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Introduction

These Epistles come from a wise, Godly old man, thinking in Hebrew, writing in Greek, living in the love of God in Christ, and writing in love for all God’s people in Christ.

Date - Not long after John’s Gospel was written in about AD 85:

Author- The writer writes as an eyewitness to the Person and events the Gospel that brings eternal life is based on, 1:1-3, and so has a clear, accurate understanding of those facts, and the nature of that eternal life. Within 100 years of the death of the Apostle John early Christian writers said this was written by him. This makes good sense as there are many things written in this epistle that match specific things written in John’s Gospel, such as 1 Jn 1:1 / Jn 1:1, 14; 1 Jn 1:4 / Jn 16:24; 1 Jn 1:6,7 / Jn 3:19-21; 1 Jn 2:7 / Jn 13:34-35; 1 Jn 3:8 / Jn 8:44; 1 Jn 3:14 / Jn 5:24; 1 Jn 4:6 / Jn 8:47; 1 Jn 4:9 / Jn 1:14,16; 3:16; 1 Jn 5:9 / Jn 5:32, 37; 1 Jn 5:12 / Jn 3:36.

Characteristics- Both John’s Gospel and this Epistle use simple language and sharp contrasts - light/darkness, love/hate, etc. Both emphasize Love– Agape, Agapao- to love, as in Jn 3:16, etc, and in the LXX Love the Lord Deu 6:5, love neighbour Lev 19:18. And emphasize Ginosko/Epiginosko- Knowledge that involves personal fellowship, existing between man and God, man and man. Both mention eye-witness testimonies of the Lord that could be possible only to someone who had been close to the Lord, 1:1; Jn 13:25; 19:26. The authoritative commands, 2:15, 24, 28; 4:1; 5:21, firm assertions, 2:6; 3:14; 4:12, and the confident identification of error, 1:6, 8; 2:4, 18, 22; 3:10, fit well with the writer being an Apostle. Differences are the natural result of different audiences, and different purposes. The Gospel concentrates on claims and evidence of Jesus being Messiah, and is aimed at convincing Jews who have a conservative background. The Epistle is aimed at Believers who are struggling against Gnostic teaching, and only liberal Jews or Gentile Christians would have that problem. John insists that Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, is the Eternal Word, God’s Son, displaying the character of God as He lived a normal (but sinless) human life in a normal (but sin-free) human nature and body. In his Gospel, John fulfills his God-given responsibility as an Apostle to give evidences of the Deity of Jesus to the Church as a whole, throughout all time. In the epistles, John, as an Elder with a shepherd’s concern for the Believers as his children, provides a brief summary of the fact that God’s Gospel proclaims a Saviour who was truly and fully God, living, dying and rising again, as a human being in a human body. And that those saved by Him, know God and live in fellowship with Him. This is seen in a growing reluctance to sin, a growing love for our fellow believers, and walking with them in the light of God’s revealed will. 

Style- The Gospel truths are simple, and a child can be blessed and enter into blessing by it, and John writes in simple language. But soon the reader discovers that beyond the simple words are meanings which, when thought and prayed over in God’s presence, will continue to bring us into closer fellowship with Him and His purposes until we’re called home. Even the most learned and Godly will still be finding new depths of meaning. Eg the words “in (or from) the beginning”

 in 1:1; 2:13-14, refer to what is said in Jn 1:1, but also in Eph 1:4; Rev 13:8. And they include His incarnation, John Baptist’s witness, and the beginning of the Lord’s public ministry, Mk 1:1-11; Jn 1:10-34; Acts 1:21-22. The same words in 2:7; 3:11 may refer to Gen 1:26-27 (to be like God man must love people, 4:8.) And refer to Lev 19:18 (God’s command to His people at the beginning of Israel.) Confirmed by the Lord, Mt 22:39-40, and made directly to His disciples, Jn 13:34-35; 15:12. And that love was seen in the beginning of Gospel preaching and of the Church, Acts 2:44-45. 3:8 traces sin back to Satan’s rebellion and Cain’s sin – at the beginning stage of human life. 

What John says doesn’t develop a theme step by step in a straight line from “A” to “B” in the logical way Western minds value. In fact at times it seems to move ahead, not in a straight line but more in a spiral. Eg 2:10-11 says that to walk in the light we must love our brother. 3:10-19 says that those born of God love their brothers and have eternal life. Christ gave up His life for us so we must give up our life for our brothers. 4:7-21 talks about us living in the invisible God when we love our brother - God’s Spirit being in us. Also that the Son of God is the Saviour of the world, confessing Him as such, abiding in Him and His love being perfected in us, results in our facing His Judgment seat confidently. Each time we come back to the thought of loving our brother we can understand the truth at a higher level of meaning, as new aspects have been added that enrich the meaning. 

Some commentators complain that John doesn’t make definite breaks between sections – In our science, or business world, important things are set out systematically in that way. But to a Jewish mind (trained by the OT revelation) God and His will can’t be set out systematically and the truth mastered. The truth is wonderful and glorious beyond any system of logic man can devise, so they wrote it in the way that stimulates endless meditation. The verse that closes and sums up one section also introduces the subject of the next section so the whole pattern of truth flows and grows together. Not chopped up into neat but dead blocks of doctrine – “Incarnation, Justification,” etc that we can handle easily, and so too easily, and quite foolishly think we’ve grasped and mastered God’s revelation and can argue right versus wrong confidently.

John’s sweeping statements –have been objected to. That no one who is abiding in Christ, or born of God sins, has to be read in the light of the earlier statements that no one is free from sin. It must mean that sinning isn’t the natural state of those in fellowship with Christ – the two are incompatible. Those who are God’s children, looking forward to being in His likeness, are concerned to purify their lives from sin in order to be like Christ here and now. That people are Children of God/devil, light/darkness, love/hate, do/don’t do righteous things etc, are stated in black/white. These are essentially true, and we must not lose sight of the fact that they are true by trying to fit them into a neat doctrinal pattern. They are real life, and the ability to put real life or God, His will and purposes into neat pigeon holes hasn’t been given to us. And organizing truth into systematic doctrine isn’t what He gave us the Scriptures for – We’re to listen to what He says in it, seek to guide our lives by what his Spirit shows us as to how it applies in every circumstance - and above all, to wonder and worship, as Mary, the virgin mother of our Lord did, Lk 2:51.

The Writer and the Readers- What the writer says shows that his readers are already Christians. His lovingly expressed concern for them as “children,” 2:12-14; 3:1; 5:13, fits well with the writer being an elderly man sharing with His Lord a fatherly concern for God’s people. And that he knows many of them well and is entitled to urge them to remain loyal to the Gospel truth that has brought them to life in Christ. It isn’t addressed to any single congregation, but seems to be a general letter to a group of churches, and so is readily relevant to many churches in many lands and times. 

Purpose- This letter has two main purposes: 1. To encourage the readers to live in confident fellowship with God in Jesus Christ His Son, 1:5-2:2; 3:1-6; 4:4, 21; 5:9-15. And to do this on the only possible basis – God’s Gospel that His Son, in a fellowship of love with the Father, and in love for us sinners, became human, lived and died sinlessly, patterning the way God intended man to live. And that He died for us as the Lamb of God to bear away the sin of the world. (His resurrection may not be stated specifically, but the abiding in Him and walking with Him in love proclaims that he is risen and alive!) 2. To warn them against accepting false teaching, 2:18-23; 4:1-5, or being indifferent to sinning, 2:3-6, 15-17; 3:3-10, 5:16-19; and so failing to live in brotherly love for God’s other children, 2:9-11; 3:10-18; 4:7-12, 18-21. John warns these things would rob them of God’s fellowship. 

His Opponents- Antichrists, Liars, Lying spirits- They were deadly enemies of Christ, God’s Gospel, purposes and people. 
 What such people believed and taught are set out in two ways: 1. Their denial that Jesus the Saviour and Lord was truly God, who became truly human, lived and died as an atoning sacrifice for all mankind is stated bluntly and contradicted bluntly, 2:1-2, 22; 3:16; 4:2-3; 5:1-15; 2 Jn 7. 2. Their other basic error was the claim that fellowship with God as His children didn’t require keeping from sin, and especially the sin of not living in a relationship of sacrificial love with other Christians. John refers to false teaching as being what some people say– 1:6, 8; 2:4, 6, 9, 22; 4:20. And step by step shows their teaching to be lies and nonsense. In both cases John concentrates on stating the truth as being God-given and God-supported, and that those who believe it, live it, and proclaim it, will be triumphant. Learned people, some of them Godly, have spent much time and effort trying to work out details about these False teachers and their error, but there is more danger than profit in studying error to refute it. (But a few points may be helpful 
.) God Himself in His love and wisdom chose to give us what we have in this Epistle, 2 Tim 3:16-17. So we should not be surprised to find that what it says corresponds rather well to the reality of the situation God’s children find themselves in, in all lands and in all times. That makes it a profitable study for all of us, and as we study it, praying and depending on the Holy Spirit we can be assured that we will know what to believe, and know how to apply it to daily living, so that we can fellowship with our Lord day by day and be fruitful in His Gospel and His service. 

We should not miss the point that the Enemy’s attack will be on our love for each other. Because I’m a slow learner it’s just this week that I saw why John so often demands that we love our brothers. John points to one essential doctrine– the Person and Work of Christ. He points to one essential attitude- Love. Count the number of times John states each. Many of us think of error in terms of doctrine, and are eager to battle for it, but unless what we say and do in that is marked by love we will do more harm than good, 1 Cor 13:1-3. Church history records how times of revival and blessing, such as the Reformation, and the Brethren Revival of NT Truths, were soon marred, and progress checked, by bitter arguments over details of doctrine.

1:1-4 The Eternal Word of Life, Manifested & Witnessed 

(John’s readers would have known his Gospel, and this builds on its opening verses. We might have expected John to state again that Jesus was the Eternal Word, become man for our Salvation Jn 1:14. But, as usual when Scriptures states less than we expected, it does so to reveal more – We’re kept from going straight to the idea that he’s talking about Jesus to make us think more fully of the wonder of the Eternal, Living God, revealing Himself visibly, audibly and tangibly to man, as the embodiment of the eternal life that is offered and guaranteed to man by virtue of the life, death and resurrection of the God-man Jesus the Christ.)

1:1-2 That which–This is neuter in Greek, the word Jn 1:1, is masculine. This grammatical incongruity suggests that what is written about is complex - the Gospel offers us eternal life, but that life is God the Eternal, Himself. Eternal life was in the Word, Jn 1:4, and He revealed God and Eternal Life in the physical form and person of the baby born at Bethlehem, who grew up to be Jesus of Nazareth. Cp 2:13-14. Lk 1:31-35; 2:40, 52; Jn 1:1-2, 14; 19:32-35; 20:27; Acts 2:22-24. was from the beginning- En Arche. As in Jn 1:1, John is writing about the source of everything that exists which determines their nature and purpose 
 – the fountainhead of reality from which flowed Creation, Gen 1:1; Jn 1:3, the Incarnation, Jn 1:14, Salvation, Jn 3:16, and the proclamation of The Gospel-Good News of that Salvation, Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8, and continues to be active in producing fullness of life for all Believers, Jn 10:10.

which we- Those who had seen, heard and touched Christ, on whose behalf John is acting. John and the Apostles the Lord appointed were the core witnesses, but there were many more, as listed in 1 Cor 15:1-8. John is writing about something and Someone that has always existed, yet he and other witnesses had actually seen and heard. have heard- They had heard Him speak the truth about God that revealed God’s nature, purposes and attitudes. In formal teaching sessions as in Mt 5-7; Jn 12-17, and also His commanding the stormy sea to calm, the blind to see, the dead to live. But also in all the homely conversation of daily life, that they, and we, might know how to live in it. 
 The message and the messenger were a unified whole – God spoke in the Son, Heb 1:1-3. 

which we have seen 
 with our eyes- They heard His words, saw His compassionate love expressed in His face and actions, and had seen the glorious deliverances from sin. sickness and evil spirits that resulted. The original Greek is written in the form that makes this emphatic and beyond any uncertainty. They could say truthfully “We have heard and seen Him (a physical person) say and do all these things, personally, (with our physical ears and eyes) just as we have seen our family and friends going about the ordinary affairs of human living. This isn’t a vision, an interpretation of a vague exciting event, but the reality of 3 years of shared experience in varying scenes of triumphant enthusiasm, rejection and bitter opposition. And even among the core disciples, discord, failure and discontent.” Jesus Christ is God who became truly human, and displayed the reality of that in His daily life with His disciples, and in particular with the Apostles. 

which we have looked UPON/at- Theomai- To look closely, to study because interested in, and aware that it was important, so as to try to gain an understanding of what goes beyond normal experience or understanding. and OUR HANDS have HANDLED/touched– If people cast doubt on the evidence of eyes and ears, the solid physical reality of the God-man Jesus Christ was witnessed by physically registering on the sense of touch on hands. Cp Handle me and see.. Lk 24:37-40; having their feet washed by Him, Jn 13:1-12, the importance of touch as overcoming doubt, Jn 20:24-29, etc. All this enabled John to state confidently that the Word of life became flesh and blood human, Jn 1:14. 

that we proclaim OF/concerning the word– Logos. Word, message. The meaning of Logos isn’t restricted to a single word, it means an adequately expressed message. Cp 2:7; 3:18; 3 Jn 10. of life- Their witness, based on 3 years of being with Christ, is the firm foundation on which God’s Gospel and God’s church exists, 1 Cor 3:11; Eph 2:20. The Word by which the universe was created and exists. The Word which embodies and reveals God’s being, and expresses His will, wisdom and power became human in the person of Jesus Christ, Jn 1:14. The physical reality of this registered constantly on their physical sight, hearing and touch, throughout 3 years spent with Him. They didn’t keep this wonderful news to themselves, and neither should we. Cp 2:7, 25; 3:14-18; 5:14; Jn 10:7-11; 14:5-6; 17:3, etc. 

FOR- Kai- And, indeed. This repetition emphasises that this life really was made visible to them. The life WAS MANIFESTED/appeared– Phaneroo, as in 2:19, 28; 3:2, 5, 8. 4:9; Jn 1:31; 2:11; 3:21; 17:6; 21:14; Rom 1:19; 3:21, etc. we have seen it- Perfect tense – a once and for all time, event, (Testify and proclaim are present tense – an on-going process.) and BEAR WITNESS/testify- A legal term used of the witness given in court. A solemn, formal statement for which a witness was answerable, and was well aware of the meaning of what he was saying – nothing casual about it. SHOW UNTO/proclaim to you THAT/the eternal life– Different in duration from our present life as it has no end. Different also in quality as it’s free from sin, sorrow, sickness, death. Cp 2:25; 3:15; 5:11, 13, 20. that was with the father, and WAS MANIFESTED/has appeared to us- This is God’s life, made visible to mankind in Jesus the Christ. John and his fellow disciples had the wonderful privilege of seeing it happen. This is the basis of what John is writing. The incarnation makes fellowship possible – It fulfils God’s purpose in Creation that we should be brought into family fellowship with Him as His children, in His likeness, Gen 1:26-27; Rom 8:14-32; Heb 2:6-15.

1:3-4 We DECLARE UNTO/proclaim to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us- Fellowship involves the free and happy sharing of thoughts, feelings, aims, purposes, activities, interests, work and play. And the more widely and deeply any or all of these are shared the more joy it is to all concerned. And TRULY our fellowship is with the Father, and with his son 
 Jesus Christ- The writer wants to bring them into fellowship with himself and other witnesses because that fellowship is the glorious privilege of sharing life with God, as God intended for mankind. The intended result of their proclamation, the witness, recorded in the NT, was that others could share in this life. Cp Jn 15:1-15 and the Body’s fellowship with the Head, 1 Cor 12:12; Col 1:18. 

THESE THINGS We write UNTO YOU this to make YOUR/our joy- In many Scriptures some scribes wrote YOUR, some believed the writer included himself with the readers and wrote OUR. Don’t make it a problem. John was writing to bring them joy – for YOUR joy. When they believed the truth He wrote it was a joy to them – it became OUR shared Joy. MAY BE FULL/complete- John loved writing about Joy, quoting the Lord’s words in Jn 15:11; 16:20, 22, 24. The Gospel is such good news that it’s a joy to share it with others, but our joy is complete when they believe it, and begin to share with us in the joy of knowing Jesus. John eagerly shares the Gospel truth so that hearers – guilty sinners afraid of God and facing His Judgment - had the chance to choose to come into joyful fellowship with God and the people of God. 

1:5-2: 29 God is Light & How We can Live in Fellowship with Him

(Having introduced the theme of the Epistle John expounds a core principle – That the nature of God is such that only those free of darkness can fellowship with Him. They must share His life as fellowship = sharing life, is possible only between those who have the same kind of life – a Goldfish and a Canary may have the same owner, be in the same room, but no fellowship between them is possible! And fellowship depends on a willingness to have shared interests and spend time together. 1:5 2:2 states God’s requirement for fellowship and the sinner’s response that makes this effective. 2:3-14 insists that only those who obey Christ and love one another can know Him and enjoy His fellowship. 2:15-29 warns that to do this the Christian must battle enemies – the world and False Teaching - but assures them that God’s Spirit in them will guide them safely. 

(a) 1:5-2:2. Walking in Light, Confessing Sin, Being Forgiven & Cleansed

(1:5-10, God is Light and those who share His life and fellowship walk with Him in that light. God can have no fellowship with sin, and He has provided the means by which sins can be forgiven and cleaned out of our lives. But for this to happen we must accept God’s verdict on our sinful actions, take sides with God against ourselves, confess and turn from sin. So, having put ourselves into His hands to deal with, He forgives us and mades us clean. 2:1-2, Christ the righteous One, by the work of His death and High Priestly life makes this possible. )

1:5-6 This is the message that we have heard OF/from him and declare UNTO/to you- Jesus of Nazareth was the Eternal Word, in human form, Jn 1:14. What Jesus was, said and did was God’s full and final message to mankind, Heb 1:1-3. This is what we must know, believe, and act on, in order for us to be what God created us to be, and live with Him joyfully forever. What John is writing isn’t what he himself thinks about God (Theology) or thinks about Christ, (Christology) It’s the message God gave them in all they saw, heard and touched of “Eternal Life,” 1:1-4. It’s God’s revelation of Himself and His Gospel in Christ, that John and the other Apostles were appointed and authorized to preach, and record in the NT, Mt 28:18-20; Lk 1:1-3; 9:10; Acts 1:1-9, 20-26; 2:42; 4:33; Eph 2:20; 2 Pet 3:2; Rev 21:14. 

God is light- Whatever is good, true, holy and helpful. and in him is no darkness– Whatever is evil, false, rotten and destructive. at all- Light, life, sinless righteousness are all God’s – we have them only as His gift. The Lord is associated with Light in Num 6:25; Ps 27:1; 119:105; Isa 9:2; Mic 7:8, Mt 4:16; Lk 1:79; Jn 1:4-9; 3:19-21; 8:12; 12:35-36; 2 Cor 4:4-6; 1 Tim 6:16; Jas 1:17. This is the core of John’s message. God has the quality of light. Light is his being. God functions as light. There is only light in the presence of God, and there is light nowhere else as He, and He alone, IS Light. Throughout the world Light is a used as a symbol of that which is enlightening truth. purity, good, helpful and darkness is the symbol of the opposite – the false, foul, confusing, destructive. 

   In Greek language and culture Light was associated with excellence, wisdom and spiritual things, the things of the mind and soul, while the body and physical life were seen as being evil, darkness, to be ignored. The Gnostics twisted the Gospel to fit this philosophy, claiming that living in Light in fellowship with God was a mystical experience achieved by ignoring all responsibilities in the physical sphere of life – they taught that sinful actions didn’t matter. l John states Light and Darkness as God views them and states them in the Gospel. They are ethical, matters of good/bad, right/wrong actions visible in the life of this world, and God’s life, lived by Jesus Christ  as man on earth sets the standard. Light means love, justice and kindness to one’s brother. Anything short of that is darkness, and out of fellowship with God. God made this clear in Isa 58:6-12. 

That God is light is emphatic, and it is supported by the negative – There is nothing of darkness (the realm of death, ignorance and guilty secrecy, fear, moral depravity, wilful corruption associated with Him at all. This is grand, wonderful, lovely – But only to people who want to fellowship with Him and are willing to live in the light. But God can’t change, and unless people are prepared to be transformed into His likeness by walking with Him in the light, heaven would be much more terrifying for them than hell – Look at the way beetles etc scuttle for dark to hide in when we move what they are sheltering under and let the sunlight in. Is everyone happy that God is light? Are we? Note Jn 3:16-21.

If we SAY THAT/claim- These “if we say” statements of 1:6, 8, 10, are the things the False teachers said. Confident Gnostics claimed that they hade fellowship with God and were free from sin as only spiritual offences can be sin. They said that the fact that they treated other people badly, lied to them etc didn’t matter, as Physical actions were of no spiritual consequence, whether ordinary people view them as being good or bad.” John states God’s message – The proud claims of superior knowledge are nonsense. These people are pretending they know better than God, and are contradicting what He in His Gospel says. WE/to have fellowship with him yet walk- We “walk” through life, one step at a time. To walk describes the whole pattern of the life a person lives, from cradle to grave. Every action is a step in fellowship with God taken towards His home, or in fellowship with Satan taken towards spending eternity with him. in the darkness, we lie, and do not live by the truth– God is light and truth. Anything said or done that isn’t in fellowship with Him, His will and His purposes is a Lie – it is not doing the truth. God’s children may take a false step off the well-lit path into the mud and darkness. But no child of God wants to walk there, 2:4, 11; 4:20; Jn 3:21. 

1:7 But if we walk in the light as he is in the light- God’s revelation (in the Bible) of Himself, His Character, His purposes and will for us, light up the way for us. God IS light, and this light shines out in all He does. Christ the Light of the world is revealed in the Gospel as it is proclaimed by life and lip, Phil 2:16. Those who seek the light, Jn 3:17-21, by prayer, Bible reading and Christian fellowship, increasingly see sin for the darkness it is and brings, and choose to be dead to it, and alive to God, Rom 6:9-23, by walking in the Light. Light shows up things as they are, so that we can walk safely and avoid unclean contacts, Eph 5:1-16; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. It shows up our sinful nature, 1:8, and sinful actions and as we confess and forsake these we are forgiven and cleansed and so are able to continue to walk in fellowship with God who is Light, and with all those who also are walking with Him. 

we have fellowship with one another– Walking in the light removes the barriers between Christians, as there is no barrier between God and them. To the false teacher the only fellowship that mattered was fellowship with God and oddly enough the equally self-righteous Pharisees said that putting God first was what mattered. God says that is nonsense, Isa 58:6-12; Mk 7:6-13. Both Gnostic free spirits, and Pharisee slaves to the Law were strongly self-centred in claiming special devotion to, and fellowship with God. 

and the blood of Jesus CHRIST his son CLEANSETH/purifies us– Present tense –indicating the process is still going on, as well as being an event in the past which is the basis for the ongoing cleansing. Cp Isa 1:18; 2:5; 6:5-7; Titus 2:14; Heb 9:14; 1 Pet 1:19; Rev 1:5. from all sin- All humans are rebel sinners by birth and by nature. Fellowship with God is possible for us only by the sacrificial death of Jesus our Lord and Saviour. This truth is taken up again in 1:8-2:2. Those who knew the OT Law, such as Ex 24:6-8; Lev 8:11, 19, 24, 30 were familiar with the idea of sprinkled blood removing spiritual uncleanness so that people and things could become acceptable to God. As in Heb 8-10 - where greater detail is given – The redeeming, justifying, sanctifying work of Jesus is proclaimed as the reality foreshadowed and hinted at in the OT sacrifices. 

