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An attempt at 
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                          in 
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Booklet 2  -  Chapters 5 - 9

Living by FAITH  &  Serving God

      On the Basis of Calvary

                                      in view of the Judgment Seat

In Chapters 5-7 Paul continues to speak in terms of the contrast between the visible and invisible. Christ's invisible Triumph on the Cross, and our present life in view of the eternal purposes of God which will be made visible at the Bema.

In Chapters 8-9 the Collection for the Christian poor of Jerusalem is used to teach us something of our stewardship of wealth.

E Read

"The first impressions this passage leaves on the simple reader is probably as near the truth as the subtlest ingenuity of Exegesis." Denney's comment on the supposed difficulties in these chapters. 

Explanation of Signs:
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OUTLINE

4:16-5:10   The Christian lives by Faith ..........................…....................... 2

5:11-6:2     The NEW Creation based on Christ's Atoning Death .......... 10

6:3-13         How Paul lives & serves God in the New Creation .............. 22

6:14-7:1     The New Creation requires separation to God ................….. 28

7:2-16         Paul & the Corinthians - Progress Report ......................….. 33

8:1- 9-15    Christian Giving - Collection for Jerusalem ...................…... 44
                         Appendix 1 .......... (6:14-7:1) ................................. 62

                         Appendix 2 .......... (Jerusalem Poor) ...................... 63

CHAPTER  5 

4:16-5:10  The Christian lives by FAITH

(Paul has shown Christians to be frail vessels filled with eternal treasure. He now writes of our attitude to death and beyond, and the way we should live here and now, in view of those facts.)

5:1 FOR/Now WE KNOW- #Eido- To see, know, be aware of. Paul is writing confidently truths generally accepted and acknowledged as being beyond doubt and argument. He takes them up, and makes them clear by applying them to our lives in a practical way. We know by revelation of the Holy Spirit, and we focus on the spiritual, invisible and eternal because we know. Paul had written of life as a daily dying, and he now looks ahead to the end of earthly life. 

THAT IF the EARTHLY HOUSE- Our bodies belonging to life here and now, 1 Cor 15:40. See earthly/ heavenly contrast in Phil 2:10; 3:19. THIS tent- A temporary house for nomadic people, or pilgrims not settling down on earth, E.g. Israel in the wilderness. Our Lord in living on earth pitched His tent among us, Jn 1:14. Calling our present body a tent reminds us that it's temporary, vulnerable, and barely adequate, Isa 38:12: 1 Cor 15:40-43. (Holidays spent camping in a tent are fun, but we’re often glad to be home again.) we live in WERE DISSOLVED/is destroyed- Kataluo- Loosed down, as tents are taken down. It may also mean destroyed, Mk 14:58. Tents are dismantled as we move on, and at death the materials of our tent-body are loosed back into inorganic "dust," Ecc 12:7. 

WE HAVE- Confident certainty. Not ours to experience yet, but we long for it, 5:2; Phil 3:21, knowing it's ours, waiting for us when we need it. It is ours from eternity in the purposes of God. We claimed it as part of Eternal life in Christ crucified when we received Him and were born of, and baptised in, the Spirit, Jn 3:5-16; 1 Cor 12:13. We proclaimed that in the water baptism symbol of death and resurrection, Rom 6:4. What God in grace has granted us spiritually we're challenged to live out visibly, Eph 4:24, but we do so stressfully in our as yet unredeemed bodies, Rom 8:23. The glory of what is ours will be enjoyed and displayed with the Lord in Glory, Rom 8:19-21; 1 Cor 15:42-57; 1 Jn 3:1-3. 

A BUILDING OF/from GOD- The future body is OF God and fitted for fellowship with Him in Heaven. It will be OUR body redeemed, Rom 8:23, sown and raised in glory, 1 Cor 15:35-54; Phil 3:20-21. (Our present bodies are also of God's Creating - moulded by His hands, Gen 2:7, 22; 1 Cor 12:18, 24, but, with our natures, marred by Adam's rebellion.)

NOT built WITH human HANDS- As our houses are, using earthly materials. The same is said of the "Sanctuary" in which Christ acted as sacrificing High Priest for our Salvation, Heb 9:11, 24. These bodies are from this world and suited to life in it. Those bodies will be from heaven and suited to life there. ETERNAL IN THE HEAVENS/heaven- Compare prepared heavenly mansions, Jn 14:1-3, with the individual tent and house here. The Lord referred to His body as a temple destroyed in death and raised, Mk 14:58; Jn 2:19, as ours will be physically, 1 Cor 42-49. Spiritually it will be a building from heaven made of our treasure laid up in heaven, in which we will express perfectly the fellowship with the Lord and His purposes which we have enjoyed on earth, 5:10. The works we have built on the foundation, 1 Cor 3:10:15 - the things done in fellowship with Christ/He has done in and through us, we will receive back at the Bema to be clothed with. 

5:2-3 FOR IN THIS/Meanwhile- In these bodies here on earth. WE GROAN- Stenazo- To sigh or groan. Express without words our inward distress that may well be beyond rational expression. Not groaning with despair in our suffering, because God comforts us in Christ, 1:3-11; 4:8-12; Phil 4:4-13. As we struggle to express our new life as sons of God we groan/sigh for the Redemption of the body to set us free from the frustration we share with Creation, Rom 8:19-23. Meanwhile our only helpful response to this age is to die to it in union with Christ, reaching ahead in our desires to what the Lord purposes for us, as Paul sets out in Phil 3:8-21. A Homesickness for our heavenly Home.

EARNESTLY DESIRING/longing TO BE CLOTHED UPON/with- Ependuomai. To put on over, or more likely passive, to have put on over us by God. Used of Jonathan covering David with his own robe in LXX 1 Sam 18:4. We won't be naked when we  lose the shelter of our present temporary, suffering, frustrating body. We will be far better clothed - able to enjoy life and communicate with others - clothed with the in-every-way-wonderfully-effective new body from Heaven, 1 Cor 15:51-54. The old body transformed/replaced by the glorious new. In NT times the followers of Plato, etc said they were eager for their soul to escape from the body. In contrast to this, Paul looks forward eagerly to the day when his redeemed self will be perfectly embodied. Our body with its senses and capacities is the means by which we come to terms with our environment and contribute to it. Our new body will express our new nature, to receive from and contribute to fellowship with God and man. WITH OUR HOUSE WHICH IS FROM HEAVEN/our heavenly dwelling. IF/Because when we are CLOTHED- When God clothes us. 

WE will NOT BE FOUND NAKED- If you are one of those for whom God is preparing a building/ body, you will certainly not be naked. Paul (as we all do) hopes the Lord will return while he's still alive and put his heavenly body on over his earthly body. If we die, the end result is the same, 1 Th 4:15-17; 1 Cor 15:50-54, but as we don't receive our body from heaven at death, Paul's longing always reaches beyond death to the Lord's Coming. That Coming is directly relevant to current living - just as the distant, ultimate destruction of the world and all its works is relevant to what we chose to spend our present time and energies on, 2 Pet 3:10-14. Death is never our goal - merely a step towards the fulfilment of God's eternal purposes for us in Christ.

5:4 FOR while WE ARE IN THIS tent we GROAN, and are BURDENED- #5:2. Paul is realistic about both life, and death. The suffering involved in His service is part of this. As is the burden of being alive and therefore responsible to do what we can with inadequate means, battling against the contrariness of our fallen human nature, 1:8; 4;17. But circumstances don't overwhelm Paul. He faces them confidently, 12:9-10; Phil 4:4:12. 

NOT because WE wish to BE UNCLOTHED- Platonists at that time viewed being a naked soul as bliss. Although being unclothed would bring the sufferings of his service to an end. Paul as a Christian didn't look forward to that because it's a privilege to be in the body and to use it to serve God's purposes and the needs of his people. The only better thing being to be with Christ, Phil 1:20-26, and, beyond that to be with Him embodied in a glorious body like that of the Lord himself, Phil 3:21. His desire isn't to strip off the earthly body with its capacity to suffer and limited capacity to serve God. Paul’s desire is to be consciously with Christ, in a redeemed body, properly human as God intended, so he can fellowship with God, and display the glory of His Lord, and the triumph of the cross, Heb 12:1-2.

BUT to be CLOTHED UPON- Ependuomai- To have our heavenly body put on over us as an instant transformation or replacement at the Lord's Coming. (If our body has to wait in the Grave until then it will be the same in our experience. There's no suggestion that we will have a body or be conscious of anyone but Christ till then.) At conversion, Christ our righteousness, 1 Cor 1:30, replaced the rags of our self-righteousness, Isa 61:10; 64:6 spiritually. We're responsible to put on Christ in daily living, Rom 13:14, in obedient fellowship with the Spirit in whom we have been immersed, 1 Cor 12:13; Eph 5:15-21; Col 3:1-17. In that day the righteousness of Christ will be expressed in us physically as well. 

so THAT MORTALITY/what is mortal- Subject to death, ending in death. may BE SWALLOWED UP by LIFE- Cp swallowed up with sorrow, 2:7. Paul is eager for his earthly body to be swallowed up by LIFE. The eternal life granted to Believers will break out of its chrysalis, its temporary home, and be fully expressed in a body like the Lord's, Phil 3:21, etc. This will be true of the living physical form of those who are alive at the Lord's Coming, 1 Cor 15:50-54; 1 Th 4:15-17. And God's children who have fallen asleep and rested, fully satisfied in Him, will be re-united with their transformed bodies, rejoicing at being fitted to go out into public life - have fellowship with others or work in His service. In 1 Cor 15 the emphasis is on the fact that we ALL shall be changed, as we need to be. Here it's that ALL shall be clothed with a body from heaven, eternally.

5:5 NOW HE THAT made US- Katergazomai- To work out fully. The process has already begun, 3:18; Phil 2:13; 3:21. FOR THE SELFSAME THING/very purpose- The redemption of the body and the manifestation of the sons of God, Rom 8:18-23 - The glory which ends the groaning. IS GOD- A decisive action on the part of God, who has already begun it, Phil 1:6. The thought of death and beyond isn't terrifying or paralysing, as we already know God confidently as our Father. And what we will experience is the outworking of His eternal purpose, and it brings us into eternal life in its full form of fellowship with God, Jn 17:3. We're to live life to the full, knowing that Death will be swallowed up in life, 1 Cor 15:35-58; Heb 2:10-15. 

WHO has GIVEN US THE SPIRIT as a deposit guaranteeing what is to come- Arrabon- A deposit made by a purchaser, as a guarantee, and forfeited if purchase not completed. Modern Greek Arrabona= Engagement ring. God has come into our lives, when we received Christ, Jn 1:12; Col 1:27, and were born of the Spirit, Jn 3:8, and He is already transforming us from within, 3:18. The Spirit of God witnesses in us as we suffer on the way to Glory, 4:16-17. He is the guarantee that God will bring to perfection His work in us, Rom 8:9-17; Eph 1:13-14; Phil 3:20-21. God has given part of Himself to be in us to be enjoyed now, assuring us of the full fellowship in heaven which He had in mind for us before He created the world. 

5:6 THEREFORE WE ARE ALWAYS CONFIDENT- Tharrheo- To be confident, bold, encouraged. Used only in 5:6, 8; 7:16; 10:1, 2; Heb 13:6. The indwelling of God the Holy Spirit gives total assurance of the Glory ahead. This sets Paul free to proclaim the Gospel and live it out amidst all sufferings etc. He serves the Lord confidently because he knows that even if he suffers to death, a glorious life in a new body is his in Christ. (In a different sense this is also the present experience of dying to self, and being alive to God, 4:16-18; Mt 16:24; Gal 2:20.) Circumstances, experiences and moods change, but this remains true. Our earthen vessels are frail and of limited value, and what is done in them displays poorly the treasure they contain, but Paul can already live triumphantly in his weakness, 12:7-10.

KNOWING- #5:1 THAT as long as WE ARE AT HOME IN THE BODY- We have this physical body as our home. (Should we FEEL at home here? The “address” we give as “Home,” and the environment we define ourselves by and so express in our life-style - is a side issue.) 

WE ARE ABSENT/away FROM THE LORD- Life with the Lord Jesus will be experienced fully only after death. But in a real, spiritual, sense, the Lord is always with us, Mt 28:20, in us, Col 1:27, and our life is hid with Him in God, Col 3:3, but this is experienced only by faith. Paul was glad for this to continue as long as the Lord wanted him to be on earth to serve His people, Phil 1:20-25. But Paul is talking abut BODIES and their senses. As to our interaction with Him through our bodily senses, we are absent now, and we will be present then. We're away from the Lord in the sense that we can't see Him with these eyes, hear Him, etc, as the Disciples did, 1 Jn 1:1-2. But we will see Him face to face then, 1 Cor 13:12, and be transformed into His likeness, 1 Jn 3:1-2. We're aliens here, 1 Pet 2:11; Heb 11:13-16. Our fellowship with Him is imperfect, but even in darkness we trust Him and live, Micah 7:8.

5:7 FOR WE WALK/live- Peripateo- To walk around, live, behave. Living is walking - we move ahead in what we do and become, a step at a time, by the small decisions we make. BY FAITH- Pistis- Firm belief. Related to Peitho- to persuade. Having listened to what is said, being persuaded it's true, we act on it. It's used in NT always of Faith in God, Christ, etc. But in a sense FAITH is the way we live in the everyday world. We do what we do because we trust people or trust information, and often we have to make a choice as to which people and what information we're going to trust. Ordinarily we trust our senses instinctively. I slam my foot on the brake as the car-wash machine starts to move past me! Instinctively our natural self insists the things of this world, the things of this moment, are important. And that God, righteousness, sin, judgment, and moral principles of right and wrong, may ultimately be important, but can be ignored right now, unless they are hammering on our senses! Only by the Grace of God working in our hearts by his Spirit can we become aware of Spiritual things, 1 Cor 2:10-15. Only as God reaches out to us, in the Gospel of Christ crucified, as we hear God's Word, Rom 10:17 do we come to Faith in Christ. Faith alone enables us to know God who is invisible, and accept His truth; give ourselves to Him, and live in fellowship with Him, to His Glory, and the blessing of ourselves and others. 

   As children of an unseen Father in Heaven, and as servants of an unseen Lord, we live in this life by trusting/ believing in Him, not by seeing Him. Not by His registering on our senses as He did with the Disciples, 1 Jn 1:1-3. We have to rely on their testimony and the testimony of Scripture, and the Holy Spirit within us, as in  Gal 2:20. All we have is the Gospel record of the Lord’s past life on earth, the promises of His manifestation sometime in the indefinite future, Col 3:4; 1 Th 4:13-17, and the present experience of a spiritual salvation that affects our physical life and senses only indirectly, Heb 11:1-12:3; 1 Pet 1:3-2:3. To live by Faith is to live in this world using it for the benefit of the invisible, eternal worked, as Paul's testimonies show, 3:16-4,18; Acts 20:18-36; 1 Cor 9:19-26; Phil 1:21-26; 3:4-21; 2 Tim 3:15-4:8.

NOT BY SIGHT- Eidos. Not by the FORM of the things seen.  Eidos is used of the Spirit being seen in the FORM/SHAPE of a dove, Lk 3:22; The FORM of Christ's face changed, Lk 9:29; and the Jews never having seen the FORM of God, Jn 5:37. We live by believing in Christ who can’t be seem by human eyes, doesn't register on our bodily senses. He can’t be seen by looking at visible things, 4:17-18. Our natural self is impressed by what we can see, hear, etc. But Christians choose to live by the spiritual realities which are in this life invisible, Rom 8:24. 

5:8 WE ARE CONFIDENT- #5:6 I SAY- Paul takes up the subject again after having made clear that ABSENT from the Lord meant His being absent from our bodily senses, He is present, but invisibly. WILLING RATHER/would prefer TO BE ABSENT/away FROM THE BODY- Leave this physical life. Our bodily life is a sacred trust to be used for the invisible and eternal, 4:1; 1 Cor 9:16-27; Phil 1:20-26; 1 Th 2:1-8; 2 Tim 4:7, and as such is valued by Paul. In longing for the triumphant day ahead he's not an escapist, day-dreaming of a suffering-free bliss. He works hard in the present, with all the suffering that entails, to make that day ahead richer for his Lord and for himself, 1 Cor 15:10. Cp 2 Pet 1:1-11.

 AND TO BE PRESENT/at home WITH- Pros- Towards. This describes intimate fellowship as in the Word was with- Pros God, Jn 1:1. THE LORD- To leave this body and nature behind, and to experience the Lord's direct presence - whether without our bodies awaiting resurrection, or instantly transformed from earthly body to heavenly body at His Coming, 1 Th 4:15; 1 Cor 13:12; 15:51-52 1 Jn 3:2. To understand what Paul means think of the delighted home-coming of a child, or the longing for home of a soldier at war. 

5:9 So WE LABOUR/make it our goal WHETHER PRESENT OR ABSENT/we are at home in the body or away from it WE MAY BE ACCEPTED OF/to please HIM- Euarestos- As in Rom 12:1-2: 14:18; Col 3:20; Titus 2:9; Heb 12:28; 13:21. His desire to be with the Lord means he is always eagerly trying to please Him. Our situation is unimportant. The Lord is all-important to us, Phil 1:20-21. Assurance of eternal Salvation moves our hearts to respond to such Grace, by being what that Grace is designed to make us, a joy to God, 6:1-2. Paul states the principle, without spelling out the activities that please Him. That we and our future is in the hands of our loving God and Redeemer doesn't leave us free to drift in smug content. Rather it stirs us into grateful activity, Eph 2:4-10 in a life centred in the Lord, so well pleasing to Him, Jn 8:29; Rom 12:1; Col 3:16-23. Whether we will be dead at His Coming, or alive, our business right now is to please the Lord, and so demonstrate the reality of Salvation. 

Paul's goal as a servant of God, as in 2:17; 4:1-5, is to be oriented to the Lord in all His service, ready for the final verdict in the day to come, 5:11; 1 Cor 4:1-5. We're at home in the body now, and serve Him in it. We will serve Him eternally in our Heavenly body, Rev 22:3. Those at home with the Lord while their bodies are in the grave (between their death and the Bema- Judgement 5:10,) seem to have no responsibilities, as it's what is done in the BODY that is dealt with there.

(The climax of 4:7-5:10, with its encouragement of Godly living.)

5:10 FOR WE MUST- Inescapable. ALL- Universal. The Universe, in every aspect, must be brought into harmony with/under the control of God through Christ crucified, 1 Cor 15:24-28; Col 1:19-20. God puts His household in order, Ezek 9:5-6; 1 Pet 4:17, and then they are associated with Him in judging, 1 Cor 6:3. God must Judge His own children as well as His enemies, but neither cease to be children, or enemies as a result. That we ARE God's children and so know His character to some degree is to mould our present behaviour, 1 Pet 1:13-19. Paul also gives information with a view to readers adjusting their behaviour to make the best possible use of the revealed situation. That we will all be transformed into Christ's likeness at His Coming is the very reason why wise use of the present time is vital as it provides the material which will form our Christ-likeness, Phil 3:21. Our response to Him now decides whether we'll be a pencil sketch or a masterpiece 

APPEAR- Phaneroo- From Phaino- To shine out. Be revealed to be what we are - the reality shining out. Used of appearance in Court where conduct is scrutinised and exposed, Rom 14:10. Cp Rom 2:16. The true nature of our character and actions laid bare to us as they are in God's sight, 1 Sam 16:7; 1 Cor 3:10-15; Heb 4:13. We'll know ourselves as He knows us, as well as know Him fully, Heb 4:13; 1 Cor 4:5. We're told this to encourage us to be now, what we want to be seen to be, then - be outwardly now, what our Lord has made us inwardly in His eternal purposes, and what we will then become for ever. God's righteousness must and will be displayed eternally in us, along with His Love, Holiness, Wisdom, Power. In doing this God doesn't over-ride man's delegated sovereignty - the freedom-responsibility to choose, Rom 11:29. He gave us the spirit of sonship, Rom 8:15, and works in us Phil 2:12-13, and we need to respond as sons, not slaves, 6:14-7:1. What Paul has written in 4:16-5:10 applies to ALL believers. When we see Him as He is, 1 Jn 3:2, and ourselves as we are, we'll be eager to be made totally like Him with a total sense of relief and joy! This in contrast to the often reluctant and half-hearted willingness to see Him and to see ourselves and give up self in order to be like Him, by which the process operates in the present, 3:18; Phil 3:21; 1 Jn 3:3. Let's ignore our petty rights, and hurt feelings and let our Lord be first in our lives in every situation, and so transform us NOW, 3:16-18; Phil 3:7-16; Heb 12:2-3. 

BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT- Bema- A raised place where a ruler or magistrate sat to hear cases presented and to deliver judgments on them, Jn 19:13; Acts 18:12, etc. OF CHRIST- Christos- Anointed. The Lord Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed Servant of God to fulfil all God's purposes and promises. That He occupies the judgment seat of God, Rom 14:9-12, which all Believers must face is why we're not to judge each other. As with marking an examination paper His aim is to see how much can be passed, rewarded and enjoyed in fellowship with Him for ever, 1 Cor 3:13; 1 Pet 1:7. His attitude is love, not a fault-finding one. 

THAT EVERYONE/each one- Judgment is individual, between each of us and our Lord, Rom 14:9-12. Our salvation has been settled, Rom, 3:21-26, but our service will be evaluated, as in 1 Cor 3:10-15; 9:24-27. The Lord before whom we stand revealed loves us, died and rose again for us, intercedes for us, and by the indwelling Spirit pleads with us to live and walk in fellowship with Him, Rom 8:1-17. In His presence we will see what His grace accomplished in us, and the measure we frustrated it, 6:1; Gal 2:19-21. We're told this to help us to live so as to maximise the joy, Jde 24 and minimise the shame, 1 Jn 2:20. MAY RECEIVE what is due him- Receive the thing that corresponds to the things done through the body in this life, Eph 6:8; Col 3:24-25. Each receives what is his own - Idia, rather than Dia- through, is in some MSS but the meaning is much the same. To get back for oneself to keep for ever. This will preserve the eternal value of each life. 

for THE THINGS DONE- Prasso- Aorist tense- an action which has a continuing effect. So, according to what he did, and the consequences of each action. What we choose to do and be now, will be locked into place then and have a permanent effect on our life. God has made it clear that those who believe in Christ, have eternal life, will never come into condemnation as sinners, Jn 5:24; Rom 8:1, having been made righteous at the cost of their Saviour and Lord, 5:21. But God made it equally clear that He deals with us in righteousness just as He deals with us in Grace. What we sow we reap, Gal 6:3-10. Cp Jas 2:1-26; 1 Jn 3:1-10. That Grace superabounds is no excuse for sin, Rom 6:1-23, etc. The Faith that justifies is expressed in love-obedience, Jn 15:10; Rom 1:5; Gal 5:6; Eph 2:8-10. 

