-20. 

God offered Salvation as a gift, so as His Ambassador Paul chose to offer it without charge, Acts 18:3; 20:33-35; 1 Cor 4:12; 1 Th 2:9; 2 Th 3:6-9. If people found it hard to grasp the idea of the freeness of Grace, his modelling of it could help them. Paul's sacrificial living expressed in physical terms the spiritual truths of the Gospel. It demonstrated Christ's unselfish LOVE for them, and set them an example of unselfish Christian love. And it made it clear that He was working for the Lord - answerable to the Lord. By supporting himself he wasn't denying that he was an Apostle, with a right to support - it was his way of showing love for God, 1 Cor 9:1-23.

The FTs rated themselves as worth a high level of financial support. They might have accused Paul of lacking faith, saying "The earth is the Lord's. The Lord's servant should :lord it in His name, and live like a lord." Some today prefer preachers who ignore Gal 2:20, and in their lifestyle and preaching compete successfully with the stars of the entertainment, business and political world, using the best equipment, publicity, etc. When Paul wrote patronage of Philosophers by the wealthy was common, and they could speak proudly of "My Teacher." No-one could feel pride in following a man like Paul who did manual work. Paul accepted hospitality, Acts 16:14-15, but to become someone's subsidised preacher compromises the message one is free to give. And if a preacher is interested in being popular and making money he will be tempted to change the message to make himself popular. Paul gave no one an  excuse to think of Gospel preaching as a way of earning a living, 2:17.2:17; 6:3; Acts 20:34-35; 1 Cor 9:12; 1 Th 2:5-9. He came as a man rich in the Gospel - eager to share those riches with others. He came to work alongside them, and treated converts as his equals as brothers in Christ. And set them an example of unselfish living appropriate to the Gospel. He didn't stand back and give orders, or be a bulldozer for God! He chose to demonstrate living by Faith in Christ as a working man in a Gentile environment, 2 Th 3:6-10, as well as a servant of God.  
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