1:8-10 If we SAY THAT/claim WE HAVE NO/to be without sin– Sin is a key word, used 27 times in 1 Jn. Cp Prov 28:13; Rom 3:10-23; Jas 3:2, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us-We are fooling ourselves and refusing to accept the uncomfortable truth that is made clear to us by God’s Word, God’s Spirit, and our own conscience. If we confess – Homologeo- To say the same. Homos- The same. Lego- To speak. our sins- Not a casual admission of wrongdoing, or a grudging admission covered with excusing or self-justification (“He hit me first.” “They told me to do it.” “The others were..”) Confessing means that we stand with God and view our actions as He views them, saying “God’s Law is right and I deserve the promised punishment.” To do this allows no room for continuing to do the wrong action, and accepts responsibility to not do it again. 

he is faithful and just- God’s glorious purposes for us are frustrated by our sinning. But God does not give up His purposes for us, because they are based on His Love for us. He is faithful and can be trusted to bring us back into fellowship with Him, and to keep working in us to do His will, Phil 2:12-13 And He will do this in a just = righteous way because all He does is righteous, Rom 3:26. And what He does is designed to produce righteousness in us. He is true to His word, and acts justly, so forgives our sins. Cp Ps 143:1-2; Jer 31:34; Heb 10:22-23. 

TO/and will forgive us our sins- Forgiving has three strands: 1, to withhold punishment, 2, to carry away or remove sins, 3, and having dealt with sin and its consequences, restore the child of God who has sinned to fellowship with Himself as if the sin had not been, Ps 103:10-18; Mic 7:18-19; Zech 13:1. Cp Lk 15:18-24. and TO CLEANSE/purify us from all unrighteousness- God not only removes what is wrong, He removes the defiling effect of the sin from us and the effect it had on our relationship with Him. This is possible only when on our side we have taken our stand with Him in regard to the wrong action. And wanted it to be removed, and not repeated – This is the attitude of a cat that’s been removed from muck and mire, not the attitude of a pig, 2 Pet 2:20-22. Cp Ps 32:5; Prov 28:13; Titus 2:14. 

If we SAY/claim that we have not sinned, 
 we make him out to be a liar– We are not only telling a lie, 1:6, deceiving ourselves and rejecting God’s truth, 1:8, we are calling God a liar, because He says we are all sinners, Rom 3:23. Anyone who refuses to accept this verdict of God, no matter on what grounds - Logic, Moral, Spiritual – automatically cuts Himself off from the wonderful provision of God’s Grace in Christ, Rom 3:24. and his word IS NOT IN US/has no place in our lives- God’s truth stated throughout the Bible, and especially God’s full and final message, Heb 1:1-3, Christ and His Gospel, has no m place in our hearts.  

2:1-2 My LITTLE/dear children- Affectionate diminutive. Dear children, as the Greek expresses intimacy rather than age. As in 2:12, 13, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21. Cp Gal 4:19; 1 Th 2:7-8; 1 Tim 1:2. “Children” in relation to the writer because He has known Christ longer than they have, and some of them may have received Christ and been born into God’s family through John bringing them the Gospel. THESE THINGS I write this– As in 2:7, 12-14, 21, 26; 5:13. He’s not saying anything out of step with his fellow witnesses “we” in 1:1-4, but is expressing personal concern for people he knows personally and whose needs he is concerned to meet. There is a rightful place for personal convictions and priorities within the general revelation of God’s will in His Word. THAT you SIN NOT/will not sin.

But if ANY MAN/anybody SINS/does sin- It is a regrettable possibility for all of us Christians, God’s children. We must never view sinning lightly, or accept it as normal. It’s something we need to be continually seeking God’s help in avoiding. Paying attention to what God’s Word says about any sin, seeking to claim God’s attitude towards it, is a help. And, in my experience, putting things right, or apologisng for unloving things said to others, is so humiliating that it makes avoiding repetition easier. we have AN ADVOCATE/one who speaks to the Father in our defence- Parakletos- One who comes alongside to give needed help, Comforter, etc, Ps 23:4; Jn 13:10; 14:16; 15:26; Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25; 9:24. This, and the work that our High Priest, does for us, on the basis of the eternally effective sacrifice of Himself, Heb 2:17-18; 4:12-16, restores us to fellowship.

Jesus Christ the Righteous 
 One- That He is righteous guards against any idea that because sin can be forgiven and cleansed it doesn’t matter much if we sin. That He is righteous assures us of His effectiveness as our advocate - High Priest. On our behalf He approaches God in righteousness, and there is a righteous basis for His plea for our forgiveness - He Himself has already borne the judgment on, and paid the penalty for, that sin. Cp Jn 9:31; Jas 5:16.

He- Emphatic, meaning this Righteous One, and He alone, is the PROPITIATION/ atoning sacrifice- Hilasmos- Act of expiation. The LXX uses it of the sin offering, or atoning sacrifice, as in Ezek 44:27. Cp Num 5:8. So Jesus Christ is the sin offering that causes our sins to be expiated and restores us to fellowship with God that we had broken by our act of sin. In the LXX Hilasterion  is the Mercy Seat where blood was sprinkled, on the Day of Atonement. Israelites who were sorry for sinning were then accepted by God as His people, their sins having been dealt with, Lev 16. for our sins- He is the One who took God’s wrath against our sin upon Himself completely, and brought is into fellowship with God. He himself is the remedy for the defilement of our sin and the separation from God that results, 1:7; 2:2 4:10. God’s holiness, righteousness and love can have no fellowship with sin, and the Judge of all the earth must ensure that justice is done. 

not only for ours, but also for the sins of the whole world- Kosmos- World. God in righteous Love, 4:10; Jn 3:16, provided that His Son should take man’s place, and be the sacrificial lamb, taking away the sin, and sins, of the world, Jn 1:29; Rom 3:23-26; 8: 19-25; Heb 2:17. Christ has taken on Himself all the sin of everyone who has ever lived, and its penalty. This is effective in every individual who is willing for Him to do that. Those who prefer sinning to Christ miss out. In a world facing judgment, there’s room in Christ our “ark” for all who will come.

(b) 2:3-14 Those who Know God, Obey Christ & Love each other 

(As with 1:5-2:2, the first verse states the theme – to know God is to follow His commandments. In 2:3-11 he quotes the false teachers as “He who says…” and refutes them by pointing out what the Lord says. In 2:12-14 he addresses the true believers. He assures them that he is writing because he has confidence in the reality of their response to the Gospel. He is strengthening their memories of the Gospel, commitment to it, and enjoyment of its blessings. And sharpening their awareness of the error and folly of those who oppose it.)

2:3 HEREBY- En Toutoi- In this, as in 3:19, 24; 4:2, 13; Jn 13:35. DO We know- Ginosko that we have come to know 
- Ginosko- Personal, fellowship knowledge. It involves sharing interests, beliefs, convictions, preferences, priorities, goals, feelings, etc. A life-style sharing thing. Cp Jer 31:31-34. him if we KEEP/obey- To keep His Commands is to guard them, not let them go, value them, live by them intelligently by keeping them in mind constantly, not losing them by forgetting, letting our lives slip away from them, Heb 2:1-4. his COMMANDMENTS/commands- Knowledge of God and of Christ comes to us from what He has chosen to reveal in His Word, the Bible. We can know, and be assured that we know Him, only by believing what He has written for us and responding in faith to what we read. We’ll really know Him – the real Him - if we do what He has told us to do, as it’s the only way our being God’s children can be demonstrated and experienced convincingly. If God had said He had made us a bird or a fish, it too would seem unreal until we tried out behaving like one. Not ignoring God’s OT commandments, and not viewing them as the Pharisees viewed them, tithing mint, etc., but as re-focussed in the Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ, Love God. Love neighbour, Mt 22:36-40. Cp Jn  15:12-17. To know Him is to love Him. To love Him is to obey Him, for knowing Him in any real sense involves awareness of the love which prompted His commands. When we try to live to please our Lord by doing what His Word tells us, assurance of the reality of His presence and salvation grows in us, 2 Pet 1:3-11. 

2:4-6 HE THAT SAITH/The man who says “I know him,” but does not do what he commands, is a liar, and the truth is not in him- He says he knows Christ the Saviour and Lord, but the way he is living makes it clear that he’s telling lies. Our Lord said this. Mt 7:15-27. Cp 1:6, 8; 3:6; 4:7-8; Titus 1:10. But WHOSO/if anyone KEEPETH/obeys his word, IN HIM God’s love 
- Agape is PERFECTED/made complete– Teleioo- Completed, fulfilled its purpose. Reached its intended end. in him- Whoever trusts and obeys the Lord and His word, allows God’s Love to do its work in him fully. It produces in him an increasing measure of mature likeness to Christ. God’s love has come to perfection – it has accomplished its purpose, brought him to maturity. HEREBY/This is how we know we are in him– By doing what Our Lord in His love for us has told us to do, we let God’s Love transform our lives and enlarge our fellowship with Him into greater mutual enjoyment. That enables us to live confidently in the present, and be confident of the future, 2:28. Cp 2 Pet 1-11.

HE THAT SAITH HE ABIDETH/Whoever claims to live in him- One of John’s typical expressions. It’s used of a man remaining in Christ, and of the Gospel truth, and God, remaining in a man,  2:24, 27, 28; 3:6, 24; 4:13, 16; Jn 15:1-10. OUGHT– Opheilo– To owe a debt. HIMSELF SO TO/must walk- As in 1:6. as HE WALKED/Jesus did– As The Lord Himself said, Mt 7:21-27, if we say we belong to Him, we must build our lives in fellowship with Him by doing what He says. Here John says that to live as the Lord Jesus lived, to follow His example and not be content unless we are doing what pleases Him, is a debt we owe to Him. This means we have the same priorities – loving concern for people’s salvation, Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8, and in a general sense the welfare of everyone we meet, Mt 5:16. Cp Jn 13:15. (This makes good sense - To claim to be a vegetarian, animal lover, music enthusiast etc is obviously nonsense unless we live according to what we’re claiming to be.)

2:7-8 BRETHREN/Dear friends– Agapetos- Those loved with unselfish Agape love as in 3:2, 21; 4:1, 7, 11; Heb 6:9, etc. I am not writing you a new COMMANMENT/ command, but an old one, which you have had– Imperfect tense, so meaning that you have been having it since the beginning– The false prophets were claiming they were obeying new, improved teachings from God that lifted them above the level of other Christians. As always, the so-called “New” revelations, were in fact darkness, not further light from God. Drifting from Gospel truth, Heb 2:1-4, or first love, happens all too easily. Whether it is buried in good works, Rev 2:1-5, or in the self-centred imagined spiritual superiority of false prophets, 4:1, it is a tragedy and the person’s own fault. John has been emphasizing that the only genuine revelation of God and His will is the original Gospel that God gave in Christ and through the Holy Spirit, Jn 13:34; Heb 1:1-3; Jude 3, etc. THE/this old command– Lev 19:18, quoted by the Lord, Mt 22:36-40, and enlarged in Jn 15:9-17. is the WORD/message WHICH you have heard- Aorist tense, meaning that the Gospel message is a complete and completed  unit. It can’t be added to, but continues unchanged and it continues to have the effect God purposed for it. From the beginning.
AGAIN/Yet I am writing you a new– Kainos– New and different, new in quality. There is a new quality given to the old commandments that fits the new– Kainos covenant, Rom 8:1-16; 2 Cor 3:3-18, etc. 
 COMMANDMENT/command, WHICH THING IS TRUE/its truth is seen in him and you- Christ in His life, actions, etc displayed the Light of God’s Love for people perfectly 1:5-7; Jn 3:19, etc. The life and actions of Christians also display the light, although less than perfectly. Our display of that light needs to grow as our goal is to have God’s love perfected in us, 2:5. because the darkness is passing and the true light– These words (true light) are used only here and in Jn 1:9. They refer to the Gospel light shining from Christ, Jn 8:12. NOW SHINETH/is already shining- The Lord’s command to love one another and show it in practical ways, given before His death, still stands. But has a wider, fuller meaning, brought into a sharper focus by the facts of His death, resurrection and ascension, the descent of the Holy Spirit, formation of the Church. It now carries new weight and clarity as circumstances have changed as a result of what God’s Love is accomplishing. Jewish rejection of Christ, and persecution of the church, led to special responsibilities to fellow church members. John’s letter is a fresh presentation (under new circumstances) of the eternal principle of love, without which, life, light, and being freed from sin, are impossible. The darkness is in the process of passing away, as in obedience to the Lord, in fellowship with Him, Mt 28:18-20; Jn 12:32; Acts 1:8, the Gospel Light spreads and changes more and more lives. Cp Jn 8:12; Eph 5:8-14; Col 1:12-14; 1 Th 5:4-8.

2:9-11 HE THAT SAITH/Anyone who claims to be in the light– Says he is living in the Light and hates– The opposite of loves. In the Bible the normal meaning of the words Hatred and Love is that of moral qualities, attitudes that result in actions, rather than emotional feelings, 2:11; 3:10, 15, 16; 4:20. God never commanded Jews to feel love for their neighbour, or Christians to feel love for their brother or their enemy. But in fellowship with God we are to think, pray, and act towards them in fellowship with God and His Love for them. Hate is a neglecting of love, helpfulness and self-sacrifice. his brother- Brother was used by Greeks as well as Jews, of members of one’s racial, religious, or cultural group. Here it means fellow Christian – those who, like oneself, are born of God by the Gospel, Jn 1:12-13. As with “Neighbour,” Lk 10:27-39, the fact that God in Grace has made us His children means that He calls us to have the same attitude to everybody which He has, Mt 5:16, 44-45. Is still in darkness 
 EVEN UNTO NOW- The Gospel Light has come into the world and is now shining – but not in this man, Jn 3:19. He is choosing to live in the darkness of not loving his brother. He needs to obey 1:5-10. 

Whoever loves his brother- John spells out the standard by which Christians can know that they are walking in the light, 1:5-7. Love is a personal and interpersonal thing – God loving people, their loving God, and as a result loving their fellow men/brothers, 2:10; 3:1–3, 10-19; 4:7-21, etc. ABIDETH/lives in the light– Is in and continues to be in the light. Cp abides in Love – to love and go on loving, 4:16, and to abide in the doctrine – keep living in and by it, 2 Jn 4, and there is NO OCCASION OF STUMBLING/nothing in him to make him stumble–As the light shows the way to him he will see anything that could trip up, (or trap him, Jas 1:13-14) and not fall. By not falling over obstacles he doesn’t become something others stumble over. When Christians claim to have received new light that makes them better pleasing to God – more accurate doctrine, spiritual experiences, more God-honouring ways of doing things etc - that challenges us to join them in it. This says, unless the change makes them more loving, don’t copy them. Cp, Jn 11:9-10. Rom 14:13; 1 Cor 8:13.  

But HE THAT HATETH/whoever hates his brother is in the darkness, and WALKETH/walks around in the darkness AND KNOWETH/he does not know– Eido- To know with the mind, see, understand, God loves everyone, and especially His children. If we hate one of them we are shutting out God, and God’s light, as well as His love. Our refusal to share in God’s love for them leaves us blind to the situation, and bound to stumble. WHITHER/where he is going because the darkness has blinded HIS EYES/him– In general people who give up the original Gospel are stumbling around in the dark because they are ignoring the light. John’s specific point is that the fact that they are failing to live in loving fellowship with God’s children proves they are doing this. Divisiveness is a proof that people are blinded by the “Light” they are claiming, OR that it is a false light. The Gospel light God has given produces fellowship between all those born of God, 1:5-6; 2:9-10; 3:14; 4:7-12, 20; 5:1-3; Jn 12:35; 2 Cor 4:4-6; 2 Pet 1:9.

2:12-14 (I’ve put the pairs of statements together.) I write to you dear children- In 2:1 and here this means the whole congregation, as we are all God’s children, but here the wording suggests levels of maturity. Whether a recently converted child of God is 8 yrs old or 80, they are a recently born “baby in Christ,” And two wonderful things are already true of them. your sins have been forgiven YOU FOR HIS NAME’S SAKE/on account of his name – His name is Jesus, Saviour, Mt 1:21. They have believed this and received Him, and true to His name He has forgiven their sins and they now belong to God’s people, 2:1; Acts 13:38-39; 1 Cor 6:11; Eph 2:8-22. you have known the Father– A baby is not alive for long before it begins to know, recognise and appreciate its mother, and if its father takes a close interest in the baby it soon knows him too, long before it knows, understands anything else. All God’s children have their sins forgiven, and know God, Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6, and instinctively turn to Him in their need. People who don’t do that, aren’t His.
I write to you fathers- Older Christians who have grown old in the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, or have “fathered” converts. because you have known- Ginosko. him who is from the beginning– Older Believers should be aware of God’s eternal purposes of Grace, Eph 1:3-23, etc. When John wrote there were also a few elderly saints whose knowledge of God in Christ went back to Acts 2.

I write to you young men- Those who have outgrown childhood and adolescence and become strong, vigorous adult Christians taking up the challenge of being what, in Christ they want to be in life. Because you have overcome- As in 2:14; 4:4; 5:4. the WICKED/evil one- Satan the source and centre of evil, 2:14; 3:12; 5:18-19. Christ on the Cross won this victory, Col 2:12-15. But John and other NT writers make it clear that all Christians must take up the struggle against evil. And if we are to win we must do so on the terms that God offers. And this will continue as long as we live in these bodies, 
 4:4; 5:4-5; Rom 12:1-21; Eph 6:10-18; 1 Tim 3:6-8; 4:1-6; 2 Tim 4:7, etc. I write to you young men because you are strong And the word of God ABIDETH/lives in you- This is the reason for their strength. God’s word is in their heart, and continues to be there. At the centre of their being they are committed to God’s Word, valuing it and responding positively to what it says. As a result of trusting and obeying God’s Word. you have overcome the WICKED/evil- 5:4-5; Jn 15:10; Col 3:16-17. 

(c) 2:15-29 Enemies– World & False Teachers. Defence- God’s Spirit in Us

2:15-17 Do not love the world- Kosmos- The orderly organised universe of creation Acts 17:24. But more often, as here, the human world organised in opposition to God. NEITHER THE THINGS THAT ARE/or anything in the world– JB Phillips puts this well “Never give your heart to this world or any of the things in it.. the primitive desires.. greedy ambitions.. the glamour of all they think splendid.” Cp Lk 11:43. This “world” is all the people and influences which are enemies of God and opposed to His glorious loving purposes for us. So it’s actively opposed to all Believers, eager to trip them up, turn them aside, and nullify God’s work of grace in them, 2:15-17; 3:1, 13; 4:4-8; 5:4-19. Each Christian must be constantly resisting this “world,” choosing against it, refusing to listen to or be friendly with it. The False Teachers are part of this, so don’t greet them! 2 Jn 10-11. Cp Jn 1:10; Rom 12:2; Jas 1:27; 4:4.

If ANY MAN/anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him– God’s love, and all His love has provided to save sinners and bless them with fulfilling sonship, is missing. And so for him the miracle of loving God in happy fellowship is also impossible. Anyone who loves what the world offers, so that it comes first in his life, cannot be loving God, Mt 6:24-33. Cp Col 3:1-17. For ALL THAT IS/ everything in the world– Everything the world offers people or can possibly give them. the LUST/cravings– Epithumia– Strong desires. of the FLESH/sinful man- The desire for food and sexual fulfillment is God-ordained, good, and to be enjoyed with thankfulness to Him, Eph 5:28-29. 1 Tim 4:1-6. But because Adam rebelled, and we were all born with his fallen nature, all our natural desires are flawed with selfishness, and often perverted from God’s intention. To fulfil the purposes His love created them for we must surrender ourselves to Him. Seek first His Kingdom, and instead of setting our hearts on selfish fulfillment, look to Him to add to our lives all that He sees we need, Mt 6:33. Cp Rom 8:5; 12:1-2; Gal 5:16-24.

the lust- Epithumia- of his eyes– The things people want to own and have the satisfaction of looking at. The visible indications of success and comfort. and the PRIDE OF LIFE/boasting of what he has and does– Alazonia- Self-confidence, boasting, pride, brashness, as in Rom 1:30; 2 Tim 3:2; Jas 4:16. The pride that says “Look at Me – how wonderfully clever and successful I am.” Knox translates this as “the empty pomp of living.” Cp Prov 27:20; Rom 13:14; Eph 2:3; 1 Pet 2:11. comes not OF/from the Father, but OF/from the world- The source from which these three come isn’t God, through Creation, although all in them that is really good comes from God’s Creation. They are from the World which Satan has organised around the rebellious pride and self-pleasing involved in Adam’s disobedience, 5:19.

The world and its LUSTS/desires pass away– This gives the second reason for not committing ourselves to the world, its pleasures and priorities. Christians are God’s children, and He has filled our hands with good, useful and glorious things. The world offers us cheap trash that looks attractive, hoping we’ll be like silly children who drop the valuable things to snatch flimsy toys and play with them, as Demas, 2 Tim 4:10, and those in Phil 3:18-21 did. Even the best things we can enjoy in this world last only a few brief years. And unless received from the Lord’s hands and enjoyed in fellowship with Him have no eternal value, Ecc 1:1-2:19; Mk 3:35; 1 Cor 7:31. but HE THAT DOETH/the man who does the will- Thelema- To wish, choose. It’s not just that we are to do what the Lord has commanded us. In response to His love for us which we are enjoying living in, we delight in doing things which will bring pleasure to Him who loves us, Phil 2:12-13. of God ABIDETH/lives forever– Nothing this world can give is lasting. In fact all that is left the day after it’s “Parties” is the hangover! Cp Prov 14:13; Jas 1:25. Everything experienced in fellowship with God is fulfilling His eternal purposes. And contributing to His eternal joy in the work of His hands – us, and our joy in Him, and in His joy in our joy. What can any good child enjoy more than knowing their parents joy in them! What greater joy can a husband or wife have than knowing their partners joy in them. 

2:18-19 LITTLE/Dear children, this is the last– Last because it commenced with God’s full and final intervention in this world in Christ, Heb 1:1-3; The fulfilment of all the as yet unfulfilled prophecies and promises made in the OT and NT – Restoration of Israel, Millenium, Final Judgment, etc - were provided for in Christ, and will be fulfilled by Christ as outworkings of His Cross. Jn 5:21-27; 6:39-40; Acts 2:17; Col 1:19-20; 2 Tim 3:1; 1 Pet 1:20. TIME/hour– The words often mean the crisis point as they do here. Now that 2000 have passed John’s words may seem odd to us. They should not, as through all the years since this was written the challenge that the Lord might return soon has been a useful measuring stick by which we can judge the profitability of any course of action. There is always an urgent the need for the Christian to be alert, 2:22; 4:1, 3; Mt 24:4-5, 23-24; 25:13; Mk 13:22; 6:39f, 44, 54; Acts 217; Rom 13:11-12; 1 Tim 4:1; Heb 10:23-25; 1 Pet 4:7. 

as you have heard, antichrist– The Enemy of Christ, the False Christ. This name is used only in 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 Jn 7. It reminds us that Christ is God’s man, who came in the Father’s name. Antichrist is the Devil’s man and masterpiece. He will usurp Christ’s place by claiming to be God’s Answer to the world’s need –its Saviour! Other aspects of this man’s evil character are declared by the other names used of him – Man of Sin, Beast, etc, in 2 Th 2:1-12; Rev 13:1, etc WILL COME/is coming, even now THERE ARE many antichrists have come- THE Antichrist is a unique figure who will come as Satan brings his evil work to perfection and it all crashes at the feet of the Lord of Glory when He returns to enforce the triumph of Calvary, Dan 2:34; Rev 19:11; 20:11-15; 21:1-22:21. 