   We're moving towards a universe totally obedient to God, 1 Cor 15:24-25, totally righteous, and that fact is to determine our behaviour, 2 Pet 3:11-14. Christ crucified for us is the foundation on which we build, and that means we must build carefully, 1 Cor 3:10-15. Worthless building is a waste as God must destroy it. The Lord will judge us as stewards of what He has committed to us, Mt 25:14-30; Lk 12:32-40; 19:11-26. Only what is done in love will have been done faithfully to the Lord's heart, mind and plan, 1 Cor 13:1-3. While those cast out are nominal servants only, as in Mt 7:23, there are hints that neglect of stewardship will have painful results, Lk 12:47-48. Every Believer is on the way to Glory. The Bema displays what of his life here he can take with him. Paul knows a new body is being built for him, and the building will be made of the acceptable material he has sent ahead, 2 Tim 1:12. Ezek 34:15-21 reminds us that God will judge those who foul with a spirit of controversy the water of God’s truth as they preach it. Cp Eph 4:15. Our responsibility as part of a new creation is to be and to do what He purposes for us as His sons/servants. We're to no longer view others from a natural point of view, but to treat them as in Christ Jesus - be their servants for His sake, 4:5. When parents arrive home there may be quarrels to sort out - Children needing to say “Sorry” to each other, and put things right so they can be happy together. There is only ONE Heaven, ONE Lord to welcome us ALL. No child of God can rejoice in His presence with wrongs or grudges against another child of God that haven’t been put right, Mt 5:22:26; Mk 11:25. Done includes words said - e.g. a slander repeated without our having checked the truth of it is a sin to answer for. If I refuse to repent and put things right now, that will have to be done at the Bema. Any joy and fruitful fellowship with the Lord my self-righteous pride prevented here, will be my loss, and His loss, forever. Our fellow believers may be reversed in the Glory, Mt 19:29-30; 20:15-16. When I begin to criticise one of the Lord’s servants I am warned that I may be qualifying for Haman’s role, Esth 6:10-11. 

while IN HIS BODY- In this life. The message is clear - Live today as a preparation for THAT day. Live your life with your eyes on the eternal consequence of your actions. In that day they will be displayed to you as they are in His presence, so seek His presence to see them through His eyes now, co-operate with Him in achieving His purposes, 2 Pet 1:1-11. By our actions and words Christ is magnified in our body, or not, Phil 1:20, not our high ideals, intentions, or talk. (Our wrong thoughts and feelings, surrendered to Christ, have been dealt with.) What we are invisibly in relation to Christ and each other is only partially visible now. It will be expressed fully then. The Christ we have put on, Rom 13:14 in the practical choices of our daily life, will be the Christ we will be clothed in to display for ever. Glorifying God in our body now, 1 Cor 6:20 etc leads to our glorifying Him in our new body forever. The old Law-Covenant could only condemn what we have done as imperfect, but the NEW Covenant of the Spirit bears eternal fruit in us, 3:7-18, Gal 5:22. All that the Spirit moves us to do has in mind this evaluation event, and its contribution to eternal Glory - our Lord's and our own.

WHETHER GOOD- Agathos- Good in character/ beneficial in effect, for which we were created, Eph 2:10. OR BAD- Kakos- Worthless, useless rather than wicked. Cp Ecc 12:14. The words good  bad are singular neuter - the two classes into which our deeds will be sorted, the standards by which every action of the best and worst Christians will be judged. God will judge every action and word with no favouritism, Acts 10:34-35; Rom 2:9-12; Col 3:23-25. Everything we have done will either have been His will, in fellowship with Him and His purposes. Or worthless wood hay etc because done to please ourselves, as in Phil 3:17-19, where loss-destruction-waste is as in Mk 14:4. No-one will receive evil. It's the due reward of the good or evil he has done in his body he receives. A seemingly good performance done outside the rules is disqualified, 1 Cor 9:27. There can be no reward for anything done without Love, 1 Cor 13:1-3. 

5:11-6:2  The NEW Creation based on Christ's Atoning Death 

(Paul's actions as God's servant illustrate the life and service of those who share in the New Creation which is the outworking of Christ's substitutionary death on the Cross.)

5:11 KNOWING- #5:1. THEREFORE/Since we know what it is to fear THE LORD- Cp. Deu 10:12; Prov 16:6; Acts 9:31; Eph 5:21. Paul doesn't mean he is frightened and wants to run away and hide from God – that’s the reaction of rebel sinners from Gen 3:8 to Rev 6:16. Or the slavish fear that was inevitable under the Old Covenant, Gal 4:1-5:18, that's no longer appropriate, 3:17; Rom 8:15. Under the New Covenant God's servants have a boldness that comes from knowing that they're already God's children, and provided with the guidance and power needed to please Him and live to His Glory, Rom 8:1-25; 2 Tim 1:7. Paul faces the Judgment with the sense of responsibility that comes from realising the Love of God and the purchase price His Son paid, 5:21; Gal 2:20; 1 Pet 1:13-23. 

   His fear goes along with his earnest desire to be with the Lord, 5:8, a confident expectation that he faces in reverent awe assured by the indwelling of Christ Himself, Col 1:27. He realises his personal weakness, and the abundant provision of the Grace of God which works best in such realised weakness, 1:9; 12:9; 1 Cor 2:1-5. He serves God in the fear and trembling confidence of Phil 2:12. Cp 7:15; Eph 6:5. That by Grace we are God's children, and know Him as Father increases our awareness of the wonder of His Wisdom, Righteousness, Power, Holiness, Love, and that calls forth, respect, reverence, awe, Rom 11:20. 

   We should have a stronger sense of our need to act responsibly than any young player picked for a top team, etc. Paul had come to understand the affront to a holy God, and the inevitable consequences of sin and rebellion if persisted in. But here Paul is saying that he served God in the Gospel in the awe of being in God's presence at the Judgment seat of Christ. That he lived in a vivid, vital awareness of the Holiness of God made nonsense of the accusations of those who opposed him.

WE try to PERSUADE MEN- Continue to try to persuade them to be reconciled to God, 5:20, Acts 18:4; 19:8; 28:23. He doesn't adjust the Gospel message to please men and so persuade them to accept it, Gal 1:10. He is loyal to God in his preaching, giving information to lessen ignorance, and adjusting himself to different cultures to by-pass prejudice, 1 Cor 9:22. He Reasoned with Jews (for whom he had a special concern, Rom 9-11) from the OT, Acts 13:16-43, etc and with Gentiles from Creation, Acts 14:15-17; 17:22-31. But he also had to reveal something of his motivation, 1:12-14; 4:2; 6:3-7; 7:2-4, to try to persuade them of his integrity and that of the Gospel offer. He preached the Gospel and lived it so that converts could follow Paul as he followed Christ, Phil 3:17.

BUT what we are is plain to GOD- #5:10. We stand open to God, as all will be, 5:10. Perfect tense- established state. This claim is backed by the use God had made of Paul, 1 Cor 9:1-2. I TRUST ALSO- Elpizo- Hope, aim at being plain to YOUR CONSCIENCES- As in 1:12; 4:2. Whether they want to admit it or not they should know deep in their hearts that Paul and his companions have acted rightly in love. He'd be happy for them to know him as well as God knows him, and will display him to be at the Bema. The general truth of 5:10 means that at the Bema they will face Christ, and be answerable to Him about their response to Paul and to what he has taught. In view of that he confidently hopes/ expects them to give up any prejudices, and refuse to listen to slanders on the Gospel and on himself its preacher. 

5:12 NOT trying to commend OURSELVES- As in 3:1, his sole concern is with the Gospel that authorises him. They were being swept off their feet by boastful claims that sounded good. Paul doesn't want to compete with those preachers in self-praise. BUT are giving YOU an opportunity- Aphorme- A starting point, a base for operations in war. TO take pride in us- Kauchema- A Boast etc. Taking pride and pleasure in each other is needed for happiness/ success in any family, team, business, or mission. Paul is opening his heart to them as it is open to God, to give them honest information with which to answer critics and therefore to be able to defend the Gospel he'd brought them. He must explain his actions as its messenger for it to be accepted at its full value, so they will have a defence against those who were trying to take over the assembly and move them on to a different foundation, 11:4. As his "children" they need to know his motives that explain his actions so that they can be confident in believing what he has taught them, and in imitating his life- behaviour as he imitates his Lord. (He was inevitably an example/ demonstration of the truths he preached, as we all are, and they must know his inner nature, not just copy the outward form of his actions.) Slanders can't injure Paul in himself, but they will injure the church unless he gives the believers the facts that will arm those who wish to defend the Gospel and him as its preacher. 

so THAT you can ANSWER those THAT GLORY/take pride IN- Kauchaomai- To boast, have confidence in, be proud of. what is seen- As in 1 Sam 16:7. 
. Paul's critics and opponents made a great outward show - letters, 3:1; Jewish ancestry, 11:22; visible conformity to the OT Food Laws, etc tangible visible things, 4:18, walking by sight 5:7. They could despise him for his "Lack of confident faith" shown in his working for his living, but Paul's humility was also a display of God's power, 1 Cor 2:1-5. He had cast away reliance on the outward forms of holiness, Phil 3:6-7 and was concerned to obey God only, 5:9; Acts 20:24; 26:15-22. AND NOT/rather than what is IN the HEART- His heart motives were open to God and he was being open to the Corinthians so they could interpret his actions correctly. His opponents had hidden motives, which if they were Christians, would be displayed at the Bema, 5:10.

5:13 WHETHER/If BESIDE OURSELVES/are out of our mind- Paul may mean “If we're crazy, as some may say we are.” But everywhere else it's used of something that causes amazement by not conforming to normal, E.g. our Lord's answers Lk 2:47. See Mt 12:23; Mk 2:12; 5:42; 6:51; Lk 8:56; 24:22; Acts 2:7, 12: 8:9, 11, 13; 9:21; 10:45; 12:16. Paul's opponents may have been amazed at his actions called him a fanatic, etc as the Lord's friends did, Mk 3:21. 

IT IS TO/for the sake of GOD- If some things I've done don't make sense to you, they were done out of loyalty to God who comes first in my life. Cp 1 Cor 4:1-5. God-oriented living IS bewildering to self-worshippers, and it was the reason for his not conforming to worldly sensible behaviour. (Kipling as a young man, shocked at the noisiness of a Tambourine-rattling farewell to General Booth of the Salvation Army, reproved him and was told "If by standing on my hands playing a tambourine with my feet one more soul would be saved, I'd do it!”) 

OR SOBER/in our right mind- If what I do makes sense to you. IT IS FOR you- His two goals were to please God and to do them good. Those who tried to evaluate him and his work from the point of view of worldly wisdom, could make little sense of his actions, but they had been done with their best interests at heart. 

5:14 FOR THE LOVE OF CHRIST- #Agape- The Love that is expressed in the Cross, Rom 5:8. Christ's love for him and us all is Paul's great theme, Gal 2:20, etc. He says little of human love for Christ, which is our response to Christ's love, I Jn 4:19. compels US- Sunecho- Used of being held by sickness, Lk 4:38; by fear, Lk 8:37; by crowd pressure, Lk 8:45; by the grip of soldiers Lk 22:63. Christ's love held Paul in its grip, took him up into its purposes, and held him up and carried him along, 1 Cor 9:16. His actions might be called madness, or make sense to them, but they were determined by His Love for us, to us, in us, and through us. The Fear of God and the Love of Christ were his motivation. 

BECAUSE WE JUDGE/are convinced- Krino- To separate, judge. His considered verdict which is expressed in what he does. THAT IF ONE DIED FOR- On behalf of, as substitute for, representing ALL- We were all dead, alienated from God in our sins, Eph 2:1. He died, alienated from God the Father, Mt 27:46, bearing our sins. Christ's death for us all is the foundation of the Gospel, 5:21; Mk 10:45; Rom 4:25; 5:8; 14:15; 1 Cor 11:24; 15:3; Gal 2:20; 1 Tim 2:6. Paul's actions are motivated by, arise from, and express the truth he saw in the cross. 

THEN/therefore ALL WERE DEAD/died- Aorist tense- An event with ongoing consequences. Cp the reasoning that His death and rising again became our death and rising again, Rom 5:12-21; 1 Cor 15:21-22. His death for us all does not mean that we don't die. We ARE dead and declare ourselves dead by accepting Christ as our substitute, a death to self and sin, Rom 8:1-16. Cp Rom 8:2-6; Gal 2:19-21; 4:4-5; 5:16-25. (This is true of all baptised in the Spirit, 1 Cor 12:13, and this dying and being a new creation is proclaimed and pictured by our immersion-in-water baptism, Rom 6:3-13.) All who accept Jesus do so on the basis of dying to self and self-righteousness. As Christ died for us, all redeemed by Him are committed to fulfilling the purpose Christ had in mind in redeeming us. So we all died with Him, in order to rise again and walk in newness of life in Him. Christ died as our representative, joined to us, and died on our behalf, so in a sense His death involved all of us and we should die to what He died to. Our death is spiritual only. But His death was also physical not just spiritual identification. 

5:15 AND THAT HE DIED FOR ALL- Repeated for clarity and emphasis.  Christ died for ALL, 5:14; to reconcile US, 5:18. He died to self/sin once and for all, Rom 6:10, and did so for all who accept Him. THAT those who LIVE SHOULD no longer LIVE for THEMSELVES- Human life since Adam's rebellion has been a matter of living for oneself and brings death, Rom 6:23. Christ's death provided for us a new life, and power for new living in Christ crucified and risen Rom, 4:25; 8:1-12. This is the sense in which we all died, so we are not free to continue to live selfishly for our own benefit. It was because we were all under Judgment condemnation to death that Christ died for us, so we should acknowledge the truth of that and give up living that condemned life of independence from God. In view of the Love of God shown in the death of the Son, as our substitute, 5:21 it makes no sense that our life-style should continue unchanged. Those who live, receive life out of His death, to be dead to self and Law, Rom 7:4; Gal 2:19. Freedom to live under Grace is the positive of this, Rom 6:14-23; 8:1-4; Gal 2:20. To live for Christ is to live for others, Gal 5:13.

BUT UNTO/for HIM WHICH DIED FOR THEM- Aorist participle active – He deliberately died with a view to their living. That Christ's death came from love, and dealt with sin, is essential to the Gospel. AND ROSE/was raised AGAIN- Committing us to live dead to sin, alive to God, Rom 6:10-11; 14:7-9; Gal 2:20; Phil 2:1-15. To revert to living for ourselves is an ever-present temptation, Phil 2:21; 2 Tim 4:10.

5:16 So from now on- From Christ's death. And in our experience, from the time we became believers in Christ - claimed Christ's death and resurrection for our salvation, came to realise its meaning, and took up the responsibilities it called for.

KNOW/regard no one AFTER THE FLESH/from a worldly point of view- Sarx- The externals of life, and natural relationships, and our fallen human nature, as in 1:12, 17. Paul doesn't form his opinion about anyone according to human ways of thinking - by such things as external, appearance, wealth, Jas 2:1-13, race, education, culture, usefulness to us, etc. What we see in others, or our natural way of looking at them, matters little and briefly. As we are dead to the flesh, Rom 8:2-17; Gal 2:20, our natural views of people shouldn't be considered. Our relationships with others are to be re-oriented from self-centred to Christ-crucified-centred.

THOUGH WE once regarded- Ginosko- Personal fellowship knowledge. This suggests Paul had some personal acquaintance with Christ, rather than formed an opinion on information about him. (Paul was well known in Jerusalem, Acts 8:1; 22:3-5; 26:4.) CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH/in this way- The scribes and Pharisees had plenty of contact with Christ, but judged Him after the flesh, and so didn't know Him, Jn 8:14-15. Paul's way of thinking about Christ had been based on human reasoning, and he worked with the High Priest to suppress His name and message by persecuting Christians. Before the resurrection even the disciples tended to know, view and evaluate Him according to Jewish Messianic expectations. Paul's opponents may have been emphasising their contacts with Christ in His earthly life, or the long contact with Christ of the 12 Apostles whose sponsorship they claim. Such Jews were transformed only when they came to know Him as Saviour and Lord, Acts 9:4-6; 1 Cor 1:22-25. Whatever Paul knew of Christ's earthly life is barely referred to in his writings, which were based on Christ in Glory and the revelation of His purposes and will - the mind of Christ, as revealed by the Holy Spirit, 3:17; 1 Cor 2:6-16; Gal 1:14-2:7. Paul’s refusal to be occupied with the forms of the earthly life of Jesus, as a Jew under the law, saved Christianity from Christian legalism. (Cp As their pioneer Missionary John Olley had always worn a jacket and glasses, village Assemblies in Tchad insisted that these be worn by anyone preaching.) There is no Spiritual value in keeping OT Law, or Jewish customs re clothes, food, language, occupations, hairstyle, etc whether for legalistic or sentimental reasons, Phil 3:3-12. The accumulation of information about Jesus is a human achievement, and may have no spiritual value.

NOW we do so no longer- Paul now knew Christ, not according to the flesh, but according to the Cross, and the empty tomb, as revealed from Glory. This was knowing Him more truly than anyone could know Him before the resurrection. His new view of Christ automatically altered his view of everyone else. Conversion brings/ is caused by a new view of Christ given by the Holy Spirit. In 1 Cor he contrasted worldly wisdom, and Christ Crucified, 13:4; 1 Cor 1:17-25. Here their high view of Moses, and the Old Covenant meant they had too low a view of Christ - viewing Him in human terms as adding to the work of Moses, not replacing it. Paul no longer reads/ understands Scripture, and Christ, in terms of his own preferences and prejudices. Enlightened by the Spirit, under the New Covenant, he has the mind of Christ, 1 Cor 2:6-16. Paul's opponents were judging Paul by fleshly standards, rejecting him because he didn't show the marks of a successful-in-this-world leader, Rom 8:5; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Gal 1-14; Phil 3:5-9.

5:17 THEREFORE IF ANY MAN/one BE/is IN CHRIST- As in 2:14; 3:14; 12:19; Gal 2:20. When anyone becomes a Christian, belongs to Christ, is saved. HE IS A NEW- Kainos- New and different in form or quality. CREATURE/creation- Ktisis - A Creating, a new act of Creation. Ktisis is used of the whole Creation in  Rom 1:20, 25; 8:19-22; 8:39. Each convert is a member of a new species. They are the result of a new Creating intervention by God that produces a new creation, Gal 6:15. New Creation, as in New Covenant, 3:6, under which old distinctions fade, Gal 3:27-28’ Heb 8:13. Not a mere change of outward form – not Cathedrals replacing the temple, Christening replacing circumcision, the “sacrifice of the Mass” replacing animal sacrifices, Christian priests and feasts replacing Jewish priests and feasts, etc. The only comparable intervention of God is that of Creation in Gen 1 and 2. It is a new chapter in God's dealing with Creation that provides for the removal of the consequences of the Fall by His intervention in Christ crucified and risen. Each believer becomes part of it by their new birth as in Jn 3:3-16. 

   Water Baptism symbolises what has already taken place, 1 Cor 12:13, that in union with Christ we are dead, and live beyond death as a member of a new species. Each Believer has turned his back on the old and is stepping out on the basis of the new, 4:6; Rom 6:3-14; Gal 5:1, 16-24; 6:12-16; Eph 2:8-10; 4:20-5:8, as part of a new world order. This is true, “In Christ.” In ourselves, in our natural self, we remain the same. Old habits, thoughts and ways don't just disappear. They're gone only as we choose to LIVE in Christ, and count them dead. As we continue to seek grace and strength to do so, they lose much of their grip on us, but aren't eradicated until He comes and transforms us, Rom 8:23. That new Creation sets us free to please God, and to want to do so, Phil 2:12-13. Toddlers can't see why they can't have their own way, and they scream, stamp, etc. That may seem amusing , but all the horrible things that feature in the news are the result of men and women doing what they felt like doing at the moment - acting like a 2 year old in a tantrum!

OLD THINGS- Archaios- Used of the Pre-flood world, 2 Pet 2:5, so here our pre-conversion life. Used also of the death-dealing Old Covenant Laws, Mt 5:21, which have now been replaced by the New Covenant of the Spirit that gives Life, 3:3-18, Heb 8:13. ARE PASSED AWAY/the old is gone- Not parts of the old are changed. The OLD, in it's entirety - its basis, and requirements are GONE- Aorist tense, a historic event that continues to affect us. The full manifestation of this will be seen when Rev 21:4 becomes a present reality. Meanwhile it's a spiritual, invisible reality in the inner man, to be lived out under the New law of the spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, Rom 8:1-8; Gal 5:16-24; 6:15. The old life in which we were blinded by Satan, (and God's Word was veiled to us) is also gone, 3:15-16. The “old” persists in our natures and in the world around us as long as we are living in these bodies in this world, Rom 8:23, But it is to be discarded, ignored, frustrated when it frustrates our new spiritual nature, and counted as dead. 

BEHOLD- Look! How wonderful! Jn 1:29; Rev 21:3. ALL THINGS ARE BECOME NEW/the new has come- Kainos- the new and different conditions and ways. As Christians we are a new Creature, a part of a new Creation setting out to live under its terms by faith, in the midst of the old Creation. There is a total newness of quality, against the continuing circumstances of the old, until the final outworking of the triumph of the Cross, 1 Cor 15:51-57; Col 2:13-15. 

5:18 ALL this is from GOD- The removal of the old and the coming of the new Creation, is the outworking of God's eternal purposes. Cp Rom 11:36; 1 Cor 8:6; Eph 3:9; Col 1:12-17; Heb 1:2-3; Rev 4:11. God is its Creator, Initiator, Finisher, Phil 1:6; Heb 2:10; 12:2.

WHO has RECONCILED US TO HIMSELF- Katallasso- To change money, etc, or to change a person from enemy to friend. (Dialasso is used of Human enemies both changing so they can be reconciled. But Dialasso is never used of our being reconciled to God as the enmity between us and God was on our side only.) We were God's enemies doing things He could never have fellowship with, Col 1:21. The reconciling action was God's alone. God didn't lower His standards, or ignore our sin. But in Christ, 5:21, He made it possible for the barrier of sin to be removed, and us sinners restored to a personal relationship with Himself that had been broken by Adam's rebellion. God is the wronged party, that mankind sinned against, Gen 3; 6:5-6; Isa 59:11-16; Jn 14:6; Acts 4:12; Rom 3:21-26; Col 1:20; 1 Tim 2:5. By providing in Christ Justification-Righteousness for sinners, He also provides Reconciliation – brings repentant sinners into a relationship of Faith-believing trust, love, friendship with Him, that involves our Sanctification – our being set apart to live in fellowship with Himself. 

   God so loved the WORLD, Jn 3:16, that He offers the GIFT of Life to all who will put their trust in Christ, who as the Lamb of God took away the Sin of the world, Jn 1:29. All that Christ crucified provides for mankind is offered in the Gospel, and received by faith brings Salvation. Or, rejected in unbelief brings Condemnation, Jn 3:16-21, 36; 1 Cor 1:18-24. Adam introduced rebellion and alienation - set himself in the place of God, so that men naturally live to please themselves, not God. For God to allow the world of men to degenerate to a comfortable dunghill of corruption, would not have been Love. Sin had to be dealt with, the barrier had to be removed, Rom 1:16-18. So the reality of man's sin has been matched in the reality of God's Love for us in Christ, and grace has triumphed over sin, Rom 5:20. Being reconciled to God as a new Creature in a new Creation we have a new relationship with God.

BY/through CHRIST [JESUS RT] gave US THE MINISTRY- Diakonia- Work to do. Cp 4:1. OF RECONCILIATION- Paul and the other Apostles were sent to preach the Gospel of Christ crucified, Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15; Acts 1:8. Those reconciled to God through the Gospel, have as their work the passing on of that Gospel so others can be reconciled, Acts 8:4; 17:30-31; Rom 10:9-17, etc. We continue to proclaim God's once-and-for-all action, Rom 5:10. Cp Ministry of the Spirit, 3:6, of Righteousness/Condemnation, 3:9; and of Death, 3:7. 

5:19 THAT GOD WAS IN CHRIST- Making 5:18 even more clear. God, in His fullness, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit acting in unity, Jn 10:30; 14:10, was involved in the reconciling. God was in Christ as His means of working. God in Christ was reconciling - God was present in Christ - the One who died on the Cross was God as well as Man. God's work and Christ's work are inseparable. Cp Col 1:19; 2:9.

RECONCILING THE WORLD UNTO HIMSELF- #5:18. God's action in Christ was on behalf of the whole world of mankind, opening the door of reconciliation to all who would enter, as in Jn 1:29; 3:16. (Human wisdom can argue logically that this refers only to the elect. Faith accepts God's Word, content that His Wisdom understands what we can't.) Being both God and Man Christ could be the Mediator between God and Man, 1 Tim 2:5; Heb 9:15. Forgiveness justification, reconciliation, sanctification, glorification were provided in Christ, who is made unto us these things, 1 Cor 1:30. Cp Ps 85:10; Rom 3:26. What Adam dragged down Christ raised up, Rom 8:19-23.

NOT IMPUTING/counting- Logizomai- To take an inventory, reckon. THEIR TRESPASSES/men's sins against THEM- God in Christ provided this for the world, and those in Christ have their sins forgiven and forgotten. But sins still stand to the account of all those who haven't claimed that forgiveness and cleansing in Christ. Since transgressions are no longer counted against sinners, Rom 4:6-8, the way is open for them to be reconciled, nothing remains for man to do but to take it. He has COMMITTED to US THE message OF RECONCILIATION- While the action on which reconciliation is based is now in the past, God is still working to reconcile, to bring all men into fellowship with Himself. And we who have been reconciled are automatically given the responsibility to carry the Good News to others, as God's agents and demonstration. Cp Gal 2:7.

5:20 NOW therefore WE ARE AMBASSADORS- An Ambassador needs tact, courtesy, dignity and persuasive powers - Paul used such in appealing By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, 10:1. Paul usually calls himself a Herald or a Bond-slave, perhaps because Ambassadors had privileges and immunities, which he didn't claim for himself. The Apostles, and all of us in our measure, are God's official representatives, committed to speak and act on His behalf in His business - that of reconciling men to Himself on the basis provided in Christ crucified. The dignity and responsibility of being an Ambassador is a challenge to them and to us, Eph 6:20. An Ambassador isn't self-important, but like John Baptist, is a “voice” for the Lord, Jn 1:22-23. 

FOR CHRIST- On Christ's behalf. AS THOUGH GOD were making His appeal- Parakaleo- To Call to one's side, so to beseech, give comfort, help, strengthen. Through us God Himself is appealing to all people, Acts 9:15; 17:30; 1 Cor 9:16. Preaching isn't just a retelling of History or a philosophy – it presents Christ, and hearers encounter Him. In the Cross God instituted the work of reconciliation. Paul as Ambassador embodies and proclaims Christ crucified, in fellowship with Christ who is personally present though invisible. Hearers must deal with Christ Himself, not just with Paul who speaks with His authority, and does so consciously in His presence, Rom 10:15. through US- As through Paul.

WE implore YOU IN/on CHRIST'S behalf- Ambassadors stand in the dignity of whoever they represent. But Paul pleads even as His Almighty Sovereign pleads, Ezek 33:11. The glory of the Gospel is that God Almighty is totally concerned for the welfare of mankind, and He Himself humbly pleads for them to turn from death and destruction to Life, Love and eternal joy. BE RECONCILED TO GOD- #5:18.- Let God reconcile you to Himself. Only God can do the work of reconciliation, because as rebel slaves we have nothing to offer. As God is righteous He must judge, condemn, and punish sin, Rom 1:16-18. The Gospel is Good News, that in Christ crucified God remains righteous, and rightly deals with sin. Christ having dealt with the whole problem of sin and sins is justly able to justify the sinner, Rom 3:26. 

   The barrier on man's side - that he loves sin and darkness, and is afraid of God, views God as a rival, a threat to his independence, etc remains, Jn 3:18-19. Only if man is willing to exercise his God-given personal sovereignty, and call on God to save him, does God's provision become effective for that repentant person. That Satan has blinded the minds of sinners makes this even harder, but empowered by the Holy Spirit we are to witness to Christ, Acts 1:8, urging men to accept the removal of the barrier of sin. Reconciling involves both the Love of God for mankind, and the Wrath of God against sin. No love can be called GOOD that is indifferent to/ tolerant of evil. Anger for us always has a sinful element as our natures are sinful - none of our thoughts or emotions are free from sin. With God, anger against sin is part of His attitude of love.

5:21 FOR God MADE HIM TO BE SIN FOR US- Hamartia- The general term for sin and sins. Sin is the source of sinful acts, as in Jn 1:29. Cp Lk 22:37; Gal 3:13. Literally He (God) for our sake made Him to be sin. God placed on Him the burden of all our guilt. God treated Him as if He was the sinner.
 WHO KNEW/had- #5:16. NO SIN- Had no fellowship with, experience of, or participation in sin, Heb 4:15; 1 Pet 2:22. He needed to be sinless in order to be an acceptable sacrifice, 1 Pet 1:19. See also, Mt 17:5; 27:4, 24; Lk 23:4, 41, 47; Jn 8:46; Heb 7:26 1 Jn 3:5.

FOR US is a vital part of this. He was not made sinful - sin wasn't IN Him, it was placed ON Him making Him the sin-offering. The prodigal son story, Lk 15, covers only part of what's involved in reconciliation. Christ came to stand in the relationship with God that is normally the result of sin - separation from God, the object of God’s wrath, and under God’s Judgment - a curse, Gal 3:13. The Son was identified with the alienation of mankind, and treated as such. Not that in any sense He ceased to be righteous - the sin-offering was most holy, Lev 6:25. God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit united in willing and doing this act of atonement although their roles were different. Cp Mt 27:46; Jn 10:17; Heb 10:6-14; Phil 2:6-8. In Christ on the Cross the extreme opposites, the Holiness of God, and the sinfulness of man, met, and the Grace of God triumphed. In His death He took sin, and the judgment on it, away with Him to its rightful place - Death. We cannot in any sense propitiate an offended God, or do anything about the offence of our sin, and the Bible makes no suggestion that we should do so. God is LOVE, and HOLY. He dealt with the offence and horror of sin by taking it upon Himself, and removing it. And so we respond in love to such a love, 1 Jn 4:9-11, 19.

THAT WE MIGHT BE MADE/become THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN HIM- Dikaiosune- Righteousness, justification, the opposite of Sin. The character and quality of being right, just. On the basis of Christ taking the place of sinners/ being made sin, sinners are made righteous with God's righteousness - the faultless acceptability which will one day be visibly displayed, Jude 24. That righteousness is ours by God's action, and it inevitably moves us towards righteous living. We have been given a right relationship with God, and something of the moral/ spiritual GOODness of God Himself, and so are able to have fellowship with Him, Cp 2 Pet 1:1-4. God's action counted us righteous, placed the righteousness of Christ on us, and our sin on him. Christ died for sin, and He IS our righteousness, 1 Cor 1:30. Cp Rom 3:21-26; Phil 3:7-9. Christ on the Cross took our place under judgment so that we being made righteous could share His place of acceptance with God, Isa 53:4-6, 12. (By this means He is bringing many sons to Glory, Heb 2:10, is a different aspect.) We don't become unsinning while on earth, but are God's  children, instead of rebel offenders. We are righteous on the grounds of the new creation, and manifest it increasingly in the new life lived, exempt from condemnation, and enabled to live so as to please God Rom 8:1-5.

I've struggled to make this truth clear, but it towers above us grand and glorious beyond any human understanding or words. Beware of confident dogmatism. Only when viewed from a distance can God’s truth seem simple. Only those who keep at a safe distance from God can shout at those who disagree with them "I know my view of this is right and your view is wrong!” Those who keep far from God personally, and concentrate on the rational formulation of doctrines, can build up confident statements undistracted by the vast realities behind what can be taken in by one mind, or viewpoint, and so speak dogmatically. Technical words and involved doctrinal statements may seem impressive but provide little food for souls. In a day to come God may well describe these grand human attempts to explain Him to others in the words of Job 38:2. When anyone can reduce the nature of God and His works to the level at which they can be expressed in dogmatic words, he is unlikely to be worshipping. And if he uses those words to quarrel with others, surely he is taking the Lord's Name in vain, using His Word for purposes other than those God intended. Far better to do what Mary did, Lk 2:19.

CHAPTER  6

6:1 WE THEN AS WORKERS TOGETHER/fellow workers WITH HIM BESEECH/urge- #5:20 YOU- In taking up the God-given role of Ambassador. Paul isn't representing an absent Lord. He stands in the presence of the invisible Lord, and speaks the loving concern of His heart, 5:20. The Old Covenant commanded, and warned judgment must fall on all sinning and falling short. The Gospel New Covenant appeals to men to put their delegated sovereignty back under the Sovereignty of God where it rightly belongs. Adam withdrew his hand from the hand of God into sin and shame. In the Gospel, God in grace holds out His hand to mankind and those willing to part with independence, their sinful rebellion, take it by faith, and are reconciled - they become God's children. 

not to receive THE GRACE OF GOD- #Charis- Grace. The unmerited, generous, wise response of God to our need. IN VAIN- Kenos- Empty. Don't let God’s grace be wasted, 1 Cor 15:14, 58; Gal 2:2; Phil 2:16. They are Christians, they have received the Grace of God, 5:21, so Paul urges them to use it as fully as possible, and not let Christ's great sacrifice on their behalf be wasted. Peace with God commits us to fruitful fellowship with God, in Christ, Jn 15:9-10. That they have received God's Grace, been converted from self to God, doesn't make the blessings theirs automatically. There IS a NEW CREATION but it's not effortless that they will cease to live for self, and always live for God as a new creation, 5:17. In the measure they don't, God's Grace is wasted on them - As Piano lessons etc are often wasted on our children. There is a link with the Sower, seed and 4 soils, Mk 4:1-9, 13-20, but here it's not talking about counterfeit and real faith, or perseverance in faith. God has granted and they have received Faith in Conversion. God will never abandon His sheep (His children) and will continue in them the work which He has begun, Phil 1:6. Election and Predestination isn't the point here, responsibility is. Having been placed on the only eternal foundation - Jesus Christ - commits us to build appropriately by the way we live 1 Cor 3:10-15. Paul's concern is that they appreciate the wonder of God's Grace to them in the Gospel, and the wonder of the full provision made for them, 2 Pet 1:2-4. And with their eyes on the Judgment seat, seek to live each day to the Glory of God in their interaction with each other. That we have been forgiven and reconciled by God, requires us to be continually willing to forgive, be forgiven,  and be reconciled to each other, 2:7; Mat 18:23-35. 

   There is also the grave danger of switching to a "Gospel" that appealed to their fleshly natures by glorying in human achievement instead of in the grace of God, 2:17; 11:1-15. Cp Gal 3:1-3. Or to just live comfortably, selfishly at peace with themselves and the world, and out of touch with God. Things like these had kept them spiritually stunted, 1 Cor 3:1-5, and Paul pleads with them not to be content to stay that way. This is an appeal to sow to the Spirit in the choices of daily living as an expression of the New Covenant/ Creation, and so gain full benefit from God's grace shown to us in it, Gal 5:4; Eph 3:1-20; Phil 1:2-6.

6:2 FOR HE says- Paul supports what he has said by quoting Isa 49:8. In 49:6-7 Isaiah speaks of a future time of blessing for Israel and the Gentiles, AFTER the nation had despised and rejected Christ. His resurrection ushered in this universal Gospel offer - death to self and resurrection life in fellowship with Christ Crucified and Risen. I HAVE HEARD you IN A TIME- Kairos- A set or proper time/ season. I have listened to you and responded, as in Ex 3:7. ACCEPTED/of my favour- LXX Isa 49:8 season of acceptance, when Grace is available. (The Hebrew text is a little different.) The time when God can step in and in Grace meet their need, and accept men, in Christ, on the basis of the Cross, Cp Lk 4:16-21. We must respond to Grace when it's available and when we are able to respond - act when we can act - or before long we lose the ability to act, or even the desire to, Heb 3:7-17. Cp thorns, Lk 8:7. Unless we sow in spring there will be no harvest in autumn. Unless we reap in autumn we will starve and have no seed to sow in the Spring. 

AND IN THE DAY OF SALVATION- Soteria- Deliverance, safety, health, salvation. Isaiah seems to be talking of deliverance from earthly situations, as in Lk 1:69; Acts 27:34, etc. Paul applies it to the spiritual, eternal Salvation granted as in 5:21. Not just the receiving Salvation, but also our living it out well, 5:9-10, 14-15; 6:14-7:1. HAVE I helped you- I have brought you help. The Salvation has been provided, and they have received it – but will their stewardship of it honour the Lord and fulfil His purposes? And as it's offered to all, will they spread the Good news widely, sacrificially? Men feel a need of God's help, but only when they give up their self-centred search and submit to being saved, will they find that He meets their needs as a result of their being rightly related to Him as their Creator and Redeemer. 

BEHOLD/I tell you NOW IS THE ACCEPTED TIME/of my favour BEHOLD NOW IS THE DAY OF SALVATION- Listen, this is the time for God to help and save. The welcoming time. The Gospel NOW of the New Covenant-Creation-Birth. God chooses the best and right time, and we co-operate with Him on His terms, or miss out. This stresses the urgency of the NOW, between the Cross, and the finalising of Judgment at the Coming, Acts 17:30; 2 Pet 3:9. It’s our time of stewardship of what God has provided at such cost, 5:21. NOW is the time of responsibility, Mk 1:15, the time for our input that will reap an eternal harvest. It’s now or never - not just a warning, a wonderful opportunity is ours at such a cost to God - and to Paul and God's other messengers. Honour it with a commitment to use it fully. It's impudent hypocrisy to claim Salvation at the cost of the Cross, and refuse the application of the Cross to one's personal life - To profess to believe the Gospel, and not to live in it, Phil 3:18-21. Paul continues by showing them what the Grace of God requires him to be so that he hasn't received it in vain. Much applies to them, and to us all as a standard of making an appropriate response to grace.

6:3-13  How Paul Lives & Serves God in the New Creation

(Ending with an appeal for open-hearted fellowship.) 

6:3 GIVING NO OFFENCE IN ANYTHING/We put no stumbling block in anyone's path- There are always people looking for an excuse to reject the message, inconsistency in the life of the preacher being a favourite excuse. Paul tries to remove all that would hinder people from responding positively to the Gospel. Cp 11:2; Rom 9:32-33; 14:13, 20; 1 Cor 8:9; 9:21-22. He has put, and is continuing to put, nothing before the Corinthians that would lead them to trip up and stumble them in their willing, glad obedience to the Lord. 

so THAT THE/our MINISTRY- #5:18. This ministry of serving God in the Gospel, as workers together with Him and other Christians, 6:1; 1 Cor 3:9. BE NOT BLAMED/discredited- Momaomia- Associated with Momus, the Greek God of mockery. Inconsistent conduct by preachers brings ridicule on the message. The Gospel, the saving power of God to all who believe, IS offensive to human wisdom, and religion, 1 Cor 1:18-2:5; Gal 5:11. Human selfishness, pride, etc is eagerly looking for any excuse to not bow to the demands and offers of the Gospel. Paul was determined that his behaviour would be consistent with God's message which he preached - a Preacher of reconciliation must not raise barriers between any sinner and God. We too must do all we can to avoid giving hearers an excuse for rejecting Christ, Rom 2:24. See also 11:27-29; 1 Cor 4:9-13. 

(External circumstances.)

6:4-5 BUT/rather IN ALL THINGS/every way we commend OURSELVES- #5:12. AS servants OF GOD- Diakonos- A Servant, worker. Paul lists how a servant-of-God-preacher is to behave to commend the message of the Gospel to hearers - make it as easy as possible for them to understand and believe it, and welcome the Saviour and salvation it offers. Although he dislikes talking about himself, 1:12-14; 3:1; 4:2; 5:12; 12:11-13, he must explain what a Servant of God is, and must do. This sets standards for God's service that challenge us all, 3:6; 11:23-29; 1 Cor 3:5; Col 1:23-25. Who is sufficient for these things? 2:16. It make us all see our weakness and seek God's Grace and strength, 12:9-10. Men's praise and commending letters may have their uses, but Paul's commending is seen in 1 Cor 15:9-10; Gal 2:20. 

IN MUCH PATIENCE/great endurance- Hupomone- Used of patiently enduring opposition and persecution, 2 Tim 3:10, etc. And of actively keeping on doing what is good and right, Lk 8:15; Rom 2:7; Heb 12:1. Enduring suffering and discouragement in order to persist in serving God in proclaiming the Gospel. Also patient persistence in all that follows. Paul is describing how as God’s servant he behaves in order to avoid giving offence to any hearer.

IN AFFLICTIONS/troubles- Thlipsis- Pressure, affliction, trouble. Pressures and conflicts arise in us, and we are under pressure from outside forces. As Christians the "World Flesh and Devil" combine to pressure us to conform to the "Normal pattern" of life in this world. God the Holy Spirit through the Bible, Christian fellowship, and Conscience applies pressure to transform us, Rom 12:2. We need to place ourselves in the Lord's hands in everything, so the pressures combine to mould us into His likeness, Rom 8:28-29. Paul is constantly under Thlipsis, 1:4, 8; 2:4; 4:17; 7:4, yet he remains in the love of God, Rom 8:35.

IN NECESSITIES/hardships- Ananke- A necessity, distressing but inescapable, Ananke is translated as MUST NEEDS/necessary, Rom 13:5. Here and 12:10 it means sufferings that are a necessary part of his life and work for God in preaching the Gospel in a world that rejects the Lord. (Not accepting any deliverance, Heb 11:35, that involved betraying Christ by changing the Gospel to fit Greek Wisdom, or the Old Covenant of Law-keeping, Gal 5:11.) 

IN/and DISTRESSES- Stenochoria- Narrowness of place. Being caught between a rock and a hard place! Distress arising from that position, or distress in general, 12:19. The opposite state is being in a large place, LXX Ps 118:5. The way of escape, 1 Cor 10:3, is straight ahead. 

IN beatings- By civil court order, or a synagogue court. IN IMPRISONMENTS- 11:23: Acts 16:23. riots- Akatastasia- Mob rioting, Acts 14:19; 16:22; 17:5, etc.

IN LABOURS/hard work- Kopos- A beating. Kopto- to strike. Applied to work it refers to hard, wearying, work that leaves one feeling exhausted, beaten. The Lord's work is WORK, but the burden is shared with Him, and the responsibility as to the outcome is His. Working manually for his living so as not to be a burden to the church, as well as working in Gospel ministry night and day, 1 Th 2:9.

IN WATCHINGS/sleepless nights- Night's rest broken by need to take evasive action, Acts 23:23. Slaves etc would be free to spend time listening to him only at night. Cp all-night sermon, Acts 20:7-11. His much praying had to be fitted into his rest hours, 11:27; Eph 6:18.

IN FASTINGS/hunger- Possibly chosen times of fasting, Mt 6:16-17. Or his going hungry because of poverty, or travelling, or being too busy preaching and talking. Cp Christ in Mk 3:20; Jn 4:31-34. 

(Moral/ Spiritual aspects)
6:6 BY PURENESS/in purity- Hagnos- Pure, not contaminated. Not merely absence of sexual immorality, but integrity, avoiding anything that people could blame. (In Greek tradition it meant carefulness to avoid behaviour that would be offensive to the gods.) BY KNOWLEDGE/understanding- Gnosis- Associated with Ginosko- fellowship knowledge - so has the thought of fellowship with God in the Gospel. That fellowship gave him knowledge of what would happen in the shipwreck, Acts 27:21-24, and intelligent informed speech and behaviour, Col 4:5-6. Also used in dwell with his wife according to KNOWLEDGE, 1 Pet 3:7. Paul is talking of Christian insight and tact from a conscience sensitive to God and His will and to the needs of His people. This knowledge was given, 11:6, in Christ, Col 2:3, and is now inscribed in Holy Scripture, 2 Tim 3:15. From what follows we see that this knowledge is associated with patience, and kindness, not with a charismatic gift.

LONGSUFFERING/patience- Makrothumia- Longsuffering, patience, steadfastness, self restraint, patient goodwill. Refusal to take offence at misunderstandings and opposition. Putting up with verbal and physical injury without giving way to anger, seeking revenge or retaliating, Rom 12:18-21; 1 Cor 4:12; Eph 4:2; 1 Pet 2:23. Paul used his knowledge patiently, persistently in spite of criticism from Believers, and resistance to God's truth preached, 6:4. KINDNESS- Chrestotes- Usefulness, kindness, uprightness. Love in action, Gal 5:22; Eph 2:7; Tit 3:4. Longsuffering in putting up with what comes to us. Kindness in continually reaching out to others.

BY/in THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit- #5:5 Some suggest holiness of spirit, as that's a human virtue and this verse lists human virtues/ behaviours. But THE Holy Spirit, as it is here, can't mean a human virtue. The New Covenant functions in the Holy Spirit, not in human obedience to written Law, 3:3, 6, 8, 18. The holiness in body and spirit required for fellowship with God, 7:1, is possible only when given and empowered by the Holy Spirit Himself. He can't be detached from His Gifts and fruit, which function in fellowship with Him, Gal 5:22. Cp Rom 5:5. Those who walk in the Spirit, are guided by the Spirit, they allow Him to fill them, so they live like this, Rom 8:14; Eph 5:18-21. Paul is listing Spirit-enhanced and Spirit-enabled virtues - not that Paul etc were just naturally nice people. 

BY LOVE UNFEIGNED/and in sincere love- #5:14; 13:11; Rom 12:9; 1 Cor 13:1-5; 1 Pet 1:22; 1 Jn 4:8, 16. Such sincere love is possible only through God's love to us, Jn 3:16; and the work of the Holy Spirit in us, Rom 5:1-5; Gal 5:22. 

6:7 BY THE WORD OF TRUTH/In truthful speech- #5:19. The Greek words could mean The Gospel message, the Word of truth, as in Eph 1:13, Or that Paul preached honestly and truthfully, as in 4:2. Both are true, as proclaiming God's truth requires His servants to speak truthfully, in fellowship with the Spirit of truth who empowers the New Covenant. 

BY/and in THE POWER OF GOD- Dunamis- Ability power, capacity. The empowering for witness, Acts 1:8; (and for Work, Worship, Growth) provided by the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit. Paul relied on the power God gives His servants, not on his own strength of mind, body, or will, 4:5-12; 1 Cor 2:1-5. God's support was shown sometimes in special miracles that confirmed that he was an apostle - an authorised representative and witness to Christ, 12:12; Acts 19:11; Heb 2:2-4. But generally then, and down through the ages, the power of God is seen in conversions and transformed lives resulting from Gospel preaching, 3:3; 12:9-10; Rom 1:16; 1 Cor 1:18, 2:1-5; 1 Th 2:13. 