   But there are many people in all ages who function in a similar, but lesser way, to parody, compromise and hinder the work of God and Christ. They show in small ways the nature and character of the man who will be the final and fully developed human opposition to God. But in every age, every child of God, is to fight his little battles for his Lord. Fight against the many little antichrists Satan raises up to corrupt His church, and frustrate His work in it and through it by witnessing to Christ, speaking the truth of the Gospel and so countering the Devil’s lies. HEREBY/This is how we know- Ginosko– Know by fellowshipping with Christ in His Word. Not calculate in our minds. it is the last TIME/hour- The character of the opposition to the Gospel is what is appropriate to this final age. Christ has come and transformed the world situation through the seed he has sown, but His enemy continues to fight desperately against Christ by sowing evil seed, Mt 13:24-30. The slackness of the Lord’s servants (They were asleep) permits this, and their attempts to get rid of the evil crop risk doing more harm than good:

They went out from us, but they WERE NOT OF/did not really belong to us.. would have remained with us– Cp Mt 7:15-27; 2 Pet 2:19-22..They went out of the company of the Lord’s people because in spite of their talking about God and Jesus Christ they weren’t in fellowship with the Lord in the truth and light 1:5, love, and joy of His Gospel. 
 It’s always a joy to see a crop springing up from the sowing of Gospel seed. Welcoming them into church fellowship greatly encourages us and we should do all we can to strengthen any work God has done in them, Acts 2:42-47; 11:22-24; 14:21-23; 20:26-36; Rom 14:1; 1 Cor 3:1-16; 1 Th 5:14-24. But many of them will drop out. That is always distressing, but we must continue to preach God’s Gospel as John, Peter, Stephen, Phillip, James, Jude and Paul did – The form of words they used varied according to the understanding God had given each, and the nature of their audience. (See notes in Epistle of James, Introduction.) 

2:20-21 But you have an UNCTION/anointing- Charisma from the Holy One Cp 2:27. In the OT oil was poured on men’s heads to mark them as appointed and enabled by God to do the work to which He had appointed them, Ex 29:7; 30:25-33. This was also said to be God’s Spirit coming upon them, Ex 28:3; Num 11:16-17. In the NT there is no record of Christ being anointed with oil but He was anointed by the Holy Spirit, Lk 4:18; Acts 4:27; 10:38; Heb 1:9, as were His followers, 2:20, 27; 2 Cor 1:21. (People being anointed with oil is associated with restoration of health – Good Samaritan, Jas 5:14.) 

and KNOW all THINGS/the truth– Eido Pas. Eido To know with the mind, understand. Pas- All. So it may mean either “You understand all,” or “all of you understand.” 
 None of us knows everything/ all of God’s will, but we all know everything we need to know in order to live in fellowship with Him. God the Holy Spirit indwelling us leads us into all truth, Jn 14:26; 1 Cor 2:12-16. Cp Eph 1:13, and makes us realise the falsity of false teaching. The Spirit inspired written Word, 2 Pet 1:20-21, is the standard by which any teaching is to be judged, 4:1-6. Note the parallel statements about the Spirit and the Word in Eph 5:18-20; Col 3:16. 

I HAVE/do NOT WRITTEN/write to you because you do not know the truth- John has just reminded them that all of them have direct access to God, and all His truth. He, and all God’s witnesses, servants and teachers are responsible to pass on to others all the truth God has given them. That makes them a blessing to their hearers, but there is always a danger that people will rely on God’s servant to tell them what to believe and what to do. Unless God’s servants firmly discourage this, as Paul did, 1 Cor 1:12:15; 2 Cor 3: 1-16, they will become sources of division, and do more harm than good, as Diotrophes did, 3 Jn.

But because you do know it- John writes to them confidently as they have already accepted the Gospel revelation witnessed to by the Apostles, etc that make up our NT, 1:1-4; Eph 2:20. and THAT/because no lie IS OF/comes from the truth- The core of the Gospel is that there is no darkness or deceit in God, 1:5. When anyone taught them that Jesus wasn’t God, or wasn’t man, or that sinning didn’t matter, that would sound warning bells to even the youngest true Christian. 
 Always we need to turn to the Lord in prayer asking wisdom, and to Scripture to read again what it says, and confirm the new teaching, Acts 17:11; 1 Th 5:19-21. 

2:22-25 Who is A/the liar? BUT/he is the man THAT DENIETH/who denies that Jesus is the Christ- Christ Jesus the Lord, His Person and Work, are central to God’s glorious purposes of Grace. And the truth about Him is central to the Gospel that proclaims it. So naturally central to all the enemies lying attacks is denying, discrediting, diminishing, and spreading doubts about all aspects of that Truth, 2:18; 4:3; Mt 24:5, 24; 2 Jn 7. HE/Such a man is the antichrist – he denies the Father and the Son- In at least two senses. Unless there is a Son, there is no Father. As the Father proclaimed that Jesus was His Son, any denial of that fact is denying the Father’s statement and so, denying the Father. The Deity and Humanity of Christ is basic, and whoever denies them is the enemy of God. Unitarians, Jehovah’s Witnesses etc, claim to be honouring the Father by denying that Jesus Christ is God. The only way to honour God is by believing what He sys and acting on it. The False teachers probably claimed to have superior spiritual fellowship with the Father, uncontaminated by the physical world The Father isn’t an aloof God. He moulded Adam out of the material world and personally breathed his life into Him. God has never stopped being concerned about human welfare, and even in a fallen world still finds pleasure, Prov 8:31, as well as pain, Isa 63:9. The Father looked on His Son as He lived the life of a godly poor man and was pleased with Him, Mt 3:17.

WHOEVER/No one who denies the Son, THE SAME HATH NOT/has the Father- Because the Son is the only way to the Father, Jn 14:6. As the Father is revealed in the Son, Jn 1:14; 14:8-11; Heb 1:1-3, those who deny the Son cannot have the Father, know Him, be in fellowship with Him as His child. They can’t have any share in His purposes and blessings, as all centre in the Son. HE THAT/whoever acknowledges the Son, has the Father also- It is only by accepting Jesus Christ, who became part of this physical world as a human being. And it’s only through the Son’s working in this physical world that anyone – as redeemed and saved sinners - can come to know and have fellowship with God, 4:2, 15; 5:1, 2; Jn 8:19; 14:6; 16:3; 17:3.

LET THAT THEREFORE ABIDE IN YOU WHICH/See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you- Let it sink into your life, and mould your life as your new life grows from it. Beginning right on the correct doctrine is the essential foundation on which to live and build. Safe, foundations and a growing understanding of God’s truth is essential. But it’s only a start – it’s no place for us to live in with . So above all else we must DO what we know, Mt 7:24-27; Phil 4:5-9. 

IF THAT WHICH YE HAVE HEARD– Aorist tense, the process has been completed, and is regarded as a whole. Nothing more is needed or will be supplied. It’s God’s only Gospel, Gal 1:6-10. FROM THE BEGINNING SHALL/it does, you also will CONTINUE WITH/remain in the Son and in the Father- Repetition with a change in word order, gives stronger effect. and this is THE PROMISE THAT/what he promised us – even eternal life– It is only by the Gospel, as proclaimed by His authorized witnesses, that God can be known and His life enjoyed as we share our life with Him, 1:1-5. Other messages may claim to be based on improved understandings of God’s Word. They may promise wonderful things, but they are “dud” cheques – God hasn’t written them and He has no account on which they can be cashed! Cp contrasts in 3:21-22; 5:14-15; Jn 15:7-8; Jer 6:14; Ezek 13:16.

26-27 THESE THINGS HAVE I WRITTEN/I am writing these things to you CONCERNING/about those THAT SEDUCE/who are trying to lead you astray- Planao- Present tense – an ongoing process aimed at turning them from God’s truthful, fruitful word, into barren error and from light into darkness, etc. The false teachers, “antichrists,” were trying to do this by offering a misleading, distorted Gospel. BUT/As for you, the anointing WHICH YE/that you HAVE received is - Aorist tense – a completed action with ongoing effect. OF/from him ABIDETH/ remains in you, and you NEED NOT THAT ANY MAN/do not need anyone to teach you– You have no need another teacher with a message that was different from the original one. The way this sentence begins emphasises the contrast between “You” and “those who try to deceive you.” The deceivers are themselves deceived, 2 Tim 3:13 - a pitiable state. If we are deceived by them, ours is a guilty state because we are failing to respond to the Spirit of God who teaches us through the Scriptures He has inspired, Jn 14:26; 2 Pet 1:20-21. And who confirms to us teaching received through Teachers He has gifted and taught to fit them for the building up of the Body of Christ and its individual members, Eph 4:11-14; 1 Cor 12:7-8; 28. 

   Those who know God’s truth must teach it, Mt 28:20; Col 3:16; 1 Tim 4:11; 2 Tim 2:2, 23-24. The shepherds must feed the flock of God, Acts 20:26-28, and work at it, 1 Tim 5:17, and we must gather to listen to them, Heb 10:23-25, testing for helpful truths, 1 Th 5:19-21. So-called “special” Revelations and “mystical” Interpretations are fanciful, irrational and no help to daily living – they lead us away from our looking to Christ, Heb 12:2, and away from our trusting and obeying His commands. The Bible promises that the Spirit will illuminate the Scriptures so that they will make more sense to us, and guide us rationally to ways in which they fit the needs of our daily lives 2:20; Jn 14:16-18, 26; Rom 8:1-16 1 Cor 2:12; 1 Th 4:9.

but as THAT/his anointing teaches you- Present tense. The teaching is an ongoing process. To listen to the teaching of false prophets cuts one off from the ongoing teaching of God’s Word and His Spirit that God has provided. This is a double loss replacing what is good, and of God, 2 Tim 3:1-17, with what is bad, destructive, and of the Devil. OF all things- It’s because He teaches all, that we know all, 2:20. This makes it clear that all believers, whatever their current knowledge of God’s Word and God’s will, have available to them all that they need to know to fellowship with Him, or have it accessible to them by the Spirit’s enlightening as they search the Scriptures with a willingness to know and do His will, Jn 7: 17; Acts 17:11; 2 Tim 3:16.-17 

that anointing is TRUTH/real, and IS NO LIE/not counterfeit AND EVEN/just as it has taught you, YOU SHALL ABIDE/remain in him- The promised “Anointing” with the Holy Spirit, Jn 14:15-18, 26; 16:12-15; Acts 1:8; will do what God promised permanently, persistently, and fully. God’s provision is designed to meet all our spiritual needs, and is perfected to God’s standards to fulfil His purposes. So we can rely on it to be effective in fulfilling God’s purposes for us. All we need to do is to trust and obey, 2:24, 27; 3:21; 4:17. 

2:28-29 And now- Meaning, as things stand, in view of the truths stated. LITTLE/dear children- Affectionate encouragement. ABIDE/continue in him- John now adds another good reason for our continuing to live in fellowship with Christ day by day – at any moment our waiting and working during the “Last hour” may be over in the Lord’s triumphant return, 2:1; 3:2, 21; 4:7; 5:14; Mk 8:38; Lk 17:26-30; Eph 3:12; Col 3:4; 1 Th 2:19. so that when he SHALL APPEAR/appears- That He will come is certain, Acts 1:9-11, but the time is unknown, Acts 1:6-7. we may be confident and NOT BE ASHAMED/unashamed before him at his coming- A friend had room in their car for our parents to go with them on Sunday morning and we children were left to get dinner ready. If we’d done what we should we greeted them with delight, proud for them to see what we’d done. If, through our laziness, quarrelling or carelessness, the dinner was not ready, or burnt, we were ashamed and miserable. That’s the contrast here. Living in His love in happy obedient fellowship with Him, is always rewarding. It will also mean that His coming will be a delight. It will not bring us shame as it did to the servant who hid his talent, Lk 19:20-24. Paul wrote of what was involved in abiding in Christ in 2 Cor 5:9-11; Phil 2:14-16; 1 Th 2:18-20.

If you know– Eido- To understand with the mind. This is a positive fact clearly understood by a rational mind. that he is righteous– 2:1; 3:7, 10, you know– Ginosko- It’s a matter of fellowship knowledge, not merely of logic. You know Christ personally and your experience of Him confirms that what Scripture says of Him being righteous is true. Therefore we can be sure that if someone is following Him will be like Him – righteous, 3:7, 9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18; Jn 1:13; 3 Jn 11. that everyone that DOETH RIGHTEOUSNESS/does what is right has been born of him– Gennao- Used generally of a man fathering a child as in Mt 1:2-16, but sometimes of a woman giving birth to a child as in Lk 1:13, 57. The wonder of God’s love for us is seen in that while He might have saved us sinful rebels in some other way, He chose for us the glory of becoming His children. In God’s order, like begets like - Cats have kittens, dogs have pups, and those born of the Righteous Christ, 2:1, are righteous 
 – They live lives that are clearly more righteous than the unsaved. That someone is a Child of God is to be seen in that the life they live is visibly like that of His Son. That was His purpose in saving us, 2:6 Rom 8:29; Heb 2:10-18. 

3:1-24 We’re Born of God’s Love & How we live in His Fellowship

(In 2:3-29 John wrote of our privileges and responsibilities as God’s children, in 3:1-24 he writes of this in greater detail. Cp Jn 15:1-15. (He also wrote of the enemies who oppose us, and this will be dealt with in Ch.4.) To enter fully into what God’s grace has provided will protect us. John’s words are a direct challenge to all those who – like the Gnostics – claim a “superior spirituality” but fail to obey the obvious meanings of what the Lord has taught, Mt 7:12-27, etc. The more subtle resistance comes from those of us who - faced with John’s sweeping statements – God’s children don’t sin, sinning is being the Devil’s child, etc waste our time quibbling over apparent exceptions, and what the words mean. But it’s having lived the obvious truth of what John wrote that will be joy to us when we face our Lord, 2:28; 2 Cor 5:10, not our success at dotting the “i” s and crossing the “t”s of correct doctrine. )

3:1-3.Christians are Children of God. 

(In His amazing love for us God has given us this glorious privilege. We need to appreciate this, and set ourselves to living the kind of life He’s given us.) 

3:1-3 BEHOLD- Make the effort to set your minds to understand that. Open your minds to the fact. Let it determine the way you think about everything as it is the basic reality of the life of a Christian. WHAT MANNER OF/How great- An expression of amazement, questioning something not understood, that’s beyond explanation or comprehension. Cp Manna? Ex 16:15. the Father has BESTOWED UPON/lavished on us, that we should be called the SONS/children- Teknon- Born ones. 
 From Tikto- To bear. The word emphasises our intimate relationship with God, and that He is the source of our life. Jn 1:12-13, not our age or maturity. By His grace we will never cease to be His children. of God– As in 2:28; 3:1, 2, 10; 5:2; Jn 1:12-13; 11:52. 

and that is what we are- God calling us His children isn’t a matter of kindly pretense. The glorious reality is that He has made us His children by placing His life and nature in us, 5:18; 2 Pet 1:3-4, and placed us in His family and family care.

THEREFORE/The reason why the world does not know– Ginosko- Does not recognise, want to know us or fellowship with us, is that it did not know– Ginosko, him- Jn 1:10. The normal expectation is that likeness to parents will be seen in their children. Their home and family training should make them like their parents in character, behaviour etc. All that God’s children do because He is their Father, will annoy and be resented by those who hated the One who lived perfectly as the Father’s Son, Jn 15:18-27. But, as with our Lord, we can expect that individuals in need will come to us and be willing to be befriended and helped. The world is in rebellion against God, and directed by Satan its “prince,” Jn 14:30; 16:11, and “God” 2 Cor 4:4, God’s obedient children can’t expect to be always popular, 2 Tim 3:12. 

BELOVED/Dear friends– Agapetos- Those loved with Agape love. now we are SONS/children of God and IT DOTH NOT/what we will be has not yet APPEAR/been made known– God hasn’t revealed it yet, and in our present state it’s impossible for us to understand what we will be like. All God can give us are hints which we can only partially understand - no sickness, sorrow or dying, sounds good to everyone. No sin, is more challenging - It’s not easy for even good people to be enthusiastic about fellowshipping with people whose ideas, tastes, character and culture they’ve instinctively despised and avoided all their lives. That we are born of God is the present reality. But we are not yet adults. In fact the only adult of the species to which we belong – the species of the sons of God - is the Lord Jesus Himself. God in His Word gives us an outline of the pattern of eternal life in the record of how Jesus lived as man. When we see Him in Glory we shall see Him as He is and we shall be like Him. And we shall desire to be nothing else, nothing less or more. 

But we know that when he SHALL APPEAR/appears– 2:28. we shall be like him- This is our eternal destiny Gen 1:26-27; Rom 8:29; Phil 3:21; Col 3:4, and everything that happens to us is designed to work towards this glorious good. We shall each be like Him, each in our own way, not identical with each other. Not physically like Him – He has His own unique appearance as the slain lamb showing the scars of 
 Calvary Rev 5:6 that won us the right to be there. Not identical with Him, in fact the millions of the redeemed who will awake in His likeness, Ps 17:15, will form the perfect and appropriate “Bride” for the Bridegroom who loved them and gave Himself for the perfecting of them, Eph 5:25-27. (A state and process already going on, 2 Cor 3:15-18.) 

For we shall see– Optaomai- To look with wide open eyes at something remarkable. him as he is- We shall see Him, not a vision, illusion, likeness that is unreal, but as He really is, in His true being and character. As 1:1 says God revealed Himself to His apostles, and they saw God as he was manifested in human form as the man Christ Jesus, full of grace and truth, Jn 1:14; 1 Tim 3:16; Heb 1:1-3. On the Mount of Transfiguration three of them saw more of His Glory, but when He returns we will all see Him face to face, 1 Cor 13:12. It’s impossible for anyone to know and believe this and live an ordinary, selfish, self-centred life. 

AND EVERY MAN/Everyone who has this hope– Hope in the sense of a confident expectation, not just wishful thinking. A goal that is looked forward to eagerly which moulds the way we think, plan, and behave (In my youth, even quite young girls often had a “Hope Chest,” in which they stored treasures for a future, hoped-for marriage and home.) Cp 2:6; 3:3; Rom 8:23-25; 15:12; 1 Pet 1:3: .in him purifies himself - Present tense, so makes himself pure and keeps himself pure as a continuing activity. This is both a statement of fact, and a challenging obligation. This is what we, who have responded to the Gospel by believing in, and receiving Christ, must do. In asking Christ to save us we have committed ourselves to God’s purpose of making us like Him. God’s Spirit moves us into co-operating with God by working at cleaning up our lives, getting rid of attitudes and behaviour that make us objectionable to God and unlike Christ. As a result we grow more like him day by day – Or, if we don’t do this, our profession of Christ is empty. 

EVEN/Just as he is pure– The character, attitudes and actions of the lord recorded in the Gospels is the standard by which we are to evaluate our lives, 3:7; 4:17; Heb 12:1-2; Jas 4:8; 1 Pet 1:22. (I find helpful the whimsical remark of a sculptor when asked how he made a block of marble look like a man, “I keep looking at the man, and keep chipping away the parts of the stone that don’t look like the man!) In one sense it’s a matter of choosing to abide in Christ and live in His love, Jn 15:9-17; Jude 20-21. In 2 Cor 3:15-18 it’s turning to Christ which removes the veil between us and Scripture. Our removing the veil from our Face as we read it lets His light and love shine into every corner of our life. Doing that makes us a looking-glass/mirror, beholding what the Holy Spirit shows Christ to be. And as we responding in appreciative love to Christ, and wish to be like Him, the Spirit changes us, so that, step by step, we become like Him as our lives reflect what we see Him to be. Cp Heb 12:1-3; 2 Pet 1:2-11. This is a positive effort that we ourselves make. 

3:4-24 The Lifestyle of God’s Children

(3:4-10. They don’t sin. 3:11-24. They love one another, and they resist God’s enemies.)

3:4-8 WHOSOEVER COMMITTETH SIN/Everyone who sins– Poieo- To do or work. Hamartia- Sin. Under the OT Law it was actions, the things that people did, that was sin. Our Lord took our responsibility a step further- He taught that sinful actions spring from sinful desires, Mt 5:20-30, so to fulfil 3:3 we must battle with sin at the stage when it is working invisibly in our minds and hearts, Eph 4:26. TRANSGRESSETH ALSO/breaks the law– Anomia. A- Not. Nomos- Law, FOR/in fact, sin- Hamartia is TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAW/ lawlessness Anomia- Not doing what the Law says is lawlessness. A life that is self-pleasing, self expressing and self- fulfilling is breaking God’s law, because it’s ruled by the law of self, and is ignoring God’s will that is revealed in His law. Cp 5:17; Rom 5:20; 7:5-12. Every sin is against God’s will revealed in the law, and any breaking of God’s law is automatically sinful. This is obvious, but John may have in mind a special meaning of lawlessness as in Mt 24:11-13. Evil doers work lawlessness, which though present already will reach its peak under antichrist, 2:18, the man of sin– Anomia, 2 Th 2:1-12. In 2 Cor 6:14 Anomia is linked with darkness. Throughout this Epistle the fact that the false teachers and those who fail to love brother Christians are behaving as if they were Satan’s children and agents is made clear. Anyone who sins is taking sides with God’s enemy. The opposite of purifying oneself, is transgressing the law, choosing to go against the revealed will of God – And this defiance of His will is summed up in not loving our neighbour, Mt 22:36-40; Rom 13:7-10. 

But you know– Eido- Understand rationally in your mind. It doesn’t require spiritual insight! that he- Christ, the One whose life has been given to us and who should be revealed in our life-style. WAS MANIFESTED/appeared– Aorist tense, so a completed work with ongoing effect. TO/so that he might take away our sins- Plural, sinful deeds. 
 So, if we received Him as Saviour, Jn 1:12, it makes no sense for us to be sinning – we would have been doing that (and finding it unsatisfying, Rom 6:21) if Christ had never come, died, risen again and saved us. And we asked him to save us, saving us from, sinning and its consequences is what we asked Him to do for us. Anyone who says they are a Christian, by continuing to sin is either denying that Christ saves people from sinning, or else denying that Christ is their Saviour. It is our responsibility to walk with Him in the light so that He can remove sin from our life. 1:2; 2:2, 29; 3:8; Jn 1:29; 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 1:18-20. and in him is no sin- Singular- no single sinful action, no sin in His being, character etc. If we want to be in Him we can’t take our sins there. Present tense. No sin in Him ever when living on earth or now when in Heaven. Cp 1:9; Isa 53:9; 1 Pet 2:22. When a Christian sins his action casts doubt on the sinlessness of his Lord, or the reality of he himself belonging to the Lord.

WHOSOEVER– Pas- All, all things, everyone, every- As in 1:9; 2:16, 19, 20, 21, 23, 27, 29; 3:3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 15, 20; 4:1, 2, 3, 7; 5:1, 4, 17, 18. John is making sweeping statements of basic truths. ABIDETH/No one who lives in him SINNETH/keeps on sinning–To be a Christian and to be sinning is a contradiction. No one can be living in fellowship with Christ and continuing to sin. This states a general principle which is clearly true. Christ can never share in sin, so anyone sinning isn’t acting in fellowship with Christ. This isn’t written to help us formulate theories or doctrines about the possibility of sinless living - 1:5-10 rules that out. It is practical common-sense guidance to keep us from sinning, 2:1. All the time we spend abiding in Christ, Jn 15:1-15, our thoughts, emotions actions and decisions are in fellowship with Him and that automatically keeps us from sinning. Every time we do anything wrong, that sin raises a barrier between us and Christ – It broke our fellowship with Christ. Sinning isn’t the natural state of those in fellowship with Christ – the two are incompatible. Under Grace, salvation is God’s gift. Those who have Christ have eternal life, 5:11; Jn 3:36. This life is neither earned or lost by our actions, Rom 11:29; Eph 2:1-10. But it’s equally true that sin can’t dominate our lives if we are living under God’s Grace. Rom 6:14. A life marked by the continuing enjoyment of sin demonstrates Christlessness and bears the marks of hell. 

WHOSOEVER SINNETH/No one who continues to sin has neither seen– Seen in the sense of having understood, valued, appreciated. Cp “see” in Jn 3:3. him or known– Ginosko- Cp I never knew you, Mt 7:22-23. him– Judas had never seen or known Jesus in this sense. Cp 1:9. Anyone whose life is characterized by sinning is a stranger to the Sinless Saviour who saves people from sin. 
 The false teachers claimed that they saw, and knew Christ at a higher level than traditional Christians, including the Apostles. Their indifference to sinning proved that they didn’t know Him at all. 

LET NO ONE/do not let anyone DECEIVE/lead you astray- A warning against listening to and following false teachers. He THAT DOETH RIGHTEOUSNESS/ who does what is right is righteous, EVEN/just as he is righteous– A person’s actions, the things that he does, show what he is, and what he really believes is important, Mt 7:15-27. Being righteous and doing righteous things are inseparable. When in Creation God declared a creature to be a lion or a sheep they lived as one. When in Redemption Grace God declares a man righteous in Christ, His words are creative and declare the way that that man is to live, and they enable him to do that. This is quite different from setting out to please God by good works – That self-righteousness keeps people from asking and receiving the true righteousness, Rom 10:3. But possession of God-granted righteousness is demonstrated by righteous living, of the loving, Christ-like kind. This leads naturally to the next test of Christian reality Love. A tree that is producing apples is an apple tree, no matter what label it may bear, or what anyone chooses to cal it. Certain fish may be said to fly, but in fact by definition fish swim in water – It’s their natural environment. Cp. 2:1, 29:3:7. 

He THAT COMMITTETH SIN/who does what is sinful– Present participle – Is sinning. is of the devil- All sinning is done in fellowship with Satan. Whether they are his dupes, or deliberately acting as his agents, they are “of“ the Devil. The content and basic pattern of their lifestyle is derived from him. FOR/because the devil SINNETH/has been sinning from the beginning- Sin began with Satan before the beginning of mankind. And from the beginning of mankind when Adam took the first step of fellowship with him, Satan has been sinning by furthering the spread of sin. Cp 3:8, 12; Jn 8:44. He motivates the world and it is under his control, 4:3; 5:19. But Satan has no hold on or power over the Believer who is in fellowship with Christ, 5:18; Jn 15:10; Rom 8:1-16; Gal 2:20, etc. 

FOR THIS PURPOSE/The reason the Son of God WAS MANIFESTED/appeared THAT HE MIGHT/was to destroy– Luo- To loosen, break up, destroy. He came to “put the Devil out of business,” and He will do so, 1 Cor 15:22-26. the devil’s work– Satan’s work is to snare, trap, and enslave people. He does this by providing bait that is attractive to human nature but is poisoned, or has a hook in it, or leads into a trap. God’s Son, has come to set us free from Satan’s traps, and from yielding to the desires that enslave us, Jn 8:36. Cp 3:5, 10; Rom 8:16-25; 2 Tim 2:23-26.

3:9-10 WHOSOEVER IS/No one who is born of God DOTH NOT COMMIT SIN/will continue to sin- 5:4, 18. No one can claim to be sinless, because the war between Good and Evil can be won only by God. But Christ on the Cross provided the means by which it can be won in the lives of all who are in fellowship with Him, Gal 2:20. Not sinning is viewed as being the consequence of being born of God, and the proof of having been born of God. 2:29; 4:7; 5:1, 18.

FOR/because HIS/God’s seed– Sperma. The “seed” from which eternal life springs up in a person, is God the Holy Spirit, Jn 3:5-8, using the Gospel good “seed,” Mt 13:3-9, 18-23. remains in him he cannot SIN/go on sinning because he has been born of God- He has been give a share in God’s nature, 2 Pet 1:3. Cp Col 1:26. We need to keep in mind that John is expanding what he said in 1:1-10. To interpret this as saying that born-again believers, children of God, live sinless lives is nonsense. John is reinforcing the need for them walk in the Light by confessing and forsaking sin promptly, and being forgiven and cleansed, 1:5, 9. As John says in Jn 1:12-13, our new life has been born of God, and our new nature has no desire for, or tolerance of, sin, so in our new life in Christ we must work at learning to live lives free of sin, Romans chapters 6-8, and 12; Eph 5:1-21; Col 3:1-14; 2 Pet 1:2-12. God’s nature remains in us and that requires us to relate our whole life to Him and His character – nothing less is comfortable or appropriate. The thing that makes a Christian a Christian, at the real core of His being is the Christ nature that is born in us at conversion. 
 Anyone who has grown up in a Christian home may easily live in what looks like a Christian way of life, without having that new nature at all. Living an outwardly Christian life is never enough, 2:29; 3:6; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18; 1 Pet 1:23.

IN THIS THE CHILDREN OF GOD ARE MANIFEST/This is how we know who the children of God are, and who the children of the devil are- Language and behaviour are clear indications of origin. 
 God’s children and the Devil’s children will be seen in blessed or terrifying reality when they reach the destination they have chosen – hell or heaven. In God’s sight the distinction between His children and the Devil’s children is already clear, and it’s the responsibility of God’s children to make it clear to all by the way we choose to live, 2 Tim 2:19. 

WHOSOEVER DOETH NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS/Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God. Neither HE THAT/is anyone who does not love his brother- To John it is all so simple. When the behaviour of someone who calls himself a Christian doesn’t fit the pattern displayed in the life of Jesus Christ on earth, that Christian had better do something about it. Those moved by the wisdom of the world, and the Flesh – sinful human nature - try to throw up a smokescreen of what they wish to see as inconsistencies, but by doing so cast doubt on their own sincerity and salvation. When the Pharisees quibbled about who was the neighbour that God required them to love, the Lord’s answer was the parable of the Good Samaritan – anyone in need was the neighbour they were to show love to. The Samaritan did that. So it’s the Christian’s job to be brother to anyone who needs brotherly loving help. 2:9-10; 3:10, 14; 4:8; Jn 13:1-12; Acts 2:44-47; Rom 12:1-21; Col 3:14; 1 Tim 1:5. 

3:11-16 FOR This is the message- Agelia- Not the Gospel- Evangelion- (Eu- Good, Agelia- Message), but an essential part of it. you have heard from the beginning– the beginning of the Gospel, but it also points to the fact that God planned the Gospel before the beginning of Creation, 1:1. And love was the core of the Law given to Moses (As summed up by Christ, Mt 22:36-40) at the beginning of Israel. THAT We should love one another- As in 1:7; 3:23; 4:7-12. Mutual relationships in Christ are central to the Christian life – The word “love” is used in 91 verses in the NT. The unique feature of the Christian Gospel is that in it God’s love for us is proclaimed, Jn 3:16. That calls us to receive Christ as the gift of that love, and with Christ, eternal life, Jn 3:36. This love of His moves us to love Him, and to become part of His purposes of love for all people. This is made possible by His love being poured into our hearts, Rom 5:5, so that we are able to show love to even the most annoying brothers and sisters, and even our enemies. Doing that is the distinctive mark of the genuine Christian and proof that we are living in fellowship with Christ, 1:5; 2:7; 4:7-21; Jn 13:34-35; 15:10-15; 2 Jn 5. 

NOT AS/Do not be like Cain, who... SLEW/murdered his brother.. because his own WORKS/actions were evil, and his brother’s were righteous– Abel is typical of the children of God who act according to the will of God, Mt 23:35; Heb 11:4. Cain, is the typical child of the Evil one, Cp 2:13; 3:8. Soon after the beginning of human life, at Satan’s suggestion that it would make him like God, Adam chose to centre his life on self and pleasing self. Cain took this a step further. He got rid of Abel because his way of life discredited Cain’s way of life and made him uncomfortable. Note the reaction of the godless to God’s provision of salvation, Jn 3:16-20. Cp Prov 29:10; Mk 3:5-6; Jn 8:40-41; 15:16-20. 

MARVEL NOT/Do not be surprised.. if the world hates you– What’s been obvious in the world since the time of Cain and Abel means that we shouldn’t be surprised if in being good, we stir up hatred against us. God has given us the reason for the world’s attitude, Jn 15:18-27, etc. Believing what the Lord said there will help us to abide in Christ and keep us from dishonouring Him by resentment and retaliation, Mt 5:44-48; Rom 12:17-20. And keep us from wrongly thinking that it must be our fault, and that we are a failure as a witness. Sometimes we are, and it’s right to repent. But having faced the situation in prayer in our Lord’s presence, and repented of any failure to be a winsome witness we can claim the comfort of our Lord’s words, Mt 5:10; Jn 15:27; 17:14; 1 Pet 2:21-25. 
We– In contrast to the world, with its hatred and darkness, which is death. know that we have passed- Our present state and actions arise from an event in the past. from death UNTO/to life because we love THE BRETHREN/our brothers– All kinds of brothers, born into God’s family as we were. When we were part of the world we shared the world’s attitude towards God and God’s people. The fact that we now love God’s people, enjoy being with them, are comfortable sharing what they do, is a natural result and proof of the change in us. 
 That we have passed from death into life is demonstrated by our brotherly love – it’s not a natural state as it bridges all kinds of racial, cultural and temperamental divisions.

HE THAT LOVETH NOT/Anyone who does not love HIS BROTHER ABIDETH/remains in death– He has chosen to continue living in the sinful state of darkness and death, under God’s Judgment. Cp Jn 3:16-20; Rom 5:21. .. hates.. is a murderer- Mt 5:21-26. Angry hatred and murder go together. Accidental killing is manslaughter, Num 35:15-25, a lesser crime, but carelessness may make it a crime. .. no murderer has eternal life– John isn’t saying no murderer can repent and be saved. He is saying that a man who characteristically hates others is potentially a murderer, and his attitude shows that eternal life – Which is fellowship with God who is love, 4:8; Jn 17:3 – isn’t in him. Cp Jn 8:37-44.
HEREBY/Here is how we PERCEIVE/know- Ginosko- Here, as in 3:20; 4:16; 2 Jn 1, the personal knowledge gained by fellowship. THE LOVE OF GOD/what love– Agape. is BECAUSE HE/Jesus Christ laid down, Jn 10:11, 15. his life- Psuche- The Greek word for the mind, soul, inner being. (The English word Psychology means the study of this.” for us - The fact that Christ laid down His life for us causes us to know (recognise and experience) God’s love for us. The Lord’s action defines what the Bible means by the word Love– Agape, and sets the standard for it which is to be our aim in life. 

we ought- Opheilo- To owe as a debt. to lay down- Present tense – A continuing obligation. our lives- Psuche- Mind-soul, emotional-mental life with its distinctive personal preferences, choices, etc. for our BRETHREN/brothers- Our Lord laid down this in the Garden of Gethsemane – My soul- Psuche is… Mt 26:38-39. He also laid down His physical life- Bios, on the Cross. Few of God’s children will need to die physically for their brothers in Christ. All of us are challenged constantly to lay down our lives, in the sense described in Phil 2:1-16. Unless we do this the Church, Body of Christ will (As Jas 3:13-4:12 warns) be constantly distracted and divided because as God’s people we want things to be done the way we see as being the best way to honour our Lord. 
 Paul a gifted, strong-minded, Apostle of God describes two different ways in which he constantly Laid down his life:(a) financially, 1 Cor 9:1- 18, and (b) in his personal lifestyle, and the way he worked with those who shared God’s work with him, 1 Cor 9:19-23. Cp 1 Cor 13:1-3; Phil 4:1-5. 

3:17-20 BUT/If anyone has THIS WORLD’S GOODS/material possessions- Bios- Physical life, and the means of maintaining it – food, etc. and sees his brother in need..– Human nature, even in the Redeemed, finds it rather easy to agree with God and what His Word says. This does no good to God’s work, or to us, unless we obey each truth, as well as confess it, Mt 7:21-27; Jas 1:20-27; 2:14-17. how DWELLETH/can the love of God be in him– Rhetorical question, implying the answer, “No. It doesn’t!” God’s love for the man or his love for God? Both. God’s love, 3:1, etc, can’t possibly be in that man as he is showing no sign of appreciating it, or of letting it make him like Christ and take him up into fellowship with God in His eternal purposes of love. He has no responsive love for God. Cp 4:20.

let us not love- Agape 
 IN/with words.. but IN DEED/with actions– Let us stop saying we love people, and show that we really love them by what we do. As our Lord taught in Mt 721-27 empty profession is worthless and leads to disaster. We must not think of God’s Love as something to believe in and talk about. It’s a glorious reality which we should enjoy to the full by letting God transform our whole lives into living in love as Christ did, Jn 15:10. The way we choose to spend our care, our time, and money, demonstrates God’s life and love at work in our lives, far more clearly than anything we can say, 2:1; 3:7; 1 Cor 13:1-3.

HEREBY/This is how we know- Ginosko. that we ARE OF/belong to– Ek– Out of. the truth– Know that what we are and do spring from God’s Gospel truth to which we have responded in Christ, Jn 14:6; Heb 1:1-3. And we’re living in fellowship with God in the truth He has revealed to us in the Bible. and SHALL ASSURE/set our hearts at rest BEFORE HIM/in his presence– Peter says the same in 2 Pet 1:3-11. To stop worrying whether we are saved or not, and concentrate on living that life to the full, is the way we will come to know for sure that we belong to the truth, and are entitled to set our minds at rest in God’s sight. 
FOR IF/whenever our hearts condemn us-Kata Ginosko- To feel the personal knowledge of guiltiness. We all must try to live up to our conscience, Rom 14:22-23, but as Paul says in that chapter some have weak/sensitive consciences and some have strong/hard consciences. God alone can know the true state of our hearts, 1 Cor 4:1-5 and will give His verdict in due course, 2 Cor 5:10. For God is greater than our hearts and KNOWETH/knows- Ginosko. ALL THINGS/everything- God is more aware of right and wrong than we are, and knows us better than we know ourselves, so His verdict is vastly more accurate and important than ours. Our conscience is not the highest authority. God’s promises and assurances given in Scripture are true. When He says we are His children, and have passed from death to life that is the truth, no matter what we feel like. 
 And when He says that those who are indifferent to sin, or have failed to obey the Lord and failed to show love towards their fellow Christians aren’t His children, that is the truth – no matter how confident they are that they have a clear conscience, Mt 7:21-22. John’s epistle stresses the mercy of God, 1:8-10; 2:1-2, 12-14; 4:18, but it condemns the mistakenly confident “Liars” whose consciences claim to have no sin, claims to know God, etc. There is no comfort here for the selfish, self-preserving soul who does not love his brother enough to die to self for the life and good of his brother, Jn 15:13. In fact the NIV is justified in making the thrust of the verse to be a challenging command to live up to the reality of condition that God has decreed for us, in His totally fair love, 1 Pet 1:17-19. An over-sensitive conscience can be quieted by the fact that God has declared that active love is evidence of salvation. 

3:21-24 if our hearts do not condemn us we have confidence TOWARD/before– Pros- Towards, in the direction of God- Cp 2:28; 3:2; 5:14; 2 Cor 1:12; Heb 10:19. This is talking about the attitude in which we come before God in prayer. We may feel our unworthiness strongly, but our desperate sense of need draws us to Him, not drives us away. Our love for Him and love for His people, and His purposes of love for them, gives us confidence in Him, to ask Him to bless them, by fulfilling His purposes. and receive from him WHATSOEVER/everything that we ask- When we have a clear conscience as His obedient child we turn to God confidently, reaching out our hands to Him, assured that what we are asking for is the sort of thing He will be glad to give us. Cp 5:16; Mt 18:19; 21:22; Mk 11:24; Lk 11:9-13; Jn 15:7-12; 16:23-24; Jas 1:5.

because we KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS/obey his commands and do what pleases him- The Eternal life of knowing and fellowshipping with God, Jn 17:3, enables us to use our son-ship privileges wisely, (Not living as slaves, or children, but ass sons,  Gal 4:1-7.) confident that God will do as He has promised to do. In Jn 15:1-16 John had made it clear that abiding in Christ, involves our keeping His commandments (doing what is pleasing to Him) and so living in His love (living in fellowship with Him, in His love.) We are then living fruitful lives in fellowship with His purposes, and it’s natural for us to see what He wants done, ask for it confidently, and receive it. Christ alone has lived that life flawlessly, but in the measure we do so, He will be free to reveal to us His will, and we will enjoy seeing answers to the prayers we have asked in accordance to His will. I am very conscious that as yet I have failed to experience confident, answered prayer as much as God has promised. But I am fully confident that it is what God’s word says, and we face an invitation and challenge such as Israel faced in Mal 3:10. May the Lord have mercy on us all – as He, the God of Mercy wishes to – so that all of us will experience 3:22 in an increasing measure, as that will glorify the Father. Cp 2:3; Mt 5:16; 7:11; Jn 8:29; 9:31; Heb 13:21. 

And this is his COMMANDMENT/command THAT WE SHOULD/to believe in- Pisteuo- To believe in information is to accept that what it says is true and effective. To believe in a person is to accept that he is honest and competent so that what he says, and does, can be relied on. Cp Heb 11:6. the name of his Son Jesus Christ- In the modern world a person’s name identifies him, and may give some clues as to his nationality. In the Bible “Name” is not only the distinctive designation of a person, but stands also for his character and authority, and almost for that person himself and all that he is, says and does. Son describes who He is eternally. Jesus– proclaims that He is the Saviour, Mt 1:21. Christ– Means that He is the Anointed Servant of God to fulfill all the OT promises. This threefold “name” (plus His other name – Lord) sums up the truths revealed in the Gospel. Cp 5:10, 13, Jn 6:29; 17:3. We need to put our trust in what Scripture names Him as being, not believe in any distorted view of Him produced by flawed, fallen, human minds. Jesus the Saviour, as proclaimed in different pulpits in different ages, has often been very different from what God’s Word says He is. That was already happening when Paul wrote Gal 1:6-10. Self-righteous Pharisees and Self-indulgent Sadducees created God in their own image, and in God’s name demanded the death of Christ. Professed Christian preachers have done that ever since, especially when they wished to be popular. Cp 4:1-6. 

And to love- Present tense, do it now. as he GAVE COMMANDMENT/commanded us– It’s not profession of Faith that brings people into fellowship with Christ in His purposes of love for all – unless they obey Him. And it’s not profession of Love for mankind that ignores the fact that it’s only by responding to God’s intervention in Christ, Jn 1:10-14. 3:16, that we can begin to share in God’s love for people. Whenever we see bitterness between Christians and hear them criticizing one another we should be deeply distressed, because our Lord’s words in 1 Cor 13:1-6 are surely true. And for us who call Jesus our Lord, that distress should move us to take seriously His warning given in Mt 7:21-27; 18:21-35. Cp 2:9; 4:12. 

HE THAT/Those who KEEPETH/obey- Tereo- As a soldier on guard, alert to carry out the responsibilities the Lord has given us. That our Lord unfailingly keeps us, Jude 24, requires us to co-operate with Him by doing what He says will keep us safe, Heb 2:1-3; Jude 17-23. It’s only as we do this that we can live in Him and He live in us, 2:6; Jn 14:23; Rom 8:16. HEREBY/this is how we know- Ginosko- John has give us two assuring things – a clear conscience and confidence in Scripture shown by believing and obeying it. Now he gives a third. his Spirit- The Spirit of God witnesses to our Spirit and enlightens our conscience, Rom 8:16. He is the Author of Scripture, 2 Pet 1:19-21, and brings its truths to us, Jn 14:23; 16:13-15; 1 Cor 2:1-16. We have been born of the Spirit, who lives in us. By being careful to walk in Him, Rom 8:14-18, not grieving Him by unloving attitudes or words, Eph 4:26-32, we enjoy in our hearts the Spirit’s assurance that we are indeed God’s children. And living in a way that is a joy to Him, and a fulfilling of His loving purposes. Cp 1:5-9; Jn 10:38; 14:15-18, 22-26; Rom 8:1-16; 14:16; Phil 2:12-16; 1 Th 4:7-8; 2 Pet 1:2-12. 

4:1-21 God’s Truth Centres on His Love for us &

Our Love for Each Other

(God’s saving Gospel defines God’s Love in terms of Jn 1:14; 3:16. God the Son became human, lived and died for us as a man, and rose again. Those who believe this receive Him and become God’s children. They are born of God, have His nature in them, so they are taken up into His Love and loving purposes. And that is to be seen in their attitude towards others in God’s family. We Love Him because He loved us, and we love our brothers and sisters in Christ. He loves them, and is in them as He is in us. And He has commanded us to love them. As we are doing this we face His Judgment seat, 2 Cor 5:10, confidently, 4:17. Failure to believe the truth about Christ, and failure to have His attitude of love for fellow-Christians, marks people as being enemies of God (antichrists) and children of the Devil. Knowing this enables us to test and decide whether any teaching or conduct comes from God’s Spirit or the False Spirit.) 

4:1-3 BELOVED/Dear friends, do not believe every spirit- Having mentioned the Holy Spirit, John now speaks of preachers who claim that what they are teaching has been, “spirit-revealed.” John insists that before believing and obeying their message we must test whether it agrees with God’s Gospel on which we are built, 1:1-4; 2:18-28, etc. What John is saying applies equally to what is said by teachers who use the Bible as their source of information about God and His purposes. but TRY/test– Dokimazo- To test or examine with a view to approving. In contrast to accepting at face value, on appearance, etc. The witness and guidance of the Spirit is a wonderful privilege. But it doesn’t mean that we aren’t responsible to search for God’s will in His Word, in fellowship with God, to see what His Word actually says.

to see whether they are from God because many false prophets- Claiming to be God’s messengers, but both their claim and what they teach is false ARE/have gone out into the world– The NT is the record of the witness of the Lord’s Apostles and Prophets, Eph 2:20. Alongside these true records many faked “Gospels” and faked “Prophetic Revelations from God” were crowding in. These confused Christians and those interested in the Gospel. John’s words are recorded to challenge us to test what is preached to us. 
 Cp 2:12-16; 18; Jer 14:14; 29:8-9; Mt 7:15; 13:24-30; 24:11; 1 Cor 2:12-16; 1 Th 5:20-21; 2 Th 2:2; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 3:1-17; 2 Pet 2:1; 2 Jn 7. 3 Jn 11. (Mt 7:1 doesn’t contradict this – it bans self-righteous moral judgments as does Jas 4:11-12.) 