BY THE/with ARMOUR/weapons OF RIGHTEOUSNESS- #5:21. Righteous/ Christ-like character, as in 3:18; 6:6, is the outworking of the Righteousness granted to us in Christ, 5:21. It enables us to live in the ungrieved power of the Holy Spirit, Eph 4:22-5:4, so that the words we say in men's ears are what He is saying in their hearts, and our actions and attitudes support them to make them effective. Also the armour and weapons provided by the Gospel – Justification, imputed righteousness etc experienced by the preacher, and offered to the hearers in the Gospel, Rom 1:16; Eph 6:14-18. So when Paul preaches he is a soldier using the weapons of that righteousness, and is armoured by them to behave as he has been describing, so that accusations/ slanders don't stick to him. Paul reminds us that Christian life and witness is a warfare by using military metaphors in 10:3-4; Rom 6:13; 13:2; Eph 6:13-18; 1 Th 5:8; 2 Tim 2:4; Phm 2. The weapons and armour we need come from God, and are provided freely in Christ, but we must take them up and use them. Our natural strengths and skills, must be surrendered to God for Him to use as He chooses, as only righteous weapons used righteously, in the cause of righteousness, can further it. Conscious weakness leaves God free to protect us and work effectively through us, 12:9-10. The truth and power of God are our sufficiency – but are effective only if we live in them. Paul, and all believers are MADE righteous, and ministers of righteousness, in Christ, 3:6; 5:17-6:1.

ON/in THE RIGHT HAND AND ON/in THE LEFT- The weapon for attack was held in the right hand, the shield in the left. So a Christ-like character is the best offence, and defence. Or simply God provides all we need, and we're to use nothing from other sources - Human or Satanic - pride, anger, slandering half-truths, etc. 

(Contrasting responses people make to God's servants, stated as extremes. These reflect men's responses to Christ, as proclaimed by His servants, Jn 15:18-21.) 

6:8-9 BY HONOUR/Through glory- Doxa- Visible glory, honour, good reputation. AND DISHONOUR- Paul's conduct was consistent yet he was praised by some, and cursed by others. The fact is that people show THEIR OWN character by their verdicts on the conduct of others. As we serve the Lord faithfully we will receive Glory and praise from men at times, Jn 5:44; 12:43. That will be useful, and God will use it as long as God's servants keep their eyes firmly on winning His approval, and glorifying Him. Being spoken of badly by men, 10:10; 12:16-18; Acts 24:5, etc, can also be to God's glory as a suffering shared with our Lord. (Note the rapid change at Lystra in Acts 14:11-19 - Glorified as gods and them thrown out as rubbish. In Galatia listening to false teachers brought almost as violent a change in the Christians' attitude towards Paul, Gal 4:9-22.)

EVIL/bad.. GOOD REPORT- Glory and Disgrace were given to them openly. This is what was SAID ABOUT them, behind their backs. Criticism, and evil speaking - slander – may come from within the professing Church, as well as from outsiders, Rom 3:8; 1 Cor 4:12-13. In response Christ reviled not, 1 Pet 2:23. Paul followed Him in this.

AS DECEIVERS/regarded as impostors- Planos- Wandering, leading astray. Religious Jews, and Pharisaic Christians regarded Paul as a traitor to the Old Covenant because he preached the Gospel Truth of the New Covenant, 3:3-18; Acts 15:1-5. Cp accusations against the Lord, Mt 27:63; Jn 7:12. YET TRUE/genuine- Alethes- Speaking truthfully what is true in the sight of God, 2:17; 4:2, etc. 

Regarded AS UNKNOWN- Probably in the sense of being nobodies, not worth knowing. Most believers are nobodies, 1 Cor 1:26-28, and Paul is happy to be one. YET WELL KNOWN- Epiginosko. Everyone knows us - we are known everywhere. Unappreciated and misunderstood by the world, but well known to Believers and to God. Saul of Tarsus was well known to the Jewish leadership as a rising star among them, Gal 1:14. But Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles was disowned. Cp Jn 7:45-52. And the Pharisee party within the church, who tried to make the Gospel a limited development within the OT religion refused to recognise him as an Apostle, or recognise the truth of the Gospel he preached, 5:12; 12:12-13. But it had been revealed to Him, by the Risen Christ in Glory, and he was known, recognised and acknowledged by God, 1:1, by the Jerusalem Apostles, and by many converts Gal 2:7-9. 

AS DYING- Present participle - dying physically - being murdered - was an ever-present possibility, 1:8-9; 11:23-33; 1 Cor 4:9; 15:30. AND BEHOLD/yet WE LIVE on- Sounds surprised - As in Lystra Acts 14:19-20. This makes it clear that it's physical death he is constantly facing, and surprisingly survives, rather than the daily dying to self and being alive to God, which is a chosen situation, 4:11; Gal 2:20. CHASTENED/beaten- Paideuo- To train as a child. The word is used of the education of Moses and Paul, Acts 7:22; 22:3.) Grace which brings Salvation uses discipline and training to bring us into full enjoyment of it, 1 Cor 11:29-32; 2 Tim 2:25; Titus 2:12; Heb 12:6-7. God allowed Paul to be beaten as part of this, 11:23-25. AND yet NOT KILLED.

6:10 AS SORROWFUL- Lupeo- To mourn quietly. YET ALWAYS REJOICING- An emphatic way of saying that in all the sorrow and suffering of their work, Christian joy remains, anchored to the invisible and eternal. Paul sorrowed over the rejection of the Gospel, especially by Jews, Rom 9:2-3; and over Christians falling into sin, 11:28-29. Yet when he looked at the Lord, and the promises of God, he rejoiced. 2:3; 7:10. He sorrowed that the Corinthians were divisive, 1 Cor 1:10-13, immature, 1 Cor 3:1-3, morally lax, 12:21; 1 Cor 5:1-8; 6:9-20, selfish, 1 Cor 11:17-34, disloyal to the truth, 1 Cor 15:1-58, and to himself, yet he rejoiced in them, 1:14. Sorrow is a challenge to pray, and to rejoice in God and in God's working, 12:9-10; 13:9.

AS POOR YET MAKING MANY RICH- In the poor earthen vessel there was treasure which he delighted to share with all around him – the riches of Salvation, 2:14-16; 4:6-7; Rom 10:12; 11:12. His chosen manner of life after conversion kept him poor as a means of enriching people with the Gospel, as he followed his Lord, 8:9. This includes renouncing his right to material support for the good of the church, 11:7-10; 1 Cor 9:12-18. Willing to be poor also in the sense of living in conscious weakness dependent on the Grace and Power of his Lord, 12:10, and rewarded with riches of fellowship with Christ crucified that he freely shared with others, 1:7; 4:5-12; Phil 4:19. In contrast to those who lay up treasure for themselves, Lk 12:13-21. (Poverty is not in itself a virtue.)

AS HAVING NOTHING- He claims nothing as his own 5:14-15. Like the Macedonians he had given himself to the Lord, 8:5. YET POSSESSING ALL THINGS/everything- Eternal security, Jn 10:28; love and joy, Gal 5:22; confident hope, Col 1:27; strength to match his weakness, 12:9-10. Cp 1 Cor 3:21-22. Those who buy anything of this world's goods lose all they spend on it, except what is used for the Lord, directly or indirectly. Possessions that last belong to the age to come, Mt 5:3. Those who Seek first.. are given all they need, Mt 6:33. We go out of this life empty handed. What we have placed in the Lord's hands has been sent on ahead, and it will be waiting for us in His presence, Mt 6:19-24; 2 Tim 1:12.

6:11-12 O CORINTHIANS- As in Gal 3:1; Phil 4:15, These words express strong concern for them and for their welfare. OUR MOUTH IS OPEN/We have spoken freely to YOU- Spoken with complete frankness. Cp Eph 6:19. In Greek to speak with open mouth meant to speak candidly and directly - not speaking out of the corner of one's mouth as an aside! and opened wide OUR HEART- What he has said about his message, his actions and his motives is an expression of his love for God and for them, 7:3; Mt 12:33-35; Phil 1:7. 

NOT STRAITENED/We are not withholding our affection from you- Stenochoreo- To crowd into a narrow place. He knows them as parents know their children, and in spite of disappointments his love remains constant, concerned for their well-being. BOWELS- Regarded by Jews as being the seat of affections, kindness. The Greek word is translated as the TENDER MERCY of God, Lk 1:78. (In English we talk about having "Butterflies in our stomach," etc in emotionally charged situations.) you are withholding yours from us- YOU have closed your hearts to us. Anything that restricted loving fellowship between them wasn't in Paul's attitude or actions, but in their response to those actions. They had found room for NEW preachers of a NEW Gospel, who wished to hijack the work of Paul in Corinth. 

6:13 NOW as a fair exchange (I SPEAK AS to MY CHILDREN)- MY isn't in the text, but is implied. Cp 12:14; 1 Cor 4:14-15; Gal 4:19; 1 Th 2:7-8. He is speaking to them as a wise and loving father speaks to his children, 1 Th 2:10-12. open wide your hearts also- Their resentment of criticism in the first letter, and their semi-heathen lifestyle rebuked in the verses that follow, created barriers. He wasn't demanding in hurt pride a legally fair response, that would balance up the antagonistic and resentful responses at his recent visit. His heart's love for them calls for a response of freely expressed open-hearted love. This would make his ministering Christ to them effective, and help them to live as God in the Gospel purposed and enabled them to live. Lack of open-heartedness between a preacher and his hearers frustrates the Grace of God. Paul is pleading in love, not commanding as an Apostle demanding his rights, 7:2, as in Christ he had abandoned personal rights, 5:14-15; Gal 2:20. The Lord whose rights are INFINITE pleads with men. These Corinthian Christians had welcomed newcomers who claimed leadership, with a New Gospel, and not protested when these new preachers belittled Paul, saying such things as in 10:10.

6:14-7:1  The New Creation requires separation to God

(That God's children must not commit themselves to close fellowship with Christ-rejectors is emphasized by FIVE questions that contrast the lives Believers and Unbelievers are committed to living. See Appendix I.)

6:14 Do NOT be UNEQUALLY YOKED TOGETHER- Their open-hearted loving acceptance of Paul involved accepting the Gospel God had given him to share with them. This meant that they could not commit themselves to a close partnership with non-Christians, as their "New Creation” natures and goals were totally different. Paul bases this appeal on the Law in which God banned mixtures, Lev 19:19. And the unequal yoking of ox and ass, Deu 22:10. That differences in temperament, speed and movement between the animals would cause chafing and frustration to both, is a reminder that it is to SPARE US from distress and frustration that God makes such rules. E.g. The emotional distress of being committed in married love to someone who rejects Christ and is bound for the outer darkness, is matched by the spiritually crippling nature of compromise. (Believers already married to unbelievers was to be loyal to their partners, 1 Cor 7:12-16.) This begins a vivid series using a variety of words to emphasise that ANY form of close fellowship with an unbeliever is bizarre. Cp 1 Cor 5:9-13; 8:10; 10:14-33. 

   Paul's teaching on the New Covenant, 3:5-18, was given in response to Pharisee Christians, Acts 15:1-29. Paul has pointed out that we are a New Creation, under the New Covenant, people who by the grace of God are made righteous at the cost of the Son of God being made sin for us, 5:21. This demanded SPIRITUAL separation from all of the OLD Creation, including Lawless Gentiles, and Law-keeping but Christ-rejecting Jews. There will always be things to which a Christian true to his Lord must say NO. This reminds each Believer that year by year relapsing we are either lapsing further into the worldly-fleshly life that Christ came to save us from, Gal 1:4; 2 Pet 1:3-11. Or we are rising higher and higher above it, year by year. And that so-called “inter-faith services” with Muslims, Hindus etc as CHURCH activities are ruled out by this ban. A church which knowingly admits unsaved members or accepts Bible-denying preachers, is also condemned.

WITH UNBELIEVERS- Apistos- Jews or Gentiles who do not believe in Christ as in 1 Cor 6:6; 10:27; 14:23. (It may include professing Christians who are un-obeyers, 2 Cor 11:4; Gal 1:6-7.) Wide open hearts to Paul, God, and each other, and in the sharing of the Gospel with all men, doesn't involve being wide open to sharing in Godless, spiritually destructive activities. To cease all contact is impossible, 1 Cor 5:10. Any fellowship with unbelievers should aim at their accepting Christ, and following Paul's example we are to be all things to all people in an endeavour to win some of them to Him, 1 Cor 9:20-23; in the ways needed to make the Gospel contact effective. But this is forbidding commitment to sharing a common life -  business partnership, Law courts, marriage, socialising in heathen temples, 1 Cor 6:1-8; 7:39; 10:16:22, etc. 

FOR WHAT FELLOWSHIP/have in common RIGHTEOUSNESS- #5:21. WITH UNRIGHTEOUSNESS/wickedness- Anomia- Lawlessness, disregard for God's will, as in Mt 7:23; 1 Jn 3:4. Paul is writing to those made the righteousness of God in Christ crucified, 5:21, and who are therefore committed to righteous living in conformity to the revealed will of God and in fellowship with the Risen Christ, empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit, Rom 8:3-4. Cp 6:7; Rom 6:13, 19; 14:17; 1 Cor 1:30; Phil 1:11; 3:8. The prospective partner may be a delightful person, with high ideals and intentions. But they are still in charge of their own lives, refusing to let Christ save and rule them, and that independence of God inherited from Adam is the root of all evil, Lk 19:14; 23:21. Goodness and Evil cannot be partners, cannot work together, and that will become clear at times of crisis.

AND WHAT COMMUNION/fellowship can LIGHT have WITH DARKNESS- This pair refer to Spiritual enlightenment. The Lord has delivered us from the Kingdom of darkness, Col 1:13. How dare we prefer it as the world do, Jn 3:18-19, who end up in outer darkness. We are on the way to salvation, they are on the way to destruction, 2:15, heading in opposite directions, so can't enjoy walking the road together. Cp 4:4-6; Mt 8:12; 22:13; 25:30; Rom 13:12. The division between belief and unbelief, or righteousness and unrighteousness, may not always be clear – they may sometimes be argued over, but Light and Darkness obviously are incompatible, and cannot co-exist. God sent Paul to turn Gentiles from darkness to light, Acts 26:18. 

6:15 WHAT harmony- Agreement, not a musical term. is there between CHRIST and BELIAL- Heb Belial. Greek Beliar. Worthlessness, wickedness- a name for the wicked one - Satan, as also Mammon was. We can't follow and serve as Master, both, Mt 6:24. Satan enslaved us by getting Adam to sin, Heb 2:14-15. Christ came to destroy the works of the Devil, 1 Jn 3:7-10, and we have been called into fellowship with the Son of God, 1 Cor 1:9. (The Gospel must not be adjusted to fit in with non-Christian religions.)

WHAT does a believer have in common WITH AN unbeliever- #6:14. This pair deals with Life-ruling beliefs/ convictions. The Unbeliever is blinded against spiritual realities. The Believer, while still an ordinary human, has within a glorious eternal treasure, the fellowship-knowledge of Christ, 4:4-7. This isn't a Pharisaic separation between the self-righteous, and those they despise for having a lower visible standard. This is a separation between those having been made righteous, in fact a New Creation, as a gift of God's Grace, 5:17 - and those who reject Christ crucified and prefer to stay in the darkness. 

   We're blessed with the same sunshine, and breathe the same air, eat the same food and do the same work, maybe, but in it all our hearts and minds we turn to God as Giver, and set our minds and wills to use these things as stewards eager to please Him. They see them as theirs by right to use as they choose. They use things for the idol self - we for the Father, the Lord, the Rewarder, Heb 11:6. We are on the Salvation road to Glory - they are on the road to destruction. Our sharing with unbelievers needs to be in ways which will help them MOVE to be where we are, not for us to be where they are. They are hypocrites if they act as if they were serving God. We are hypocrites if we act as if we aren't.

6:16 AND WHAT AGREEMENT- Contract, alliance. between THE TEMPLE- Naos- Inner temple, Holy of Holies where God dwells. OF GOD and IDOLS- A temple where idols are worshipped. Not merely carved images, but anything that displaces God as the centre of a person's life, and is their purpose in living, etc. Money, Pleasure, Fame, Material things. This pair has to do with what we worship. Cp 1 Cor 10:14-22; Col 3:5; 1 Th 1:9. 

FOR we ARE THE TEMPLE- Naos OF THE LIVING GOD- God dwells in the church, 1 Cor 3:16-17. But it's individual Believers who are most tempted into unequal yokes, and their bodies are also God's temple, 1 Cor 6:19-20. These truths belong together as only those indwelt by the Spirit of God, as spiritually living stones, form the Church. What the individual member does affects the whole, and vice versa. The Corinthian Believers were Temples, but it wasn't obvious in the way many of them were living, 1 Cor 5:6-8. It was a tragic sin for Jews worshipping in their physical temple to have idols in their hearts, etc, Ezek 8. It's even more so for those who are God's spiritual temple, the Church to have idols in their hearts.

AS GOD has SAID- This is more direct, more personal than the usual As it is written, 4:6. I WILL DWELL IN/live with THEM- Enoikeo- To settle down to live, be at home. This echoes several OT statements Ex 25:8; 29:44-46; Lev 26:11-12; 2 Sam 7:14; Isa 52:7-11; Ezek 37:27. In the OT this speaks of the Tabernacle/ Temple, the one place to which all Israelites had to come physically to be in God's presence. (Though Solomon in his dedicatory prayer spoke of them looking towards the temple from wherever they were.) But in the NT we're no longer dependent on a physical temple or holy place, Mt 18:20; Jn 4:21-24. Christ is Immanuel, God with us, Mt 1:23. The chosen people of God are His dwelling place, Eph 3:17. The joyful reality of this and the solemn responsibility go together, Jn 1:14; 14:23; Rev 21:3. How dare we shut God Almighty, the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us, Gal 2:20, out of any part of our life, by giving it to someone who rejects Him. 

WALK IN/among THEM- #5:7 Emperipateo - A sharing of the whole round of daily life. Not a static God in a static place whose presence we could seek or shun at will. God promises to make His home with us, and move about with us, sharing in what we're doing. 

I WILL BE THEIR GOD- I will be the One they worship and serve. The words are from the Old Covenant Lev 26:12; Ezek 11:20; 36:28; 37:26-27. But under the New Covenant, Jer 31:31-34, they're no longer limited to physical shadows of Holy places, things and happenings - these things are now glorious spiritual realities in the lives of Believers. And will, at His coming, become VISIBLE spiritual realities - See Rev 21-22. 

THEY will BE MY PEOPLE- Lev 26:12; Ezek 37:27. They will belong to me, and be the people I care for and rule over, Ex 29:45. Which required them to be holy as He is Holy, Lev 11:44; Mt 5:48; 1 Pet 1:15-23. This is much more intimately real and personal under the New Covenant as part of the New Creation than in the Tabernacle-Temple. The Spirit of God indwelling each of us marks us out as belonging to God, and as fellowshipping with Him, instead of relying on following the letter of the written covenant.

6:17 Therefore- Fellowship with God requires our life to be free of what He can't share in, 5:10; 5:21-6:1. COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM- Paul reinforces God's message by further Scripture, Isa 52:11; Jer 51:45. God speaks to His people in exile in Babylonia and commands them to leave that pagan country and return to their homeland. To be free to do so they need to be free from marriage or business bonds which would oblige them to remain in Babylonia when the opportunity to return came - as it did under Cyrus, etc. (Abraham also was told to get out, Gen 12:1, and Lot was in Gen 19:12-14.) 

BE SEPARATE- God sets us apart FOR Himself, Rom 1:1; 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11; FROM unclean living and from Unbelievers, Acts 19:9. Let's act that way. God's action in 5:21 requires this of us, 7:1. We must not fellowship with the works of darkness, Eph 5:6-16. We must let our light shine out as we move among the godless, Mt 5:13-16; Phil 2:12-16; 1 Pet 3:15-18. When Paul wrote idolatry was part of almost all trade and social life. (See notes in Revelation, Part I Booklet.) Refusing to join in with idolatry would cut them off from business profit, and social life, and refusal to offer incense to the current Caesar - God-King - was treason. 

   There will always be situations and people which we must separate from so as to rightly represent our Lord and give His message. About 100 yrs ago F W Charrington saw a poor woman pleading with her husband to come home while he still had some money to buy food for their children. He knocked her down, and went into a Tavern. Charrington glanced up and saw "Charrington Breweries" on the Tavern's sign. He refused to take any more money from the family fortune made at the cost of such misery. Such separation is required of us, Rom 12:1-2. Says THE LORD- Only those God has separated are free to come out - those willing to obey His command will find they are able to come our.

TOUCH no UNCLEAN THINGS- Priests had to avoid anything that defiles, dirties, in order to do their work for God. Believers, as indwelt by God, we live in His presence, and as He lives in us we take Him with us wherever we go. And we should serve Him in our actions, so the requirements for the OT priests are relevant to us. We're priests, 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 1:6, and our bodies are Holy vessels, 4:7; Acts 9:15; Rom 9:21-23; 1 Th 4:4. The Corinthians were specifically warned to keep themselves from sexual immorality and the spiritual defilement of associating with Heathen temples, I Cor 5:10-11; 6:15-20; 10:14-22. Cp Hag 2:11-19. But in general we're to keep clear of any evil, whether commercial, social, or religious, Jas 1:27. Modern religion - humanism, etc - is idolatry of self, and we need to avoid taking up its God-ignoring ideas as they unfit us for fellowship with God. 

AND I WILL RECEIVE YOU- I will welcome you. In OT it's an assurance that God will welcome back into their homeland, the returning exiles. Here the promise is general, as explained in the next verse. See LXX Ezek 11:17-21; 20:34, 41; Zeph 3:20; Zech 10:10.

6:18 I WILL BE A FATHER to YOU- Quoting God's promise to be a Father to David's son Solomon, 2 Sam 7:14, and through him to David's descendant, Christ, who would fulfil the kingdom promises, Isa 9:6-7, and we in Him, Heb 2:10. Cp Mt 10:29; Jn 20:17. This offer was made and provided for while we were still rebel sinners, Rom 5:6. God's provision is perfect, 5:21, and we're part of the new creation in Christ Jesus. But the unsaved are still part of the world which crucified our Saviour and Lord, and continues under God's Judgment. As they are in rebellion against God He can't fellowship with them. So to enjoy fellowship with our Heavenly Father, Rom 8:15, we must separate from them. 

      Not an external separation such as made the Pharisees proudly self-righteous, Lk 18:10-14. It's Jesus being Lord in our hearts, 1 Pet 3:15, and us living in the glorious sonship of being redeemed, made righteous, forgiven, cleansed and brought into fellowship with God so that the whole round of our life can be lightened by His truth, and warmed by His Love. As a result of this we can no longer join in with the unsaved in many of the pleasures and things they run after, 1 Pet 4:3-5. Like Ephraim we no longer need idols, Hosea 14:8; Phil 3:1-14. The Thessalonians turned to God from idols - the idols were still there, but the redeemed have their backs to them, 1 Th 1:9-10. (A different picture with the same message is that to turn from the enjoyment of marriage fellowship with the Lord, to enjoy life in the world is adultery, Jas 4:4.)

BE MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS- Under the OLD Covenant, only males had the token of the Covenant, circumcision, and were Priests or Kings, but daughters feature in Isa 43:6. This was one of the distinctions broken down under the New Covenant, Gal 3:26-28, and in the NT references to sons, or brothers generally include both males and females, Rom 8:15-16, etc. He has MADE us sons and daughters by the new Birth, but we may know/ and experience little more of that at first than a human baby does. As we grow up we become aware of our desire to be wilfully independent in order to please ourselves, and later of a desire to conform to the standards and values of our school friends. To EXPERIENCE real sonship-fellowship with God, requires us to CHOOSE it at obvious cost to ourselves in various ways. We become visibly God's sons and daughters as we behave as such, and experience the joys and rewards of such a life in fellowship with Him. 

Says THE LORD ALMIGHTY- Pantokrator - Pan- all, Krateo- to hold, have strength. Linked with Kra- to perfect, complete. As Pantokrator, God is the One with total strength who leaves nothing imperfect or incomplete, and challenges us to holiness. LXX uses Pantokrator for the Hebrew word Shaddai, Gen 17:1 I am the ALMIGHTY God, walk before me and be perfect. The blessedness that crowns true separation of heart and life is fellowship with God himself in His purposes for us and others. This privilege outweighs all costs, all problems. To be “special” to God Almighty is something the youngest Christian can understand and value. Loyalty to family, friends, and church fellowships which refuse to Honour God as what He is, or attempt to obey Him in what He has said, should not be allowed to hold us back from this royal invitation/ command. That He indwells us in the person of God the Holy Spirit challenges every ungodly association that we may get into. He is the One to whom nations and lands are a very little thing! Isa 40:15. 

CHAPTER 7 

7:1 HAVING THEREFORE/Since we have- Cp Gal 6:10; Heb 10:19. THESE PROMISES- Epangelia- A Law term- formally proclaimed promises, legally binding ones. God in his Word solemnly guarantees what He will do, be, and give, to us in Christ. THESE is emphasized - the specific, clear wonderful promises of fellowship as Sons and Daughters of God Almighty, etc, 6:16-18. Now able to be fulfilled under the New Covenant on the basis of 5:21-6;1. Cp Gal 3:22.

LET US- Paul stands with them in responding to these promises of God with the intention that they choose to stand with him and to respond as he has responded.

CLEANSE/purify OURSELVES- Katharizo- To make clean, free from mixture. This word isn't used elsewhere by Paul, but cleansing is a common theme of his, Eph 5:26; Titus 2:14. Cp Heb 9:14, 22-23. Not to ACHIEVE the state of holiness, but to DEMONSTRATE that holiness is the outworking of Salvation that is given by Grace and received by faith, Rom 8:3-4. 

FROM ALL FILTHINESS/that contaminates- Molusmos- Anything that dirties or stains. Moluno is used in 1 Cor 8:7; Rev 3:4. OF THE FLESH/body- #5:16 AND SPIRIT- The human spirit is the ruling, decision making and commitment-making, core of our being. But here may include soul - feelings, preferences, etc which are dirtied by low indulgence or by pride if the will chooses to use them in ungodly ways. Every physical and spiritual filth. Flesh here is simply the outward body life, spirit the inward life, as in 4:16-17. Paul generally uses Psuche- soul for the inner man with Soma- body as contrasts, 1 Cor 7:34; 1 Th 5:23. Defilement of the spirit is not used elsewhere by Paul, but fits with Fornication defiling the body, and Idolatry defiling the spirit, so that believers must flee both as both of them deny the believer's exclusive relationship with Christ, 1 Cor 6:18; 10:14-22; 1 Jn 5:21. A clear break with them is needed in order to be holy in body (avoiding sexual immorality) and spirit (avoiding idolatry.)

PERFECTING- Epiteleo- To complete perfectly. Epi- Intensive, fully. Teleo- To finish, complete. HOLINESS- Hagiosune- Holiness, holy living, as seen in the life of Jesus Christ, who lived as man on earth in perfect fellowship with the Father in Heaven, Mt 3:17; 17:5, etc. Believers are to be working at living in the ways that please God by following His revealed will. Not doing so in human strength, by slavishly following deadening external rules, but in fellowship with God through His indwelling Spirit, 3:10-18. God Himself is at work in us to make us holy in our hearts and lives, 1 Th 3:13, and we're to work with Him in this, Phil 2:12-16. It isn't sufficient, safe or possible to stick to the negative cleansing of ourselves. The great essential is to concentrate on opening our lives and innermost beings to welcome into them the sunshine and fresh air of fellowship with God. And so become increasingly conformed to the Lord Jesus Christ, 3:18; Phil 3:1-21; Col 3:1-17; Gal 2:20; Heb 12:1-3, etc. We're to progress as far as possible in living a life separated to special fellowship with God in response to His provision and call. This involves abandoning all compromise with idolatry - including the self-idolatry of modern humanism, and with OT forms of outward worship. Without holiness no man shall see God, Heb 12:14, so we must constantly strive to live as God's people should, 6:1-2; Phil 1:6; 3:12-16. 

IN THE FEAR OF/out of respect for GOD- 5:11. A reverential awe of God and growing realisation of the wonder of his Being, Love and loving provision for us, strengthens in our hearts the desire to be holy. This must rule our lives as privileged sons, in the power of the Holy Spirit, more effectively than the Pharisees' obedience to the letter of the written law, Mt 5:20; Rom 8:3-18; 1 Pet 1:16-23.

7:2-16  Paul & the Corinthians - Progress Report

7:2 RECEIVE US/Make room for us in your hearts- In Jn 8:37 the Lord uses the same word in saying they were planning to kill him because they had no room for His word. In 6:11-13 Paul had asked them as his spiritual children to love him as he loved them. Now he says it again, having reminded them that this means they will also need to accept his teaching and obey the God-given directives. Make room for God to be their God, undisputed by rival claims, 6:14-7:1. The tense used, requires a definite action, and is followed by challenging them as to whether they have any reason to withhold love from him, personally, or from God as revealed in the Gospel he'd preached to them.

WE HAVE WRONGED NO MAN/one- Whatever his critics might say. In fact he had been wronged by them, but makes no issue of that, 1 Cor 6:7. Cp Gal 4:12; Phm 18. 

WE HAVE CORRUPTED NO MAN/one- Phtheiro- To change to a worse state. Used in 11:3, of them as Christ's bride being corrupted/ seduced from loyalty to Christ. He'd not given them wrong ideas about God and the Gospel, or encouraged wrong attitudes towards them. They had been corrupted by leaders building shoddy ideas into the church, 1 Cor 3:17, and by keeping bad company, 1 Cor 15:33. 

   Pharisaic Jewish Christians may have claimed that Paul had corrupted the Corinthian Christian Jews by breaking down their strict obedience to the Laws of the OLD Covenant, such as the food laws, Rom 14:15; 1 Cor 8:11. Some Gentiles, in some places, were using their freedom from OT Law as an excuse to sin, Rom 3:8; 6:1; Gal 5:13. Cp 12:21. In defending himself he is also undermining the position of the false Apostles before tackling them and their teachings in 10-13. 

WE HAVE DEFRAUDED/exploited NO MAN/one- Pleonekteo- To use someone to one's own material advantage, as in 7:2; 12:17-18; 1 Th 4:6. As he preached the Gospel while working to support himself this accusation was ridiculous. He was interested in them, not in their money, 12:14.

7:3 I do NOT say THIS TO CONDEMN YOU- In speaking of his conduct as a good servant of God, or of God's requirement that they separate themselves from idolatry etc, he isn't speaking resentfully to make them feel guilty, or acting as prosecuting lawyer. He's giving them standards by which they can judge themselves, as in 13:5. Cp 1 Cor 6:5; 15:34. In clearing himself of the slanders of his opponents his motive wasn't to condemn them for listening to such slanders, or put them down. Rather he was moved by his love for them (1 Cor 13:1-3) to clear their minds, so they could feel proud of being associated with him. It's hard on children to hear their parents slandered without having the information needed to refute the accusations. 

FOR I HAVE SAID BEFORE- 6:11-12. Cp 1:6; 3:2; 4:12; 12:15. THAT you have such a place IN OUR HEARTS- Plural as including his co-workers in the loving concern for them, 3:2-7; Cp 1 Th 2:17. Paul seems to use I when he stands with Christ in addressing them. We, when he stands with other Apostles and workers. 

TO/we would DIE OR LIVE WITH YOU- Paul is expressing his unlimited love and loyalty to them, as Ruth had to Naomi, Ruth 1:16-17, Ittai to David, 2 Sam 15:21, and Peter's pledge in Mk 14:31. Dying mentioned before living suggests the thought of being permanently united with each other in dying to self and being alive to God in which they fellowship in Christ, with shared Glory in the resurrection, 4:8-12; 16-18; Mk 8:34-36; Jn 12:24-26; Rom 6:8; 8:17; 2 Tim 2:11.

7:4 GREAT IS MY BOLDNESS OF SPEECH TOWARD/I have great confidence in YOU- Parrhesia- Freedom of speech, boldness. I have such confidence in you that I say frankly all that is in my heart. Confident also in his affectionate goodwill towards them whether it's expressed in rebuke as in the earlier letter, or in praise as to Titus in 7:14; 9:2. He has greater confidence in them and a good outcome since the news Titus has brought. Confidence that he has spoken and acted in fellowship with God gave him assurance that God's will would be done. 

I take great pride in YOU- Kauchesis- Boasting, taking pleasure in. If he was blunt in pointing out things that needed changing, he was equally blunt in praise of what was praiseworthy. He had boasted of them to Titus before sending him. He had parental pride in seeing them growing up in their response to God in the Gospel. He wanted them to be proud of him as well, 1:14; 5:12. It's wholesome when a child can cheerfully ignore or reject slanders against parents, or vice versa. 

I AM FILLED WITH COMFORT/greatly encouraged- Paraklesis- He feels confident about the future of the assembly at Corinth as a result of the news Titus brought. The discipline, repentance and restoration of the sinner, 2:3-11, was part of their positive response to 1 Cor. I AM EXCEEDINGLY JOYFUL/my joy knows no bounds IN ALL OUR TRIBULATION- In spite of the troubles mentioned in 1:4-9; 4:8-9, 17, and the mutual distress shared with the Corinthians. Sorrow drives us to the Lord for comfort, and that fellowship with Christ enables us to rejoice in the Lord/ share His joy, 8:1-3; Jn 15:11; 17:13; Phil 3:1; 4:4; 1 Pet 1:6. The troubles aren't all over but he is confident in the Lord, and in a measure, in them, 7:16. 

7:5 WHEN WE CAME INTO MACEDONIA- While this doesn't flow on smoothly from 7:4, neither does it from 2:13, (as some claim) where Paul had just said I, and now says We. Dictated letters tend to be jerky. This is a real letter, dictated by a real person, concerned with real situations, and shows the starts, stops, and mood changes one would expect from someone who cared deeply for those he was writing to, and reacted from his heart to the different situations as he passed from one to another. 

OUR FLESH/this body of ours- #5:16- Paul isn’t using “Flesh” as a technical word for his fallen-in-Adam, self, but as in 7:1 simply his frail humanity in which he suffered the thorn, 12:7, and felt the stress of loving concern for others, 2:13; 8:13. Body and soul suffer together here, and are glorified together in the Glory, Rom 8:17-23. HAD NO REST- Anesis- A letting loose, relaxation. Paul was tense, distracted, restless with worry about the situation in Corinth. This affected his relations with others and his ministry. TROUBLED ON/harassed at EVERY SIDE/turn- Thlibo- Under pressure. His concern for Corinth put him under distracting pressure in every situation he faced.

WITHOUT WERE FIGHTINGS/conflicts- Mache as in 2 Tim 2:23; Titus 3:9; Jas 4:1. Fighting against Pagan or Jewish ideas, or with Christians who held heretical views such as those who insisted Gentiles conform to Jewish Law he warned against in Phil 3:2-10. Worries affect our relationships, and a negative feeling about any area moves us to speak and act in ways likely to generate negative reactions. (A Teacher who comes to school worried soon finds himself in conflict with pupils.) 

WITHIN WERE FEARS- Inner anxiety. Paul accepted his sufferings, future uncertainty, etc generally with a confidence in the Lord that shames us, 1:8-11; 4:12-15; 5:8; 12:9-10; Acts 20:24; Phil 1:20-23; 4:11-13. But that didn't prevent him from normal human concern for the spiritual welfare of those he loved, 11:29; 1 Th 3:1-4, etc.

7:6-7 NEVERTHELESS, GOD who comforts- 2:3-4. THOSE THAT ARE CAST DOWN- Tapeinos- That which doesn't rise from the ground. Those humble, lowly, or feeling depressed and discouraged – the two often go together. God can give comfort directly, as he did to Paul in 12:7-10; Acts 18:9-10; 23:11, but usually uses our fellow-believers. While appreciating the part Titus played in this, Paul wisely looked to the Lord for help, and having received it through Titus thanked the Lord for providing it, Isa 49:13. Keeping our eyes on God makes us less likely to expect or demand too much from our fellow servants of God, 1:3-4. 

COMFORTED US BY THE COMING OF TITUS- Paul deals in God-given facts/ experiences, not in pious theorising. Cp 1 Th 3:6-9. NOT BY HIS COMING ONLY- His arriving safe and sound, and cheering Paul with his company and news. BUT BY THE comfort- #7:4 you had given him- Titus had been encouraged that they had welcomed him warmly. 

HE TOLD US about YOUR EARNEST DESIRE/longing for me- Their desire to restore a friendly, mutually supportive relationship. Paul had been longing for them, had been deeply concerned for their well-being. Now they were responding with loving concern for him. Praise the Lord! 

YOUR MOURNING/deep sorrow- The only other NT use 0f this word is Mt 2:18. Expressions of regret over what had happened. That they'd caused worry to Paul by their careless attitude in tolerating sin, etc that had occasioned his letter. Regret for clashing with him over it. Such mourning prepares the way for reconciliation. This list and the later one are hurried and wide ranging, the exact meanings are uncertain, so can be applied to different situations today. Obviously a change of attitude that affected all aspects of their relationship with Paul and the Gospel.

YOUR ardent concern for ME- Your zeal on my behalf - to support Paul and carry out his God-given instructions, and to defend him against his critics. This is an example of Paul. rejoicing in the Church, as a whole, in spite of dissident elements. Their first reaction to his letter and visit had been at best lukewarm, and they had given a warm welcome to his critics who aimed at taking over the church with their "Gospel." They had now warmed up in their attitude to Paul and the Gospel of Christ crucified, and were eager to put things right. Hopefully to take up the NEW Covenant, Live out the Righteousness that had been granted to them in Christ Crucified, 5:21, as a New Creation in Him, with life-changing enthusiasm. 

SO I REJOICED THE MORE/my joy was greater than ever- His present joy outweighed his previous sorrow and distressed concern. Their response had given him confidence that he had, under God, taken the right step in writing to them. And he had been reassured that they were putting behind them their lax attitudes towards sexual morality, disloyalty to the Gospel, etc. And their resentment at his making them face the unpalatable truth about the actions and beliefs of many of their members, and insisting that they live by the Gospel they had professed. 

7:8 THOUGH I MADE YOU SORRY by my LETTER I DO NOT regret it- He's glad they're willing to be friendly again, but faces the fact that they had been offended at his letter. He's already said writing it had distressed him. Love can't remain silent and watch loved ones ruining themselves without protest and warning. Love is distressed at distressing others, but if only they benefit from that distress there is no permanent regretting. Those like Eli, 1 Sam 2, who shrink from discipline and ignore a sinful course of action until it's too late, have permanent regrets. Sometimes God's servants need to upset people, but they should feel like a parent watching surgery on their child. Indifference to hurt given by those who pride themselves in their candour or uprightness is dangerous and a sin against Love, 1 Cor 13:1-5. 

THOUGH I DID regret it FOR I see THAT my letter MADE YOU SORRY/hurt you THOUGH IT WERE only FOR A little while- Though this regret is now past because of the positive response they were making, Paul makes it clear that he took no pleasure in "putting them to rights." That God moved him to write it, doesn't prevent the human writer feeling sad at being the agent of sorrow. This is obvious in writers like Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

   They knew they must give God's message, but for them to be pleased with the message and their role would be less than human. In carrying out God's work, His servants mustn't be indifferent to the grief that this may cause in the short term - perhaps until we meet in Glory. The Surgeon need not enjoy his work in that sense. 

7:9 Yet NOW I REJOICE/am happy- #6:10. As things turned out, as reported by Titus. Joy in restoration of fellowship. Joy in seeing a sinner repent and be restored, 2:7; Lk 15. NOT THAT/because YOU WERE MADE SORRY- #6:10. Paul is careful to guard against seeming to be uncaring, 2:3-4. He was always distressed, and sympathetically concerned at the sufferings of converts, 1:24; 1 Th 2:19-20. 

BUT because your sorrow led TO REPENTANCE- Metanoia- A change of mind. To reverse a decision after further thinking. In the NT it is always a turning to God, and His will, from sin, as with the Prodigal Son, etc. Their first reaction included self-justification and resentment against Paul. But their sadness made them change their mind and ways. Paul usually stresses God's side in Salvation, rather than human repentance, as God's action is the most important. But that man must repent in order to be blessed is mentioned here, and in 12:21; Rom 2:4; 2 Tim 2:25.

FOR YOU WERE MADE SORRY/became sorrowful as God intended- According to God, as in 7:10-11. The reaction in sorrow that God intends and likes to see is one that leads to conforming to His will as this allows Him to forgive and bless the repentant. Ezek 33:10-11.

And so were not harmed BY US IN any way- Zemioo- Suffer loss, as in 1 Cor 3:15. The letter could have remained as a source of bitterness, and driven them further from Paul and the Gospel, if they'd obeyed Satan. This would have meant their losing Paul's help, accepting Paul's critics and their "Gospel," and they would have suffered loss at Christ's Judgment Seat, 5:10, 1 Cor 3:10-15. But they took their distress to God, and responded as He wished them to. Their pride and resentment had been broken down in repentance, and the fellowship vital to sound spiritual growth had been restored. 

7:10 FOR GODLY SORROW WORKETH/brings REPENTANCE- #7:9- A statement of the general principle obvious in their case. The conviction that he has sinned prompts a Believer to stand with God in condemning himself for his action. In fellowship with God he turns from it to take up the path that is God's will for him. If we turn to God in every hurt and disappointment - our fault or not - God will make it work out His purposes and will. God sees sin as SIN, in all its ugliness and the misery it causes. People tend to see sin merely in terms of any uncomfortable or unfortunate results it may bring. The chastening effect of that discomfort is the path God uses to make it a blessing. To say "I'm no saint" as an excuse for sub-Christian behaviour, insults God by in effect boasting of not being what God has designed for us and has made provision for.

that leads TO SALVATION- #6:2 Is part of the salvation process, from conversion through each step towards the full experience of salvation, Rom 13:11. Repentance doesn't EARN Salvation, but it shows the work of God in the individual, and clears the way for Him to receive Salvation by faith, as God's gift. Then as the newborn child of God sets out to live by faith- live in trustful obedience to God - he will make many blunders, but repenting of these as the Holy Spirit prompts him enables him to experience fellowship with God to an increasing degree so that he doesn't receive God's grace in vain, 6:1. They had tolerated sin, but now recognised it was sin, and acknowledged that it was to be forgiven, cleansed, and forsaken. Although it involves sorrow, Godly repentance changes our attitude towards God, and our behaviour, and so restores us to enjoyment of fellowship with God. 

NOT TO BE REPENTED OF/leaves no regret- Ametameletos- A- Not. Meta- After. Melo- To care for. Emotional repentance, rather than Metanoeo- Changed thinking. Neither the repentance itself, nor the salvation that it leads to, is regretted. Repentance involves KNOWING- recognising sin. FEELING sorrow and distress for it, and in our will TURNING from sin. But only by turning to God does repentance become saving. Sorrow for pain inflicted on ourselves or others may stop at self-despising, and melancholy, and so miss out on God's blessing.

BUT worldly sorrow- Based on human feelings, motives, and purposes. WORKETH/ brings DEATH- Spiritual death in contrast to spiritual, eternal life which is salvation, 2:16. Sin results in sorrow for everyone in this world, but for the godless the sorrow is not life-giving. Without a turning to God it brings only death, Rom 6:15-23; 7:5. Esau sorrowed without repenting, he merely protested that it wasn't Fair! Gen 27:34-38; Heb 12:16-17. Saul's remorse couldn't be trusted, 1 Sam 26:21. That of Judas didn't turn him to God, Mt 27:3-5. The repentance of David, Ps 51:1-19, and Peter, Mt 26:75, was a turning to God. 

      If Paul's letter had been a Pharisaic condemnation of their actions, applying the letter of the Old written law Covenant, it would have provoked them to further rebellion, resentment, and frustration, Rom 7:7-13. Or the equally death-producing self-righteousness such as Pharisees boasted. But he had addressed them in terms of the New Covenant, of the Spirit, under which the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, Rom 6:23. 

   If they had stopped at resentment, they would have turned from Paul to his critics who made them feel clever and important, and lost much in doing so. The self-righteous, self-pitying, sorrow of the world gnashes its teeth against God, even in hell, Mt 13:42, 50; 25:30. Worldly sorrow makes a man hate himself, or hate his failure to get away with sin, rather than hate sin. And he resents the Lord or other people drawing his attention to the fact that it IS sin, and the fact that others do better - see Cain. 

7:11 FOR BEHOLD/See what this Godly sorrow has produced- Paul rejoices in the triumph of the grace of God in their lives, in which he had distressed himself to play a painful part. To rectify things without heart repentance towards God may lead to repeating them in a different form. But professed repentance without rectifying one's ways is empty hypocrisy. Paul lists aspects of their changed attitude, in a less than precise kind of happy abandon.

WHAT earnestness IT has produced- They had lost their indifference and their shallow Greek sophistication, and were earnestly willing to change. They were now taking seriously the matter of living as God's holy people. These changed attitudes towards Paul, and what he had written, reflect changed attitudes towards God and the Gospel.

Eagerness to clear yourselves- Apologia- Usually a reasoned statement of defence against accusation. A response to a "Please explain" request. Paul's first letter had challenged them to give an account of themselves, and it required them to take sides either with the careless sinners, or with Paul, God and the Gospel, against sin. Their failure to stand against evil in the Assembly had made it seem they were happy to be associated with it. They had defended themselves against this charge by disciplining one sinner, 2:6, and were presumably distancing themselves from the other sins and sinners rebuked in 1 Corinthians. Eagerness to clear themselves by blaming others would be typically human, but it's a whole lot better than ignoring sin. They were taking action to clear themselves of association with the sin, and putting things right between themselves and God.

INDIGNATION- They were now angry against those who had taken the lead in denying the Gospel doctrines, e.g. resurrection, 1 Cor 15, or sinning in practical ways. Hopefully they were also angry at their own tolerance or sympathy with the ideas and actions that had attracted Paul's rebuke in 1 Cor. And angry against the leaders who had slandered Paul and discredited his Gospel. Again it meant taking sides against things they had been at least willing to turn a blind eye to.

WHAT FEAR/alarm- Or reverence. They had slandered and resented God's Ambassador, 5:20. Now they showed concern at their disrespect for God's revealed will, and of possible punishments. Fear of sinking further into sin and rebellion. Fear of Paul coming with a ROD/whip, 1 Cor 4:21. Also fear and respect for the Gospel perhaps. They had received Titus with respect, 7:15. Hopefully fear of God, 5:11, 7:1, became the major element in this.