HEREBY/This is how you can KNOW/recognise– Ginosko- the Spirit of God- John makes simple, plain statements and gives explanations. God has given them to us so that we can use them to test what people teach. every spirit that CONFESSETH/ acknowledges- Homologeo - Says the same as. That is, says the same as God says in His Word. Cp 1:9. Homologeo is the opposite of Antilogeo- Says against, as Israel did, Rom 10:21. What the preacher says is appropriate to and fits in with what God has said in Jn 1:14. that Jesus Christ has come– More literally confesses Jesus Christ as having come in the flesh. It is Christ and a truth about Him that is confessed, not just a fact of doctrine. The Eternal Word, God the Son, has come into this world in the flesh- As the baby born at Bethlehem. And lived as a real human, with a human nature in a physical human body as Jesus of Nazareth - a flesh and blood person such as we are. This is what the Spirit of God has already empowered John and the other Apostles to proclaim as God’s Gospel truth, 1:1-4. is from God– Many preachers will acknowledge the coming of Jesus, praise him, claim, to be working for Him, but fail to acknowledge that He is what God’s Word says He is. They may be shocked to find that they were strangers to Him, as in Mt 7:22. Others are predatory wolves dishonestly wearing "Sheep's Clothing" so that they can make an easy living out of the "Sheep," Mt 7:15. 

But every spirit that CONFESSETH NOT/does not acknowledge Jesus.. come in the flesh.. 
 the spirit of the antichrist.. already in the world– Scripture reveals that Antichrist will proclaim himself as being able to save the world, and be welcomed as such. In fact he will be the violent, oppressive “Beast” the final human great enemy of God, and God’s people. The spirit that will equip, enable and control him is already in the world, working against Christ and the Gospel in less obvious ways, but with the same attitude and purpose. 2:18, 22; 2 Th 3:7; 2nd Jn 7. Unless what a preacher says is based on, and fits with, the truth that Jesus Christ was truly human, as well as the Son of God, he is a liar, a false prophet. 

4:4-6 You.. are from God and have overcome them, because the one THAT/who is in you is greater than HE THAT/the one who is in the world– Satan is powerful and he is inspiring and supporting the False Prophets. But in us, inspiring and supporting us, is God the Creator Himself, 2:18; 3:24; 4:12. Satan surrounds us with enemies, but we have nothing to fear as long as we choose to abide in Christ by trusting and obeying Him, 2:1, 13; 5:4-5; Jn 12:31; 15:9-12; Rom 8:31; Phil 4:1-9; Jude 20-25.

They are OF/from the world.. speak OF/from the viewpoint of the world.. HEARETH/listens to them- This explains their “visible-to-human-eyes” success that so impresses people, but is of no value in God’s sight, 1 Cor 3:11-15; 13:1-3. What False prophets say follows the pattern of the way the world thinks, and offers to meet the needs that seem important to the people of the world. 
 And the way they go about their work males sense to the religious world (Jew) and secular world (Greek) while to them the Gospel seems foolish and irrelevant to life, 1 Cor 1:17-25. 

YE/We are OF/from God, and HE THAT KNOWETH/whoever knows God- 2:3. HEARETH/listens to us- The Gospel is God’s truth, His full and final word, Heb 1:1-3. So all who are born of God listen to it, and as they continue in it they truly know that they are of God. When a preacher, expounds and applies God’s Gospel what he says makes sense to them and brings them help and joy. This is because they are the Lord’s sheep and recognise the voice of their Shepherd, and follow Him in following the preacher, Jn 8:47; 10:3-5; 14-16. but HE/whoever is not OF/from God HEARETH NOT/does not listen to us– When we speak God’s truth it makes no sense to those who are refusing to become God’s children and they won’t respond to it.

HEREBY/ this is how- Ek Touto- Out of this. We KNOW/recognise– Ginosko. the spirit of truth and the spirit of ERROR/falsehood- The fact that what we teach isn’t acceptable to the world isn’t a reason for discarding it, it’s what we should expect. But like the loyal Apostles in Mt 26:22, we must keep asking the Lord if we are to blame for our failures and keep asking Him to show us how we could be true to His truth and yet present that truth more clearly and winsomely, and ask whether anything in our attitude is failing to reflect the Love of God we are proclaiming in the Gospel, Jn 8:23, 47; 14:17; 18:37; 1 Cor 14:37.

4:7-10 BELOVED/Dear friends let us love– Agapao—Present tense, an ongoing process. one another, for love– Agape. IS OF/comes from God– God, in His Being is Love, 4:10, so that all that He does is an expression of His Love. Every word or action of ours that expresses love is spoken and done in fellowship with Him. Everything we do and say that isn’t an expression of love, has been in fellowship with His enemy, Satan. (The importance of this kind of “Love” is shown by how often the words Agape and Agapao are used in this Epistle.)  

Everyone THAT LOVETH/who loves has been born of God– God’s every word and action is an expression of His nature, Love. (Including His Judgment statements as in Mt  23:29-39; Lk 13:34-35; 19:41-46.) As His children are born of Him, Jn 1:12-13, their new life is linked with His nature, 2 Pet 1:3, and the natural expression of that nature is loving words and actions. So nothing else more clearly demonstrates (or denies) the reality of their birth into God’s family. and KNOWETH/knows God– Ginosko- Knowing God depends on, and is expressed by, obeying light, 1:5-6, and sharing in God’s love with, and for, others. A Christian’s loving attitudes and actions is a fruit of the Spirit and gives assurance that he is enjoying the reality of the new birth. 2:3, 7, 29; 3:11; 5:1; 1 Cor 8:3: Gal 5:22-23. 
HE THAT LOVETH NOT/Whoever does not love KNOWETH NOT/does not know– Ginosko. This negative statement supports and strengthens the positive of 4:7. FOR/because God is love– Agape. Cp God is Light, 1:5; and God is Spirit, Jn 4:24. Love isn’t just one of God’s attributes, and loving actions are not just one of His activities. God and Love (and Light) are inseparable. There exists in Him nothing that isn’t Love, and nothing that isn’t Love can ever have fellowship with Him. Whatever He does in Creation, Redemption, Salvation and Judgment is an expression of Love. The person who looks at anyone and refuses to love them does not know God, and isn’t in fellowship with Him, 4:7, 16. 

IN THIS WAS/this is how God MANIFESTED/showed his love- Agape- The kind of love John is talking about is seen in this. among us. BECAUSE THAT GOD/He sent his ONLY BEGOTTEN/one and only Son– Monogenes. This expresses the unique relationship between Father, and Son, and also that it is only through the Son that God could reveal God’s love for man and could accomplish His eternal saving Purpose. 
 into the world that we might live through him- Jn 3:16. Cp 4:16; 5:11; Jn 1:1-3, 14, 18; 3:16,18; 6:32-33, 40, 51, 57-58.

HEREIN/This is love- the love I’m talking about – not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be THE PROPITIATION/an atoning sacrifice– Hilasmos- As in 2:2. for our sins- Sin is intolerable to God, as it is contrary to His own character, and to His purpose for man. Propitiation is the action or process by which sin is dealt with, and the sinner can be changed into a state in which God can bless him, and have fellowship with him. As long as man is sinful he cannot share in the true life. So, God dealing with sin and righteously putting it away is essential for man to enter into life. It is also the remedy for the defilement of our sins. Christ manifests God’s love in that sacrifice. That kind of Love is the source of Christian love, and without that sacrificial kind of love being seen in any man’s life it’s nonsense for that man to claim that God’s sacrificial love has brought him into eternal life in fellowship with Christ.

4:11-14 BELOVED/Dear friends, IF/since God so loved us, we also ought– Opheilo – To owe as a debt. to love one another- God’s great love for us shown in Christ crucified, is a great source of joy and confidence for us, but it also brings a great obligation – that we, who share in that love, should love one another. 2:7; 4:7; Eph 4:32. No one has ever seen– Theomai- To look closely at. (A weaker Greek word is used in the LXX of Ex 24:10- They saw- Eido- To see and recognise. the God of Israel. (In fact the LXX says “They saw the place where the God of Israel stood and under His feet.”) God AT ANY TIME but if we love one another God DWELLETH/lives in us.. his love is PERFECTED/made complete in us– Teleioo- To complete, finish, make a finished product. So, when God’s children live in loving fellowship, the love God showed on Calvary has fulfilled God’s purpose in them. We then are displaying in our visible behaviour towards each other the central reality of His invisible Being – Love, 4:8. Cp Jn 1:14-17. 
 

HEREBY we know- Ginosko that we DWELL/live in him and he in us– 1 Cor 3:16; Col 1:27; 3:3, etc, because he has given us of his Spirit– Who witnesses to our spirit that we are God’s children, and as we follow His directions we become God’s adult sons, able to share in His work, Rom 8:12-17. We’re not COMFORTLESS/orphans- Orphanos, Jn 14:18, and we’re not left dependent on natural self-confidence or self-doubt. Cp 3:24; Jn 14:20; 15: 26-27; Rom 8:9. 

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour Soter– The Greeks used the word for gods or great men who saved, delivered, rescued, or preserved people from harm, danger, sickness, death, etc. Used in LXX for God or for human deliverers, as in Jdg 3:9, 15. In the NT it is used of the Lord, Jesus Christ as the One who saves us from sin and its consequences. And into the blessings of life eternal as God’s children, in fellowship with Him, now and forever. of the world, Everyone who has ever lived is included in the scope and purpose of God’s provision. People, by their unbelief and by refusing to repent, place the only limits on those it benefits, by cutting themselves off from the Salvation which God has provided at such great cost to Himself, Jn 3:16-20, Heb 10:26-31. 

4:15-16 WHOSOEVER SHALL CONFESS/If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God. God DWELLETH/lives in him, and he in God- They are acknowledging and proclaiming what God Himself has said of the Saviour. This is clear evidence that God lives in them as they are believing and saying what He himself says, 1:1-4; 2:23-24; 3:23-24; 4:2; 5:1; Jn 14:22-26. HAVE KNOWN/ know- Perfect tense –We have come to know and believe as a permanent fact, and as a result we continue to know and believe. and BELIEVED/rely on the love God has for us- This sums up earlier verses and repeats the central feature of the “Light” the Gospel brings, 1:5-7. It displays God’s Love, and transforms people into His likeness – They live in loving fellowship with one another as well as with God their Saviour\. 

God is love- As God is an indivisible unity, love in all He is and does. This makes it impossible for Him to share with us in any unloving words or actions of ours. God loves everyone and deals with them lovingly, no matter what they are or what their attitude towards Him may be. HE THAT DWELLETH/Whoever lives in- Meno. The word is used in Jn 12:24, 34, 46; 14:10, 16, 17, 25; 15:1: 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 16; 21:21. love, DWELLETH/lives in God, and God in him– If we live in love we demonstrate that God is sharing His life with us, and we are sharing ours with Him, Jn 14:21-23; 15:1-14; 1 Cor 13:1-6; Rev 3:20. Whoever loves and goes on loving, no matter who he is dealing with, is living and acting in fellowship with God. Even as we suffer the bad effects of hatred, God pours His love into our hearts to enable us to cope with our troubles and get good from them, Rom 5:3-5. God says this is true. It may seem less than real to us, but we will experience the triumphant, glorious reality of it in the measure in which we “Trust and Obey,” Him, and His Word. We were never meant to be terminals of God’s love and blessings, but channels of God’s love,

4:17-18 HEREIN/In this way- En Touto- In, or, by, this, as in 2:3, 5; 3:16, 19, 24; 4:2, 10, 13, 17. IS OUR Love– The Greek text says simply Love- Agape. It’s talking about both God’s love in us and our response of love, as 4:16 has just said that they are inseparable. is made PERFECT/complete- Teleio. Among us - En Meth, literally “with us.” “Among” might be taken to mean that collectively Christian Congregations gain confidence, but it is as individuals that we will face the Lord in 2 Cor 5:10. (Christian congregations face the Lord in judgment here and now, in Rev 2-13:23. But even there the Believer is challenged to live in the ways that will bring him reward individually.) 

so that we will have BOLDNESS/confidence in the day of judgment– 2:28. In general, the day of judgment is used of the point in time when God steps in and closes this world’s history and gives out punishments that justice requires, and the rewards that mercy has granted. But from careful reading of the NT - Mt 10:15; 12:36; Jn 5:22, 27; 2 Cor 5:10; 2 Pet 2:9; 3:7; Rev 20:1-20, etc, it seems clear that on different occasions God will deal with different groups of people. (To make dogmatic statements and quarrel bitterly with other Christians on the details of this is arrogant folly, and is also defying God’s Command that we live in love for one another.) 

   God has made clear to His children all we need to know. We are to live day by day in His presence ready at any moment to face our Master, 1:5-2:2; 2 Cor 5:9-11. Jn 15:10 assures us that as we live in the love of God/Christ, our life will be joyful and fruitful. Here John assures us that it also means that we will look forward confidently and joyfully to giving account of how we have spent our lives, as the faithful servants did in Mt 25:19-23; Lk 19:15-19. As we live in His love our awareness of his love, and our love for him, 4:10, 19, grows more and more, filling us with confidence for the day when we will face Him in Judgment. John is urging us into living fully in love, joy and confidence in the Lord’s presence. 

because AS HE IS, SO ARE WE in this world we are like him- When I was a young I remember that careful, able teachers stressed the importance of correct understanding of the doctrines of Salvation. That by God’s grace we are (in spite of the obvious imperfections of our lives) already perfectly redeemed, justified, reconciled, sanctified, and glorified, Rom 3:20-26; 5:8-11; 8:30; 1 Cor 1:2; 2 Cor 5:21; Col 2:9-10 etc. To them As He is.. so are we stated the wonderful truth that our “standing” in the world is the same as His was, and our mission is also the same, Jn 17:6-21. To know this is vital, because it’s the only basis on which anyone can live as God’s child in this world. But believing this is empty unless we live out the reality of it in obedient fellowship with the Spirit of God, Rom 8:1-16, etc. 

   I believe that John is here talking about what they called our “state.” John has been stressing that God’s Love is fulfilled in our lives as God’s children when we live in loving fellowship with His other children. We’re to walk constantly in the Light in fellowship with each other, confessing and being restored whenever we sin by failing to live in God’s Light and Love, 1:5-9. Between Jesus as man on earth, and the Father in Heaven, there was perfect love, fellowship, mutual enjoyment and approval. As this is the invisible nature of the nature God has given us in Chris, it is also the visible lifestyle that God’s Love in us is to produce, 2:5, 6, 28; 3:1, 7, 16; 4:12; Mt 10:15; Rom 13:14; Phil 2:1-16, Col 3:1-17. (Where it’s followed by practical examples of what this will mean.) In this sense John says we will face Judgment Day confidently when the daily life we are living here reflects the daily life Christ Himself lived, Jn 15:10, etc: Paul says the same in 1 Cor 5:9-10.

There is no fear in love. But perfect– Teleios. love CASTETH/drives out fear– This means drives out the fear, based on unbelief (the fear used as an excuse by the lazy servant, Mt 25:24-30.) that would keep us from coming to God. It’s not the helpful Godly fear that eagerly works to please God, Prov 9:10; Phil 2:12; and transforms our lives, 4:12; Jn 15:10; Rom 8:15. because fear has TORMENT/to do with punishment– The Greek word for punishment is used only here and in Mt 25:46, but the related verb is in 2 Pet 2:9. that kind of “fear” is about what will happen to us. If we’re living fully in God’s Love we’re living in fellowship with the only One who has the right and power to make things happen to us. We know that whatever He makes happen, or allows to happen will be good, as they will be expressions of His Love. Cp Rom 8:28-39. In ordinary human life the more sure a child is of parental love, the more reason he has for obeying them and joy in obeying - so the more glad he is to meet them at any time. Any confidence that enables us to disobey God without fear, is Satan inspired. 

HE.. FEARETH/The man who fears, is not made perfect in love- He has not yet grown up into a mature appreciation of God’s love, and so God’s love hasn’t yet produced in Him the Christ-likeness which God’s love intends. Throughout this chapter, God, through John, insists that failure to love brothers is a disgrace. Those who are judgmental, harsh and unforgiving in their comments on, or treatment of, fellow-Christians have no reason to face Judgment day unafraid.

4:19-21 We love HIM because he first loved us- When we realised God’s saving love for us, that knowledge produced our first response of saving faith and love. Continuing awareness of His constant loving care, and sharing that love with one another, strengthens and deepens the response of love from our hearts. When we feel guilty or aware of the coldness of our hearts towards our Father and the Lord Jesus, the solution isn’t to try to whip ourselves into a more appreciative state and it’s no use working harder, Rev 2:1-5. George Mueller said that in order to cope with the demands of daily life he needed to spend a half hour bathing himself in the love of God before he started to work. I’ve not learned to do this, but coming to His Table, remembering Him and showing forth His death, Lk 22:19; 1 Cor 11:28, often blesses and restores me. 

If anyone says– John uses these words to set out what the False Teachers said, as in 1:5-2:11; 2:4, 9. he loves God, and hates his brother- Present tense, an on-going attitude and action. Instead of acting lovingly towards his brother, and meeting his physical needs, 3:17, he is ignoring or doing no more for his brother than he would if he hated him he is a liar– 1:6, 8, 10; 2:4, 9, 11; 3:17; 4:12. 1 Pet 4:8. anyone who does not love his brother– One who is like himself, in the same family, culture, etc, but particularly those in God’s “family.” The corresponding term in Mk 12:31 is “neighbour.” whom he has seen HOW CAN HE/cannot– Dunamai- Ability power. love God whom he has not seen- Those nearest in character and behaviour to God that we can meet in this life are God’s children, endowed with God’s nature, 2 Pet 1:3, and being moulded to the image of His Son, Rom 8:29. In God’s will we are all different, and naturally differ in the ways we view things and the way we behave. Just as ears, eyes, tongues, hands and feet, need to be different, so that sharing Christ’s life and love with each other will do good for the whole body, 1 Cor 12: 4-26: But all that the most gifted, energetic and sacrificially dedicated servant of God can ever do will be to God and man a mere annoying noise unless it’s an outworking of God’s love such as The Lord Jesus displayed in at His life, 1 Cor 13:1-6. 

And he has given us this COMMANDMENT/command.. HE THAT LOVETH/whoever loves God must also love his brother– Cp 2:7-11. To love one’s brother, or neighbour, is the commandment on which all the others depend and from which they get their character, Rom 13:7-10. Cp 3:11; Lev19:18; Mt 5:43-48; 22:36-40. In Jn 13:1-17 the Lord expressed his Love for His own by washing their feet and commanded that we follow His example by acting with similar concern for the comfort of our brothers in Christ. Let’s take up the challenge to act towards everyone as the Lord commands. His words in our ears, match the nature He has put in us. 4:9-11 is the truth, so let us trust and obey. It may be painful, Gal 2:20.

5:1-21 Victory Here & Now

(God Created us for a glorious purpose, Gen 1:26-27. And He Redeemed us so that purpose could be fulfilled, Rom 8:18-30; Heb 2:6-11; 1 Pet 1:18-21; Jude 24. God will make this happen in spite of the opposition of our enemies - sin within us, the world around us, and the Devil himself. This chapter tells us what we must do in order to experience and display this triumph, here and now. Those who believe the Gospel record that Jesus Christ is God the Son who became human for our salvation, receive Him, are born of and indwelt by the Spirit of God. As a result they live in a fellowship of love with God and with God’s other children. They are the only ones who can experience Victory in this life, and enjoy assurance of Eternal life.)

5:1-5 WHOSEVER BELIEVETH/Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God– Jn 1:12-13. It doesn’t say that everyone who says he believes in Christ. The reality of any professions of Faith in Christ is demonstrated by obedience to Christ including His command to love. And everyone THAT LOVETH HIM THAT BEGAT/who loves the father loves ALSO THE BEGOTTEN OF HIM/the child as well- In the ordinary life of this world it’s generally true that those who love a man, love his children – They care for the children’s welfare, not necessarily find them likeable. In any case this is talking about children within a family, his brothers and sisters. (This isn’t easy if the father shows unfair preference to one child as Jacob did to Joseph, but God never does that.) We ourselves, and every other child of God, have been born of God, into His family on the same terms, Jn 1:12-13; 3:3-16. God has granted Grace and love to them on the same terms as He did to us. This automatically commits us to love all His other children, and God insists that we love, and show loving care for them. That’s what our fellowship with Him involves, 1:5-6; 4:7, etc. In character, culture, etc they may be quite distasteful to us, but it was the fact that they were sinners that qualified them for Salvation, and that we are sinners was what qualified us – not how good or attractive we were. The Lord states plainly that if we see ourselves as being superior to others in any way, we’re likely to shut ourselves out from Joy and Blessing, 1:4; Lk 18:10-12. 

BY This is how we know– Ginosko. that we know we love the children of God; WHEN– Or whenever. WE LOVE/by loving God and KEEP/carrying out- Tereo- To be on guard, keep, be alert to do something. his COMMANDMENTS/ commands- So you can find out how much you love God’s children- This isn’t written the way that makes sense to us easily, but the message is clear. Loving God and keeping His commandments, including His command to love our brothers, are inseparable – like two sides of a coin, you can’t have one without having the other. And the most loving thing we can do for our brothers, is to trust and obey our Lord by doing what pleases Him. That will glorify Him by showing them the blessing of the life He has given us, and will encourage them also to enjoy that life to the full. Cp 2:5; 3:14, Jn 15:10-15, etc.

FOR This is love OF/for God– His Love for us, and our love for Him are inseparable - They are two sides of the coin of Love. THAT WE KEEP/to obey his COMMANDMENTS/commands– His Love decreed these commands for our eternal blessing. And his COMMANDMENTS/commands are not GRIEVOUS/ burdensome– Present tense, so a general truth about our ongoing experience in this life here and now. We must not think that doing His will is a heavy burden inflicted on us. Loving God means our doing what He tells us to do, and that isn’t an unreasonable burden as it is what our “Born of God” nature is designed to do. In one sense it is a constant dying to self, a being crucified with Christ. But doing so is a response to the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us, Gal 2:20. And as we trust and obey, try to love in response to His love, we find that it is what our new nature loves to do, and finds fulfilling. It’s like telling a mother to love and care for her baby, as in Ex 2:6-9. We’re not fish that God is telling to fly – He’s made us birds, and given us wings but we must learn to use them. 

   Enjoying His abundant Love for us, 3:1; Rom 5:5, moves us to love Him and seek to please Him. Cp the effect of Jacob’s love, Gen 29:20, and, more particularly, the love for David of the broken men, 1 Sam 22:1-2, who had become mighty through being with him, 2 Sam 23:14-16. The Lord’s commandments urge us to do that which His Love designed for us, so that we can live in His fellowship and live as He, as man on earth, lived in His Fathers love, Jn 14:15, 25; 15:9-12. Peter said that the Law had been too heavy a burden for God’s people the Jews, Acts 15:10. Paul says the same, Rom 7:9-24, but rejoiced in the freedom to live lives pleasing to God that follows justification by God’s Grace, Rom 8:1-6. And as we trust and obey, this becomes true increasingly in our experience. Cp 4:4; 5:1, 18; Mt 11:27-30; Jn 1:13; 3:21; 14:15; 15:9-10.

For– This gives the reason for the commandments not being too difficult for us – we’ve been born into a new life – a life of God’s Love. And as that love is the source and reason for the commandments, it is natural for the new life to keep them – its nature is in line with them. WHOSOEVER/everyone THAT IS born of God- All, or everyone born of God. (Literally the thing that is begotten out of God – as we have been, Jn 1:12-13; 3:2-7.) OVERCOMETH/overcomes- Present tense, a continuing, ongoing process, the world. This is the victory that OVERCOMETH/ has overcome the world, even our faith– Victory is granted by God to all those born of Him. The Creator is in every way superior to anything He created. So as we are God’s children His life in us can always defeat the world outside us. The other side of that coin is that our faith brings us victory. It brings us victory as it links us to the once-and-for-all victory of Christ on the Cross, Col 2:11-15. In our daily life we share in His painful, triumphant death, Gal 2:20, and experience victory in the measure that we trust and obey Him – God never forces His blessings on anyone. 

   Successful Christian living and work doesn’t depend on our personal strength or confidence, or ability and gift, 1 Cor 12:9. Strong confidence can be like a skater’s strong faith in weak ice! Realising our personal weakness may be the key to a fruitful life, 2 Cor 12:9-10. Who is he that OVERCOMETH/overcomes the world? BUT/Only he that believes= trusts and obeys – acts on what he says he believes, Jas 2:14-26. that Jesus is the Son of God- Unless we believe that, we have no reason to expect to win into living in fellowship with God against the pressure of the world. Faith in Christ as presented in the Gospel, makes us overcomers because it links us with the Overcomer who is proclaimed in the Gospel. Victory over the world (and the Flesh/natural self, and the devil) is available to the weakest child of God who trusts and obeys Jesus the Son of God. 

5:6-8 This is HE/the one that came By- En- In, by, with. water and blood – EVEN Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water- His public ministry as Messiah began at His baptism in water, Mt 3:13-17. and blood– His death as the Lamb of God, taking away the sin of the world, shedding His blood as an atoning sacrifice completed it, Jn 19:30. 
 And it is the Spirit THAT BEARETH WITNESS/who testifies because the Spirit is the truth- God’s Holy Spirit, who, as He is God, knows the truth about everything, and who speaks nothing but the truth, has assured us of these things through the mouths of the witnessing Apostles, 1:1-3. The Spirit testifies, both in God’s Word, 2 Pet 1:20-21, and in our hearts, Jn 14:16-17.  

[[ THERE ARE THREE THAT BEAR WITNESS IN HEAVEN, THE FATHER, THE WORD, AND THE HOLY GHOST, AND THESE THREE ARE ONE– [RT]. not in [Nes].These words are in the Roman Catholic versions, the KJV and New KJV, but not in most other versions. This does not mean that by omitting it other translation are insulting God and robbing His people (as condemned by Rev 22:19.) All Protestant Bibles are based on the Greek texts, as the original NT was, written in Greek. When Erasmus formed the original “Received Text” he left these words out as they weren’t in the Greek Text. They were in the Latin Vulgate – Apparently added by Jerome (in defiance of Rev 22:18 ) - so the Pope ordered Erasmus to put them in. He agreed to do that if they could be found in any Greek Text. So, when a Greek Text copied out only 100 years earlier (Apparently from a Latin text) was found in Dublin he put them in. The KJV used this revised text. The words make little sense to me as I can’t see any need for witnesses in Heaven as all who are there are in fellowship with God already, not needing to be won to faith in Christ, But if any Believer in Christ finds them helpful, that is fine. That other Christians ignore them is also beyond criticism as they are in no known Greek Text for the first 1200 years of the Church, and are not in the ancient Syrian (Peshito) translation. ]] 

For there are three- Deu 17:6; 19:15 says this guaranteed that what they said was true and sufficiently reliable and should be acted on. BEAR WITNESS/testify- Present participle, so literally are the ones bearing witness. They witness as God’s word is read and preached or shared. IN EARTH the Spirit– The Spirit testified at His baptism, and in the words of Peter etc, Acts 1:8; 2:14-40: 10:36-47, etc: And He still witnesses in what is written in Scripture, and in the hearts of hearers. the water and the blood– As in 5:6. and these three are ONE/in agreement- So the witness is valid, 5:7; Mt 18:16; Jn 5:32-37; 8:12-19; 15:26; 16:13-15

5:9-12 We RECEIVE/accept THE TESTIMONY OF MEN/man’s testimony.. THE WITNESS OF GOD/God’s testimony is greater– Greater in accuracy, reliability and importance. FOR THIS IS/because it is the WITNESS/testimony of God about his Son- We may have good reason to believe (or doubt) the testimony people give us about things. We have every reason to believe God’s witness to His Son – Spoken from heaven at His Baptism, on the Mt of Transfiguration, Jerusalem shortly before He was crucified, Jn 12:28, etc, and spoken through the Scriptures. Cp Jn 5:31-47. We know that what humans say may be flawed by ignorance, folly, a selfish desire to deceive, or at least twist the truth to the speaker’s advantage. But, if we refused to believe human testimony the whole world of education, culture, business and social living would be closed to us. And unless we believe what God says in the Bible we can know nothing of the spiritual life in fellowship with Him that is offered to us in the Gospel. Mt 3:17; Jn 5:32-37; 8:18; 1 Cor 2:1-12.
HE THAT BELIEVETH/Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this witness in HIMSELF/his heart- God’s external witness in Creation, Rom 1:20, and in His Word read or preached, is confirmed in our hearts and minds by the Holy Spirit. HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT/Anyone who does not believe God has made him A LIAR/out to be a liar because he BELIEVETH NOT/has not believed.. God GAVE OF/has given about his Son- To reject what God the Holy Spirit says in God’s Word, is to call God a liar. Witness to the reality of our Lord’s incarnation is the main point in this epistle. 1:1-3; Jn 3:16-33.

This is the RECORD/testimony, God has given.. eternal life.. in his Son. He THAT HATH/who has the Son has life- Eternal life is ours if Christ is ours and we are His, Jn 3:36; 17:3. He who does not have the Son of God does not have life- The negative is emphatic – there is no possibility that those who reject God’s Gospel can have eternal life. Cp 1:2; 2:25; 4:9; 5:11-13, 29; Jn 1:4; 3:15-16.
5:13-15 THESE THINGS HAVE I WRITTEN/write these things– The whole letter. THAT YE MAY BELIEVE/to you who believe ON/in the name– Believe what He is as described in His name – Jesus Christ the Lord. Cp 3:23. of the Son of God so that you may know– Eido- Understand, and so live in the truth. that you have eternal life- 1:1-3; 2:12-14, 25; 3:1, 14, 23; 4:9, 13; 21; 5:11-13, 20; Jn 3:36; 17:3; 20:31. All this is in the Present tense – In God’s will, the knowing, believing and having, are to be our present experience. 
This is the CONFIDENCE/assurance we have in HIM/approaching God, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us- In Greek, to hear means to listen to, and make a suitable response to what is asked for. God is interested in what concerns us, and wants us to talk to Him about it, and He will respond in whatever way is for our good as He loves us. 2:28; 3:2-3; Mt 7:7; Mk 11:24; Jn 14:13; 15:7; 1 Pet 5:6-7. God hasn’t give us a blank cheque that we can fill in to get money to buy whatever we might desire from the World’s stores. It’s a draft for supplies from the Lord’s own store. (This is a good pattern for God’s people to follow. When people ask for help from the Bible Chapel - where I enjoy fellowship with Christ in witness, work and worship - they are given a draft which entitles the local Supermarket to supply them with groceries (not cigarettes or alcohol) at our expense. 

If we know that he hears us WHATSOEVER/whatever we asked, we know that we have THE PETITIONS THAT/what we DESIRED/asked for- These verses assure readers that God hears – listens to, takes notice of and responds to - the prayers of his obedient children – those who live in fellowship with Him in His Love, 2:28; 3:21; Jn 15:10; Jude 20-21. Present tense - the asking and receiving are gong on here and now. John now gives an example of things to pray for that God will be able to give us. 

5:16-17 If ANY MAN/anyone sees his brother commit a sin- Present participle, so literally “is sinning a sin” This is true of sin generally, but clearly must apply to the main sin John has been talking about – the sin of not loving his brother 3:14. That sin shows the brother who is sinning by not loving, is living in “death.” If God in grace has granted him eternal life he isn’t living in this life. He is living in a way that Satan supplies, and his loveless attitude is threatening God’s life in himself and others. And all he does will be unprofitable, dead works, Rom 6:1-23; 8:1-16; 1 Cor 3:9-15; 13:1-3; Heb 6:1-9:14 - until he takes up and obeys 1:9. WHICH IS/that does not lead to death, he SHALL ASK/should pray and God will give him life- Cp Jas 5:15, 20. In what sense give him life? God in grace calls people to eternal life. And when in response they “come, ” ”ask,” “believe, ” “eat,” Jn 6:35-40, 47, 53-57, 68-69, He gives eternal life, and they receive it. (From Eph 2:8 I understand that as well as calling us, He gives the enabling to respond in Faith.) He has said that nothing any of them does, or can do can take that gift away from them, Rom 11:29. This is true of all Believers, but God alone knows who they are. There is no assurance of life to anyone (whoever they are, or what faith they profess, or experiences they may claim) unless the way they are living demonstrates that they really have Christ and eternal life in them. God gives solemn warnings about this, 1:5-6; 2:4-6; 3:3-10; 4:7-11; Mt 7:18-27; 18:21-35; 2 Tim 1:19. 
 

.. SIN NOT UNTO/does not lead to death. All UNRIGHTEOUSNESS/wrong doing is sin– In saying that many sins are forgivable there’s a danger that readers might think those sins don’t matter much. John warns us that all wrongdoing is sin, a sin against God’s love, forgivable only because that sin was borne by Christ on Calvary. It’s an avoidable addition to His atoning woe. Every time a Christian sins it is a disgraceful blow to the Son of God who loved us, Gal 2:20. The only advocate we have is Jesus Christ the righteous who removes sin on the only possible terms.

There is a sin UNTO/that leads to death, I DO NOTSAY/am not asking that he should pray FOR IT/about that- Cp Num 15:30; Jer 7:8-16; 14:11-12; Heb 6:4-8; 10:26; Jas 5:15. There are some things that God will not forgive. God doesn’t desire or will the death of any, Ezek 33:11; 2 Pet 3:9; and invites sinners to reason with Him, Isa 1:13-18. His word says that when He has done all He can for anyone, He accepts their refusal to respond in faith as final and forgiveness is neither open to them, nor desired by them, Heb 6:1-8. And, asking God to forgive those described in Heb 10:26-31 would make no sense. With their eyes open they have chosen against God and against life, and this is despising and insulting God, and His Grace. They have chosen to go beyond hope, and there state is hopeless, 
 no matter who prays for them, Ezek 14:13-20. I believe that Judas reached this point when in response to the Lord’s love and its challenge he “went out into the darkness,” Jn 13:25-30. 

5:18-21 We know- Eido- To know with the mind, understand. that WHOEVER IS/anyone– Pas- All, everyone. born of God SINNETH NOT/does not continue in sin- Anyone who has been born into God’s family doesn’t continue to live a sinful life. Any sinning is the product of his fallen-in-Adam sinful nature. It’s impossible for his new born-of-God nature to sin, but if he doesn’t count his old nature as dead, sin will still dominate his life. He must continually choose for Christ against self, Rom 6:1-8:16. The one who is born of God– Jn 1:12-13; 3:2-16; 2 Cor 5:17-6:1. KEEPETH HIMSELF/keeps him safe– Our Lord alone can keep us safe, but He does this only for those who play their part by believing, trusting and obeying Him, responding to His voice, 1:7; Jn 10:26-29; 15:10; 17:12; Rom 1:16; 8::1-16, 28-39; 1 Pet 1:5; Jude 22-24. By abiding in Christ we keep ourselves safe and the WICKED/evil one TOUCHETH HIM NOT/does not touch him- Sinning isn’t the natural sphere of the Christian, and as long as he stays in fellowship with the Saviour, Satan can’t possibly reach him to do harm, 4:4; Job 1:8-10; Ps 34:7; Phil 4:4-9; Jas 1:27.

We know– Eido- To know with the mind.  that we are children of God and that the whole world LIETH IN WICKEDNESS/is under the control of the evil one– This continues the contrast between the situation of God’s children in Christ, and the Christ-rejecting community of the world. They are two separate groups, 4:6; Jn 17:15-23; Rom 3:23-25; 1 Cor 15:19-26, 46-57; 2 Cor 4:3-6.

We know– Eido- To know with the mind. We read God’s Word, understand what it means, and are responsible to do what it says. Present tense – it’s an on-going state of knowing. also that the Son of God IS/has come, and HATH given us AN understanding- Dianoia- Mind, intellectual understanding, Mk 12:30, etc. Cp 1 Cor 2:4-16. And we are in him who is true – even in his Son Jesus Christ– God has provided us with insights and understanding that enable us to have knowledge of the true God, Jn 1:14-18; 17:3; 20:30-31; 1 Cor 2:6-16; Heb 1:1-3. so that we may know– Ginosko- To know by having fellowship with. Present tense, it is an on-going state and process. him who is true– In contrast to all the imaginary false ones – visible idols, or the things that modern man chooses to treat as being of greatest importance and value - money, possessions, success, popularity, sexual gratification, etc. We know the true God as proclaimed in the Gospel, and having responded in faith we live in the one and only true God, as we live in His Son, Jesus Christ, Lk 24:45; Jn 14:6; 15:1-12. 

This is the true God and eternal life– 2 Chr 15:3; Jer 10:10; Jn 17:3; 1 Th 1:9. Throughout this Epistle John has reminded us that in the Gospel God has granted to us the glorious privilege of knowing Him, the only the true God, and receiving eternal life. Now, as we love Him in response to His love and enjoy the blessings God’s love is showering upon us, John challenges us, Dear children– As in 2:1, 12, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21 Jn 13:33-35; Gal 4:19. keep yourselves God won’t do that for us. He wants us to be sons, not slaves, Rom 8:1-16; Gal 3:23-4:7; 5:1, 13-26.. from idols- Keep yourself from putting anything other than God first in your lives. Don’t let anything else become more important to you than God your Father, and Jesus your Saviour and Lord who you know to be true, and real to you, through the Gospel. When John wrote the whole world of business, social and political life functioned in relation to Idols and their temples. But this is equally true in the secular Western world today, except that the idols that govern it are invisible - Money, material possessions, power, popularity, success, etc. And it’s still true that unless people make them their priority, they won’t be a success in the modern world. And in the religious world there are still false prophets offering “Feel- good idols” such as self fulfillment, health, wealth and happiness. But even when John wrote, those who kept clear of visible idols could be worshipping money and possessions as the actions of the man in 3:17 showed that he was doing.

2nd & 3rd John 

Introduction

Unlike 1 John, these are set out in the normal form of letters at that time. The writer names himself and those he is writing to, greets them, acknowledges good news received, and closes with a formula that conveys greetings. All three epistles emphasise both love, and truth. Where people deny the truth and are committed to spreading false teachings about God and the Gospel, our love is shown by being firm in giving no support or encouragement to that. And by our concentrating on witnessing to the true Gospel of the God of Love, and giving all possible help and encouragement to those who have committed themselves to spreading it.

1st John discusses the whole situation thoroughly, and is aimed at a number of congregations which were having to struggle to defend themselves against false teachers. 2nd John summarises this in a brief personal note to a church which might soon have to face such a struggle. 3rd John doesn’t mention specific doctrines. It simply says we’re to walk in the ways of the original Gospel, especially the importance of showing love to travelling preachers. And the problem of leadership by those who love themselves more that they love God or their brothers, and so try to fence off a congregation as their own exclusive property. 

2. John

2 Jn 1-3 The elder- Presbuteros. In God’s order local churches are under the leadership of Elders, mature Believers who are Overseers (Bishops in KJV and R. C. translations.) We read of them in Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23; 16:4; 20:17. (The booklet “Leadership Among the People of God” which is gladly supplied on request covers this more fully.) In relation to the Church in general, John was an Apostle - an authorized witness to the Church as a whole, throughout all lands, and all times. In relation to the local church in the town where he lived he was an Elder. John in his selfless love for the Lord and the Lord’s people chose to write as a fellow-elder, who lived and served under the Lord as they did. Cp Peter in 1 Pet 5:4, and Paul in Eph 3:1-2; Philemon  1:1-2.

UNTO/To the ELECT/chosen lady– Kuria- This is the feminine form of Kurios- Lord. Kurios is used in the NT of the “Lords” of this world, but mostly of the Lord Jesus. So, while Kuria was sometimes used as a personal name, or title of an important woman, it is more probable that it’s used here of a church congregation. As church- Ekklesia is feminine and the Church is the Bride of Christ, it would be reasonable to use this title to address a local church, as part or the Bride of our Lord. Cp 1 Pet 5:13. her children whom I love in truth – and not I only, but also.. all who know– Ginosko- Know personally and are in fellowship with the truth– This describes all true Christians, all church members, 1 Cor 12:13. FOR THE TRUTHS SAKE/because of the truth WHICH DWELLETH/lives in us and will be with us forever- Jesus Christ is the Truth, Jn 14:6, the Spirit is, 1 Jn 5:6; the Bible is, Jn 17:17. Cp; 3:18; Jn 8:32; 1 Pet 5:1.
Grace, BE WITH YOU mercy and peace– Cp Jn 14:27; 16:33; Acts 10:36; Rom 1:7; 5:1; Eph 2:17. from God the Father, and from THE LORD Jesus Christ the Father’s Son.. in truth and love- This gives both a greeting and a blessing based on the Gospel truth that expresses God’s love. We are totally dependent on God’s grace, mercy, and peace, and they come to us from God the Father and the Son through the work of the Holy Spirit. We would benefit from spending more time thinking of this, and in thanking God for this constantly, rejoicing in Him, and seeking to make the fullest use of God’s provision in fellowship with Him and to His glory, 1 Tim 1:2.

4-6 I REJOICED GREATLY/It has given me great joy– Chairo - To be cheerful, calmly happy. Chairo was often used as a greeting. THAT I FOUND OF THY/to find some of your children– Some members of your congregation, presumably travelling away from home, and so John had met them. walking- Going through life step by step. in the truth. just as WE RECEIVED COMMANDMENT FROM/the Father commanded us- They were living their lives in fellowship with the truth - Christ and His will, as proclaimed in the Gospel, Jn 13:34; 1 Jn 1:9.

And now.. NOT AS THOUGH I WROTE A NEW COMMANDMENT UNTO THEE/I am not writing you a new command, but one.. from the beginning. THAT WE/I ask that we love one another- John isn’t issuing any new orders, but simply reminding them, and us, to see that we continue to love one another, Jn 13:34-35; 15:12, 17; 1 Jn 2:7; 3:11; 4:7, 11.

And this is love that we walk AFTER HIS COMMANDMENTS/in obedience to His commands.. from the beginning- 1 Jn 1:1-2. you SHOULD walk in IT/love- Which is also the truth, verse 4, and the light, 1 Jn 1:5. The OT Law commanded that we love God, and neighbour, Lev 19:18; Deu 6:5; Lk 10:27-37, and everyone fell short in this. Christ’s law is love, 5, 7, 19, 20; written on our heart, under the New Covenant, Heb 8:8-13. Cp Jn 14:15-21; Rom 5:5; 8:1-16; 13:10; Gal 5:14. 1 Jn 2:5, 7, 24; 5:3. If we are going to walk / live in God’s love day by day we must live in obedience to what God commands, 1 Jn 1:5; 5:3. This is so because to live like that is possible only by the guidance and power of the Spirit of God in us keeping us in fellowship with the Lord. When we are doing that we are living in fruitful fellowship with Him, Jn 15:1-14, so that He lives His life in us, and our attitudes, thoughts, words and actions make Him and His will visible. 

7-11 Many deceivers who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh- The reality of God taking up human nature and body, Jn 1:14, is essential to the reality of His identification with us in death and resurrection, Rom 5:12-19; 1 Cor 15: 1-58; 1 Jn 1:1-4; 2:18, 19, 26; 28; 4:1. have gone out into the world.. the deceiver and the antichrist- 2 Pet 2:1-2; 1 Jn 4:1-3. Christ crucified Jn 17:1; 1 Cor 1:22-24, is the saving message of God’s Gospel. All false Gospels are “Anti-Christ” in that they distract attention from Christ and His Gospel and offer kinds of “salvation” that promise to help people to give them what they would like to have and enjoy - But without any need to turn from sin in repentance and surrender themselves into the hands of the one and only Saviour so that He can save them from their sins and from the eternal consequences of them. Anything that promises God’s blessings without repentance and turning from sin and self-centredness, is blasphemous folly, Mk 8:31-38.

LOOK TO YOURSELVES/Watch out.. do not lose– The words have the sense that because of failing to keep hold of them we will find them missing when we arrive at the end of our journey, or ruined, destroyed, as a result of carelessness. Cp 1 Tim 6:20; 2 Tim 2:2; 3:13-4:8; Heb 2:1-4. THOSE THINGS.. WROUGHT/worked for.. FULL REWARD/be rewarded fully- It is those who use what the Lord has given them that are rewarded in Mt 25:20-23; Lk 19:16-19. 1 Cor 3:11-18 adds to this the reminder that the Christ as revealed in the Gospel set out in the NT, Eph 2:19-23 is the only foundation. And those who are built on it, and who build on it, must build only that which is of eternal value. Anything of our fleshly natures and of the world’s wisdom would defile it, and what such efforts can build will be destroyed when tested by fire. Cp 1 Cor 3:11-17.

WHOEVER TRANSGRESSETH/Anyone who runs ahead- Proago- To go forward. To go ahead in the sense of going too far, (or aside) and stepping off the true path of the Gospel that God has given. If what someone teaches doesn’t stay within the boundaries of God’s revealed truth, it is one of the Devil’s lies. The message may be popular because it seems logical to us (Eg if the blessed are elect to salvation, the rest must be elect to damnation). Or because it’s more emotionally satisfying (Eg If God loves you as His child He must heal you if you are sick). The reason for its popularity is given in 1 Jn 4:5-6. HE THAT ABIDETH/whoever continues in– 1 Jn 2:24; 3:6. the DOCTRINE/ teaching– Didache- Teaching. What is taught by a Teacher- Didaskolos- Teacher, as in Jn 3:2. OF CHRIST- What the Bible teaches about Christ, and what Christ teaches, the doctrine that comes from Christ, as in Jn 7:16-17. has both the Father and the Son– Cp 1 Jn 1:3; 2:22-23. Quite simply, anyone who in His teaching goes beyond what God says in His Word automatically leaves God behind. 
 No matter how gifted and successful he may be, he is working on his own authority and can say and do only what has no eternal value. Cp Mt 7 15-28; 2 Tim 3:1-17. The man who is so ”advanced” that he is not content with what Christ taught, has in fact no God. Founders of Cults claim to know God in ways beyond what the Bible teaches, but all we can know of the only true God has been revealed by Him in the Bible record. And especially in the person of His Son Jesus Christ, who is truly man as well as truly God, Heb 1:1-3. 

If THERE COME/anyone comes to you.. BRING NOT THIS DOCTRINE/does not bring this teaching RECEIVE HIM NOT/do not take him into your house NEITHER BID HIM GOD SPEED/or welcome him- We are to be tolerant and patient with Christians who don’t have a clear grasp of God’s Gospel – they are lambs needing shepherd care, Rom 14:1. But those who teach things that contradict or ignore the statements of God’s Gospel are wolves pretending to be sheep so they can prey on God’s flock, Mt 7:15. And the food their teaching offers is infected with cancer producing lies of Satan, 2 Tim 2:17.or poisoned. We owe it to the Lord, ourselves, and to other Christians to give them no encouragement. Cp Rom 16:11-20; 2 Cor 11:1-15; 2 Tim 2:22-26; Titus 3:9-10. 
 Anyone who welcomes him IS A PARTAKER OF/shares in his EVIL - Eph 5:11; 1 Tim 5:22; Jude 23.