WHAT longing- As in 7:7. Longing to see Paul again and to put things right so his next visit would be a mutual joy. Longing to be what God wanted them to be, and to be seen and approved by Paul His servant. ZEAL/concern- 7:7. For putting things right so as to be to the Glory of God.

WHAT REVENGE/readiness to see justice done- Ekdikesis- To do justice, punish wrongdoing, put things to rights. So that their people and Church were what God intended, 1:1, and functioned according to His will - even if against the protests of offenders.

IN ALL THINGS/at every point you HAVE APPROVED/proved yourselves- Sunistao CLEAR IN THIS MATTER- Pragma- Something that has been done. Often a legal case, as in 1 Cor 6:1. Not necessarily that they were never to blame, but that they had now acted as they should have in the first place, and were no longer in a blameworthy state. Sunistao in this letter often means to commend, 3:1; 4:2; 5:12; 6:4; 10:12, 18; 12:11. But it can also mean to prove, Rom 3:5; 5:8; Gal 2:18. The two meanings blend into each other. Their actions and explanations commending themselves to Titus were proof enough that they were now clear of the sins condemned in the previous letter. And probably at heart had been more right with God and the Gospel than had appeared. 

   Their repentance was needed less for the sins the Assembly as a whole had committed as for their negligence in letting pass unrebuked the wide variety of serious sins committed by individuals and groups within the assembly. The scandal of the man living with his stepmother was the most outstanding, but the quarrelling over leaders, attendance at Idol temple feasts, sexual immorality, etc through to denial of the Resurrection, were sins and it's doubtful if more than a minority were totally innocent in regard to them. Paul isn't claiming they were innocent, he is saying that having repented, and put things right, they were no longer under condemnation from God, or from Paul as His representative. Paul makes a general statement putting the past behind them, as having been dealt with adequately. This is recorded as an example of how we should put behind us whatever sinful problems have required discipline, have been dealt with, and should be forgotten. 

7:12 I WROTE to YOU.. not on account of the one who did WRONG- #7:2. As with I will have mercy, not sacrifice, Hos 6:6; Mt 9:13, which doesn't forbid sacrifice, but says it's more important to show mercy. Wrongdoers do need to be checked and corrected, wrongs do need to be righted, but the health and growth of the church as a whole, as a result of any disciplinary action, is far more important. It's not that the First letter misrepresented their situation. Wrong had been done, they had repented, and their disciplining of the offender 2:4-11, and putting right other things, meant that the past was past - covered by the Grace and cleansing blood of Christ crucified, 1 Jn 1:5-9. 

NOR FOR the injured party- Perhaps the father of the man living with his stepmother, or the man taken to court by his fellow-believer, 1 Cor 5:1; 1 Cor 6:1. Moderns tend to see the wrongdoer as a leader against Paul during the painful visit, but Paul was against making an issue of personal wrongs, 1 Cor 4:12-13; 6:7.

BUT rather THAT OUR CARE FOR YOU/how devoted to us you were- So that your earnestness on our behalf, or our earnestness on your behalf. We don't have to choose one translation against the other - both parties were involved as in Greek it reads "The earnestness of you on behalf of us, toward you." It was the damage being done to the Church as a whole that moved Paul to write as he had done. And it is the benefit to the church as a whole that Paul now rejoices in. The First Epistle challenged them "Is this the sort of thing you see as appropriate to God's people, saved at the cost of Calvary, and on their way to Glory?” It shocked them into taking sides with God and the Gospel, into a definite stand against the evils among them. Better still they were establishing the HABIT of taking responsibility for their collective behaviour as a church of God, and he rejoiced that God had used the letter to His Glory and their blessing. 

IN THE SIGHT OF/before GOD- Enopion- En- In. Ops- The eye. So in God's presence, under His eye. MIGHT APPEAR UNTO YOU/you could see for yourselves- #5:10. The positive result of Paul's letter, was that they had sorted themselves out before God and now realised how committed they were to the Gospel and to Paul. They also realised how committed Paul had always been to them and to their welfare and that in writing he had stood in God's presence to confront them with God's view of what was going on in the Church of which they had been too easily proud. 

   They had been shocked into taking a stand with God, and Paul, as set out in that letter, as they realised that he had a good reason for saying what he had said. They had publicly disciplined one offender, 2:5-8; 1 Cor 5:3-11, and apparently taken appropriate action on other matters so that Paul could say they had now cleared themselves in regard to them. The Gospel that reconciled men to God, 5:12-21 had moved Paul to speak with open-hearted frankness, and they had responded and were now reconciled to God and Paul over these matters, 7:1-4.

7:13 THEREFORE WE WERE COMFORTED/encouraged- As in 1:3-4; 7:6-7. Perfect tense - Have been and still are. If they had rejected Titus, and Paul, they would have been completely at the mercy of those who wished to take over the church and move them away from the Gospel New Covenant, and put them under the Law, or into shameless laxity. Paul is emphasizing what a comfort and encouragement it is to him and to Titus to know that they had dealt with the matters raised in the first epistle, and these could be put behind him and them. It also gave him good grounds for expecting they would also see the need to come out strongly against the False Apostles with their different Gospel who he would expose in the last section of the epistle.

In addition to our own encouragement- #7:4. In addition to the encouragement his news brought us. Paul heaps up words of appreciation effectively in the Greek, much less so in any English translation. His letters and prayers had, under God, achieved what he had aimed at. 

We were especially delighted to see THE JOY- The sense of fulfilment and of worth-whileness experienced through having brought something into being - A mother's joy in her baby, an inventor in his invention, artist in his picture, founder of a useful business, etc - so was Paul's joy in his converts, and with even better reason. OF TITUS- Their repentance and re-avowal of loyalty to Paul and to the Gospel had been a joy to Titus, and this was a further joy to Paul. They of course already knew the reception they had given to Titus and their current commitment to Paul and the Gospel, but as this was to be part of Scripture we needed to have this spelled out. And it would have been helpful to the Corinthians to hear how Titus had spoken of them to Paul, and how Paul had reacted to that.

BECAUSE HIS SPIRIT has been REFRESHED- Anapauo- Rested refreshed - His mind was set at rest and his  worries removed. To tackle a difficult task for God, and find that God works, and makes our efforts successful is a very real rest and refreshment and joy to our spirit that strengthens us for the further challenges ahead. Cp 1 Cor 16:18 - Paul had been refreshed by the arrival of Stephanas etc. BY All- He had found that response of the Church as a whole encouraging and helpful. 

7:14 FOR IF I had BOASTED ANYTHING TO HIM about YOU- #5:12 Whatever good things I had said about you. Paul was well aware of their faults, and limitations, but he also found much to rejoice in and be hopeful about in their response to the Gospel. In loving concern for them he had sent Titus in faith, and hope of a good response. As God's servants must, Paul preached the truth of the Gospel trusting God to keep His promise to transform those who respond and profess to receive Christ. This involves faith that professed converts are genuine, and will become something good for God. We may be fooled by empty professions, or by shallow beliefs, but that's better than to shrivel up God's work in people's lives, and the joy new converts are finding in their Saviour, by treating them with suspicion rather than with a joyful confidence in God, and in their good intentions. 

   If we have made harsh remarks about them that makes helpful shepherding of them so much the more difficult to give or take. When we ourselves are criticised or slandered, we should say what good things we can about the critic or slanderer, 1 Cor 4:12. As School Principal I had watched a difficult class wear out the hope and patience of teacher after teacher. Until in Form II they became a young teacher's first class. It was a pleasant surprise to see that through his delight in being their teacher, they became the good class he regarded them as!

You have not embarrassed me- You didn't let me down. Cp 1 Cor 11:4, 5, 22. Didn't make Paul look like a liar, or a poor judge of people, easily fooled - as it would have seemed if his work with them in the Gospel had been overthrown by their rejection of him and his Gospel. Our love for God, and from God, Rom 5:5, for His people, strengthens in them the expectation that they will do God's will. BUT just as everything we said TO YOU was true- #6:7. Paul had always spoken the Gospel truth to them. OUR BOASTING about you- #7:4.  Love hopes and believes all things 1 Cor 13:1-6. Paul's expression of confident pleasure in the Corinthian Believers, and optimism about the outcome of the present situation. to TITUS IS proved to be true- What he had said in praise of them had proved true. A serious misjudgment of their spiritual state would have cast doubt on the truth of what Paul had preached. The accuracy and sincerity of his judgments on people reflects his accuracy and sincerity in preaching God's word. Preachers have to be careful what they say on any subject, or about any person, as if they are caught out saying what isn't true their own loss of credibility leads to a loss of credibility for their message.

7:15 HIS AFFECTION- #6:12. for you is all the greater- Coming to them with love in his heart he found them lovable people to work with, and a warm fellowship with them in the things of God was growing. when HE remembers that YOU were ALL obedient- Hupakoe- Attentive hearing, with a view to obeying. Accepting the responsibility and challenge to be and do what one is being told. Titus had found that the Corinthians as a whole were ready to obey the instructions Paul had given them by letter. Obedience is Paul's favourite word for describing a right response to the Gospel revelation of God's will. Without it anyone, or any church, is adrift and at risk, Heb 2:1. They had passed the test by their obedience in punishing the offender, 2:6.

HOW WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING YOU RECEIVED HIM- #6:1. Not a panic, but a concern to do well all that is required of them, as a young person feels when a generous grant has enabled them to further their education, set up in business, etc. A due sense of the overwhelming Person and Glory of God, His Grace shown to them and that this required them to live in thankful earnestness as in 1 Cor 2:3; Eph 6:5; Phil 2:12. A desire to be right with God by obeying Paul's God-given teaching, in contrast to their earlier careless attitude – which had been influenced by Greek philosophy, love of independence, factional quarrelling and flamboyant debate. And influenced by the angry resentment of their first response to Paul's letter and to Paul himself on his visit to them. God had worked in their hearts and by the time Titus had come they were beginning to be sorry for the way they had treated Paul, and afraid of the consequences. God's word is ministered most effectively when the audience have a sense that the preacher stands with his hearers in God's presence with the intention of understanding and doing what God has written as Paul did, Acts 26:19. Their attitude encouraged Paul to send Titus, to help complete the collection.

7:16 I REJOICE/am glad- #6:10. THEREFORE- This sums up 7:4-15. Here as in Phil 2:12-16; 1 Th 4:8-12: Phm 7, 20-21, Paul praises the past as a preparation for a further appeal to them - re the collection, 8-9, and the intruding teachers, 10-13. 

THAT I can HAVE complete CONFIDENCE- #5:6 IN YOU- I can be confident you will do God's will, as in 5:6, 8; 7:4; 10:1-2. Paul's lovingly voiced appreciation shouldn't be read as meaning he was certain that nothing would ever go wrong with them again. He was realistic. He had written in great distress as he saw them slipping into indifference to, and refusal to submit to, the Gospel of Christ crucified. Now he's touched by their return to fellowship with him, and is confident they again see the Gospel as he sees it, and will obey it with him. He is encouraged in his hopes, faith, and prayers for them, 5:6; 10:1-2. It gave him growing confidence that God was working in them, and they were willing to make progress in Christian living by trusting obedience to the Gospel, and willing to take loving correction. This expression of confidence makes a good lead in to the next subject. 

CHAPTER 8

8:1- 9-15   Christian Giving - Collection for Jerusalem.

(Why were they so poor? See Appendix II.)

8:1 WE want you to know about THE GRACE- #6:1. The different meanings of Charis are seen in 6:1; 8:1, 4, 6, 7, 9, 16, 19; 9:8, 14, 15. GOD has given THE CHURCHES OF MACEDONIA- Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea are the Macedonian churches mentioned in Acts 16-17. Paul doesn't refer to their generous gift as an achievement that makes them superior people. God's Grace in providing Salvation, 5:21, is the background to the grace shown in Christian giving which Paul talks about as Grace, a service, fellowship, blessing, etc. There is a fellowship with God aspect as well as a fellowship among God's people aspect, as their generosity and willingness to give help is a reflection of the grace and generosity God has shown them, and their appreciation of it, 8:9; Mt 5:43-46; Rom 5:6-8; 8:31-32; 15:7; Eph 4:32; 5:1-2; Phil 2:1-11; Col 3:12-17; 1 Jn 4:7-12. Grace from God had saved them and was transforming them, making them like His Son, 3:18; Rom 8:29. So their generous giving was an expression of God's grace, and to His glory - a grace and glory in which they were privileged to share. Paul's self-sacrificing nature was uncomfortable with fund raising, and his writing style is now more formal. Money is a delicate matter to deal with so we can be thankful that Paul has given us two chapters that can help to guide us. He doesn't talk about it in business terms, or in a business-like way - How to get maximum returns for our efforts. That Christian giving must always be viewed in terms of grace, service, fellowship, etc is the first lesson. 

8:2 THAT IN A GREAT TRIAL OF AFFLICTION/Out of the most severe trial- #6:4- Persecution in Macedonia is mentioned in Acts 16:22-24; 17:5-9, 13; Phil 1:27-30; 1 Th 1:6; 2:1-2, 14-16; 3:1-5; 2 Th 1:4-10. Such afflictions are a test of the reality of God having done a work in them. A profession of faith in Christ may not seem very real to anyone, including the convert, until it's tested in some substantial way, Rom 5:3-6; Jas 1:2-8.

THE ABUNDANCE/overflowing OF THEIR JOY- #7:4. In spite of severe persecution they were very happy to be Christians. Grace enables us to triumph over trials, as our Lord shares His joy with us, Jn 15:10-19; 16:33; 1 Th 1:6; Heb 10:34; 1 Pet 1:3-9. THEIR DEEP/extreme POVERTY- There are no warnings about riches in the Philippian and Thessalonian epistles, or teaching about the duties of the rich. Often it's the poor who help the poor because they know what poverty is. Jews at their feast of Purim expected even the poor to find someone poorer than themselves, and give them something. Poverty seemed to energise the early Methodists, and in Scotland, those who broke away to form the "Free Church," at considerable cost to themselves. 

ABOUNDED UNTO THE RICHES OF THEIR LIBERALITY/welled up in rich generosity- Haplotes- Simplicity, sincerity, single-minded ungrudging liberality. From Haplous- single, simple, in contrast to Diplous- double etc. No multiple motives. An open-hearted acceptance of the need of others and the responsibility to do something about it, with no strings attached or publicity. Giving simply as a GIFT, not looking for praise, reward, power over the recipient, etc. See 1:12; 9:11, 13; 11:3; Rom 12:8, 9; Col 3:22. Persecution gave them a fellow-feeling with the Christians at Jerusalem, 1 Th 2:14. Paul thanks them for their generosity to him, Phil 4:10-20. And their brotherly love is praised, 1 Th 4:9. Christ valued giving by the sacrifice involved, rather than its quantity, Mk 12:41-44 .

8:3-4 FOR as much as they were able- Kata Dunamis- used in marriage contracts at the time for the husband promising to provide his wife with food and clothing "according to his means." even BEYOND THEIR ability- Their generosity went far beyond what could have been reasonably expected. Not merely sharing what they had to spare. They would themselves have to go short for having been so generous.

THEY WERE WILLING entirely on their own they pleaded with us- It wasn't us begging them to give, but them begging us to take. When they heard of the need and the proposed gift they didn't wait to be asked, they volunteered to help, and offered amounts that Paul knowing their own needs, was reluctant to accept, but they over-ruled him. Cp Giving for the tabernacle, Ex 35:21-29; 36:5-6. for the privilege of sharing/THE GIFT- Charis- Grace, or gift. #6:1. Their grace to the Jerusalem poor, as an expression of God's Grace in their own hearts. 

in this service- #5:18 Fellowship/ service, See 9:12-13; Rom 15:25-31; 1 Cor 16;1-2. The Gift was seen as Christian Ministry, Phil 4:14-20. Charis, Koinonia, and Diakonia overlap, showing different elements involved in such giving. The sharing of material goods was also a sharing in the reality of fellowship with God in Christ. 

8:5 THIS THEY DID, NOT AS we expected- Elpizo- Hope. They did more than we would have expected. BUT gave themselves first TO THE LORD- Put themselves at the disposal of the Lord, Mt 6:33. Renounced their right to please themselves, 5:14-15; Mk 8:34-35; 1 Cor 6:19-20. As God had saved them in Grace and made them His own, they counted themselves as belonging completely to the Lord and their possessions as being available to Him for His work. They viewed the giving as fellowshipping with God in his purposes of grace, and under the new Covenant this is shown by fellowship with His people. The secular is now to be used as sacred, and the sacred commits us to serve God in the secular. Cp Heb 13:16; Jas 1:27; 2:14-17; 1 Jn 3:16-17. Self-giving is the basis of sacrificial giving.

AND then to US in keeping with THE WILL OF GOD- In giving themselves to the Lord they placed themselves at the disposal of His servants and His work - asked us for advice and direction as to how they should use what they had to the Glory of God. Paul was their slave, not their Lord, 1:24, etc. Yet God had given him authority over them to build them up, 10:8; 13:10, and he could offer himself as an example to them, 1 Cor 4:6; 11:1. But the Corinthians set the limits of the good he could be to them by their willingness to give themselves to him for instruction and to share with him in the proclaiming the Gospel, 10:15-16. 

8:6-7 WE urged TITUS.. bring to completion this act of GRACE- Charis, Grace, gift. on your part- Christian giving is the logical outworking of the grace of God in the lives of converts. The response in Macedonia, and the fact that this generous gift would be brought through Corinth on the way to Jerusalem, meant the Corinthian Christians must get their good intentions into action to avoid humiliation, 9:1-5. As Titus had begun to work with them in this it made sense for him to help them finish. At Corinth the collection for the Jerusalem poor may have lapsed because of the dispute with Paul, or the Pharisaic Christians demanding Law-keeping first as Gentile money was unclean. Paul praises them for the eagerness they had shown, urges completion and makes it easier for them by arranging for Titus to visit them. All factions could work with him as neutral ground without having to submit to the leadership of a rival faction. If they have been setting aside their weekly contributions, 1 Cor 16:2, this would be no problem.

As you excel IN EVERYTHING- Or are rich in all you have, 1 Cor 1:5. IN FAITH- #5:7. speech- #5:19- See 1 Cor 1:5. KNOWLEDGE- #6:6. These are spiritual gifts listed in 1 Cor 12:8-9. Cp Rom 12:3-8. Corinth seemed to pride itself in being in every way well equipped by God. They may have been startled to be reminded that giving money was a God-given Charis- Grace, gift, along with knowledge, faith, prophecy, etc. People asking God eagerly to give them the “spiritual gift” of willingness to give money and share possessions doesn’t seem to be common. IN ALL DILIGENCE/complete earnestness- #7:11. They had said they were eager to help. Maybe Paul was a little tongue-in-the-cheek in taking them at their own valuation, but by doing so he made it easier for them to get working. When children talk big, a wise and loving parent uses that as an incentive for them to act better. 

AND IN YOUR LOVE FOR US [RT]/our love for you [Nes]. Paul's love brought them the Gospel, or the love that they now again professed towards Paul, who in love for them was urging them to give. They would show their love for Paul by accepting his advice and giving. Love for God and man had re-united them to Paul and the Gospel, Rom 5:5. SEE THAT you ABOUND/excel IN THIS GRACE- Charis #6:1 of giving ALSO- Be just as whole-hearted in your enthusiasm for this gift as you are for the other gifts. 

8:8 NOT commanding you- Paul respects the independence / direct dependence on God, of each church fellowship, 1:24. As an Apostle he commanded them in matters of doctrine, and in practical matters of Christian life, worship, and witness where God had made His will clear to him. But the outworking of Grace can't be commanded. He refuses to put pressure on them, because such matters are a heart's response of love to the Lord, in response to His love welcomed and appreciated. 

BUT BY comparing.. with THE earnestness OF OTHERS- The generosity of the Macedonians provided a useful standard by which the grace of giving could be measured. I want TO PROVE/test- Dokimazo- To test, prove and approve. To test with a view to approving. So to give you the chance to prove you mean what you say. THE SINCERITY- Gnesios- Lawfully begotten, so true, genuine. OF YOUR LOVE- #5:14- The reality of love is shown by what it moves people to do. Cp Solomon's test which showed the true mother, 1 Ki 3:25-27. As Paul tactfully reminds them the collection IS a test of the reality of their faith and love. The Grace shown by the Macedonians in their giving demonstrated the reality of God's grace experienced in their lives - it showed that they were true-born members of God's family with a care for its other members. Love isn't content to limit itself to TALK, Lk 19:6-9; 1 Jn 3:16-18. 

8:9 FOR YE KNOW- #5:15. Know by personal experience THE GRACE- #6:1. Paul introduces THE standard of Christ, and His actions as the Provider of Salvation, and the Pattern of the life that it provides. This is the GRACE we must not let be wasted on us, 6:1. The Grace shown by the Macedonians IS a challenge to them, but this is THE challenge to them and us all. Paul speaks of it casually, as something basic which all that first generation of Christians knew to be true, believed, and were expected to act on. Although the Gospels were not yet in circulation, the facts were well known, Lk 1:2. Paul having the truth revealed to him directly by the risen Lord, was equipped as a witness independent of the 12 Apostles, but his testimony given in general statements such as this, agrees with the details they give. Grace is expressed in practical ways, including non-competitive mutually encouraging fellowship, Phil 2:1-16.

OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST- Using the full title adds solemnity and definiteness to the statement. The mention of love, 8:7, may have prompted Paul to remind them of God's action that has provided THE definition of Agape- Love. Christian Love must express itself in loving actions because of the 5:21; Jn 3:16, love which saves us. All Christians know the grace, the self-giving generosity that provided salvation for us. That grace IN us moves us to act in grace to others as part of the salvation grace has given us, Rom 6:23. The pattern for Christian giving is Christ's Grace, not the Charity of those who give their table scraps, Lk 16:21. 

WHO/that THOUGH HE WAS RICH- Present participle, Who BEING rich, in His eternal Glory, Jn 1:1-3. This isn't something to speculate, or argue about, but to be believed, and wondered at as we worship. The riches of our Lord’s eternal glory in which He lived before His entry into human history at Bethlehem. 

YET FOR YOUR SAKES HE BECAME POOR- He gave up the spiritual wealth of Heaven with its riches beyond our understanding, to be born at Bethlehem, live as a man sinlessly, and die on the Cross bearing our sins in his body, being made sin for us, 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24. Cp Phil 2:5-11; Jn 1:1-8; 10:30; 17:5; Col 1:12-23; Heb 1:1-3. God the Son became God with us - Immanuel. The Eternal Word in human form manifesting the Glory of God, Jn 1:14. He gave up the visible attributes and exercise of Deity, to take up the limitations of humanity. He spoke the words of the Living God. The miracles He worked displayed the Power, Wisdom, and Love of God. But they were done not in His own inherent power, but as Godly man in moment-by-moment-obedient fellowship with His Father, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. He lived as the promised Servant-Slave of God, with, at times, less assurance of bodily comfort and enjoyed riches than a fox or bird, Mt 8:20. If He had been seen with anything of his Non-human Image-of-God glory, no human would have dared to approach Him, or been able to function in His presence. 