12-13 HAVING MANY THINGS/I have much to write UNTO/to you.. BUT/Instead.. SPEAK/talk with you face to face – There are many thoughts, cares, joys and sorrows which we would like to share with our friends, but putting them down on paper isn’t suitable as we can’t immediately clear up any misunderstanding of what we mean. The children of THY ELECT/your chosen sister– The members of your sister congregation here, as in 1 Pet 5:13. GREET THEE/send their greetings. AMEN.

3. John

(2nd John warns against helping the Lord’s enemies who are spreading false teaching. 3rd John urges us to help the Lord’s servants who are spreading His Gospel) 

3 Jn 1-4. The Elder- As in 2 Jn 1:1. UNTO/To.. Gaius- Possibly the man mentioned in Acts 19:29; 20:4; Rom 16:23 or 1 Cor 1:14. But Gaius was a common name. All God tells us is that he was a fine Christian, and that encourages us to seek grace to be like him. I WISH ABOVE ALL THINGS/pray that.. you may..’ BE IN/enjoy good health.. even as your soul PROSPERETH/is getting along well- This makes it clear that blaming anyone’s poor physical health on their failure to live as God wants them to, or their failure to have faith enough to claim healing, is nonsense. We dare not suggest such things about others, but 1 Cor 11:22-31 reminds us that we do need to examine ourselves and ask God to show us if our physical sickness has spiritual causes. And at times it may be good for us to ask whether we are as spiritually healthy as we are physically. 
I REJOICED GREATLY/It gave me great joy.. TESTIFIED/tell about your faithfulness to the truth.. THOU WALKEST/continue to walk in the truth– Those who know and love the Saviour rejoice, and are encouraged, whenever they hear of others who are also walking with Him in the light of the truth, 1 Jn 1:5-6. We should spend the time God’s grace gives us to spread such news, not wasting it in spreading or listening to criticisms and scandal, Eph 5:1-12; Phil 4:5-9; Col 4:5-6; Jas 3:1-18; 4:11-12. To have the truth in us is good. It is much better and more important to walk in it and have it shining out in our lives for everyone to see, Phil 2:13:16. 

I have no greater joy- Nothing makes me happier than to hear that my children WALK/are walking in the truth- It is a joy to honour our Lord by sharing the good news of Christ, Acts 1:8. But it’s a greater joy to see people receive Him, and grow in joyful fellowship with Christ in His truth and ways. In it al we are sharing His work of love, and sharing in His joy in its success in us and others from its start, Lk 15:10 until it blossoms in Glory, Mt 25:21. This joy in the Lord strengthens us so that we can cope with the grief we feel when those who seemed to have come to life in Christ, return shamelessly to their old way of life, 2 Pet 2:20-22. Cp 1 Cor 4:14-16; Gal 4:19; 1 Th 2:7-8; 1 Tim 1:2; 2 Tim 1:2; Phile 10; 2 Jn 4. 

5–8. THOU DOEST FAITHFULLY/you are faithful in what you are doing TO/for the BRETHREN/brothers, even though they are strangers to you– The way Gaius treated Christians who he had never met before, showed his faithfulness and loyalty to the Lord Jesus. Cp 1 Jn 3:17-19. He valued them as they belonged to the Lord and were working at doing His will, so Gaius cared for them. BORNE WITNESS/told the church about your CHARITY/love– Agape. The importance of hospitality is stressed, and the way people treat others is linked with the way they treat Christ, in Mt 10:40-42; 25:40; Acts 9:4; Jas 3:8-10; 1 Jn 4:20-21. Hospitable Believers may find they and their family are blessed, Mt 10:11-13; Heb 13:2; and in a measure, at times, ordinary meals shared may become a sacrament, as in Lk 24:29-35. Cp Acts 2:41-47; Rom 12:13; 

IF.. FORWARD ON THEIR JOURNEY/send them on their way– Propempo- To provide help - food, money, clothing, companions, advice and encouragement as in Acts 15:3; Rom 15:24; 1 Cor 16:6; Col 1:10; 1 Th 2:12; Titus 3:13. Not just saying friendly encouraging farewell words, but giving them whatever practical help is possible, 1 Jn 3:18. in a manner worthy of God FOR HIS NAMES SAKE/It was for the sake of the Name they went FORTH/out- Aorist tense. A specific action and occasion when they gave up their home and pattern of life, to travel in the Lord’s service, spreading His Gospel and teaching His people. The Lord had given them work to do, and they looked to Him and to His people to make that service possible. TAKING NOTHING/ receiving no help from the GENTILES/pagans– Ethnos- The ordinary people of this world, non-Christians. G. Muller, A. N. Groves, Hudson Taylor of the CIM, etc pointed out that it is unnatural and dangerous to look to the world for the financial support of preaching God’s Gospel or doing His work. 
 To do so automatically pressures God’s servants to turn God’s work into the kind of work that Godless people approve of. The kind of work that they can understand, admire and support as it’s the kind of thing they feel they ought to do themselves, and are happy to pay someone else to do. And, as it gives them no reason to believe that God has better ideas or more power than they have, it bolsters pride, self-righteousness etc. They may think that because they give to God’s work, God will look after them when life ends, and they do not need to repent and tourn to Christ for Salvation.

We ought therefore to RECEIVE SUCH/show hospitality to such men so that we MIGHT BE FELLOWHELPERS TO/may work together for the truth– We ourselves ought to be spreading His Love and Gospel. Helping others who are doing this, and seeing what the Lord enables others to do, helps and encourages us in our own witness. Cp  Acts 5:41; 28:15; Phil 2:9; Heb 10:23-25.`

9-12 I wrote to the church– Presumably the church of which Gaius is a member. If so Gaius isn’t obeying Diotrophes. but Diotrophes, who LOVETH/loves TO HAVE PREEMINENCE/to be first- Cp Pride of life, 1 Jn  2:16. This explains his attitude and behaviour towards John. The Lord warns against this desire, Mt 18:1-6; 23:1-12; Mk 9:33-40; 10:35-45; Jas 4:10-11; 1 Pet 5:1-9, and it’s a disaster to the man and others. 
 Cp John Baptist Jn 3:25. RECEIVETH US NOT/will have nothing to do with us– Won’t acknowledge John’s authority as an Apostle, or the authority of his message – the original Gospel as in 1 Jn 1:1-5. He might not yet be welcoming False Teachers, or have become one himself, but by refusing to listen to God-appointed witnesses, he is placing himself and his followers at risk. Cp Acts 20:26-27; Rom 16:17-18; 2 Cor 11:1-20; Gal 1:6-9; 4:16-19; 5:7-12. 

WHEREFORE/So, if I come, I will REMEMBER/call attention to– Huupomimnesko– To remind quietly, warn, expose. Cp 2 Tim 2:14. .. PRATING AGAINST/gossipping- Phluareo– To criticise idly or to talk nonsense, or without grounds for saying what is said, because the person enjoys making trouble. WITH MALICIOUS WORDS/ maliciously about us- Cp 2 Cor 12:19-13:6. 2 Cor 13:10. Not CONTENT/ satisfied with that NEITHER.. RECEIVE/refuses to welcome the BRETHREN/brothers, FORBIDDETH/ stops.. 
 CHASETH THEM/puts them out of the church- Or does all he can to put them out of the church. If, as it seems, Gaius and Demetrius are in the same church as Diotrophes, he hadn’t been able to put them out, so this must be what it means. He stirs up the congregation against visiting preachers, and, as much as he can, isolates the congregation from them. 

FOLLOW NOT/do not imitate.. evil- (Diotrophes) but THAT WHICH/what is good- (Demetrius). John backs these examples with an obvious truth he has already stated in 1 Jn 3:7. Cp Ps 34:14; 37:27; 1 Jn 2:28; 3:8, 10. HE THAT DOETH/Anyone who does good is from God.. does.. evil has not seen God- Doesn’t know anything about God and has had no contact with Him. Demetrius.. GOOD REPORT/is well spoken of by ALL MEN/everyone AND OF/even by the truth itself– He’s not just a pleasant and agreeable, friendly Christian. His life isn’t merely winsome and attractive to people. It is being lived in the way set out in the Gospel, God’s truth, 1 Jn 1:6; 2 Jn 4; 3 Jn 3. It’s good to be witnessing to the Truth, but better still for people to find as they check what God’s Word says that the truth bears witness to us, and to the truth of what we say. Jn 19:36; 21:24; Acts 6:3; 1 Tim 3:7. We also BEAR RECORD/speak well of him.. our RECORD/testimony is true– Cp Jn 19:35; 21:24.This provides the two or three witness God’s Law required as proof. Cp 1 Jn 5:8. 

13-14 Closes as 2nd Jn did with the addition of. Greet the friends there by name– Personally, as being interested in them as individuals, not just as a group. We should be like that, as God loves individually, and cares about each of us, Mt 11:29-31; Lk 12:6-7; Jn 10:3; Eph 6:23; 1 Pet 5:14.

E.Read.  23.5.08.
Corrections or Criticism with a view to Improvement are welcomed.
[As I’m 83 years, increasing confusion of mind, clumsiness of hand & poorer eyesight, make errors more frequent– please forgive them. 2 Cor 8:12 is a comfort, as always.]
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� Heresies and Errors come in pairs – Like ditches on both sides of the highway of truth. Or two prongs on the Devil’s fork. Satan as Angel of Light, 2 Cor 11:11-15 prompted some to shout “Jesus is God” so loudly that His being really human seemed unimportant. And those shouting “Jesus was man,” gave the impression that His being God was less than real. And worst of all the whole wonder and Glory of the incarnation was treated by even the most orthodox as something to quarrel about bitterly, slandering each other and twisting their statements as if Jas 1:19-20; 3:13-18; 4:7-12, hadn’t been written. As if God wouldn’t defend His truth and grant victory to it, if only we would proclaim it in love, and trust and obey Him, 1 Jn  4:4-12; 5:3-5; Eph 4:11-16; Phil 2:1-16.. 


� Greek Philosophy– When Paul preached in Athens, Acts 17, the Stoics were the only ones who believed in any kind of “God,” or that the human spirit would survive death. They said that the human body was of no spiritual value, and the idea of bodily resurrection was ridiculous as to them, death freed the human spirit from the body which was its prison. These ideas resulted in despising the human body as being so worthless and corrupt that sin was to be expected and didn’t matter, and nothing good done by the body was of any value. “Salvation” according to them was a matter of being indifferent to actions and responsibilities in ordinary life. And the human spirit enjoying fellowshipping with God by meditation, mystical experiences, by learning from experts it who had superior “Knowledge.” These ideas appealed to the well-educated and cultured people at that time, and are still the basis of Eastern religions, and their “Gurus” find followers in the Western world.


“Improved” Gospels- Foolish human pride led men to imagine that God’s Gospel of “Christ crucified” needed to be improved by adjusting it to this world’s Wisdom, 1 Cor 1:17-31. Paul wrestled with this at Corinth where, in accordance to that wisdom, “spiritual gifts and experiences” were aimed at, and sexual sins, court cases between Christians, and denial of the resurrection were tolerated. In line with Greek Philosophy in the next 300 years those who claimed to have special Knowledge- Gnosis of God were called “Gnostics.” According to their “wisdom-Knowledge” any human body was too corrupt for God to live in so Jesus couldn’t be really God. They also claimed to “know” by their “Spiritual” fellowship with God that their sinning didn’t matter as their body was evil and simply doing what was natural to it. (I’ve heard of an African Christian saying that he knew God approved of his taking a second wife, as he could still “speak in tongues.”) It is against such Satan inspired, lying, nonsense that John wrote to warn God’s people, and explained why such ideas are popular, and how we can get victory over them, 4:1-7. 


In recent years  great publicity and profit has been gained in the Western world by publishing (the Da Vinci Code, etc) carefully edited, interpreted and adjusted copies of some of these old writings – so-called “Gospels” of Thomas, etc. Claiming them to be “The original Christian Gospels” is clearly nonsense as they contradict each other and were all written long after the NT, copies of which vary in minor details only. That the “False Gospels” were written in vague, mystical language, allows people to take whatever meaning they wish. And as they were written by people on the “Lunatic Fringe” of Christianity, and were valued so little that only a few tattered copies survive, means that a modern writer can “fill in the gaps” as he pleases. 


� It’s important to go back to the beginning of anything – Who made the thing, what it was intended to do, how it should be used and maintained for safe and profitable use, etc. The Gospel is based on what our Creator made us for. It fulfils the purpose He had for us before the beginning of mankind, Gen 1:26-27. This beginning determined what we ought to be, and the way we must live in order to accomplish God’s intended purpose, which will also bring us maximum joy and fulfillment. To make our joy and fulfillment our goal – to do what looks good to us, as Adam did, is a short cut that makes them impossible because our joy and fulfillment is a by-product of out fellowship with God as that is the purpose God had for us when He made Adam and Eve.


� They were commanded to teach others, Mt 28:18-20, so that others could experience the truth of the Gospel and demonstrate it in their lives as they also repeated and spread the original Gospel as recorded in the NT. As a result the witness continues today, and everyone blessed by the Gospel is responsible to pass it on, wherever they are, Acts 1:8. God’s Word closes with the command for us all to repeat the witness in its original form, until He returns, Rev 22:16-20.


� The words heard, seen, touched are in the perfect tense – it’s not something that needs to be repeated, or requires additional experiences in order to remain true. This witness of the senses of hearing, sight and touch fulfils the requirement set out in God’s Law as being adequate to be acted on, Deu 19:15.


� The closeness of identity and fellowship between Father and Son is emphasised in this Epistle, along with the fact that there is no possibility of fellowship with God, apart from, and through Jesus Christ and what He has done for us.


� The Gospel is designed to bring eternal joy, Mt 2:10; 13:44; 25:21; 28:8; Lk 1:14, 44; 2:10; 24:41, 52; Acts 2:44; 8:8; 13:52; 15:3; 22-31; 20:24; Rom 5:11; 14:17; 15:13; 2 Cor 8:2; Gal 5:22; 1 Th 1:6; Heb 12:2; 1 Pet 1:8; 4:13; Jud 24. When the Gospel is preached, that’s good. When it is believed, received and claimed by faith, and begins transforming the lives of the hearers, there is joy in Heaven, Lk 15:7. Saved sinners are kept by the power of God and will be presented faultless before Him in glory, Jude 24. In the meantime the joy of the Lord is our strength. Neh 8:10.


� John is talking about all, and any, sin. There are no harmless sins. It’s so easy for people to make excuses saying “Well, I guess I shouldn’t have done that, but everyone does that sort of thing. I don’t count it as sin – I haven’t sinned!” We must never be careless or indifferent about sin. A little lie is a lie, A little spiteful word can spoil the happiness of a family, or divide a church fellowship, Song of S. 2:15. A little sin is like a little hole in a car tyre, or a diving suit or space ship, but worse. God hates sin and can’t be indifferent to it. He loves sinners and is eager to forgive and cleanse them but He says Go, and sin no more, Jn 8:11. Cp Ps 51:2-21; 


� That He is righteous, and acts only righteously, rules out any shallow or frivolous attitude on the part of the sinner. Christ isn’t a lawyer hired by us, to get us off the punishment due to us, so that we can continue to break God’s law. And harden our hearts against the need to love God and stay in fellowship with Him on the basis of doing his revealed will, Jn 15:10. The Gospel offers Christ the Righteous, who, on a righteous basis, will make anyone righteous who wants to be righteous. This is the only Salvation and eternal life anyone can ever have. Those who do not want the Saviour to save them from sinning so that they can live in fellowship with Him – whatever their profession of orthodox doctrine, or professed spiritual experiences, or successful work for God - are only fooling themselves and heading for disaster, Mt 7:21-27. A Christian Probation Officer has assured me that the only way a criminal released from prison under supervision could break free form his criminal companions and habits was for him to be taken promptly to confess any re-offending. The humiliation of facing the situation honestly helped him to benefit from a further chance to make good.


� The Gnostics claimed to know God and have fellowship with Him superior to the experience of those who received Christ as proclaimed in the Gospel. John says the assurance that you know God, is a heart’s desire to do and be what His Gospel proclaims as His will, and a continued effort to be what He purposed for us, and now enables us to be. Keep His commandments, 2:3, keep His word, 2:5, walk as He walked, 2:6. 


� In  Greek Agape was related to the word for like, or prefer. In LXX Agape is used to translate the Hebrew word for an act of will, rather than an emotion -- Thou shalt Love the Lord thy God, not thou shalt feel love towards the Lord. It was something that they could choose to do, and must choose to do, with heart, mind and strength. God’s love- Agape for us is most easily understood in terms of parental love, love that wants good for the loved one. Jn 16:27 speaks of God’s love– Phileo- Friendship love for us. Jn 15:16-17 speaks of the Lord calling us (and calling us to be) His friends- Philos. God’s youngest children know Him, 2:12-13; Jn 1:12-13, but the knowledge a baby has of mother and father is very limited. The purpose of its life is to grow up into increasing knowledge, fellowship with them. God’s saving love Agape  Jn 3:16, in us is made complete when it moves us to do what He in Love has commanded us to do as that means we are fellowshipping with Him. Cp 2:3; 3:3; 16-18, 23, 24; 4:12, 13; 5:2; Jn 14:15.


� New in that a new factor has entered into the situation since Christ’s death and resurrection. The Spirit had descended, the church had been formed and God’s people had moved into a new and closer bond of brotherhood, Acts 2:1-47. That God’s Spirit was in the Church and each of its members, empowering them to shine out the Gospel light, Acts 1:8; Phil 2:15, was beginning to displace the Darkness. This was an unfolding of God’s eternal purposes that existed from the beginning, and Acts 10:1-48 showed that Peter’s words on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:21 had a wider meaning than anyone had realised. Loving one’s brother now must cross the barrier between Jew and Gentile. 


This is true of all that we read in the Gospels. While we rejoice and enter fully into all the light that the Lord has given us in Acts and the Epistles we dare not ignore or go against what the Lord taught and commanded His people while on earth. The Gospels state general principles, focussing on God’s people the Jews. Since then the Lord by the Holy Spirit, Jn 16:12-15, has shown us the ways in which His statements of these principles to the Jews need to be modified for them to be applied to Christians and the Church. Eg the Lord’s command in Mt 10:1-16 was to heal and preach to Jews and no-one else, and gave each of them power to do this. Before He left, the Lord replaced this by a command that says nothing of healing, and assures us that all power is kept in Christ’s own hands. And He will be always with us, and the power will be supplied us by the Spirit as we witness, Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8. The true light shines in our Lord’s sermon on the mount and other teaching, enlarged by the light given from Acts onwards. It shines also in the experience of believers, thanks to Rom 5:5. Cp Jn 8:12; 12:35; 13:34; Rom 13:80-14; Eph 5:8; 1 Th 4:9-5:24, etc. 


� This condemns those who in John’s time claimed to have received “Light” beyond the Gospel, and despised and criticised as ignorant those who wouldn’t follow them. It condemns those who are like that today. If I (or you) who rejoice in truths we have learned from God in His Word, despise those Christians who are not yet living in those truths, it condemns us also. God uses John to give us a simple test. Is the result of their “new” teaching an increased love for their fellow Christians or the opposite. If they are more divisive, disdainful, quarrelsome etc, the change in them is not a “fruit of the Spirit” but a “work of the Flesh, Gal 5:19-23. Their “Light” is in fact Darkness. False light – or  sinful use of light - fills the enlightened one with pride that despises those lacking his kind of “Light” and is indifferent to their welfare. 2:11; 3:15; 4:20. “Light” that is preoccupied with accurate orthodox doctrine, (Pharisee) precise detailed church order, or spirit enlightened experiences, or liberal interpretation of Bible that makes religion more rationally and acceptable (Sadducee) is something that people feel proud of.


� Some claim we’re to attack and taunt Satan, but Even Michael the Archangel is not permitted to do that, and asked the Lord to deal with him, Jude 9-10. Christ the stronger One entered his stronghold, defeated him and provided freedom for all his slaves who will accept it, Mt 12:27; Lk 11:21. Our overcoming is on the basis of the Lord’s victory, and is a matter of standing firm in believing and obeying what the Lord has said and loving all His children, 4:21-5:5; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Eph 4:1:32; 6:10-18; 1 Pet 5:8-9. And, in obedience to the Lord, in the Spirit’s power, proclaim triumphantly through the darkness of Satan’s territory the Gospel of Christ’s victory, Rom 16:20. Even those who have to live where Satan’s seat is can be overcomers, and are challenged to be so. Rev 2:12-17.


� The same has been true in all ages down to today. You and I may prefer the form of words, or form of “Gospel outreach” used by one servant of God as being more accurate, spiritual or God-honouring than that used by another servant of God. But we must not copy the carnal, unspiritual attitude of the proud Corinthians in 1 Cor 1:11-13; 3:1-15. Our attitude to people needs to be like Paul’s 1 Cor 9:19-22, but like Him we must not permit any changes to the Gospel’s essential truth that might please people – ourselves or others, 1 Cor 1: 17-24; 15:1-19; 2 Cor 11:2-15; Gal 1:6-12; 3:12-29; 5:1-25; 6:12-16, etc.


   When people leave our fellowship we should examine ourselves to see if there was any lack of selfless love or wisdom in our care for them. If so, we must repent of it and claim 1:5-9 And in fellowship with the Lord, in shepherd care, pray and work for their restoration, 5:16; Gal 6:1-6; 2 Tim 2:23-26; Jas 5:18-20. But we should not let ourselves be discouraged and slacken in trusting and obeying our Lord. It’s the Lord’s work. He alone can do it. It’s our privilege to be part of it. He raised no false hopes, Mt 13 etc. and made no false promises Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8, 1 Cor 15:58. Cp Ps 126:6; Isa 32:20; 55:11; Hag 2:3-9; Zech 4:10.


� John isn’t saying that Christian teachers aren’t needed, and we’re to rely on our own interpretation of His Word and will - That is forbidden, 2 Pet 1:20. From the moment of being born of the Spirit the Christian is baptized by the Spirit into the Church Body of Christ, 1 Cor 12:12-13, and is to function there giving and receiving, spiritual blessings, including teaching. In writing this letter John is doing just that. But central to all God’s work is God Himself – Father, Son and Holy Spirit- and their work on the behalf of every child of God. Any worthwhile teaching is part of God’s work, in fellowship with Him and fulfilling His purposes. We, and those we teach, must keep our eyes on the Lord, Heb 12:2. We’re not at the mercy of Human teachers, Eph 4:11-16.)


� Dr Ironside wrote “If it’s new, (An addition to God’s Word, not just new to us.) it’s not true. If it’s true, it isn’t new.” This world is full of clever men who will trick the innocent into following them – smart sales talk, fraudulent promises, etc. They are working for themselves and for the Devil. They are active also in the Professing Church. The weakest and loneliest Christian has a wonderful defence – God the Holy Spirit is in each one of them, keeping them in touch with God, Rom 8: 14-16, 26-27. Cp Prov 28:5; Jer 31:33-34; Mt 13:11.


� Nothing can live like a bird or fish unless it has been born one. Some might think that a self-righteous attempt to act as Christ acted was all that is required. That’s nonsense. God has put His nature into us by the new birth, 1:6, 10; Rom 3:22; 8:1-l7; 2 Pet 1:3-4. Under grace people live righteously because God has made them righteous.


� Paul uses a different word, Huios- Adult sons, who have grown up to be like their Father, and so are able to share with their Father in the affairs of His business and household, Rom 8:14-15, 23; Gal 3:7; Eph 1:3-6. It is unfortunate that KJV fails to distinguish between Teknon and Huios. Grace makes us all Teknon. Being willing to be obedient to the Spirit of God is the only way we can be Huios. 


� Shallow views of a happy Heaven tend to be godlessly self-centred. Many think “In Heaven everything will be as I want it to be, with people I like who admire me. Where what I think, say, or do, will be fulfilling to me, and appreciated and praised as being superior.” People who have kept God at a distance because His presence – even thinking about Him - made them feel small. And cramped their style, can hardly be thirsting for a totally God-centred place, and God-present life. If anyone doesn’t want to be like Christ here and now, and isn‘t working at becoming like Him, it’s ridiculous for them to claim they want to be like Him forever, 3:3. Balaam said he wished to be like the righteous and to be with them forever, Num 23:10, but his lifestyle choices ensured the opposite end for him, Jude 11. So many Christians used to go to the annual convention at Keswick in England that they hired a train to take them home. Two young women who had been holidaying, boarded the train and went from carriage to carriage until they reached the last one. One said to the other angrily “It’s too bad, there’s not a carriage where people aren’t singing hymns, reading Bibles, talking about God and Jesus!” A kindly old man said “Excuse me, but are you hoping to go to Heaven?” When she said “Yes” he asked “If you can’t be happy being with Christians for an hour or two in a train, how could you be happy with them in Heaven forever?”


� I understand Ps 139/13-17 to be saying to me that in loving wisdom the Lord formed our bodies and beings, each designed to play our own unique place in His own purposes of good. And, each being different, to function in their own way in His body the Church, for the good of all its members, 1 Cor 12. Our Lord’s being is so wonderful and complex that if each individual Believer, made like Christ, forms a single cell in the glorious body of His Bride, the whole multitude of the redeemed that form His Church will be needed to make the appropriate counterpart, and loved partner for Him. The process of becoming like Him is set out in 2 Cor 3:15-4:1 as being our present “ministry.” Each of us is gaining our own unique appreciation of Christ as revealed in the Scriptures. In the measure in which we submit to His care and walk in the Spirit, Rom 8:14 we are being moulded by Him to be like our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Cp 2:28; 3:1-10; Jn 11:52; 17:24; Rom 8: 23- 29; Col 3:4; 2 Pet 1:4-12.


� This isn’t saying that the Lord Jesus came to make us able to keep the Law, and so we must do so. God’s OT Law was given to Israel to live by, but no human could live by it as to break even one Law one time, Jas 2:9-11, brought curse and death, Deu 30:15-20; Gal 3:10. God, in Christ, provided the answer to man’s need in the New- Kainos- New and different, Covenant- Diatheke. Under this, in Grace, God provided forgiveness and new life through His Spirit being in them, and this is received by faith, 1:1-2:2; Rom 8:1-16;Gal 3:6-39, etc. Covenant- Diatheke is used in Jer 31:31-34 (LXX); Diatheke is translated as “Testament” in Mt 26:28; Mk 14:24; Lk 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25, and as “Covenant” in Lk 1:72; Acts 3:25; 7:8; 9:4; 11:27; 2 Cor 3:6, 14; Gal 3:1-17; Rom 4:24; Eph 2:12; Heb 7:22; 8:6-10; 9:4, 15-20; 10:16, 29; 12:24; 13:20; Rev 11:19.


� John doesn’t spell out where the line is drawn – God never does – but He makes the ultimate alternatives clear, and we do well to act on God’s advice to us in 2 Peter 1:2-12. A man wanting a driver for his car asked applicants “How close to the edge of a cliff would you be prepared to drive?” The man who got the job replied “Sir, I’d keep as far away from it as possible.” That needs to be our attitude towards sin. The Lord is light, and so He can have no fellowship with the darkness of pride, greed, spitefulness, jealousy, anger, bullying, injuring others, rotten behaviour or sexual sin, self righteousness or self indulgence. So those who are content to do these things haven’t really known Jesus as He is, or shared life with Him in any sense, 1:6; 3:5-9; 5:19-20; 3 Jn 11.


� If a child of God sins, that sinful action did not come from the new life born in them by the Spirit when they received Christ. It came from the old nature which we are commanded to put to death, Rom 8:1-16, etc. A good illustration of this is the grafting of new life on to a plant. When we take a wild apple, cut it right back and graft a good apple into it, or graft a beautiful rose into a wild briar rose, that “new nature” produces only good apples or beautiful roses. But the “Old nature,” remains as its root, so we must keep cutting off any growth from the old nature. Some wild tomato plants resist tomato virus. Those that produce the tomatoes we like to eat are often plagued with virus. We can graft a stem of good tomato on to a root of wild tomato, and when it grows, cut the top off the wild one and the root off the good one. Then no virus from the soil can reach the good tomato and it is secure and fruitful. The Believer fellowship with Christ is like that, Jn 15:1-10.


� In Mt 23 our Lord gives a general rule as to how His people, “sheep,” can be recognised from those who are not His, “goats.” John here gives us a simple, but adequate, rule by which Christians can see where people belong, and what fellowship they should be welcomed to. As a teacher in small country schools when sitting inside I heard a child speak in the playground I often knew which family they belonged to. Note Bible never says the seed of the Devil, or born of the Devil. God’s enemy can create nothing, all he does is to corrupt what God has created.


� 70 years ago a couple after coming to a “Gospel meeting,” asked for help in receiving Christ, but stressed “We are not joining the Brethren, we’re Presbyterians.” The Presbyterian congregation were delighted to have them come along to their Church service, but when they shared heir new found joy in the Lord and in being saved, they met embarrassed disapproval, and gladly joined our fellowship as they realised it was where they now belonged. Cp 2:10; Jn 13:55; Col 1:5:24.


� For 53 years I’ve enjoyed and benefitted from the form of worship and witness in use when I first came to our Assembly/local church at Linwood. When changes are suggested to meet changing needs, as usual with older people, I’m tempted to say “Over my dead body!” Here, and in Jn 15:7-13, our Lord agrees - He says that to do so (Lay down our ideas as to the best way to honour our Lord, and out natural preferences, be dead to them.) is the price of fellowshipping with Him fruitfully. We must count yourselves dead to our dearly loved preferences and routines, Phil 2:1-16. If we have served the Lord and our fellow-believers faithfully for many years, we may feel that they have no right to ignore our verdicts, and protest “Why should I give in, and let them treat me as a doormat! This answer from the Lord is “If their wiping their feet on you and your ideas lets them enter my house and go about its business with clean feet, isn’t that better than you continuing to obstruct them and so tripping them up, and stumbling the Lord’s people.” The most Godly Elder I ever benefitted from insisted on resigning from the “Oversight” when he retired from work at 65 years. He said “I’ve seen too many men in their 70’s trying to control the Assembly, and in doing so, destroy the work of God they’d spent 50 years in building.” Cp 2:9; 4:9-12; Jn 10:11; Eph 5:2; 1 Th 2:7-8. 


� It is helpful to keep remembering that Agape is a matter of the will not of the emotions. If we wait until we feel love towards many people, we would wait forever while our soul and theirs shrivel in the drought. If we begin to act towards them as we know love requires us to act, we often find that by the Lord’s enabling our obedience, He transforms our attitude towards them as we face the reality of their background and situation, and the evidence of the Lord’s work in them.


� It’s natural for sinners to feel uncomfortable in God’s presence. This changes in the joy and love following conversion. But in our struggles to live that new life, walking with the Lord, we become more and more aware of our failures, and tempted to doubt and discouragement – Thinking at times “I don’t feel like a child of God so I can’t be a Christian. I need to be saved again.” Or “The Gospel doesn’t work for me, so I’m not good enough and can’t ever be good enough, so I might as well give up.” 


Comparing our visible actions with the visible actions of others may provide a rough guide, but it is “unwise” to rely on that, 2 Cor 10:12. We have two guides – conscience and Scripture - which are reliable, if their witness agrees. To live with a clear conscience before God is essential, Rom 14:22-23, etc. But our conscience is biased by our temperament and personality – our heredity and environment may have warped the conscience of some of us towards pessimism or optimism, guilt feelings or self-praising feelings. This limits its ability to guide us, and conscience needs to be enlightened by God’s Word, eagerly studied with the willingness of our spirit to do what it says, Jn 7:17; Jas 1:5-10. Coordinating and directing all this is God the Holy Spirit Himself, Jn 16:13. 


That God’s knowledge is greater than our heart’s knowledge is a great comfort to those of God’s children who by nature are vulnerable to self-doubt and periods of mental depression. (as I am.) When feelings of unreasoning guilt, unworthiness, etc threaten to overwhelm us we can take comfort from the fact that God is infinitely greater than the feelings of our heart. And even if we really were as weak and helpless, sinful and unworthy, as at times we feel, God almighty and omniscient, knew all that when He called us to be His own. He knew that, in spite of all that we are and could be, He would fulfil His purpose and mould us to His likeness, Rom 8:29-36. He has assured us that He is able to keep us from failing in this life, and will present us faultless in the presence of His glory, radiantly joyful, Jude 24. 


� When anyone preaches or teaches in Christian congregations etc we are not to accept what they say without checking it. That they speak confidently and joyfully is good. That it sounds brilliant thinking, or at least makes sense to the minds of the hearers, encourages them, and makes them feel good and happy, is good. But the hearers must test to see where what is said comes from. There are only two sources of ideas, messages, feelings, and experiences - God, or the Devil. Quite clearly we must not listen to those who usually speak the Devil’s lies, but even the most gifted and faithful servant of God may sometimes be speaking the devil’s lie - contrast, Mt 16:16-17, 22-23. This doesn’t need to mean that at the moment of speaking the Holy Spirit or a demon, has taken over their personality, mind, or speech mechanism, and directly manipulating them, the message may have sprung from seed sown in the speaker's mind long ago, Mt 13:24-30. That a spiritual experience makes a preacher or his hearers feel good or godly is no guarantee that it is of God. In fact to be successful in seducing people, Satan’s servants, 2 Cor 11:1—15, must make people feel good and godly. God's Word is God-breathed and fully adequate to meet our every need, 2 Tim 3:16-17. If a teaching, or experience is of God, it is in the Word of God. If it is not in God's Word it isn't of God, or good.)


� This isn’t the only dangerous heresy we must beware of, but this is vital. We are to witness to Christ, Acts 1:8, and Him crucified, 1 Cor 1:23-24, God the eternal Word who became flesh, Jn 1:14. And who is the Father’s full and final word to mankind, Heb 1:1-3, and bore away the sins of the world as the Lamb of God, Jn 1:29. Anything that contradicts this, or encourages doubt or indifference to this truth is worse than useless. It not only deceives people by building false hopes and pleasant delusions, it contradicts God’s promises and purposes and amounts to calling God a liar. 


If what the preacher says springs naturally out of that Coming and that Gospel, it is of God. If not, it is not. The False Message may go back to the OT and not allow full weight to the NT, as at Galatia. Or they may claim to go forward into some fuller revelation of the Spirit, as at Corinth, 2 Cor 11:1-12. But they are false if they do not fit in with God’s NT Gospel - No matter how exciting, interesting, seemingly joyful and spiritual the teaching and experiences may be. They may claim to honour God, love people, and be preaching Jesus. And appear to be doing so, and winning crowds of enthusiastic followers. But what their preaching promises is handing out unauthorised “counterfeit money” that has not been issued by the “Bank of Heaven!”


� That a preacher and his message is popular, meets people’s felt needs, and puts on programs that draw crowds, doesn’t prove it is God’s provision for human need - If he is not proclaiming Christ and His Gospel that transforms lives into His likeness, as Peter, John, Paul, did. What makes preachers of a false “Gospel” a success is that their message is based on catering for the world’s tastes and natural desires. It says what they want to hear, encourages them to be comfortable in self-centred living. It provides them with entertainment instead of proclaiming a life lived in God’s love in obedient fellowship with Christ crucified. It may not only deny the power of God to transform lives in Christ crucified, but also proclaim that a few minor adjustments of their lifestyle is all God expects of them. This is putting soothing ointment on the cancer of sin that God wants to cut out, Jer 6:7-17; Jn 15:19; 17:14, 16. We need to be on guard against our own tendency to do this, and careful not to accuse others of doing it, Jas 4:10-12.


� God’s love was manifested in Christ’s birth, life, death and resurrection, viewed as a complete-in-itself, historic action. When the Scripture talks about love – Agape, it means love in the sense of Jn 3:16. Any thought of sin and the need for it to be dealt with makes people feel uncomfortable. So many people have always preferred to think of the love of God apart from the redemptive work of Christ. They say things like “As God loves us everything will work out all right for those of us who try to be good and kind. So living for our own satisfaction, and that of humanity in general, is all that God can require of us.” They are like a spoilt child who says “Mummy, if you love me you won’t take me to the dentist, or make me eat vegetables, etc.” Or a silly adult saying to his doctor “If you were good and kind you wouldn’t say my cancer needs to be removed.” God is Love, and in His loving wisdom, displayed that love in providing the only possible solution to the misery of our sin. He gave His Son to die for us, rise again, so that He could give us the joy and fulfillment of eternal life in the fellowship and likeness of His son. Cp 2:2; 4:9, 19; Rom 3:23-26; 8:18-39.


� False teachers may support their lies by boasting ecstatic experiences and visions - Joseph Smith, the founder of the Mormons, claimed to have seen the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God, through John, says that God who is Love is to be seen in Christian congregations. Cp Ex 33:20; Isa 6:1-7; Ezek 1:3-28; Dan 7:13; Jn 1:18; 14:9; Acts 9:3-7; Col 1:15-20; 1 Tim 6:16; Rev 1:10-18, etc:


� Their teaching that the physical world and behaviour in it had no spiritual value meant that Gnostic false teachers boasted of their love of God while they ignored the this-world needs of others. In researching or the booklet “Pre-Reformation Church History,” I found that 200 years later “Catholic Saints” such as Augustine and Jerome, tainted by Manichean teaching, could write that a woman who left her body unwashed, her house and children uncared for, was demonstrating “Holiness!” 


� Long ago I was taught two lines “To live above with saints in love, that will be joy and glory. To live below with the saints we know, is quite a different story.” If we look forward to heaven we’re hypocrites unless we daily take up the challenge of 3:17. As I examine myself it’s all too clear that what God’s love requires of me is impossible to human nature. But the crankiness of our nature is no excuse for not accepting this as my constant goal. As we look at our fellow members in the body of Christ they may seem to us no more Christ-like and lovable than the mirror shows us to be, but we must act on what our Lord says, Jas 1:19-27. Rom 6:14, is summed up in an old saying “Run John and work the Law commands, but gives me neither feet or hands. A better word the Gospel brings, bids me to fly and gives me wings.” Those words are true, and the Lord has told us how He transforms us, 2 Cor 3:15-4:6. 


� All sorts of people have achieved greatness, and their seeming triumph has crashed, because the way they used that greatness was flawed by what drove them to it – pride, selfishness, ambition, etc. Alexander the Great had conquered the world and destroyed himself while still a young man. The only free people in the world are those set free by the Son of man, Jn 8:36. The only whole people are those linked to Him by their faith, Mt 9:22; Mk 10:52. The sight of the glory of His face dims this world and it no longer dazzles and masters us, 2 Cor 4:3-6. Church history makes it quite clear that even the greatest and Godliest of God’s children can crash. They are safe only when they are relying on what Christ is, not on what they themselves are. Cp Prov 26:12. When we are defeated the fault lies with us, our failure to surrender our desires to the Lord, our unbelief, etc. It is never because God has not provided adequately for us to be victorious. 2:13, 29; 4:4; 5:1, 18; Jn 1:13; Eph 6:10-18; 1 Pet 5:6-11. 


� This is the obvious meaning, as it continues the declaration, 1:1-4, of the key Gospel doctrine the “Incarnation” – Jesus of Nazareth, was God in human form. He lived, died and rose again as a man, taking the place of sinful man as the Lamb of God taking away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29, and rose in triumph to give life to all who believe and receive Him, Jn 1:12-14; 3:2-16. Additional possible meanings Water - (amniotic fluid) and blood are normal features of human birth. Water (Pleural fluid or blood plasma) and blood came out of the side of Jesus, Jn 19:33-34. These proved that in his birth and death he was demonstrated to be truly human, and in the latter case, truly dead.


� The Lord saves all who ask Him to save them, Rom 10:8-11, if they are asking for the Salvation God provides in Christ, not just asking  to be saved from some of the inconvenient consequences of sin. That God saves all who ask Him to save them is often preached. A few years ago, when preparing to preach on Lk 23 I suddenly realised that Christ didn’t grant the prayer, save us, Lk 23:39, as all that the impenitent thief wanted was to escape the consequences of his sin. To ask God to save a sinner who refuses to repent, and doesn’t want to be saved on God’s terms, is asking not for a miracle, but for nonsense. Cp Ps 50:14-23. I was told afterwards that my realising this and saying it would be a great help to a recently converted young woman who had been called as a witness in court against her evil father. He had promised that if she refused to testify the truth he would get saved, and threatened if she did tell the truth he would go to hell and it would be her fault. 


� As I understand it, this is what our Lord was saying in Mt 12:24-30; Mk 3:22-30. The Pharisees were experts in God’s OT word that told them all they needed to know in order to recognise their Messiah. God was revealing Himself as fully as possible in everything the Lord Jesus said and did, Heb 1:1-3. And He was doing this in obedient fellowship with the Father, by the power of the Holy Spirit. What their eyes saw, and ears heard, was witnessed to by the Spirit in the hearts of these men. They were choosing to call white, black, by calling God’s Servant-Son the Devil’s agent, etc, in defiance of the witness of the Holy Spirit. Doing this they would soon get beyond hope if they had not reached that already. We should lovingly and hopefully, 1 Cor 13:1-7 witness patiently to such people, knowing that God alone can grant them repentance. 2 Tim 2:23-26. But we can’t ask with confident expectation that apostates will receive life as they seldom repent. The False prophets, 4:1, claimed to speak by the Holy Spirit, while denying the Spirit-authorized Gospel statements of 1:1-4; Jn 1:1-14, etc. They were deliberately turning their back on God and the only possible salvation. 2:11; 3:4-5. A man may fall into sin as he may fall into the water, and be rescued. But if he insisted on being a fish there would be no point in trying to rescue him from being in the water.


� Some respond sluggishly to the Word of God, and I confess that I myself am one of those “slow learners, Lk 24:25-26. That’s sad, but our Lord in patient grace continues to open our hearts and minds to see and do His will. But God can do nothing for those who, while claiming to preach God’s truth, deliberately choose to ignore (and so move away from) the Word of God whatever it is in it that they are unwilling to believe and obey. Or for those who choose to run forward confidently and enthusiastically and add to God’s truth, accepting and proclaiming fanciful nonsense in His name, 2 Cor 11:13-15; 2 Tim 3:1-9; 2 Pet 2:1-33, 18-19.


� To accept or read their literature, spend time with them except in opening God’s Word to them lovingly, aware of our own danger, Jude 23, is to expose ourselves to their infection and help them to spread it. They are not our enemy, so we must not be nasty to them. But they are serving the enemy of our “best friend,” Lord and Saviour. We must make that clear to them, speaking the Truth to them with loving concern for their eternal welfare. Cp 1 Kin 13:16-32; Gal 6:1-2; 2 Th 3:6, 14; Titus 3:10.


� If my memory is correct it was Hudson Taylor, founder of the Chinese Inland Mission who said. “The Lord’s work, done in the Lord’s way will never lack His provision,” and “There’s no need for His servants to be vegetarians, as He owns the cattle on a thousand hills,” Ps 50:10. A. N. Groves having gone out to Baghdad as a Missionary depending directly on the Lord alone, experienced the Lord’s provision, even when for some years he was cut off from all Christian contacts. George Mueller of Bristol provided for the care of several thousand orphans, over a period of many years, without ever letting any human know their needs, even when the situation was desperate. He did this to show that God is faithful to His promises, and that we do not need to flatter or appeal to any human. (DVDs of these are available from me, on loan) 


� From these early days Christ’s role as Head of the Church, Col 1:18, has been usurped by leaders, who, moved by pride, 1 Jn 2:16, act as if they owned church congregations and had the right to decide what was to be taught, allowing only preachers and ideas acceptable to them. Christ as Head tells us to test teaching against Scripture, 1 Th 5:19-21; 1 Jn 4:1-3 and rely on God’s Spirit to guide us, Jn 14:25-26; 1 Jn 2:26-27. Instead, the world’s solution to individualism - organisation - was relied on. Church Councils (marred by bitter conflicts) formulated Creeds (often helpful, but at times decided by ungodly Emperors). These were enforced by secular law by the monolithic “Catholic” and “Orthodox” churches which discouraged Bible reading and persecuted those who preached and obeyed the Gospel. The Reformation was a return to the Bible and the Gospel, but again hardened into rival, quarrelling denominations. The Brethren Revival of NT Church principles - Headship of Christ, the sole-authority of Scripture, fellowship with all believers - showed great promise. But again was soon shattered into groups following leaders, who, quarreled bitterly and sometimes fenced off their congregations from each other. They justified this as being required to preserve the “unity of the Church.” The Popes had used the same excuse. But human attempts to enforce what even Godly men decree as being correct doctrines, show that they do not believe that the Lord Jesus is Head of the church, and that each local church fellowship is to look to Him to guide them as they obey His written Word. Or not willing for the Lord Himself to do it as He promised, Mt 18:20. (The 3 booklets on the “Church” deal with this in greater detail, by examining all the Scriptures that have any reference to the subject. )


Against this tendency of leaders to enforce their  ideas on congregations, John writes to encourage Gaius to stand for the original direct reliance on Christ the Head of the church, and freedom to receive and benefit teaching from Brothers without them having to be vetted by one man. Those like Diotrophes who have an exalted view of their own importance in God’s work have a low view of the Lord’s importance and ability as the Head of the Church. They claim that they are contending for the truth, and being faithful to their Lord but their efforts divide God’s people, frustrates God’s purposes and disgrace His name. Diotrophes, and others with sectarian or personal ambitions, blame the quarrelling, jealousy, bitterness and divisions they cause on those who disagree with them, but Paul and James state otherwise, Rom 16:16-18; 1 Cor 1:9-24; Jas 3:13-4:12. Our Lord said quarreling among His servants was the product of unbelief, Mt 24:48-51; Lk 12:45-46. We are to \speak the truth in love - anything else is worthless, Eph 4:15; 1 Cor 13:1-3. All we say or do, and our attitudes needs to be checked to see if they are works of the Flesh, or fruit of the Spirit that crucifies the Flesh, Gal 2:20; 5:19-36.)


� Division and separation may be forced on God’s loyal people, but they are never encouraged to separate from congregations that are less than fully obedient to Scripture, or because of different interpretations of what God’s Word states. Mt 18:15-17 says that when a Believer is wronged by a fellow church member who refuses to be reconciled, the wronged brother is to ignore him – but not that the wrongdoer is to be expelled. 1 Cor 5:1-12 says expel a man whose sexual behaviour is a public scandal. 1 Jn 4: 2 Jn 9-11 say we must have no fellowship with those who deny that Jesus was truly God and truly human, and that those who fail to love one another have no place in the Church. 1 Cor 15:1-10 warns against letting anyone deny the atoning death and resurrection of Christ. 2 Cor 6:14-7:1 says that God’s people should not be united to the Godless, not that differences of Bible interpretation, or church practice require separation. Heb 13:12-14 speaks of God’s people being driven out by Christ rejecters and welcomed by Him. 
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