So THAT THROUGH HIS POVERTY- As man, servant of God, friend of sinners, atoning sacrifice. The gift celebrating his birth was for those unable to afford a Lamb, Lev 12:8/Lk 2:24. As a working class man, Mk 6:3, he was poor, but not with the abject poverty of a beggar. He gave this up for the life of a travelling preacher, dependent on the hospitality and donations of supporters, Mt 10:9-13; Mk 15:41; Lk 8:3. The common purse held by Judas was sufficiently supplied for giving to the poor to be a common habit, Jn 12:3-6; 13:27-29. And as He knew from the beginning, Mt 16:21, he took up the ultimate poverty of 5:21. 

MIGHT BE/become RICH- Cp Rom 15:3. Rich in Christ, in the righteousness of God, 5:21, in being a new creation, 5:17. Your and you are emphatic in the Greek. The Lord's grace had you personally in mind - you've not just benefitted from an impersonal hand-out granted to a certain category of people. It's a person to person thing, a reconciliation, etc 5:20-21. And their giving is also to be a personal concern for persons. Who Christ IS, and what He has DONE, and why, determine the nature of the salvation He has provided, and the nature of the Life we are to live in it. Paul often states profound truths while writing practical instructions and explanations, Cp Rom 12:1-21; 14:1-15:7; Phil 2:1-15; 4:1-20. Something of the blessings that are ours, and the life we should live are set out in 5:5; 5:15-7:1; Rom 3:22-26; 8:1-39; 1 Cor 6:19-20; 15:3, 58; Gal 3:13-14; Eph 1:3-14; Phil 3:20-21; 1 Jn 3:1-3; 1 Pet 1:3-23. 2 Pet 1:1-11, etc. We're to live and act as those rich/ enriched in Christ by His Grace-giving, and to show something of these riches to the unsaved around - a contentment with life, enjoyment in it, and a willingness to share whatever good we have. As we live in similar earthen vessels to all humanity, it will be obvious to others that we have seen the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, 4:6. Cp Eph 5:2.

8:10-11 MY ADVICE about what is best in this matter- It's often wiser to encourage action than to command action to the inactive. Paul doesn't command where that isn't necessary or appropriate. It isn't a doctrinal or moral issue. He doesn't need to command as Christ's example speaks to them as does the benefit they have from His action, 5:14. To receive is to be a potential giver. All really Christian Giving is a response to God's Gospel good news, Rom 13:10; 1 Cor 4:7.

the first to ACT/give...to desire to- See 9:2. Why mention act, before desire to act? Paul may be emphasising that their action wasn't just doing what he had suggested. They had started the collection because they wanted to. The Greek is clumsy but a hinted compliment - I know you're the kind of people who were keen on the idea of giving. 

NOW THEREFORE finish the work so your willing eagerness.. may be matched by your completion of it according to your means- You planned it eagerly, use your enthusiasm to get the fund-raising completed. Be realistic. Give according to your resources, rather than continue making big plans. Cp Ecc 5:1-5. The equivalent English words for Greek are rather wooden and unclear. Paul is saying three things 1. Finish the project, whatever the reasons for the delay. 2. Show the same eagerness to finish it that you showed to start it. 3. Give as much as you are able to give. Enthusiasm and fickleness were common among Greeks. Half-done work uses up energy, frays tempers, breeds insincerity and formality – with people going through the motions, repeating promises, maintaining the illusion of good intentions, when in fact they've lost interest. Cp Put hand to plow - looking back, Lk 9:62.

8:12 FOR IF THERE BE FIRST A WILLING MIND/the willingness is there- If someone really wants to please God. the gift IS ACCEPTED/acceptable ACCORDING TO what one has- We're to give as God enables us, 1 Cor 16:2, and its value is our willingness to have fellowship with Him in that. Cp Widow's mite, Mk 12:41-44. We tend to think small gifts, or the exercise of a limited gift in witnessing, etc is of small value, but God views it in terms of the heart's attitude, 8:12. The Gift, Giver, and the Giving are acceptable to God as a sacrifice under the New Covenant, Phil 4:18; 1 Pet 2:5. In the OT only PERFECT sacrifices could be accepted - the best in the flock might be imperfect. But we'd better ask ourselves from time to time whether our low estimate of what we're capable of doing and giving is placing heavy burdens on others whose heart's concern moves them to give and do beyond their means, 8:3.

8:13-14 Our desire is NOT THAT OTHER MEN BE EASED/relieved- #7:5. while you are hard pressed- #6:4. That some have more wealth and some less suggests this further point. It's not a question of relieving the needs of others and ending up with less wealth than those you gave to.

BUT that there might be EQUALITY- Isotes- Fair shares. It's the Lord's will that wherever there is unusual need, some other believers will be able and willing to meet that need. (This applied also to their local Assembly - they had been despising their own poor, 1 Cor 11:21.) Some of the surplus from those who had more than they needed, being used voluntarily to remove the harsh inequality that left the poor near starvation, cold, lonely etc. Selfishness isn't always the way to riches in this world, and it is counter-productive in God's things. 

THAT AT THIS/the present TIME- #6:2. When you happen to have a surplus. YOUR ABUNDANCE/plenty will SUPPLY what they need so THAT in turn THEIR ABUNDANCE/plenty MAY SUPPLY what you need. then there will BE AN EQUALITY- Establishing the habit of giving to relieve serious poverty among Christians will have mutual benefits. It won't always be you giving money, the time may come when you're receiving it. To share wealth as needed is a natural response among those newly saved, Acts 2:44-47, and among those who realise how greatly God has blessed them in bringing them into His family. Paul isn't suggesting the rich support the poor in idleness, see 2 Th 3:6-15. 

8:15 AS IT IS WRITTEN HE THAT GATHERED MUCH HAD NOTHING OVER/did not have too much AND HE THAT HAD GATHERED LITTLE did not have too little- The Manna was equally, freely available to all, and they were to gather as much as they and their family wished to eat. Each family would have able-bodied members, and would function as a unit, caring for its own disabled by sharing. All of them were being taught to obey and trust God for each day as it came, Ex 16:4. While the collection for the poor wasn't an exact parallel it illustrates the point that God provides enough for all, and it's His will that everyone should have enough to meet their needs a day at a time. Where God's people are willing to share, all will have enough. But God saw fit to use the individual's hunger as his motivation for manna gathering. Some have tried to make the brief Ex 16:16-18 statement fit more neatly by suggesting God miraculously equalised the amount each had gathered. Or that as good socialists the Israelites pooled it all and then measured out an omer to each – but imagine the queues, and the frustration of watching the sun melt the manna away as they waited. Either way the incompetent and lazy getting as much as the energetic and hungry is less like God's normal actions than His providing enough for all, and leaving it up to each to gather according to his appetite and need. Luxurious living, gluttony etc is self-destructive sin. But enforced uniformity of belief, possessions etc is never God's goal. Generosity is to be individual and voluntary.

8:16-17 BUT THANKS BE TO/I thank GOD.. PUT THE SAME EARNEST concern I have- #8:3. INTO THE HEART OF TITUS FOR YOU- Zeal for them as persons, not just as sheep to be shorn. Their spiritual growth was the most important thing about the collection, meeting needs at Jerusalem, less so. Paul was delighted that he could share with Titus the burden he had for the Assembly at Corinth, and recognised that God had provided him with Titus as a companion in this. Each of us deals directly with God, but He in mercy grants us the encouragement of companions in His service. Cp ref to Timothy in Phil 2:19-20. Both had letters written to them to encourage them in work undertaken under Paul's direction. All a Christian does is to be a response to the work of God in their heart. We should confess that it is to His credit, and should treat with respect the convictions other servants have. 

FOR Titus.. welcomed our appeal- #7:4. with enthusiasm- 8:16. OF HIS OWN ACCORD/initiative- As in 8:3. Paul was a Leader who dealt with his helpers as free men and sons of God themselves, who were answerable to the Lord rather than to him. Titus went with Paul's approval, but also wished to go. HE WENT/is coming to YOU- Paul said went as that would be right when the letter was being read!

8:18 AND WE HAVE SENT/are sending- Am now sending him as I write - sent as this is read. WITH HIM THE BROTHER- They would know who, as he was accompanying Titus with this letter. (Luke has been suggested as he said “we” arrived at Philippi, Acts 16:12, and “we” or “us” isn't used again until Philippi is mentioned in Acts 20:5. So maybe he had stayed there, and was chosen to represent Philippi, as no Philippian is mentioned as going to Jerusalem.) The Brothers not being named means that instead of, to us, meaningless names, we have descriptions of the kind of people who should be trusted with public responsibility. True discipleship often involves anonymity - God knows the name of Naaman's slave girl, 2 Ki 5, and of the boy with the loaves and fish, Jn 6:9.

Praised for his service to THE GOSPEL- What his service was isn't mentioned. THROUGHOUT/by ALL THE CHURCHES- Both widely known, and widely recognised as a faithful servant of God whose service was appreciated. As there are hints that Paul had been accused of intending to get money through managing this gift, 7:2; 11:20; 12:15-18, he emphasises that those who carry the collection are (and need to be) well known as trustworthy workers. As in Acts 6:3 those who handle money for the Church must be spiritual men with spiritual concerns, as well as being known to be honest and competent.

8:19 What is more- Besides being well known as a worthy Christian leader. he WAS ALSO CHOSEN- Cheirotoneo- To raise or stretch out the hand - originally in order to be counted as a vote for or against. Then it came to mean also to appoint, point out, lay hands on. by THE CHURCHES TO TRAVEL WITH US as we carry THIS GRACE/the offering- #6:1- Our travelling companions in this generous giving or gracious service. Paul seems to be speaking here of those travelling with him, as the Macedonians were to arrive later, 9:4, and no one from Philippi is named in Acts 20:4. 

WHICH we administer- Diakoneo- Deacon's work we're responsible for. TO THE GLORY OF/in order to honour- #6:8 THE LORD Himself- It was all being done carefully in order to bring honour to the Lord Jesus. Paul's approval and the churches' approval is needed but the vital thing was that it be done with the approval of God, and to His glory.

AND to show our eagerness to help- To show we are eager to help our needy fellow Christians. The collection was to glorify God, and to show the goodwill of Paul and the Gentile Christians towards the Jerusalem believers as a tangible expression of the reality of the relationship between Gentile and Jewish Christians

8:20 AVOIDING THIS/We want to avoid- A strong word in Greek. We're taking every precaution as a shipmaster shortens sail and proceeds cautiously when approaching land. The Lord’s servants must do all we can to avoid any grounds for suspicion - be as wise as serpents, innocent as doves, Mt 10:16.

THAT NO MAN SHOULD BLAME US/any criticism- Momaomai- Have any reason or excuse to accuse us of wrongdoing. When the money arrived in Jerusalem it was carried by seven envoys, Acts 20:4. It was too important for Jewish - Gentile goodwill to risk any grounds for suspicion that there was anything other than goodwill involved for anyone concerned with the matter. There always are some people who would find fault, 12:16-18, as they did with Christ, 1 Pet 2:23. but as far as possible Paul would make sure it would not be his fault that they did. He did all he could to avoid scandals that would hinder the Gospel, and distractions or divisive influences. He took care to be blameless, although it's an honour to suffer in fellowship, Phil 3:10, with the sinless sufferer as a Christian - for acting as Christ did, 1 Pet 4:16.

THIS liberal gift ADMINISTERED BY US/in the way we administer- The gift was a generous response of grace to the grace of God. It would be a disgrace to God and the givers if the way it was handled became a source of suspicion or scandal. Paul's involvement would attract suspicion from those eager to discredit the Gospel he preached. 
8:21-22 PROVIDING HONEST THINGS/taking pains to do what is right- Kalos- Good, beautiful, noble, as well as useful. Their motives needed to be seen to be so. NOT ONLY IN THE SIGHT/eyes OF THE LORD BUT ALSO IN THE SIGHT/eyes OF MEN- LXX Prov 3:4. Although finally it's the Lord's verdict that matters 1 Cor 4:1-6; 10:31-32, the way Christians do things must make it clear to men of the world that everything is open to audit and above suspicion, Rom 12:17. A valid secular comment on a funds scandal for which a USA Televangelist was imprisoned, was that it was odd that those who were so aware of the sinfulness of humanity that they made their living preaching against it, should have naively left the offender free to operate without being answerable to any board or auditor. We who preach against sin, and in the  Lord's name proclaim salvation from it, must take precautions against our own sinning, and should encourage and aim at being audited. Paul is determined to do what is right in God's sight, but also to think out ways to make it obvious to men that he was doing what they consider right, 1 Tim 5:8. Some are quick to suspect that fund-raisers have some gain of their own in mind, 12:16-18, and too often they do. 

In addition WE are sending.. OUR BROTHER WHOM WE HAVE OFTEN PROVED DILIGENT/zealous- This is essential for any servant of God. Cp 7:11-12; 8:7-8, 16-17; Rom 12:8, 11; Eph 4:3; 2 Tim 1:17. His past record of unselfish, enthusiastic work, faithfully done proves that he can be trusted. Cp Phil 2:19-22. NOW even MORE DILIGENT because of his great confidence in you- Literally “In much confidence toward you.” He has a special interest in the Corinthian Christians, so is even more fitted to be part of the team. His involvement will encourage the Corinthians to enter confidently into the fund-raising and dispatch of the money raised. 

8:23-24 IF ANY ENQUIRE OF TITUS- Paul now summarises. HE IS MY PARTNER AND FELLOW worker CONCERNING/among YOU- So, he is interested in you, and in your being/ being seen to be, a caring church by completing the task well. Ministry is never simply preaching, and worship etc. Much less is it simply the maintaining of church routines.

As for our brothers- Not named. THEY ARE THE MESSENGERS/ representatives- Apostolos. OF THE CHURCHES- They are Messengers representing the Macedonian churches, authorised to take the collection to Jerusalem on their behalf, and return with their report on the situation. 

AND THE GLORY OF/an honour to- #6:8. CHRIST- They bring glory and honour to Christ by the work they are doing. Or being chosen to act on behalf of churches places glory and responsibility on these men. The churches are His Glory, and the delegates carrying gifts are sharing in His glorious work of mercy/ reflecting the glory of Christ, 3:18. To others they might seem very ordinary men, but Paul sees them rightly as God's chosen children, and servants who are responding to an unselfish desire to be to His glory, and worthy representatives of the church He is building. It was a heavy responsibility to carry so much cash, and it was important that their conduct helped the gift to be accepted, and so helped unite the churches.

Therefore SHOW.. THE PROOF OF YOUR LOVE- Make obvious to them your Christian love - love for the Lord, for Paul, each other and their fellow Christians everywhere, including those at Jerusalem. AND the reason for our pride in you- #7:4. When the men return to the Macedonian churches they will be able to bring back an encouraging report. This will confirm to them the pleasure, pride, and confidence we expressed about you, as in 7:14; 9:3. 

(There's a break here as if Paul starts a new session of dictation.)

CHAPTER 9

9:1-2 About this service- #5:18. There is no need FOR ME TO WRITE TO YOU- As I have been doing. FOR I KNOW- #5:1. YOUR eagerness to help- They might think Paul was making needless fuss as they had begun collecting a year ago - didn't he trust them? But they hadn't got past the TALK stage. That the Macedonians following their lead had already brought their collection to a generous conclusion put pressure on him, and he must make them realise the risk of mutual embarrassment.

I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians- Paul was well aware of the frailty of converts but deliberately, in love, tried to see the best in them, and speak the best of them - speak encouragingly TO them, and OF them. But although he doesn't say so, he would have heard from Titus that the collection had lagged - through opposition from new teachers and loss of confidence in Paul, or just because they were human! The late-starting Macedonians had flown past them. Paul seems to never criticise one church to another. He praises what he can when writing to them or about them. The news anyone chooses to remember and quote about other people shows their own character, and whether the effect of their life and witness is negative or positive. (Paul's quote from the scathing comment of the ex-Cretan poet, Titus 1:12, only indirectly reflects on the church there.)

Telling them that since last year you in Achaia- Perhaps Cenchrea, Athens, etc were ahead, and only Corinth lagging, but more likely Paul means that it was a settled matter that they would do it. 

AND YOUR ZEAL/enthusiasm has stirred MANY/most of them to action- Erethizo- Stirred them up to do the same, 8:1-5. The whole church had been influenced to give, and most had done so. Is it right to stir up interest in fund-raising by quoting the efforts of those who might be seen as rivals - as Greeks and Macedonians tended to be? The motive in all we do needs to be the Glory of God through the GOOD done to man. And the good done IN man - the Giver as well as the receiver. The force of a good example does just that. Even if an element of rivalry is involved at first, the grace of God can turn that into a joy to the giver, in God. That some lads were getting baptised who seemed to me no better than I was, stirred me up into baptism - an unworthy motive. But it worked an increasing good of my becoming ever more actively in fellowship with the local church. Of course Satan can foster the element of rivalry and turn it into sheer strife. (Giving is mentioned also in 1 Cor 9:9-14; Gal 6:6; Eph 4:28; Phil 4:14-18; 1 Tim 5:3-18.)

9:3-4 YET I HAVE SENT THE brothers- As the letter is read to the church the brothers will be standing there. LEST OUR BOASTING OF/about YOU SHOULD prove hollow- This boast among the good things I said about you. My expressed pleasure and confidence in you. Children are generally encouraged if their parents express confidence in them. The expectations we show re converts and assemblies ought to give them something to live up to without being too unrealistic.

but THAT, AS I SAID- Keep telling them. Greeks were quick thinkers, planners, eager that something be done. But likely to quibble endlessly about who should be the leader, and be reluctant to fall in behind a rival one - E.g. the wrangling in Athens that lost them the war with Sparta. "Too many Chiefs, not enough Indians!"

LEST any Macedonians COME WITH ME- So the brothers in 8:18-24 weren't Macedonians. AND FIND YOU UNPREPARED WE (NOT to say anything about YOU) would BE ASHAMED about being so CONFIDENT- What a fool Paul would look for having believed their promises, and it would be even more embarrassing for them. Worse still it would look as if he had been raising money under false pretences. 

9:5 So I THOUGHT IT NECESSARY- My duty, as in Phil 2:25. TO urge THE brothers- #5:20. to visit.. MAKE UP BEFOREHAND/finish.. YOUR generous gift- Eulogia- Speaking good, Eulogy, or something praiseworthy that would produce praise to God from the recipient. By contributing to the gift for Jerusalem the Corinthians will be a blessing, something that does good to someone as the gift will, and moves them to bless God and the givers. The material gift would be accompanied by a friendly greeting – an expression of blessing, of which the gift was a concrete expression. Cp LXX Gen 33:11; 1 Sam 25:27; 2 Ki 5:15, where Eulogia is also used. 

Then it will be READY AS A generous gift- A Real GIFT. Being ready without the pressure of Paul's presence and that of the Macedonians with their gift would show that the gift expressed their heart's desire and the decision of their minds. Not a belated effort to "keep up with the Jones's" or to please Paul. Not as a duty but simply as a gift of compassion - no strings attached or praise looked for. The finest gifts are those given with the least fuss when an opportunity to help was seen.

NOT AS OF COVETOUSNESS/one grudgingly given- Pleonexia- Greediness, fraud, extortion, covetousness, idolatry of possessions Col 3:5; 1 Th 2:5. The greediness of the givers who gave it reluctantly feeling they were being forced to hand over money against their own will. Or the fund-raisers seeming greedy by the way they put pressure on. (As they can do by the moral blackmail of overdrawn, over-emotional appeals, published names and amounts, or by not advertising how much they themselves were profiting from handling the funds.) Without goodwill on the part of the Giver, and without transparent honesty and unselfishness on the part of the fund-raiser, a gift loses most of its point. 

9:6 BUT/Remember THIS I SAY- Paul goes on to emphasise the difference between a forced, grudging gift - the giver thinking of how much he's losing, and a glad giving - the giver thinking of the good of the receiver. Again an important Biblical principle is taught against a practical background that shows how it's to be applied in everyday life. Cp 1 Cor 7:29, and sowing - reaping in Gal 6:6-7. As well as meeting needs at Jerusalem it was a matter of the spiritual growth/ blessing of believers at Corinth. Changing them from being a Gospel mission field to being a missionary sending church. God's law embodied in the nature of things must not be ignored in the understanding of this principle - that willing action is far more valuable than forced action, because by it both Giver and Receiver gain benefit. 

Whoever sows SPARINGLY will REAP SPARINGLY- The harvested grain can be eaten, sold, or sown to produce the next harvest. Sowing seed may seem to be a waste, but it's better to be rather short of food than to sow as little as possible. The small short-term gain of skimping the sowing will produce a large future loss, as the harvest from each plant is many grains for each grain sowed. Their giving to Jerusalem is a sowing of seed, and sowing-reaping, giving-receiving is a normal part of a God-blessed pattern of life that meets human needs. See the promise to Noah, Gen 8:22. Giving isn't wasting. It's harvest-producing, with potential for an endless succession of harvests. Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground, Jn 12:23-26. The usual return for our generous, loving giving is our growing fellowship with the Lord, the Giver of all. And a likeness to Him that will be an eternal reward and joy, as well as joy in the blessings others have gained through us. Quantity of sowing determines this here. The quality of the sowing in Gal 6:7. The quality of the soil  the human response to the seed of the Gospel is the determining factor in Mk 4:3-20, etc.

Whoever sows generously- Eulogia- Blessingly! LXX Prov 11:25. This isn't appealing to selfish motives. In supporting the principle that each is to give as able, Paul is stating the general principle which can be expected to operate. Cp “Not be weary in well doing because in due season we will reap,” Gal 6:6-10. Whatever is done to others is done to Christ and rewarded by Him, 5:10; Prov 19:17; Acts 9:4, as it will be in the Kingdom situation in a day to come, Mt 25:34.

REAP ALSO BOUNTIFULLY/generously- With blessings, fruitfulness, as in Heb 6:7. The NT uses rewards as an incentive to right action because the rewards grow naturally out of that action. The rewards offered in the Gospel are closer fellowship with Christ eternally as a result of our choosing to have closer fellowship with Him here on earth. Not personal gain of wealth, popularity, praise, power, etc - such receive their reward in this life, Mt 6:2, or not at all. Our lives will be rich in Love, in fellowship, and rich towards God, if we seek first His kingdom and righteousness, Mt 6:24-33.

9:7 EVERY/each.. what he has decided IN HIS HEART LET HIM GIVE- His outward action expressing his inward conviction, not being unduly influenced by what others are doing, will think of him, or by a hoped-for reward. Without this the gift would not express the transformed lives of these Gentiles, and their love for their Jewish fellow-believers at Jerusalem, and so would be a mere act of showmanship on the part of Paul. It would not be a God-delighting expression of His saving power to Gentiles, and loving concern for Jews. Each man is to make his own decision as exercising his stewardship before God and his fellow man. That way we grow in fellowship with God as we never could do by obeying orders slavishly. Each will need to consider the needs of his household, income prospects, debts due or other responsibilities.

NOT GRUDGINGLY/reluctantly- Ek Lupe- Not regretfully, sadly, so giving cheerfully and willingly. Not as if parting with the money was a painful thing, 5:5; Deu 15:10. Cp Ananias and Sapphira whose main concern was to gain credit for generosity without it costing too much!

OF NECESSITY/under compulsion- #6:4. Emotional appeals, publication of amounts given, etc put pressure on givers, and increase the amount given in the short term, as will teaching that a tithe MUST be given. But God isn't honoured, and the giver isn't blessed. But "Compassion Fatigue" and resentment against unfair pressure will dry up the stream of generosity. Being left free to work it out with the Lord, and the non-disclosure of amounts, encourages the growth of an exercise of heart before God that in the long run will lead to wiser, happier, and more generous giving as the years pass. God doesn't NEED our gifts, Ps 50:10-12. It's better for us to think in terms of how much of His bounty we will keep for ourselves, and how much share with others, AS A PRIVILEGE that God, the Giver of all, grants to His children, 1 Cor 9:16. 

FOR GOD LOVES- Agapao- Such love is the constant attitude of God towards mankind, Jn 3:16. But those who in response to that love let Him draw them up into sharing His purposes of Love and give generously of their love, time and money have a special place in His heart and His loving fellowship. A CHEERFUL- Hilaros- A happily generous GIVER- LXX Prov 22:8-9. Cp Rom 12:8. To give unselfishly in fellowship with God is an exhilarating experience, a reflection of His image in our caring love that meets the needs of others. God's pleasure and our responsibility usually go together, Mt 5:43-48.

9:8 GOD IS ABLE TO MAKE ALL GRACE- #6:1. ABOUND TOWARD/to YOU- God's generosity, 4:15; 8:1; 1 Th 3:12. (9:8-15 is expressed in a timeless present.) God who approves of, and encourages, giving and sharing is the God on whom we all depend for everything and by whose generosity we eat each meal. He is rich and generous, able to shower blessings upon us beyond our expectations - and make us happier with less, beyond our imagining also. Cp the widow, 1 Ki 17:8-16. Meeting the needs of others doesn't always leave us poorer financially, Prov 11:24-26; 19:17; Lk 6:38. That He is the God of ALL Grace, 1 Pet 5:10, is a good reason for taking God into account as one gives. Misers are MISERable, but a generous spirit that fellowships with God and relies on Him, is enriched and liberated. That obedient child of God has a heart full of contentment, thankfulness and praise, knowing all its efforts are worthwhile, Jn 15:10; 1 Cor 15:58. 

THAT YE ALWAYS/at all times HAVING ALL SUFFICIENCY/you need- Autarkeia. The word also means contentment, 1 Tim 6:6, the sense of having enough. The discontented never have anything to spare for others. The Macedonians had contentment in poverty. The Corinthians had sufficient wealth, and should share it. The Autarkeia the Stoics aimed at was the self-sufficiency of a man content with himself, and content with his possessions whether great or few. Paul's Autarkeia was, and ours should be God-dependent, God-reliant and God-oriented. Content with what we have because we know God has given us, and will continue to give all we need to be and do what He wills. And that will fulfil His purpose for us in relation to everything. He gave us what we are and what we have so we're content, Heb 13:5-6. God gives both the willing spirit, and the wealth needed for the giving which He desires of each of us. (And the abilities to meet spiritual needs etc by the exercise of every kind of Gift with which He has blessed us.) The Giver of all harvests, and who uses human co-operation in giving them, can be relied on to do His part when we do ours. We're to take into account God, His giving, and His fatherly care for us and His pleasure in us when we give in fellowship with Him - give to please Him. 

IN ALL THINGS- All is given, provided, used and blessed of God, when we put Him first, Mt 6:33. Not that those who give money, time etc will automatically be made wealthy. Or, that our being wealthy proves we have done the will of God. The Spirit of loving care in a man is a safer evidence of his being in fellowship with God than is any visible success in this life. It's awareness of God's grace that fires the willingness to use what we have for God - whatever gifts He has given us, generously to meet the intellectual, spiritual, emotional or material needs of those around us. 8:9; 9:15.

MAY/you will ABOUND TO/in EVERY- #5:10 GOOD WORK- In the Greek this is the major emphasis. God will meet our every need, and we will be able to give generously to every good cause. If the work is God's will for us, He will provide whatever is needed as we attempt to do it. 

9:9 AS IT IS WRITTEN- Ps 112:9 LXX, But read the whole chapter which summarises the life of the righteous man who uses his possessions in a God-pleasing way. DISPERSED/scattered ABROAD- Like a farmer sowing seed broadcast, he shares his possessions generously, and naturally. GIVEN gifts TO THE POOR- Deu 15:7-11; Lev 25:35. Those in need benefit from his willingness to regard his possessions as something to share. 

HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS REMAINETH/endures FOR EVER- #5:21. A. His kind open-hearted generosity never stops. He never says "From now on I'm looking after myself, only." B. The beneficial effect of his actions carries on down through the years - money lent to keep a neighbour on his land, etc. A Bible provided for new converts who evangelise and win others who in turn win others.. C. As a result of the good he has done there will be a harvest in heaven, which he will receive back at the Bema, 5:10. Righteousness that lasts FOR EVER, isn't material, earthly, but spiritual and eternal blessings, Eph 1:3; Col 2:2. 

In NT times Jews used “Righteousness” to mean righteous alms-giving and claimed it made a man righteous. But no human action can ever EARN righteousness in God's sight. Gospel righteousness is the Gift of God's Grace, 5:21, and giving to the poor is merely one of the Good Works, God saved us to be doing, Gal 6:10; Eph 2:8-10. It is a sonship fellowship with God, expressing His character visibly in the world, and accomplishing His purposes, 3:18; Mt 5:44-45; 6:1-4. So the collection IS a sign to the Jews that these Gentiles are Justified, acceptable to God and accepted by God. It marks a right relationship to God and is a reflection of His character. Cp “Steal no more - have something to give,” Eph 4:28. The unrighteous are marked by grasping self-centredness, even though they may at times do righteous, charitable actions in the sight of men. 

9:10-11 NOW HE who supplies SEED TO THE SOWER- Epichoregeo- To supply abundantly. Paul packs much into a few words, as he expands the message of 9:9. God is THE Supplier. He supervises the whole process, is interested in it, values it. Whatever part we play in giving and receiving is a stewardship to be exercised in fellowship with Him, and we can trust Him to make it a blessing to all. As in Isa 55:10-11 where God grants both the rain so that men have a harvest of food, and His Word that assures a spiritual harvest. Each harvest supplies grain for next year's sowing and bread to eat. Farming is a God-ordained, God-approved, God-supported activity which He blesses and uses to feed mankind, Mk 4:26-29; 1 Cor 15:37-38. To Give is to sow, and in God's order there is the potential for an endless succession of harvests and sowing involved in every giving. Each sowing a link in the chain of God's infinite purposes of grace. In the spiritual world as in the physical world of farming, God provides for those who trust Him, Phil 4:11-19; 1 Tim 6:17. It's ALL of God, and ALL of Grace, yet ALL of it involves voluntary human response to God and Grace, 1 Cor 15:10. 

BREAD FOR YOUR FOOD AND also increase YOUR store of SEED SOWN- God provides enough resources to be eaten to sustain life, and for sowing. As we sow kindness, God can make our small efforts richly rewarding in every way as with the lad's loaves and fish, Jn 6:9. As we make good use of what He has given us, He will increase our ability to give, and multiply the effect, the blessing of our giving. The potential in the single seed, outwardly insignificant, is immense. God is the supplier of ALL good, to ALL men and does so for their good, always. And through them to other men for their good, in endless succession. 

will enlarge THE harvest OF YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS- #5:21- The righteous actions in fellowship with God of those made righteous by God will produce increasing blessing in which we and He will rejoice eternally, along with those who benefitted from it. Isa 55:10-11; Hosea 10:12. 

BEING ENRICHED/You will be made rich IN EVERYTHING/every way- God will make you rich enough to be generous. Giving in the will of God doesn't impoverish a Christian. The fellowship with God involved will be a means of blessing us more than the giving costs us, 1 Cor 1:5. so that you can be generous- #8:2. on every occasion.

your generosity will result in THANKSGIVING TO GOD- Eucharistia- Gratitude, giving thanks. Grace produces gratitude. God's grace welcomed by us and passed on to others produces thanksgiving to God.

9:12-13 FOR THE ADMINISTRATION- #5:18. OF THIS SERVICE/that you perform- Leitourgia - The service of a Leitourgos- In the secular world Leitourgia was used of the service to the state of the wealthy Greek citizens who were expected to donate, or were levied to provide, funds for drama, training athletes, or the building of ships of war to protect the state. In the LXX and NT it's used of the spiritual work done for God by His servants, including that of Christ Himself, Lk 1:23; Heb 8:6. Paul says he is a leitourgos in Rom 15:16. 

NOT ONLY supplying needs... BUT overflowing in MANY expressions of thanks to GOD- Eucharistia- It overflows Godward. This was very important to Paul. God has invested so much in us, that it's a joy to Him and us when people co-operate, and make His will visibly effective. Gift-giving brings thanks-giving. The giving of material and temporal things can produce results that are spiritual and eternal. 4:15; Lk 16:9. This is written as if it was completed, and sets out the results Paul is aiming at.

By which you have proved- #8:2. yourself- As a result of the proof that you are now God's people seen in your God-inspired generous giving. THEY/men will GLORIFY/praise GOD- They will receive the gift, and glorify God for it, Mt 5:16. FOR YOUR PROFESSED SUBJECTION/ obedience- Hupotage- Obedience, submission. that accompanies your profession- Homologia- Confession, 1 Tim 6:12-13. Cp Verb form in Rom 10:9-10. of THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST- The obedience which shows the reality of your profession of the Gospel. It isn't just $$$ received for which the recipients praise God. The generous concern of Gentile Christians for Jewish ones is evidence that they have been transformed by the Gospel, and demonstrates the triumph of Christ in their lives. Obedience demonstrates that a profession of Faith in Christ is genuine, Rom 1:5; 16:26. The Gospel of God's grace reconciling man to God, 5:16-6:13, glorifies God also by reconciling Jew and Gentile to each other. This effect of the Gospel of God's grace to sinners, is seen in Paul the ex-Pharisee. 

   We're all saved by grace alone, but Giving is a proof and acknowledgement of the Gospel which requires us to use ourselves and all we have, in grace to others in need. In showing that these Gentiles were now God's obedient Children the collection also showed that Paul's Apostleship, and His Gospel were of God and used by God. This gift should be an effective witness to the Saving Faith of the Gentiles as James, the leader of the Jerusalem Christians, insisted that the presence of Faith in a person's life, was shown by their works. Jas 2:14. 

FOR YOUR generously- #8:2- Single minded, sincere. sharing with THEM- Jewish Christians found it hard to believe Gentiles could become God's people, without becoming Jews - conforming to OT law as well, Acts 11:1-18; 15:1-29. But the reality that God had worked in the hearts and lives of these Gentiles would be made clear by their sending generous gifts of brotherly fellowship. So the impoverished Christians in Jerusalem would glorify God for the reality of His work of Grace in Corinth etc. 

UNTO ALL MEN/everyone else- A mutuality of love between God's children Jn 13:34-35; Gal 6:10. Loving actions are recognised, understood and appreciated everywhere in the world, in spite of language barriers. Their loving action would be an expression of their mutual fellowship in Christ, in the One Body, 1 Cor 12:25. And of the triumph of His life-transforming grace, in this world, and in the future Glory, Eph 1:17-2:10; 3:18-4:16. 

9:14 AND in THEIR prayers FOR YOU- They will make a direct response to God in thanksgiving and prayer for the brotherly love to givers known only as Gentile brothers in Christ. Gentiles that they as Jews had long considered to be enemies. their hearts will go out to you- #5:2. It will produce sincere affection, 7:7, 11; Rom 1:12. 

FOR/because of THE EXCEEDING/surpassing GRACE- #6:1 OF GOD IN/has given YOU- Cp 8:1. Because of the amazing love God has shown for you in saving you and bringing you into the family of His children, as shown by your brotherly action. God's Grace and God's action through the unknown giver will produce a loving concern for the good of the giver. 

9:15 THANKS BE- #6:1 Charis. to GOD FOR HIS UNSPEAKABLE/ indescribable GIFT- The Gift of salvation through God's gift of His Son reaches far above and beyond anything that can be put into words. Cp 12:4; Rom 11:33; Eph 3:19. From the grace of human giving, Paul, as in 8:9, points to the greatest Giver of all, God, and the greatest Gift, His Son. So he leaves the discussion of the subject with them on the highest note. Children of God, followers of Christ face challenges, 5:15-17; Rom 8:32; Gal 6:10, 16; 1 Jn 4:11. Commentators tend to argue whether Paul is talking about the very substantial gift he planned to take to Jerusalem, the Jn 3:16; 5:21 Gift of the Son, or the total Grace of God in which this was made. But all God’s work is a unity, not something for mere men to classify and put in pigeon holes.

   The Gift to Jerusalem was a miracle of grace, a wonderful thing God was achieving and that moved Paul to break into wondering thanksgiving. It was a result of the far more wonderful manifestation of the Grace of God in saving all these Gentiles. And that flowed from the infinite ocean of God's Grace displayed triumphantly on the Cross of Calvary, Col 2:15. The Jn 3:16 Gospel is an important outcome of the cross, others being the future Millennial kingdom, Rom 11: Rev 20: the final Judgment, and the restoration of the universe into total obedient, blessed fellowship with God, 1 Cor 15:28. Christianity didn't begin as a welfare movement, and that aspect of it, though a visible honouring of God, is only a small part. It's built on the person and work of Christ, and He alone can direct, empower, enable and crown its efforts with eternal victory. Thinking of THE Gift, and THE Giver, and His purposes of love, moves us to give as a joyful, competently-handled expression of love for God who loves us, in fellowship with Him, reflecting His loving concern.

APPENDIX I    6:14-7:1  is ORIGINAL

Some commentators insist that even if Paul wrote this section, (instead of it being a Pharisaic intrusion borrowed from Qmram etc) it doesn't belong here. We must never let such arguments distract us from listening to the Lord in His Word. ALL Bible problems are there for our benefit so let's check out the arguments:

1. There is said to be an abrupt change between 6:13 and 6:14, and that 6:13 would lead on naturally to 7:2. But it's in ALL Mss, in the same place. And asides like this are common in Paul's writings - after all he was dictating a personal letter LIVE, not endlessly planning and refining a formal thesis. These asides of his do add to the reasoning as a whole, when he grafts them back into the continuing theme. Everything between 2:14 and 7:5 is, in a sense, an aside.

2. A number of words here occur nowhere else in the NT. But there are also six such words in 1 Cor 4:7-13. And unusual words often occur in OT quotes. 

3. They claim that Flesh/Sarx and Spirit/Pneuma, 7:1 are always OPPOSITES in Paul's writings - FLESH being always evil, impossible to be cleansed, and SPIRIT always holy, impossible to be defiled. It's true that used as technical, doctrinal words there is some such contrast. But here he uses them to mean the outward and inward aspects of our human life, as being present in spirit but absent in body/Soma, 1 Cor 5:3, means the same as absent in flesh/Sarx ; Col 2:5. The Godly, crucified life he lives in the flesh, Gal 2:20. That he found no rest for his spirit/mind/Pneuma, 2:13/ flesh/Sarx, 7:5, mean much the same. We're to present the members of our body, our natural abilities to God, Rom 6:13.

4. They claim that it demands Pharisaic separation from the world. But it doesn’t! Paul has spelled out the ways in which he himself has responded to God's grace. Then having asked them to respond to his own love for them he reminds them of God's Love and loving provision for them, and asks them to open their hearts to that love, and not let God's Grace to them in the Gospel be in vain, 5:21-6:1. But to claim and exercise their privilege of living as the sons and daughters of the Almighty. Paul takes up Pharisaic language, perhaps used by his critics, and fits it into its right place under the New Covenant. Separation? Come Out? – Yes, but not Law-keeping Jewish Christians from Gentile ones. It’s a call to born-again believers, members of a New Creation, indwelt by the Holy Spirit and made Righteous in Christ crucified being separate from lawless idol-worshipping Gentiles, and from “letter-of-the-Law obeying” self-righteous Jews, so as to not frustrate the Grace of God, 6:1, and in order to perfect holiness of body and spirit, 7:1.

5. far from being un-Paul, it's an example of the loving frankness that challenges his children to grow up in Grace. Although free from law-obedience, permissive living isn't an option for Christians. Appeals to holy living and a walk worthy of the Gospel, such as this one, are common in Paul's writings, Rom 3:8; 6:12-22; 8:9-13; 1 Cor 6:12-20; Gal 5:13-25; Eph 4:17-5:20; Col 3:1-17, etc. There was a good reason for not going straight from 6:13 to 7:2. What was restraining their love for Paul? A different Gospel, proclaiming a different Jesus preached by different-from-Paul Christian leaders. In 1st Corinthians there were leaders whose Gospel was designed to fit Christ into the pattern of Greek Wisdom and Philosophy by denying the holiness of the Body, sex, and marriage. Denying the need to separate from socialising in Heathen temples.. ending with denying the resurrection to avoid Greek ridicule, Acts 17:32.

In this Epistle, Leaders were proclaiming a Gospel which fitted Jesus within the old Covenant so the church could be accepted as a form of the Officially permitted Jewish Religion by demanding circumcision of Gentiles, and law-keeping to avoid opposition from Synagogue Jews. The Corinthian Church had become more friendly towards Paul, and his Gospel. But would they make a real break with Paganism AND with Judaism and take their place under the New Covenant, as being a New Creation and join Paul in living out the Grace God had granted to them through the Cross, 5:21. To do so meant to COME OUT, and live by Faith as God's sons and daughters, in an invisible spiritual reality, of which the Old Covenant experienced only the shadows. Making Paul welcome and expressing appreciation of the Gospel was pointless without the honest open-hearted response to God's Love and God’s Grace that Paul sets out. 

APPENDIX II The Collection for Jerusalem

Why needed? As Jerusalem was their Holy City many Jews chose to be poor there, rather than live in material comfort among the despised Gentiles. They would sell up their property and move to Jerusalem so as to be buried in "Holy ground" hoping to be in line for a better resurrection. Jews scattered among the Gentiles collected annually for the Temple Tax, and pilgrims gave generous gifts to the Jerusalem poor. Paul said he had come bringing alms for his people Acts 24:17. 

So, many Jerusalem Christians were poor, and in such a religious city would have been expelled from their families, and cut off from receiving gifts channelled through Synagogue relief funds. Jews would be forbidden to trade with Christians, employ them, etc. At first their needs were met by all Christians sharing the food they had, Acts 2:42-47, and some wealthy Believers using their assets, Acts 4:32-35. When Stephen was stoned, active persecution drove out all but the Apostles (presumably supported by gifts from outside Jerusalem.) Property was looted or destroyed, Heb 10:34, and it became impossible for Christians to earn a living in Jerusalem. When the Christians were allowed to return home there, they would be poorer than ever.

WHY should Gentile Christians give to Jewish ones? The Gentile Christians, though not wealthy, 8:2; 1 Cor 1:26; were better off than those at Jerusalem. Paul was concerned for the poor generally, Gal 2:10, and for equalising by sharing, 8:13. Earlier the Jewish and Gentile church at Antioch had sent help, Acts 11:27-30. The gift was also an acknowledgment of the debt Gentiles owed to the church at Jerusalem for bringing the Gospel to them, Acts, 11:19-20; Rom 15:27. (Even though many at Jerusalem opposed doing so!) We are saved by the grace of God. Grace moves people to give, and our giving is a working in fellowship with God that pleases Him, meets the needs of people, and helps us all to grow in God's ways, 8:1, 4, 6-7, 9, 19; 9:1, 4, 12, 13. It illustrates the Gospel too. Fellowship in Christ in giving and receiving is a mutual joy and blessing.

WHY was Paul so concerned? His concern is shown in Rom 15:25-32; 1 Cor 16:1-4. About ten years had passed since Paul had been asked to remember the poor, Gal 2:9-10. The Jewish Christians in Judea tried to be accepted as Jews still, and hoped to win their fellow Jews to Christ, so continued to be loyal to the Temple worship and the law of Moses, Acts 6:7; 21:20-22. They were distressed that Jewish Christians in Gentile-dominated churches were giving up food laws, etc, as they fellowshipped with Gentile Christians. 

Paul insisted on the Jewish right to maintain their distinctives, Rom 14. But equally that no Christian was Under the law, and for Gentiles to be circumcised, denied Christ, Gal 5:2.

A generous gift would sum up and crown his missionary labours, Rom 15:23-26, by demonstrating that many Gentiles now shared eternal life in Christ with Believing Jews. It could generate mutual acceptance and goodwill if it was made by Gentile representatives, who were accepted at the Lord's table, and their Gifts welcomed. It would also show that Gentile Christians did not need to become Jews, but belonged with Jewish Christians in the purposes of God, Gal 3:23-4:7; Eph 2:11-22. Separate development was a temptation while the temple stood, Christian Jews worshipped there, Acts 2:46; 3:1; 5:42, and Christians could meet legally only if they were accepted as being covered by the Roman Law permitting Jewish worship. 

Paul intended that a generous gift from the Gentile churches would show their heart one-ness in Christ, and the reality of their conversion by their changed attitude towards converted Jews. And that this would offset the disappointment among stricter Jews that Gentile converts were not becoming Jews under the terms of the Old Covenant. It was important that the Leadership and the church as a whole receive the Gentiles and their gift, and this needed prayer, Rom 15:31. In fact the leaders welcomed him - and presumably the gift, but were afraid of the reactions of the rank-and-file, and the compromise they persuaded Paul to follow back-fired leading to a riot, his arrest, etc, Acts 21:19-30. 

(Some suggest Paul saw the gift as fulfilling the promise Gentiles would bring gifts to Jerusalem and Israel as a nation be restored to God's favour, Isa 2:2-3; 60:5-7; Mic 4:1-2. But Paul had no such expectation, Acts 21:10-13.)
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In Camp overseas at the close of World-War II I lived for a month in such an atmosphere. To say or write "Home's the Caper," was punishable as "Conduct to the prejudice of Good order.." But every night after "Lights Out" tins would be banged, someone would shout "What's the Caper?" And 500 voices bellowed "HOME'S THE CAPER!" One man didn't share in this - he'd volunteered to stay on as a civilian, as he hoped to make a fortune selling off abandoned military equipment. 





To make an instant Judgment of the Spiritual, God-pleasing quality of a congregation by its size, style of building, form of “service,” clothing (including head-coverings) is foolish, and unspiritual..





� In Hebrew the word Chattath can mean either sin, or sin-offering. E.g. Gen 4:7 reads Sin or a Sin Offering is at your door, Cain's state of sin could easily be replaced by a sin-offering, and he would be acceptable to God. As in Isa 53:6-10, Christ in being made sin for us was made the sin-offering for us. In Greek, apparently, if Paul had meant Sin-Offering he should have said gave, offered, presented, not MADE. Knew no Sin, is paired with made Sin, so both must have the same meaning. And Sin is the antithesis of Righteousness, sin-offering isn't. But Paul wasn't writing examples of accurate Greek usage. Christ being the equivalent of the Sin-Offering, Lev 5:6, is the background to what's said. See Rom 8:3; 1 Cor 15:3; Heb 10:1-14; 1 Pet 2:21-24. 





4 Light and Darkness were common figures in the thinking of the ancient world and they are just as clear today, so their use in the NT doesn't link its statements with any other specific religion. See also 11:14; Lk 16:8; Jn 1:4-9; 8:12; 9:5; 12:30; Eph 5:11-14; 1 Th 5:5; 1 Jn 1:3-10.








